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MR.  FOX  made  the  following  motion,  <«  That  an  hum-  Mr.  r«ri 
ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  .give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
diis  Houie,  copies  or  extracts  of ^11  letters  received  by  any  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters,  or  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  admiral- 
ty, containing  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  equipment, 
number,  and  force  of  the  fleet  that  failed  from  Breft,  under 
the  command  of  Monf.  D'Orvilliers,  in  July  laft.''  He 
Would  not,  he  faid,  enter  into  the  whole  of  the  enquiry 
this  motion  was  intended  to  produce,  but  he  would  fo  far  ex« 
plain  the  expediency  of  it,  that  miniftry,  if  they  mean  to  re- 
fufe  the  papers,  might  affign  reafons  for  fuch  refufal.  His 
reaCoiis  Cor  defiring  tbefe  papers  were,  to  know  if  the  miniftry 
had  any  intelligence  df  the  force  of  the  French  fleet  in  Breft 
water,  when  they  flrft  fcnt  Admiral  Keppel  out  with  only 
twenty  (hips  of  the  line.  If  they  did  not  know  it,  they  were 
guilty  of  the  grofleft  igncyrance^  for  there  were  many  channels 
open  to  obtain  information.  If .  they  did  know  it,  they 
wereculpaple  in  the  higheft  degree  for  fending  out  that  brav^ 
admiral  with  fo  unequal  a  force  ^  that  if  he  nad  not  provi» 
dentially  taken  the  Pallas  and  the  Ltcorne,  and  thereby  difcoi. 
vered  that  the  French  ha3  thirty-three  (hips  of  the  line,  the 
Britiib  fleet  and  their  gallant  commander  might  have  fallen  ^ 
facrifice.  He  wifhed  to  know  whtit  grounds  of  defence  ad- 
miniftratioQ  meant  to  take  on  the  day  of  enquiry,  which 
muft  come^  and  could  not  be  evaded,  as  the  falvation  of  this 
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country  depended  upoq  it«  He  wiflied  to  bring  them  ^o  si 
point ;  would  they  avow  that  they  had  no  intelligence,  and 
confirm  the  opinion  long  entertained  by  all  unprejudiced  peo- 
ple, that  they  'are  incapable  of  managing  the  affairs  of  a 
great  empire?  If  they  meant  to  fay,  they  had  intelligence, 
how  came  it  that,  after  the  boafted  declaration  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and 
of  his  colleagues  in  this.  Admiral  Keppel  found  only  fix  (hips 
of  the  lin^  compleatly  ready  when  he  went  firft  to  Portf- 
mouth  to  take  the  command ;  afterwards  fourteen ;  in  all 
twenty,  with  which  he  was  to  face  an  enemy  with  thirty- 
two  ;  after  declarations  from  the  admiralty  at  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  feffion,  that  we  had  thirty-four  ihips  of  the  line 
compleatly  manned,  ready  to  put  to  fea,  and  in  a  fortnight 
after  (hould  have  fort}'-two?  if  they  were  ignorant,  as  he 
really  believed,  of  the  French  force,  it  appeared  to  him  very 
extraordinary  that  when  Admiral  Keppel,  with  a  prudence  and 
difcretion  which  did  him  as  much  honour  as  any  adlton  of 
*  his  life,  returned  into  port  for  a  reinforcement,  and  wrote  to 
the  admiralty  that  he  had  difcovered  the  real  firength  of  the 
French,  that  board  never  exprefied  any  approbation  of  this 
conduift  at  fo  critical  a  juh£lure,  though  it  had  been  the 
means  of  faving  the  Britifli  fleet,  and  perhaps  thiv  country 
from  invafion.  He  was  (brry  to  obferve,  that  at  this  very 
hour,  though  the  whole  nation  were  fenfible  of  his  diflin- 

f;uiihed  fervices,  he  had  received  no  token  of  approbation 
rom  his  royal  mafler,  nor  had  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  received  any 
mark  of  ihe  King's  difpleafure. 
tfifiN§rtb,      Lord  North  oppofed  it  in  a  fhort  fpecch  ;  his  chief  objec- 
tion being,  that  expofing  intelligence   received  by  govern- 
ment at  all  times,  even  at  a  diflant  period  after   the  events, 
would   be   improper ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  motion  aimed  at, 
might  be^ery  prejudicial  to  this  country  and  to  individuals  ; 
It  might  do   much  harm,  and  could  not  do  any  good.     As 
to  the  admirars  conduct  in  returning  into  port,  under  the 
circumftances  mentioned,  he  had  not  the  lead;  doubt  of  the 
prudence  and  difcretion'of  the  meafure;  and  if  the  admiralty 
did  not  exprefs  approbation,   he   was  certain  nobody  ever 
thought  there  was  any  blame. 
Mr.  Ttwn*      Mr.  Tounjhend  faid,  that  artifices  were  made  ufe  of  to  flop 
j^eiut*         all  enouiry.into  the  condud  of  miniflers;  they  equivocated  • 
one  year  they  grant  papers  relative  to  the  Toulon  fleet,  the 
next  they  deny  it,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  with  refpeft 
to  the  Brefl  fleet.     The  nation,  however,  now  csdled  for 

an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1779*  BEBATES.  3 

an  enquiry  fcf  loudly  and  fo  generally,  that  it  could  not  be 
denied  by  any  but  the  dependants  of  adminiftration* 

Admiral  Kt^eitok^  and  defired  the-Houfe  to  take  notice.  Admiral 
that  whatever  was  the  dcfign  or  the  event  of  the  motion  made  Keff*L 
by  his  honourable  relation  [Mr.  Fox]  h^  had  no  part  in  it* 
He  had  always  z&ti  according  to  the  di<Satcs  of  his  con- 
fcience,  with  an  honeft  heart ;  he  feared  no  man,  nor  did  he 
blame  any.  He  deiired  he  might  not  be  charged  with  be- 
traying any  fecrets  of  government,  or  the  department  of  ad* 
miniftration  under  which  he  ferved  ;  he  knew  what  belonged 
to  fecret  inftrud^ions  ^  and  he  never  revealed  to  any  of  his 
fleet  what  were  the  difcoveries  he  had  made  from  the  papers 
of  the  l^allaa  or  the  Licorne ;  nor  at  any  time-his  inftrudlions. 
He  was  therefore  at  a  Jofs  to  know  the  reafon  of  his  being 
treated  with  coldnefs  by  the  admiralty,  or  that  he  had  not 
received  any  marks  of  the  royal  favour  Hnce  his  acquittal* 
One  thing  he  muft  mention,  which  he  thought  Angular,  but 
he  would  not  cenfure.  In  the  official  letter  fent  to  him  from 
theadmiralty-board,  after  his  trial,  reftoring  him  to  his  Hae 
and  rank,  that  part  of  the  fentence  which  refle<5is  the  higheft 
honour  on  him,  is  left  out,  viz.  ^^  that  fo  far  from  having  tar- 
nifhed  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  flag*  he  had  behaved  as  became  a 
judicious,  brave  officer."  They  likewife  omitted  the  words 
^^  malicious  and  ill  grounded  charges,'*  and  that  the  acquit* 
tal  was  *<  unanimous.*'  The  admiral  added,  I  have  receiv 
ed  the  thanks  of  my  countrv,  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
perhaps  more  than  my  beft  iervices  merited  ;  but  thefe  tokens 
of  approbation  will  bear  me  up,  and  carry  me  through  my 
duty  for  the  remainder  of  my  life :  having  my  king  to  pleafe, 
my  country  to  ferve«  and  the  good  opinion  my  fellow  citizens 
have  of  me  to  preferve,  all  1  can  fay  is,  that  my  life  is  at 
their  fervicc,  but  my  honour  I  muft  take  care  of  myfelf.  i 

Lord  Mulgravt^  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  letter  from  thead-urdiifi*/. 
miralty  which  the  honourable  admiral  complained  of,  was  a^^^vr* 
mere  official  order  ;  that  there  was  no  idea  of  (he^wing  the 
honourable  admiral  the  leaft*c«olnefs  ;  the  only  idea  was  to  ^ 

take  oiF  Che  fufpenfion  the  iirft'  moment  they  knew,  of  the 
fentence.  That  he  was  At  the  board  when  it  was  drawn  up; 
that  it  was  font  in  the  common  manner,  and  that  the  ho^ 
nourable  admiral  might  be  well  aflured  he  would  never  have 
given  his  confent  to  any  letter  meant  to  appear  as  a  cold  letter 
to  Admiral  Keppel,  or  that  fliould  feem  to  convey  either  a 
want  of  joy  on  hb  acquittal,  or  a: want  of  xefpefl  to  his 
perfon. 
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CoLBarrA  Ctietttl  BaM^  who  had  the  letter  in  bis  hand,  read  ft, 
and  thought  the  Houfe  woutd  fee  it  in  a  great  ceolncfs  in* 
deed.  He  declared  he  had  heard  that  Vice  Admiral  Palljfer, 
fo  far  from  meeting  with  difapprobation  for  his  conduA  oa 
the  27th  and  28th  of.  J11I7,  had  been  applauded. 

^"|J*'  Admiral  Kefpel  again  rofe,    and  declared,  that   whether 

^'  the  letter  he  had  received,  and  which  took  off  his  fufpen&on, 
wa«  or  was  not  meant  as  a  cold  letter,  he  certainly  felt  it  to 
be  a  cold  letter.  The  noble  Lord  bad  faid  nothing  had  been 
done  but  what  .was  common  ;  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  the 
whole  of  his  cafe  was  extremely  uncommon.  When  he 
was  upon  his  trial,  a  great  many  queftions  were  fuggefted  to 
him  as  proper  to  be  put  by  him  ;  but  be  difdained  putting 
fUiy  that  might  be  imputed  to  dirty,  mean  motives ;  that 
Mnong  others,^  he  had  information  that  a  letter  had  been  fent 
to  Captain  Bazeley  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  (and  begged  par- 
don for  ufing  the  name,  he  never  would  mention  it  again  as 
long  as  he  lived)  declaring  that  the  King  had  exprefsly  tliank- 
ed  him  for  the  conduA  of  the  blue  fquadron  on  the  27th  of 
July,  mnd  defired  that  his  thanks  might  be  communicated  to 
the  officers  of  that  divifion.  The  admiral  faid,  he  mads 
no  ufe  of  the  information  upon  his  trial,  be  was  above  it* 
The  noble  Lord  had  talked  of  his  joy  upon  bis  acquittal. 
He  begged  the  noble  Lord  to  confider  always,  thathefepa- 
ratxd  his  profeffional  from  his  official  charaSer.  In  thrfor* 
mer^  he  knew  no  man  more  refpeftable,  or  who,  in  tho 
command  of  a  fhip,  would  )>ehave  more  honourably.  The 
admiral  repeated  his  gratitude  to  the  public,  and  faid  he  was 
aware  he  now  ftood  in  a  very  ticklifh  fituation,  as  the  leaft  ill 
cendud,  or  falfe  ftep,  would  be  attended  with  much  worfo 
confequences  in  him  than  in  any  other  officer. 

The  Houfe  divided,  when  tbenmnbers  were,  for  the  motion 
J971  again*  it  134. 

fehruary  24. 
lAf,.B$irke  faid,  that  he  thought  it  extremely  improper  to 

Ur.Mfrke,  go  into  a  committee  of  fupply  and  ways  and  means,  ttU  the 
whole  of  the  intended  fupply  and  ways  ind  means  were  be* 
fore  the  Houfe.  For  inftance,  the  army  extraordinaries^ 
which,  by  what  he  could  learn,  (formed  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  fupply  of  the  prrfent  yc«r,  wa«  not  yet  delivei«d 
lA.  To  talk,  or  pretend,  therefore,  to  open  a -budget,  mth^ 
out  iMving  the  whole  of  the  debit  and  credit  iide  of  the  ac* 
eount  under  the  infpe£l)on  of  thofe  who  were  to  pafs  it,  wat 
improper,  unprecedented^  and  delufive,  »nd  tended  to  impo^ 
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equally  on  tbat  Heufe  and  the  public,  and  thoie  who  had 
agreed  to  lead  their  money.     Till  he  heard  fome  very  co- 
geot  roftibos  therefore  oiFered  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  he  ihould  continue  to  refill  any  motio]^  for  the  Spea*  - 
ker^s  teavjog  the  chair. 

hord  North  replied,  that  in  timet  of  peace,  and  when  large  Vori  Ntrtk* 
fiUBs  were  not  wanted,  the  ufage  had  been  fuch  as  deicribed 
by  the  hooourable  gentleman,  that  is,  taking  the  whole  of  the 
ways  and  means  .and  fupply  together  ;  but  in  times  of  war, 
and  particularly  the  late  war,  the  cuftom  had  been  otherwife, 

Mr.  £urh  laid,  he  Jhad  not  fearched  the  Journals  of  the  laft  Mr.  Burit. 
war.  It  was  uniformly  the  pradice,  even  fincc  the  com*  . 
menccment  of  the  American  war,  for  which  he  appealed  to 
the  Honfe,  and  the  deviation  from  it  laft  year  did  not  apply ; 
for  thoogh  the  extraordinaries  were  not  voted,  the  account  of 
them  was  upon  the  table  for  (everal  days.  The  accoupt  was 
profited  on  the  ad  of  March  lail,  and  the  budget  was  not 
opened  till  the  9th.  It  might  ieem  to  be  a  matter  of  no  great 
confequence,  whether  the  extraordinaries  were  or  were  not 
included,  becaufe  whenever  they  (hould  be  prefented  they 
would  be  voted  grantedp  That  was  not  his  objection  ;  it  was 
thisy  by  holding  back  the  extraordinaries,  and  the  increafc  of 
the  navy-debt  during  the  laft  year,  the  people  would  not  be 
acqoainted  with  the  real  expence  of  the  campaign. 

Mr.  D.  Hartley  faid  hc'underftood  the  increafe  of  the  navy-  Mr.  DmvU 
debt  amounted  to  two  millions  and  between  two  and  three  Hsrtirf. 
hundred  thoufand  poumls,  and  lie  prefumed  this  extraordioa* 
ries  of  the  army  were  eoormous.  It  was  therefore  in  vain  tor 
keep  theft  circumftances  from  the  public  eye,  or  think  of  pre-* 
ventine  the  fecurities  from  coming  into  market  in  iome  ne^ 
gotiabk  &ape  or  other.  He  had  heard  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  pledged  himfelf  to  thofe  who  engaged  for  the  loan,  not 
to  iflue  any  farther  negotiable  fecunties,  till  after  a  certain 
day,  at  fopse  months  diftance. 

Lord  North  acknowledged,  that  he  believed  the  n:ivy-dcbt  l^t^Nmrtl^, 
was  confiderably  increafed.  He  did  not  know  what  the  ex* 
a£l  nccount  of  that  iacreafe  was  ;  but  from  the  very  expenlive 
and  vigorous  naval  exertions  of  the  iaftyear,  he  had  a  righl; 
to  pvcfiime  it  was  very  coniklerable.  The  army  extraordi- 
naries, tho'  iieiiad  not  an  accurate  account  of  them,  amount- 
ed, be  uoderftood,  to  two  millions  arrd  twenty -fix  thou**^ 
&nd  pounds.  Tho£b  he  did  not  mean  to  include  ia  the  aca- 
couot  of  the  fupply  of  this  day  ;  but  it  would  be  uinderftoody 
bo^reV^r^  tbat  they  were  to  be  provided  ior  in  the  fame  man« 

ner 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PARLIAMENTARY        A.f  779. 

ncr  as  if  they  had.  The  fame  method  he  propofed  to  adopt  in 
ftating  other  particalars,  to  take,  them  by  guefs  ;  the  diffe- 
rence wonld  not  prove  a  great  deal ;  ibey  might  be  more^ 
they  might  be  left. 

As  to  iffuing  further  negotiable  fecurities,  he  confeffed  it 
was  part  of  the  agreement  with  the  gentlemen  who  engaged 
for  the  loan,  that  he  fhould  not,  till  after  Michaelmas, 'ne- 
gotiate or  iffue  any.  It  was  a  condition  they  fteadily  adhered 
to,  and  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit.  His  Lordlhip 
faid  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  public  accounts  was  not  to 
include  the  whole  of  what  was  meant  by  the  cant  word  bud- 
get, but  only  to  a  part  of  it. 

His  Lordftiip  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor fide  of  his  account,  and  made  the  whole  amount  to  up- 
wards of  fifteen  millions  ;  navy,  army  and  ordnance  eight 
millions ;  army  extraordinaries  two  millions ;  navy  debt  two 
millions ;  a  million  vote  of  credit,  and  about  a  million  mifcel- 
laneus  fervices.  To  balance  this,  there  would  be  feven  mil- 
lions loan  ;  two  millions  finking  fund  ;  two  millions  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  land  and  malt  tax ;  one  million  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  Exchequer  bills ;  one  million  new 
vote  of  credit ;  and  about  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ne- 
gotiable fecirrities,  to  be  ifiued  fubfequent  to  29th  Sept.  1 7  79. 

His  Lordfhip  next  expreflcd  the  very  great  difficulty  he 
had  been  under  in  negotiating  a  loan,  owing  to  the  very 
high  terms,  according  to  his  opinion,  that  had  been  infifted 
upon  by  the  monied  people,  which  had  obliged  him  twice 
\o  break  off  all  manner  of  correfpondencc  on  the  occafion. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  perfons  with  whom  he  had  been 
treating,  had  ftood  forth  in  defence  of  the  refbnable  propo- 
fals  they  had  demanded,  and  with  which  they  were  agreea- 
ble to  clofe  with  government,  when  it  (hould  be  found  that 
more  eligible  ones  were  not  to  be  met  with,  which  they 
trufted  would  moft  undoubtedly  be  found  the  cafe.  Driven 
thus  to  the  expedient,  his  Lordfhip  had  applied  to  other 
quarters,  and  fought,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  obtain  a 
better  bargain.  But  in  vain.  After  fearching  for  it  a  very 
confiderable  time,  he  was  convinced  at  the  end  of  the  pur- 
fuit,  that  he  ought,  for  the  fervicc  of  the  ftate,  to  return  to 
the  people  he  had  firft  negotiated  with,  and  to  clofe  with 
them  on  the  terms  they  had  ftood  to  as  fair  and  reafonabJe.* 
This  he  had  accordingly  done,  though  very  much  he  mufk 
confcfs  againft  his  will ;  but  he  was  urged  to  it  by  the  ne- 
ceffity  he  was  under,  and  the  only  reafon  indeed  that  he 
could  after  all  pretend  to  furnifh  was,  that  he  had  done  it 

bccaufc 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A.  1779.  DEBATES. 

bccaufe  he  could  do  no  better.  If  he  could  have  done  bet- 
ter, he  (hould  have  been  glad,  but  it  was  impoffible.  This 
being  the  cafe,  he  had  terminated  bis  treaty  with  the  fub- 
fcribers  for  a  loan  of  ieven  millions,  though  he  could  have 
wifhed,  as  he  had  endeavoured,  to  have  made  it  at  leaft  one 
miUion  more. 

The  fubfcribers  of  the  loan,  he  faid,  had  bound  him  in  a 
pitnnife  not  to  ifliie  any   negotiable  paper  from  goyern- 
ment  before  Michaelmas  next.     The  only  provifion  as  ytt 
made   by   ParHament  towards  the  ferviccs  of  the  prefeht 
year,    was  by  the  land-tax    and   malt  bills,    from  which 
about   two  millions  and  fifry  thoufand  pounds  will  arife, 
which,  with  feven  to  be  borrowed  by  the  new  loan,  four  by' 
exchequer  bills,  and  about  one  million  two  hundred  thoufanj 
poonds,  intended  to  be  raifcd  by  negotiable  papers,  to  be 
iflued  after  Michaelmas,  together  with  fome  extraordinaries 
yet  to  be  voted,  would  make  up  nearly  fifteen  millions  of 
money,  and  complete  the  fum  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current'  year.     The  terms  he  had  propofed  for  the  new 
loan  were  three  per  cent,  in  the  confolidated  funds,  an  an- 
nuity for  twenty -nine  years  of  three  pounds  fifteen  (hillings 
per  cent,  and  a  douceur  of  feven  lottery  tickets,  in  a  lottery 
coniifting  of  forty-nine  thoufand,    at  ten  pounds  a  piece. 
This  mode  of  granting  annuities  he.  apprehended  muft  be 
deemed  a  moft  pleafing  way  of  railing  money,  as  in  twenty- 
nine  years  the  ftate  would  be  freed  from  three  and  a  half  per 
cent.     His  Lordfhip  then  explained  in  what  manner  thcfe 
feven  millions  were  to  be  funded,  and  hoped  in  the  courfc 
of  a  month  to  be  able  to  pomt  out  in  what  way  the  re- 
mainder of  the*  fupply  required  was  to  be  procured,  remark* 
ing  at  the  fame  time,    that  four  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thoufand  pounds  were  to  be  derived  from  the  lottery  of  the 
prefent  year,  the  tickets  of  which  being  delivered  out  at  ten 
|K>unds  each,  wpuld  give  a  profit  of  three  pounds  on  every 
ticket  to  the  fubfcribers.     How  the  intereft  of  this  loan  wa« 
to  be  difcharged,  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  in  a  day  or 
two,  till  when  he  would  beg  leave  to  poftpone  entering  upon 
the  new  taxeis  that  were  to  enable  government  to  do  it, 
though  he  muft  own  it  was  rather  unufual  to  defer  it  in  that 
manner. 

The  great  advantages  hel'j  forth  to  the  public  in  the  prefent 
loan,  might  he  fuppofed  iufficient  to  maintain  the  propriety  of 
an  open  fubfcription  ;  but  h-  was  perfuaded  of  the  contrary  ; 
for  the  truth  was,  that  the  loan  of  laft  year  fufFered  chiefly 
t/par.t  of  it  falling  intt>  the  hands  ot"  aJvcnturers,  and  p-irfans 
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of  fmall  property  ;  the  confcquence  of  which  wa»,  that  the 
perfons  thus  circumftanced,  alarmed  at  the  fall  of  ftocks,  ran 
to  marker,  and  glutted  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  before  the 
budget  was  opened,  the  omnium  was  below  pfLt ;  whereas  if 
the  whole  had  remained  in  i  few  opulent  hands,  they  could 
have  held  it  back  from  market,  and  by  that  means  in  fome 
degree  kept  up  its  price  to  a  little  abo^e  par,  and  prevented 
thofe  fatal  confequences  which  fo  immediately  followed^ 
When  fmall  operations  of  finance  were  to  be  undertaken,  he 
was  convinced  that  an  open  fubfeription  was  the  moft  be- 
neficial to  the  public  ;  but  in  the  midft  of  a  wav,  when  great 
fums^  were  to  be  borrowed  and  funded,  and  a  great  &e^]  of  un- 
funded debt  was  floating  in  the  market,  h«  was  thoroughhy 
convinced  that  an  open  uibrcription  would  never  anfwer,  and 
even  if  there  was  a  rational  profped  of  fuccefs,  he  thought  it 
much  too  hazardous  an  experiment  to  make  at  fuch  a  crifis. 

His  Lordfliip  faid,  that  though  the  war  fliould  be  conti- 
nued, we  fliouid  flill  have  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  with 
vigour,  and  be  enabled  to  procure  as  much  money  as  we  might 
want.  If  the  terms  of  the  loan  were  hard,  our  credit  was 
good,  and  in  high  reputation ;  and  though  it  might  not  be 
thought  neceiTary  or  proper  in  the  future  profecution  of  it  to 
continue  borrowing  and  funding,  means  might  be  devifed  for 
railing  the  neceffary  fupplies  within  the  year.  Such  ^  plan,  he 
was  fatisficd,v  would  be  productive  of  many  benefits,  nay  iin- 
galar  advantages.  It  would  tend  to  raife  the  value  of  the 
funds  already  in  being  ;  it  would  roufe  the  people  at  large  to 
the  moft  vigorous  exertions ;  it  would  fully  reftore  public 
credit.  He  did  not  pretend  to  determine  exactly,  whether 
fuch  a  plan  was,  or  was  not,  pradicable.  He  thought  there 
was  nothing  very  difficult  in  it,  if  there  was  a  fiill  confidence 
in  government. 

In  fuch  a  temper,  he  did  not  fee  why  the  plan  of  raifiog  the 
fupplies  within  the  year  was  not  pradlicable.  One  nation 
[Holland]  he  underftood  had  done  it;  ai^d  he  could  conceive 
no  reafon  why  Great  Britain  might  not  do  what  any  other  na- 
tion had  done,  or  might  not  fet  the  example,  though  no  fuch 
plan  had  beea  adopted  before.  It  was  true,  that  great  facrifi- 
ces  muA  be  made,  and  many  gratificatioas  given  up ;  but,  if 
the  meafure  fhould  become  neceflary.  that  coniideration  Ought, 
and  he  believed  would  give  way.  The  honour,  the  glory,  nay 
the  very  cxiftence  of  this  country  might  require  it. 

He  threw  this  out  only  loofely ;  for  though  war  was  necefTary 
at  prefcnt,  peace  was  the  objcft  which  he  ftill  held  in  view. 

There. 
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There  were  only  three  events  that  ftruck  him,  which  could  ren- 
der peace  defirable  to  any  man  who  had  the  intereft  and  glory 
of  his  country  at  heart.  Thefe  were  the  return  of  America 
to  her  former  ftate  of  obedience ;  the  relinquifliing  her  con- 
neftion  with  France ;  or  France  relaxing  in  her  demands : 
they  were  in  a  manner  connefted  together.  The  two  former 
no  man  was  at  liberty  to  pronounce  upon,  and  the  hitter  there 
was  little  probability  of  at  prefent.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  affairs, 
it  was  therefore  fair  to  prefume,  thnt  a  profpeft  of  peace  was 
at  a  confiderable  diftancc  :  though  he  did  not  doubt  but  mo- 
ney could  be  had  in  the  ufual  manner,  he  thought  it  would 
not  be- unworthy  that  Houfe  and  the  nation  at  large  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  fome  mode  of  railing  the  fupplin  within  the 
year,  on  account  as  well  of  the  prefent  as  future  advantages 
tliac  muft  refult  in  a  variety  of  inftances  from  the  adoption  of 
fuch  a  plan. 

Ic  was  true,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  war  had  not 
been  altogether  equal  to  our  cxpeftations.  But  in  another 
year  there  was  every  ground  to  hope  it  would  be  better.  To 
that  period  he  wiuied  to  direfl;  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
and  be  did  not  fail  drawing  by  that  time,  ihould  it  be  requi- 
iitCy  the  moft  compleat  and  ample  refources  from  a  great  and 
opulent  company  (meaning  the  Eaft  India  Company)  in  whofe 
welfare  tlie  public  had  taken  fo  large  a  ihare,  and  in  whofe 
,  fuccefs  it  moft  undoubtedly  ought  to  participate  to  the  very 
utmoft.  His  Lordfhip  having  proc^ded  thus  far,  drew  a 
comparifon  between  the  finances  of  this  country,  and  thofc 
of  France,  in  the  courfe  of  which  fome  very  hand  fome  com- 
plimetits  were  paid  to  Mr.  Neckcr,  .the  French  minifter,  at 
the  head  of  the  finance,  and  the  advantage  of  finance  flicwn 
on  our  fide ;  after  which  his  Lordfhip  took  occafion  to  obferve,. 
that  notwithftanding  the  boafting  made  by  France,  that  all 
her  fupplies  had  been  nearly  expended  in  their  navy,  and  yet  it 
had  been  very  far  from  having  made  a  rcfpcaable  appearance. 
Upon  the  whole,  a  confidence  in  miniftry,  the  noble  Lord 
though  highly  conducive,  at  this  time,  to  the  intereft  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  Tofe  to  expofe  the  futility  of  the  argument  i^^^  j^, 
ufed  by  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  ftiil,  he  obferved,  at  his 
ufual  ingenuity,  attempting,  as  he  ever  had  done,  to  defend 
his  condu£t,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  do  bet- 
ter. Yet  another  year  we  might  poffibly  do  better,  and  to 
that  period  men  were  to  look  for  the  falvatlon  of  their  coun« 
try.     Ho\r  long  had  this  language  been  held  ?    How  many 
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years  bad  we  K^n  taught  to  ^fcA  what  wt  wtre  IM  to  ti\A^ 
to  another  feafon  ?  He  would  entreat  tb^  Houfe  to  look  to  th« 
difficulties  the  noble  Lord  had  met  with  in  negoti^ing  the 
loan  for  the  prefent  year,  though  the  nob}e  Lord  h^^d  toUltbc 
Houfe^  and  that  with  a  degree  of  confidence  ani  aAuraace, 
that  fhould  feem  as  though  it  were  true,  that  the  nation  was 
far  from  being  in  a  bad  Utuation.  But  how  was  it  l^ft  year  ) 
Even  then  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  the  neceflfary 
Aipplies  to  have  been  procured  but  for  the  dopUcity,  ao(  to 
fay  difhonefty  of  the  minifter,  who  had  given  uie  fubfcribers 
every  reafon  in  his  power  to  believe^  that  we  (boold  opt  be 
engaged  in  a  French  war,  though  at  that  veir  time  tb^  mioi^ 
ftry  were  in  actual  poflcflion  of  difpatches  from  Lord  Stori- 
mont,  the  Englifh  ambaifador  at  the  court  of  VerfailleSi  in-» 
forming  them,  that  the  treaty  between  France  and  America 
had  been  figned,  which  was  afterwards  announcedand  avow- 
ed here  by  the  Marquis  De  Noailles, 
}Xr.  Murki.  Mr.  Burh  faid,  he  could  not  help  expreffing  h\$  aftonif}!* 
ment  at  the  infolence  of  telling  the  Houfe  that  new  taxes  might 
be  raifed  without  being  burthenfome  or  opprefHve  to  the  peo- 
ple. Good  God  !  after  all  the  enormous  fupplies  that  had  been 
voted,  and  nothing  done,  was  the  If  oufe,  was  the  nation|  to 
be  told  that  new  taxes  were  to  be'  raiied  i  He  lamented  that 
fifteen  millions  more  were  to  be  lavifhed  away  againft  AoieT 
rica.  The  difficnlty  the  nQble  Lord  had  met  with  in  getting 
the  loan  done,  was  what  he  was  not  furprized  at.  Yet 
we  were  not  fo  poor,  but  that  we  might  hold  ogt  another 
year.  We  flill  might  keep  ourfelvps  above  water,  What  ^ 
a  happinefs  was  t;hat !  We  had  expended  above  thirty  mly 
lions  of  money,-^-and  we  yet  were  not  totally  ruined !  Wp 
ftill  were  able  to  purfue  the  American  war.  out  not  in  the 
nAial  way.  No,  we  were  now  to  have  a  curious  abridgment^ 
A  little^  pretty  fnug  war,  was  now  to  be  carried  on. 

The  commitjcec  agreed  to  Lprd  Nqrtb^s  rcfbjutions  without 
1  divifioif. 

Pihrwiry  i^tb, 
^fr  Gk^Uf  Sir  Charhs  Buniuiy,  in  the  committee  on  the  court-martial 
ftm^fy.  bill^  propofed  an  amendment  in  the  claufe,which  makes  it  capi- 
tal in  an  officer,  not  to  have  done  his  utmoft,  to  fink  burn  and 
dafiroy  the  ibrps  of  theenemy,  Thi$,  he  faid,  was  the  daule, 
on  which  Admiral  Byng  was  found  guilty,  and  moft  unjuflly 
put  td  death ;  for,  it  was  evident,  that  if^  Admiral  Byng  was 
^cquttted  of  cowardice  and  difaiFedion,  it  implied  of  courfe, 
ihat  he  hail  fione  his  utoioft :  g  w^nt  of  cpprage  or  zeal  fgr  the 
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rer?ice,  might  be  brought  under  the  charge  of  cowardice  or 
jifaffedioo  ;  but  when  tbofe  were  untmpeached|  it  neceflariljr 
followtd,  that  the  (entence  of  the  coUrt-martial,  could  fubr 
ftantially  amoant  to  no  morei  than  an  error  in  judgment.  • 

Mr«  Graves  was  of  opinion,  that  fome  words  fhould  be  MuGrmftf. 
ihferted,  for  the  purpofe  of  diftingui(btng  between  a  mere  er- 
ror in  judgement,  and  wilful  negleci. 

Lord  Biaticbamp  faid,  naval  courts  -  martial  (hould  be  brought  Lord  Bmm 
as  nearly  as  poflSble,  upon  the  footing  of  military  courts-mar-  ^A««f . 
tial.  The  charges  in  the  latter  were  more  dire£t  and  fpe- 
cific,  and  the  Court  were  of  courfe  more  reflri£led  in  the 
judgments  they  pronounced.  He  did  not  feem  to  approve  of 
the  wortis  wilful  negjed.  bccaufe,  without  a  fpeciiic  deTcrip- 
tionofthe  word  wilml,tne  Court  would  ftill  retain  the  powei* 
6f  judging  of  the  criminality,  and  making  at  their  pleafure^ 
a  mere  errpr  in  judgment^,  amount  to  a  wilful  negleft. 

iAr.  t^y  Mr.Burke,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,and  SirW.  Me* 
feditb,  fpokfc  likewife  in  the  debate,  but  what  fell  from, 

Mr.Syngy  nephew  to  the  deceafed  Admiral  of  that  name,  prin-  Kr.  Bftg» 

cipally  drew  the  attention  of  the  Houie.  After  obferving,that  his 

uncte  iaad  been  condemned  for  a  mere  error  in  judgment,  he 

faid  the  gentlemen  who  compofed  the  court- mart! su,  though 

tb<:T  looked  upon  themfelves  obliged  to  find  him  guilty  on  the 

articie  altuded  to,  in  not  dding  all  in  his  power  to  fink,  burn, 

and  deiiroy,  felt  the  injuftice  of  the  (entence,  and  defired  to 

be  absolved  /rom  the  oath  of  fecrecy,  in  order  that  they  might 

be  a(  liberty  to  ftatc  their  rdafons.     An  A&  of  Parliament  was 

accordingly  pafled  to  abfolve  them,  and  they  ftated  the  diffi* 

culty  of  oeing  compelled  to  find  a  Man  guilty,  bv  the  letter 

of  the  ASt  of  ra/tiament,  when  in  fa£t,  they  had  (ubftantially 

acquitted  him  i  but  th^  attenrpt,  however  juft,  generous,  and 

humane,  was  defeated.     The  Kinj^s  ears  were  ftopt,  and  hit 

heart  rendered  too  hard  to  receive  any  impreffion  in  his  unek's 

fsivour.    The  Miniitry,  in  order  to  cxcufe  themfelves  to  the 

natidn,  found  their  intereft  in  his  ruin*     The  Sovereign  was 

^r<^judiced,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  inflamed.     The  very 

judges  wex^  employed  to  tSc&  his  deftru3ion»    The  cafe  was 

reftrred  to  them  for  their  Opinion  i  but  inftead  of  defiring  them 

to  determine,  whether  the  fentence  wasconfonant  to  juftice,  the 

queftion  put  to  them,  was,  whether  the  fentence  was  legal  i 

The  judges  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  that  the  fentence  was 

legaf ;    whereas  the  true  queftion  was,  whether  it  was  tuft< 

For  thereafons  before  mentioned,  the  prejudices  conceived  by 

the  king,  the  neceffiry  minifters  imagined  there  was  to  make 
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their  own  juftification,  reft  on  the  failure  of  duty  in  the^Ad- 
niiral,  and  the  arts  employed  to  encreafe  the  popular  preju- 
dice againfthim,  all  confpired  to  cScSt  his  ruin,  and  at  length 
prevailed. 

He  then  entered  into  feveral  particulars,  rcfpcfling  his 
uncle's  conduct,  during  the  period  between  the  referen(^e  to 
the  judges  and  their  report,  while  yet  fome  hopes  of  mercy 
remained;  when  he  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  his  uncle 
carneftly  affirmed  to  him,  that  he  was  entirely  indifferent  as 
to  the  iffue ;  for  if  he  fliould  be  acquitted,  or  his  fentence 
mitigated,  he  fhould  never  pafs  an  happy  or  comfortable  mi- 
nute, during  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  he  could  never  fur- 
vivethelofs  of  his  honour,  nor  wifli  to  retain  a  life,  which 
"however  unjuftly,  was  looked  upon  to  be  forfeited  to  the  juftice 
of  his  country.  Sir  Charles  Bunbury's  propofird  amendment. 
Was  finally  adopted. 

Mr.  Ord.  Mr.  Ord  brought  up  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Tupply,  of  the  preceding  day,  Mr.  Hartley  oppofed  it,  on 
the  grounds  that  the  terms  of  the  loan  were  difadvantageous, 
and  that  better  might  have  been  procured. 

iMiN^rth.     Lord  North  faid   there  was  a  neceffity  of  receiving  the  re- 

Sort,  as  the  firft  payment  was  to  be  made  on  the  following 
"uefday.  It  would  be  proper,  that  the  fubfcribcrs  (bould 
have  timely  notice  to  be  prepared  ;  and  though  no  fuch  pref- 
fing  neceffity  exifted,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  public  bufinefs 
fhould  be  poftponed,  as  no  other  modeof  raifing  the  loan,  had 
been  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  oppofed  the 
bringing  up  of  the  report. 

.  The  refolutions  refpefling  the  terms  of  the  loan,  were 
then  reported  and  agreed  to,  without  further  oppoiition  • 
February  26th. 
No  debate.  Adjourned  to  March  i. 
March  I. 
UifA  Nirtii     Lord  North  began  with  faying,  that  his  opponents  had  en- 
deavoured to  cftablifli  the  following  propoficions*     That  tho^ 
deficiency  of  the  houfe  and  fervants  tax,  (hewed  the  inability 
of  this  country  to  bear  greater  burdens  than  thofeflie  at  pre- 
fent  laboured  under ;  and  that  the  plan  alluded  to  by  him,  of 
raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  was  totally  impradi- 
cable.  -^ 

The  firft  was  a  fadt,  accompanied  with  no  reafoningr 
whatever ;  the  fecond  was  mere  fpeculative  reafoning,  with- 
out  any  proof  to  fupport  it. 

The 
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The  conclufion  was,  that  the  whole  of  the  deficiency  arofc 
from  the  real  produce  of  thefe  two  taxes;  whereas,  the 
greater  part  of  it  arofe  from  the  Operation  of  the  fervaifits  tax 
having  been  poftponed  for  a  whole  year,  and  both  the  fervants 
and  houfe  tax  being  not  properly  colleded.  Falfe  entries, 
and  lifts  of  the  number  of  fervants  kept  were  given  ixi.  and 
received ;  the  houfes  were  under-rated,  being  fet  down  at 
the  ancient  rents,  inftead  of  the  real  value.  Ware-houfes, 
&c.  contrary  to  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  ad,  were  ex<- 
empted ;  and  where  no  ancient  rent  exifted,  the  new  affcfl- 
mcnt  generally  favoured  the  perfon  who  was  charged  to  the 
tax,  to  the  great  detriment  and  diminution  of  the  public 
revenue.  The  conclufion  was  therefore  ill  founded,  to  the 
extent  contended  by  them,  for  the  general  or  annual  defal- 
cation from  the  fam,  for  which  thefe  taxes,  were  taken,  bore 
no  proportion  to  the  real  produce,  when  properly  colleAed. 
The  determination  of  the  Commiffioners  had  been  appealed 
from,  and  a  reference  made  to  the  judges,  who  were  of  a 
contrary  opinion  with  the  Commiffioners.  The  latter  how- 
ever had  not  acceded  ;  and  in  order  to  put  the  matter  out  of 
all  doubt,  he  meant  (hortly  to  propofe  fome  amendments  in 
both  %6tSy  which  ihould  remove  all  grounds  of  future  con- 
trovcrfy. 

As  to  the  other  point,  refpe£ling  the  impra£lipability  of  rai« 
iing  in  any  given  fituation  of  things,  the  neceiTary  fupplies  with- 
in the  year,  he  begged  to  fay  a  few  words  in  anfwer  to  that  ob- 
objeftion.  It  had  been  contended,  that  whatever  any  man  con^ 
tributed  out  of  his  ufual  expenditure;  that  is,  more  than  hs 
already  contributed  to  the  general  fupport  of  the  ftate,  in  the 
ufual  and  -eftablifhed  mode  of  taxation,  would  difable  hfin 
proportionably  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
through  the  medium  of  the  taxes  already  eftablKhed  ;  a  perfon 
who  contributed  a  certain  fum,  muft  retrench  fome  of  his 
ordinary  exptaces.  Thus,  for  inftance,  every  former  gratifi- 
cation be  abftained  from,  would  tend  to  leflen  the  revenue,  and 
what  the  public  received  in  one  hand,  ihe  would  give  away 
with  another. 

This,  he  faid,  would,  in  hi»  opinion,  be  by  no  means  the 
care;  for  although  the  propofition  might  be  partially  true  in 
refpedt  of  fome  perfons,  the  money  being  called  into  circu- 
lation, and  thegreateft  part  of  it  fpent  within  the  kingdom,  the 
nation  would  lofe  nothing,  great  numbers  of  people  would 
be  benefited  ;  and  at  the  conclufion,  the  nation  would  be 
a  gainer,  as  (he  would  incur  no  additional   debt.     What  was 

taken 
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tAM  \n  6Me  W^y  fr6tn  the  people,  would  be  given  in  anotBer^ 
Tbe  t]ni€rcha]!it,  flianufa£turer,  and  mecbanicy  would  be  able 
to  tfttii  more,  though  others  would  of  courfe  fpend  lefs  | 
fo  that,  6n  th^  whoTb,  the  toul  ability  to  fpend  would  be 
nearly  the  faiAe,  and  neither  the  prefent  generation  nor  po- 
ftdrity  wbuld  be  obliged  to  pi-ovide  for;theint€reft  of  new  loans* 
He  did  fiot  however  look  upon  himfelf  pledged  to  prove 
ike  prafiicability  of  the  plan,  or  as  ftanding  engaged  to  carry 
faeh  i  plail  into  execution.  All  he  faid  was,  that  he  believed 
it  was  pradieable,  which  he  ftill  thought,  though  He  did  not 
(rtftehd  to  fay,  that  he  knew  the  means  of  carrying  it  into 
axecutioti.  IF  indeed,  the  extraordinary  aids  within  the  year, 
W^re  to  be  loft  to  this  country,  the  honourable  gentleman's 
d^duftions  would  be  fair  and  condufive  \  but  as  the  natios 
.^Oiild  (till  k'etain  the  whole  of  the  property,  and  that  no  ma« 
tirM  diifbr6nce  would  arlfe,  but  the  change  of  owner,  it  couM 
i^6t  H^tQ,  the  general  confuinptibn  in  any  great  degree,  if  at 
in. 

flis  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to  propofe  the  iiew  taxes, 
for  paying  the  annuity  to  be  incurred  by  the  loan.  Thefe  be 
faid  were  intended  to  be  a  furCharec  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  net 
produce  of  the  cuftoms  and  cxcifes,  and  a  tax  upon  poft- 
chaife  horfes. 

To  come  at  the  probable  produce  of  the  furcharge  tax, 
it  wbuld  be  ne<:efrary  to  date  the  amount  of  the  funds  on 
which  it  was  to  be  laid,  the  cuftoms  and  excifes. 

The  average  produce  df  the  excifes,  after  dedufling 
the  drawbiicks,  on  al^  average  of  the  three  UA  years, 
was  -  .  .  S,  520,  417 

Cuftoms  ditto  «-.  -  <-  21,519,403 

Total  ...  8,039,82a 

A  furcharge  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  above.      «>  401 ,991 

Meaning  to  dedud   the  furcharge  on  the 

brewery,  which,  on  an  average  of  the 

three  iaftyears^  was  1,749,4 15/ amouDt- 

to  ...  .  »7i47^ 

The  net  produce  of  the  furcharge  tax  will 

be  ..  -  -  *         ^3J4»S2« 

The  tat  upon  poft-chaifes,  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per 
mile,   allowing  each  hired  chaife  in  England,  of  which  tkrere 
Victt  four  thoufand,  to  go  two  ftages  each  day,  it  would  pro- 
duce 
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docea  daily  income  of  600I.  pier  day,  or  219,000!.  per  an « 
BmwB  \  but  ieAu&iag  one^fourth  from  this  computation,  ho 
would  take  it  at  i64,00ol.  which  added  to  the  3J4^oqoK 
made,  m  the  whole,  478,000!.  The  intereft  of  fey  en  mil* 
liOBS  borrowed  at  fix  and  three  quarters  per  cent,  waf 
47 2,00dl.  fo  that  according  to  this  computation,  the  mm  of 
abcmt  6000L  would  remain  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
finkioff  fund. 

In  oe  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  went  into  a  gre^it  number 
of  BJiinte  compuutions,  in  order  to  fhew  the  very  little  ef* 
fcSt  the  furcharge  duties  would  have  upon  the  cuftoma  and 
excifiea^  fe  as  to  reach  the  confumer. 

The  breweiy  was  exempted, becaufe  beer  was  a  great  article 
af  cenfumption,  with  the  lower  orders  of  the  people;  and  if 
agreeable  to  the  committee,  he  would  exempt  foap,  candle89 
and  leather  from  the  furcharge.  The  amount  of  thofe  duties, 
nken  upon  an  avers^  of  the  three  laft  years,  amounted  to 
about  yoo^oool.  confequently,  the  furcnarge^  if  computed 
upon  that  Aim,  would  be  about  35,000!,  ff  (he  committee 
Ibould  agree  to  fupply  this  deficiency  in  any  other  manner, 
he  was  perfeftly  fatisfied,  and  on  that  fuppofition  two  modc« 
had  fu^gefted  themfelves  for  e(re6ting  it,  without  laying  oi| 
any  addUtonal  burdens,  thefe  were  either  reftraining  or  en- 
tirely taking  away  the  privilege  of  franking  of  letters,  or  tak«- 
ing  off  the  prohibition  of  the  iipportation  of  foreign  cam- 
bricks. 

Here  his  Lordfliip  was  entering  into  a  very  wide  field,  to 
fliew  the  abttfes  that  had  crept  in  the  exerciiing  of  the  pri« 
vilege  of  franking  of  letters,  but  was  interrupted  by  a  ge- 
neral murmur  of  difapprobation  i  on  which  hp  immediately 
topped  (hort,  and  propofed  the  taking  off  the  prohibition  of 
foreign  cambricks.  He  faid,  the  prohibition  anfwered  no  end 
whatever,  that  the  fame  quantity  was  imported,  and  that 
the  law  anfwered  no  end  but  diminifliing  the  revenue,  and 
the  giving  encouragement  and  employment  to  fmugglers. 
He  would  therefore  take  the  duty  upon  cambricks  tn  his  ac- 
count for  the  fum  it  ufualiy  produced  when  the  importation 
was  permitted,  in  lieu  of  the  furcharge-tax  upon  foap,  can* 
dies,  and  leather ;  the  difference  between  the  two  would  be 
but  trifling,  the  cambrick  duty  generally  producing  from 
about  32,0€)oL  to  35,QOol.  per  annum.  It  is  true,  that  fun^ 
would  make  no  part  of  the  prefent  refolution,  for  it  would  bo 
Bcceflary  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  a  motion  for  leave  to  repeal, 
k^trnt^kSt  if  wouli  be*  the  fame  thing  j  for  when  the  bill 
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was  repealed^  the  produce  of  the  tax  would  of  courfe  make 
part  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year. 

His  Lordihip  concluded  with  recurring  to  the  argument 
he  firft  fet  out  with,  the  pra£licability  and  numerous  benefits 
that  would  be  derived  from  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the 
year*  It  wa$,  he  confefted,  a  matter  that  required  great 
confideration  and  attention,  and  would  be  accompanied  with 
m^^ny  difficulties ;  but  be  had  no  doubt  but  it  might  be  ef- 
fe6)ed.  He  would  not  wifh  to  be  underftood,  however,  that 
,  flirring  fuch  a  propofition  implied  any  declaration  or  ac- 
knowledgement that  we  were  at  the  end  of  ourrefources  ;  far 
from  it,  we  had.ftill  many  and  great  refources.  it  was  not 
thrown  out  as  an  zSi  of  neceffity,  bat  of  wifdom  and  found 
policy.  It  would  prevent  us  from  borrowing  on  high  and 
difadvantageous  terms,  and  would  prevent  an  accumulation 
of  further  burdens.  In  ihort,  it  would  render  the  prefent 
funds  more  valuable  to  the  ftockholders.  There  were  many 
annuities  determinable,  which  would,  at  different  periods, 
.come  in  aid  of  the  national  fupplies,  one  in  particular,  of 
one  percent,  on  twelve  millions,  which  would  be  I20.,cool. 
befides  fevcral  others.  The  charter  of  the  Eafl  India  Com- 
pany was  near  expiring,  and  in  the  prefent  Aate  of  affairs, 
as  well  as  in  juftice,  affiflance  might  be  fairly  exped):cd  from  I 
that  quarter.  There  were  many  o)9Je<Sts  of  taxation,  which 
he  forbore  to  mention.  When  therefore,  he  recommended 
the  Houfe  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  propriety  of  raifing 
the  fupplies  within  the  year,  he  recommended  it  as  a  plan  of 
policy,  not  of  neceility. 
Mr.  Tult*  Mr.  Pultney  obferved,  that  he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  on 
"9*  the  24th  ult.  but  bad  heard,  that  two  honourable  gentlemen 

had  controverted  fome  pofitions  in  a  pamphlet  of  his  lately 
publifhed,  particularly  his  honourable  friend  near  him  [Mr. 
Burke.]  He  underftood,  thatihe  ground  of  objection  ftated 
by  that  honourable  gentleman  was,  that  whatever  was  gi- 
ven in  aid  by  the  faculty-tax,  mentioned  in  the  pamphlet, 
which  was  a  tax  of  fifteen  {hillings  per  cent,  on  what  each 
contributor  was  worth,  would  proportionably  difable  him 
from  contributing  in  the  ordinary  mode  to  the  eibibli(hed 
taxes  of  the  ftate.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  would 
not  only  prove  of  public,  but  individual  benefit.  Whatever 
property  he  poflefled,  whether  in  lands,  houfes,  {lock,  &c. 
would  be  of  more  intrinfic  value,  and  to  thofe  who  were 
tfi  derive  under  him.  In  a  public  light,  the  advantages  of  a 
public  contribution,   over  a  loan,  muft  be  obvious   to  the 

mcancft 
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fneaneft  obfenrer;  and  be  was  entirely  of  opinion,  that  the 
money  raiftd  within  the  year,  would  all  remain  within  the 
kingdom,  or  fhortly  return  to  it ;  fo  that  inftead  of  receiving 
with  ofie  hand,  and  giving  it  away  with  the  other,  refpeS- 
ing  individuals,  it  would  only  be  a  transfer  of  property;  and 
as  to  the  ftate,  the  immediate  and  future  benefits,  would  be 
immenfe  and  permanent.  '         . 

To  ftrengthen  his  argument,  he  contended,  that  no  na- 
tion could  long  fupport  a  war,  on  the  fcale  of  expence, 
and  the  exorbitant  intercft  we  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
money  borrowed.  They  were  directed,  and  muft  terminate 
in  the  fame  point,  that  of  national  ruin  and  public  bank- 
ruptcy. Some  fuch  plan,  as  that  laid  down  in  his  pamphlet^ 
muft  be  adopted,  or  the  nation  would  be  undone. 

He  condemned  the  terms  on  which  the  prcfent  loan  was  ne« 
gotiated;  but  prefumed  no  better  could  be.  procured.  He 
thought,  when  the  noble  Lord  knew  what  advantages  the 
fubfcribers  fought,  he  fhould  have  taken  care  to  have  utisfied 
them  in  the  manner  leaft  detrimental  to  the  nation.  That 
his  Lordfhip  might  have  eafily  done,  by  making  the  whole 
operation  in  the  three  percent,  confolsj  it  would  have  made 
lan  immediate  faving  to  the  nation  of  upwards  of  ^40,0001. 
per  annum,  which,  in  thecourfe  of  twenty-nine  years,  would 
go  yery  near  to  extinguifh  the  whole  of  the  loan  within  that 
'period,  fliould  the  three  per  cents  continue  much  under  par. 

Mr.  Burki  faid,  that  the  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  Mr.  fitirkt. 
year^  muft  folcly  be  drawn  from  property,  cither  lands, 
houfes,  ftock,  or  moveables.  That  it  was  prefumed,  and 
¥rell  underftood,  that  moft  men  in  this  country  lived  to  the 
extent  of  their  incomes;  confequently,  every  ftilling  drawn 
from  their  pockets  proportionably  unfitted  them  for  pur* 
chafing  the  gratifications  or  luxuries  of  life.  If  the  tax  was 
a  tax  upon  thofe  who  lived  by  their  labour^  it  would  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes  be  a  tax  upon  the  ncceiTaries  of  life ; 
if  upon  property,  it  would,  however  given  or  received,  a- 
ffiount  to  a  tax  upon  the  luxuries  or  gratifications  af  life ;  fo 
diat  in  either  or  both  events,  it  mufl  reach  the  confumer, 
and  the  commodity,  and  ultimately  the  revenue  be  drawn 
from  the  confumption.  If  the  manufafiurer,  merchant,  or 
mechanic  was  lefs  employed  in  their  reCpcSt'ive  profcffions, 
it  would  affei^  them  equally  with  a  tax,  and  that  it  muft  was 
evident;  becaufe  their  employment  muft  bear  a  proportion 
tion  to  the  demand  for  their  merchandize,  labour,  or  manu* 
faudurea.  That  a  few  individuals  would  be  enriched  by 
this  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  was  certain,  but  that  the 
VpL,  XI.  D  whole 
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whole  mafe  of  people,  as  well  as  tke  pttblic  ifvcuu^,  mKHiM 
be  rmpoveri/hed,  was  equally  tn#€. 

He  roTe,  he  faid,  only  to  pojac  oiu  the/^Ufkry  lof  (b^  oobls 
Lord's  rt:^r<jning,  left  jinv  perA  n  (hould  iie  4gciMV€d  by  k* 
He  would,  (or  inflance,  alk  the  noble  Lord  whether  the  taa 
duty  or  excife  did  not  produce  b0lf  a  million  annually  i  Now 
upon  the  noble  LordS  hvpotbefis,  he  prefumcd,  ihat  *foer 
the  fupplies  within  the  year  were  rgifed  by  aids  dr^wn  fr6m 
propel  ty,  there  would  not  be  as  much  tea  drailk»or  ;ipy  orbcr 

friven  commodity,  of  what  might  be  called  mere  articles  of 
uxury.  He  (aid,  th^  idea  was  equally  ilUfouii^  faod  abr 
(urd.  No  man  had  any  motive  for  fecuring  or  inQreftfiog  his 
property,  but  «iain]taining  himfelf,  providing  for  bis  ffamilf^ 
or  from  avarice.  Thefe  would  all  continue  to  oporate  Upog 
biscondudl  in  every  fituation;  their  operations  wii«e  native, 
fyfiematlc,  and  uniform.  So  long  then  as  they  ilire^d  .his 
crondudl,  it  was  to  be  prefumed*  ttiat  they  would  prevent 
bim  Crom  adding  to  the  public  fiook,  wirhout  rotrenchiog  U^ 
rsepences.  When  therefore  tbefe  aiotives  chafed  |o  infl^ncf 
human  -aAions,  then  would  the  ooble  Lord's  plaii  be  pracr 
licabie,  but  not  a  inoment  fooner. 

He  obferved  what  pains  the  noble  Lord  took  to  dtvm:t  die  At- 
tention of  the  commitifte  to  «xi<ein£c  matter.  He.fays^h  |i 
plan  may  be  pra&icable \  but iays be  does notknow  the tnf ana. 
That  is,  he  affirms  the  pra£liQabiltty,  while  he  acknPwI^Ag^ 
that  hedoes  not  know  that  it  isib.  Again,  the  npble.Lpid  has 
given  a  defcanton  the  breweny,  and  the  ability  ofibed>rewess 
to  pay  the  ^x,  without  raifmg  the  price  of  bper  to  tbe  conr 
fumer ;  but  what  is  all  tb^  for?  or:to  what  funpoki  Oo\f 
to  tell  you^  that  he  does  not  mean  to  tax  <the  brewery.  He 
fdefirrd  the  noble  Lord  to  conf^der  the  poffible  €on4equea>p$e 
ivhich  might  afifc  from  Iftyijig  additional  duties  upon  WfOr 
modities  ufed  in  our  manufa^UH^s ;  which,  if  top  bigby 
yrould  probably  aflFed  both  pur  ma«ufa6lur«a  and  cocnoieroe* 
tfr.  Fm.  Mr.  i^5^made  fevcralobfervattons  on  Locd  North's  (pecich. 
Hv  par  icularly  remarked  oa  thcconfidenfoe  with  which  ihe^lft- 
blc  Lore*  f/okeof  ^reat  rcfources,  af>Athe  facility  of  procuriflg 
future  loans,  when  all  theHoufe.hadtodo  tohe.eonvijicedof  the 
fallacy  and  drfiirned  *! el iifion  of  fucb  declarations,  wasDorecplr 
Jedl  when  the  noble  Lord,  (o  la  ttly  as  theprcceding  WedpefdajTy 
fpenly  and  repeatedly  acknowledged,  ^^  I  wanted  etgh«  jBiit? 
.  li(ui&,  but  after  the  moft  fireouous  cforts,  wms  4lic4t  *ble  ta 
procure  m()re  than  fevea*.  I  prdTed  the  iiibfcribeis  on  the 
n^ceffity  of  getting  the  other  million,  but  was  n<4  ftble  to 
prtvail/'     ^pw  l^r  thh  recept  dcclarjitioo  .acf:ord«4  with 
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tJUfpctteatii  rdbui^ts  and  rtility  df  this  county,  he  left  trt 
tlienoUe  Lofd  to  roconcile.  He  would  likewife  wifli  tht 
noHc  Lord  to  reccrf!«£(,  the  deficiencies  in  the  fervants  and 
Iwafe-fCax^  fM  leU  than  iHe^y  one  half,  and  fee  \^hat  right 
lit  had. fed  expert  any  credit  en  th«  probable  produce  of  any 
tas  wbicli  he  rrttght  tH?n%  pf&pet  to  propofe.  The  noble 
Lord  had  indeed  CQnfefTed,  he  had  been  miftaken  in  his  com'* 
patatRKi  of  kft  ye&r^  he  eiitpeif^ed  to  hear  the  fame  confe^n 
homhtB  Lotdftrp  th6  n^ict. 

His  ftanour^bie  friend^  whohadjuft  fat  do\vn,  faid,  thatf 
thoogb  th0  tftxes  were  far  from  being  what  he  could  wifh^ 
iiich  1*39  the  flate  of  puMic  credit,  that  he  would  agree  with 
them,  beoaufe  he  cwM  not  himfelf  propofe  better.  He 
aiedcd  ncrfoch  candd«r;  titch  a  knguage,  {faould  it  becomd 
prcvakfie^  would  ht  lkt^«  fli»irt  of  the  furrender  of  the  rights 
of  Parliameiit.  The  ^ueftioA  was  open  to  every  membei^ 
p^fit,  to  approvY  or  6bjeft  to.     He  might  objedt,  and  fee  .  . 

thtimptoptntyof  a  t»t)  and  yet  n«  come  prepared  to  ftrb'*' 
ftitme  JkfiOther  iw  it*  roorti.  Every  member  was  not  a  chan- 
cellor cf  tile  exChe^ufr,  ndr  could  the  rfjoft  intelligent  comt 
fvfficientiy  prepared/ when  intricate  operations  of  finance 
were  to  he  fubmtttod  to  their  judgment,  to  fubftitute  another, 
inftead  of  the  plan  propofed  by  government.  For  inftance, 
the  terms  of  the  loan  were  ftrongly  obiedted  to  the  laft  night, 
ky  him  atnofl^  tilt  rt#.  If  the  Houtrr  were  acquainted  with 
them,  ptefknn  td  flltfif  beirtg  propofed,  and  that  gentiemct^ 
had  time  to  tortt  th*ma*eer  in  their  thouglits,  they  mrght! 
frame reafons,  and  make  ufc  of  arguments',  fiiffictent  to  fcew, 
thatfkc  bari^airt  was  a  bad  bargain,  and  that  the  fabfcribers 
night  be  equat})y  well  fecured,  and  fiill  a  very  (^onfidera-* 
Uefaving  made  to  the  nation. 

He  faid,  the  noble  Lcrrd's  detail  was  calculated  to  dra# 
the  attrntion  of  the  Honfe  to  mere  trifles,  or  to  waftc  It  in 
in  acoovnt  of  what  might  be  done,  but  what  his  Lord{hi|i 
W  hot  mean  to  do.  Th^  ft6bl*  Lord  tells  you,  that  the 
additioRa}  five  per  cent,  on  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  and 
cioifev^  h  bat  a  wiere  trifie,  and  cati  be  therefore  eafily  borne. 
Thendbie  Lord  may  tell  yotf  fo  the  next  year,  and  the  yeaf 
*fer;  but  18  tfce  noble  Lord  fure  thdt  the  origin^  funa  on 
wbiehahts  furcharge  is  GOt»puted,  Will  coritinue  equally  pro* 
Mtdfci  Js  he  certain,  that  the  decay  df  trade  in  one  in-. 
fiance,  and  this  additional  tafx  in  the  other,  may  not  both  af-  '  ^ 
f#ft  the  import  and  eotifumpcion^  If  the  excife  and  cuftoms 
havedccrcafed  fo  much  vyithin  the  two  laft  years,  what  fectr-* 
ftty  has  he  that  they  wili  not  decreafe  in  a  larger  pnoportioii 
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iY\c  next  ?  or  that  the  finking  fund,  which  has  produced  only 
two  millions  within  the  laft  year,  will  produce  half  that  fum 
the  next ;  or  that  inftead  of  raifing  the  intereft  of  the  money 
borrowed  upon  new  ts^xes,  we  are  not  in  fad  mortgaging  the 
produce  of  the  finlcing  fund,  to  new  crediters,  after  having  al* 
ready  pledged  it,  by  the  moft  folemn  fantSions  of  parliament, 
to  the  old  ones. 

The  noble  Lord  had  complained  of  the  evafions  made  ufe 
of,  in  order  to  defeat  the  fervants  and  houfe  tax,  by  which 
means,  the  zAs  which  rmpofed  them,  were  prevented  from  a 
due  and  legal  operation.  His  Lord(hip  feemed  to  inftnuate, 
that  this  arofe  from  the  partial  condu^  of  the  commiffioners, 
appointed  to  carry  thofe  a£ls  into  execution.  This  vras  at 
heft,  but  an  aflertion  without  proof,  and  muft  be  received  as 
fuch  s  the  noble  Lord  it  is  true,  called  in  the  authority  of  the 
judges  to  his  fupport ;  this  he  was  bold  to  maintain,  was 
an  extrajudicial  opinion.  The  appeal  lay  te  the  commif* 
fioners,  and  they  were  fully  competent  to  decide  upon  it. 
But,  fays  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  move  to  amend  thofe  ads  ; 
why  not  'ffate  the  amendment  to  the  Houfe  i  The  truth  is, 
the  noble  Lord  knows,  that  the  taxes,  however  the  afis  may 
be  amended,  will  ftill  be  deficient,  as  well  as  he  knows,  that 
the  prefent  new  ones,  will  fall  confiderably  ihort  of  what  he 
has  taken  them  for. 

He  concluded  with  fome  obfervations,  on  the  Ux  upon 
poft-chaifes,  as  tending  to  prevent  that  free  communication* 
which  was  one  of  the  great  caufes  of  our  prefent  flourifliing 
ftate ;  the  improvement  of  our  manufaAures,  and  gentnd 
cultivation  and  improvement;  and  on  the  whole,  would*  be 
attended  with  fuch  difficulties  and  expence  in  the  collefiion,  as 
he  thought  for  his  part,,  would  occalion  much  injury,  and  be 
of  no  material  fervice  to  the  revenue. 
L*t4  N$rtb.  Lord  ^^rth  replied  to  the  two  honourable  ^ntlemen,  who 
fpoke  hft.  He  faid,  that  one  of  them  [Mr.  Burke]  fuppofed 
every  man  was  influenced  by  pteafure  and  avarice ;  and  that 
he  who  gave  to  the  ftate,  if  he  came  under  the  firft  defcriptton, 
muft  retrench  his  expences,  and  abftain  from  gratifications ; 
and  that  the  avaricious  man,  would  fpend  no  more  than  he 
did  before,  and  would  dedud  whatever  he  thus  contributed 
from  his  ufual  expenditure.  The  propofition  was  far  from 
being  well  founded,  in  his  opinion  •  he  hoped  that  there  were 
.  many  influenced  by  other  and  more  generous  motives  ;  num* 
kcrs  would  fupport  government,  that  were  neither  fpend- 
(hrifts  or  mifers. 
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The  hoDourablp  gentlecnan  had  condemned  the  appeal  to 
the  twelve  juda.es,  and  fuppofed,  that  the  commiffioners  were 
competent  to  finally  decide.  He  efteemed  the  gentlemen  in 
the  commiffion,  as  a  very  hpneft  refpeSable  body  of  men  ;  but 
however  favourably  he  was  difpofed  to  think  of  them,  he 
could  not  put  their  opinions  on  the  footing  of  fo  fulemn  a 
determination.  There  was  a  claufe  in  the  a£i,  which  gave 
a  dernier  appeal  to  the  judra,  and  as  to  the  decifion  icfelf,  he 
looked  upon  it  to  be  a  moft  refpe£lable  one;  for  he  believed 
that  the  benches  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  were  occupied  by  as 
unbiailed  and  s|a  independent  a  fet  of  men,  as  ever  fat  there# 
His  Lrordfliip  went  into  a  great  many  other  particulars  of  lefs 
moment,  in  reply  to  obje^tons  made  from  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  and  faid  as  it  a][)peared  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the 
coauninee^  he  wouM  take  the  duty  upon  cambricks,  in  lieu 
of  the  furcbarge  tax  upon  tallow-candles,  leather,  and  foap. 

Mr.  Burif  rofe  again,  and  faid,  that  he  never  faid  that  •^''  ^arh^ 
gratifications  and  avarice  were  the  only  two  motives  to  human 
adions.  What  he  faid  was,  that  gratifications,  avarice,  or 
making  a  provifion  for  one's  family  or  pofterity,  were  the 
leading  caufes  which  operated  in  general  with  mankind,  which 
he  was  ready  to  maintain,  and  follow  it  with  his  firft  conclu- 
fion,  that  every  man,  who  contributed  in  a  private  pr  public 
manner,  whether  by  tax  or  gratuity,  would,  upon  fome  one' 
of  thofe  motives,  fiqd  himfelf  obliged  to  retrench  his  ordinary 
expences,  and  ofcourfe  abftain  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree 
from  thofe  gratifications  or  enjoyments,  by  which  he  formerly 
contributed  to  the  fupport  of  the  flate. 

Sir  Richard  Suitm  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  SirXfcA^nT 
i|)oke  laft,  bad  mifcooceived  the  idea  thrown  out  in  the  **'^*^ 
pamphlet  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  the  airguments  reforted 
to  by  the  noble  Lord ;  for  the  queftion  was  not,  whether  a 
man  could  pay  out  of  his  annual  income,  what  he  wanted  to 
laifc  by  way  of  mortgage  upon  that  income,  but  whether  the 
nation,  upon  a  public  emergency  of  the  firft  importance,  could 
in  its  colie£live  capacity,  raife  fifteen  millions  within  the 
year. 

Mr.  Ctfr»<(;47// replied  to  feveral  paiTages,  in  the  fpeeches  of  W^r  ^•^•• 
MeiFrs.  Burke  and  Fox,  contended  that  the  5  per  cent,  duty  ^ 
would  be  eafily  collected,  and  if  any  difficulties  ihould  arife 
in  the  coIIeAion  of  the  poft-chaife  tax,  it  might  undergo  a 
revifioo  the  nextfeffion,  when  the  fubftantial  objections  made 
to  hy  and  founded  in  experience,  might  be  readily  reoMvcd. 

Mr,  T.  Townjhend  faid,  that  wh^n  the  houfe  tax  came  un-  ^f,,  ^j-, 
der  Che  coofideration  Qi  the  Boufe,  he  believed,  that  it  would  ^wwnjk^ai* 
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•f>I^ttr  t«  biVe  been  ekecatdd  very  paVtiaHy.  Out-hdUi^  were 
^bttrgtfd  rated^  which  was  not  the  intdntion  of  the  le^iftature  ; 
ftvobf  was  (hevi^n   in  fome  inftances,  and  the  u«ihoft    rigou^ 
eicercifed  ifi  others*      He  was    rated    fot  fcts   houfe   in  thtf 
eduntry,  wWch  was  no  more  th^  a  rot,  fdrty  proHnds^  while 
he  onddrftood^  that  the  noble  Lord   who  pbStlkd  a  family 
.  maniion  in  thec<nilitry,  was  charg6<i  but  fen  pounds. 
Ur.Bsikf.      Mr.   AffVry  complained  greatlv  of  the  additional  t<}r  upon 
fttgars.    He  (kid  he  and  bis  fomily  paid  duties  to  the  amount 
41  ocsocoi.  a  year«  and  tb^t  an  additional  t^  upon  that  funi 
would  sfket  his  property  rery  greatly,  and  wad  indeed  rtiore 
thsln  the  planter  in  any  part  of  the  Weft  Irrdie?,  cotild  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  well  bear. — Rts  own  part  of 
that  fiinn,  which  was   paid  into  the  exchequer,   was   nearly 
twenty  thoufand  guineas  nott  money,  which  was  more  fhan 
wbfC  he  received  clear  after  aril  dtduAibii  and  oittgotngs,  fo 
that  thd  duty  upon  fugars  before  the  prefent  IM^  Was  fully 
equal  to  cent,  per  cent,  of  the  clear  produce.  Therefore,  when 
the  Robk  Lord  reprefented  the  additional  twk^  te  be  only  four 
pence  per  hundred  upon  fogar,  now  WcVth  at  market  fixty- 
fear  fliillingai  and  two  pence  three  farthings  upon  rvoi,  w^rth 
eight  (hillings  per  gallon,  his  feprefentntion  Waa  fallaeious, 
and  ferve^l  his  Lord&ip's  prefent  psfp^fc^  that  of  i^Ml^ding 
the  Houfe;  fcft  be  mufthave  known,  that  the  pUriter  not  only 
fmi6  the  duties,  which  were  almoft  feven  flHHingsy  or  thred 
fiMtbinga  a  pound,  but  likewrfe  ten  (btUrngs  freight,  arnl  art 
infuranee  equal  te  one  third  part  of  its  value.««-Hid  Lordftip 
couM  not  forget,  how  low  the  price  of  mm  wis  iii  Jafnatca  j 
for  heeould  not  forget  the  offer  he  made  to  bim  of  taking  the 
oentra£t,  which  he  made  with  Muire  ,and  Atkinfon  ae  fout 
and  four  pence  pergailonf  at  half  that  prieeexa^y^  or  evert 
hk  upon  a  Jarge  tcanfaftion* 

He  then  fpoke  of  the  very  fpirited  ejttr^'^ns  the  peof^te  of 
Jamaica  were  making  for  its  defenee,  M  e^pertc^  aaik>unt-^ 
Ing  to  four  thou&nd  pounds  per  day,  or  about  om*  milliort 
per  annum^-i^This  brought  tohis  recolicfiion^  one circunf'- 
ftance  which,  with  many  others  of  a  fimilar  nature,  might 
«a%  cccount  for  die  great  define  his  Majefty's  mimfters  had 
to  conttnae  the  wat.-^It  was  relative  to  the  fort  of  the  noble 
Lord  over  the  way  [Lord  Germain^]  whom  his  Lordfliip 
had  appointed  Receiver  General  of  Jam^trca,  which  entitled 
bim  to  a  poundage  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  public  receipt. 
This  upon  four  thoufand  pounds  a  day,  made  two  hundred, 
or  upwards  of  feveaty  thoufand  pouads  per  annum. 
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All  mudcr  thpffsforc  m^fi:  <cea(€  ^  ^^UWrs  )>OHigiopd  of 
perpctwfting  t^  bloody  ^4x1  deftrudiv^  V^^r,  ^hen  i^ey  W£rft 
iprgedonby  {uq]i  ftrong  ,^d  powerful  inoentives.  S^ut  be 
ffould  t^ve  tliKnii  rt-jfl^d,  &oiten  rhcir  m^d  career,  ^d  ukQ 
timclf  waroirc^  90c  |U>  oppr^f^  the  Weft  I^dU  iilands  tQOjdiucb^ 
kftciey -Aio^Jd  4efe  them,  as  they  had  aTre^y  loil  Noi  tb  Afner 
rica ;  tkni  tlie  4>pl>ik  Loid  in  p^rtic^lar,  left  bia  infant  foa 
ihoul4  l9i«  that  4iiery  yalu^ble  a^d  luctdtivp  office,  he  held  ia 
Jaoiakaft. 

The  refo]u()pn3  were  ordered  to  be  reported,  and  the  HPH& 
ndjoumed  to  die  3d  of  March. 

JUarcb  3.  * 

Mr.  «^  b^g^n  with  remarking,  that  tbe  orders  of  tb^MnAjr. 
Hook  had  been  diiabeyed  ;  that  the  pfipers  moved  for  fomp 
days  ago,  being  copies  of  thofe  found  aboard  the  Pallas  and 
Licorne  French  frigates,  had  in  part  been  witb-hcld ;  an4 
f^Krh  of  them  as  bad  not,  were  not  produced  till  finoe  the 
Houifi  met,  hy  v^bich  oieaos  the  meinbers  ^ore  prevent9(l 
from  knpw^  any  thing  of  tbeir  contents.  The  pap^pt 
aUuded  to,  had  been  tranfmitted  by  bis  honourable  relation 
to  tbe  adm^iralty^-baani ;  and  thongb  moved  for  on  ibe  firftinr 
&uice»  and  though  they  ^-ould  be  copied  in  a  few  minute^, 
they  we«e  wicj^-btrld.  Such  a  condu£t  .would  fully  juftify 
him,  ia  poftponing  his  motion,  that  gentlemen  might  hav.e 
time  to  perufe  tlie  papers;  but  a6  be  meant  to  ftate  tbeq[i 
«B  pitrt  of  his  fpeech>  it  would  anfwer  the  end  he  propofedy 
which  was  %o  ihew  the  comparative  llrength  of  the  refpec-* 
.live  .iqwdron^,  at  the  time  the  honourable  admiral  quitted' 
tbeCbaafKl.  There  was  ftill  fometbing  whicb  had  a  worfe 
Apfiearaooe 'tbafi  die  mere  delay  ;  that  was  the  omitting  eo- 
titelyihe  letter /rom  the  admiral^  which  acciQAQpamed  t^e 
iQcloJusE^f  :        ^  , 

He  tb^  proceeded,  and  in  a  prefaitory  difcourfe,'  after  fts^t^ 
ing  the  feemiiag 'Advantages  .virhich  gov^rnmenJts  merely  mQ- 
narchtcal  had  over  tho^e  limited  or  miyed,  made  tbe  follow- 
ir^  ofaife^atiQi^s. 

Thtffg^a^ral  opimoo,  whkb  prevailed  Jvi(as,  that  governments 
merdy.arbiCiAry,  or<  where  thedireftionof  thcpower,  fprce,aqd 


*  l!%e  Houfe,  about  foitr  o'clock,  ^pfcfeiiO&d  a  moft  -refpef^able 
sppeanince ;  nQt;a  ikig^  feat  beiiig  unoccupied  ^n  any  part  of  it,  a^d 
upvtrards  of  fiAy  momber?,  for  whom  there,  vas  no  room  in  the 
body  of  tbe  i^oufei  were  obliged  tip  fit  in  ih^  fifie  galleries. 
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re(burces  of  the  commonwealth  were  vefted  in  a  fingle  per- 
fon,  or  in  a  few ;  there,  all  the  funftions  of  government  were 
performed  with  greater  facility  and  difpatc^  particularly  in 
times  of  war.  Secrefy,  which  was  the  life  of  ctfiuixfel,  was 
lecured;  difpatch  and  vigour  were  only  bounded  by  th^ 
abilities  of  the  ftate.  The  blow  was  ftruck,  or  the  nccef- 
fary  precautions  were  taken,  as  it  were  before  the  caofe^ 
was  known ;  and  the  people  acquiefoed  in  the  power  and 
wifdom  of  their  .rulers.  On  the  other  hand,  Jn  govern- 
ments where  the  political  machine  confifted  of  different 
moveme  nts,  where  its  parts  were  more  complex,  and  the  motion 
of  the  whole  depended  upon  a  combination  of  various  move- 
ments, its  motions  were  flower;  they  were  regular,  but 
lefs  vigorous;  they  were  liable  to  be  defeated,  bccaufe  their 
ftated  progrefs  was  made  public^  before  the  propofed  ef- 
fect could  take  place* 

This  was  a  fpeculative  propofition^  that  no  man  could 
deny.  Indeed,  on  firft  hearing,  it  commanded  aiTent.  It 
was  an  abftraA  prdpofition,  equally  clear,  that  thofe  ad- 
vantages ariiing  in  arbitrary  governments  were  balanced 
by  others  enjoyed  in  free  governments.  The  latter  were 
better  calculated  for  times  of  peace.  Men  were  moreefFef^u-* 
ally  protcfted  in  their  perfons  and  properties ;  they  gave 
encouragement  to  the  exertions  of  private  individuals ;  they 
called  forth  talents  out  of  obfcurity,  into  the  fervice  of  the 
{late ;  they  were  favourable  to  mercaDtile  adventure,  to  the 
cxtcnfion  of  trade  and  commerce;  they  infpired  a  love  of 
country,  and  a  fpirit  of  honcft  independency }  in  fliort, 
free  governments,  while  they  put  every  man  upon  a  level, 
and  rendered  him  independent  of  every  thing  but  the  law, 
combined  every  member  of  the  fociety  in  one  common  in- 
tercA ;  and  created  a  perfonal,  as  well  as  public  pride,  which, 
when  properly  direded,  and  judicioufly  reftrained,  is  the 
ftrongeft  excitement  to  great  and  glorious  aflions. 

Such  were  on  one  hand,  thefuppofed  advantages  that  in 
theory  were  fuppofcd  to  be  annexed  to  governments,  where 
the  whole  power  of  the  community,  was  veiled  in  and  exer- 
cifed  by  a  fingle  perfon  ;  and  fuch  on  the  other,  were  the 
diftinguifliing  charafteriftics  of  governments  conftituted 
upon  the  broad  bafis  of  public  freedom.  But,  although  in 
theory,  each  proportion  ieemed  equally  evident,  experience 
held  a  different  language;  the  truth  was,  that  the  arts  of 
peace,  had  not,  at  all  times,  been  more  fuccefsfully  culti- 
vated in  flates  republican  and  free,  nor  yet  thofe  of  war, 
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in  countries  purely  arbitrary  and  defpotic.  No  nations  liad 
been  more  fuccefsful  in  war  than  thofe  where  the  body  of 
the  people  had  a  ihare  in  the  public  couafels ;  nor  none 
had  oftcner  failed^  than  thofe  who  excluded  them  entirely 
from  interfering  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 

The  ancient  republics  of  Greece  and  Rome,  exhibited 
the  ftrongcft  proofs  of  the  former.  This  country  would 
remain  a  monument  to  the  end  of  time,  of  the  iortunate 
and  almoft  irrififtible  exertions  of  a  mixed  government. 
Holland  and  Switzerland  further  confirmed  the  truth  of  this 
propofition,  that  no  form  of  governme/it  is  fo  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  happinefs  of  its  fubjcds,  for  internal  profperi- 
ty^^  and  external  ftrength,  as  that  in  which  the  power  is 
delegated  by  the  people,  and  exercifed  by  the  executive 
power,  under  their  controuK 

The  reafon  which  fliruck  him  was  this :  the  legiflative- 
and  executive  powers  of  the  ftate,  being  feparate  and  diftinA^ 
the  crown  stnd  its  minifters  are  conditionally  vefted  with  as 
much  power  as  is  neceflary  for  the  difcharge  of  the  truft 
committed  to  their  care.  The  executive  power  may  make 
peace  and  war;  may  enter  into  alliances ;  may  incur  ex-^ 
pences  ;  may,  in  fbort,  adopt  every  meafu re,,  which  the 
terms  of  fuch  a  truft  can  be  fuppofed  to  imply,  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  manner  as  they  think  proper;  followed  only 
with  this  fingle  condition,  that  they  are  refponfible  td  par* 
liament  for  their  condud.  If  they  aft  negligently,  corrupt-* 
ly,  or  traiteroufly,  they  do  it  at  their  peril,  at  the  hsizardo^ 
their  lives,  honours,  and  fortunes;  whereas,  in  arbijtrary  go- 
vernments, where  men  are  fubjeft  to  the  fame  failings  and 
vices,  being  not  fubjeft  to  a  like  controul,  or  to  be  called 
to  any  account  for  their  conduft,  their  conduft  being  direft- 
cd  by  the  only  perfon  in  whofe  power  it  is  to  dilgrace  of 
punim  them,  fo  long  as  they  preferve  the  confidence  of  the 
fovereign  they  have  nothing  to  fear,  or  to  deter  them  from  ^ 

giving  the  rooft  pernicious  counfcls  their  ambition  or  per- 
fonal  interefis  may  prompt  them  to.  They  have  no  ac- 
counts or  after-reckonings  to  fettle  with  the  public,  whom 
they  have  oppreffed  or  betrayed;  if  they  have  been  able  to 
flatter  a  Weak  prince  into  a  favourable  opinion  of  their  fer- 
vrces,  or  to  pcrfuade  a  wicked  one,  that  their  incapacity 
was  the  effeft  of  a  zeal  for  his  perfon,  and  an  implicit  obe<«' 
diencei  to  his  commands,  they  are  fure  to  be  honoured  and 
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cairefffed  at  court,  while,  perhaps,  they  arc  execrated  and 
dcteftcd  throughout  the  nation. 

How  ftir  the  doftrine  of  a  free  government,  retaining  a 
dernier  controul  over  the  executive  power,  was  applicable 
to  the  conftitution  of  this  Country,  was  a  fubjeft  worthy  of 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Houfc,  becaufe  it  was  a  mat- 
ter moft  intimately  connefted  with  the  fubjeft  of  debate  of 
the  prefent  day.  The  controul  he  alluded  to,  was  the  in- 
quiiitorial  power  vefted  in  that  Houfe ;  ai  controul,  which 
he  prefumed  no  gentleman  prefent  would  deny  had  been  fo 
beneficially  and  fuccefsfuUy  exercifed  upon  many  former  oc- 
cafions.  It  amounted  fairly  to  this  :  We  have  confided  in  ad- 
ininiftration,~for  the  eflFcftingfuch  and  fuch  purpofes,  which 
can  be  better  brought  about  by  the  few  than  the  many  ; 
the  truft  is  conditional ;  we,  who  have  delegated  the  power, 
referve  a  right  to  withdraw  our  confidence,  when  we  dlfco- 
ver  that  it  has  been  improperly  bcftowcd  or  abufed  ;  a  want 
of  ability  or  integrity,  equally  difqualify  the  peribns  intruft- 
cd,  and  fubjefk  them  to  punifhmcnt  or  difmiffal,  according 
t6  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  He  faid.  Par- 
liament might  forbear  the  cxereife  of  this  right  of  punifli- 
mcnt  and  enquiry,  but  they  could  not  diveft  theraf<Jvc$  of 
it,  it  being  of  the  very  effcncc  of  the  conftitution ;  they 
had  a  right  to  exercife  it  in  two  ways ;  the  one  by  way  of 
prevention,  the  other  judicially.  It  was  the  duty  of  rar- 
liamcnt  to  remove,  upon  good  grounds,  in  order  to  put  a 
ftop  to  further  evils.  Wicked  and  weak  counfellors,  were 
proper  objcfts  of  removal,  in  the  firft  inftance ;  of  condign 
punininrent  upon  a  conftitutional  inveftigation,  and  legal 
proceedings,  in  the  fecond.  Parliament  ftood  betvvcen  the 
people  and  the  executive  power,  and  it  was  only  through 
that  medium  the  people  could  conftitutionally  feek,  or  le- 
gally obtain,  rcdrcfs. 

He  was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  the  motion  of  the  pre- 
fent day  was  ^founded  ftriftly  in  the  principles  he  had  no\y 
laid  down ;  it  looked  immediately  to  removal  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  enquiry,  and  confequent  punilhment.  It  might  be 
faid,  and  he  cxpefted  to  hear  it  urged  with  all  imaginable 
Confidence  and  plaufibilit}',  *  What,  criminate  without  caufe, 
•  and  punifh  without  proof  !  Would  you  condemn  a  perfon 

abfent,  and  unheard  r'  The  proper  anfwer  to  thefe  queftions 
would  depend  upon  the  fenfeofthc  Houfe.  It  would  reft 
fold y  with  the  Houfe  to  judge  whether  the  faftsheftiould 
ftate  offered  good  ground  of  crimination.     If  it  did,  it  would 
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after  reft  with  tbe  Hoafe,  whether  the  proofs  were  fuflicient 
to  lopport  a  public  accufation,  or  parliamentary  impeach- 
menc.  It  would  reft  with  thofe  whom  the  connitution  had 
appointed  to  decide  in  the  laft  inftance,  to  declare  whether 
the  party  or  perfbns  accufed  were  guilty ;  aniJ  to  dirc£l  the 
nature'  and  extent  of  the  punifhment. 

Miniftcrs  had  hitherto  evaded  every  thing  which  Could 
poffibly  fead  to  an  enquiry  into  their  condua,  by  refuiing 
every  document  nccctlary  for  their  acquittal  or  conviftion ; 
every  thing  which  might  lead  to  proofs  of  their  guilt,  or 
innocence.  The  papers  which  he  moved  for  fome  days  fince, 
relative  to  any  information  they  migta  have  received  con- 
cerning the  equipment  of  the  Brcft  Iquadron,'  afforded  a  re- 
cent proof  of  the  truth  of  this  aiTertion.  The 'fate  of  that 
motion  waSy  that  it  received  a  negative;  and  he  prefumed 
that  many  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the  majority  on  that 
occafion,  voted  merely  on  the  reafon  afligned  by  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon.  *  That  the  diidofing  iecrets  of 
Hate,  which  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  the  papers  then  moved  for 
were  granted,  would  be  dangerous,  and  might  prove  of  the  . 
worft  confequence.'*  This  plaufible  objeftion  would  be  re* 
moved.  That  is,  the  information  necelTary  to  fupport  the 
propofed  motion  he  meant  to  make,  would  oe  grounded  on 
the  evidence  oh  the  table,  which  contained  no  fecrets  of  ftate; 
fecondly,  the  anfwcts  he  cxpeftcd  to  receive  to  the  qucf- 
tions  he  propofed  to  put  to  his  honourable  relation,  near 
him,  would  fupply,  he  trufted,  what  was  deficient  in  the 
papers ;  and  thirdly,  nothing  would  or  coUld  come  out,  but 
what  was  known  to  all  Europe,  and  every  gentleman  prcfent^ 
who  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  fubjeft. 

He  then  proceeded  to  flate  his  faAs,  and  point  to  his 
conclulions.  His  fa£ts  were,  that  although  ad  mi  nift  ration,  or 
be  would  fpeak  out,  he  meant  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  ihcfirft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  had,  in  the  month  of  November 
1777,  not  by  a  cafual  expreffion,  which  dropped  from  him 
in  debate,  but  repeatedly  in  anfwer  to  doubts  ftarted  and 
alTertions  to  the  contrary,  made  by  feveral  perfons  in  a  cer- 
tain refpeftable  affcmble  [Houlc  of  Lords]  folemnly  affirm- 
ed, and  pledged  himfelf  in  his  official  capacity,  that  there 
were  then  thirty -five  fhips  of  the  line,  ready  for  fca,  and 
fit  for  adual  fervice,  and  feven  more  in  great  forward- 
ocfs  ;  which,  would  be  readj  for  fea  in  a  fortnight.  Not- 
withftandiog  which,  early  m  the  month  of  March  follow- 
ioj^  wbcA  the  I^nourablc  adaiiral,  by  the  defiro  of  his 
'      S  ^  fevercign, 
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foverelgn,  went  to  Portfmouth,  to  examine  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  the  fhips,  there  were  not  more  than  fix  (hips 
of  the  line  in  a  ibte  fit  to  meet  an  enemy^.  That  ^fter 
that  period)  great  diligence  was  ufed  ;  yet  in  the  month  of 
June,  the  force  aftually  ready  for  fca,  was  little  fupcrior, 
if  at  all,  to  what  it  had  been  ftatcid  in  the  preceding  Not 
vembet,  That  early  in*  the  month  of  June,  Admiral  Kcp- 
pcl  was  fent  to  cruize  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with  twenty 
/hips  of  the  line  only,  though  by  the  papers  on  the  table, 
taken  aboard  the  Pallas  and  Licorne,  it  appeared  there 
were  then  twcnty-ficven  (hips  of  the  line  lying  in  Brcft 
water,  .and  five  more  m  great  forwardnefs  ;  fo  much  fo, 
that  the  whole  ihirty-two  were  at  Tea  early  in  the  month 
of  July,  which  force  was  accompanied  by  a  much  greater 
proportion  of  frigates  than  the  Briiifh  fquadron  ;  tlie  num- 
ber being  fifteen,  including  thofe  which  were  cruizing  off 
Breft  harbour,  ^e  then  corroborated  the  fa£l:s  ftated  in 
this  narrative,  by  reading  fuch  parts  of  M^t  Keppel's  de- 
fence upon  his  trial,  as  direftly  applipd  to,  or  ferved  to  con- 
firm them.  We  fhould  have  taken  notice,  that  the  papery 
taken  aboard  the  Pallas  and  Licorne,  were  read,  and  con- 
tained an  order  for  providing  anchorage  in  Breft  water  for 
twenty -feven  fail  of  the  line,  ftated  their  rates,  the  flags 
to  be  borne  aboard  them,  and  that  anchorage  would  be  like- 
wife  wanting  for  five  more,  not  then  ready,  The  line  of 
battle  confided  of  one  of  113,  one  of  iq6,  eight  of  84  and 
S0|  twenty  of  74  and  64,  one  of  56,  and  one  of  50  guns. 

The  conclufion  which  this  ftate  of  facis  fypporced,  was 
obvious  to  the  mod  middling  c^p^city,  and  mnft  equally 
firike  the  mcancft  as  the  moil  enlightened  underftanding, 
which  was,  when  Mr.  Keppel  failed  from  Plymouth  on 
'  on  the  9th  of  June,  with  twenty  fhips,  with  orders  to  cruize 
pfF  Uftiant  for  fo  many  days;  the  admiralty -board  miift  have 
Known  that  there  were  then  thirty  ready  to  proceed  to  fea 
in  Breft  water,  or  they  were  ignorant  of  the  faft.  If  the 
former,  it  was  an  ^St  of  the  higheft  criminality,  to  rifque 
the  fate  of  tliis  country  on  fo  great  a  difparity  of  force ; 
pay,  allowing  that  the  French  had  but  twenty -feven  Ihips 
ready-  for  fca,  the  admiralty -board  were  no  lefs  blaqtieable. 
Had  an  engagement  happened,  which  muft  inevitable  have 
been  the  cafe,  had  not  Mr.  Keppcl  returned  into  port,  the 
confequences  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  to  the  naval 
ppwcr  of  this  country.  If  the  weftern  fquadron  had  been 
^pfipated^  it  would  have  probably  ^one  to  the  extern^inating 
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the  feeds  of  a  navy  of  this  country  ;  our  trade  would  hare 
been  ruined,  our  coafts  would  have  been  infulted,  and 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  D'OrviUiers  from  burning 
and  deftroying  our  two  great  naval  arfenals,  Portfmouth  and 
Plyoaoutfa.  On  the  other  hand,  prefuming  that  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  was  ignorant  of  the  real  naval  force  of  France 
in  the  Bay,  would  not  the  confequences  to  the  nation  be  the 
fame  }  And  was  not  his  condu£t  equally  criminal  ?  Negli* 
gence  in  perfons  in  high  truft,  to  whom  the  Safety  and 
potedion  of  the  flate  was  committed,  was  not  like  negli- 
gence on  ordinary  occafions;  negligence  in  fuch  men  amount- 
ed to  criminality,  and  for  perfons  in  high  and  refponfible 
fituations  to  plead  ignorance,  in  juftification  of  their  mif* 
condnd  and  negle£t,  was^  in  fad,  acknowledging;  tbemfelves 
guilty.  But  this  prefent  motion  not  being  immediately 
dire^ed  to  punilhment,  but  removal,  it  was  enough  for 
him  to  maintain  and  prove,  tliat  the  fate  of  this  nation  was 
committed  to  an  unequal  conteft,  and  that  thofe  who  had 
wilfully  or  undeiignedly  led  the  nation  into  fo  hazardous  a 
fituation,  ought  inftantly  to  be  removed,  as  unworthy  or 
unequal  to  the  truft  committed  to  their  charge. 

It  might  be  (aid,  Is  not  removal  a  kind  of  puni(hment  ? 
In  fome  inftances,  it  certainly  is  not.  Here  it  is  meant  as 
fomc  degree  of  punifhment,  or  rather  leading  to  it.  The 
removal  is  incidental,  not  direSly  pcrfohal  i  becaufe  the  ob* 
jecl  is  the  prefervatiot\  of  the  ftate  j  the  meafure  of  removal, 
is  the  meafure  adopted  to  the  attainment  of  that  obje£l.  He 
faid,  the  iournals  of  Parliament,  contained  fcvera!  precedents 
of  motions  of  removal,  not  proceeded  with  by  evidence 
amounting  to  criminal  convi£tion.  Such  were  the  cafes  of 
the  Dyke  of  Lauderdale  and  Lord  Danby,  in  the  rei^n  of 
Charles  II.  of  Lords  Somers,  Halifax,  and  Portland,  in  that 
of  King  William ;  of  the  Bifhop  of  Worceftcr,  in  the  Qiicen's 
reign  ;  of  Lord  Orford,  in  the  late  reign  ;  and  of  ieveral 
others,  whofe  names  he  did  not  immediately  recolle£^.  The 
propriety  of  the  proceeding  was  manifeft,  for  if  the  mifchief 
was  great,  and  the  evil  alarming,  and  no  other  timely  remedy 
could  be  applied,  removal  was  the  only  ftcp  that  could  fu- 
fpend,  or  put  a  period  to  the  evil.  In  the  prefent  inftance, 
therefore,  if  the*  grounds  of  complaint  were  fufHcient  to  fup- 
port  the  refolution,  it  called  for  nothing  more  tojuftify  re- 
moval. It  might  be  faid.  Are  further  proceedings  to  ftop  nere  ? ' 
By  no  means.  His  motion  was  this,  he  faid  :  "  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  Houfe,  that  the  fending  Admiral  Keppel  in  the 
month  of  June  }afl,  to  a  ftation  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with 
y  •  fquft^ 
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a  (qcudron  of  twenty /hips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigate** 
at  a  time  when  a  French  fleets  confifting:,  as  there  is  gneaC 
reafon  to  believe,  of  thirty-two  (hips  of  the  line,  and  certain-- 
ty  of  twcnty-fevcn,  with  a  great  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
dreft,  and  ready  to  put  to  iea»  was  a  meafure  greatly  haaard- 
ing  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  without  any  profped  of  an 
adequate  advantage*''  He  was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  if 
he  carried  this  motion,  he  would  follow  it  with  another  for 
the  removal  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty ;  and  it  would 
th^n  reft  with  that  Houfe,  whether  the  hSt$  ftated  in  his 
motion,  would  not  furniOi  matter  fufficient  to  found 'upon  it  . 
a  parliamentary  impeachment. 

He  bad  thus  declared  his  objeAs,  without  refcrve;  helook* 
ed  upon  Lord  Sandwich  to  be  the  hcrad  and  mouth  of  the  . 
admiralty-board,  and  of  courfe  in  every  fenfe  refponfible  for 
its  condud  ;  and  he  was  the  more  urged  to  fay  fo,  becaufe  it 
would  ferve  to  Ihorten  the  debate,  and  prevent  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  who  were  prefent  in  their  places,  from  enter- 
.  ins  into  perfonal  juftiiications.  In  their  judicial  and  minifte- 
rial  capacity  they  were  only  refponfible  ^  but  as  they  bad  no  di- 
red  communication  with  the  fovereiga  ^  as  they  were  not  ad- 
mitted to  his  councils i  as^their  advice  was  never  fought  nor 
taken ;  as  no  one  part  of  the  propofition  flated  in  the  motion, 
though  fully  proved,  could  reach  them;  he  did  expedt,  that 
the  gentlemen  occupying  frats  at  that  board,  would  not  take 
up  the  defence  of  their  own  condud,  as  a  proof  of  the  inno- 
cence of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  if  they  could  con- 
trovert the  ia£ls,  or  juftify  them,  in  that  cafe,  the  fubjed 
lay  open  to  them  as  it  did  to  every  other  member  ;  but  as 
they  were  not  anfwcrable  for  the  ftate  of  the  navy  in  June  laft, 
or  at  any  preceding  period  ;  as  it  was  not  by  their  advice  the 
fquadron  under  Mr.  Keppel  was  fent  to  fea  \  as  they  could 
not,  in  the  ufual  exercife  of  the  powers  or  fundiions  of  their 
office,  be  acquainted  with  the  ftare  and  condition,  the  num- 
ber and  ftrength  of  the  Breft  fleet  \  in  hne,  as  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  counfel^  which  dictated  the  roeafures  of  fend- 
ing Mr.  Keppel  to  fea,  they  muft,  from  thefe  feveral  circum- 
ftances,  be  exculpated  from  all  blame  on  that  account,  at  leaft 
from  any  thing  which  at  prefent  appeared  to  the  contrary. 
The  meafure,  whether  wife  or  injudicious,  prcfented  itfelf  to 
them,  after  it  had  been  confidered>  matured,  and  determined 
upon  elfewhere.  They  might  retain  contrary  opinions,  but> 
as  a  matter  of  ftate,  previouily  decided  upon,  fn  his  Majefty's 
councils,  they  had  nothing  to  do  but^to  pbey«  .The  noble  Karl 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  having  all  the  neceifary '  infor- 
mation. 
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natioii,  cQuM  only  decide,  and  be  only  rerponfible,  and  con- 
fequendy  he  expeded  to  hear  that  fort  of  jaftification  which  ^ 
went  to  the  meafures  and  condud  of  the  noble  Lord^  only 
relied  upon. 

He  did  not  wsfh  to  be  underftood,  for  be  was  perfuaded  of 
the  contrary,  that  although  Mr.  Keppel  had  been  defeated, 
and  a  defcent  made  on  this  kingdom  in  confequence  of  that 
defeat,  that  acon<)ueft  would  enfue ;  but  he  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfc,  the  very  perilous  fituation  this  nation,  in  fuch  an 
event,  vrould  be  reduced  to ;  afid  how  incumbent  it  was  upon 
the  Houfe,  to  pafsa  marked  eenfu re  and  exprefs  the  ftronffeft 
difpleafure  at  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had  ftaked  the  nte 
of  this  country  on  the  iflue  of  fo  hazardous  and  perilous  a 
conteft.  In  the  firft  inftance,  the  poffibility  of  having  the 
feeds  of  all  future  navies  as  it  were  exterminated ;  in  the 
fecond,  putting  us  to  the.  hazard  of  contending  for  our  all, 
with  a  r»w,  undifciplined  militia,  J uft  embodied,  and  a  ve- 
ry inadequate  military  force,  moftly  compofed  of  cavalry* 
He  would  not  carry  his  ideas  as  far  as  thofe  entertained  by  the 
French,  that  a  landing  once  made,  the  conteft  would  only 
be,  who  (hould  poflefs  the  Tower  of  London  j  but  he  would 
fay  thus  much,  that  without  an  army,  without  pofts,  with-* 
out  fonrttk$  to  interrupt  them  in  their  march  from  thewa- 
tcrfide,  our  fituation  would  be  indeed  terrible,  and  truly 
alarmtng.  No  man  trufted  more  to  the  fpirit  and  native 
bravery  of  Britons,  than  he  did ;  yet  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing,  that  in  the  two  poffible,  nay  probable  events,  of  a  par- 
tial deftrudion  of  our  naval  force,  and  an  invafion  under 
the  circumltances  dei'cribed,  the  ruin  of  our  trade  and  com- 
merce then  returning  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions,   our  want  of  military  pre-  / 

paration  and  internal  ftrength,  the  efFe£l  the  whole  muft 
have  upon  public  credit,  the  facility  of  landing  on  ourcoaAs, 
and  of  pouring  in  troops  from  time  to  time,  to  almoft  any 
amoant,  the  means  of  fupplying  them  with  provifion^  in  a 
few  boors,  till  they  had  gained  a  footing  in  the  country, 
held  out  fuch  a  juft  pi£hire  of  what  might  have  been  the 
confequences  of  a  defeat  at  fea,  as  fully  juftified  the  higheft  - 
cenfure  of  f hat  Houfe,  on  the  authors  ot  a  meafure,  much 
rifqued  at  once  our  deareft  interefti?,  our  independence,  nay, 
our  very  exiftence  as  a  free  nation. 

He  commented  on  the  part  of  the  admtrars  defence  which 
he  hftd  read  foon  after  he  rofe,  and  contended  next  that  their 
treactaery  to  their  country,  the  perfecuHon  and  profecution  of 
that  gMtl^man  demanded  the  utmoft  indignation  of  that 
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Houfe.  He  went  into  a  variety  of  argumentative  proofs 
to  (hew,  that  inftead  of  trufting  to  an  inferiority  in  any  en* 
gagement  in  the  narrow  feas,  on  which  the  fate  of  this  coun- 
try might  poiTibly  depend,  we  (hould,  as  an  z&  of  neceflary 
prudence  and  policy,  always  endeavour  to  have  a  decided  fu- 
periorlty.  Our  infular  fituation,  the  nature  of  our  inter, 
nal  defence,  demanded  fuch  a  precaution ;  nay,  it  was  the 
the  very  idea  of  the  noble  Lord  bimfelfTSandwich]  who  faid, 
that  we  (houid  not  only  be  fuperior  to  France  alone,  but  that 
no  perfon  was  iic  to  preftde  over  the  naval  department,  who 
did  not,  at  all  times,  take  care  to  have  a  naval  force  fupe* 
rior  to  that  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  united. 

He  begged  leave  to  repeat,  that  he  wifhed  for  the  fulled 
proofs  ef  the  truth  of  the  fa£ls  ftated  in  his  mption  ;  but  mi- 
nifters  bad  refufcd  them  und^r  various  pretences.  The 
Houfe  acquiefced  in  that  refufal,  and  he  had  no  more  to 
fay  on  the  fub)e£l,  fo  far  as  it  refpedled  what  had  pafled.  The 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  befides  faying  that  the  papers 
called  for  would  give  improper  information  to  our  enemies, 
faid,  that  thofe  papers  would  be  necciTary  for  the  juftiiica* 
tion  of  miniftcrs.  l^he  moment  was  then  arrived,  when  they 
were  called  upon  by  the  nature  of  the  metion,  to  produce 
them  in  thdr  own  defence.  If  they  refufed  it^  would  id  not 
ht  prima  facii  evidence,  that  the  produSioh  of  them,  would 
make  againA  and  not  for  them.  They  were  refufcd  in  a  ve-. 
ry  thin  Houfe,  but  from  the  prefent  full  appearance,  he  truft- 
ed  that  the  Houfe  would  call  for  them,  or  draw  the  obvious 
conclufion.  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  he  could  not  procure  the 
very  bed  proofs,  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  the  next 
belt  evidence,  Hamcly,  the  papers  taken  aboard  the  Licorne 
and  Pallas,  further  corroborated,  confirmed,  and  explained, 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  honourable  admiral  in  his  place« 
With  that  intention,  and  with  the  permiifion  of  the  Houfe 
and  his  honourable  relation,  he  would  put  fuch  queftiona 
to  him,  as  he  thought  were  neceflary  to  prove  to  its  fatis- 
faction,  that  the  two  leading  fads  ftated  in  his'  motion, 
thofe  of  the  number  of  ihips  under  the  honourable  admiral, 
an^  the  force  under  the  command  of  Monf.  D*Orvilliers, 
the  day  the  former  failed  from  Plymouth. 

Admiril         Admiral  K^ppel  rofe  and  exprefled  his  feelings  on  his  pre-. 

^^^P^  fent  embarraffcd  fituation.  He  faid,  he  was  called  upon  by 
bis  honourable  friend  toanfwerto  feveral  queftions,  which 
he  was  fatisfied  would  fall  (hort  of  the  neceflary  information. 
He  never  would,  upon  any  provocation,  difclofe  thofe  fecrets 
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eotruftedto  him  as  a  profeffional  man.  As  for  the  informa--^ 
tion  ftated  out  of  his  defence,  it  was  to  the  beft  of  his  know- 
ledge iiriSiy  true.  He  was  called  into  the  King's  clofet  in  * 
November  1776,  and  confultcd  by  his  fovereign.  He  gave 
bim  his  opinion  like  an  houeft  man,  at  the  time,  but  heard 
no  more  on  the  fubje£i,  till  called  upon  by  his  fovereign  laft 
March  ;  the  confequcnce  of  which  was,  that  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  he  ftill  retained,  but  to  his  great  difap- 
pointmenr,  when  he  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  he  did  not  find 
above  fix  (hips  of  the  line  **  lit  to  meet  a  feaman's  eye,"  He 
acknowledged,  that  great  exertions  foon  fucceeded ;  and  that, 
confideringthefiateof  the  navy  at  the  period  alluded  to,  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  three  months  after,  the  condu£l  of  the  ^ 
admiralty- board  merited  approbation. 

He  then -proceeded  to  ftate  feveral  particulars  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Fox,  till  he  came  to  the  taking  of  the  Pallas  and  Licorn, 
where  the  papers  read  at  the  table  were  found.  He  affirmed, 
he  was  never  more  hurt  or  diftrefled  in  hfs  life,  than  on  the 
Itruggle  which  arofe  in  his  breaft  upon  the  occasion  ;  a  ftrug- 
gle  between  his  feelings  and  his  honour,  and  his  duty  to  hia 
King  and  country.  His  love  of  his  country,  however,  at 
length  prevailed,  and  he  turned  his  back  on  his  enemy  for  the 
firft  time.  He  returned  to  his  native  country  with  grief  and 
anxiety,  and  lamented  that  the  public  fafety  made  it  necef- 
fary,  or  that  fate  (hourld  have  determined  that  the  fevere  lot 
had  fallen  to  his  (hare. 

He  was  fevere  upon  adminiftration  ;  iaid,  he  had  been 
open  and  explicit  ail  along ;  and  that  he  little  expected  that 
when  he  had  opened  the  real  fentiments  of  his  heart  to  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  any  intentions  to  ruin  and  betray 
him  were  io  contemplation.  He  faid,  he  was  notconfcious  of 
giving  any  caufe  of  offence,  unlefs  pointing  out  to  admini- 
if  ration  where  they  were  wrong,  not.  for  the  purpofe  of  find- 
ing fault,  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  in  future.  When 
be  determined  to  return  home,  he  threw  himfelf  on  the  judg- 
ment of  his  country,  whofe  fafety  and  protedion  was  his 
principal  object :  for  he  faid,  had  he  followed  his  own  feel* 
ing$,  he  certainly  fhould  not  have  returned,  be  the  confe- 
quence  what  it  might.  He  went  into  feveral  other  parttcu*  ' 
lars,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  beftowed  the  highefl:  com- 
mendations on  the  condudt  of  Lord  Howe.  He  difclaimed 
all  conne<flioni  with  adminiftration,  at  any  time;  and  faid, 
that,  confidering  his  flate  of  health,  and  the  uniform  con- 
duA  of  the  admiralty-board,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  nor  in 
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anyway  conGflent  with  his  honour,  to  fcr^  again  under  the 
prefent  board  of  admiralty. 

Mr.  Fmt.  Mr.  Fox  now  proceeded  to  put  the  queftions  to  him,  as 
a  member,  delivering  his  teftimony  in  his  place.  The  firft 
queftion  lie  put  was.  How  many  fhips  of  the  line  had  he 
under  his  command,  when  he  tailed  from  Plymouth  ?-*- 
Twenty.     How  many  frigates  ?-— 

Kir.  Brtti.  Here  Mr.  Bret  I  fofe  to  deiirc  that  the  quellibns  might  be  tak  - 
en  down  in  writing.  The  noile  being  very  great*  L4ord  North 
stnd  Lord  Howe  rofe  at  the  fame  inftant,  but  the  firft  thing 
that  could  be  heard  was  Lord  Howe's  dcfiring  that  the  ho- 
nourable AdmiraPs  evidence  might  be  taken  down  in  writing. 

L.  AVf3.  Lord  North  objefted  to  this  pro pofition  ;  faid  that  no  no- 
tice having  beehgiven  that  witneffes  were  to  be  examined, 
it  was  extrcrhely  improper.  It  would  amount  to  evidence 
only  on  one  fide ;  and  if  any  motion  was  meant  to  be  engrafted 
^  Bpon  the 'evidence  thus  given,  the  Houfe  could  come  to  no 
rcfolution  upon  it,  becaufe  it  was  ,no  more  than  partial  evi- 
dence. He  did  not  apply  the  word  partial  to  the  honourable 
Admiral,  but  merely  to  preferve  the  order  and  regularity  of 
proceeding,  whidi  m  matters  of  accufation  always  fuppofed, 
before  any  decifion  was  bad,^that  witnefTes  were  exammed  on 
both  fides. 

t\tC£o(fer.     Sir  Grey  Cooper  adopted  the  fame  idea,  and  contended,  that 

Ao'ftep  in  a  criminal  profecution  could  be  taken  till  the  party 

*    >  waa  informed  of  the  nature  of  his  accufation,  in  order  that 

he  might  be  enabled  to  repel  the  charge  by  contrary  tefti-* 

moriv. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  replied,  that  his  motion  contained  no  matter  of 
criminal  accufation  ;  that  in  its  utmoft  extent  it  led  only  to 
removal ;  that  another  Ijpccies  of  evidence  muft  be  adduced 
to  fupport  a  criminal  accufation  ;  confequently  that  the  prin* 
ciple  laid  down  did  not  apply.  The  Houie,  when  the  evidence 
was  given,  would  be  the  beft  judge  whether  it  was  fufficient 
to  fupport  his  motion  upon  a  plam  matter  of  fa£t ;  if  in  the 
month  of  June  laft  Admiral  Keppel  received  orders  to  pro- 
ceed off  Ufhant  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  while  there 
were  for  certain  twenty  -feven  fhips  of  equal  force  lying  in 
Breft  water ; — and  if  this  faft  was  proved  to  the  fatisfaaion 
of  the  Houfe,  his  motion  miift  go ;  and  then  the  qucftrdn  of 
the  noble  Earl's  removal,  as  firft  CommilHoner  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, would  next  prefent  itfelf  to  the  confideration  of -the 
.  Houf6« 

He 
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He  begged  leave  to  repeat,  that  removal  did  not  imply  legat 
guilty  or  confequent  puniihment ;  that  the  fpirit  of  Uie  con- 
fiitation,  and  the  ufage  of  Parliament,  contradicted  any  fuch 
idea  ;  that  there  were  numerous  precedents  in  fupport  of  this 
doArine,  and  particularly  in  the  year  1667,  there  was  one  in 
point;  when  a  charge  of  an  ofFcnuve  nature  being  made  againft  ^ 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  one  or  more  members  rofe  in  their  [ 
places,  who  teftified  that  they  had  heard  him  tell  the  King, 
that  *'  your  Majefty's  edi£ts  are  fuperior  to  an  aft  of  parlia^ 
ment."  What  was  the  coafequcncc  ?  The  Houfe,  againft 
which  the  communication  was  made,  inftantly  agreed  to  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne,  to  remove  Lauderdale  from  his  pre- 
fence  and  councils  for  ever. 

Mr.  Cormvall  objefted  to  taking  down>the  evidence  of  the  Mr.  Cmi^ 
honourable  admiral  in  writing  ;  ODferving,'that  the  precedent  wtM* 
cited  cfid  not  apply,  only  as  to  the  removal ;  for  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  evidence  alluded  to  in  the  cafe  of  the  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  was  committed  to  writing, 

Mr,  Town/hend  remarked  with  fevcnty  on  the  word  /ifr>.  Mr,  Ttw** 
nfed  by  the  noble  Loid  in  the  blue  ribbon.     He  Hoped,  that/«Mf« 
in  a  natter  which  concerned  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  he  Ihould. 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  word  fide  ;  but  now  he  was  fully 
convinced,  that  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was  conduftcd  on. 
the  principle  of  the  word  fide  ;  that  iide  had  fent  out  the. 
Admiral  with  an  inferior  force ;  that  fide  had  refuied  to  thank 
Urn  for  his  faving  his  country  at  the  rifque  of  his  own  ho«^ 
nour  aiid  per&nal  fecurity ;  that  fide  had  depreciated  the 
viftory  of  the  27th  of  July,  and  called  it  a  defeat ;  that  fide 
had  iimituted  an  ill-founded  and  malicious  profecution  againft 
him^  as  a  reward  of  his  high  and  meritorious  fervices ;  that 
fide  had  refufed  to  teftify  any  mark  of  difpleafure  at  the; 
coodoftof  his  accuf<^r ;  that  fide  had  on  the  contrary  fhewn 
every  mark  of  approbation  to  the  accufer,  and  afforded  him 
all  the  proteftion  they  dare,  confidently  with  their  own  im- 
mediate, intereils  ;  and  that  fide,  by  the  lame  fpirit  of  ranco- 
Tom  perfecution  and  malice,  was  determined  to  drive  the 
Ifonoqfable  Admiral  for  ever  from  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try.    H^  fpoke  likewife  to  the  point  of  order,  and  faid  it 
was  to  die  higheft  degree  abfurd  to  ulk  of  receiving  evi- 
dence, and  refufe  the  making  any  ufe  of  it,  which  muft  be 
die  cde  if  hot  committed  to  writing. 


A  tiufi  pro£giws  utroar  now  fucceeied ;  wdtr  being  however 
rejkrei^ibfi  Speaker  Jatiy  the  evidence  mtfft^  if  received^  be  com^^ 
pitted  to  writing. 
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Lord  Hwwi.  Lq^j  ff^^g  propofed  that  the  qucftions,  as  well  as  anfwers*, 
Ihould  be  taken  down. 

JAf.Syfi^,  Mr.  Byftg  quoted  a  precedent  in  point  from  the  journals, 
on  a  debate  upon  the  milcarriage  of  the  laft  Dutch  war, 
^  when  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  the  Second,  com- 
manded ';  for  upon  a  queftion  of  faft  arifing  in  the  Houfe, 
it  appcr.red  in  the  journal,  which  was  read  by  the  clerk,  that 
evidence  was  immediately  called  fbr,  given,  and  taken  down 
in  writing. 

hotdNortb.  Lord  Norths  to  reply  to  Mr.  Townilicnd,  on  the  wordyT^jSr, 
called  Upon  the  Speaker  ;  who  aniwercd,  that  no  qucilion 
could  be  taken  down  in  writing,  in  order  to  frame  a  motion 
upon,  the  evidence,  unlcfs  the  Houfe  was  in  a  previous  en- 
quiry, 

lir.By/tg.  ^.j^^  ^y^g  appealed  again  to  the  precedent  recited,  and 
added  another  refpcfting  the  examination  of  the  Sheriff  at 
the  bar,  in  the  cafe  of  ihc  Brentford  rior,  at  the  Middlefex 
eleftion.  He  obfeived  the'  very  difordcvly,  unfair  manner, 
the  Houfe  had  proceeded,  in  rcfpcft  of  the  right  honourable 
Baronet  over  the  way  [Sir  William  Meredith]  who  had 
prefented  himfclf  tlirec  or  fouc  times  to  the  Houfe,  and  tho' 
he  hfid  a  pviper  in  hU  hand,. which  he  prefumed  was  a  mo- 
tion, he  was  as  often  obliged  to  fit  down,  and  two  or  three 
times  to  jgive  way,  pai:ticuiarly  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon, 

Mr.  Attor-     Mr.  At orncy^ General  took  up  the  precedent  fo  much  relied 

peyGejural,  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman  w  ho  fpckc  laft.  He  faid^  it 
appeared  by  the  precedent,  that  there  was  a  committee  fit- 
ting at  the  time  of  the  mifcarriages  on  the  Dutch  war,  and 
that  tjie  evidence  given  before  the  Houfe,  was  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Sir  mniam      ^^^  TVUllam  Meredith  then  moved,  "  that  Admiral  Kep- 

AtcrtJitb.    pel's  evidence  be  taken  down  by  the  clerk.*' 

poriNcrtb.  Lord  North  rofe  in  warmth,  and  faid  he  had  a  motion  to 
ipake  as  well  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  it  was  not 
indeed  committed  to  writing,  and  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man- made  his,  he  would  move  the  one  he  intended  by  way 
of  amendment.  His  amendment  was,  "  there  being  no  cn- 
cjuiry  inftituted  by  the  Houfe."  He  then  ufed  feveral  violent 
cxpreffions,  and  after  obferving  that  the  Speaker  had  already 
given  his  opinion  againft  committing  the  evidence  to  wl-it- 
5ng,  made  ufe  of  the  following  words  :  **  The  Houfe  is 
hound  by  the  authority  of  the  chaif  in  all   cafes  whatfo- 


^.ver.?' 
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Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  thofe  words  be  taken  down.  This 
gave  birth  to  great  nolfc  an^  confufion.  The  words  given 
to  the  clerk  to  be  taken  down,  were  not  the  exaft  words 
fpoken ;  the  uproar  being  too  great  for  the  clerk  ,to  hear,  or 
the  members  to  recolleft. 

ho^d  Sorth  to  palliate,  but  refufed  in  cfFeft  to  explain  ;tora  iV«r/K 
but  at  length  he  quallified  the  cxpreflion.  In  the  following 
manner:  "  The  Hoiife  is  bound  by  the  power  of  the  chair 
in  almoft  all  cafes,  if-— and  here  he  faid  he  was  interrupted  • — 
if  the  Houfe  fhould  fo  determine  !" 

This  apology  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Dcmpjtcr  called  upon  the  chair  to  give  his  opinion.  Mr.  Dta^ 
He  contended  it  was  his  duty,  and  in  the  warmth  of  expref--^*^' 
{ion  faid,  if  he  refufed,  he  would  complain  of  him  to  his  [Mr. 
D.'sjconftituents. 

S\r  Fletcher  Norton  then  rofe,  faid  he  had  no  predeleftion  S«r  Flacktr 
one  way  or  the  other ;  that  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  ^•'''^ 
he  cared  for  neither  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  that  he  did  not  dip 
in  the  politics  of  any  or  either  party,  and  he  called  Almighty- 
God  to  bear  witnefs,  that  what  he  was  going  to  fay,  pro- 
ceeded from  his  real  opinion.  His  opinion  then  was,  that  the 
evidence  could  not  be  committed  to  writing,  without  there 
had  been  an  enquiry  before  the  Houfe. 

The  queftion  bemg  put,  after  three  hours  debate  and  al- 
tercation upon  Lcfrd  North's  amendment,  it  was  carried,  by 
a  majority  of  208  to  160. 

As  foon  as  the  mcmoers  returned  into  the  Houfe,  the 
qucftion  was  put  on  Sir  William  Meredith's  motion  thus' 
amended,  which  paifed  in  the  negative  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  put  feveral  other  queftions  to  Mr.  fnf. 
Mr.  Keppcl,  which  were  anfwered  fubftantially,  as  he  had 
ftated  them  in  his  fpeech. 

He  obferved,  as  foon  as  this  fcene  was  clofed,  that  the 
motion  for  taking  down  the  queftions  and  anfwers  in  writing, 
was  loft  by  the  opinion  delivered  from  the  chair.  He  was 
fatisficd  that  the  chair  had  afted  ftriSly  impartially  ;  yet,  he 
could  not  help  obferving,  that  the  chair  when  firft  confulted, 
anfwered  without  referve,  **  that  the  evidence  ought  to  be 
taken  down  by  the  clerk." 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  Hon.  gentleman  had  omit-  sir  Flefeber 
ted  the  latter  part  of  the  fentence,  which  was ;    *^  if  the  Nortonk 
Houfe  was  in  an  enquiry." 

Mr.  Fox  refumea  his  fpeech.     He  declared,  he  was  per-'j^^^^  ^^^^ 
/cAly  fatisfied  with  the  proofs  contained  in  the  anfwers  given 
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by  hi^  honourable  relation,  that  the  fleet  fcnt  under  hie  com-* 
mand  was  confidcrably  inferior  to  that  of  France  then  prc- 
p?iriog.to  fail  from  Brcft.  He  defcanted,  for  a  confiderabld 
tihie,  on  the  negligence,  obftinacy,  or  defigned  treacliery  of 
xniniftcrs,  their  credulity  in  trufting  to  the  alTurapces  of 
Fx^nce,  whpn  fo  often  warned,  from  that  fide  the  Houfe  ; 
a^4  when,  they  had  actual  information  oJF  the  formidable 
n^yal  armaipent  going  on  at  Breft  and  Toulon  ;  th«ir  indo- 
lence and  unpardonable  inattention  to  the  meafures  necef- 
fary  for  our  home  defence,  and  the  feourjty  of  our  diftant 
poflefEon^  and  dependencies. 

To  conclude,  the  only  dcfencp  which  adminiftration  could 
fet  up  WTi^y  either  to  plead  that  they  did  not  know  the  eflfec- 
tive  nrengiK  of  Francej^  or  that  they  did ;  in  either  of  which 
cafes,  he  (Tiould  leave  it  with  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe, 
whether  their  conduft  wai  not  hi.;lily  culpable  ?  And  whe- 
ther, in  the  firftanftance,  they  ought  npt  to  be  immediately 
removed,  particularly,  the.  noblp  Lord,  who  was,  from  his 
ojffice,  more  particularly  re(j;)Qnfible  for  the  meafures  purfued 
and  adopted  in  his  own  proper  department  ?  His  motion,  as 
he  obferye^  teforc,  did  not  go  fo  far  as  the  noblp  Lord's  re- 
moval ;  but, if  it  fhould  meet  with  the  approbation  of  a  ma-  ^ 
jority,  he  meant  moft  certainly  to  follow  it  with  a  propofi- 
tion  to  that  efiedt.  He  then  delivered  his  motion  in  at  the 
^ble,  which  fee  at  the  bottom  of  page  29. 
UnA  Mnln  Lord  Mulgrave  made  a  very  long  defence  To  the  written 
frtfvA  proofs  on  the  table,  he  repjiefi,  that* they  were,  the  rooft  loofc ' 
^nd  indefinite  imagin^bl^.  They  were^wjtjiout  date  and  con- 
tained no  more,  than  an  order  to  the  pilots  to  provide  ancho- 
ra|[c  for  io^  many  ftiips  of.  fuch  and  fuch  rates ;  l^ut  no  proof 
tjbiatafiy  fucii  fliips  were  in  exiftencc  ;  nay,  to  come  to  the 
fair  conclufion,  the  paper  proved  the  contrary  ;  for  it  con- 
tained evidence,  not  that  the  flups  were  ready  for  fea,  but  that 
anchorage,  for  them  in  !]^reft  water  wa«  ordered,  when  they 
IJiquIdbe  rejidy. 

if  the.w/»tten  evidence  was_  dcfipi)t}ve,  the  parole  evidence 
of  the  hgno^urable  Adpural  in  his  glace,  ip.uft  b,e  equally  fo; 
becajjfe ,  it  w.a§  founded .  on  the,  written.  It . is  tru^,  the  ho- 
nourable Admiral  had  gone  into  a  variety  of  matter  not  at. 
all  cprnieded  with  the  motion  on  the  table.  It  might,  ilE* 
correftlj;  ftated,  havq.  be,ea  admitted  as  proof  of.  previqua 
negligence,  but  did  not  apply  to  the  period. me;iUoned  in,  Uwj 
ir^,tiojv,  which  was  fpecificaUy.cwfincd  to  the  ftatc  and  con- 
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dirion  ofoor  naral  force  in  the  mondi  of  Tunc.  Indeed,  in 
his  opinion,  the  hononrable  Admiral  might  fiave  as  Uell  in- 
tnxhiced  the  hiftory  of  his  whole  life.  His  cdunfcl  might 
have  advlfed  him  to  it  in  their  profcilional  capacity,  a  matter 
very  proper  to  be  itatrodubed  into  his  defence,  upon  a  crimi- 
nal profecation,  othcrwifc,  were  the  honourable  Admiral  to  • 
folbw  his  own  judgment,'  he  was*  convinced,  he  would  have 
contented  himfelf,  w'ith  replying  to  the  charges  made  againft 
him,  independent  of  any  extraneous  nratter. 

Here  his  Lordlhip  entered  into  a  long  detail  6f  proofs,  to* 
fliew,  that  the -fleet  inr  the  precedlhg  .November,    as  had 
been  affirmed  by  a  noble  Earl  in  another  affembly,  coh^fted 
of  35  (hips  of  the  line  ready  fbr  aftnal  fervice,  and  fomc 
more  in  fnch  3:  fiate  of  forwardnefi  as,  to  be  ready  ih  a  few 
days.    He  ritaiefdthc  (hips,  Aek  rates,  tec.  and  inftead  of  * 
thirty -fix  or  thirty-eight,  according  to  the  iffcrtion  of  the  • 
honourable  gentleman  who^madc  ffie*  mtftit)n,    h^  faid  the 
namber  amounted  to  forty-fcur  aftually  ready  in  June^  four 
more  ready  in  a  ftw  days,  *  rnclcidlng  thofe  left  behind  and 
thofeready  for  fea  which  afterwards  joined  the  Admiral,  be- 
fore the  chjgwcriient  of  the  twcnty-feventh  of  July,  making  - 
in  the  whole  forty -eight  or  forty-nine. 

In  anf\«er  to  the  charges  of  criminality  Or  hegleft,  he 
faid  there  was  no  proof  Of  either.  The*  fleet  under  Mr. 
Kepf>el  confifted  of  twenty  ;  that  aftiially  ready  for  fea  at 
Brcft,  butof  feventeen;  fo  that  by  every  rate  or  naval  war- 
fare erftablilhed  in  this  country,  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  that 
twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  a  large  proportion  of  three 
deckers;  might  without  any  imputation  of  a  crime,  be 
ihott^t'a  match  for  feventeen  French. 

He  -faid,  there  was  one  circumftance,  which  happened 
that  confirmed  him  more  'than  any  other,  that  the  French 
fleet  even  fo  late  as  the  23d  or  24th  June,  Was  inferior  to  the 
weftcm  fquadron ;  that  was  the  merchantmen  which  were 
permitted  to  pafs  tinmolefted  through  the  fquadron,  the  day 
the  Pallas  ai)d  Licorne  frigates  Were  taken.  The  ftrcngth  of 
die  Britifh  fleet,  mufl  have  been  kfiown  to  them.  Why 
then  if  the  Breft  fquadron' had  fuch  a  fuperi6rity,  as  thirty- 
two,  or  even  iwenty-fevi6n,  why 'not  in^lantly  proceed  to 
lea  m^qtieft  of  theBrltifh  fleet  ?  XVhat  ^as  the  confequcnce  ? 
Thoi»^  M.  D*OrvttliersVas  in  'fjoflfe'ffion  of  this  informa- 
ti<ra,'hcdid'oorq5dit-Bitft  Waiter  tiU'the  8th  of  July,  a  pe- 
riod of  abio^  tfc^cc  wcike  after  the  receipt  of  this  infof- 
jb9tLon» 
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The  honourable  Admiral  had  faid,  v^hen  he  found  the 
ftrength  of  the  French  fleet,  though  he  did  not  call  a 
council  of  war,  as  by  the  cuftom  of  the  navy  fuch  councils 
had  fallen  into  difufe,  he  had  coniulted  feveral  of  lys  officers, 
what  was  mofl  fit  to  be  done,  who  were  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  moft  proper  to  return.— All  he  could  fay  as  to 
that  was,  he  had  not  confulted  him.-- b«>He  was  feparated 
from  th6  fleet,  and  when  he  opened  his  orders,  though  he  did 
hot  approve  of  the^i,  he  chearfully  obeyed  and  acquiefced, 
under  the  idea  that  the  honourable  Admiral's  long  experience 
enabled  him  to  judge  and  determine,  what  would  be  moft 
likely  to  advance  the  fervice. 

■  HisLordlhip  then  gave  an  hiftory  of  the  conduft  of  Lord 
Hawke,  who  chearfully  undertook  a  flmilar  fervice,  with  fix 
ihips  only,  in  the  fvimmer  17  c8,  when  a  rumour  had  been 
(pread,  that  France  was  prepaxmg  to  invade  us,  on  a  cruize 
of  fourteen  days,  when  adminiftration  fent  out  orders  to  him 
to  return.  Tnofc  orders,  however,  never  reached  him  ;  and 
Ihe  Admiral  did  not  return  till  he  performed  the  fervice  he 
was  fent  on,  that  of  watching  the  motions  and  learning  the 
firength  of  the  enemy,  and  proteAing  our  trade.  His  Lord- 
ihip  read  a  copy  of  an  anCwer  of  Lord  Hawke  to  the  admi- 
ralty-board, in  which  that  able  and  gallant  feaman  told  them, 
that  he  would  never  return  into  port,  or  negleft  his  duty, 
when  the  enemy  had  only  a  trifling  fuperiority. 

He  treated  the  bugbears  raifed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  who  mad^  the  motion,  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  a 
defeat,  as  the  mere  creatures  of  a  warm  imagination.  He 
pxefumedf  that  even  if  the  worft  had  happened,  that  Mr. 
Keppel  had  been  defeated,  the  enemy  would  not  have  pro- 
cured a  viftory  .fo  cheaply,  as  to  be  ready  to  follow  it  with 
the  burning  of  our  naval  arfenals.     On  the  contrary,  it  was 

Erobable,  that  in  fuch  a  conflift,  .they  would  be  fo  roughly 
andled  as  to  return  to  their  own  ports  to  refi%— -The  only- 
engagement  in  which  the  French  proved  viftors  at  fca,  was 
that  under  Lord  Torrington,  off  Beach  y -head,  in  King  Wll- 
liam^s  time  ;  and  then  infiead  of  purfuing  the  advantage 
they  had  gained,  or  attacking  of  Portfmouth  or  Plymouth, 
inftead,  in  the  language  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  of  at- 
tempting ^^  to  exterminate  the  feeds  of  all  future  navies  in 
this  country  ,*'  they  contented  thcmfelves  with  the  honour  of 
the  viftory,  and  retired,  very  prudently,  to  their  own  ports, 
i^  Older  to  repair  the  damages  they  had  fuftained  in  battle. 
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|2is  Lprd(bip  conluded  with  refefving;  to  him&lf  |hc  Jibcitj 
of  aigam  v&tug  to  explain,  or  reply  to  any  objef^pn  whicf^ 
mi^c  be  made,  to  the  fa£ls  and  arguments  he  had  now  £tafed« 

Admir?]  Kef  pel  replied,  and  began  with  remarking  that  the  Adrn'ral 
nobie  Lori  b^d  called  his  defence  uncommon,  and  had  lai4^'^^^* 
that  he  might  ks  well  have  given  the  whole  hiftory  of  his  lifj 
in  it,  as  many  thingshe  h^d  thought  proper  to  offer  to  i\it  cqurt. 
The  not>Ie  Xoird  had  alfo  laid  that  it  would  have  beep  morf 
proper  for  him  to  have  truftcd  to  himfclf,  and  that  he  wa^- 
not,  in  Eis  opiiiion,  o}>Iiged  to  his  advifers.  Be  entertained 
very  different  feniiments ;  he  thought  himlelf  highly  in- 
debted to  his  counfel,  and  as  long  as  he  lived  Ihould  owo  hi^ 
gratitudctothcra,andcbnfiderthatbutfortheiphe  might havp 
fallen  a  (acriiice  to  one  of  the  moft  uncommon  attacks  that 
ever  was  made  on  an  officer.  The  noble  Lord  fcemed  to 
have  forgot  that  his  defence  did  in  fad  contain  the  hiftory  of 
his  Ijfe,  for  that  he  had  mentioned  in  it  his  forty  years  fer- 
vices.  The  noble  Lord  faid  that  he  never  conful ted  him  up- 
on the  fubjcft  of  his  return  to  port.  It  was  very  true.  The 
noble  Lord  was  a  young  officer,  and  he  would  not  put  hiqi 
to  the  di:fficulty  Qf  giving  his  opinion  on  thq  fubj^£l.  Young 
men  were  generally  eager  to  %hlt,  and  knew  not  wJiat  pru- 
dence and  difcretion  meant.  It  \yas  rigbt  to  fend  them  out 
where  bravery  and  perfonal  exertion  were  the  only  rcqui.fite^, 
tJut  It  was  wrong  to  place  them  in  {ituations  that  demanded 
thought,  deiiberatioD,  and  judgment.  He  did  not  much  re- 
garid  the  fentiments  of  young  officers,  on'points  rpfpcfting 
which  officers  of  great  experience  were  only  competent  to 
Judge,  but  he  had  heard,  fince  he  laft  came  home,  that  the  no- 
ble L>ord  difapproved  of  his  return  for  a  reinforcement. 

The  noble  Lord  had  alluded  to  the  conduft  of  Lord  ya\ykc, 
In  vshat  hje  deemed  afimilar  fituation,  in  the  year  1758  ;  he 
wiflied.the  noble  Lord  hadfrecolleScd  the  circumftances,  and  . 
cockered  how  far  the  two  fituations  did  or  did  not  agree. 
WasT^prd  Hawke  fcnt  out  to  n?eet  a  powerful  enemy  ?  What 
wcrcTiis  inJCtru£^ioAS  ?  What  were  the  obje£ls  in  view  in 
fending  him  out?  The  noble  Lord,  if  he  was  acquainted 
with'iEofe  iniiruaions,<ould  eafily  diftinguifh  between  the 
difference  of  objcft  and  difference  of  iituation*  He  was  a 
yqnpg  o^er  hitnfelf  aboard  Lord  Hawke's  fleet.  He  well 
remembered,  they  did  not  go  out  to  fight  the  French,  but 
to  watch  tl:^ai.  He  made  no  doubt  if  &e  noble  Lord  who 
cooimand^  that  little  fquadron,  had  met  with  th^  enemy, 
that'He.wm^'/xpt  have  turned  his  l^ackupon  them^  on  ac- 
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count  of  a  trifling  fupcriority,  but  he  (hould  be  very  forry 
to  hear,  that  great  naval  ofScer  ever  reprefented  and  held  out 
that  falfe  fuppofition,  by  way  of  example,  as  ready  to 
ruih  upon  inevitable  deftruftion,  fooner  than  turn  his  back 
upon  an  enemy  whofe  decided  fuperiority  would  enfure  them 
certain  vi£lory. 

The  only  colour  of  defence  fet  up  by  the  noble  Lord  was, 
that  we  not  only  had  an  equality,  but  there  wa«  no  evi- 
dence, that  we  had  not»  The  firft  was  evident,  for  if  there 
bad  been  either  thirty-two  or  twenty •fevcn  fliips  of  the  line 
in  Breft  water,  the  French  merchantmen  which  were  permit* 
ted  to  pafs  through  our  fleet  unmolefted,  having  given  intel- 
ligence, if  the  French  fleet  had  been  ready  to  go  to  fea,  they 
'  would  inftantly  have  let  flip  their  cables  and  taken  advantage 
of  their  fuperiority;  and  as  to  the  written  evidence  printed 
without  date,  &c.  it  amounted  to  juft  nothing  ;  it  might  relate 
to  any  other  fleet,  or  any  other  circumflance,  as  well  as  that 
to  which  it  was  applied. 

On  the  firft  he  muft  obfervc,  that  it  would  have  been  a 
meafurc  extremely  hazardous  for  D*  Orviliers  to  truft  himfclf 
to  fea  with  twenty-feven  or  even  thirty-two  (hip  of  the  line, 
until  he  had  authentic  information  whether  Admiral  Byron 
had  left  the  Channel  and  was  on  his  way  acrofs  the  Atlantic, 
the  wind  bcfidei  might  not  be  favourable  for  leaving  Breft, 
and  the  truth  was,  that  as  foon  as  Mr.  Byron's  demnation 
was  known  at  Paris,  and  that  orders  reached  Breft  for  the 
fquadron  to  proceed  to  fea,  D*  Orviliers  immediately  weighed 
anchor.  It  was  not  the  mere  failing  fro^  Plymouth  of  Mr. 
Byron,  that  determined  the  refolution  of  the  French  cabinet, 
but  a  moral  certainty  of  the  deftination  of  the  force  under 
his  command.  How  was  it  poflible  for  the  merchantmen  to 
report  more  tlaan  they  faw  ?  That  they  had  met  with  a  Bri- 
tifh  fleet,  of  twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  three  flags ;  or 
how  could  the  minifter  of  marine  upon  foch  information, 
hazard  the  fleet  of  France,  till  he  was  perfeftly  fatisfied,  the 
Britiih  naval  force  was  divided,  and  that  inftead  of  twenty, 
there  might  not  have  been  aftually  under  his  command 
thirty-five,  for  fo  many  including  the  two  ftiips  left  behind, 
were  then  aftually  fit  for  fea  ? 

As  for  the  noble  Lord's  comments  op  the  written  evidence, 
his  Lonlfliip  muft  have  known,  that  it  was  not  the  .  papers 
found  aboard  the  Pallas  and  Licorne,  that  folely  determined 
his  judgment,  of  the  efFeftive  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet, 
but  fyc  examination  of  fcveral  prifoners  c:^an>incd  feparatcly. 
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who  all  agreed  in  the  fame  account^  that  when  they  left 
Breft  fbme  days  before,  there  were  twenty-feven  fhips  of  the 
line  ready  for  fea,  and  five  more  in  a  great  ftate  of  forward « 
.  nc&  ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  noble  Lord  himfelf^  whether  it 
was  poffible  for  thofe  five  fliips,  if  they  had  not  been  nearly 
ready  for  fea^to  have  failed  out  of  Brefi  on  the  8th  of  Jdy 
following^  equipped  for  the  battle  ? 

The  noble  Lord  had  laid  great  fireft  on  the  impropriety 
of  an  oiScer  declining  to  meet  an  enemy  with  a  trifling  fu- 
periority  «igainil  him.-  -He  agreed  fo  far  with  the  noble 
Lord>  that  a  trifling  fuperiority  in  the  opinion  of  a  com- 
maiider^  ought  to  be  always  balanced  by  a  proper  confidence 
in  the  ikllly  {pint  and  native  bravery  of  the  omcers  and  fea* 
men  ondcr  his  command.  When  he  failed  from  Plymouth^ 
he  went  fully  impreft  with  this  Idea.  He  was  informed^ 
that  the  Breft  fleet  confifted  of  no  more  than  feventeen  fail 
of  the  line,  fit  for  a£taal  hoftile  fervice^  but  however  con* 
fidently'this  aiTurance  was  given  him,  he  meafured  them  in 
his  own  mind  at  twenty -four  ;  and  in  that  opinion  was  de- 
termined not  to  avoid  them  :  but  when  from  the  papers  on 
die  table,  and  the  accounts,  received  from  perfons  taken  on 
board  the  frigates,  he  was  convinced  that  the  French  force  , 
confifted  of  twenty -feven,  for  he  confefled  he  did  not  rate  it 
higher  (though  he  is  now  fatisfied  that  it  confifted  of  thirty- 
two)  he  thought  it  his  duty  moft  reluftantly,  fo  far  as  it  con- 
cerned himelf  and  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  flag,  to  re- 
turn into  port  for  a  reinforcement,  and  not  rifque  the  honour 
and  dearen  interefts  of  this  country,  in  fo  unequal  a  con- 
teft.  If  fate  had  otherwife  detennmed,  and  that  the  fqua- 
dron  under  his  command  had  been  obliged  to  contend  with 
fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force,  though  he  dare  not  anfwer  for 
the  event,  he  was  firmly  pcrfuaded,  that  the  viftory,  if  that 

I      fiiould  be  the  cafe,  would  be  dearly  purchafed  ;  and  that  the 
Britiih  feamen  could  dp  every  thing  which  the  moft  fanguine 

I       expe&ations  could  promife  from  men  overborne  by  fuperior 
force  and  numbers.  ^  ' 

Sir  Edward  Dering  mentioned  his  long  acquaintance  and  s\t Edward 

I      pedbnal  obligations  he  owed  to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admi-  Dttini* 
ralty,  againft  whom  the  prcfent  motion  was  manifeftly  in- 

!      tended,  and  his  honourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft  ;  but  if 

I      Parliament  or  that  Houfe  had  any  countroul  over  the  execu- 
tive part  of  government,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that 

/      there  was  evidence  fufficient  before  the  Houfe,  to  juftify  the 

pieienc  propofed  vote.— -Was  there  a  man  in  the  firft  inftance 

/      ^         ^  G  2  in 
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in  ,rhfe  tloule,  who  Cbuld  fairly  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart, 
and  fay,  ttat  the  t^rench  was  not  ftipcrior  to  lis  at  fea^  as 
foon  as  Mr.  Byron  kft  thc'Charinel,  in  his  \Vay  to  North 
America  ?---W'as  there  a  fecond,  taking  in  all  the  circum- 
ftanccs  of  rifque  and  evident  danger,  who  could  fay,  tliatthc 
tioHc  Lord  who  had  led  the  nation  into  this  perilous  fitua- 
tion,  was  any  longer  fit  to  prefide  in  our  marine  councils  ?, 

Sir  Edwaixl,  in  the  courfc  of  his  fpeech,  let  fall  a  great 
Jnany  cxprcflions  promotive  of  mirth  and  good  humour;  but 
there  was  mixed  with  this  extraneous  mattter,  no  fmall  por- 
tion of  quickncfs  of  conception,  and  a  particular  fhrewdnefs 
bf  obfervation;  both  ot  which  gave  birth  to  the  following 
jTpeech  of  Lord  North.  ' 
hoti  North.  Lord  A/drth  faid,  he  was  not  fuprizcd  at  whiit  had  fallen 
froiii  tVe^horibuuible  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft.  Honoura- 
ble gentlemen'wlio  were  abfent  frona  the  debate,  or  being 
fatigued,  from  fitting  u^  late  or  from  any  other  caufe,  had 
thought  proper  to  refrtfh  themfelves,  came  down  ill  gtkid  hti- 
mour  to  give^heir  own  opinions,  but  frequently  rtliftook  thfe 
^queftioh,  being  totally  ignorant  of  what  had  pafied  whllfe 
they  were  away. .  The  honourable  gentleman  who  now  fttt 
down— Here  his  Lordlhip  was  peremptorily  called  tb  oifQer 
from  every  fide  of  the  Hourc-— He  begged  pardoil,  he  faid  ; 
a^l  he  meant  to  fay  was,  that  gentlemen  frequently  m!ftoo^ 
the  queftion,  arid  he  hoped  that  was  not  diforderly. 

riis  Lordfhip  now  proceeded  to  confider  the  queftida,  as  it 
fairly  preftnted  itfelf  to  the  Houfe.  Firft,  whether  t"here  was 
evidence  to  fupporc  the  motion ;  fecondly,  if  there  was  evi* 
dence,  Whether  the'admiralty-board  from  the  general  Situation 
of  pubfic  afFatrs,  was  not  fully  juftified  in  their  conduft  ?  ^ 

On  the  firft  of  thofe,  his  Lordftiip  made  a  very  elaborate 
fpeech^  containing  not  a  Mlabte  of  new  matter,  but  tnercfy 
the  fafts  and  arguments  Uatcd  and  urged  by  Lord  Mulgrave, 
dreffed  up  in  different  words,  preffed  with  remarkable  energy 
and  confidence,  and  ftrewed  tip  and  down  with  perfonal  at- 
tacks and  obfervations,  on  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion. 

He  faid,  the  paper  found  aboard  the  frigates  contained  on- 
ly in  order  to  provide  anchorage ;  that  if  the  Breft  fleet  was 
fuperior,  it  would  not  have  remained  in  harbdur,  'till  the  8%li 
of  July,  after  receiving  information  of  oDr  rdal  ftrength,  by 
the  merchantmen  which  were  fuffered  to  pafs  unmolefted ; 
and  that  confequently,  inftead  of  there  being  any  proof,  that 
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Acre  W5Hfe  '^trty-iwo,  6r  even  l\)i^enty-ftVeh  ftijfe  cJf  the  ffiite  la 
krw  j^aier  ready  for  fia,  the  evidence  b'bre  th6  other  way;  for 
thfe  fiSr  ahsc^ufioQ  ^'as,  that  if  they  ha  Jfo  cohfiderafete  a  fiipcrii 
brity  over  Vhe  wcffcrn  fiuadron,  D'  O'rvllieres  ^ould  have  in- 
^Ji^^....^k  :.  ^:».  .4.....  ..*.^...._  ...._j  onlyfailcd 

:  kdd  fio  fucft 
i  no  toore  that! 

thirlj^-t^d,  M^hTch  was  hardly  probabfe,  if  there  were  thirtjr 
two  reapy  earty  in  June. 

irlicfccdbc^  qofciftoh,  allowing  t^at  'tKe  evidence  ofl  Ac  ffif- 

'yc  far&er  corrohdrated  t)y  the  teftiinony  of  the  TioAoiira'blfe 

i^lai&iral  Tn  his  .'pFace,  had  proved  that  'there  'were  thirty-  twp  or 

twcnty^Cvcn  Ihips  of  Ithe  line  read'y  for  fea  at  fereft  early  ih 

in  Jane.  WJiOTifir  the  adrntralty-Board  Vas  juftifiahle  in  aftiiife 

is  thiw  nai    .'rtjTs  might  be  divided  unffer  two  "heads.'   Dia 

ttie.a^^iiralty  know  of  tlus  force  ?  and  knoHiv^ihg  it.  were  thcjr 

ycSSS^ii.  in  feh(^ng  KlV,  Keppel  to  fea  ?— -Forlirs  !partibe 

Kne^r'df  fio  fuel)  force  being  ready  for  fei  at  Breft,  at  the. pe- 

ncd  alladed  to,  ahfl  if  it  was  criminal 'to  1:>e  ignorint  of  that 

drcumfiance^  as  ft^ted  by  the  hdhourable-geiitlemah  who  maje 

the  noiotion,  he  had  the  impudence,  in  the  language  oftheTapie 

LdnoiiraBte  gentleinah,  to  avowKs  jgrior^ce  of  the  faft  at'tHs 

inltant,  'hie  was  fpeaking. — ^But  to  comeT^irfy  and  direftly  to 

tKe  iecbod  qqeAion;  'luppoling  that  minifters  h'ad'knoWn  tlie. 

faft.  Would  gentlemen  contend  thattn  p  war  with  Fran<fe,  we 

were  to'run  no  rifque  ?     Let  gentlenieh  cdhfider  what  this  na- 

^a  fcadat  flake  at  the  tiriie,  no  lefs  ihah  the  whole  of  the 

VadeYrom  the  Eaft  Indies,  Jamaica,  the  W^ft  Indtes,  and  the 

coaft  of  Africa.  Fleets  returning  from'Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 

MedUcrraneari.— fGreat  diforder  in  the  Hpufe  at  the  mention 

of  the  word  MeAlerranean,]- --Gentlemen  might' laugh,  but 

indecent  and  unparliamentry  asTuiih  a  cbndiift  certainly  wa?, 

he  4^Ured  that  no  qoife  or  diforder  (hould  prevent  him  from 

puHiiTDg  .ills  argument!— Attend  then  to  the  clrcuijiftances, 

though  admimftratibn  h^d  the  fulleft  and  moft  fpeciHc  ihfdr- 

'ina£iQQ>  tljat  ihire  Were  thirty-two  Ihips  of  tTieTine  ready  for 

lea,  when  Mr .^tCeppel  failed  with  twentv,  would  it  not  be'prp- 

*pcr,*ip^t  Mr.  Keppel  (houldhave  been  lentout.both'as  acQp- 

vdy  With  the  outward  boiind  fleet,  and  in  order  to  prote<5t  the 

fevefat  merchant  fleers  then  daily  expefted  to.return  fro®  (pe 

dificrppt  paft$  of  the  globe;  fo'ihat  taking .tlie  coriduffc  of 

aAi^bmratioa.in  either  Dght,  as  knowing  ornot  knowing  the 

fai!l  ]|ated'jn  the  motion,  which  he  muft  dbferve  again '^vasfuD- 

ported  "by  no- evidence,*" 'fiifficicnt  to  warrant' thVHbuTe  to 

come  to  the  vote  defired  ;  their  condud  was  equally  dilated 
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by  policy  and  pmdeDce^  if  kiofuch  fa£l  exiAcd,  AdmiQiftration 
xnuft  have  afled  as  they  did ;  if  the  faA  was  as  had  beea 
ftated  by  the  honourable  geatleman,  admiaiftration  had  adopt- 
ed the  meafure  as  applicable  to  the  then  fituatioa  of  affairs. 
The  Admiral,  iadeed,  had  returned  before  the  arrival  of  the 
firft  Weft  India  fleet,  but  he  had  op  doubt,  neverthelefs^  but 
his  prefence  in  the  Bay,  had  facilitated  its  fafe  arrival  .-—After 
inforcing  thofe  argnmeuts,  in  a  variety  of  lights,  bis  Lordlhip 
obferved,  that  the  prefent  motion  was  meant  to  lead  to  a  vote 
gf  cenfure  on  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  faisi  official  ca- 
pacity ;  but  be  defired  gentlemen  before  they  proceeded  to  a 
vote,  to  underftand,  that  fuch  a  vote  as  that  intended  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  follow  the  prefent,  would  not  be  a 
cenfure  merely  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  of  all 
his  Majefty's  confidential  fervants.— He  himfelf  was  equally 
criminal  with  the  noble  Earl ;  fo  was  every  other  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet.  If  it  was  criminal  to  fend  out  Admiral 
Keppel  with  twenty  fhips,  he  co-operated  in  the  meafure,  and 
advifed  it,  as  well  as  the  noble  Earl.— -The  noble  Earl  at  the 
bead  of  the  admiralty  was  only  refponfible  for  his  (hare.— It  was 
a  crime  in  common,  or  no  crime.— -Indeed  a  cafe  might  hap- 
pen, in  which  ading  merely  minifterially,  the  noble  Earl  might 
be  obliged  to  execute  officially  what  he  had  previoufly  difap- 
proved  of  in  council,  by  being  over-ruled  by  a  majority  of  the 
King^s  fervants.  So  that  whatever  determination  the  Hoofe 
might  think  proper  to  come  to,  he  wUhed  to  have  it  under- 
ftood,  as  an  inevitable  conclufion»  that  there  was  no  poffibility 
without  being  guilty  of  the  moft  manifeft  injuftice,  of  direct- 
ing the  intended  vote  of  cenfure  againft  any  one  particular 
member  'of  the  cabinet,  without  involving  the  Whole  in  its  coa- 
fcquences..  If  any  member  of  the  cabinet  was  cenfurable  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  fo  was  every  other  perfpn,  who  had  a. 
voice  in  his  Majefty's  councils. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  again  to 
refer  to  words  which  had  fallen  from  hrtn  in  a  former  debate, 
relative  to  Admiral  Keppcl^s  return  to  port.  It  was  unpar- 
liamentary^ and  contrary  to  order,  to  make  fuch  allufions, 
but  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  fo  diforderly,  he 
muft  of  neceflity  follow  him*  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  on  a  former  occafion,  declared  that  adminiftration  had 
blamed  Admiral  Keppel  for  returning  to  port ;  he  had  thea 
felt  it  neceffary  to  fay,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch 
blame ;  that  no  blame  was  afcribable  to  the  honourable  Ad* 
'  miral,  for  that  the  prudence  and  propriety  of  the  meafure 

was 
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was  an  ample  juftification  of  it.    This  expreffion  had  been 
much  caYiUed  at ;  on  what  ground  he  could  not  poiTibly 
guefs.    The  words  were  fimple  in  their  import,  obvious  in 
their  application.     Did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to 
dj  that  the  honourable  Admiral^s  return  was  not  prudent 
and  proper  ?  Or  what  would  he  have  had  him.faid  more  im- 
mediateij  to  the  point  }  The  honourable  gentleman  alfo  had 
talked  of  the  Admirars  inftroAions  being  with-heid  from 
him  a  a  matter  of  defence  on  his  late  trial ;  and  the  honour- 
ble  Admiral  had  himfelf  repeated  the  aflertion;     Did  not  th« 
honourable  Admiral  recoiled  what  had  pafled  on  that  head 
between  him  and  adminiftration  ?  Did  he  not  remember  that 
on  his  a]^lication,  word  had  been  fent  him  that  any/part  of 
his  inftru£iions  that  went  to  the  matter  contained  in  the 
charge  exhibited  againft  him,    which  he  ihould  point  out, 
IhouM  immediately  be  copied  and  tranfmitted  to  him,    but 
that  it  was  thought  unwile  and  unneceflary  to  lay  before  the 
public  has  whole  inftniftions  juft  at  prefcnt  ?    Unneceflary, 
becaofe  much  of  them  had  no  reference  to  the  charge  upon 
which  he  was  to  be  tried  ;  andunwife,  becaufc  a  publication 
of  the  inftruAions  at  large  would  difclofe  to  the  enemy  mat- 
ters of  a  very  important  nature,    and  highly  proper  to  be 
keptfecret.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  alio  faid  a  good 
deal  refpefting  his  having  exprelied  a  defire  that  the  papers 
lately  moved  for  might  not  he  produced.     Did  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  recoiled  that  he  had  himfelf  in  his  fpeech  de- 
clared, that  the  enquiry  propofed  going  into,  could  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  without  thofe  papers  )    The  fame  objeftion  ftill 
reoudned  againft  the  produftion  of  the  papers  defircd.    They 
might  be  the  means  of  difcovering  our  channel  of  informa- 
tion, rcfpcftin^  what  was  going  on  in  the  French  naval  ar- 
fcnak.    A  pcnod  might  arrive,  and  that  perhaps  not  very 
far  diftant,  when  thofe  papers  might  be  produced  with  pro- 
priety and  fafety  to  all  perfons ;  when  ever  it  (hould,  he  af- 
fured  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would  be  one  of  the 
firft  to  grant  them,    and  if  he  had  faid  that  thofe  papers 
would  juflify  adminiftration,  as  ftated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  though  he  did  not  rccolleA  that  any  fuch  expref- 
fion had  fallen  from  him,  he  was  inclined  to  tliink,  he  had 
not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  truth.     His  Lordlhip  concluded 
with  giving  bis  negative  to  the  queftion. 

Admiral  Kippfl  replied  to  fuch  parts  of  the  laft  fpeech,  as  A.^miral 
particularly  applied  tor  his  own  condaft*     He  faid,  there  was  ^^fp^^' 
I  remarkable  |ting  in  one  pf  the  noble  Lord's  expreflions, 

which 
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^kicHbp  hp}^  did  QQt  originals  in  deiign,  tbo^^gb  it  did^ 
palpably  in  mii^ake  gpc)  mifconception,  >yhcfe  be  faid,  the 
main  objcft  of  fepding  him  out,  was  for  the  prp|c£l\op  of 
(be  homeward  btound  fleets,  but  that  be  had  returned  mtQ 
port,  before  the  arriy^il  of  jtbat  frona  the  Weft-Indie?.  If 
the  noble  Lord's  expreflions  were  to  be  trufted  tp  a$  fincere, 
)ie  bad  done  right  in  returning,  therefore,  the  npble  Lord 
(night  with  great  prpp/ipty  have  ipared  the  obferyation,  and 
not  make  a  charge  which  however  foftened,  amounted  to  4 
(:harge  of  a  dired  breaph  pf  duty,  and  tliat  concernipg  a 
point,  which  in  thp  language  of  the  noble  Lord,  was  the 
pain  objeft  of  fendiug  him  out.  He  begged  leave  to  re? 
inind  lihe  noble  i^ord,  that  the  protedion  of  the  returning 
trade  fipets,  formed  no  part  of  his  inftrudicms,  nor  did  he 
know  any  thing,  that  his  command  was  dire&ed  tptbe  fafety 
of  thofe  fleets,  till  after  his  return  into  port,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.Bufton  Long,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Weft-India  merchants.  That  was  the  firft-he 
heard  of  it,  tbopgh  be  agreed  with  die  noble  Lord,  tb^  his 
appearance  at  fea,  might  have  proved  of  eiTentiai  &rvice  in 
that  particular. 

He  would  recommend  to  the  noMe  Lord,  .to  be  more 
careful  in  alluding  to  any  part  of  bis  inftru£tions,  and  to  be 
doubly  careful,  not  ^y  infierpncc  and  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment to  reprefent  them,  a^  containing  matter  which  they 
really  did  not ;  the  latter  wa$  by  no  m/:ans  defj(;niible,  and 
the  former  was  ^uncandid.     tfe  looked  upon  bimielf  bound 

'  in  the  moft  facred  and  folemn  manner,  not  to  divulge  any 
part  of  them.  He  had  hitherto  carefully  adhered  to  that 
idea,  and  was  much  furprifed  to  bear  his  Lordfliip,  i^fcr  to 
to  them  in  debate,  when  he  muft  know,  th?t  be  was  tied  up 
in  honour,  and  from  ^be  nature  pf  bis  littiatlon,  from  giving 
fuch  anfvvprs  in  juftification,  as  the  tenor  pf  the  inftri^ions 
might  warrant. 

The  noble  Lord,  in  anfwcr  to  what  had  been  urged  by  bis 
honourable  relation,  of  fuch  parts  of  his  inftrudioos  as 
might  fcrve  him  upon  his  defence,  being  denied  him,  faid, 
tliat  no  part  of  them  was  denied,  but  fuch  as  did  pot  apply  to 
the  charge,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  dilclofe  to  the  enemy, 
matters  of  a  very  important  nature,  and  highly  proper  to  be 

,  kept  fecrct.  Would  the  Aoblc  Lord  fiiirly  undertake  to  fay 
upon  recoUeftion,  that  that  was  the  true  Aatc  of  tlip  cafe  } 
He  bad  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  veracity  of  the  noble 
Lord^  to  believe  be  would.    The  [$&  was,  as  it  had  been 

ftatcd 
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ftatcd  by  his  hon.  relation,  -  He  ^yplied  fbr  leave  to  produce 
iuch  put  of  the  inftruftiMs,  at  had  been  defcribed  by  the 
noUe  Lord,  fuch  as  had  only  reference  to  the  charge  pre. 
fcrred  agaiaft  hioi^  not  for  die  inftmftions  at  large*  He 
was  refded  it,  at  containing  matter  not  proper  for  the 
public  eye.  He  a^pplied  a  iecond  time,  for  other  parts,  where 
even  a  colour  of  objcdion,  did  not  appear  againft  the  grant;- 
ing  his  requeft.  He  proved  nnfuccdfsful  io  both  applica- 
tions.  The  firft  by  a  direft  denial ;  the  iecpad  time  he  re«- 
oeived  an  anfwer,  that  it  woald  be  proper  i^r  the  board  to 
take  time  to  confider.  He  never  heard  more  on  the  fubjeft^ 
and  was  left  to  his  defence  without  a  part  of  it ;  which,  if 
matters  had  taken  a  different  turn  nrom  what  they  did^ 
would  have  left  him  to  an  iffneof  life  and  death,  while  the 
moft  material  part  of  hit  grounds  of  juftification,  were 
widiheld. 

The  noble  Lord  had  laboured  with  his  wonted  ingenuity 
and  ability,  to  impeach  the  evidence  of  the  fafts  ttzted  in 
the  motion  ;  but  in  his  opinipn,  very  unfucceftf ully.  The 
printed  papers  he  had  treated  as  a  mere  matter  inapplicable 
to  the  ftate  of  aay  exiftin^  fleet.  Was  that  really  the  cafe  ! 
Did  not  it  defimbe  an  exifting  fleet,  which  was  at  fea  in  a 
very  few  days  after  ?  Did  it  not  cqntain  a  lift  of  the  names 
of  uiipi,  iDumber  of  men,  gnns,  &c.  which  engaged  him 
on  the  27th  of  July.  If  a  paper  containii^the  anchorage^ 
or  an  order  of  anchorage,  for  his  ihips  at  rortfmouth  and 
Plymouth,  previous  to  his  failing,  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  that  &t  fiiips  therein  named 
had  met  the  iqoadroo,  nnder  D'Orvilliers,  would  not  that 
mip^'  farnijh  (hfficient  evidence  to  that  gentleman  and  the 
French  court,  that  there  had  been  fuch  a  force  ia  Plymouth 
and  Poitfinovith  harbour  ?  But  he  obferved  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  as  eager  to  dwell  on  the  infufficiency  of  the  written 
evidence,  as  he  was  careful  to  avoid  mentioning  the  infor* 
mation  given  by  fome  oJF  the  faik>rs  aboard  the  Paltas  and 
Licome,  vftddi  was  more  fpecific  and  circumftantial.  He 
tranfinilted  that  information  to  the  admiralty  board ;  why 
was  not  that  produced  ?  Or  if  it  did  not  come  within  the 
literal  meaning  of  the  order  for  papers,  why  did  not  bit 
Lordfliip  argue  with  the  fame  freedom,  on  the  improbability 
of  the  parole  tefHmony,  as  the  written  evidence  ?  The  rea« 
ion  was  clear,  the  noble  Lord  knew  that  the  fafts  ftated  in 
die  paper,  were  corroborated  by  the  teflimony  of  fome  of 
the  crews  of  the  Pallas  and  Licome;  that  fajtisfiicsd  hii^  of 
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the  hStf  sndchiesflj  ta^^ieed  hibi  to  fttt^n  ;  ud  he  doubted^ 
that  there  was  a  iingle  peribn  ptrefent,  Vfho  wa$  not  pcr- 
fu«ded,  that  the  evidence  was  fuch^  as  taken  together  full/ 
joftified  him  in  concluding,  that  th^e  were  t^^nty-feven  if 
not  thirty-two  fliips  of  the  line  in  the  port  and  harbour  of 
Brrft,  fit  for  fta,  on  the  Jay  of  the  capture  of  the  two 
French  frigates. 

He  mentioned  ftveral  other  particulars,  and  faid,  that  if 
he  was  ever  to  accept  of  a  command  agairf,  he  would  take 
care  not  to  leave  the  Channel,  with  a  wcfterly  wind,  blow- 
ing in  his  teeth.  It  retarde<l  the  qierationa  of  the  fleet;  it 
gave  the  enemy  the  wind  ;  it  left  them  in  fome  roeafure, 
the  advantage  of  engaging  at  pleafure,.  or  returning  into 
port,  and  of  courfe  counterbalanced  every  advantage  of  na- 
tive bravery  ^nd  fuperior  fkill  oh  our  fide.  He  believed, 
he  Ihould  never  again  be  put  to  the  trial,  for  confidering  tUe 
manner  hfe  had  beeli  treatfcd  by  diiniilers,  lie  could  never 
think  of  rcfumirig  a  command  under  them  ;'  becaufe  what- 
ever his  inclinations  might  be,  to  advance  the  iaterefts  of 
his  country,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  do  it  effeftoally,  lb 
long  as  thofe  who  employed  him,  withheld  their  confi- 
dence and  pfoteftion. 
Lord N*rtkf  Lord  Ndrth  apologized  to  the  honourable  Admiral ;  faid, 
he  had  not  th^  moft  diftant  intention  of  alluding  to  bb  in- 
ftrudibns,  of  a  iujppofed  breach  of  them*  He  was  of  opi- 
nion,, that  the  honourable  Admiral  afted  very  properly,  in 
returning  into  port.  When  he  fpoke  of  the  fafe  return  of 
the  Weft-India, fleet,  he  only  mentioned  it^  as  a  faft,  to  fliew 
Ae  good  tStSts  of  fending  the  weftern  fquadton  to  fea,  fup- 
pofrng  that  it  had  been  inferior  to  that  of  Fraace.. 
LordH«wr.  Lord  Howe  entered  into  a  profeflional  inveft.igation,  of 
what  had  falieil,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  from  the  two 
noble  Lottls* 

He  jnftified  the  propriety  of  fending  Lord  Hawke  in  the 
year  1^58  to  fea,  with  {xy^  fhips  only,  to  a  certain  ftation, 
to  prdtcft  our  trade,  j^nd  to  feek  intelligence}  becaufe,  it 
was  applicable  to  the  then  (ituation  of  anairs ;  but  this  was 
a  very  dif{erent  meafiire^  fro^  fetiding  a  lar^e  eScSdve 
^adron,  the  chief  defence  vf  tht,  trade  and  kingdom,  to 
<nect  a  force  infinitely  fuperior, 

ft  a  ftjuadron  for  mere  intdfigence  ind  general  proteAioa, 
fead  tiebn  fent  out,  it  ought  tfo  have  been  a  ftnaU  one,  whicji 
couid  have  inftantly  retired  homeward,  without  bringing  anjr 
iinputtttfon  on  the  IJritiih  flag.     It  vj^uld  have  txifwered 
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every  prefent  purpofe,  and  by  the  time  that  it  chofc  or  was  • 
compelled  to  return  into  the  Cbarnie],  the  graod  fleet  Hvoisld 
have  been  aWeto  proceed  to  fea,  to  meet  the  encmv  ;  and 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  (lationtng  a  large  fleet  off  me  coaft 
offrancc,  was  a  very  improper  and  hazardous  meafure. 
The  fhips,  particularly  the  large  ones,  were  liable  to  Tcccivc  • 
great  damage,  the  crews  got  fickly ,  and  if  a  ftrong  feutherly 
gale,  or  fouth'caft,  or  even  fouth  wefter,  fhouk)  fpringup, 
the  fleet  would  be  in  great  danger,  particularly  if  it  lay  m 
with  the  French  fliore  off  Breu,  becaufe  in  that  event,  it 
might  be  ^cxtremly  difficult  to  weather  Ufliant.  Indeed 
this  reafbning  applied  to  every  given  itation  that  could  well 
be  imagined,  where  the  purpofe  of  defending  our  own  coafts 
from  an  invafion  was  the  principal  obje£t  in  view.  He 
could  affirm,  from  hiso^vn  knowledge,  that  a  ftatton  €4F 
Brcft  was  a  dangerous  ftation,  and  ftiould  never  be  taken  but 
upon  great  emergencies. 

As  to  the  idea  thrown  out  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  that  the  fending  Mr.  I^eppei  to  fea  was  by  way  of 
convoying  the  outward  bound  trade,  it  was  quite  new  xo 
him.  'K  that  was  alt  that  was  intended,  why  not  give  him 
orders  to  convoy  the  fleet  into  the  fea,  and  then  return  into 
port  r  On  the  other  hand,  he  iinderfiiood,  that  Mr.  Keppefs 
inftruftions  were  to  make  a  ftationary  cruize,  within  certain ' 
limit!. 

The  general  'reafoning  of  the  two- noble  Lords,  was  in« 
deed  very  extraordinary,  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
in  particular.  He  applauds  the  condii£^.of  .the  honourable 
Admiral,  for  his  returning  into  port,  and  at  the  fame  time 
contends^  that  his  force  was  fupcrlor,  that  is,  ht  grants  the 
condufion,  but  denies  the  premifes  from .  which  that  conclu- 
fioQ  is  drawn.  If  Mr.  Keppel  was  fuperior  to  the  Breft 
fleet,  he  qierited  cenfure,  notpraife,  fort\)rnin|g  his  back  upon 
an  inferior  enemv  ;  if  he  was  inferior  thcp  the  .  premiies, 
which  are  the  h&s  ftated  in  the  motion,  .are  incontroverti- 
bly  true.  .  Such  are  the  abfurditilbs  men  are  drove  to,  when 
they  find  it  their  intercft  to  deny,  whiit  they  know  to  be 
true.  It  is  however  an  inftance  of  the  noble  Lord^s  can- 
dour, to  pvlh.  his <  argument  no  farther  than  he  thinks  it 
neceflaryjfor  l^is  own.^efence,  and  that  of  his  colleagues  ia 
office.  : His  Lordfhipis  confcious,how  unjuft  it  would  be 
to  maketuch  a  charge  as,:^plying  to  the  honourable  Admi'*  . 
ral's  c^nduA,  and  now  necelTary  it  is  tor  him  to  found  his 
juftification  upon  that  ground;  ; 
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His  Lordfliip  then  entered  into  feveral  particulars  refpcA* 
ing  the  navy,  and  condemned  the  equipment  of  the  (hipsy 
the  manner  of,  their  being  manned,  and  the  impolicy  of 
difmiifing  tlie  midfhipmen^  from  the  fenrice  during  the  late 
peace*  He  could  eanly  therefore  conceive,  the  propriety  of 
the  honourable  Admiral's  exprefiions,  that  there  was  fo  few 
fhips,  fit  to  meet  a  feaman*s  eye,  when  he  went  down  to  in- 
fpea  into  the  ftate  of  the  fleet  at  Portfmoutb,.  for  he  be- 
lieved, there  were  very  few  which  would  be  found  to  an* 
fwer  that  defcription,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  ftate  and  condition  of  our 
Ihips,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  late  war. 

Lord  Muiirave  made  a  (hort  reply  relative  to  the  want  of 
petty  oiGcers ;  faid  that  midfhipmen  had  returned  in  ^at 
nfumbers  to  the  fervice^  as  foon  as  they  were  really  wanong ; 
anid  the  lieutenants  lift  was  the  cleareft  proof,  that  very  few 
had  been  admitted  to  that  rank,  but  fuch  as  had  obtained  it 
by  the  courie  of  fervice  neceflary  to.  a  knowledge  of  their 
profellion. 

At  a  quarter  paft  one  o'clock,  the  queftion  was  put,  and 
the  Houie  divided,  ayes  17O9  noes  204,  and  adjourned  to 
tlie  next  day* 
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Sir  William  Wake 
John  Elwys 
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Ditto 
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Againft  the  motion. 
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dir  William  Leoioo 


Samuel  Sale 


George  Bofeiiwen 
GeoipHubt 


Philip  Dehany 
Philip  Raihieigb 


Hon.  Tbo.  Howard 


Cambridge  Uoivcfitf 

Camltf  i^c  Town 

Ditto 

aiJUn 
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Ditto 

Liikeard 
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Ditto 

Truro 

Bodmya 

Helfton 

Saltafli 
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Ditto 
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Ditto 
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St.  Ives 

Fowey 
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Ditto 

St.  Mitchell 

Newport 

Ditto 

St.  Maw's 

Ditto 

Callington 
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Henry  Fletcher 
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James  Adair  Cockermoath 
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John  Packer 

Robert  Palk 
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Richard  Hopkins 
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Dirhyjbin 

Derhy 

Druonjbhri 
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Dartmouth 

Ditto 

Oakhampton 
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Plymouth 

Ditto 
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t^ortfadnotioiu  * 

Lord  Mafbifl  ''Plyinpton  * 

Sir  P.  J.'Chtkt,*tcIItrr  Totncfs 

Barnftable 
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^Exeter 
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Doffetjbin 
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Ditto 
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Ditto 
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CorfCaltlc 
•Ditto 
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Sir  George  Savile 
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John  Amyat 
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^  John  Baring 
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'. Francis  iPane* 
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Ditto 

.Richmond 
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'Bitto 
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Ditto 
^Hull 

Jix 
!alden 
'Ditto 
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David  Hatttejr 
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'William  -Norton 


'Willim'fliarwy 
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For  the  Motioiv 
Sir  William  Guife 
Sir  W.  Codrington 
JsraKs  Manio 


Ch^iries  forrevr 

Sir  George  Cornwall 

John  Scudamore 


William  PItimer 
Thoom  Haifey 

Earl  Ludlow  . 

Hon.  C.  Marfiiam 
Robert  Gregory ' 


Richard  Milles 
Hon.  Thomas  Stanley 
Sir  George  Warren 
Lor^  Rich.  Cavendifli 
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Sir  William  Meredith 
K:ch:ird  PennapC 
George  Byng 
Hon,  Booth  Grcv 
C.  Anderfon  Pel  nam 
Lord  George  Sutton 
Humphry  Sibthorpe 
Evelyn  Anderibn 
Lord  Lumley 

John  Sawbridge 
Richard  Oliver 
Frederick  Bull 
John  Haobury 
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Gloueejfirjbin 

Tcwklbury 

Ditto 

Cirencefter 

Ditto 

Glouccfter 
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Hereford 

Leominfter 
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Ditto 

Hertfordjbin 

Ditto 
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St.  Albans 

Huntingddnjhin 

Huntingdon 

Ditto 

Kent 
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Queeniborou^ 

Ditto 

Maidftone 

Ditto 

Canterbury 
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Ditto 

Prefton 

Liverpool 

Ditto 

Wigan 

Leicefter 
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Grantham 

Bofton 
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Lincoln   , 

Weftminfter 
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Ditto 

Ditto 

Norfolk 
Ditto 
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Samuel  Blackwell 
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Sir  Richard  Sy«i9M  . 
Lord  Bateman 
Rt.  bon.  Sir  W.  t/jnch 
J*  St.  Leger  DougU^ 


John  CaliFCff 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  - 

I^rd  Hichingbroke 

Lord  Mulgrav« 

Sir  George  Wpmbwelt 


Sir  Charles  Frederick 
Sir  Walter  Rawlinfofi 
Sir  Horace  Mann 
Hon.  Cbarlea  Finch  . 


Sir  Hrary  HougktM 


LoidB.  Btftfe 
P.Cuft 
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Crifp  Molineux  ^ 
Hoft.  Ri<;h.  Walpele 
Gba.  Fits  S€udaoK>fe 

Sir  Karbord  Htrbord 
Thonufl  Powya 
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on^  Wilbraham 
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Sir  George  Robinfon 


Lynn 

Ditto 

Yarmouth 

Thetferd 

Cattle  Rifing 

Norwich 

NortbampUnftfiTi 

Peterborough 

Northampton 

Ditto 

Brackley 

Ditto 

Higham  Ferrers 

Norihumhgrland 

Newcaftlf* 


BerMrick 

Nottingbamjhin 

Ditt§ 

Nottingham 

Ditto 

Retford 

Newark 


Trefi^Ticlc  Mbntagu 

Sir  Will.  Middleton 

Sir  M.  W:  Rtdlry 

Sir  J.  Ticvclyan 

Jacob  Wilkinfon 

Lord  £dw.  Bentinck 

Ch^rleb  Meadows 

Hon.  Sir  Will.  Howe 

Robert  Smith 

Sir  Cecil  Wray 

George  Sutton 

Hon*  Peregrine  Bertie  Oxford  City 

Oxford  Univerfity 

Woodftock 

Ditto 

Banbury 

Rutlanajhtre 

Shrewfbury 

Ludlow 
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Ditto 

Wcniock 

Bithop'sCeftle 

Ditto 

Xicll.  RiMeflej^Con  S^nurfitjhire 
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AlcModer  Popham       Taunton 
Ivelcbefter 
, .       .   Ditto 

Hon.  TfatfpBfeTiO*e*!  Milborif  Port 
Bridgewater 
Bath 


Tkomas  Noel 

Rtt|^Pi«>t.    , 
ThomifWhitmorc 
George  Forrcfter 


Againftthe  motion* 


Rt  Hon.C.Townflicnd 
Hon.  Charles  Fitzroy 
JV  C.  Talbot 
Edward  Bacon 


William  Egertoa 
Timothy  CafwtU 


Francis  Page 
William  Eden 
Lord  Parker 
Lord  North 
G.  B.  Brudcnell 
William  Pulteney 
Lord  Clivc 


George  Clive 
Alex.  Weddcrburne 


John  Halliday 
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Captain  Wolfelv 
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For  the  motioD. 

John  Fownes  Lutuell  Mlnehcad 

Edbttod  fiurke  Briftol 

Southampton  County 

Winchcftcr 

Ditto 

Portfmouth 

Newport 

Ditto 

Yarmouth 

Newtown 

Lyminetori 

Chriftchurch 

Ditto 

Sir  Tobn  Griffin  Griffin  Andover 

Right  Hon.  T-  Town- 
mend,  teller  Whitchurch 

Lord  Midleton  Ditto 

Sir  Abraham  Hume      Petersfield 

Hon.  James  Luttrell     Stockbridge 


Jerroile  Qarke 
Edward  Morant 


Hugo  Meyncll 


George  Anfon 

Sir  Charles  Bnnbury 


Thomas  Fonnereau 


Rt.Hon..H.  S.  Con- 
way 
Sir  Oiarles  Darers 
Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
James  &:awcn 

Sir  Robert  Oayton 

Vol.  XI. 


Southampton 

Staffirdjhire* 

StaiFord 

Tamworth 

Ditto 

Newcaftle 

Ditto 

Litchfield 

Suffolk^ 

Dunwich 

Oxford 

Ditto 

Aldborottgh 

Sudbury 

Eyre 

Efitto 

Bury 
Ditto 
Surry 
Ditto 
Gatton 
Bletchingly 
Ryegate 


Againft  the  motion* 
Thomas  Pownall 

Sir  Simeon  Stuart 
Henry  Pcnton 
Lovel  Stanhope 
Lieut.  Gen.  Monckton 
Sir  Rich.  Worflcy 
Hans  Sloane 
Tames  Worfley 
Uharles  Ambler 
Henry  Goodrick^ 
Lord  Hyde 
James  Harris 


WilUam  Jollyffi: 

Rt.  Hon.  Hans  Stanley 
Sir  J.  Wrottcfly 
Richard  Whitworth 
Thomas  De  Grey- 
Anthony  Chamiec 
Lord  Trentham 
Lord  Chcwton 
Thomas  Gilbert 
Rowland  Holt 
Barne  Bame 
Lord  Beaucharop 
Hon.  Robert  Conway 
Richard  Cottibe 
Sir  Wald.  Hanmer 
R.  Burton  Phillipfoa 
Hon.  John  St.  John 


Robert  Mayne 

Sir  Charles  Cock« 

GuUd- 
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For  the  tnotioa* 


Nathaniel  Polhill 
Lord  George  Lenox 

Thomas  Thornton 
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,^atnft  ite  motion. 
Geo.  Onflow 


Gnildford 
Southwark 
Stiffcx 
Horfham 
Bramber 
Midhurft 
Ditto 
Grimftead 
Ditto 
Steyning 
Lewis 
Ditto 
-Chichcfter 


Film'.  Honywood 
Sir  Thomas  Miller 
Thomas  Hay 

Hon.  Win.  Keppel         

Sir  Tho.  Geo.  SW\yvf\\hfVarwick/hlre 
Sir  Michael  Flemmg     fVefimoreland 
James  Lowthcr 
Philip  Honywood 
Hon.  Edw.  Foley 
William  Lygon 
Hon.  Andrew  Foley 
Edward  Winnington 


Ambrofe  Goddard 


Ditto 

Appleby 

fVorcefterJhire 

Ditto 

Droitwich 

Ditto 

Bcwdlcv 

Worccucr 

ffilts 


Hon,  William 

Bouvcrie 
William  Hufliy 


Henry 


Rt.  Hon.  Iftac  Barre 
John  Dunning 
Hon.  Charles  Fpx 

Henry  Dawkins 
Will.  A'Court  Afhe 
Nathaniel  Bayley 
Robert  Scott 
Lord  George  Gordon 
Henry  Heri*.^rt 
John  Cooper 


Sal  i  (bury 
Ditto 
Devizes 
Marlborough 
Chippenham 
Ditto 
Calne 
Ditto 

Malmlbury 
'Cricklade 
Hindon 
Heytelbury 
Wcftbury 
Wotten  HalRtt 
Luggerftiail 
Wilton 
Drownton 
Bed  win 


James  Wallace 

John'Ord 

Hon.  Hen.  Conway 
Lord  George  Germain 
.  Sir  John  Irwin 


Hon.  Robert  GrevUlc 


Lord  Wcftcotc 
J.  Walfh 


Charles  Garth 

Hon.  James  Brudenell 

Sir  Edward  Bayntun 


William  Strahan 
John  Dewar 
Archibald  McDonald 
Hon.  Wil.  Gordcto 
Hon.  T.  Fra.  Wenmaa 
Hon.  H.  St.  John 


Sir  Philip  HaJes 
Lord  Cranburn 


John 
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For  the  ffiMion/ 
John  Trevannieik 


Sir  Edward  Dcring 


Charles  Brett 


WiBiam  Ncdham 
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T.  A.  Smith 


Dover        ^ 

Haftings 

Ditto 

Hythe 

Romney  ^ 

Rye 

Ditto 

Sandwich 

Seaforth- 

Ditto 

U^inchelfea 

flrcconfliifc 

Brecon 

Cardiganihire 

Cardigan 

Cannarthenfhire 

dernarvonlhiTe 


Sk  WaikinW,  Wynne  Dcnbighfliirc 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn        Flintfhirc 
Sir  Herbert  MackwdrifaCardiff 

Merionethihire ' 


£•  L.  Vaughaa 


Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn 
George  Dcnipfter 


Montgomery 
Radnorihire 
Radnor 

SCOTLAND. 
Air  (hi  re 

St.  Andrew's,  &c. 
Anftnither,  &c. 
Bamffliire 
Berwlckfhire 
Brechin,  &c. 
Danbartonffaire 
Edinburgh 
Eglinfhirc 
Fifefhire 
Forfarfhirc 
Haddingtonlhire 
Invernefsftiire 
Kincardinlhh^ 
Kircudbright 
Lancrkfliirc 
Linlithgowlhirc 
/2 


Againft  the  motion. 

i>hn  Henniker 
t.  Hon.  C.  Tenkinfoa 
tord  Vif.  Patmerfton 
Sir  Charles  Farnaby 
Richard  Jackibn 
Hon.  Tho.  Onflow 
William  Dickiniba 
l^hilip  Stephens 
iLord  Gage 
George  Medley 
Cha.  Wolfran  Cornwall 
Charles  Morgan 
Charles  Gould 
Earlof  Liiburne 
Thomas  Jones,  jun* 
Rig^tHon*  Geo.  Rice 


Whitibed  Kcenc 
Thomas  Jones,  fen. 
Edward  Le^ii 


Hon.  Geo.  Darter 
Earl  of  I'  ife 
James  Prmgle 
Adam  Drunrmond 
Sir  Arch.  Edm6nftonc 
Sir  X^aurencc  Dundas 
•  Hon.  Arthur  Duff 
f .  Townlhcnd  Ofwald 
Earl  Panmore 
William  Meftie 
Hon.  Simon  Frazer 
Lord  Adam  Gordon 
William  Stewat t 
Andrew  Stuart 
Sir  Wil.  Cunningham 
Naira. 
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Againft  thft  motiOD, 

Nairn  and  Cromaitie  John  CampbeQ 

Peebles,  &c.  Sir  James  Cockburn, 

Pcrtbftiire  ^  Hon.  James  Murray, 

RcnfrewlhifC  John  Crawford 

Roftlhir^  Rt.  Hon.  James  Stoarc 

M'Kenzie 

Rothefay  Hon.  Frederick  Stuart 

Roxburghfhire  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 

Rutherglen,  &c.  Lord  Fred.  Campbell 

Stirling^ire  Thoihas  Dandas 

SutheATandfhire  Hon.  James  Wemyft 

Wigtown,  &c,  Henry  W.  Dafhwood 

Mdrcb  4, 
A  petition  of  the  dealers  in  tea  reiidiiig  in  thecities'of  Lon« 
don  ^lid  Wefttpinfler,  and  Borough  of  Southwark,  was  pre* 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fctting  forth,  that  the  illegal 
practice  of  fmuggUnj?  tea  is  arrived  to  fo  great  an  height, 
and  the  increafe  of  fmogglers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  has 
been  fo  rapid  for  thefe  ten  years  paft,  as  to  becoipo  not  only 
very  igjurious  to  the  revenue,  but  exceedingly  detrimenta} 
to  the  fair  trader;  and  that  the  places  from  whence  the 
frnugglers  chiefly  draw  their  fupplies  are  Dunkirk,  Flufhing, 
Gutrnfey,  Jerfey,  and  Gottenburgh,  and  from  the  private 
adventures  which  the  captaips  and  crews  of  the  Eaft*India 
company's  fhips  difpofe  of  at  different  places  in  the  Englifh 
channel,  and  alfo  in  the  river  Thames,  before  they  can  be 
f  leared  at  the  cuftom-houfe, ;  and  that  from  Dunkirk  and 
Flufhing  they  fmuggle  teas  into  the  South  and  Eaft  counties, 
from  Gucrnfcy  and  Jerfey,  into  the  Weftern  counties,  and 
and  from  Gottenburgh  into  Scotland  and  the  Northern  coun- 
ties ;*  and  that  the  cutters  and  vefTcls  employed  in  this  illicit 
trade  are  faft  fa.ilers,  carrying  from  fifteen  to  thirty-guns 
each,  and  frequently  import  ten  to  fifteen  tons  of  tea,  ex- 
f:lufive  of  other  uncuftomed  goods,  the  mailers  whereof  have 
regular  attendance  on  ibore  to  receive  the  cargoes,  who  make 
fignaU  in  the  night  to  inform  the  crew  when  the  coaft  is 
clear ;  and  that  the  cargoes  being  landed,  are  paid  for  in 
Specie  or  bartered  for  wool,  which  they  carry  to  our  natural 
enemies,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  manufa£t6ries  ;  and 
that  the  fmugglers  on  fhore  ioxm  themfvives  into  large  bo- 
dicSf  from  thirty  ^^  ^ig^^T  i^^^i  ^^i^  mounted  and  armed^ 
their  horfcs  carrying  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 
hundred  pounds  of  tea  each,  and  danngly  ride  through  the 

to^n& 
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^owatia  defiiaceof  the-Kii^t  o£cer%  and  the  dngooni 
w&o  are  fent  to  affift  them,  fiMiie  of  whom  have  loft  their 
lives  in  £nu^&  attempts  to  ftop  their  progrefi ;  and,  having 
fecnred  didr  goods,  from  a  oorrefpondence  which  they  have 
eftablUhed,  not  only  in  the  faid  cities  bnt  throoghoat  the 
kingdom  (where  they  have  unentered  houfts  in.  which  they 
lodge  diefe  goods)  the  fame  are  difpofed  of  to  duffers,  or 
hawkers,  wboft  bufinefait  is  to  make  up  the  tea  in  parcels, 
which  they  cany  and  fell  to  private  families  at  the  ftdlowing 
prices,  vi%^ 

Bohea  tea  a    o  to  a    9        — ^ 

Green  ditto  3  6  to  5  O  — — 
Hyfon  ditto  5  6  to  9  o  — 
Congou  ditto  3  4  to  4  6  **-^ 
Souchong  ditto  3     6  to  5     6        — " 

Roafted  coffee    i     3  to  a    O        

Raw  ditto  O    9  10  1     <{        — 

Chocolate  i     a  to  i     6        

and  that  the  great  difference  between  the  above  prices  is  fo 
tempting,  that  many  families  are  induced  to  buy  of  the 
ijnugglers,  their  whole  confumption ;  efpecially,  as  iervants 
freouentiy  make  a  pra£tice  of  procuring  and  fecreting  fiaug* 
glcd  teas,  for  the  fupply,  not  only  of  their  own,  but  other 
families,  within  the  circle  of  t^^ir  accjoaintance ;  and  that» 
anwngft  various  other  inventions  deviled  to  e\'ade  th^  laws 
ia  force  againfl  thefe  offences,  the  following  is  frequently 
pradifed,  and  leaff. liable  to  detection,  vijs.  that  of  entered 
traders  felling  a  lareer  quantity  of  tea  in  one  day  than  they 
enter  bto  their  fmaU  excife  book ;  for  inftance,  if  they  re* 
tail  fifty  poupd,  and  make  en  entry  of  only  ten  pound,  they 
are  enabled  to  uke  in  forty  pound  of  fmuggled  tea,  or,  as  in 
many  inftanccs,  fell  their  permit  for  the  forty  pound  of  tea 
at  the  rate  of  eighteen  pence  per  pound  ;  ib  that,  when  the 
officer  comes  to  take  the  account,  he  finds  the  ftock  right, 
and  the  book  corrcd ;  and  that  a  very  extraordinary  fpecies 
of  imu^ling  has  been  lately  carried  on,  to  an  amazing  ex« 
tent,  by  the  prifoners  in  the  King's-Bench  and  Fleet  prifons, 
who  have  a  continual  fupply  of  fmuggled  teas  clandeftinely 
conveyed  to  them,  and,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  keep  open 
Ihops  in  the  prifons  for  the  fale  of  thofe  articles,  which  they 
retail  out  to  families,  and  employ  men  and  women  to  duff 
apd  hawk  in  and  about  the  metropolis ;  and  that  another 
grievance,  which  calls  aloud  for  redrels,  is,  the  commiffioners 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  cojlow  9M  excife^  w4.  juftio^of  theiMHiQ^  ttitiga(kU!S 

'     fterlinj^  when  t€»  d«9lei»  h»v#  brai  d^t^S^  kf  th/%  nticitt 
officffr^^  an^  coavi^ed'  oa  t^  cl^aiseft  evidcmz^^  «BMl4al  the 
petitioners^  li^vt  rfalipati^  belHiVf,  thatf.<ix^cutt»r»  and  veftb 
emplojied  io  thisr  UUeic  tn^  ^H^§  Mng  {eisfd^  are  loflorcd  . 
to  the  mafters:  b^  the  oftcers  of  tHft  rev«rtuc  catter»^.  and  iai»  • 
mediately  return,  to  the  6aatt  forvice^  g^ing  baoklO^Doalfirk, 
Fluihiiigy^  or  foqae  otUi;  £omgpk  iiifo^.  io,  Qcde?  tt>  pio^ 
cure  more  contraband  goods,  to  import  to  this  co\]ja:ryy  and) 
ia  cafii  thsy  ai[e  iatercepted  by  any  of  the  cuftom^houfe  cut- 
tors,    produoe  a  clearance  froin  fsch  iea  port,   by  which 
m^zm  they  obtain  their  difchai^e ;    and  that  the  petitioaen 
bave^alfo  reaiba  to  believe,  that  the  cuftotn-houfe  cutters  g^ 
along  fide  the  fmuggling  veflels,  and  take- only  a  partof  tl^f 
cargO)  and  afterwards  let  thenr  at  liberty,  by  which  means 
they  gtv»  the  voflels  ah  opportunity  of  getting  off  with  the 
remainder  o$  the  cargo,  which  they  land  at  fome*  fmall  dif- 
tance,  and  &t  fail  for  more ;  and  that  diefe  pradices  ar^  car- 
ried on  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  are^not  only  higjily  detri- 
mental to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  leingdom,  and  the 
Baft-Indi^-  company  in  particular,  but  alio  occaiion  a  lofs  to 
the  revenue  of  no  le(a  dian  600,000/.  per  annum ;  and  that  the 
revenue  alfo  fbflfersgrcatlofe  by  the  injurious  pra&ice  ofentewf 
dealers  buying  low  teas  at  tbe  different feai-port  cafCom^houfe 
files,  which  they  vend  by  duffers,  he.  at  a  trifling  lofi  without 
permir,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  permit  they  receive  from  the 
cuftoms,  bring  into  their  flock  fine  teas,  which  they^t  at 
a*  confidemblo  profit  into  the  inland  parts  of  thekingdom; 
and  that  tli^re  ai^e  many  thoufands  of  faiiors'  employed  in 
fmuggling,  few  of  whom  everfcnre  on  board  the  roy a!  navy ; 
fdr,    ifi  they  Happen-  to  be  impreflcd,    they  generally  find 
friends  Sufficient  to  obtain  their  difcharge  ;  but,  if  that  trade 
was^  flopped,    they  would  in  aH  probability  bcctnne  flfhen, 
wliereby  our  fek  coaft»  would  be  greatly  enriched,  and  our 
ports  be  aWe  to  fumifli  botb-fliips  and  menin  cafb  of  neceft- 
ty  ;    and  that  there  are  matiy  thou,^nds  of  filk«wcaven  and 
lace  iT|anufa£turers  out  of  employ,  owing  in*  a  great  meafbre 
to  <ho  fmuggling  of  filks,  callieoes  and  laces,  from  France ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Houfc  wnll  take  the  affair  into-con- 
fideration,  and,  eflFcftually  to  flop  the  inoreafing  evil,  pafs 
a  law,  with  fuch  refolutions  as  to  them  fhall  teem  meet,  to 
deteft  fmuggiers,  and  to  inflid  fuch  ponifhmcnts  and  penal- 
ties as  will  for  ever,  prevent  their  being;  guilty  of  the- like 
*         '  I  .  .     -  praftices, 
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praAksiy  to  hijmiom  «id  ^tiiiMiMd  «q  tbe  conuafttce  Und 
jrycMT  of  this  fcingdom,  ^ 

Pctkiflns  from  tfat  dcden  in  tea^  ia  Norwich^  Lynn^ 
Swafflbm^  Dercfaam^  AyUham,  Yarraouth,  NortkwftllhaaH 
Ftkc^iam,  Walfin^am,  WeUs,  Colchefter,  Chelmtfond, 
Sbcfbonw,  Siaftefbary,  the  hit  of  Wigitt,  N^cafUe  upon 
Tync,  &c«  were  fcvcrally  prcfcntcd  to  thcHoufc,  alklread; 
iikewife  coEDplMniDg  of  tint  illicit  prtftice  of  ibi vQjUng  ;  ind 
prayiag  «^cbef  •    All  ordered  to  lit  ti^a  tin  table* 

A^omocd  to  March  tbe  Sth. 

Sir  dmrge  StmU  roft,  and  pcopofed  an  addrers  to  the  crDwn»  sir  Gmrff, 
chat  an*  aiceouac  cf  tbe  produce  of  die  funds  appropriated  co  ^^^•' 
the  aufMfiicatioii  of  the  judges  faliarves,  by  an  aft  of  the 
3ift'of  the  late  kine,  be  laid  Mfore  that  Houfe. 

He  laid  Ae  obj«d  df  his  motion  was  intended  for  a  fur- 
Aer  aiigchenration,  if  the  funds  mnted  at  the  pet iod  alluded 
to  wodiit  admit  of  it.^«-fle  ftated  the  propriety  of  rendering 
the  jodges  as  independent  as  pofible^  which  could 'not  bt 
the  cs^  io  long  as  their  incomes  continued  (hort  of  what 
was  deemed  a  deeent  frovtfiM  tot  a  private  gentleman,  and 
infifted  particularly  on  the  circumftance,  that  they  were  the 
mkj  fet  of  men,  ivho,  on  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the 
puWie,  and  a  very  (aborious  fervice  too,  that  did  not  better 
their  fortunes ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  believed  an  inftance  was 
fowcely  ever  known  of  a  perfon  being  raifed  to  the  bench,  who 
did  nor  ftel  a  confideraUe  decn^afe  in  his  income  oti  his  pro«> 
motion. 

LatA  Ntrth  feettied  to  approve  of  the  motion,  aitd  gave  the  Lord  lUnk. 
Honfe  to  vnderftand,  though  he  dkl  not  exprefs  himFelf  in  ' 
dirrd  terms,  that  as  far  as  his  Majefty's  intereft  was  con-  i 

cemcd,  his  Majefty's  confent  #ould  be  no  impediment. 

Mr.  Rke  expremd  himfelf  in  favour  of  the  motion,  but  Ur.  #k«. 
pot  ID  his  claim  in  behalf  of  the  Welch  judges,  Aould  the 
propofisd  augmentation  take  place. 

Sir  ymnn  lAWihir  did  not  oppofe  the  principle  of  making  sir  Jtmu 
a  more  (uitaMe  pfovifion,  but  hoped  the  augmentation  pro^  Uwttm'. . 
pofedy  would  be  confideted  as  a  full  equivalent  i>f  all  perqui- 
fites,  |>aiticiilariy  thofe  which  tuftom  or  acquiefcence  had 
eftabliihed  on  the  circuits. 

Mr.  SoMcitor  (?riwf-tf/deniedthat  the  judges  received  or  took  Mr.SMNt 
aay  foes,  but  what  were  authorized  by  law,  6r  at  leaft  fuch^*^^* 
as  had  becA  eftabliihed  by  ufage,  beyond  the  extent  of  legal     " 
My,  which  wherever  euflom  could  fupport  fuch  a  claim^ 
law  properly  fo  called. 

Sir 
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^tJ.  tm^     Sir  y^mit  L$wtbir  replied  in  the  negative.    Said,  tliere  had 
ihtr^  been  many  fees  received  or  taken  by  the  judges  on  the  cir«- 

cuits,  which  were  not  fanAioned  by  any  fpecies  of  law  what- 
ever,  either  ftatute,  ufage^  common,  or  cuftomary  law  ;  fuch, 
he  faid,  were  the  funis  or  gratuities  paid  on  the  Northers 
circuit,  at  Newcaftle,  Carlifie  and  York ;  and  he  believed  at 
I^ncafter. 
Ttf  OmtgB       S^  Georgt  SavUi  replied ;  faid,  the  prefents,  peiqutfites,  or 
S0M.       fees  alluded  to»  were  cither  fanAioned  by  cuftom,  time  im- 
memorial, or  were  given  as  a  recompence  for  the  additional 
trouble  and  expence  attending  the  northern  circuit  in  parti- 
culan    He  believed,  the  fums  alluded  to,  wefc  at  prefent 
given  by  the  high  (heri£F,  to  reimburfe  the  judges  for  an  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  a  public  dinner  given  by  them  to  the  Iberiff 
and  grand  jury. 
Mr.  Dm^     Mn  Dempftir^  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Rice,  reminded  the 
/^-  Houfe  of  the  propriety  of  making  an  addition  to  the  faliaries 

of  the  Scotch  judges,  who  had  more  to  do,  and  were  worfe 
paid,  than  either  the  En^lifli  or  Welch. 
Sir  itftr        Sir  R§ger  Ntw^gati^  Sir  tFiUiam  Bag^t^  and  one  or  two 
Newdtguf0t  other  members  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  which  was 
^'*  agreed  ta 

The  contrador's  bill  read  a  fecond  tame. 
Mr.   t>mv     Mr.  Dunning  moved  for  the  papers  relating  to  Captain 
'<<T*  Cruikihanks  in  the  year  1748,  which  was  agreed  to. 

At  half  after  four  the  Houfe  being,  if  poffible,  more  crouded 
'•  '•»•.  iiij^Q  on  ti^e  (hird  inftant,  Mr.  Ajr  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  the 
notice  given  by  him,  that  he  had  a  motion  of  importance  to 
make.  He  opened  the  grounds  of  his  motion,  which,  he  faid, 
in  feveral  refpeds,  refemoled  that  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  third ;  the  difference  between  bot^  motions  was 
this;  the  principle  was  the  fame,  but  that  the  one  on  Wednefday 
was  particular  and  fpecific.  It  ftated  a  fad  which  he  was  fure 
no  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  doubted  of,  who  had  fpent  a  fingle 
thought  upon  it ;  nay,  he  would  venture  farther ;  a  f^Di  of 
which  neither  of  the  noble  Lords  themfelves  [North  and 
Mulgrave]  who  fo  ftrongly  combated  the  motion,  diibelieved, 
**  that  Admiral  Keppel  went  out  in  June  with  twenty  ihips 
of  the  line,  though  there  were  then  twenty-feven  certainly, 
if  not  thirty*t'wo,  lying  inBreft  water.*'  1  he  prefent  pro- 
pofition  was  a  general  one ;  it  contained  matters  of  public  and 
«« ' u.niverfal  notoriety^  it  called  for  00  fpecific  or  narrowed 
^  proofs ;  he  would  truft  it  to  the  feelii^  and  convidion  of 
every  honourable  gentleman  prefent.  That  was  the  evidence 
he  would  adduce  i  that  was  the  juft  tribu/nal  he  would  appeal 
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roj  op' that  teftimony,  which  every  thinking  man  mtift  (e« 
crecly  fubmit  to,  and  every  honeft  man  'Avowedly  declare,  he 
trulled  thf  fate  of  his  motion.  He  would  not  examine  this 
gentleman  to  the  number  of  Qiips  fit  for  Channel  fervice  at'  the 
time;  he  would  not  trouble  his  honourable  relation  to  inform 
the  Houfeagain^  bow  many  he  had  under  his  command  when 
he  fell  in  with  the  Licorne  and  the  Pallas ;  he  would  not 
troabie  the  noble  Lord  over  the  way  [Ffo^re]  to  prove  our  in- 
feriority in  America ;  nor  the  wholewrefTdvto  prove,  that  we 
had  totally  abandoned  our  trade  and  commerce,  confequence 
and  fortreflts,  in  the  Mediterranean.  No,  he  fhould  avoid 
any  of  thefe  forms  fo  necefTary  to  fubftantiate  charges  where 
there  was  the  moft  glimmering  ray  of  doubt  or  fufpenfe,  or 
hefitation,  whereon  to  hang  a  loop.  Was  that  the  cafe  here  ? 
No;  he  wz%  certain  it  was  not.  He  (hould  henr  every  faft 
and  argument  reforied  to,  but  that  of  the  terms  of  the  propo- 
fition  ^ing  not  literally  and  fubftantially  true.  He  fliould 
not  hear  a  fyllable  of  the  contents  controverted,  but  a  great 
deal  about,  <^  Why  come  to  this  vote  at  this  time  ?  If  true, 
the  danger  is  pafled.  Why  criminate  without  the  neceflary 
forms  of  legal  or  judicial  procefs?  And  above  all,  what  mad- 
Defs  to  come  to  a  vote,  when  that  verv  vote  goes  even- 
tually not  only  to  a  cenfure  of  the  admiralty  board,  or  rather 
the  mft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  to  the  final  overthrow 
of  adminiftration,  and  thofc  immediately  conneded  or  depen« 
dent  upon  it  ?"  Before  he  proceeded  further,  he  begged  leave 
to  teftify  his  entire  approbation  of  the  condu£l  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  under  the oppodte gallery,  [Mr.  Rice] 
for  bis  prudence,  fagacity,  and  forefight.  The  right  honour* 
abfe  gendeman  gave  notice,  on  a  former  day,  that  he  would 
oppofethe  bill  moved  by  bis  honourable  friend  [Sir  P.  J. 
Gierke]  refpcAing  contra£lors,buthe  has  declined  the  combat. 
He  perceives,  by  the  complexion  of  the  Houfe,  that  a  certain 
defcription  of  men,  who  *came  down  this  day  to  give  the  , 
minifter  their  countenance  and  fupport  on  the  prefentqneftion^ 
would  with'hold  it  on  the  other.*— I  therefore  admire  the 
right  bonourabie^entleman's  prudence.  It  would  not  be  plea- 
iant  for  the  noble  Lord  and  himfelf  to  remain  in  a  minority ; 
it  would  have  an  ahirming  appearance,  and  might  in  the  end 
be  produdive  of  fevera)  very  difagreeable  circumftances. 

Such  being  the  ground  of  public  notoriety,  fuch  the  unin- 
terrupted current  of  public  fame,  fuch  the  acknowledgments 
of  adminiftration  themfeives,  that  he  could  fcarcciy  reconcile « 
It  to  rcfped  for  that  Houfe,  to  go  into  any  detailed  proof  what- 
ever, were  it  not  at  well  to  ibew  what  minifterft  had  not  done. 
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whtt  they  had  tieglefited,  and  the  prrnnifes  i^ybad  rqieatedlf 
made,  as  the  meafis  which  ihe  nation  and  that  HcMife  had  put 
into  tbcir  hands,  and  chc  ftnguinc  expedtatioils  t^y  had  to 
forn^  upon  (uth  means  and  fuch  afluranccs* 

To  lay  this  as  part  of  the  bafts  on  which  his  motion  was 
t9  reft)  he  begged  leave  to  ftate  a  few  particular  fads  from  the 
papers  on  the  table^  which  contained  a  ibries  of  ^c  years  of 
peace  at  two  refpe^t^  periods;  the  one  including  the  five, 
years  following  tnclfre^  of  ffeace^  entered  into  at  Aix-la- 
Ghapelie ;  the  other  of  the  five  years  of  peace  preceding  the 
year  17^ 5«  Thefe  he  read  in  his  place,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  naval  peace  eftabliftiment  which  took  place  in  1749, 
upon  an  Average  of  the  five  years  taken  together,  amounted  to 
rto  more  than  nine  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
while  the  average  of  th<  latter  five  years  amounted  to  feventcen 
h«fidrcd  a»i  thtrty-eight  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  or  an 
ciiicreafe  of  nearly  double.  This  then  ted  him,  he  Gtid,  to 
oompare  the  expence  of  the  navy  at  the  commenceoieflt  of 
tjitttwo  fiicceeding  wars^  to  the  peace  eftablifhments  already 
mentioned.  In  the  year  1756,  #»e  firfl  of  the  late  war,  the 
expences  amounted  to  no  more,  including  navy  cxCraordina- 
«es,  &c»  Chan  what  was  voted  in  1778)  with  this  difference, 
ho*a^ver,  tha<  the  navy  debt  of  the  ft>rmer  period  was  but  one 
million  fix  huDdred  tKoufand  pounds  ;  whereu  the  navy  debt 
of  1778,  was  conilierably  above  two  millions. 

1  hen  it  was  in  proof,  as  well  in  pofnt  of  btingi^  convic- 
tion home  to  gt'ntlenKn's  mind^,  as  fupported  by  every  mode 
adopttd  for  difcovering  legal  truth,  that  our  peace  eftablHh- 
BKnt  cod  IIS  nearly  double  in  the  latter  period  to  what  it  did 
in  the  former  ;  and  that  the  whole  of  our  naval  expenditure 
in  17781  exceeded  what  it  was  in  1756,  by  full  half  a  mil- 
lion. 

If  then  our  peace  add  war  eftablifliments,  latterly,  were 
fuperior  in  point  of  expenct^  the  next  obvious  oonfideration 
wouM  be,  whether  our  na^l  preparatbn  and  efieSive  ftiength 
was  proportionably  fuperior,  wh  ch  might  be  reafonably  ex- 
pected {  or  whetiier  it  was  even  equal,  which  could  hardly 
oiuirie  thofe  who  had  the  management  of  it  to  any  praife;  or, 
Wiv,  whetber  it  was  confiderably  inferior^  and  furniflied  juft 
caufe  for  the  cenftirc  of  that  Houie,  and  the  wc)Ufounded/c« 
fciitfaeiUs  of  the  people  at  large.: 

By  an  authentic  paper,  which  he  had  in  'his  band,  he  &id, 
ihe  line  of  battle  in  1756,  viras  no  lefs  than  eighty-nine,  while 
the  pfefent  firft  Lotd  of  the  Admiralty,  the  firft  year  of  his 
war  eftafolilhmeac,  was  notable  to  make  aut  above  forty-two 
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ftipsof  the  line,  with  a  Vfry  deficient  proportron  ©f  fri|:ites. 
He  fhouliffpeak  more  particufsirly  to  that  circumftanct  in  hi^ 
further  progrcfs  ;  but  he  could  not  avoid  makrng  the  proftt 
ufc  of  thofe  fa<ai,  thus  contrafted,  bccat-fc  they  wen>  to  provt 
apart  of  his  motion,  which  ftated  one  of  the  grounds  for  4^ 
firing  the  Houfe  to  agree  with  the  Tqjc  of  cenfure,  that  tH« 
ftate  of  the  navy  was  not  adequate  t^  the  fums  voted  $ 
bccaufe  the  fums  voted  during  th^^lkft  peacc/were  nearif 
double  to  what  they  were  the  preceding,  while  the  navM 
force,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  former  war,  was  more  tha« 
doable,   to  what  it  was  at  prefent. 

As  the  aflerttons  of  miniflcrs  formed  another  ground  of  bis 
intended  motion,  that  confidcration  would  bring  him  back  t« 
the  number  of  fhips  adually  ready  for  fea  at  the  beginning, 
of  the  year  1778.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  preeeedingyear, 
in  December  1777,  it  was  aflerted  by  a  noble  Lord  in  the 
other  Houfej  he  would  not  forbear  to  name  him,  the  i^rft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  !  It  yas  Lord  Sandwich  who  alftrted, 
not  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  nor  in  a  hurry  or  paffion  of  anjf 
kind,  but  cpoify,  gravely,  and  repeatedly,  in  his  official  cha* 
rafter,  that  we  had  then  thirty- five  {hips  of  the  Fine  ready  fof 
immediate  aftual  fervicc,  and  feven  more  ready  in  a  few  days  ; 
and  doubts  having  been  ftarted  of  the  corrednefs.of  this  ftate, 
as  often  as  they  arofe,  his  Lordfhip  followed  them,  with  thi* 
obfervation,  **  That  no  perfon  was  fit  to  be  intrufted  with  th# 
condufl  of  the  naval  affiiirs  of  this  country,  who  did  not  at 
all  times  take  care  to  have  a  navy  equal  to  cope — fupcrior—^ 
&c.  to  the  whole  united  force  of  the  Houfe  of  Bjurbon.** 
This  was  the  language  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  months  of 
November  and  December  1777  ;  yet,  in  upwards  of  fix  months 
after,  the  whole  naval  force  of  Great-Britain  hardly  amounted 
to  the  number  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord  ;  in  March  there  wcre- 
but  fix  actually  ready  and  collefted  j  and  even  in  June,  when 
his  honourable  friend  below  him  failed,  there  were  htth 
more  than  the  number  mentioned  in  December,  attended  with 
this  additional  circumftance,  that,  inftead  of  being  able  tocopf 
with,  or  being  fuperior  to  the  united  force  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  we  were  not,  at  the  beginning  of  June  and  July^ 
even  equal  to  France  alone.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the  French 
fleet,  confifting  of  thiny-two  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  frigates,  failed  from  Breftj  on  the  9th, 
Admiral  Keppe!  failed  with  only  twenty-four,  though  fix 
bad  joined  or  fpUowed  him,  between  tha(  and  the23dofch« 
(amc  month. 
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He  did  not  confine  thefe  aflertions  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
other  Houfe ;  for  he  had  heard  them  frequently  repeated,  con- 
firmed, and  ftamped  with  the  fuperfcription  of  minifterial  au- 
thority, by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  very  often 
urged  and  prefled  by  almoft  every  member  and  friend  to  ad- 
miniftration  in  that  Houfe. 

He  was  likewife  at  liberty  to  add,  that  this  motion  neither 
tended  to  nor  exprefled  any  exclufive  cenfure  on  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  farther  than  mere  removal,  on  the 
grounds  already  mentioned,  his  incapacity  or  wilful  negled; 
the  general  cenfure  was  directed  to  all  the  minifters  eaually. 
If  he  had  rietained  any  doubt  upon  the  fubjeA,  the  noble  Lord's 
conduct  on  Wednefday,  put  it  beyond  queftion,  or  the  leaft 
degree  of  uncertainty.  The  noble  Lord  generoufly  ftepped 
forth,  with  all  his  popularity  and  intereft  in  that  Houfe,  to  do 
—what?  1^0  (hield  his  friend,  to  {bare  his  misfortunes,  to  re- 
fcue  him  from  his  enemies,  or  to  periih  glorioufly  in  the  at- 
tempt. Formerly  the  noble  Lord  was  content  to  (hare  fo 
much  of  the  bUme  or  credit  of^every  mcafure.— **  He  had 
nothing  to  do  in  any  office  but  that  in  which  he  prefided. 
He  was  no  minifter,  but  in  his  own  department."  But  now 
the  noble  Lord  has  totally  changed  his  language  $  he  has 
taken  at  leaft  part  of  the  refponfibility  upon  himielf,  and  di- 
vided the  reft  among  his  colleagues  in  office.  Be  it  fo ;  be 
has  pledged  himfelf,  and  his  cabmet  fiiends,  to  all  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  Admiralty  board.  The  motion  is  framed  ac* 
cordingly.  Every  honourable  gentleman  will  now  know 
how  to  condud  himfelf.  If  he  votes  for  the  motion,  he  will 
give  it  his  afl'ent  on  the  degree  of  ^ruth  which  it  prefents;  if 
he  perceives  its  tendency,  and  that  he  fees  it  involves  a  cen- 
fure upon  ail  his  Majefty's  confidential  fervants,  then  all 
will  be  open  to  him;  the  queftion  will  prefent  fairly  the  al- 
ternative, **  Are  fuch  men  to  be  longer  confided  in,  or  is  it 
better  to  truft  to  further  contingencies,  or  at  once  withdraw 
our  fupport  i"  The  noble  Lord,  by  his  condud,  or  rather 
popular  confidence,  the  laft  night,  brought  the  point  to  the 
iflue  now  defcribeJ  ^  and,  for  his  part,  he  was  perfedly  con- 
tent, as  he  thought  it  much  better,  rcfpcfting  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  that  gentlemen,  when  they  were  defired  to  vote, 
ibould  know  the  full  extent  the  propofition  made  was  inten- 
ded to  be  carried. 

He   then  proceeded  to  his  conclufions,  which  were,   that 

our  navy  was  not  in  a  better  and  more  formidable  ftate  at  the 

end  of  the  year  1770,  than  in  1754;  that  in  1756,  the  ex- 

"  pepces  of  the  navy  were  lefs  by  half  a  million  than  in  1778  j 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


h.i'll^  D    E-B    A    T.E-  .S.;  69 

that  in  1756  nevcrthelefs,  we  bad  eighty  nine  (hips  of  the 
Mine,  ihottgh  in  1778  we  had  not  more  than  on«  half  the 
^Dumber;  that  inftead  of  being  able  to  cope  with,  or  being 
fapenor  to  any  force  which  France  and  Spain  united  could 
fend  againft  us,  we  were  not  equal  to  France  alone.  1  his  he 
endeavoured  to  (hew  was  the  cafe  in  the  month  of  July  in  re- 
{^  of  the  home  defence,  of  our  force  in  America  and  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

In  June,  and  in  the  early  part  of  July,  we  weyx  manifeftly 
I  inferior  to  D'Orvilliers ;  in  the  Mediterr^ean,  the  inferi- 
ority w^as  clearly  evident,  and  in  America  Lord  Howe  was 
manifeftly  inferior  to  D'Fftaign.  Hence  it  was  evident,  that 
not  only  the  ends  were  not  proportioned  to  the  given  means, 
but  that  the  fith  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  minifters  in  that 
Houfe  had  broke  their*  word  with  the  public,  and  were  no 
longer  worthy  of  public  confidence. 

He  begged  leave  to  anticipate  one  of  the  noble  Lord's  great 
arguments,  or  rather  pillars  of  debate.  Says  the  noble  Lord, 
"  1  was  not  the  author  of  th^  American  war.  America  re- 
belled. I  am  not  anfwerable  for  the  events  of  the  French 
war^  it  was  the  perfidy  of  France  that  made  that  kingdom 
abet  our  rebellious  fubjeds.  I  did  not  encourage  the  Bofto- 
nians  to  deilroy  the  tea,  nor  to  rife,  nor  to  fight,  to  declare 
tbemfelves  independent,  &c.*'  Though  the  noble  Lord,  is 
confcious  that  he  did  not  take  a  fmgle  Itep  through  the. whole 
bufmcfs  J  that  the  next,  on  the  part  of  America,  or  France, 
was  not  literally  foretold,  which  amounts  jufl  to  this,  th^  ' 
noble  Lord  confounds  the  caufe  with  the  effect,  he  prcfumes 
that  the  cfFed  took  place  before  the  caufe,  and  the  caufe  fol* 
lowed  theefFeS. 

While  he  was  upon  this  partof  thefubje£t,  hefaid,  it  would 
not  be  quite  foreign  to  touch  a  little  on  the  repeated  afTurances 
given  by  other  miniflers,  as  well  as  the  noble  Earl,. in  the 
other  Houfe.  When  the  firfl'^diflurbances  relative  to  the 
diftru£lion  of  the  tea  fent  to  America  broke  out  in  that 
country,  the  noble  Earl's  language  in  the  blue  ribbon  was, 
^*  Pafs  the  Bofton  port-bill,  and  the  neceifities  of  the  people 
will  compel  them  to  fubmit."  Well,  the  noble  Lord  was  mif- 
taken,  the  people  did  not  fubmit.  Says  the  noble  Lord  again, 
*^  Send  a  few  regiments,  and  force  the  port-bill  down  the 
throats  of  the  difcontented  and  mutinous  with  powder  and 
ball."  That  recipe  not  proving  efficacious,  fays  the  noble 
Lord,  ^<  We  will  hold  out  terms  to  them,"  which  gave  birth  to 
bis  Lord(bip's  celebrated  conciliatory  propofition.  The  con* 
ciliatory  propofition  was  however  treated  with  the  contempt 
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and  derifion  which  it  merited;  It  tm^rted  this ;  ^*  give  us 
as  much  as  you  pleafe,  wc  will*  accept  of  it ;"  and  take  af- 
terwards as  much  u  we  think  fit,  in  addition"  that  in,  ♦*  give 
us  fomething,  and  we  wilt  then  fcramble  for  as  much  more 
as  we  can  plunder.jrouof,  cither  by  force,  or  ftratagcm."  The 
noble  Lord  finding  bimfelf  bafRed  in  all  his  plans,  at  length 
grew  difguftcd  and  angry.  The  whole  force  of  this  country, 
was  to  be  tried,  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  were  to  be  made  ; 
every  thing  vras  to  be  carried  by  the  hand  of  ftrength,  and 
America  was  to  be  brought  to  the  fcet  of  Great-Britain,  and 
to  fubmit  to  unconditional  fuhmiffion.  Thirhigh,  this  boaft- 
ful  language  proved  as  vain  glorious,  and  the  attempt  as  un- 

Sirofpcrous  as  every  other,  to  bully  and  deceive,  to  cheat  and 
righten.     The  people  of  America  had  too  much  g^od  fenfe 
and  refolution,  to  fubmit  to  either. 

In  thcfe  feveral  ftagcs,  gentlemen  on  that  [hi>l  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  were  not  unmindful  of  their  duty.     As  friends   to 
their  country,  they  reafoned,  they  argued,  they  ventured  to 
predift.     They  did  not,  perhaps  they  could  nor,  bring  that 
fpccies  of  proof  which  is  required  to  fupport  a  criminal  charge, 
in  a  court  of  law.     They  did  not  attempt  to  criminate,  cen- 
fure,  or  impeach  ;  they  ftated  the  hAs  which  they  heard, 
they  were  perfuaded  of  the  truth   of  many  of  them ;  they 
reafoned  liberally,  they  foretold  the  probable  confequences, 
they  conjured,  remonftrated,  and    threatened.      They   un- 
luckily fpoke  with  a  prophetic  fpirit,  and  when  every  day's 
mifcondud  brought  us  into   that  precife  fituation^   which 
openly  invited  the  interference  of  foreign  powers  ;  what  was 
the  language  they  adopted  ?  Take  care  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
and  whitt  were  the  uniform  anfwers?    *'  The   finances  of 
France  are  exhaofted,  her  income    is  not  equal  to  the  ex- 
penccs  of  her  peace  cftablifhmtnt.     Her  navy  is  annihilated. 
She  is  on   the  eve  of  national  bankruptcy.     She  is  taxed  to 
the  utmoft  extent  (he  is  able  to  bear.     She  is  without  in- 
ternal refources  or  credit.     Spain  is  in  a  condition  equally 
imbecile,  and  is  incapable  of  affiftinp;  France,  or  of  performing 
the  terms  of  the  family  compafl.     France  or  Spain,  however 
well  inclined,   will  not  fet  fo  dangerous  an  example  to  their 
own,  colonies  ;  they  will  not  encourage,  foment  or  fupport 
rebellion   in   the  Britifh    colonies,    left  the   contagion    may 
fprcad  itfelf  to  thofc  poficffed  by  themfelves  in  the  new  world. 
But  allowing  the  worft  that  can  poffibly  happen  ;  grant  that 
they  (houM  be  inftigated  by  motives  of  miftaken  policy,  of 
revenge,  of  falfe  and  diftoneft  ambition,  their  ftate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  total  inability,  witji  our  decided  fuperiority,  will  be 
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our  beft  kcvnitf.  Tbvy  kmw  it  is  in  our  power  to  cliaAife 
tkcn.  France  or  Sjptin  know  beKer»  and  if  tbef  were  i»* 
diaed  id  combine,  or  unite  aftshift  «,  tfae)r  are  not  fo  bltnd« 
not  to  forefee,  that  fuch  a  combinatioa  wovU^  najr  mnft,  ter* 
minate  in  their  ruin  iml  disgrace.'' 

A  time  however  arrived^  when  oonjeftyre  (eemed  to  re^- 
ceire  fome  coaotenanct  frtMn  iA«al  afpeaiaaces*.  J4r« 
Dean  arrived  at  Paris  in  the  famoaer  of  t7f  6.  I  happintd 
to  be  ie  Paris  iboa  after  his  arrival ;  when  I  mettCiooed  ^c 
circumftance  in  this  Htvfe,  I  was  law^ed  at.  The  noble 
Lord  and  fats  friends  on  his  right  and  left  hand  cbfervisdy 
''  that  Mr.  Deasi  might  hatre  taken  thts  trip  for  his  anraft* 
meoty  or  for  bufioeft,  or  for  curiofitY,  or  at  naoft  in  the 
dianAer  of  a  mere  merchant ;  in  ihort  every  motive  was 
affigned  but  dM  trne  one.  AU  did  net  end  here.  Dr. 
Fraokfia  loon  followed^  but  mtmfters  ftiU  contimied  infi« 
Ms,  or  afi^Aed  k.  Said  ibey,  <^  dhe  DoAor's  an  cnthn* 
Gaft,  he  is  zealous  in  the  caufe,  which  he  has  faimfelf  pto* 
<iiicai  into  beiAg,  But  whatever  his  errand  might  be^  firtii* 
ied  verjr  Ktde,  the  appearances  of  the  court  of  YerfaiUeSy 
wtie  fiads  as  might  be  truAed  to  with  fafety ;  thej  were  of 
tbe  raoft  ikcved  and  fofema  natuiie.  Dr.  Franklin  was 
trcaied  coldly,  and  wirk  manifeft  aeglefl,  nay  wtth  caa« 
tempt.  The  court  of  France,  rcfnfed  to  receive  him,  in  a 
paUic  charader."  In  (hort,  the  oppofite  benches  treated 
even  every  fufpicioo  of  the  kind,  as  the  mere  etfeft  of  viiio* 
aary  iear,  or  originating  in  faftion;  till  that  gentleman 
was  known  to  have  tranfaaed  bufineft  wMi  die  French  King's 
minifters. 

So  matters  refled,  till  a  new  fcene  unfolded  itfcAf,  till  the 
tobacco  contraft  was  publidy  known  and  acknowledged^ 
by  the  French  troort:  Even  then,  the  appearance  of  ddu- 
fioB  was  kept  up,  for  it  could  be  no.  more.  Tbe  lame  and 
ridicidoos  apology  made  by  that  court,  was  Lnftantly  adc^ed 
by  minifters  in  tjiat  Houfe.  <^  It  was  only  a  commercial 
contra^  di&ated  by  neceffity.  It  had  nothing  political  in 
it,  oor  no  feetk  of  Koftility  in  its  nattu^e.  Tobacco  muft  be 
had,  to  iecnre  to  the  crown  one  of  lihe  moft  beoe^iciAt  brancbea 
of  its  revenue  ;  Great  Britain  could  not  in  the  prefent  fitaa* 
tton  of  aftiirs,  fupply  the  commodity,  and  a  fvpply  muft  be 
foa^t,  where  only  it  could  be  had."  So  the  delufion  was 
kept  up^  till  the  ligaiag  of  the  treaty  between  France  and 
the  CoQgrefs  delegates  could  be  no  longer  oooceakd ;  not 
wben  it  was  known  in  that  ifeufe^  £ar  he  k^i  communicated 
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it  in  his  place,  in  ten  days  after  it  was  figned ;  but  when 
the  refcript  delivered  by  the  Count  de  Noailles,  in  almoft 
four  weeks  after  diat  communtcation,  rendered  the  further 
concealment,  totally  imprafttcable*  * 

The  foliy,  madnefs,  and  delufire  arts  of  the  noble   Lord  ; 
in  the  "blue  ribbon,  and  of  miniftcrs  in  both  Houles  of  Par-   | 
liament,.  was  neverdieleis  eioerted  as  ftrongiy  during  die  in- 
termediate ^riod,'  between  :lhe  a£tual  figning,   and  the  de-  I 
Hrery  of  the  refcript,  as  at.  any  former  one.    **  No  fuch  | 
treaty,  it  was  iaid,  exifted.     France  had  neither  the  will  nor  | 
ability   to  carry  it  into  execution."    And  to  conclude  the 
'  whole  of  thi^  political,  farcical  delufion,  they  defired  Par-   | 
Kament  ix>  agree  to  the  palling  of  certain  afts,  and  to  the  I 
delecting  certain  powers  to  commiilioners,  thou^  niinifbers,  I 
as  it  has  iince  come  out  in  adual  proof,  knew  at  the  very 
inftant  they  propofed  them, '  that  they  muft  prove  totally 
Bugatory,  and  ferve  only  to  render  this  country  deipicable  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 

*   He  prefented  this  argument  in  a  variety  of  lights,  and  ! 
drew  the  following  inference,  that  miniftcrs  a£ted  under  the  I 
dominion  of  the  grolTeft  and  dulleft  ignorance ;   and  were  \ 
therefore  unworthy  of  public  trof^  or  confidence ;    or  from 
iinifter  corrupt  and  concealed  motives ,    and  further  urged 
by  Ibme  powerful  criminal  influence,   operating  upon  their 
minds,    had  wilfully  milled,  and  by  a  ftudied  feries  of  delu- 
lions  and  a  preconcerted  plan  of  impofitions,  had  impercep- 
tibly dragged,   or  rather  allufed,  this  infatuated  country,   to 
the  very  verge  of  deftruftjon.  | 

This  was  a  dilemma,  from  which  neither  the  blind  confi-  I 
dence  or  ftudied  plaufibility,  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ' 
ribbon,  could  extricate  him.  The  alternative  was,  minifters  ^ 
were  either  ignorant  or  treacherous.  If  ignorant,  ,was  there  I 
a  gentleman  m  that  Houfe,  who  would  traft  his  deareft  and 
neareft  concerns  to  fuch  men.  If  treacherous,^  where  was 
the  perfon  who  would  be  mad  enough,  to  truft  his  moft  im-  > 
portant  concerns  to  men  who  he  was  perfuaded,  would  fa-  j 
crifice  them  to  their  own  difhoneft  and  corrupt  vicws.^ 

He  again  returned  to  the  fubftance  of  his  motion,  and  1 
entered  into  fiirther  particulars,  in  fupport  of  it.  Hfc  ob-  1 
ferved,  that  in  April,  France  detached  twelve  Ihips  of  the  1 
line,  though  we  were  not  able  to  detach  an  equal  number  till  ! 
alx>ut  the  fame  time,  in  the  month  of  June.  We  gave  I 
France  full  time  to  have  eiFefted  their  purpofe,  had  not  the  ] 
t:Uments  to  remarkably  befriended  us,  which  muft  have  at 
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once  dcftroyed  our  naval  force  in  America ;  and,  as  the  con- 
ftqucnce  of  fuch  an  event,  given  her  a  decided  fupcricrity 
in  the  European  feas.  If  D'Eilaing  had  not  remained  fo 
loog  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  was  occafioned  by  adverfe 
winds,  it  was  probable  that  he  would  have  reached  the 
coafts  of  America  before  Mr.  Byron  left  Plvmooth* 

There  were  papers  on  the  table  which  ftiewed,  that  mi- 
fiiftry  were  acquainted  with  D'Eftaing's  deftinatioo,  before' 
he  even  filled.  Throwing  that  circumftancc,  if  they  were 
able,  which  was  the  very  pit  of  the  prefent  debate ;  why  did 
they  not  detach,  as  foon  as  the  fad  <;ame  to  their  knowledge ; 
or  if  they  were  not  able,  which  he  believed  was  the  truth, 
why  did  they  not  fenrf  out  a  few  fhips  at  leaft,  to  put  the  no- 
ble Lgrd  over  the  way  f  Lord  Howe]  nearly  upon  an  equality 
widi  D'Eftaing  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  noble  Lord  was  left  to 
chance,  to  meet  an  enemy  infinitely  fuperior,  and  the  fate 
of  the  fleet  under  his  command,  and  the  army  of  courfe,  ex- 
pofed  to  imminent  danger. 

The  fuperior  genius  of  the  noble  Lord,  it  was  true,  ftood 
unrivalled;  for  by  an  effort,  which  had  exalted  him  in  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  thought  moft  favourably  of  him ;  and 
had,  if  poffible,  rendered  him  more  dear  than  ever  to  his 
grateful  country  ;  he  refcued  it  from  a  blow,  which  if  it  had 
proved  fuccefsnil,  muf^  have  produced  confequences,  which 
it  mufl  have  long  felt,  and  which  perhaps  could  never  be  re- 
trieved ;  but  notwithftanding  the  noble  Lord's  unexampled 
bravery  and  ability,  had  the  French  fleet  arrived  but  even 
fix  days  fboner,  his  experience  and  profeffional  ikill  would 
not  have  been  fufficient.  He  mufl,  with  the  whole  of  his 
little  force,  have  fallen  a  facrifice,  and  with  him,  perhaps, 
the  naval  power  and  glory  of  Crreat-Britain. 

Fortune  indeed,  had  been  very  kind  to  us.  We  had  had 
our  efcapes  in  almofl  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  She  had 
been  our  conftant  attendant.  The  miniftry,  the  laft  nighty 
complained  of  ill  luck  ;  but  he  would  balance  the  account 
with  them  on  that  fcore,  though  he  was  perfuaded  that  for- 
tune had  fairly  declared  on  their  fide.  He  would  therefore 
try  them  on  the  merit  and  wifdom  of  their  meafures.  The 
noble  Lord  already  alluded  to,  could  foon  fatisfy  the  Houfe 
on  that  head.  He  could  readily  inform  the  Houfe,  bow  in- 
ferior we  were  to  France  in  America,  as  it  was  now  well 
known,  and  acknowledged,  we  had  been  in  Europe^  How 
did  this  accord  with  the  opinion  of  the  noUc  Earl,  in  the 
other  Houfe,  who  prefides  at  the  admiralty  boqrd,  ^<  that 
mtnifter,  ought  to  lofe  his  head,  who  had  not  a  fleet  equal. 
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if  not  fopcrior  to  the  combined  fleets  of  France  Jind  Spa tn.^' 
That  aiTertion  Was,  and  ever  would  be,  alive  in  his  memory. 
That  ijobte  Lord  had  forfeited  his  word  to  the  public ;  he 
had  pronounced  his  own  condemnation ;  nor  did  he  i'ee  upoi} 
what  ground  thofc  who  had  hitherto  fupported  the  prefcnt 
admlniftration,  could  continue  to  fupport  them  in  the  pur- 
fuitof  meafures  which,  from  the  very  commencement,  v/crc 
imprafticable;  which  were  rendered  uillmorc  fo  in  their  pfo- 
grefs;  and  above  all,  how  tlut  Iloufc  could  put  a  furtlier 
truft  in  men  who  had  forfeited  all  future  confidence,  from 
repeated  breaches  of  pgWic  faith;  and  that  in  inftanccs, 
where  the  honour,  interefts,  nay  the  \ery  exiftence  of  this 
country  were  moft  materially  concerned. 

After  feveral  other  arguments  of  lets  account,  h^  con- 
cluded his  fpcech  wiih  the  following  motion,  by  way  of  rcib- 
lution* 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  the  ftate  of  the 
navy,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France,   was 
very  unequal  to  what  this  Houfe  and  the  nation  were  led  tq 
expe£^,  as  well  6om  the  declarations  of  his  Majefty's  mini* 
fters,  as  from  the  great  furos  of  money  granted,  and  debtn 
incurred,  for  that  fervice  ;  and  inadequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  various  ferviccs  for  which  it  waf  the  duty  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's minifters  to  hj^yc  provided  at  fo  important  a  crifis". 
Lord  AfiiA       Lord  Mulgrave  contended,  that  the  terms  of  the  motion 
irave.        yttxe.  not  fupported  by  the  fafts  flated.     In  the  firft  place, 
he  faid,  that  it  was  extremely  unfair  and  irregular  to  refer 
to  matters  which  fell  in  former  debates,  and  much  more  fp 
to  any  thing  which  might  or  might  not  have  been  faid,  by  a 
member  gf  the  other  Houfe.     He  ftated  the  poffibility  cither 
way,  even  as  to  general  opinion  ;    but  when  a  motion   of 
cenfhre  canw  to  be  framed  upon  fqch  loofe,  uncertain  grounds 
as  what  might  have  p^ed  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  or 
debate  in  cither  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  the  injuflice,  as  well 
as  the  abfiirdity  of  coming  to  a  vote,  thus  inftru&ed  and  in* 
formed,  was  too  palpable  to  deferye  a  iingle  fentence  of.  ani- 
madveriion« 

Hepbfcrvcd,  that  the  main  ground  of  the  prefcnt  vote 
was,  that  Admiiar  Keppel,  having  but  twenty  fhips  of  the 
line,  vya^  iiifdrior  to  the  French  lquadrQn4  No  fuch  fad, 
.he  infixed,  appeared.  On  the  contrary,  the  day  Admiral 
KejipeL  failed  [June  tjie  5th]  he  had  every  reafon  to,6©licvc, 
thn  tKe  French  fieet  in  Breil  water  did  not  exceed,  fcventeen 
fit  moi}!;.  confequentiy  wiitn  the  honourable  Admiral  iailed, 
.  )x^  vu%  fuj^er io(  to  the  {qtadron.then  Lying  sit  Breft, 
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The  Qcxt  ground  in  point  of  fa£l,  was,  that  iPrance  was 
fuperior  to  us  in  America;  the  contrary  of  which,  was 
equally  evident ;  for  though  the  noble  Lord  under  the  gal- 
krv  [Lord  Howe]  might  not  have  been  entirely  equal  to 
D'JEftairtg,  before  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Byiron,  the  proba- 
bility was,  that  with  the  affiftance  of  the  fifties ^and  frigates^ 
be  would  at  leaflhave  been  able  to  defend  himfelf  till  rein- 
forced; The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  why  not  detach 
earlier  t  The  matter  was  obvious ;  be^aufe  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  deCach  till  we  were  fure  of  D'Eilaing's  deftination. 
If  we  had  detached,  and  that  D*£fta.ing  came  round  to  rein- 
force d^Orvilliers,  then  how  would  the  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
poUte  ben9hes  clamour  ?  You  have  detached,  and  thereby 
have  left  this  iiland  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies,  who  are 
by  that  means  much  fuperior  to  us*  In  the  then  lituation 
of  affairs,  he  contended,  that  minifters  aded  wifely  and 
pradentiy ;  that  they  were  juftified  not  to  detach  too  early  I 
tba  America  was  ^  not  without  a  refpeAable  naval  defence ; 
and  that,  a«  foon  as  Mr.  £yron  arrived,  we  bad  a  decided 
fuperiority  ip  thofe  parts. 

Upon  the  laft  head,  in  point  of  proof  refpeSing  the  ne* 
glcft  of  the  fortrefles  arid  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean, 
be  faid,  it  was  utterly  impoffible  to  provide  a  fuitable  de* 
fence  to  pofleffions  fo  widely  extended,  as  thofe  belonging  to 
Gieat-Britain ;  that  fome  muft  be  negle£led,  and  that  in 
cxercifing  the  difcretion  inherent  in  miniilers,  no  blame 
could  he  imputed  to  them,  for  having  direded  their  atten- 
tion to  places  of  the  greateft  confequence,  in  refpcfi:  that 
tbey  were  mor&  vulnerable,  and  of  courfe  more  likely  to  ia- 
vite  an  attack. 

As  to  the  comparative  ftate  of  the  money  granted  for  na- 
val ferv  ices  in  the  two  interims,  previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  t^  laft  and  prefent  war,  and  the,ftatt  of  the  fleets  in 
1756  and  1778,  he  faid,  no  fair  inference  could  be  drawn, 
it  prefented  nothing  dire^  or  properly  applicable. 

It  was  well  known,  that  the  (hips  vrere  larger  now  than 
at  the  former  period ;  that  in  the  numl>er  there  were  a  great 
many  fhEiall  fixtits  and  iizty-fours,  ^  that  our  ieventy-fours 
were  built  much  larger,  difi^ring  very  little  in  poiot  of  ton- 
nage, from  our  old  ieco&d  rates  i  and,  that  although  we  had 
Bot  for  the  home  fervice,  above  forty-eight  or  for.ty-nine 
ihips  of  tke  line,  we  had  a  verv  confidetable  force  in  Ame- 
rica; fo  that  fairly  oompariog  tne  exemons  at  both  periods^ 
hewasperfnadedi  that  our  force^  in  1778,  was  fubftantially. 
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equal  to  what  it  was  in  1756;  which  beiides  was  not  a  fair 
way  of  efti mating  and  comparing  the  refpeftive  means  and 
exertions,  for  175^)  was  not  the  iirft  but  the  fecond  year 
of  the  war,  if  the  fafts  had  been,  as  Aated  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  which  was  not  the  cafe ;  for  we  had  but 
eighty-nine  fliips  of  the  line,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  late 
wat,  eighteen  of  which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy. 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  anfwcring  Mr.  Fox   on  the 
fubjeft  of  imputed  good  luck,  for  he  contended,  that  France 
•had  been  laved  from  certain  dcftruft ion  by  a  fucccffion  of 
eicapes  as  extraordinary  as  uncxpeftcd.     D'Orvilliers  had 
e leaped  from  Admiral  Keppcl,  D'Eftaing  had  efcaped  from 
the  noble   Lord  under  the  gallery  [Lord  Howe]  off  Rhode 
I  Hand  ;    he  had   afterwards  efcaped  from  Mr.  Byron  to  the 
Weft-Indies^     If,  however,  fortune  had  declared  in  our  fa- 
vour, which  he  did  not  1-ecolleft,  in  a  finglc  inftance,  to  have 
been  the  cafe,  it  was  a  good  rcatbn  for  not  changing  the  prc- 
Icnt  adminiftration.     U,  they  were  in  luck,  let  them  hold  the 
box  till  they  threw  out.     At  prefent  there  was  little  profpcft 
of  that,  for  the  odds,  to  purfuc  the  fimile,  were  evidently  in 
their  favour.     The  fiift  efforts  of  France  were  always  the 
moft- vigorous,  from  the  nature  of  her  govcrnmenV  ;    while 
ours  were  always  dilatory  and  languid,  from  the  frame  of 
our  conftitution.     When  that  iiupcdiment  was  removed,  we 
had  always  proved  viftorious.     Our  force  would  be  every 
day  incrcaling,    while  theirs  having  already  attained  to  the 
meridian  would  be  on  the  decline.     On  the  whole,  he  faw 
the  prefent  motion,  as  a  pre-concerted  attack  upon  admini- 
ftration, in  order  to  drive  them  from  their  places;    on  that 
account,  as  well  as  for  the  reafons  given  already,  he  ihould 
oi\  e  his  hearty  negative  to  the  morion. 

Lord  Howe  ftated  the  difficulty  he  laboured  under,  its  what 
manner  to  conuuft  hlmfelf,  ftanding  as  he  did.  He  rofe 
to  fecond  tlie  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way;  but  meant  to  have  contented  himfelf  with  giving  a 
filent  affirmaii'.c  to  the  motion,  if  he  had  not  found  him- 
felf fo  particularly  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man rind  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft. 

It  was  well  known,  that  adminiftration  and  he  had  an 
affiiir  to  fettle  ;  that  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Hotafe  to 
bring  on  an  enquiry  into  his  and  his  brother's  conduft. 
There  was  a  motion  on  the  journals,  for  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
rcfpondcncc  between  him  and  the  noble  Lord,  fecretary  of 
ftate  for  the  Americaa  department;  if  he  ihoold^  therefore^ 
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go  fully  ioto  the  queftion  naturally  growing  out  of  the  pre- 
lent  debate^  it  would  bear  an  appearance  of  a  wi(h  to  mif- 
lead  thofe  who  were  to  determine  on  bis  conduA,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  intentions.  If,  on 
die  other  hand,  bb  remained  totally  unconcerned,  it  might 
be  confirucd  into  an  approbation  of  meafures;  he  meant 
not  to  ipeak  of  thofe  that  might  or  might  not  affcA  him, 
which  be  was  fully  perfuaded  were  weak,  incapable,  and,  if 
looger  permittetf  or  purfaed,  muft  terminate  in  the  deftruc*  , 
tionof  the  naval  power  of  this  coontry,  and  confequently  of 
the  country  itfclf. 

He  thought  that  the  means  put  into  the  hands  of  admi-  « 
nirtmion,  were  fuch  as  enabled  them  to  have  a  much  more 
relpeftable  navy  on  foot,  and  Jthat  above  all  things,  the 
Mediterranean  ought  to  have  been  provided  for;  being 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  at  any 
time  for  this  country  to  prefcrve  its  naval  fuperiority,  while 
tliat  fervice  was  negleAed,  or  which  was  the  cafe  at  prefent^ 
apparently  abandoned.  He  was  not  in  Europe  at  the  time 
Vie  matters  particularly  adverted  to  in  the  motion,  and  fo 
de?.rly  ftated  and  ably  enforced  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
maa  who  made  it,  happened ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  they 
were  fo  well  fuportcd  in  fa£t  and  argument,  as  to  juftify 
the  vote  he  intended  to  give. 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  hoped  he  fbould  be  permitted  to 
%  thus  much  :   that  he  was  deceived  into  his  command  ; 
that  he  was  deceived  while  he  retained  it;  that  tired  and 
difgufted,   he  defired  permillion  to  refign;  that  he  would 
have  returned  as  foon  as  he  obtained  leave,  but  he  could  not 
think  of  doing  fo,  while  a  fuperior  enemy  remained  in  the  - 
American  feas ;  that  as  foon  as  Mr.  Byron's  arrival  removed 
that  impediment,  by  giving  a  decided  foperiority  to   the 
Britiih  arms,  he  gladly  embraced  the  firft  opportunity  of   • 
returning  to  Earope ;  that  on  the  whole,  his  lituation  was 
fuch,  that  he  had,  in  the  firft  inftance,  been  compelled  to 
refign ;  and   a  thorough  recolle£tion  of  what  he  felt,  and 
whathcfufFcred,  induced  him  to  decline  any  rifquc  of  evec 
retaming  into  a  lituation  which  might  terminate  in  equal 
ill-treatment,  mortification,  and  difguft.      Such  were  his 
ientiments  refpeAing  the  motives  that  induced  him  to  re- 
fign the  command  in  America ;  and  fuch  for  declining  any 
future  fervice,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  minifters  remained  in 
office;  for  paft  experience  had  ftfficiently  convinced  him^ 
thatbefides  rifquing  his  honour  and  profeffional  charaftef, 
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fee  cOdld,  under  fuch  counfeU,  render  noeffeotial  fcrvice  to 
ills  country. 
r>!r!l*^  Admiral  Esppel  replied     to  the  noble  Lord   who  fpoke 

^^  laft    but  one*      He    contended,    that    the    evidence    al- 

ready before  the  Houfc,  was  fully  fufficicnt  to  prove 
that  the  French  fleet  was  fuperior  to  ours,  when  be  failed 
from  Plymouth ;  and  kept  in  port  only  till  it  was  known 
for  certain  that  Admiral  Byron  had  gone  to  America.  He 
was  aftonilhed  how  the  noble  Lord  dared  afTert,  againft  the 
moft  complete  evidence,  and  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  that 
the  Breft  fleet  confided  of  no  more  than  fcvcntccn  fhips 
*  of  the  line,  when  it  was  notorious  to  all  Europe,  tb^at  in  a 
very  Few  days  after  he  met  with  the  Pallas  and  Licome 
frigates,  Monf.  D'Orvilliers  was  fent  to  fea  with  thirty- 
two  fail  of  the  line.  Was  his  fquadron  fuddenly  created? 
He  prefumed  the  noble  Lord  could  be  no  fl:ranger  to  the  dif- 
ficulty, the  improbability,  he  might  add  impofEbility,  of 
fitting  out,  equipping,  and  manning  fifteen  fail  of  the 
line  within  fo  Ihort  a  period.  He  \vould,  indeed,  reft  the 
izQ,  upon  the  noble  Lord*8  own  argument,  both  the  laft 
and  the  prcfent  evening.  Says  the  noble  Lord,  thirty-five 
fhips  were  ready  for  aftual  fcrvice  in  November  1777,  and 
feven  more  in  iuch  a  ftate  of  preparation,  as  to  be  ready  to 
^  proceed  to  fea  in  a  few  days.  What  did  the  noble  Lord 
chiefly  reft  the  defence  or  the  admiralty-board  on  ?  But 
that  in  fevcn  months  after,  in  June,  we  had  forty -eight  or 
forty-nine  fhips  of  the  line,  that  had  wijhin  the  period 
been,  or  were  ready  for  fea  ;  for  out  of  that  mimbcr,  the 
crews  of  two  were  fickly,  and  of  courfe  unferviceable  at 
the  time;  the  Mars  was  condemned,  and  two  others  were 
undergoing  a  repair.  So  that,  according  to  the  noble  Lord's 
account,  lb  far  as  <:fFe&ive  operations  at  fea  were  in  qucf- 
tion,  wc  had,  in  the  courfe  of  feven  months,  been  able  to 
add  only  two  flaipstoour  number,  while  he  is  fo  generous 
as  to  fuppofe,  that  France  could  add  fifteen  in  lefs  than  a 
inojitb.  If  the  noble  Lord  really  believes  what  he  fays, 
and  looks  forjvard  to  the  deduftion  which  ^muft  immedi- 
ately prcfent  itfelf  from  the  confideration  of  fuch  premifes, 
hfi  will  furnifh  a  moft  melancholy  argument  to  prove  how 
.unequal  a  conteft  we  muft  wage  with  a  nation,  which  can 
augment  their  navy  with  fifteen  fail  of  the  line  in  a  few 
days,  while  it  was  with  the  utmoft  labour  and  induftry 
we  could  add  tkree  only  to  our  number  in  feven  months. 
3  The 
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TtcBoblc  Lord  had  afeflcd  to  pay  him  very  high  conft<« 
plimcQts;  njore,  be  was  confcious,  than  he  dcfcrvcd,  or  the 
noble  i-ord  intended ;  for  it  was  pretty  evident  to  every 
one  prefenty  that  his  Lordlhip  had  taken  fpecial  cafe  to 
blend  with  thofe  conftrained  compliments,  a  certain  por- 
liun  of  other  matter,  fuflkicnt  to  prevent  his  hearers  fron» 
miftaking  his  meaning.  He  received  his  profeffiptis  o£ 
frkndlhip  and  his  ungenerous  aiid  ill*founded  infinuations 
wiih  equal  indifFerctice  and  contcnapt.  The  enmity  and 
indireft  mifreprcfentations  which  accompanied  them,  were 
too  near  the  furface  to  pafs  undifcovcred.  He  held  both 
precifcly  almoft  in  the  fame  l!p^t,  he  dcfpifed  them  equal* 
Iv,  and  if  he  had  a  choice,  it  would  be  his  enmity  and  not 
his  friendftiip. 

He  then  proceeded  to  fpeak  to  the  motion.    He  faidy 
when  he  fat  at  the  admiralty -board  in  1765  and  1 766,  a 
plan  was  fubmitted  to  the  board,  and  finally  adopted,  to 
have  at  all  times  eighty  fhips  of  the  line  of  battle,  with  a 
proportionable  number  of  frigates,  ready  for  a&ual  fervice; 
that  is,  in  a  certain  ftate  of  equipment  ^nd  preparation^ 
which,,  in  the  language  of  the   navy,  in  times  of  peace^ 
amounted  to  the  fame  thing;    and  though  this  plan  had 
been   totally  abandoned,    and   the   fleet  had  been  almoft 
totally  annihilated  at  the  prefent  noble  Lord^s  coming  to  pre* 
fide  at  the  admiralty *board,  it  appeared   by  the  papers  fb 
ably  commented  upon  by  his  honourable  friend  who  made 
the  motion,  that  a  fleet  of  eighty  fhips  of  the  line,  might 
be  oonftri^cd  from    the  very  keel,  launched,  and  at  fhi 
at  the  dole  of  the  year  1777  ;  whereas  by  the  noble  Lord's 
own  account,  there   were  not  at    that   period,    including 
thofe  in  North  America,  Eafl  and  Wefl  Indies,  &c.  quite 
fifty.     He  might  add,  perhaps,  not  forty  fit  for  real  ^fer- 
vice.    But,  bcfides  the  deficiency  in  number,  he  was  well  ^ 
warranted  in  affirming,  that  the  ihips  were  not  in  a  good^ 
condition,    nor  fit  to  bear  long   or  difficult  fervices;  one 
great  caufe  of  which  was,  employing  them  in  cruizes,  on 
account  of  a  want  of  frigates.     He   remembered  on  a  ru- 
mour, about  five  years  fince,  relative  to  a  formidable  ar« 
mameot  then  laid  to  be  going  on  at  Toulon,  and  upon 
a  later  occafion,  ^hen  he  was  advifed  with  in  November 
1776,  he  look  occafion  both  within  and  without  that  Houfe, 
to  point  out  the  want  of  frigates.     Ncvcrthejefs,    though 
the  quarter  part  of  our  frigates  were  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Atlantic^  and  that  hepreiTed  the  neceffity  of  fpeedily 
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(uipplying  that  deficiency,  that  part  of  the  fervicc  was  to- 
tally neglefled,  our  large  ihips  were  lent  to  fca  apon 
every  trifling  occalion,  by  which,  they  were  in  a  great  mea- 
fure/  rendered  crippled  and  unferviccable.  The  expenee  of 
repairing  large  (hips  was  immenfe ;  and  what  was  worfe, 
when  wanted  for  a^al  fervice,  many  of  them  were  obliged 
to  go  into  dock  to  repair* 

He  anfwered,  what  he  termed  the  noble  Lord^s  bold 
and  confident  alTertions,  that  France  being  able  to  make 
head  againft  us  at  all  during  the  fummer  campaign,  was 
merely  owing  to  a  feries  of  good  fortune,  which  was  prov- 
ed by  a  fucceffion  of  eictpct.  For  his  part,  if  fortcme  or 
luck  took  any  fhare  in  tSe  events  of  the  campaign,  be 
thought  fhe  had  rather  declared  in  our  favour  than  in  that 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  our  luck  that  prevented  Count 
D'Eflaing,  when  he  underftood  the  fituation  of  our  naval  and 
military  force,  not  to  have  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook^  and 
taking  the  fituation  there,  afterwards  occupied  by  i^ord 
Howe,  which  he  fhould  have  done,  as  by  that  means  Lord 
Howe,  with  an  inferior  force,  muft  have  gone  for  Halifax, 
and  the  whole  commerce,  vi^uallers,  tranijx>rts,  &c*  bound 
for  New  York,  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  army  would  have  been  ftarvcd,  and  God 
only  knows  what  fatal  confequences  both  to  the  fleet  and 
army  might  have  followed.  It  was  our  lutk,  that  when  he 
found  Lord  Howe  fo  advantageoufly  ftationed,  D'Eftaing 
did  not  wait  for  Admiral  Byron's  fquadron,  which  fcattcred 
and  difabled  as  it  was,  muil  (hip  by  fliip  have  fallen  an 
cafy  prey  to  him.  It  was  our  luck,' that  he  did  not  a£t 
more  vigoroufly  on  his  arrival  at  Rhode  Ifland.  It  ijv^as 
our  luck  that  Admiral  Barrington  did  not  fall  a  facrifice  to 
D'Eftaing,  before  the  arrival  of  Mr;  Byron,  and  that  the  lame 
circumfi:anccs  accompanied  the  facility  of  defending,  and 
the  difficulty  of  attacking  an  enemy,  thus  fortunately  Ra- 
tioned. 

He  was  very  full  on  the  negleft  of  our  trade  and  fortrefles 
in  the  Mediterranean.  He  acknowledged,  that  in  the  fitu- 
ation of  aifiiirs,  it  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to 
detach  a  force  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  leave  our  coafls 
&c.  defencclefs.  He  was  confulted  on  this  fubjedl,  and 
thought  it  neither  fafe  nor  proper.  But  why  }  Becaufe  we 
could  not  fpare  a  fufficient  force  from  the  home  defence 
which  was  the  very  fubftance  of  the  motion,  that  "  The 
ftate  of  the  fleet  was  not  adequate  to  what  the  Houfe  *jn,.l 
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^  mAba  hmi  %  rig^f  to  wpeft^  from  tbe  dTemMi  ef 
mioiflnrs;  from  the  fiimt  gt^ed^  nor  to  tht  kopfMBint 
ftrVices  miaiften.  wtn  bound  to  prorkit  foir.'* 

6m  be  tret  m^  ni  ever  (heuU  diink  it  the  dntr  of 
mijlifters^  fo  ^ridt  t  fyffcsieiit  natal  force  for  tke  M^-^ 
terrsmou  lii  csfe  of  a  mptnir  wiUi  tbe  Hodfc  of  JBour^^ 
boo,  or  with  either  of  itt  brandiety  i  fqvadron  Rationed  H 
Gibraltar,  would  alwavt  pceTcnt  a  iunftioQ  between  the 
fleets  of  jp'rance  and  Spain,  in  the  Mediterranean  and  cm 
die  €oi£fts  of  the  bceari^  Natnre  had  Itemed  td  lor^i  ihii* 
as  a  barrier,  whi^h  wobld,  at  kli  tiflKt,  enable  Britain  td 
divide  their  power}  becaufe^  whether  they  attepipced  il 
pdffiige  fnMii  the  Mediterranean,  or  from  the  OceaLn,  intd 
the  latter,  either  force  mvft  be  eqnaly  or  fapiferjor  to  thtf 
Britilh  fleet;  and  the  enediy,  till  united,  though  grtatl^ 
fuperior,  mcA .  engage  upon  terms  not  at  all  Requite  ti) 
dxeir  ftreogth* 

Upon  thefe  confidenttioni  therefore,  he  thought  it  higUjr 
isctunbent  upon  this  cottRtry^  to  have  at  all  times  k  neet 
fc  ftationed  at  Gibraltar,  or  in  its  Ticinity,  as, to  pierent 
a  junftion  jb^tween  the  fleets  of  France,  in  the  fea  and  in 
die  ocean ;  and  Kkewife,  as  cireusiftances  might  rendet  it 
neceflary,  Ae  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  unit^. 

On  the  ilirholt,  he  proBonuiKed  tivs  admiralty-board  to* 
tally  negli^nt,  mifinformed^  and  ertrj  way  unequal  to  the 
adflEtinifoatioa  of  the  naval  affdrs  of  this  country. 

Mr.   MUh  f^fd,  the  fa£ts  tOLttd  on  both  fides  were  fe  ^ 
diametrically  oppofite,  that  it  wsa  ilnpioflibte  to  come  to  a 
fote  one  Way  or  other  without  hazard  of  errdr  in  joftiee^ 
paromlaxly  a  vote  of  ctofore  or  removal,  which  was  to 
afieft  an  ^bfent  perfon,  and  in  feme  reipe£ts,  all  his  Ma- 

Sjcfty's  i:;otofidential  fetvants.  The  fafts  ftated  in  the  pre* 
cedtmg  debate,  were  of  that  nature  tb  authorife  a  dircft  ne<»  • 
itive  or  affinaati?e^  becau&  there  was  evidence  before  the 
oofo,  which  &e  Hdufe  #as  competent  to  decide  upon^ 
whether  or  net  the  force  was  foch  refpeftively  at  fuch  t 
ftnoA  in  ^t  jps»n^  pf  Jooe.  I'hc  vote  now  propofed^ 
prefbnted  w  ftujt  dqgri^e  of  certainty.  It  embraced  a  va- 
riety of  ol^efte,  not  one  of  which  were  in  proof;  and  im*« 
pKed  a  ceofore  upon  nrefumed  ifts  of  ne^igence  or  cri« 
minality.  They  ini^t  be  troW  ftated|  our  force  ihigllt 
not  be  adeqoaoi  to  what  that  Jdoufe  were  led^to  ex^A 
frem  die  deeUritioiis  of  minifters,  to  the  fums"  expended^ 
nor  to  tke  inoiKnta^t  crUi^  of  affinrs^  which  moft  certainly 
Vol,  XI.  M  -  miniftera 
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minifters  were  bound  to  provide  ftr;  but  wts  there  my 
proofs  (^  thofe  different  charges,  fufficient  to  famfy  the 
confcicnccs  of  the  Honfe,  to  come  to  a  vote,  which,  if  it 
meant  any  thing,  imported  a  criminal  cenfere?  Befidcs^ 
he  had  another  motive  for  wishing  to  put  off  the  decifioa 
at  prcfcn^,  by  the  way  of  the  previous  <pieftion  ^becanfe, 
if  the  motion  ihould  receive  a  dire&  negative,  it  would 
put  an  end^  during  the  remainder  of  the  feffion,  to  die 
enauirv. 

He  nad  ftrong  reafbns  to  believe,  that  adminiftration  were 
both  negligent  and  criminally  culpable ;  but  belief  onlv  or 
loofe  opinion,  was  not  fiiiScient  to  determine  a  vote,  wnich 
implied  a  fpecies  of  condemnation,  Which  might  probably 
.  lead  to  much  more  ferious  coniequences  than  mere  rcmovah 
He  believed,  there  was  good  grounds  for  a  thorough  invc- 
fiigatioo  of  the  conduft  of  minifters,  and  that  it  called 
loudly  for  enquiry.  He  thought  they  had  been  fhamcfully 
remifs  in  duty,  and  he  trufted  a  day  would  come,,  when  they 
would  be  called  to  a  folemn  account.  But  he  hoped,  when 
that  day  arrived,  that  the  proofs  of  their  innocence  or  guiU 
would  be  made  to  appear  in  a  regular  and  (atisfaAory  manner, 
and  that  nothing^  would  be  received  upon  truft,  which 
might  operate  towards  their  condemnation  or  acquittal. 

To  avoid,  therefore,  the  extremes  equally  to  be  avoided, 
that  of  coming  to  a  precipitate  vote  of  cenfure,  without 
fuitabte  proof,  or  of  acquitul,  where  blame  he  had  reafoa 
to  believe  was  certainly  due,  he  would  move  the  pluvious 
queftion,  which  would  leave  the  matter  fubjeft  to  future 
revifion  and  examination,  and  prevent  the  queftion  from 
receiving  a  dire£t  negative,  which,  from  the  circumftaoces 
already  mentioned,  he  (hould  be  forry  to  fee  take  effeft« 
His  motion  for  the  previous  queftion  wasnotiecondcd. 
air  ffwsce  Sir  Horace  Mann  faid,  he  entertained  very  different  ideas 
JfMir.  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  The  .ho- 
nourable gentleman  faid,  that  he  had  voted  for  the  propo- 
fition  on  Wedncfday  night  (the  third)  becaufe,  that  the 
evidence  before  the  Houle,  of  the  fafts  ftated,  were  fo  well 
proved  to  his  fatisfaf^ion,  as  to  jufttfy  his  vote ;  but,  that 
there  being  no  evidence  of  the  vote  prq>ofed*,by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  made  the  -  prefent  motion,  he  muft 
withhold  his  aflcnt.  Now,  for  my  part,  the  ground  of 
the  gentleman^s  diffent  and  alfent  hare,  ftruck  me  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner ;  for  though  I  voted  againft  the  motion  of 
>Vcdncfday  night,  I  find  myfdf  bound  to  give  my  full 
.1  ...  ..lafliiU 
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aflcot  .,tb.  that  now  moved.  '  It  contains  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  as  well  known  without  this  Houfe  as  within; 
as  well  known  to  all  Europe,  I  am,  forry  to  fay  it,  t&  to 
the  BritifK  Parliament,  ft  talks  of  the  expectations  of 
the  ^Parliament  and. nation  upon  the  sflurances  of  mini- 
fters.  Is  there,  a  man  in  this  Houfe,  who  doubts  fu'ch  af-  . 
furanccs  were  repeatedly  giv^n  ?  But  fuppofing  there  had 
not  one  been  given,  does  that  exonerate  minifters  from 
their  duty  a^d  rcfpQnfibility  ?  Would  it  be  an  apology  for 
them  to  plead,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  a  performance 
of  their  trufts,  or  to  attend  all  in  their,  power  to  the  pre- 
fervatioA  of  die  ftate,  hecaufe  they  had  not  adided  verbal 
promifes  to  more  folemn  engagements  ?  It  is  .abfurd  to . 
fpend  a  iingle  confideration  on  this  part  of  the  fubjcd, 
diough  I  have  perceived*  that  the  noble  Lprd  who  fjppke  on 
the  odier  fide^  laboured  this  circomftance,  as  if  the  juliin- 
cation  of  minifters  folely  refted  upon  it. 

But  the  real  fubjeCt  matter  of  this  debate  depends  upoa 
fomething  more  than  vague  promifes  or  loofe  afTertions^ 
made  in  either  this  Houfe  or  the  other.  What  have  been 
the  fums  granted  ?  Y^hat  has  been  our  ftate  of  preparation  ? 
Has  our  navy  been  adequate  to  the  fervices  minifter?,  from  . 
their  public  refponfibility,  were  bound  to  provide  ifor  ?- 
Here  lies  the  true  iflue ;  what  minifters  have  done,  not  what 
they  promifed ;  what  they  were  bound  to  perform,  not 
what  they  faid  they  would  do.  -  I  fay  no.  I  appeal  to  the 
feelings  and  conviftioA  of  every  independent  man,,  on  every 
fide  of  the.  Houfe.  I  appeal  to  the  nation  ;  I  might,  with* 
out  being  juftly  charged  with  abfurdity,  extend  the  appeal 
beyond  uiis  iiland,  and  appeal  to  all  Europe. 

1  would  recommend  to  gentlemen  to  confider  our  rela« 
tive  fituation,  in  refpeA  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  I  would 
have  them  refleff  on  the  rank  we  hold  among  nations  of  the 
firft  clafs,  if  not  the  firft  ourfelves,  within  that  defcription  ; 
confcffing  or  yielding  to  none  as  our  fuperior.  I  would  wifli 
them  to  confider.  what  has  been  and  is  looked  upon  to 
be  the  fource  of  our  power  and  greatnefs  :  our  trade  and 
coramcrc^,  the  confequent  number  of  our  feamen,  and 
our  nkval  ftiperiority,  which  all  in'feparably  give  us  richet 
and  power,  and  every  thing  derived  from  an  extenfive 
commerce,  numerous  dependencies,  and  tranfmarine  domi* 
nion^;  and  the  means  of  retaining  and  protefting  them. 
Stripusof  our  marine  pre-eminence,  and  where  muft  we 
find  ourfelves  ?   Not  among   the   firft  powers  of  Europe, 
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Cir  from  ^.  Um7  ^W^i^  f x<^  ^^  indnie^J  >»  extent  of 
dominion*  ot)iers  in  native  produce^  and  perhaps  maniibc' 
^ijrc^.  ^f  therefore,  w€  fcould  ever  even  coipc  to  ao  equalltjf 
upoii  qur  proper  «l?m?o^  with  ^ny  other  pow^,  our  impor- 
tance muft  go  i  every  (i^in^  we  poflefs  out  of  diis  ifiand 
will  h^  be  held  by  a  very  pr^(:arbus  tenure,  and  oijr  ioAuence 
^d  c^nfeauence  aniQng  qieareat  powers  of  Europe  muftdc- 
l^t  with  the  caufe  which  chiefly  created  it. 

X  do  not  (peak  frpm  ip^re  fpeculatiQu.  I  ytns  on  the  coqti- 
oent,  during  the  fuinmer  pavu  campaign,  and  at  Vifaoa  what 
the  accqUnf  of  the  engu;e(n^nt  pf  the  iyih  of  July  reached 
that  capita^  t  happeiyed  to  bf  at  a  court  ejctremely  well  m- 
clln^  towards  (he  jnterefts  of  this  countrv,  which  they  hive 
prQve4  to  n>y  own  knowledge,  in  fevera]  fnftances,  and  that 
on  ot;cafioi\s  too,  in  which  ftrone  icmptatioas  had  been 
thcoyt^n  out,  i|i  order  to  warp  that  diipofttioA  to  our  prejudice. 
One  in  particular^  while  I  was  there,  relatiirc  to  propofitions 
made  by  one  of  the  Congrefs  delegates,  rehifive  to  the  open- 
ifl|  a^  tn|de  between  our  fubjeAs  in  Amepica,  ami  the  Emprefs 
Queen's  dominions  in  the  Netherlands,  n^bieh  wits  treiotd 
Hfith  that  indifiWenoe  and  centompt,  I  hope  fuch  propo&lion 
Will  ever  meet  ^th,  when  made  by  rebellious  Aibje^,  rofift« 
'  iog  the  conftitvtion  and  government,  to  which  th^  are  bound 
by  e^ry  tie  ef  gratitude  and  obedience. 

I  menlioR  this  circumftance,  at  wel)  to  point  out  the  difpo- 
fillon  of  the  eourt  where  I  was,  when  an'  account  of  (be  af- 
hh  of  the  $7lh  of  Jvly  reached  me,  as  to  fliew  that  the 
idlings  enptefled  on  the  <Kcafion  by  that  Court,  were  the  ge- 
nuine* offf^ing  of  amky  and  good  will,  and  apply  direfijy  n» 
the  fflhjed  of  the  prefent  debate. 

What  was  the  impreflioa  that  n^urrative  gude  ?  The  Court 
Af  Vienna  heard  it  with  aftonifliment.  Their  fentiments  ac- 
coriM  exadly  with  theft  ideas  I  have  Anted.  They  imagined 
Oieat  Britain  lords  paramount  of  the  oce»n»  and  iiivm}lbie  at 
fea ;  and  they  looked  upon  an  undecided  eon^,  fw  drawn 
batde,  of  fuch  evil  confequeneet  to  Qreat  Britain,  as  to  its 
q<{eaa»  as  to  be  little  flaort  ef  «Att«i  defM  i  and  did  n^t  befi- 
fHfe  10  dodarr,  that  if  once  ^e  empire  pf  the  tf!s:p9m  camt  to 
bo  (eriottfly  difputed  br  Fr^nqf^^or  aoy  ^ther  Mtion,  Britain 
wqvld  ftiorfly  be  difip^M  9f  hef  p^wer  and  gmtpefs,  wht^h 
ipuft  d^reMf  ifl  prpp«ii:tiOQ4s  har^iav^l  giqry  grew  Iqfii  fplen- 
did,  prJJ^  ptrmitted  «  rivaJt  to  (hare  it  wi^  ber. 

Theftv  $ir,  with  (he  npwi^y  of  tba  faSts  on  which  the 
jpKH»tiqo  is  fuppprted,  are  my  If  Afqnf  for  giving  my  hearty  af- 
4r«^ivf  ^ih  I  Mve  fqrbqme  qMWg  into  dM^l,  k^mk 
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Itd^Aewkdkmaorriuiftprdciitsitfidf  to  0ie»  «p4  ^  ft 
h9sft<Nt  41  Sarppe.  MinSftfn  htvt?  been  to  blaoip  tp  tnift* 
toaiitfiniBty ;  tlic  Mfidi^ranon  Ibould  be  prQvided  for.  in 
tbttQioitof  the  raptipo  i  therefpr?  t  (ball  conclude  with  (gjp- 
if^'l^tb^  flpet  of  fhis  country  wu  fiQt  adequate  the  m»  * 

poftm^  Icnrioes  his  Majeftj*s  oiinifters  were  ^iind  to  pro* 

3tfi«  Teti^k  X^^trdl^  faid^  that  although,  aftct  the  for-  Km.  Tm. 
Wrt  1^  l|ad  takeii  in  pavy  matters  for  feveral  fcffiohs^***'^ 

^  ^9>^t  bee^pe(^ed  he  would  rirc  to  trouble  gtritlemen 
^^^  ^  ^>^n^  of  (inie  on  the  very  comprehenfivc  and  ma<^ 
^  ion  now  introduced,  yet  he  op  alloccafioQtdiilikcj 
upon  ffcli  rptd€^»9  where  fibres  and  dry  cpatters 
of  hfi  were  nccdtaqr^  ftpd  which  the  tetnper  of  that  Hc^c 
C0n|4  mrftx  rerilh,  r^^cially  wUq  fpcb  4t4l  work  lAterfcre4 
wi^  ^  ipore  captivating  powqrs  of  oratory — with  flori4 
de^|yi^i^i;^r ^'With  P^Qnaf  ip«<^ndoi  ;iQd  (arcafins,  or  tbl^i 
jpcmlv  fi^y^  for  WAich  Ae  noble  Lord  in  the  blpe  ribboa 
is^  litKpps  IP  a  fuU  Hpufe«  and  W  days  of  the  mo&ibieQm 
a^e^^ynport* 

06  4w^t  t|i9  faireft  wsiy  tp  diicafs  this  byfiocfif  whidi 
<=^r^JllIr  ^eiKN  tp  criminate  thefirft  Lprd  pf  the  Admimlty 
w^  19  cpnii4«r  of  tt$  oies^ps  Ui»t  h9>rf  Ima  pvt  iq  tb9t  OQ^  . 
hie.  liA^i  bands  for  inaMiti^nin|[  and  improviiig  the  neyy^ 
ui4  to  ip(  1^  tMe  Qinns  1^V9  b^eo  amcd ;  compfrutf 
his  saiipageinf  nt  with  th^t  of  bis  predcceflpra  in  office,  an^ 
<^o>99ein<^  ^  M*  official  decUr^tiona  in  tlie  (ace  of  thek- 
giiU^pi^  9|id  the  Pitipn  with  the  aftnal  ftate  9od  condition 
of  die  rojral  fleet.  Lord  HawKe  prefid^  u  the  admi|tity- 
bpent. goring  tb^  ye^rs  I767>  i?^!,  I7^  >77o:  the  naval 
grsmte  pf  perliam^t  in  ^  time  for  the  Pfaee^eftablifhment 
qmia  aopnaHy  to  aboat  1»5SC^P0qU  m  the  e^eedingt  on 
4ke  df btV  tlie  p^vy,  ^xdwvely  of  the  inteteft  vciispnUt* 
ipg^i^^piW  <ii4  not  imovpi,  cmmmhs  4pmsy  to  fortr  tbon* 
iand  pwnb.  The  I«ft  year  of  l^prd  Hawke'a  mvalnlau* 
niftiattpp  waa  indeed  more  expeo^ve;  Ipr  jn  Sq^tember 
t779»  ppparanpos  were  made  for  a  war  with  Spainj  nnd  by 
the  cod  of  December  it  appears,  froin  die  nary4nnrd  ac« 
oooaea,  thei«  wem^  i3>ooo  iMn miM  OMre-^biin  bed  beeft 
provided  for  by  parliament,  befides  an  extraordinary  exertipja 
in  eqnipping  very  nup^eronafi]uadrons  of  capital  Ihips  to  be  in 
nsM^  for  a^Ipn  if  rcouifite.  At  the  bmnniK  of  Ja« 
nmrr  mi^  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  fycceededXiOnji  Hawkes 
be  foW  a8,ooo  leaaen  and  maiinei,  and  ei^t/^opi  ttl  et 
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tic  \ine  <Tf  battle,  which  only  waited-  to  receive  their  \j:ar- 
cprtiplcmcnts,  and  to  be  compleatcd  with  thofc  naval  ftores, 
df  Which  there  was  plenty  in  the  feveral  Hock-yards.   ATort- 
^  night  after  Lord  Sandwich  took  his  feat  at  the  admiralry,  the 

convention  to  reftore  peace  between  Great-Britain  and  opain 
was  figned  in  London  by  Prince  Mafarano  and  Lord  Roch-^ 
,  ford^  which  rendered  it  expedient  to  reduce  our  n^val  charges,' 
\  and  to  difmantle  the  greater  number  of  our" men  of  war  thea 
in  commiflion.  However,  as  46,ocx)  mcQ,>t  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding 4I.  per  month  each  man,  had  b^n  ^votcd  by  Par- 
liament the  preceding  Novcniber,  neither  the  admiralty. 
hot  the  trcafury' judged  it  neceffary  to  befpairingof  ex- 
pence;*  fp  that  in  the  firft  year  of  the  noble  Earl's  naval 

foternment,  there  was  iflued  for  the  ndvy  from  the  treafiiry-' 
oard  no  lefs  a  fum  tlian  l,S8o,oobl.  and  tipward^j  over  and 
above  200,000!.  given  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  that 
year  to  difcharge  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt.  'And  the  ftatc 
if 'the'navy  debt  on  the  journals  for  the  years  1776  and  177 1 
'  prove,  that  no  part  of  tliat  enormous  fum  went  towards  the 
debt  contrafted  under  Lord  Hawke  in  the^'ycar^  ^ll^r  ^^'^^^ 
a!lQW,  that  about  ioo,oool.  was  at  that  time  expended  in  rc- 
plertiflling  the  feveral  ftore-houfes  confiimed  by  the  fire  at 
Portfmouth ;  after  which,  the  docks,  the  magazines,  and  flaip- 
pihgi  we'rt  perhaps  altogether  in  a  far  better  ftate  thj\h  at 
any  former  aera  of  our  naval  hiftory.  During  the  years 
1772,  1773,  and  1774,  which  were  prior  to  the  Amierican 
difturbartces,  the  fuppfics  of  Parliament  for  the  navy 'were 
hrgej^  beyond  any  precedent  of  peace  eftablifhment ;  the 
debts  contrafted Were  at  the  faj^e  time  bej'oncl  all  bounds; 
ror  a  proof  of  which  NTr.  Lutterell  faid,  he  wHhed  gentlemen 
to  look  at  the  debt  tf  the  navy  on  the  journals  as  it  ftood  De- 
cember 1772.  Mr.  taflterell  then  fald,  that  he  Ihould  not 
enter  fiiuch  upon  the  extra-charges  of  the  navy  fincc  the 
commencement  of  the  civil  war  with  America,  becaufe  he 
(Toulcfnot  do  it  with  the  fame  prcciGon,  nor  comparative  cfti- 
iriate;-  He  iritght  be  totd  (and  perhaps  juftly)  that  this  war 
was  of^aiii unprecedented  nature,"  and  attended  with  charges 


*Si~im 


*  It  appears  by  the  jourjials,  that  Lord  North  i£ued  upwards  of  five 
pduAds  per  head  a  moDth,  (o  the  admiralty,  for  paying  the  ieamen 
thtfyear,  tfir^ugh.the  vote  of.  Parliament  fays  «*  afum  riot  cxceed- 
iag  ^\i^  pif  month 'be  granted' t**  this  ftep  of  the  tieafury  ii  without 
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w^ki*  mm/r  conU  occiiif  htSoni  ud  for  bis  part  lie  h'ad^aU 
ways  fobfciibed  to  that  old  Adage,,  that  ^'  war  is  at  all  time9 
a  iqoiidef  pf  fu<$h  aa  appetite,  that  *tu  impofSble  to.gucfs 
what  he  ipay  devour*''  However,  no  perfon  will  he  bold 
enough  to  deny,  that  Parliament  has  implicitly  granted  what- 
ever iBooies  have  been  alkod  by  minifters  .  for  the  fervice  of 
the  navy  ;  but.  Sir,  has  it  bden  faithfully  applied  to  the  pfes 
for  whkh  it  was  allowed,?  Certainly  not,  Immenfe  eftimates 
have  been  given  in  and  voted  for  repairii^ihips  year  after 
year,  to  the  amount  of  ibme  hundred  ihoufand  pounds,  whidi 
i]up%  have  never  beeiv  touched ;  the  I^ero,  the  Dragon,  the 
Arrogant,  and  others,  which  we  have  fo  often  been  told  were 
ID  forwardnefs,  and  nearly  iinifhed,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
official  allcrtion  we  fupplied  ftiU  further  fums,  are  not  one 
of  them,  even  at  this.day,  fit  for  fervice,  nor  has  the  xboney 
been  laid  o«ft  on  thehi,  nor  any  one  of  them. 

The  oi)ly  article  in  the^navy^n>dg;ezinos  that  has  been  confi-r 
dcrably  added  to  by  the  prefent  minifters,  is  the  article  of  fo* 
reign^timber^  to  contrads  for  which  they  have  been  fufficiently 
kvilh;  but,  S;r,^it  is'  to  the  deftru£^ion  and  not  the  preferva* 
tiqn  of  your  navy  that  foreign- timber  has  been  int/oduced 
preferably  to  our  Britifli  oak ;  fucb  contra£b  may  indeed 
enrich  a.  few  individuals  here,  and  may  enrich  the  towns  of 
Breoaei^.BLoftock,  or  Stettin ;  but  the  wood  is  of  a  bad  qua* 
lity,  aad  ought  not  to  be  ufed  at  all.  firitifli  timber  might 
bave  b^n  obtained^  and  the  proper  methods  of  feafoning  and 
prderving  of  it  been  thoroughly  known,  if  due  attention  ha4 
been  paid  to  fo  efle^ual  an  objeA,  ' 

As  the  noMe  Lord,  who  is  peculiarly  an  objcft  of  our  con- 
iideratiop  today,  was  pleafed,  in  another  place,  to  comment 
upon  certainaipiments  ufed  by  me  in  this  Houfe  during  a  for« 
mer  na^  debate,  I  m^y^  be  allowed  to  offer  a  few  oUervations 
upon  his  reafoniftff.  HisLordibipt^^ij^^^iA'^^hatthe  navy-i 
cxpeiKUtiire  is  at.^is  day  pretty  nearly  the  fame  as  in  former 
times,  fo  far  back  (f»ys  he)  as  the  Protefiorate  in  1651.. 
Now,  Sir,  what  refemblance  may  be  found  between  the  navy-  . 
cilimates  of  diat  sn»  and  thofe  of  the  prefent,  I  am  at  a  lois 
to  diicover.  The  .pay  of  your  feamen,  which  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  ProteAorate  was  from  thirteen  (faiUings  to  fiac* 
teen  fhillings  per  man,  is  now  higher  by  onethird.  The 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  of  the  fervice,  which  in  1779 
amounts  to  iiear  a  million  fterling,  came  exaftly  to  the  fum 
of  20,CXX>1.  and  the  noble  Lord  who  breaks  up  the  King's 
Qi'ips  by  fcores,  at  his  own  pleafure  merely,  who  fells  them 
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iA«ii  tod  for  whzt  fumt  %%  flMifti}  ittMr  tii  AA  re-- 
pimk:tfiog  diem  at  aiMfe  doidble  tlMb  ^rfM  dl^  #fM  foM 
for;  I  [  sly,  di«  noblb  Ufrd  mij^t  hife  ItfiMf^  ftM  ilf  tht 
tioie  of  <he  Proteaonte,  fte  GdmiAoiM  dMfidiSMl  ill  Mtt^ 
auttse  oil  the  piopriety  of  bMiking  q)[>  t  Hagle  mftli  tf  1MI» 

5 the  Dreadnought^  aM  whefi  the  CotnoMfRt  had  ^pf^ted  dl 
beir  Te|>ort,  the  j  lent  m  th«  other  Ro«fe  for  ki  ^oHoitttilnce. 
A  certiun  naval  liiinifter  in  this  Houft  [Mr.  SUU^  »eafuret 
of  the  navy]  i«  contioaaUy  reftttiilg'  %t  to  ezampk»  of  a  ra« 
.  tber  bter  date,  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  Kil^  Wil<^ 
1km ;  lee  lit  fee  if  cither  of  thofe  will  ttartaitt  the  prefent 
'  miftoiidita.  The  ibrlnef  of  the  two  was  iikdeed  fufictentljr 
corrupt  and  prodigal,  dnrii^  the  fitft  Dmdl  war :  nfkxn  an 
enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nary,  tberi  watt  difeovered  n  con* 
fiderable  wafte  of  the  public  monies,  the  tMifufer  of  tbt  na- 
vy's account  ill  kept,  tod  many  {tUM  ptid  into  hia  kanda 
touUy  onnotibed.  He  was  poniflied  aoeotdiiigly,  •  In  the 
iecoifd  yint  againft  die  republit  of  Holland,  onr  maritiaie  af^^ 
falfs  weit  ftilt  worfe  ccndufted,  under  die  gotemment  df  thtf 
Hagttioos  ftt  of  minifters  called  the  Cabal,  who  pi^taildd 
iq)on  dim  fevereign  to  fob  die  Exchequer,  and  to  ful^efMl^ 
w  tirtue  of  his  regal  amhdrity^  the  operation  of  th  a€t  ttf 
TaAiamentfor  die  better  tigulMing  aild  manning  die  M]rii 
fleet.  But  the  miniftefs  who  compoftd  that  Cabsl  at  hMgdl 
met  with  dieir  deferts,  and  dieir  impeaehmevits  npoii  y#iir 
jbumall  mighl  well  be  held  up  in  ktm-M  to  thofe  who  tfiow 
dosupy  theft  ]daces  in  the  ftate,  attd*«Hio  a{(proidi  tA  **  mM 
nearly,  if  not  altogether,**  t6  their  mdiCuft  6f  guSt^  Hcw* 
ever,  King  Charles  It.  at  tenglh  owMd  his  fitult»,  and 
in  a  fpeeeh  to  his  Farliament  ufed  thefe  wtlids,  ^^  I  hate  fioe 
been  as  good  a^  hufband  of  ffiv  people*^  money  as  I  oiigkt  to 
have  been,  nor  as  |  am  r^Toked  to  be  in  fttvtt.**  Th6 
Ho^fe  of  Commons  dturitig  die  ilsmliifiiler  of  kH  tAfbf  Mok 
c^re  that  the  money  for  die  tfity  flfould  te  tppliM  w  the 
fpecific  purpofes  for  whieb  it  Was  granted,  uAdvr  fetere  per 
nsdties,  afcertaintng  the  rates  of  (hips  of  war  tofe^  boilc  fot 
die  loy ai-navy,  with  theif  tonnM^e,  add  frki  w  bb  given  per 
ten,  fee.  In  proof  of  diis  ti/ft^  LuCtleU  fsfcrled  til  the  navf 
grant*  for  1675,  and  |6y6. 

f  Lotd  Sandwiches  fpeedh  in  the  Houfe  of  Lortis  thiy  feiBeO. 
%  Brilliant  higat^. 

And 
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.  And  here  he  took  occa&>n  to  (hew,  that  many  ahicies  ia 
ihip'buikiiQg,  fboring,  ica  ought  to  he  cheaper  to  the  public 
in  thefe  days,  than  they  were  a  century  ago  ;  but  estpiained 
to  tfae  Hoofe  that  he  meadt  before  the  lofs  of  our  American 
colonies,  which  ufed  to  fupply  us  with  tar^  turpentine, 
mafts,  &c.  He  then  took  a  Inort  view  of  the  navy,  during 
the  reigns  of  King  William,  Qjieen  Anne,  and  George  L  - 
proving  that  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  had  held  it  their  in' 
difpenfible  duty,  from  time  to  t;ime,  to  in^ft  ftriftly  the 
navy  accounts,  correA  mifmanagement|  puniih  delinquents, 
as  in  die  years  1 7 1  o,  and  1 7 1 1 ,  and  obtain  from  the  crown  di-» 
itdioBt  for  theadmiraltv-board  to  Retrench  the  navy-chafges^ 
(as  in  tbeyeari699,  aw  1700,  under  Sir  Geoi^  Rook.)  He 
tiien  de£red  the  Clerk  to  read  the  fpeech  of  Kmg  Georae  L 
Odober  19^  1 721,  in  which  the  King  complains  of  the  weight 
of  the  navy^debt  as  a  iignal  detriment  to  his  government^ 
and  to  the  public  credit ;  vet  the  navy^debt^  which  is  now 
five  millions  and  upwards,  and  whicli  will,  eight  months 
hence,,  amount  to  at  leaft  icven  millions,  was  thc|i  but 
iy706,OOoU  and  when  Sir  Tdfeph  Jekyll  (a  moft  refpeftahle^ 
charader  in  his  day )  moved  for  an  eXa£t  account  of  this  debt 
to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  he  was  feconded  by  the  mini-* 
ftcr  himfelf  [Sir  Itobert  Walpole]  who  agreed  that  Parlia- 
ment could  not  juftify  it  to  themfelves  nor  to  their  confti<* 
tuents,  to  give  away  the  public  money  blindfold ;/ but  he 
begged  leave  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  of  i,700,oC)oL  no  leis 
than  i,ioo,OOOl.  bad  been  incurred  during  the  late  rei^, 
and  the  6oo,oooL  in  addition^  which  had  been  accumulatmg 
everfince  17 14,  to  that  time,  being  feven  years,  Was  chiefly 
occafioned  by  a  greater  number  of  feamen  having  been  em** 
plojred  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltic^  during  the  war  with 
Spain  and  Sweden,  than  had  been  provided  for  by  Parlia'» 
meat  at4l.  per  month  fachm^n,  and  the  remainder  accrued 
from  the  intereft  on  navy  and.  vifiualling  bills  ;  but  he  pledg* 
ed  himi^f  to  the  Houfe  that  not  a  {hilling  had  been  advanced 
for  the  navy^  but  what  had  been  expre£ily  approved  of^  and 
found  hcccflary  by  the  Houfe« 

Mr.  Luttrell  dwelt  upon  this  point,  which,  he  faid  hap- 
pened at  a  time  that  the  prcienttreafurer  of  the  navy  was  (he 
believed)  in  Parliament,  in  order  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that 
with  due  oeconoihy,  the  4].  per  month  each  man  was,  ia 
time  of  peace,  almoft,  if  not  entirely,  fufficient  for  the  |>ur'» 
pofes  of  the  grant.  He  next  took  a  view  of  the  lace  reign^ 
and  plainly  demonfbated.    diat  enquiries  werCf  from  le^ 

Vou  XI.  N  &>n    ' 
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.  fioo  to  fdCon,  had  in  the  Hoiire  of  Coiifimons,  as  to  die  ap- 
piicition  of  the  moniet  allowed  for  the  royal  fleet,  and  lilh 
cbnftahtly  demanded  and  granted  (fo  dimimdy  from  the 
modem  ]k>lic]r  *nd  projeQ«  of  minifters)  of  lite  ihips  a6hi- 
ally  in  comipiffion,  with  their  number  of  mtfn  fctjwftivcly, 
f^ation*,  Src.  which  being  produced  to  the  Houft  in  the  fobfc- 
quent  ycar«,  could  give  no  infomatfon  to  ther  enemy  within 
the  pofflbility  of  milchief*  He  ihftanccd  the  years  1740, 
1741,  and'  1742,  pafticulariy  two  orders  of  the  Houfc  of 
Cfommons  in  1741,  which  waft  in  the  midft  of  a  foreign  war. 
But  befbre  he  contludcd  he  would  indulge  the  honourable 
member  who  fpoke  on  the  nary  bufineft'a  Tew  rtight*  ago 
[Lord  Mulgrarc]  with  a  comparative  view  of  the  navy  in  the 
y«irs  1759  and  1778^  which  the  noWc  Lord  had  only  (Kghtly 
touched  upon*  For  in  1759  (the  moft  glorious  period  of  the 
mott  prions  maritime  war  this  country  was  ever  engaged 
in)  60^000  fcamea  and  marines  were  voted  In  -Parlitmcnt ; 
the  numbers  afjbuaUy  rmifed,  as  we  find  by  the  book  on^  vour 
table,  were  80,000  at  a  medium.  We  had  fixty-five  fiic  of 
the  Uire  of  battle  in  the  feveral  fquadronft  of  North  America, 
Uteaica  (under  Admiral  G6tes)  ;  Leewatd  Iflands  funder 
Uommodore Moore)  ;  Eaft^Indies  (Sir  George  Pbcock)  ;  the 
Mediterranean  ^Admiral  Bofcawen);  and  upon  cruifes  or 
cenToya ;  we  had^  befides  that  number  a\>road,  twenty-fevcn 
fail  ct  the  line  at  home ;  in  all,  in  June,  1759,  in  eommif- 
fkm  and  adualty  At  fdr  iea,  ninety-two  men  of  war  of  the 
line,^  beiidet  ftore  fhipa  and  hofpital  fhipsj  twenty^three  fbips 
of  50  gvns,  fifty-four  frigates  of  32  guns  and  upwards,  and 
forty-two  fixth -rate*.     In  June  1778,  we  had  Oft  fbreignfta- 

.  tioni^  twienty-fcven  of  the  Itne  (including  Byron's  fouadron) 
ani  at  homie  twenty*two  of  the  line,  e^eetmve  of  Itbrelhips 
and  bcTipital  (hips,  in  commiflion,  and  a^luaHy  employed ; 
about  tfaarty  frigates  of  }2  guns  and  upwards,  fourteen  ihtps 
pf  5^  g^n»j  and  forty  fixth-rates.  The  grants  for  the  navy  in 
1759  ^^^  abottc  3^700,0001.  and  the  debt  in  addition  was 
1^624,0001.  the  gt^ntB  for  the  navy  in  177^  were  abbut 
4,ico,oool.  *  and  the  debt  in  addition  is  i,7l54,oooL  fo  Aat 
die  navy  lail  year  cibft  above  half  a  mittton  fterling  more 
than  in  die  ve^r  1759 ;  and  it  t«  to  be  retanemberecf,  that,  ac-' 
carding  to  ue  ttturns  of  the  navy-ofike,  there  were  aboot 

■   ■■II  "  ,.        I.  .  k      '" 

*  See  the  erAnify  and  extraotdfararj^  of  the  navy,  fbr  the  years 

4.  4*  f^ 
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tfB  tboufaod  mca  in  pay  in  tbe  jc^r  17^9  mor<:  thm  itt 
1778.  In  1759  your  74  gun  ^^P*  were  allowed  650  meo^ 
and  now  their  ei^^ibliihQaent  is  lowered  to  600  men.     ■ 

Mr.Luttrell conclyded  with  fhewing,  in  oppofition  tmh^t^ 
Mujgravc's  ftatc  pf  the  two  fleets  on  tjie  a7tli  of  July  laftji 
that  the  French  fleet,  notwithftanding  our  fuperior  numbei^ 
of  three^deckfd  fhips,  was  in  fa£k  as  l^rong  as  that  under 
Admiral  KeppeU  lie  likewife  made  foxpe  animadverfioni 
upon  Sir  Richard  Worfley's  aflumii^  the  cbarader  pf  an  in* 
dependent  country  ^ntleman.  |  &£bre,  be  fat  down^  hff 
&verely  cenfured  admlniftration  iq  having  cpatraAed  for  a4 
lod  28-gun  ihips  thefe  four  or  five  years  laft  paft,  and  no( 
baviag  provided  the  larger  frigates  of  32  and  36  guns,  which 
were  the  moft  ufeful  in  a  Frcndi  and  Spanifh  war, :  he  obferv* 
(d,  that  o|iIy  one  frigate  of  that  defcription  is  to  be  launched  ' 
in  the  courle  of  the  current  year;  and  he  exhibited^  in  very 
alanniQig  colours,  the  prefent  condition  of  our  fifth  and  fixdif 
rate  ihips,  deficiency  of  naval  ftores,  mafts,  &c«i 

Sir  Rubard  Worjley  togk  notice,  that  the  honourable  gen-  sir  jtkUri 
deman  who  made  th^  motion,  had  alluded  par|icularly  to  #  T«»^. 
defcription  of  men  in  diat  Houfe,  among  whom  he  wifbed  to 
raok  hio^lf;  and  whom  the  honouraUe  gentleman  bad  dc<» 
(bribed  aa  coming  down  to  the  Houfe  that  day,  to  give  their  - 
f&pport  tp  the  niinifter.  The  honourable  gentleman  fiui^ 
he  took  an-6ppQrtunity  of  remipding  the  country  gentlemen^ 
how  mimfters  had  deceived  them  \  how  tbey  bad  promifed  a{i 
American  revenue  and  unconditional  fiibmiffion;  but  that  iqr 
fiead  of  performing  their  engagements,  bad  relinquifhed  the 
moft  (Sftant  thoughts  of  either.  He  could  anfwer  ifpr  oni^ 
and  doobted  not  bat  it  vvas  tibe  cafe  of  numbers  of  gentlemea 
prefcnt ;  tfiat  he  recoUeAed  every  one  material  mealuri^  tb^t 
was  propo(M»  the  oircumftances  which  n^e  them  needwry, 
or  accompanied  them  ;  and  he  could  fafely  lay  his  hand  upop 
hiikeart  and  afiirm,  that  he  never  gave  a  vote  upon  any  QO^ 
of  diofe  moafiires,  that  he  repented  of ;  or  that  he  would  ^ot 
tspeat^  n^dw  £iii^lar  circumftances. 

Mr.  Qremnlk  iaid,  as  to  the  main  faft  on  which  thcmo^  Mr  Grm* 
tieo  turned,  that  of  the  oo^iparative  ftates  of  our  navy,  in  ^^ 
diey^ars  17J6  and  1778,  he  had  an  authentic  papfr  in  h^i 
hand,  which  he  believed  would  appear  decifive  tp  the  Houft. 


f  Clerk  of  th»  Boandt  ef  GxBea  Cloili,  with  a  ftbry  of  iqool. 
iwannuau  . 
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It  wat  eopied  from  the  papers  of  an  honoured  and  inoft  dear     j 
relatiofi  ffuppofed  to  mean  cither  hu  father  George  Gtcn- 
vilkl  or  Lord  Tctnple  his  uncle,  who  was  in  1756  firft  Lord 
of  the  admiralty.]    The  faft  was,  that  theBhiiih  nary  coo- 
iifted  of  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  (hips  of  the  line, 
and  an  hundred  and  ^ty  frigates,   in  the  year   1756;   of 
which  eighty-nine  of  the  line,   with  one  hundred  and  two 
frigates  were  aftually  fit  for  fervice  ;   ifixty  of  the  line  de- 
tached in  iquadrons,    convoys,    ftations,    &c.   and  the  re- 
mainder retained  for  home  defence.     He  faid,  be  the  cfteft 
of  the  prefent  motion  what  it  might,    he  was  determined  to 
remain  in  his  prefent  fituation.     He  was  convinced  a  change 
of  measures,  and  of  courfe  of  men,  was;  become  neceflary  ; 
he  would  not  take  a  place  under  the  prefent  adminiftratlon^ 
iior  under  whoever  might  be  called  by  the  voice  of  the  nation 
to  fucceed  them ;  but  he  could  not  avoid  giving  his  public 
teftimony  that  he   thought  the  prefent  miniftcrs  were  nq 
longer  deferving  of  national  confidence. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft,  had  faid,  he 
gave  his  confidence  to  adminiftration.  He  could  fay  the  fame, 
flhe  honourable  gentleman  had  voted  in  fupport  of  admini- 
fhrarioR  ;  {o  had  he.  Xhe  honourable  gentleman  dill  gave 
them  his  confidence  and  fupport,  he  never  repented  of  a 
vote  he  gave  them,  nor  had  given  one,  that  he  would  not 
again  repeat.  The  honourable  gentleman  declared  hirofclf  a 
country  gentleinan.  He  hoped  both  from  his  independent 
views  and  particular  fituation,  he  had  a  claim  to  be  enrolled 
in  that  clafs ;  but  whatever  fimilarity  there  might  fubfift  in 
other  refpefts,  their  prefent  fentimenrs  very  widcl}^  differed. 
He  was  now  convinced,  that  the  meafures  refpe^ing  Amc- 
lica  were  wrong  at  the  putfet ;  that  they  were  worfe  con- 
du£ted,  that  idftead  of  refting  ihe  claims  of  this  country 
over  her  colonies,  on  grounds  truly  conflitutional;  we  had 
fet  up  demands,  which  if  attended  with  fucceffcs,  muft  have 
terminated  in  tyranny  and  oppreffion.  That  indead  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  firft  complaints,  by  adopring  meafures  of 
perfnafion,  and  of  a  lenient  nature,  we  increaled  the  public 
difcontents,  and  instated  ^nd  inflamed;  that  when  thing^ 
arofe  afterwards  to  the  alarming  height  they  did,  w6  fed  the 
difeafe  by  weak  and  irrefplutc  rneafures,.  inftead  of  aftiog 
yrifh  vigour;  and  that  finally,  when  we  rcfolved  to  adopt  a 
fcondu£t,  which  if  proper  or  neceffary  at  all,  ihould  have 
*faken  place  mvich  earlier,  we  found  ourfelv«s  totally  made- 
ijuafe  to  the  talk,  and  were  afterwards  compelled  to  fue 
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for  terms,  and  tbofe  too  of  the  nioft  humiliating  and  difv 
graceful  nature,  which,  conlidcring  the  time  tiiey  were  of* 
fcred,  and  the  other  concurrent  circumftances,  which  were 
the  caule  of  fach  conceiHons,  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour 
and  moft  cflential  interefts  of  this  country ;  they  were,  it 
might  well  be  expeded^  rejeAed  with  the  contenppt  they  de- 
fcrvcd, 

Mr.  Gnenviile  again  rofumed  the  confideration  of  the  quef«> 
tion  before  the  Houfe,  and  faid,  he  (hoald  be  forry  to  trefv^ 
pais  on  the  patience  of  fo  full  an  aifembly,  to  prove  what 
bad  already  been  demodrated  fp  ably  by  the  honourable 
geademan  wlio  made  the  modon;  and  which,  by  way  of 
contraft,    he  begged  to  obferve,  called  for  fo  little  lupport. 

In  thofe  ideas,   be  ihould  fit  down  with  declaring,  that 
every  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  propoiition,  met   , 
his  moft  hearty  aflent  and  approbation. 

Lord  iVoriib  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who*****^***! 
iDo?ed*the  previous  queflion,  that  there  waslio  evidence  be- 
fore the  Hottie,  to  juftify  the  prefent  propo£bd  yote ;  but  con- 
tended, that  giving  a  negative  did  pot  preclude  the  Houfi^ 
from  entering  into  an  enquiry  hereafter.  The  charges  were 
dire&;  they  were  matters  worthy  of  public  confideration,  and 
.o\ight  to  be  enquired  into,  and  he  was  fure  would  be  euf 
quired  into.  The  previous  queftion  was  therefore  unnecef- 
fary  on  that  ground.  Fafts  were  ftated  in  the  motion  which  ' 
bad  not  a  titde  of  proof  to  fupport  them ;  confequently  till 
they  were  proved,  the  inoft  regular  and  parliamentary  mode 
pf  proceeding  was  to  meet  them  with  a  direft  negative. 

His  LordSiip  anfwcrcd  fcveral  parts  of  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech ; 
faid,  he  did  not  build  upon  his  popularity,  or  parliamentary 
influence,  in  order  to  fliield  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty« 
What  he  faid  the  other  night,  proceeded  from  motives  of 
iaftice.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  was  no  more  cul- 
fable  or  cenfurable  than  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  confiden- 
tial fervants.  The  cenfiire,  if  due  at  all,  was  equally  dud 
to  every  other  member  of  adminiftration,  as  well  as  Lord 
Sandwich.  He  had  but  one  voice  in  determining  meafuret 
of  flaie,  and  "was  therefore  no  further  refponfible  than  for 
what  came  to  his  individual  (hare. 

His  Lordihip  then  read  the  motion,  and  endeavoured  to 
ihew,  that  no  part  of  it  was  fupported  by  fa£t.  Tn  anfwer 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  our  force 
in  17^6  confifted  of  eighty^nine  Ihips  of  the  line^  he  infifted 
that  It  was  no  a)orc  £an  feventy-one,  wberea^;^  the  prefeqt 
3  force 
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force  amounted  to  eighty  fliips  of  thf  line.  Heprece^dbd  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  propofition^  in  tbefame  m^aer^  ^d 
met  every  (ingle  feft  with  a  contradiftioiu 

His  Lordlbip  laftly  replied  to  Mr,  Luttre)!,  and  entered 
into  a  great  variety  of  eomputations,  in  which  was  iocjuded 
the  whole  queftiQa  relative  to  the  granti  for  naval  iervices.; 
Ae  manner  of  voting  them,  and  making  up  the  accounts  | 
of  paffing  thofe  accounts  at  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
exchequer ;  of  the  incurring  the  expencei  under  the  feveral 
heads  of  e|cpenditure,  as  well  thofe  upted  by  eftimate,  as 
thofe  coming  tinder  the  defcription  of  extra  fervices  or  navy 
debt ;  of  the  requifitions  to  tjie  board  of  treafury,  aad  the 
warrants  iffued  to  Ae  treafurer  of  the  navy,  &c.  * 

After  having  walked  over  this  beaten  field,  for.  nearly 
Aree  <]iiarters  of  an  hour^  he  replied  to  feverd, parts  of  the 
0>eechesof  Lord  Howe  and  Admiral KeppeL  Hefaid,  thenoble 
LfOrd  had  expreiied  an  intef^tton  of  retiring,  from  the  fervice. 
He  confefled,  he  was  ferry  for  it,  becaufe  he  was  well  coj\r 
vinced  of  his  great  profefiional  ability,  as  far  as  he  might  be 
prisfumed  to  have  an  opinion  on  the  fubjcA;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  he  declared,  he  was  totally  nncoofcious  that 
f  ny  caufe  of  difguft  had  been  given  to  the  noble  Lord.  If 
there  had,  he  could  truly  ailirin,  thiat  be  had  no  hand  in  ad- 
miniftring  it ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  every  one  of  his 
Majefty's  confidential  fervants,  were  equally  Uaspcleft.  {ie 
was  fine,  that  they  entertained  the  hi^heft  reibeft  for  him 
as  an  officer  and  a  man ;  and  they  migbt  vrell  be  charged 
with  all  the  fofly  and  incapacity  laid  at  their  door,  if  they 
ceidd  have  entertained  a  defign,  or  enteced  ipto  any  confpi- 
racT,  tod  efeat^efaccefsful  execution  of  meafures,  which  they 
had  foneariy  at  heart  and  which  it  was  their  doty  to  promote. 
.  Mndi  had  beenfaid^  febtive  to  the  negleA  of  miniftora,  re- 
J^Aing  the  proteftion  of  our  commerce  in  the  Mediterra- 
ilcan,  and  the  neeeflity  thew  was  tot  fending  a  force  into  that 
lea.  He  therv^  that  objiAion  had  been  fully  anfwered  by  the 
cimfeflion  of  the  honoorabte  Admiral  kimfelf,  who  acjiaow- 
lodged^  that  on  being  cooMted  on  the  propviety  of  detach- 
higearfy  «o  the  Medherfattean,  gave  hit  opinioa  i^loft  it. 
Much  of  the  fame  argument,  had  been  wpasted  by  the  ho- 
nonrabk  gentleman  who  made  the  motion;  by  the  opble 
Losd,  and  the  hpnonraUe  Admiial,  of  our  inferiority  of 
force  in  the  month  of  June  laft ;  tint  point  had  been  alraady 
^^iocided  upon,  At  ftnfe  of  the  Houfe  had  becapi  taken,  and 
it  had,  after  Memn  dAate.  dtdased  dot  the  cridepct  of  the 
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fta  w«  not  (tiAcicnt  to  entitle  it  to  the  fan&ion  of  a  Vote* 
Butindcpefldcnttjf  any  previous  opinion,  he  thought  now^ 
as  he  haa  done  then^  that  the  French  deet  was  not  fuperioc  to 
onrs^  when  the  honourable  Admiral  &ited  from  Plymouth. 
He  believed,  the  force  was  pretty  nearly  balanced,  that 
both  fleets  were  in  a  forward  ftatc  of  preparation,  and  the 
event  pVovcd  the  firong  grounds,  on  which  this  conclufion 
itftcd ;  becaofe  when  both  fcjuadrons  got  fight  of  each  other 
en  the  23d,  they  were  thirty  Ihips  to  thirty  ;  thougl\ 
on  the  2nb,  the  French  were  inferior^  on  account  of  two 
fliips  of  tinsir  fquadron  having  been  by  fome  accident  fepa-* 
nted,  or  Qot  in  a  condition  to  Keep  company  with  the  reu  of 
the  fleet.   .       '   '  ^ 

On  th^  tvhole^  tfie  prime  objeft  of  fending;  the  Iquadron 
to  fea  at  either  time,  when  the  admiral  firft  failed  from  Ply-- 
month,  tod  aftctwads  from  Portfmouth,  being  to  cover  and 
proteft  our  trade  and  commerce  both  outward  bound,  and 
rctnraing,  he  thought  it  a  very  proper  and  wife  meafurc, 
toftnd  Mr.  Kep)pel  to  fea;  the  event  proved  that  it  was. 
Oar  merchant  fleets  proceeded  with  fafety  to  their  different 
ddtinattions ;  our  Fan  and  Weft-India  fleets  were  protefted; 
the  conm)erce  of  our  enemies  was  intermpted,  and  became 
the  prey  of  our  privateers  almoft  to  its  total  ruin  ;  fo  that  on 
the  whole,  what  appeared  by  the  evidence,  as  well  as  wha^ 
had  been  proved  by  fubfequent  events,  he  was  enabled  to 
xffirm  on  the  jufteft  grounds  of  hSt  and  probability,  that  wq 
were  equal  to  France  if  not  fupcrior,  in  die  month  of  June  ^ 
and  that  inftead  of  thcf  firft  Lord  .of  the  admiralty  or  his 
Majcfty's  minifters  defcrving  cenfure,.  for  fending  the  ho*' 
nourable  admiral  to  fea  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  Ime,  theji 
merited  die  thanlis  of  that  Houfe^    and ,  of  the  public  at 

Mr.  Byiig  replied  to  Lord  North  upon  the  fuppofed  want  Mr«  Byi^i  ] 
of  proof.  The  noble  Lord  read  the  motion,  part  by  part, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  put  a  negative  upon  each  ^petrato 
polition..  In  imitation  or  the  noble  Lord,  he  begged  the 
Houfe  to  indulge  him  in  the  fame  manner.  He  ihould  not 
preft  the  fame  ^ds,  which  had  been  already  fo  ably  aiid» 
correffly  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend  \^o  made  the  ta^, 
tioo,  nor  the  very  important  authentic  document^  read  ibonk 
time  iioot  by  another  honourable  friend  of  his  near  him  [Mr» 
Grcnville]  whi^b  had  not  been  ev«Ki  att^opted  to  be  in» 
validat^  by  any  one  period^  except  by  a,loofe  aflbrtioa 
aadfi  by  the  noU«  tiord  in  the  blue  nbboA.    Jk  ihouU 
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appesti  t0  ttie  feelings  and  conviftion  of  the  Hdu&,  and  read 
&isiion<Hirab1e  friend's  motion  negatively,  .^d  then  leave  it 
<o  the  good  fcnfe  and  integrity  of  the  Houfe,  whether  any  one 
jioble  or  honourable  perlbn  prefent,  would  give  ike  motion 
thus  altered,  his  aflcnt.  The  motion  would  theri  run  thus,  .^ 
**  It  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France^  was  very  equsd  to 
what  this  Houfe  and  the  nition  were  led  to  ctpeft*  Where 
was  the  mandaring  and  confident  enough  to  mamtain  that  pro- 

5>ofition  ?   And,  "  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the.  various 
crvices  fipr  which,  it  was  the  duty  of  His  Majefty's  mini- 
fters  to  have  provided  for,   at  fo  important  a  crifis/*    Does 
Aot  this,    on  the  firft  blulh,    appear  equally  falfe'and   ill 
founded  ?  Or  will  the  noble  Lord  undertake  to  {ay,  "  that 
Either  Were  equal  or  adequate,  to  the  declanitioiis  ot  his  Ma- 
jcfty*s  minifters ?'*    He  will  not,  he  cannot;  or  laftly,  will- 
any  mart  contend  *^  that  the  great  fums  of  money  granted, 
and  dfcbts  incurred,  on  account  of  the  naval  fervices,"  were 
<xaftly  corrcfpondent  "  to  the  real  ftate  of  the  navy  ?**    He 
proce^ed  to  obferve  upon  the  motion  in  this  manner,  and 
created  a  great  deal  of  mirth  on  almoft  every  fide  of  the 
Houfe. 
Hf.  Burh.      Mr.  Burie  next  rofci  and  was  feverc  upon  the  language  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  both  on  that  and  the  prc-^ 
<:edihg  day,  relative  to  the  colle<^ive  refponfibilityt)f  mini-* 
fters,  and  the  individual  irrefponfiblity  of  each,  fof  matters 
tranfa£ted  in  his  refpedJive  department ;  a  languaj!:c,  he  con- 
teded,  equally   new   in  that  Houfe,  and   out  ot  it;  for   it 
amounted  in  fafl  to  an  avowed   irrefpon Ability,  both  indivi- 
dually and  coHeftivdy.     The  chancellor,  the  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  the  firft  lord  of  thef  treafury,  or  admiralty,  according 
to  this  doftrine,  might  do  or  fufFer  any  thing,  without  being 
amenable  to  Parliament  or  the  nation.     If  they  were  pver- 
tuled  in  cabinet.  Ays  the  nobte  Lord,  they  cannot  be  refpon- 
fible;  if  thfy  are  not  over.- ruled,  neither  can  they  be  refpon- 
fible ;  fo  that  whatever  any  miniftcr  had  done,  or  hereafter 
might  do,  he  was  by  no  means  anfwcrable  for  ;  becaufe  the 
,    evil  or  mifchief  tranfa£ted  was  tranfaded  in  the  company  of 
others.     Who  are  thofc  others  ?  That  no  man  cin  tell ;  the 
•dvtfers  of  the  crown  are  enjoined  to  feCrecy.    They  may  be 
Ihe  firft  movers  or  abettors  of  the  greateft  of  all  poffible  mff- 
chief,  or  any  member  of  a  committee  or  coimcil  may  eonfent 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  carrying  it  into  execution ;  but  what 
of  that  ?  The  inftrament  may  perpetrate  tBe  mifchief,  though 
«a  one  of  the  King's  advifers  he  0xqu\6  xiifapprove  of  it,  witM 
'-    . .  impunity  5 
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impQoitf ;  if  be  is  a  oiover  in  it,  be  is  equaHy  beyoifd  tte 
rracb  fif  pttUic  juftice  or  Parliamentary  cenAire  *,  becaufe  it 
cannot  be  deemed  bis  a&,  but  feh^tof  the  majoricy  of  tbofe  to 
whom  ft  IB  propofed. — But  wbo  ^re  the  pertons  that  cdmpoii: 
this  majority  i  That  is  not  to  be  toM ;  fomebody,  or  fome 
perfons,  have  committed  the  crime,  but  no  man  is  to  be  quefi> 
tioned  for  it«  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  in  his  ufuol 
pithy  and  humorous  floanner,  related  a  faying  ot  the  late  Sk 
Godfin^  ]&neller»  that  a  thief  was  not  to  blame,  but  the  pen* 
fon  who  left  the  thing  ftolen,  in  his  way,  which  operated  as  a 
temptation  to  him  (o  commit  the  criminal  a&»  He  begged 
leave  to  tell  another  ftor]^,  he  hoped  no  lefs  humoroiv^  and  ap^ 
plicable*  .  Two  men  with  cloaks  went  to  an  eating-houfe^ 
aod  one  of  them  ftole  a  piece  of  fleib  meat,  and  concealed  it 
under  his  cloak ;  Oh,  faid  the  mafter  to  one  of  them,  yoa 
are  the  thief,  reftore  roe  my  meat*  No,  fays  the  thief,  1  am 
flot,  1  giv^  you  leave  to  iearch,  having  previoufly  (hifted  htm 
bis  companion*  The  latter  being  queftioned  in  the  hxiit 
manner,  returned  it  with  equal  dexterity  to  his  colleague.  So 
it  was  with  the  confidential  fervants  of  the  crown,  on  the 
ptefent  occafion*  If  any  one  of  them  is  charged  perfooally, 
it  is  not  his  ad,  but  that  of  his  brother  advifers  i  and  if  the 
whole  body  is  charged,  another  rifes  and  anfwer$  for  hit 
ftareonly,  but  leaves  the  nation  to  find  out  and  fearch  for 
the  real  authors ;  for  the  noble  Lord  telk  you,  that  everf 
thing  is  determined  by  a  majority  not  known,  nor  whom  no 
perlbns  but  tbemfelves  are  permitted  to  know. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  from  the 
26th  Odober  1775,  till  the  laft  delivered  in  November  1778^ 
be  turned  to,  and  that  part  of  them  refpeArag  thediipofieion 
sfforeiga  powers  read,  which  being  complied  with,heobfervw 
ed,  thai  they  contained  the  moft  full  and  compleat  evidence 
of  the  public  aAs  of  minifters,  contraAed  with  the  real  fitua* 
tion  of  public  affairs.  In  them  they  hady  particularly,  for 
the  three  laft  years,  ftated  their  apprehenfions  of  the  incer^ 
ference  of  foreign  powers,  accompanied  with  the  fulleft  af* 
furances  of  uking  the  moft  effedual  fleps  of  putting  thit 
country  into  a  proper  ftate  of  naval  defence.  They  amured 
lis  that  France  and  Spain,  fo  long  as  two  years  fince,  were 
arming,  and  gave  it  as  a  reafon  for  an  increafed  naval  efta* 
Uiihment.  Were  they  at  the  end  of  thofe  two  3rears  equdi 
to  France  and  Spain  united,  or  even  to  France  alone  i  Oti 
(he  opeotns  of  the  laft  feffion,  they  again  ftated  their  appru^ 
henfions  of  the  formidable  naval  armaments  going  on  in  the 
ports  of  Smui*    Would  the  nobie  Lord*  or  any  oae  per* 
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fon  in  that.Houfe,  rife  and  aver,  that  our  navy  was  at  this 
inftant  in  a  fi  tuation  to  contend  with  the  united  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain  ?  He  was  fure,  confident  as  they  were,  they  neither 
would,  ndr  dared. 

Here  then  was  the  cleareft  evidence,  arifing-  from  parlia- 
mentary documents,  and  thofe  of  the  higheft  nature,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  mouths  of  minifters  themfclves,  that  the 
ftate  of  the  navy,  in  the  terms  of  the  motion,  was  unequal 
1)0  what  **  the  nation  and  that  Houfe  were  led  to  expeft  from 
the  declarations  of  miniftcrs/*  He  would  not  go  back  cither 
to  thecIoCs  of  the  year  1777,  or  to  July,  1778  ;  but  he  would 
put  the  qaeftion  fairly  and  rourrdly  to  minifters  up  to  the 
prefent  moment.  Was  the  ftate  of  ihe  navy,  at  this  inftant, 
fuppoflngthat  Spain  (hould  think  proper  to  take  a  part  in  the 
quarrel,  equal  to  thofe  declarations  which  minifters  had  put 
into  the  mouth  of  their  fovereign  ?  Were  w^  either  fuperior  to, 
4>r  able  to  cope  with,  the  united  force  of  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  ?  He  went  into  a  great  deal  of  matter  which  had 
before  fallen  in  debate,  and  concluded  with  giving  his  afiitnc 
to  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 

hn4H9we4<  Lord  Ifotvi^  in  reply  to  Lord  North,  condemned  the  feve- 
ral  naval  arrangements,  fo  far  as  they  refpeSed  Europe  ;  faid 
it  was  highly  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the  force  in  Breft  har- 
bour was  T>ot  fuperior  to  that  fent  out  under  the  command  of 
bis  honourable  friend  ^  that  the  Mediterranean  had  been  (hame- 
iully  negleAed  ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  our  home  defence 
was  no  way  anfwerable  to  the  vaft  fums  expended,  nor  at  all 
^*  adequate  to  the  fervices  neceffary  to  be  provided  for  at  fo 
Important  a  crifis.*" 

Ai,  Ktppti'  Admiral  Keppd  denied  that  he  was  fent  out  either  as  a  con- 
voy, or  to  proted  the  home  trade.  Neither  of  thofe  were 
the  obje£bs,  unlefs  by  oonfequence.  He  allowed  if  the  Breft 
fleet  was  kept  in  harbour,  that  of  courfe  the  home  trade  waa 
thereby  proteded ;  but  the  way  to  efFed  that  waa  not  by 
fending  him  out  with  ap  inferior  force  \  for  if  he  had  kept 
the  fea,  both  hia  fquadron  and  the  trade  wou)d  have  run  the 
rifque  of  being  deftroyed. 

*  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  other  noble 
Lord  near  him,  had  mentioned  in  argument,  that  there  was 
no  proof  but  the  im perfect  papers  found  aboard  the  Pallas  and 
Licorne  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Breft  fleet.  This  matter 
bad  been  purpofehr  or  miftakenly  mifreprefented,  as  he  had 
obferved  in  the  laft  debate.  He  had  not  folely  relied  on  the 
inforxnation  contained  in  the  papers.  Berfons  taken  aboard 
had   been  ei^amtn^d,  their  information  compared,  and  th^ 
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whole  uniforiH  correfpondent  ftream  of  evidence  wis,  that 
there  were  twenty^feven  fliips  of  the  line  then  lying  in  Breft 
water,  perhaps,  by  what  appeared  to  the  contrary^  at  that  very 
iflftant  at  Tea* 

As  to  the  fleet  under  his  command  being  fuperior  on  the 
27th  df  July  to  that  of  France,  as  aflerted  by  th«  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  firft,  he  was  miftaken,  or  did  not  attend  to  his  af^ 
fertions  property.  The  fleet  of  France  was  fi>perior  in  pum* 
ber,  but  in  point  of  firength  nearly  equal.  If  we  had  fevea 
three-deckers,  they  had  a  great  number  of  eighties  j  and 
though  he  granted  in  fome  fituations  three-^deck  fliips  were 
better  than  thofe  of  two,  he  doubted  much  if  in  an  engagement, 
fuch  as  that  of  the  27th  of  July,  that  two-deckers,  being 
more  manageable  and  capable  of  quicker  movements,  and. 
cafier  worked,  were  not  fully  equal  to  three-deckers,  ma- 
ny of  which  were  known  to  be  flow  failers.  And  at  all 
events,  if  he  had  his  option,  he  did  not  know  which  he 
would  have  chofe.  He  would  have  fought  either  fleet  with 
equal  confidence  of  fuccefs.  He  did  not  mean  to  arrogate  to 
himfclf  any  fuperior  (kill  or  ability,  nor  to  infinuate  that  the 
French  were  equal  to  us  in  point  of  fkill  or  bravery,  but 
merely  as  to  the  point  of  efleftive  ftrength. 

Sir  %?i!vx  Lowthir  faid  he  was  for  the  previous  queftion  Sir  Jama 
moved!  early  in  the  day  by  Mr.  Adam ;  and  faid,  if  there  was  /^wfA^r . 
an  enquiry,  it  ought  to  be  a  judicial  enquiry. 

Mr.  Foxtok  about  a  quarter  after  twelve  o'clock,  and  beg«  Mn  Ihu 
ged  that  no  perfon  would  give  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  motion, 
who  was  not  perfedly  fatisfied  that  the  eeneral  fzSks  ftated  in 
it  were  fully  proved  both  literally  and  iubftantially,  and  that 
mioifters  hiid  failed  in  their  repeated  aflurances  to  the  natioa 
and  that  Hoiife. 

At  one  o^clock  the  Houfe  divided  }  ayes  1 74 ;  noes  246. 

The  following  eighteen  gentlemen,  who  were  abfent  on 
the  former  divifion  on  the  third  inffaint,  (fee  page  52)  voted  in 
the  minority  in  this  divifion. 

Admiral  Keppel  ^ 

•Kschard  Wtlbraharh  Bootle 

Sir  Alexander  Leith 

George  Rous 


Henry  Cniger 
John  RadcJiffe 
7iAif  Wilka 
jwti  Glynn 
GeoffgeHayky 


0%. 


Windfor 
Chefter  _ 
Tregony*^' 
Shattefbuiy  . 
Briftol 
St.  Alban'a 
Middlffrn 
pUt§ 
toAdon 

Ut4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


if^  PARLIAMENtAltY       A.  1^79^ 
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Beojamin  Lethieulltcr         ^  «  Andover 

Sir  t'atrick  Biake  -  •  Sudhury 

Sir  Ger.  W.  Van  Neck        -"        -         Dunwich 
Fredericlc  Standert  -  •    •  Blechingley 

Pinkaey  Wilkin  fun  •  Old  Sarttm 

Lord  Biillccl«7  r  -  Anglefea 

Sir  Henry  Williams  ^  Beaumaris 

Glyftn  Wynn  -  -  Caernarvon 

Sir  Horace  Man,  member  for  Maidftone,  aKo  voted  in  the 
minority  on  this  diyifion.  He  voted  in  th?  majority  on  the 
3d  of  March. 

I'he  following  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the  mhuMrity,  oiv 
the  3d  of  Marchi  were  abl'ent  on  this  divifion 

Hon.  T.  Howard  Chriftopher  MoJlyneux,  E{q. 

Serjeant  Adair  George  Forrefter,  Ef<i, 

Humphry  Sturt.  Efq,        James  Lowther,  Efq, 
Chatles  Barrow,  Efq.       John  Dunninf!:,  Efq. 
'   Hon.  B;  Grey  Sir  Herbert  Machwortb,  &c« 

MarSf  9. 
No -debate. 

MttrS  to. 
tixtltn^  Sir  Hinry  Hwgbton^  agreeable  to  notice  he  had  given  fboae 
B§gktJ.  ^^7*  before,  faid  he  (hould  move  for  fome  farther  relief  being 
given  to  Protcftant  Diffentcra.  Sir  Henry  entered,  in  a  fum^ 
^  .  .  mary  way,  upon  the  whole  cnUent  of  the  argitmeot  of  rdigt-* 
OU0  toleration  ;  and  contended,  that  asa.Kberal  and  enligiic-* 
ened  nation,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  reproach  to  this  coittitry, 
that  its  eftabliihod  church  ftill  retained  the  prejudices  of  bar- 
bvQUd-tifBes^.aad  continued  the  praftice.of  intoiei^nce  and 
perfecution  in  dire6t  oppofition  to  the  true  principles  of  Chri- 
ftianjtn^iHl  in  defiance  of  the  precepts  of  thediviiie  inftitutor  of 
out  holy  religion.  Sir  Henry  fpokeof  the  favour  lately  done  tothe 
Roman  Catholicks  by  the  iegillature,  afierting  that  the  mea- 
fiMfe  wasexcecdin-^ly  wife  and  proper,  but  arguing  that  tt  was 
'  ,  much  more  necelTary  to  a(Ford  fome  relief  to  the  Pfoteflsuic 
DifleaiC£s  ;  and  that  after  £ych  a  ftep  as  paxlhiment  had  laft 
year  tslneo  refpe£(ing  the  Roman  Catholtcs,4t  would  be  the  moft 
abfurd  piece  of  condud,  and  the  moft  violent  irtconfiftency, 
jf  P^Utflsent  refufed  to  extend  a  fimilar  degree  of  toleration 
to  fcflsof  fnen  whoju^ere  quiet,  inofFenfive,  and  ufefiri  citi* 
ztnfy  and  whofe  religious  opinions  came  fo  mtKh  nearer  the 
doftriXie$  of. the  eftablUhed  church  of  Englant^  He^th^n  took 
occafion  ^0  fliew  that  his  argument  was  not  bviltiMi^  upon 
his  own  ffufate  opinion j  he  faid  tlilat  foiwoCdi^jMaftKarned 
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and  beft  informed  members  of  the  eftablifhed  church  enters 
tM  the  fame  fcntiments,  and  not  only  men  whofe  profeflioa 
w$us  not  clerical,  but  minifters  of  the  word  of  God,  and  mi«> 
niftcrs  who  had  attained  verv  high  honours  in  the  churchy 
In  fupport  of  this  aflertion,  be  mentioned  the  Biihop  of  Exe* 
ter,  who  in  his  fermon  preached  on  the  30th  of  January,  had 
emphatically  expreftd  his  wifhes  that  religious  toleration  were 
extended,  and  that  the  Proteftant  DiiTenters  might  have  a 
legal  fecurity  for  the'  free  ezercife  of  their  woribip*  With 
the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  Sir  Henry  read  an  extrad  from  the 
BUko^'s  fermon  ^  an  extrad  couched  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
of  philantbropby,  liberal  fentiment,  and  folid  fenfe.  Having 
finiflied  his  recital.  Sir  Henry  concluded  his  fpeech  with 
moving, 

^  1  hat  this.Houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee, 
to  con£dcr  of  granting  further  relief  to  Prottfhnt  diffentiitg 
minifters  and  fchoolmafters." 

Mr.  M§Htagu  fecondcd  the  motion,  and  as  he  conceived  Mr.  Mm^  ' 
every  man  in  that  Houfe  had  the  liberality  to  be  an  advocate  ''^** 
for  toleration,  he  could  not  fuppofe  any  one  member  would 
rtfe,  to  oppofe  a  motion  fo  fiir  and  of  fo  little  extent  as  that 
of  his  honourable  friend,  for  which  reafon.  He  declared,  he 
^WMild  not  add  a  word  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  but  would 
refecvehis  fcnttments  for  a  future  occafion. 

The  motion  was  read  by  the  fpeaker. 

Sir  William  Begot  began  with  profeffin^  himfelf  as  zealbus  sir  frdSMm 
as  advocate  for  toleration  as  any  man  in  the  Houfe.    He  ^*i*'f 
b^gged,^  however,  that  gentlemen  would  confider  that  the  mo^ 
tion  led  to  a  matter  of  as  much  importance  as  had  ever  been 
agitated    in  Parliament,  no  lefs  than  an  alteration  of  the. 
cooftitvtion  of  this  country  $  an  efiential  alteration  in  her 
eftablifliment  of  church  and  ftate.     He  took  a  (hort  review  oC 
our  prefent  iituation ;  faid  thefe  were  days  of  tumult,  of  divi« 
iioo,  of  jealoufy,  and  ef  war ;  declaring  that  there  wanted 
nothing  but  the  implacable  fpirit  of  religious  controverfy  to 
blow  upon  the  very  exiftence  of  this  empire.     He  wiflied 
thecefore  that  the  agitation  of  a  queftion  of  fo  ferious  a  na* 
tui%  was  po^oned  till  quieter  times,  and  till  the  minds  of* 
men  were  Izh  agiuted,  and  lefs  inflamed.     He  faid  that  if 
was  more  uanecefiaiy  than  dangerous  at  this  particular  crifis- 
toacsempt  any  alteration  in  the  religious  laws  of  this  country. 
That  there  was  no  complaint  of  p^rfecution  made  by  the  Pro- 
teAsst  Diflenters,  nor  any  defire  expetTed  by  them  of  having 
a  ^rfater  degree  of  toleration  than  they  now  enjoyed.    On  • 
thr*contrary,  from  the  fermons  of  fome  of  the  minifters  of 
3  that 
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that  perfuafion,  and  from  other  publications,  it  was  obvioust 
that  the  toleration  as  ic  now  ftpod  was  ample,  and  that  under 
that  toleration,  do^rines  were  dilivered  and  diflemifiaced  of  a 
very  extraordinary  nature  indeed.  He  fpoke  of  the  alarming 
progrcfs  of  atheifm,  and  of  the  multiplicity  of  atheiftical  opini<* 
ons  which  were  daily  ifTued  from  the  prefs.  He  called  the 
recolledion  of  the' honourable  gentlemen  who  made  and  fc- 
conded  the  motion^  back  to  what  had  pafTed,  when  it  was  laft 
attempted  to  alter  the  laws  refpeSing  Proteftant  DiiTenters. 
At  that  time  the  petitioners  came  to  Parliament  with,  a  pledge 
in  their  hands,  a  teft  that  they  were  Chriftians,  and  yet  it  was 
thought  improper  ta  grant  them  the  relief  prayed  for.  They 
had  at  that  time  aiked  for  relief  on  the  exprefs  condition  of 
ufing  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  preaching  the  gofpel  as  the  dw 
vines  of  the  eftabliQied  church  did  $  now,  he  underftood,  they 
were  to  be  left  at  large,  neither  to  fubfcribe  to  the  articles, 
nor  t«  give  any  pledge  whatever  as  a  fecurity  that  they  would 
not  oppofe  the  fundamental  dodrines  of  ChriAianity. 
Mr.  jUm'  Mr.  AfontagUp  m  reply,  begged  the  honourable  baronet 
'^Z"  to  confider,  that  the  prefent  motion  did  go  in  the  leaft  to  al- 

ter the  cotiftitution ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  only  the  firft 
ftage  of  an  endeavour  to  afford  the  Proteftant  Diilenters,  the 
fame  degree  of  toleration,  which  had  lately  been  granted  to 
Roman  Catholics.  .  He  was,  he  declared,  not  a  little  amazed 
to  hear  thedodtrine,  that  a  bill  to  warrant  toleration  would 
create  tumult,  an3  occafion  controverfy  ;  he  had  ever  imagin- 
ed that  an  extended  toleration  would  put  a  ftop  to  the  latter, 
and  prevent  the  former.  He  had  been  accuftomed  to  think, 
that  religious  controverfy  arofe  from  bigotry,  from  cnthufi- 
afm,  from  obftinacy,  and  from  ignorance,  and  not  from  a 
liberal  allowance  of  opinion,  upon  a  fubje<^  re fpefling  which 
all  fentiments  were  rather  founded  in'  hope  than  in  certainty. 
The  honourable  baronet  had  profeifed  himfelf  a  friend  toto« 
leratidn,  and  yet  rofe  to  oppofe  it,  where  it  might  be  given 
without  the  leaft  danger  the  ftate,  or  to  individuals.  The 
intention,  it  was  true,  was  to  give  free,  unlimited  toleration  to 
the  Proteftant  Diilenters.  The  honourable  baronet  had  wifhed,. 
that  they  might  fubfcribe  to  the  articles  of  the  eftablifhed 
church.  Was  it  poifible,.  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  make 
a  more  abfurd  requifttion  ?  WhatI  aika  religious  fed  of  a 
peculiar  way  of  thinking,  to  fubfcribe  to  the  articles  of  ano- 
ther (cck  of  a  direftly  oppoflte  opinion  ?  There  was  fuch  a 
manifeft  inconfiftency  in  the  fuppolltion,  that  it  was  not  worth 
a  moment's  argument* 
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Sir  George  Yonge  declared  himfelf  an  advocate  for  toleration^  Sir  Gtorgii 
vfzs  heartily  pleafed  that  the  bufinefs  was  begun  upon,  re-  ^(^^ 
joiced  that  it  had  got  into  fuch  able  hands,  and  promiCed  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  hb  aiEftance' 
and  concurrence. 

Mr.  fVilkes.  I  rife  not  at  this  time  to  enter  into  the  merits  Mr.  fTOia* 
of  fo  important  a  queftion  to  religious  liberty  among  us,  bi|t 
to  anfwer  the  objections  of  the  honourable  gentleman  near 
me,  againft  goine  into  a  committee  for  this  confideratton. 
This  early  oppotition  is  more  harfli  than  well  judged.  He 
thinks  the  queftion  (hould  not  n6w  be  agitated,  becaufea  time 
of  tumult,  diftrefs,  and  war,  is  a  very  improper  feafon  to  make 
the  ieaft  change  in  the  ftate  of  reUgioh  in  any  country.  Did 
the  worthy  baronet  forget  that  a  juft  relief  was  the  very  laft 
year  granted  to  many  opprefl'ed  loyal  fubjeSs,  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  an  important  change  made  in  their  fituatioa 
among  us  ?  Yet,  Sir,  the  Jaft  year  was  equally  a  year  of  tu- 
mult, dif^refs  and  war.  Not  the  Ieaft  inconvenience  of  any 
kind  has  art  fen  from  the  a£k  of  laft  feiHon  in  favour  of  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics,  from  fp  great  an  alteration  in  our  ecclefiafti^ 
cal  police.  On  the  contrary,  the  nation  has  more  firmly  at- 
tached to  it,  by  the  ties  of  gratitude,  a  very  conftderable  num- 
ber ojf  ufeful  fubjeds.  Not  the  Ieaft  tumult  or  difturJ>anc« 
has  been  the  confequence  of  that  wife  meafure.  It  is  impof« 
fible.  Sir,'  that  toleration  can  create  tumults  and  religious 
wars.  Perfecution  is,  indeed,  a  moft  aSive  daemon,  de^ 
lighting  in  hum^  facrifices,  has  drenched  our  fields,  and  dyed 
our  (caJFolds,  with  the  (laughter  of  the  vid^ims  of  religious 
rage:  but  the  fpirit  of  toleration  is  conciliating,  heals  divi-' 
fioDs,  and  teaches  men  mutual  forbearance,  meeknefs,  gen« 
tienefs,  and  univerfal  benevolence.  The  worthy  baronet^ 
in  the  great  compafs  of  his  reading,  will  not  give  a  fingle 
proof  of  the  mifchief  even  of  A  moft  unlimited  toleration, 
but  he  will  find  innumerable  marks  of  th&  bloody  footfteps  of 
the  revengeful  and  remorfelefs  perfecutor,  lefs  intent  to  fave 
than  to  deflroy. 

Another  objedion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
urged,  n^  that  there  is  no  petition  before  the  Houfe  from 
any  body  of  the  Proteftant  diftenters,  no  complaint  of  perfe- 
cution, no  inftance  of  feverity  againft  any  of  the  feds  which 
diiFer  from  the  eftabliihment.  When  the  Houfe  proceeded 
the  laft  year  to  give  relief  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  was  an; 
petitioi)  previoufly  prefented  ?  Was  a  committee  appotated  to 
ftate  the  various  fa^s  of  perfecution,  or  even  harfli  ufage  ? 
Were  any  cafep  of  that  nature  i^rged  in  proof  I  No^  Sir,  the 
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prociedkd  on  the  liberal  idea  of  removing  all  onjuft  and  im- 
politic nftraints,  on  the  juftice  of  leaving  the  TubjeA  free  a$ 
to  all  opinions  merely  religious,  on  the  natural  right  of  every 
man  to  worfliip  hia  Creator  in  the  manner  which  he  thinks 
moft  acceptable  to  the  Deity.  The  Roman  Catholics  ha4 
not  been  harrafied  by  any  legal  profecutioos,  but  the  laws 
were  unrepealed,  which  put  them  in  the  power  of  every  in* 
fiunous  informer.  Thev  were  fubjedi  at  any  time  to  the  moft 
rigoroik$  penalties,  at  all  times  to  the  moft  mortifying  re- 
ftraints.  The  wifdom  and  equity  of  Parliament  at  laft  inter* 
vofed,  and  reftorcd  them  to  feveral  of  their  natural  rights. 
Surely,  Sir,  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  have  a  much  ftronger 
dakn  on  government.  They  have  fteadily  fupported.  the 
caufe  of  freedom.  They  have  aded  on  almoft  every  occafiot| 
with  fpiritand  vigour  againft  thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to 
overthrow  this  free  conftttution,  and  bury  liberty  in  its  ruins* 
As,  the  confequence  and  proof  of  their  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  they  have  been  among  the  moft  jealous  for  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  the  prefent  illuftrious  family,  a  fucceffion  often  fe- 
cretly  attempted  to  be  undermined,  and  opehly  invaded  by 
the  tools  of  arbitrary  power,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Ac 
thja  hou^„  howeyer,  the  Diflenters  remain  fubjeA  to  feveral 
^rbarous  and  cruel  laws,  enabled  on  the  fpur  of  a  prefent  nc« 
cei&ty,  a$  it  was  thought,  and  therefore  acquiefced  in,  almoft 
without  murmuring  ;  but  laws  which  difgraoe  a  thinking. peo« 
pie,  and  are  a  contradiSion  to  every  principle  of  found  policy. 
The  honourable  gentleman  near  me  has  oppofed  the  mo* 
tion  on  another  ground,  the  danger  of  it  to  the  eflablilhe4 
church  at  this  alarming  period.  He  pathetically  laments  tMe 
progrefs  of  atheifip,  and  the  publication  of  many  atheiftical 
books  within  the  laft  twenty  years.  I  think  this  accu£uk>ti 
en  our  country  ill-^founded.  I  believe,  Sir,  I  have  read  more 
books  of  religious  controveiA  than  the  worthy  baifonet,  and 
I  deny  the  publication  of  trie  numerous  atheiftical  works, 
which  have  engaged  the  public  attention  in  this  country,  evien 
for  the  laft  half  century.  I  might  call  for  the  proof  of  a-fin* 
gle  atheiftical  book,  of  the  leafl  note,  publiibed  in^tfae  eigbieen 
years  of  this  pious,  if  not  glorious,  reign.  Deifm,  indeedt 
Sir,  found,  pure  deifm,  has<made  a. rapid  progrdfs,  not  oiily  ia 
this  ifland,  but  in  every  pi^rt  of  the  continent.  It  is  almoft 
become  the  religion  of  Europe.  Atheifm  is  certainly  not  the 
prevailing,  fafliionable  error  of  this  enlighted  age  orceuntry^ 
but  every  year  adds  to  the  -number  of  the  difciples^of  deiliii. 
I  have  not  beard  of  outrages  or  violent  >per(ecutions  auMMig 
the  Deifts,  althou^  eq^tainly  ihey  are  greatly  multiplied  of 
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lite;  but  we  have  to  lament  the  uncharitable  fpirtt  of  moft 
Ms  of  Chriftians,  and  even  of  not  a  fmall  number  of  the 
efiablilhed  church  of  our  own  country,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
beri  as  well  as  my  good  neighbour.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman is  not  well  informed^  It  is  a  miftalce  to  impute  all 
the  late  publications  againft  the  received  fyftem  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion  to  the  Proteftant  DifTenters  of  any  denomina- 
tion. The  fad  is,  that  the  authors  of  the  greater  part  are 
members  of  the  eftabliihed  church  of  England.. 

As  the  laws  now  ftand,  a  diflenting  preacher  is  obliged,  to 
avoid  fevere  penalties  and  to  enjoy  the  a6l  of  toleration,  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of  England, 
thatisof  another  church,  except  the  34th,  3Sth,  and  36th, 
and  a  part  of  the  20th  article.  I  hope  we  fhali  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, to  confider  of  the  repeal  of  fo  unjuft  and  fo  unchari- 
table  a  fyftem  of  laws.     I  will  not  now.  Sir,  examine  the 
orthodoxy  or  abfurdity  of  the  dodrinal  parts  of  the  thirty- 
nine  articles ;  but  I  defire  to  protcft  againft  any  man's  being 
compelled  io  fubfcribe  them,  becaufe  they  militate  againft  the 
M  great  principle  of  Chriftian  charity.     In  the  8th  article 
we  find,  '*  that  the  three  Creeds,  Nice  Creed,  Atbanafius*s 
Creed,   and  that  which  is  commonly  called  the  Apoftles' 
Creed,  ought  thoroughly  to  be  received  and  believed,  for  they 
may  be  proved  by  moft  certain  warrants  of  Holy  Scripture." 
Now,  Sir,  one  article  of  faith  in  the  Athananan  Creed  is^ 
that  "  except  every  one  do   keep  whole  and  undefiled  the 
Catholic  faith,  as  fet  forth  in  that  Creed,  without  doubt  he 
flj'aJl  periih  everlaftingly."     I  want  words.  Sir,  to  exprefs 
my  horror  at  the  total  want  of  Chriftian  charity,  the  inde- 
cency, the  foolifh  prejudice,  and  even  infolence,  of  fuch  a 
(declaration.      A  much    higher  church   authority  than   Sr. 
Athanaiius,  the  apoftle  Peter,  aiTures  us,  that  **  in  every  na- 
tion he  that  feareth  God  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  ac- 
cepted with  him ;"  and  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  St. 
Paul,  feems  to  hold  a  very  different  dodlrine ;  for  he  tells  us 
of  three  beautiful  fifters,  the  three  Chriftian  Graces,  "Faith, 
Hope  and  Charity,  which  abide,  thefe  three,  but,"  he  adds, 
"  the  greateftof  thefe  is  Charity."  I  hope  the  committee  will 
exempt  the  Proteftant  diflenting  minifters  and  fchool-mafters 
from  being  called  upon  to  fubfcribe  this  monftrous  propofition 
of  St.  Athanafius.  I  think  it  our  duty,  for  thefe  confiderations 
belong  diredly  to  the  jurlfdi£tion  of  Parliament,    By  the  very 
writs  of  eleAioa,  we  are  called  together  to  confider  of  certain ' 
arduous  and  urgent  aiFairs  concerning  the  ftate,  and  the  church. 
The  mofnott  likewife  appears  to  be  happily  cbofen,  for  the 
Vol.  XI*  P  bandage 
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baoJag^  is  at  laft  faUen  from  the  eyes  of  Superftition,  and 
Perfccutioii  drops  her  iron  rod. 

I  am  not  ftruck  by  the  dread  of  the  danger  of  th^  chorcH, 
With  which  fome  gentlemen  foeiii  alarmed^  On  the  contra- 
ry, I  think  it  would  do  honour  to  our  church,  to  treat  with 
tendernefs  all  thofc  who  are  unhappy  enough  not  to  be  in  her 
bofom.  I  admire  the  temper  with  which  the  late  indulgcn- 
cies  to  the  Roman  Canholics  were  received,  and  tnoft  cer- 
tainly a  reformed  church  nauft  be  ftlll  more  kindly  difpofed 
to  their  Ptotcftant  brethren.  Our  Maftcr  has  told  us,  in  the 
largeft  and  moft  general  terms,  **  that  where  two  or  three  arc 
gsithercd  together  in  his  name,  he  was  in  the  midft  of  them*'* 

Sir,  I  honour  the  ingenuity  of  the  worthy  baronet  who 
made  the  motion,  in  contriving  to  oblige  us  to  hear  many 

fagcs  of  a  fermon,  by  reading  them  as  part  of  his  fpeech. 
t  was  happily  imagined  ;  for  I  underftood  on  a  late  occa- 
fion,  not  one  me*mber  of  this  Houfe  attended  you.  Sir,  to 
St,  Margaret's,  and  I  believe  the  chanccllor'likewife  on  that 
day  was  left  without  a  finglc  lord.  Surely,  Sir,  it  is  then 
high  timfc  to  difcontinue  the  obfervance  of  that  annual  faft 
for  the  death  of  a  tyrant.  Many  other  fermons  have  been 
quoted  by  other  gentlemen,  but  the  proof  arifing  from  them 
only  goes  to  the  private  fcntunents  of  the  preacher,  or  of  the 
few  who  hear,  or  read,  and  approve  thofe  fermons.  I  really 
think  the  general  opinion  of  the  clergy  at  this  day  is  for  a 
liberal  toleration,  and  I  truft  a  majority  even  of  the  cpifco- 
pal  order  will  affent.  They  have  acquiefced  in  the  juflice 
done  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  I  hope  the  prefent  relief 
intended  to  the  Proteftant  djifenting  miniftprs  and  fchool- 
matters  will  not  be  given  .with  reluftancc,  lior  in  the  leaft  de- 
layed, bat  cordially  adopted  both  by  clergy  and  laity,  and 
that  the  HoCife  will  imipediately  refolvc  itfelf  into,  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  granting  fuitker 
relief  to  Prottftant  diflenting  minifters  and  fchoo}naa1tcrs. 
Sir  Ro  ^'^^  Ro^er  Newdigate  was  againft  the  mption,  and  contended 

NtvtH'^^te,  it'was  equally  unwifc,  and  dangerous  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  eftablifhed  refigion  to  alter  the  l^ws  of  tol^ca^ 
tion.  ftc  begged  gentlemen  to  remember  that  they  r^jM?e- 
fenced  milHons  of  Prpteftants  of  the  e(iabli(hed  church,  »nd 
that  they  ou^ht  in  duty  to  regard  their  intprefts  in  prefiprence 
to  thofe  of  a  few  Proteftant  Diflentera.  H:  faid  that  the 
Proteftant  Diffcnters  at  prefent  enjoyed  a  greater  degree  of 
toleration  in  this  country,  than  in  any  co^ntry  ii}  the  \rorld  ; 
averted  that  oyr  church  breached  an  air  of  meekncfs  J^nfJ^libe- 
rality,  but  that  the  Diflcntetf  themfclves  flbbwed  a  fgixit  of 
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perfecution  and  intolerance;  tnftancing  the  prercnt  perfecu*  - 
tion  of  the  members  and  minifters  of  the  church  of  England  - 
by  the  Americans,  declaring  chat  there  was  fcarcelv  a  (hip 
came  home  from  acrofs  the  broad  Atlantic,  in  whicn  there 
was  not  one  or  more  clergymen  of  the  eftablilhcd  church, 
who  had  been  deprived  of  thetr  livings,  ftrtpped  of  their  pro« 
pcrty,  and  even  forced  to  fly  for  their  lives.  He  aficrted, 
that  when  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Diflenters  was  laft  in  ' 
avitation,  his  levies  were  every  morning  crowded,  not  with 
divines  of  the  church  of  England,  trembling  for  their  in- 
comes, not  with  dignitaries  of  the  church  of  England  treth- 
Ming  for  their  eptfcopal  honours;  but  with  honefl,  worthy, 
and  refpe£table  Proteftant  Diflenters,  eood  Chriftians,  and  or- 
thodox minifters,  who  came  to  complain  of  the  danger  of  the 
meafure  in  agitation,  and  to  beg  that  he  would  oppofe  it ; 
bccaufc,  under  the  pretext  of  relieving  them  from  fubfcrip- 
tioD,  it  would  let  in  the  Anti-Trinitarians,  the  Anabapttfts, 
and  all  manner  of  fe£ts,  and  be  attended  with  confequences 
infinitely  mifchievous  to  religion  in  general.  As  a  proof 
that  the  prefent  a£t  of  toleration  went  far  enough,  he  mentioned 
the  late  publications  of  the  DifTenters :  not  publications  merely 
upon  points  of  polemical  controverfy,  but  ftriking  immedi-  ^ 
ately  at  revelation,  and  denying  the  immateriality  of  the  foul. 
Thefe  publications,  be  declared,  came  not  from  ignorant 
men,  from  the  fewer  order  of  Diflenters,  but  from  its  mini- 
flcrs  and  preachers  ;— -from  divines  of  that  church  of  ac- 
knowledged learning  and  acknowledged  ability. 

He  faid  further,  itiat  the  prefent  application  was  not  for  a 
trifling  relief,  but  for  an  efiential  alteration  in  the  legal  efta- 
blifliaient  of  the  religious  conftitution  of  the  country ;  for 
an  intptfrium  in  imperio  5  for  a  degree  of  power  being  given 
to  Proteftant  Diflenters,  which  was  extremely  alarming,  and 
ought  to  be  Oppofed  by  every  man  who  held  the  conftitution  of 
his  country  facred,  and  who  regarded  the  religion  of  his  coun- 
try in  its  proper  light,  as  the  foundation  of  all  our  liberties. 

Sir  Adam  Ytrptfjan  declared  he  rofe  principally  to  fet  the  Sir  .^dW 
hoAouraUe  gentleman  right,  re%p£ting  one  of  his  aflcrtions,  ^trgnfin. 
Re  had  laid,  the  Proteftant  ^Diifenters  enjoyed  more  fireedom 
of  tokrati<m  in  England,  than  any  fe£l  enjoyed  in  any  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  globe ;  the  aflertien  was  ill  founded. 
The  feltgion  of  this  united  kingdom.  Sir  Adam  obferved^ 
was  notorioaOy  of  two  kinds;  epifcopal  in  England,  prefty- 
teriati  in  ScothAd.  The  Epifcopalians  who  were  in  Scot- 
land, conffequently,  were  diflenters  from  the  eftabliflied  church 
there.  No  fe£l  whatever  could  enjoy  greater  toleration.  At 
Edinburgh  they  had  a  very  large  churchy  and  performed  their 
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religious  offices  with  the  greateft  fplendor  and  (he  greateft 
freedom.  It  wa§  a  matter  much  td  the  honour  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh.  What  was  more,  thofe  of  the  eftaWiftied  church 
of  England  who  lived  in  Scotland  were  fuffered  loexercifc 
their  religion  there,  without  being  afked  to  fubfcribe  to  any 
article  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  or  to  give  any  teft  what- 
ever of  their  principles*  He  took  notice  alfo  of  the  abfurdity 
of  calling  upon  Diflenters  to  fubfcribe  to  articles  oppofite 
to  their  religious  opinions,  andiaid,  he  feared  there  mic^ht  be 
found  fome  inftances  of  diflcntingminifters  having  fuhfcribcd 
the  thirty  nine  articles,  feveral  of  which  they  did  not  believe. 
Sif  y.Cwi-  .  Sir  J.  Goodricke  thought  it  was  the  propereft  time  of  any  to 
rickg»  grant  the  relief  requefted  ;  union  was  much  wanted  through- 

out the  kingdom,  and  this  would  promote  it,  inftead  of  caufr 
ing  any  heats  oranimofities  ^  they  fubfifted  now  for  wane  of 
fuch  a  meafure. 
Sir  Henry  Sir  Hittry  HoghUn  faid  a  few  wprds  to  clear  the  Americans, 
lleghtn.  Q^  ^}jg  authority  of  Dr.  Franklin,  from  the  charge  of  pcrfe- 
cuting  the  clergy  there  of  the  church  of  England, 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  motion  pafled  almoft  unani- 
moufly,  and  the  Houfe  went  i.«.to  a  committee  direfily,  Mr. 
Montagu  in  the  chair.  A  refolution  was  made,  that  leave 
^)e  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  the  Pro^ 
tefta4it  diiTenting  minifters  and  te^cherff. 

j/)rd  h'evf'     The  Houfe  was  refumed. 

hfvtn*  Lord  Niwbavin  hoped,  as  a  fpirit  of  toleration  and  libc- 

fality  had  gone  forth  in  the  Houfe,  that  the  relief  he  had 
to  propofc  for  Ireland  would  not  want  for  fuccefs.  When 
he  moved  for  a  general  enquiry  into  the  laws  refpeding  the 
trade  of  that  kingdom,  he  was  told  that  he  was  too  general, 
and  ought  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  fome  fpecific  relief.  He 
had  therefore  adopted  that  mode.  But  before  he  intimated  it, 
he  would  b^g  leave  to  fsjy  a  few  words,  and  but  a  few  words, 
the  matter  having  already  been  fo  amply  difcufled.  The  noUe 
Lord  th^n  took  a  curfory  review  of  the  trade  of  l.rcland. 

The  fa<as  which  his  L^dlhip  ftatcd  to  fliew  how  much 
the  diftrefied  ftate  of  Ireland  afFefied  England,  were,  that 
on  an  average  of  the  laft  ten  years  the  exports  from  England 
to  Ireland  were  decreafed  about  fix  hundred  thoi^fand  pounds, 
and  in  the  two  laft  years  they  had  de(:reafed  feven  hundred  and 
fixteen  thpufand  pounds  :  that  the  exports  from  Ireland  in 
the  laft  two  years  had  decreafed  one  hundred  and  fifty-iive 
thoufand  pounds;  on  which  decreafe  75,000!.  wcf£  on  the 
ftaple  of  linen;  that  the  exports  from  England  into  Ireland  on 
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sn  average  of  ten  years  were  two  millions  fifcy^reven  thourand 
pounds  i  that  the  imports  from  Ireland  into  England  were 
butthirteen  hundred  and  fifty-three  tboufand  pounds  ;  fo  thai 
the  balance  in  favour  of  England,  on  an  average  of  ten  years, 
was  feven  hundred  and  four  tboufand  pounds  flerling  per 
annum,  which,  multiplied  by  the  ten  years,  plainly  fliewed 
tba  England  gained  by  the  trade  of  Ireland  alon^  feven  mil- 
lions and  forty  tboufand  pounds  in  that  time. 

He  moved,  '^  that  the  (loufe  will,  on  the  19th,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ads  of  Par- 
liament relating  to  the  allowing  the  importation  of  fugars 
from  the  Weft  Indies  into  Ireland." 

Governor  Pownall  faid,  he  was  not  againft  the  motion  for  Ccfftmvt 
relieving  Ireland.     He  did  not  objeft  to   it  on  that  ground  j  ^«'*^- 
but  faid  the  motion  would  raife  alarms  here,  and  do  no  good 
to  Ireland  \  therefore  be  wifhed  to  fee  the  motion  extended 
to  fomeching  that  would  give  a  real  and  fubftantial  relief  to 
Ireland,  ^nd  that  too  upon  the  ground  and  principle  of  fyftem. 

Sir  George  Yonge^  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Cierke^  Mr.  Cruger^  Sir  Ge§. 
&c*  w^re  againft  the  propofition,  on  the  ground  that  though  ^«>r'>^^ 
Ireland  m»y  have  fuiFered  in  her  trade  fince  the  American  war, 
yet  this  fiatiori  had  fuffered  infinitely  more ;  if  (he  had  loft 
500CK  a  ycfir,  England  had  loft  almoft  as  many  millions ; 
and  that  upon  the  whole,  to  give  Ireland  any  farther  indul- 
gences than  thofe  ihe  at  prefent  enjoyed,  might  very  poffibly 
endanger  this  kingdom  on  the  fovcreignty  ihe  held  over  her. 

Mr.  Townjbendy  Lord  Nugent^  Lord  Biaucbampy  Gen.  Con"  i^,.  Tomi 
wjy,  Mr.  IVelbore  Ellis^  &c.  contended  for  the  propriety, y&M^^^^ 
the  expediency,  and  the  policy  of  the  motion,  maintaining 
that  it  was  a  fpecific,  fimple  propofition,  and  could  not  be 
of  any  one  difadvantage  to  Great  Britain  ;  befides,  that  the 
profperity  of  Ireland  was  too  efTential  to  this  country  not  to 
give  her  every  encouragement  that  could  poffibly  begiven« 

The  queftion  w^s  put :   for  it  47;  againft  it  42. 
March  li. 

S'lTjo/eph  Mawbeji.    I  have  prefumed  to  draw  the  atten-  %\fj$fiph 
tion  ot  the  Houfe  to  a  qiieftion  of  great  importance  to  the  ^^^^^' 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe ;  a  queftion  relative  to  the 
right  wbich  the  noble  Lord,  who  is  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
American  depaftment,  c]aiii)s  to  a  feat  ainpngft  us,  whilft  he 
fills  tbiit  o^ce. 

From  a  due  fipofe  qf  my  own  inability,  I  have  wiflied, 
ever  fince  the  illegality  of  his  fitting  bere  occurred  to  me, 
(now  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago)  that  this  queftion  might 
have  been  brought  forward  by  fome  gentleman  of  greater 
weight  and  ability  than  myfelf  ^  and  for  that  purpofe  I  fug- 
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gfcftcd  tliofe  wilhcs  to  tcvtni  genttctncti  of  this  Houfe.  No 
ftch  pcrfon  hating  ftood  forth  on  this  occafion,  I  think  I 
fliould  ill  difchargc  the  duty  I  owe  to  th«  great,  rcfpcdable, 
and  independent  cottnty,  which  has  done  me  the  honour  of 
fending  me  hither  as  its  re]f>rercntitive,  if  I  neglefted,  think- 
ing as  I  d#  upon  the  matter,  to  agitate  tfiis  queftioh.  In 
this  pmfuit  I  nope  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  neeef- 
fary  to  me  on  all  cccafions,  but  mbre  particularly  fo  ac  this 
iimte,  when  I  am  much  afraid  It  will  not  be  in  my  poWcr  to 
iftale  toy felf  heard. 

I  tfm  AWare,  Sir,  that  rtiany  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  and 
others  without  doors,  will  iuppofe  I  am  aduated  on  this 
bcctifton  by  perfon^l  connderations.  To  fuch  it  may  be 
proper  to  fay,  I  disclaim  all  perfonal  motives  whatetner. 
The  noble  Lord,  whoTe  adminfftration  I  have  uniformly 
oppofed,  becaufe  I  dififer  entirely  with  him  on  the  lejalrty 
a$  well  as  expediency  of  rhe  American  tfar,  has  never  given 
wht  iny  perfonal  offence ;  befidcs,  I  havd  been  led  by  educk- 
tiott,  refleaiort,  and  cTonviaiort,  to  think  highly  of  that  great, 
joft,  and  neceffary  Revolution,  at  the  end  of  the  hft  ciciitury, 
^hicti  fecured  our  civil  and  religious  liberties.  I  have  been 
Ted,  in  confequence,  to  entertain  a  verreratTon  and  refpeft  for 
the  nobtie  ahd  gaflah't  fpiritB  who  took  the  leskd  in  that  Re- 
volution. Amongft  the  foremoft  of  that  normber,  I  read  with 
plcafure  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  a  nobleman  not 
more'.diftinguilhed  for  the  graceful  nefs  of  his  manner^,  h\$  love 
(bf  literature  and  the  mo<es,  than  for  his  fttady  and  incor- 
rupt patridtifm.  The  nobtc  Lord  who  -fits  oppnfite  to  me^ 
is  the  grandfon  of  th«  amiable  nobleman,  And  as  fuch  my 
mind  has  entertained  a  pri-jiidice  in  his  favour.  I  am  very 
little  acqu*intied  with  that  noble  Lord,  but  I  maybeiBow- 
cd  to  fay,  that,  having  had  the  honour  a  few  times  in  my 
lift  of  nrfeting  htm  round  the  fame  tvfbf^,  his  good  humour, 
good  fcnfe,  ard  complacency  ftavc  been  fuch,  as  in  no  de- 
gree to  Icflen  that  prepofftffion. 

Rut  it  may  be  faid,  I  am  influenced  merely  by  motives  of 
6pporit!or\  to  adminiftratroo.  i  Wi(h  to  fay  a  word  or  two 
upoA  that  head  :  I  have  faft  a  corifidcYable  time  in  this  Houfc, 
nnfv  n^r  twenty  yWrs,  during  alifidfctfte  ^holeof  ^hich 
<timfe  I  haVfe  bcett  in  ojjptofition  ;  nbt  b^aufe  of  any  diilike 
to  the  perfons  of  miniftcrs,  but  becaufe  I  thoiifelVt  thicir 
m^afdrei  wfcrfc  futh,  tfiat,  as  an  hbndl  artd  ihdepenfcnl  man, 
I  ought  not  to  approve.  There  was,  indeed,  afliorr,  very 
ihott  adminiftrartoA,  Whoft  generd  iticafutes  1  ftrppotted,  toe- 
.'cauft  i  thought  it  fofuiided  on  thte  trtieft  principles  ofcon- 
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ftkutiooal  liberty^  and,  if  I  may  ufe  the  exprefiion,  oF  a 
great  ornament  of  this  Houfe  at  the  ttme^  now  unfortunate- 
ly no  more,  becaufe  it  appeared  tome  to  be  upconneded 
with  '^  tbe  man  that  wanted  wifdom,  and  held  principles 
iacompsitible  with  freedopi/'  The  members  that  coropofcd 
that  adminiftration  feemed  to  me  to  realize  their  profeflions; 
they  procured  to  be  eiiaSed  propoiitioms  they  had  thrown 
out  whilii  in  oppofition;  they  repudiated  and  rejeSed  aAs 
tbey  had  oppofed  when  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Of  that 
adminiftratton  I  will  only  lay,  that  every  man  in  this  Houfe; 
every  man  in  this  city^  every  man  in  this  kingdom,  muft  now 
be  coavinoed,  thai,  if  it  had  continued  till  this  time  in 
ppwer,  or  their  fucceflbrs  in  office,  and  tbe  noble  Lord  in 
cjye  blue  riUtoa  in  particular  had  adopted  their  priftciples, 
we  0)ould  not  luaw  be  deploring  the  melancholy  fituation  of 
tbis  country;  a  fituation  which  has  brought  diftrefs  and 
ruio  to  our  merchants,  manufiaAurers,  and  tradefmeo  i  a  fi- 
tuation which  has  tarnifhed  the  glory  of  the  Englifli  name 
abroad,  and  has  brought  on  almoft  national  bankruptcy  at 
home.  If  the  members  that  compofed  that  admrniftration 
(hould  CQote  again  into  power,  ftrengthened*  as  I  hope  thejr 
will  be  by  sentlemea  who  have  in  general  thought  alike  on 
potiticai  fttbjeds,  unlefs  they  defert  their  principles,  they 
will  have  my  cordial,  though  it  fiiould  be  feeble,  fupport. 

When  I  talked  of  the  man  that  wanted  wifdom,  and  held 
principles  incompatible  with  freedom,  I  truit  no  gentlemaa 
that  bears  me  will  think  I  can  be  weak  enougli  to  believe 
that  puUic  ipirit  and  integrity  are  the  growth  of  any  par* 
ticidar  country,  much  lefs  that  they  are  to  be  found  only  on 
tbe  particular  fule  of  any  particular  river.  There  never  was 
a  time  when'  I  did  not  deteft  fueh  an  idea ;  with  all  the 
zeal  of  youth  (and  young  men  who  are  honeft  are  apt  to 
be  zealous)  1  at  that  time  contemned  fuch  an  opinion; 
fentiments  of  that  fort  are  only  fuited  to  the  breafts  of  the 
loweft  of  tbe  vulgar;  they  were  never  entertained  by  me.  Tbe 
Scottifh  nation  have  flicwn  theififelves  in  all  times  friends  to 
freedom;  I  may  appeal  for  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  to 
the  refiftaace  they  made  to  the  tjrranny  of  their  own  kings ; 
I  may  appeal  to  their  oppofition  to  the  defpotic  m^afures  of 
Charks  the  FirA ;  I  may  appeal  to  their  conduct  at  the  Ke«  ' 
volution,  and  afterwards ;  if  any  thing  has  made  them  ap- 
pear ]tb  fbrwanJ  in  the  fuppon  of  general  freedom  in  our 
own  times,  I  fear  it  may  have  arifen  from  the  indifcriminate 
atuife  which  has  been  thrown  upon  them  as  a  nation.  There 
ate  many  gfrockmen  in  this  Houfe,  of  that  country,  and  ma* 
^y  without  doors,  with  fome  of  whom  I  have  the  honour  of 
3  being 
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t>eing  Acquainted,  whofc  abilities,  integrity,  and  love  of  li- 
berty, are  exceeded  by  no  fet  of  men  whatever.  The  time* 
js  come,  1  truft,  when  Engliflimen,  when  Scotchmen,  Wclfli- 
ixien,  and  Irishmen,  will  unite  and  refcue  the  King  and 
country  (rom  meafures,  which,  if  perfifled  in,  muft  bring 
ruin  upon  both. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  why  not  have  taken  up  this  queftion 
fooncr?  My  anfwer  is,  it  did  not  occur  to  mc  when  the  no- 
ble Lord  was  admitted  to  this  prefent  office.  Indeed,  in  my 
own  opinion,  this  is  as  fit  a  time  as  anv  to  agitate  the  quef- 
tion.  If,  when  the  noble  Lord  was  iirft  appointed,  togive^ 
as  it  was  faid,  vigour  and  energy  to  the  councils  of  the  crown, 

.  I  had  then  attempted  to  bring  forward  this  enquiry,  thinking, 
as  I  Have  always  thought,  of  the  injuftice  and  inexpediency 
of  the  American  war,  it  would  have  been  faid,  I  wanted,  on 
that  account,  to  deprive  the  public  of  his  ferviccs.  Indeed, 
it  wouk)  not  have  oeen  poffible  for  me  at  that  time  to  have 
ftopped  Kis  career,  when  he  was  mounted  on  the  great  horfe, 
unconditional  fubmiflion,  and  furrounded  by  gentlemen  in 
thisHoufe,  encouraging  his  progrefs  by  the  offer  of  thirteen 
and  fourteen  (hillings  in  the  pound.  The  time  is  come  when 
they  have  recovered  their  fenfes,  and  have  found,  inftead 
of  transferring  their  public  burthens  to  the  Americans,  they 
are  loaded  with  taxes  which  neither  tbey  nor  their  pofterity 
will  fee  the  end  ofl 

That  I  do  not  take  up  this  queftion,  and  other  enquiries 
I  mean  to  make,  as  a  meer  meafure  of  oppofition  tominiftcrs, 
mufl  have  appeared  by  the  motion  I  made  a  ihort  time  ago, 

^  for  a  copy  6f  the  appointment  of  the  American  commiilioners, 
with  a  view  of  (hewing  that  they  were  precluded  thereby 
from  fitting  in  this  Houfc,  That  motion  had  a  tendepcy  to 
afied  the  leats  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I  entertain  very  great 
rcfpeft,  and  who  have  in  geiieral  agreed  with  mc  in  political 
condud  here.  •  That  motjon  will  fufEciently  manifeft  my 
impartiality.  I  applied  to  no  one  to  fecond  that  motion, 
believing  a  gentleman  who  had  before  allowed  the  inference 
I  meant  to  draw  from  it,  would  have  done  it ;  as  it  is,  I 
(hall  not  make  it  again,  but  {^all  be  ready  to  fecond  fuch  a 
motion,  if  any  one  elfe  will  make  it. 

With  all  my  veneration  for  the  Revolution,  T  am  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  the  oppofition  it  met  with  from  a  confidera- 
hie  party,  and  the  prelTure  of  the  times,  begat  the  neceffity  of 
heavy  taxes,  and  introducing  a  plan  and  fyftem  of  funding 
or  borrowing  money  on  the  expeded  produce  of  thofe  taxes, 
which  has  fince  been  carried  to  a  height  that  muft  fill  every 
thinking  man  in  this  country  with  the  moft  feiarful  apprc 
J  '  hcnfions. 
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faffl/ions.  The  patriots  of  thofe  times,  however^  aware  of 
the  influence  the  crown  would  acquire  by  the  eftabliflxment 
of  new  officers  for  the  coIleSipg  and  managing  thofe  taxe^s, 
took  care  to  difqualify  fuch  officers  from  fitting  or  voting  in 
this  Houie.  Hence  arofe  the  various  ads  of  Parliament  efta- 
Uifhing  fuch  difquali  Beat  ions. 

Before  the  Revolution  there  were  but  few  difqualiiication^ 
affefling  the  elefted.  I  knoy^r  but  of  two  a6ts  of  Parlla- 
ment,  one  in  the  firit  year  of  rfenry  the  Fifth^  confining 
t^eirrefidence  to  the  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  for  which 
they  ferved  j  the  other  the  23d  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  fefped- 
ing  knights  of  (hires.  There  were,  indeed,  certain  difqua- 
lifications^  by  the  icx  et  confuetuda  Parliamenti\  as  that  nei- 
ther aliens  nor  minors  fliduJd  be  eledcd  ;  that  the  clergy 
could  not,  be  chofen^  becaufe  they  fit  in  convocation;  per^ 
Tons  attained  of  treafon  or  felony  could  not  fit,  becaufe  they 
arc  unfit  to  fit  any  where :'  the  judges,  my  Lord  Coke  fays, 
cannot  JUt,  becaufe  of  their  attendance  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords* 
hi  niy  poor  opinion  there  may  be  another,  and  as  good  a 
reafon  affigned,  and  that  .ij,  that  it  is  highly  improper  to 
blend  the  Tegiflative  and  judicial  capacities  together. 

kere  let  me  remark,  by  the  way,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
judges  of  Englahd  are  prevented  by  the  law  and  cuftom  of 
Parliament  (which  is  the  law  of  the  land)  from  fitting  in 
the  Houfe  ot  Commons,  and  the  judges  of  Scotland  are  de^ 
dared  incapable  of  being  ele£lcd  by  the  aiS  of  the  7tb  Geo. 
thcSecond^  the  very  great  improprictv  of  the  judges  for  the 
principality  of  Wales  fitting  in  this  Houfe. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  matter  to  the  conisderation 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  this  day  moved  to 
augment  the  Welch  Judges  falaries,  and  to  the  notice  of  the 
gentleman  who  complained  of  the  want  of  qualification  in  the 
commiffioners  of  the  land-tax  for  certain  counties  there^ 
hoping  that  they  will  bring  in  a .  bill  to  c;;cclude  Welch 
judges  (after  this  Parliament)  from  a  feat  in  this  Houfe;  they  • 
ifball  have  my  affiftance  in.  that  bufinefs,  believing,  as  I  do, 
that  it  is  highly  proper,  that  the  venerable  and  chafte  cha- 
ra£^er  of  a  judge  ihould  not  be  injured  and  leflened  by  poll* 
tical  altercations  here.  I  have  no  ill-will  to  the  three  or 
four  gentlemen  of  that  defcription  at  prefent  amongft  us,  for 
whom  I  bear  refped ;  but  when  I  wifh  to  guard  t\\\%  Houfe 
from  the  improper  influence  of  the  crown,  it  is  impol&hle 
forme  not  to  wiih  its  influence  in  this  inftance  corre£^ed. 

The  afi.  Sir,  of  the  5tb  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  laid  a  duty  on  fait,  beer,  ale,  and  other  liquors,  ex* 
prefsly  declared,  that  no  perfon  concerned  in  farming,  ma- 
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Aaging,  or  collecting  the  faid  duties  (hall  be  capable  of 
fitting  in  Parliament.  It  alfo  difqualifies  the  managers  of  all 
.other  aids  that  fhall  hereafter  be  granted.  The  nth  and 
12th  of  King  William,  excluded  the  comn\iffioncrs  of  ex- 
cifc,  of  appeal,  comptrolltrr,  and  auditor.  The  rath  and 
13th  of  King  William  excluded  the  commilTioiicrs  of  the 
euftoms.  it  went  further,  and  even  forbids  them  from 
ufing  any  influence  with  \'otcrs  under  certain  penalties. 
The  ait  of  the  4th  of  Qiieen  Anne  went  ftill  furtKfery  and 
excluded  various  deft:riptions  of  mcn^  all  of  whom  ait  ex- 
prcfsly  declared  incapable  of  being  cleded  by  the  aft  of  the 
6th  of  Queen  Anne. 

This  z&  of  the  6tb  of  (^ecn  Anne,  Mr.  Speaker,   is  en- 
titulcd,  "  An  aaforthetecurity  of  lier  Waj^rfty's  perfonand 
government,  and^of  the  fitcccffion  of  the  crown  in  the  pro- 
teftant  line.'*     It  was  become  ncccflary  to  make  divers  altc- 
rations  in  relation  to  the  ad  paffcd  in    the  Parliament  of 
Ehgland,  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  reign,  on  accouot  of  the 
happy  union  of  England  and  Scotland.     The  asthfeaion  of 
this  aft  runs  in   thefc  words,  •*  And  be  it  further  cnaficd 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  no  pcrfon,  who  fliall  have 
in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  any  perfon   or  perfons 
in  truft  for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,-  any  new  office  or  place 
of  profit  whatfocver  under  the  crown,  which,  at  any  time 
fincc  the  25th*  day  of  Oaober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 705, 
has  been  created  or  eleded,  nor  any  perfon  who  (hall  be  a 
'  commiflioner,  or  fub-commiffioner  of  prizes^,  fccretary  or  re- 
ceiver of  prizes,  nor  any  commiffioner  of  tranfports,  nor  any 
commiflioner  of  the  iick  and  wounded,  nor  any  agent  for  any 
regiment,  nor  any  commiflioner  for  any  wine  licences,  nor 
any  governor  nor  deputy  governor  of  any  of  the  plantations, 
nor  any  commiflioner  of  the  navy  employed  in  any  of  the 
♦out-ports,  nor  any  perfon  having  any  penfion  from  the  crown 
during  plcaluic,  (hall  be  capable  of  being  eleftcd,  or  of  fit- 
ting or  voting  as  a  member  of  tfce  Houfe  of  Co^nmons,  in  any 
PaHiament  which  fliall  be  hereafter  fummon^  and  hoidcn." 
The  27th  feftion  of  the  fame  aft  runs  as  f6Hows : 
•*  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enaded,  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent for  the  future  too  great  a  number  of  commHSoners  to 
'be  appointed  or  conftituted  for  the  execution  of  any  office, 
that  no  greater  number  of  commiffioners  (hall  be  made  or 
'tonftltuted  for  the   execution  of  any  office,  than  have  been 
employed  in  the  execution  of  fuch  refpedive  6f8ce  at  fomc 
'  time  before  the  firft  day  of  this  Parliament."     The  ad  goes 
*on  and  declares,  that  the  eleftion  and  return  of  all  fuch  ftail 
be  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpoTes  wbate^Fer^  and  if  any 
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fcrion  declared  incapable,  {hall  prefume  to  fit  or  volte  a» 
a  member  of  any  future  Houfe  of  Commons,  fucb  perfpn  fQ. 
fitting  or  voting,   ihall  forfeit  500I.   to  be  rccoyered   by 
fuch  perfon  as  fhall  fuc.     There   is  aMb  a  claufe  dedarine 
every  perfon,  difabled  to  be  eleScd  to  fit  or  vote  in  the  Houlc; 
of  Commons  of  any  Parliament  of  England,  {hall  be  difabjie^ 
from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  any  ParliameiM! 
of  Great  Britain;  andafpecial  claufe  that  the  commiiSoners. 
for  the  difpofal  of  398,085!^  to  be  given  by  way  of  equivalent/ 
to  Scotland,  fhall  not  b?  thereby  difablcd. 

The  ift  Geo.  I.  fedl.  ii.  cap,  56.  difabU$  any  perfoa. 
from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Comxiions,  who  {hall  have  any 
pcnfion  from  the  crown  fox  any  term  or  number  of  years, 
and  fubje£ls  f|;ich  perfon  as  {hall  fo  {It  to  the  penalty  of  20U 
per  day. 

The  17th  cff  Geo.  II,  regulates  the  ele£lions  of  meoibert 
to  ferve  for  Scotland,  &d  incapacitates  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  fe£oa,  court  of  jufti^i  rv,  and  barons  of  the  court 
of  exchequer  in  Scotland,  from  being  eb£ied  members  o( 
Parliament. 

During  the  admini{lrationQf  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  varioui 
attempts  were   made  to  jedrain  the  influence  of  the  crpwa  ' 
over  this  branch  of  the  legiflature  i  place  and  pen{ion  bills 
were  frequently  brought  in,  and  two  or  thre^e  times  adually 
p^ed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  were  as  often  loft  in  thtf 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament.     On  the  retreat  or  removal  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  an  A<9t  of  Parliament  was  however  paf- 
fed  in  1742,  15th  Geo.  II.  ^y^hich  difabled  the  commiffionert 
of  revenue  ia  Ireland,  tijip  commi{fioners  of  the  navy  and  vie* 
tualling  offices,  clerks  in   various  departments,  and  many 
other  defcriptioas  of  men,  who,  from  their  fituation,  werc^ 
fuppofed,  natural  enough,  tob^  under  influence^  from  fiCing; 
in  Parliament,  zx^i  fubjeding  fucb  as  {bould^  notwithflano*/ 
i^t  prefi^e  to  fit  and  yoto,  to  a  penalty  of  20l.  a  day. 

In  the  33d  Geo.  II*  an  ad  pafTed  tq  oblige  members  to 
deliver  in  a  fcb«^dule  of  their  qualificatioos,  and  take  and 
ftibfcribc  an  oaih  of  the  fame,  Thefe^  Sir,  are  all  the  dif- 
({ualiiications  op  the  perfons  to  be  elected  toParliamentt  ex- 
cepting that  there  are  three  a<3s  in  the  reign  of  Qyeen  Anne, 
and  onie  in  the  reign  of  George  11.  difabling  the  regifters, 
or  their  deputies,  A^r  the  three  Ridings  in  York{hire,  and 
the  county  of  Middlcfex,  from  fitting  in  Parliament. 

Having  $hus  given  a  general  account  of  all  the  A£la  of 
Parliament  onthefubje£t  of  difqualification,  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  fhtWf  that  the  noble  Lor4  who  boldt  the  office  of 
^  z  fecretary 
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fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  American  department,  has  no  right 
to  a  feat  in  this  Houfe. 

That  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  is  of  very  ancient 
eftabliihment  in  this  kingdom,  I  am  ready  to  allow,  though 
they  were  hot  always  confidered  of  equal  importance  as  now. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  acquire  all  the  knowledge  I  could  of 
that  office  •,  I  think,  therefore,  1  am  warranted  in  faying^ 
thaft  there  never  was  more  than  one  fecretary  of  (late  till  to- 
wards the -end  of  the  rcien  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  Charo- 
berlayne  fays,  ip  a  very  old  edition^  **  In  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eigl^th,  there  was  but  one  fecretary  of  ftate;  but  to- 
wards the  end  of  that  reign  it  was  thought  fit,  that  weighty 
and  important  office  fliould  be  difcharged  by  two  perli^ns, 
both  of  equal  authority,  and  both  ftiled  princip.1l  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  one  for  the  fouthern*  th^  other  for  eiie  iiorthern 
department." 

Two  fecretaries  of  ftate  onjy  were  appointed  at  the  fame 
time  in  King  Henry's  reign.  In  the  time  of  his  fucceflbr, 
Edward  the  Sixth,  there  were  only  two  fecretaries  of  ftate^ 
till  towards  theclofe  of  his  reign  ;  a  third  fecretary  was  then 
ippointed  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  John  Cheek.  Of  this  appoint- 
ment, as  I  exped  to  hear  much  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  i  will  prefently  fpeak  more  fully. 

In, the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  there  were  but  two  fecre- 
taries of  ftate ;  there  were  no  more  in  the  reign  of  King  of 
James.  In  the  reign  of  Charley  the  Firft,  there  were  but 
iwOji  they  were  fecretary  Windcbink,  at  one  time,  and  Coke ; 
knd  afterwards.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  elder,  fucceeikd.-  At 
the  Reftofation  Sir  Edward  Nicholas  and  Sir  William  Mor* 
ticc  were  the  fecrictaries.'  On  or  about  the  year  1670,  Hen- 
ry Lord  Arlington  fucceeded'  STr  Edward  Nicholas,  and  Sir 
John'TreVpr  Sir  William  Morrice.  There  continued  to  be 
only  two  fecrotaries  of  ftate  during  .the  remainder  of  King 
Charles 'the  Second -s  reign.  There  were  but  two  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  Second.  There  were  no  more  than  two 
ill  that  of  King  William,  hor,  I  believe,  in  that  of  Queen 
Anne;  at  leaft  in  that  part  of  it  which  preceded  the  year  1705. 

'Having  thus  fhewn  that  originally,  and  till  the  end  of  the 
.rciRn  of  Henry 'Vtll.  there  was  but  one  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  afterwards  but  two  (except  in  the  fingle  cafe  of  Sir 
John  Cheek,  in  Edward  VIth*s  t1m(^)  I  now  proeeed,  to 
cake  more  particular  notice  of  that  appointment. 
*  I  contend,  Sir^  that  that  precedent'  is  not  fuch  as  fliould 
have  attention  paid  to  it.  It  was  eftablifiied  in  a  time  of  fac- 
tion, and  exifted  but  a  moment.  Geritlemen  know  that 
i^  Duke  of  Northumberland  plotted  to  bring  thecrov^n 
•>'      »   "'      •        •  '  into 
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into  his  own  family»  in  confequence  of  the  marriage  of  h\% 
ion  the  Lord  Guildford  Dudley  with  the  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
who,  after  the  king's  fifters  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  was  prc- 
fumptivc  heir  to  the  throne.  He  prepared  himfelf  accordingly  ; 
fomc  of  his  creatures  were  put  into  old  offices^  for  others' 
new  offices  were  created.  Sir  John  Check  had  been  the 
king's  preceptor;  he  had,  it  may  be  reafonably  prefumed, 
in  confequence,  an  influence  over  the  royal  mind.  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Cecil  had  befides  married  Sir  John  Check's  lifter,  and 
Cecil  had  at  firft  objefted  to  the  fettlement  of  the  crown  ii|^ 
favour  of  the  Lady  Jane,  though  he  afterwards  became  a  wit* 
ncfs  to  it ;  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  Northumber- 
land's views,  to  gain  Sir  John  Cheek  a  new  office,  a  new 
appointment  was  therefore  created  for  him,  that  of  third 
fccrctary  of  ftate  ;  he  had  befides  douceurs  given  him.  Sir 
Willam  Pctre  was  the  other  fecretary ;  a  man,  I  may  fafely 
fay,  without  principle ;  who  ferved  four  crowned  heads,  in 
that  capacity,  as  different  in  tntelled  and  turn  of  mind  as 
principle;  namely,  Henry  the  eighth,  Edward  the  fixth. 
Queen  Mary,  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  Strype,  in  his  eccie-  , 
fiaftical  memorials,  in  1553,  %s  of  Sir  John  Cheek, 
'  "  In  the  next  month,  viz.  June,  a  third  fecretary  wat 
appointed  (a  thing  not  known  before)  viz.  Sir  John  Cheek, 
whofe  love  and  zeal  for  religion  made  him  fafe  to  the  intereil 
of  Lady  Jane;  and  a  gift  was  added  to  him,  tnd  his  heirs, 
of  Clare  in  Sfiilblk,  with  other  lands,  to  the  yearly  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds." 

That  the  appointment  in  his  favour  was  merely  the  refult 
of  political  arangpment,  to  forward  the  Duke  of^  Northum* 
bcrland's  views,  I  think  is  beyond  a  doubt ;  he  was  ap-' 
pointed  in  1553 ;  ^'"g  Edward  died  on  the  6th  of  July  fol- 
lowing, and  on  the  19th  of  the  fame  month,  the  Lady  Jane 
refigncd  her  pretenfion  to  the  crown ;  fo  that  Sir  John  Cheek 
could  only  have  held  that  o^ce  for  a  month.  That  be  was  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland's  principal  agent,  I  have  no  doubt ; 
he  fled  on  Mary's,  acceffion  ;  he  \fas  brought  back,  iropri- 
foned  in  the  tower,  fnd  flripped  of  his  fubftance  ^  to  fave  hit 
life  he  figned  a  decUration,  profeffing  popery,  and  died  in 
1557,  contemned,  as  |ie  deferyed  to  be,  by  all  good  men,  for 
wanting  principle.  I  truft  the  Houfe  will  agree  with  me, 
that  fuch  a  precedent,  in  fuch  a  time,  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
and  for  a  month  only,  deferves  not  the  leaft  attention. 

I  am,  Sir,  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  upon  what  ffround  the  noble 
ford's  right  to  a  (eat  in  ;his  Houfe,  will  be  defended.    I 
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contend  that  it  is  a  new  office,  new  in  faft,  though  not  ia 
name.  The  noble  Lord  fcems  cautioufly  to  have  avoided 
iany  new  defcription,  and  therefore,  in  die  grant  on  the  ta- 
ble, it  is  called  the  office  of  one  of  his  Majefty*6  principal 
fecretari^  of  ftate;  bat  the  truth  is,  his  Lordmip  is  fecrc- 
tary  of  ftatc  for  the  colonies  only^  Look  into  the  red  book, 
there  you  will  find  the  officers  of  the  different  departments; 
thofe  lor  the  fouthern  and  northern  departments,  and,  under 
the  head  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies^  the  name  of 
(he  noble  Lord  ;  his  office  is  confined  to  the  correfpondence 
with  the  colonies  and  America  only  ;  enquire  of  your  gene- 
rals, enquire  of  your  Admirds,  fomc  of  whom  arc  now  in 
the  Houfe,  they  will  tell  you,  that  their  orders  came  through 
t\\c  office  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  have  been  informed,  I 
believe  from  pretty  good  authority,  that  his  Lordfhip,  as 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  difpofcs,  in  that  capacity, 
of  all  employments  there  ;  they  have  given  in  the  grant  an 
old  name  to  a  newoffico^  with  a  manifeft  intention  of  avoid- 
ing deteAion,  and  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne.  I  truft  fuch  aa 
evafion  will  not  fuffice. 

But,  Sir,  if  gentlemen  Ihould  ftill  entertain  doubts,  whe- 
ther it  be  or  not  a  new  office,  they  muft  allow  at  leaft  that 
it  is  an  exteiition  of  an  old  one ;  and,  as  fuch,  the  ooble 
Lord  is  rendered  incapable  of  being  elefted,  and  of  fitting  and 
vptin^  in  this  Houfe.  The  2  7th  I'eftion  of  the  aft  of  the  6th 
of  Qiieen  Anne,  which  I  have  juft  read  to  yon,  applies  ex- 
prefsly  to  this  very  cafe ;  it  declares,  in  order  to  prevent  too 
great  a  numl;)er  of  commiffi  Micrs  from  being  aqppointed  for 
the  execution  of  any  office,  that  no  greater  number  of  com- 
miffioners  fliall  be  appointed  for  the  execution  of  any  office 
than  have  been  employed  ii^  the  execution  of  fuck  refpec- 
tivc  office  before  the  firft  day  of  that  Pa^rliament^  It  is  in- 
cumbent therefore,  on  the  noble  Lord^  or  his  friends,  to 
prove,  that  before  that  Parliament,  there  exifted  more  than 
tftvo  fecretaries  of  date,  which  I  contend  never  was  the  cafe, 
except  during  a  fingle  month  of  Edv^rd  the  Vlth's  time;  a 
precedent  which,  from  what  I  have  faid  pf  it,  I  truft  will  not 
have  any  weight. 

The  offfce  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  was  firft 
eftablifhed  in  1 768,  in  favour  of  the  Earl  of  HilUbcrrottgh ; 
he  was  fuccecded  in  177^  by  Lord  Dartmouth  ;  in  1775  the 
noble  Lord  over  the  way  took  that  office.  I  have  blecn  in- 
formed, that  a  very  refpeftable  gentleman,  now  dead,  who 
firas  afterwards  chanceltor  of  the  exchequer,  I  mean  Mr. 
3  Charles 
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Charles  Townfhcnd,  had  once  a  ftrong  defire  for  this  office } 
bat,  on  enquiry,  he  believed  it  would  difable  him  from  a 
feat  in  this  Houfe^  and  he  therefore  dropped  fuch  intention. 
It  has  been  reported,  that  a  very  honourable  and  able  gentle- 
man, lince  alfo  dead,  onte  agitated  this  queftion,  with  a 
view,  like  mine,  to  fhcw,  that  the  office  difqualifies  from  a 
feat  in  this  Houfe.  I  had  great  perfonal  refpeft  for  that  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  whatever  I  might  think  of  him  as  a 
minifter;  he  has  left  this  country  a  tegacy,  which' alone  will 
tranfmit  his  name  to,  pofterity  with  honour  ;  I  mean  the  aft 
for  trviQg  controverted  eleftions,  and  I  have  forgot  his  er- 
rors. If  thathonourable  gentleman  ever  did  agitate  fuch  aquef- 
tion,  I  am  fare  it  was  not  in  this-  Houfe.  In  his  time  the  office 
was  filled  by  a  peer  of  Parliament,  and  could  not  have  been- 
the  objeft  of  Parliamentary  difqualification.  He  muft  have 
gone  alone  on  the  power  of  the  crown  to  eftablifh  fuch  aof 
office,  a  queffion  entirely  difFrent  from  mine. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  Houfe,  in  ifluinff  the 
writ  for  a  new  eleftion,  and  by  receiving  the  noble  Lord 
again,  after  the  acceptance  of  his  prefent  office,  has  decided 
t!ic  queftion  in>  his  favour.  In  the  courts  below  I  have  al-' 
wavs  underftood,  a  precedent,  adduced  from  a  tranfaftion 
pafiing  fub  Jjlentioj  without  argument,  without  an  hearings- 
has  no  weight.  No  man  will  contend,  that"  a  tranfaftion,- 
Kaftily  and  inadvertently  taken,  when  the  queftion  of  law 
was  not  thought  of,  can  give  a  right  to  a  feat  in  this  Houfe, 
againft  a  exprefs  aft  of  Parliament.  Such  an  idea  is*  as  new, 
as  it  is  ill-founded. 

On  the  whole.  Sir,  I  truft  I  have  ftiewn  that  the  noble 
Lord  fits  in  this  Houfe,  againft  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  an  aft 
cf  Parliament,  which  ought  to  be  ftriftly  enforced  in  times' 
like  the  prefcnt,  when  private  diftrcfs,  and  public  difficulties* 
prefent  themfelves  too  forcibly.  Let  us  not  forfeit  the  good 
opinion  of  onr  conftituertts,  by  tolerating  the  violation  of  anf 
aft,  intended  to  prcferve  this  noufc  from  corruption  and  ui>^ 
due  influence.  They  will  grumble  the  more  at  the  heavy 
burthens  this  ruinous  and  wicked  war  has  brought  upon  them, 
^hzn  they  think  the  members  of  this  Houfe  fliare  in  th© 
^ils,  and  fatten  by  the  votes  tliey  ^ve  in  fupport  of  it. 

Before  I  make  the  motion  1  have  in  my  hand,  I  muft  de- 
fire  the  clerk  will  read  tfic  25th  and  2'7th  feftipns  of  the  aft 
of  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne.  [The  clerk  read  thofe  feftions^ 
and  alfo  Lord  George  Germainc's  commiffion,  for  the  office 
rf  fcttetary  of  ftate^J    I  now  move  you,.  Sir, 
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**  That  the  Right  Honourable  George  Germaine,  com- 
monly catled  Lord  George  Gcrmaine,  having,  lincc  the 
cottimencement  of  this  prefent  Parliament,  been  appointed' 
tbj  and  ftill  holding,  the  office  of  one  of  his  Majefty's  prin- 
cipal fccretaries  of  flate,  in  addition  to  the  two  ancient  of- 
fices for  the  fouthern  and  northern  department,  waSj  and  is 
difqualified  from  fitting  and  voting  in  this  tioufe,  by  an  a£): 
made  in  the  6th  year  of  Qgeen  Anne,  entitled,  "  an  aft  for 
the  fecurijty  of  her  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and 
of  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  the  protcftant  line,** 
Hon.  rem-  Hon»  71  Luttfell  ftood  up  to  fecond  the  motion,  with  an  car- 
pkLuttreU.  ^^^  defire  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of  the  eflcntial  fervice  the  ho- 
nourable member  rendered  the  public,  by  endeavouring  to  en- 
force, at  this  day,  the  aft  of  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne.  He  was 
prefent  in  the  Houfe  when  the  worthy  baronet  firft  apprized 
the  minifters  of  his  intention,  and  confefTed  it  appeared  to  him 
that  Sir  Jofeph  had  then  entered  on  the  outline  of  his  argia- 
ments  with  great  clcarnefs  and  and  judgment.  % 

The  motion  now  agitated  particularly  applies  to  a  noble 
Lord  facing  me,  and  I  think  he  is  properly  brought  forward, 
becaufe  we  were  candidly  told  by  the  other  noble  Lord,  who 
courted  him  to  an  acceptance  of  this  office,  that  the  fecreta- 
ryfhip  of  flate  for  the  colonies  would  certainly  not  come 
Within  the  lift  of  places  created  fince  1705,  [which  lift  had 
been  ordered  by  the  Houfe  ;  ]  it  is  therefore  underflood  by 
the  noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribbon,  to  be  an  office  of  an- 
cient inftitution,  before  our  American  plantations  had  an 
cxiftence ;  for,  fince  the  days  of  the  firft  Britilh  fettlers,  in 
that  quarter  of.  the  globe,  till  the  year  1705,  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  affirm,  that  there  never  have  bfeeri  three  fcx:rcta- 
ries  of  ftate  for  the  kingdom  of  England^  and  its  dej>enden- 
cies.  ^' 

To  dcmonftrate  therefore,  that  this  commiffion  is  within 
the  true  conftruftion  of  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  I  (hould 
think  totally  needlefs;  and  that  I  need  only  ftand  up  to  fe- 
cond the  motion  literally,  without  further  trouble  to  the 
Houfe,  had  not  recent  experience  within  thefe  walls  con- 
vinced me,  that  there  Are  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  floor,  of  a  very  learned  and  refpeftable  profeffioji,  whofc 
fuperior  faculties  of  mind  I  greatly  admire,  but  who,  with 
the  moft  fpecious  refinement  and  dexterity,  can  make  every- 
thing here  carry  with  it  the  femblance  of  law  and  reafbn^ 
or  the  contrary,  juft  as.  may  beft  correfpond  with  their  po* 
litical  purpofes.  A  commander  in  chief  of  your  fleet  de- 
clares '  Uefore  this  Houfe  [the  grand  inquefl  of  t]^e  iiationj 
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that  he  was  prevented  from  renewing  the  battle  with  ttie 
cncmv,  becaufe  an  inferior  officer  under  his  command  did 
not  obey  his  fignal  fo  to  do,  which  was  flying  i'everal  hours. 
The  inferior  officer  cxpreflly  allows  the  faft,  yet,  fay  foroe  of 
the  long-robed  orators  to  the  right  of  your  chair,  the  faft  is  not 
known  to  the  Houfe,  fo  as  to  cftablifh  thereon  an  applica- 
tion to  thc^  crown  for  an  enquiry.  The  judgment  of  the 
court  martial,  now  on*  your  table,  which  competently  de- 
decides,  without  appeal,  upon  the  charges  brought  before 
them,  pronounce  thofe  charges  to  be  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  ;  yet,  fay  the  fame  learned  gentlemen,  we  cannot 
poffibly  proceed  upon  that  adjudication,  nor  admit  there  was 
any  malice  in  the  cafe,  in  confequence  of  which  to  addrefs 
the  executive  power  on  behalf  of  the  people  we  reprefent, 
and  remove  a  public  fervant,  obnoxious  to  the  whole  king- 
dom and  dangerous  to  the  ftate.  However,  thefe  very  cour- 
teous ^vcxrates  can  themfelves  proceed,  in  a  hioft  fummary 
way  to  rejudge , the  judges,  and  their  feritence  ;  and  without 
hearing  the  one»  or  pretending  to  undedHand  the  evidence 
which  induced  the  other,  condemn  both.  I  fay  therefore, 
that,  if  a  new  world  was  found  out  for  us,  by  the  two.  (hips  ' 
BOW  adventuring  under  Commodore  Cook,  and  another  court 
calender  made  up  of  the  places,  containing  as  many  depart- 
ments as  there  are  members  of  this  Houfe,  I  doubt  not  but 
ibme  crown  lawyer  would  hold  it  his  duty  to  plead,  that  thefe 
offices  were  of  ancient  Handing,  fome  time  fince  the  creation 
of  the  globe,  previoufly  to  the  year  1705,  and  therefore  ex- 
cepted in  the  claufc  of  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  which  li- 
mits the  general  exclufion  of  placemen,  I  (hall  obferve  that 
the  occauon  and  fubjeft  of  the  aft  are,  in  my  opinion,  per- 
fcftly  evident.  Through  the  exorbitant  revenues,  and  in- 
creafing  power  of  the  crown,  corruption  had  made  very 
alarming  ftrides  amidft  thefe  beaches,  and  caufed  juft  ap-» 
preheniions  for  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  and  mainte-* 
nance "of  our  free  tonftitution.  But  the  moi^  immediate  mo* 
tive  for  the  aft  I  take  to  be  this.  The  Whig  adminiftratibrt 
of  that  ara  teftified,  on  many  occalions,  a  fufpicion  (and 
the  latter  years  of  her  Majcfty*$  reign  proved  it  ftot  alto-* 
gether  groundlefs)  left  Qneen  Anne  mould,  before  the  clofe 
of  her  political  career,  wi(h  to  reftore  the  unhappy  family  of 
Stuart,  to  which  (he  was  fo  near  in  blood,  rather  than  ele-* 
vatc  to  the  throne  her  remote  relation  of  the  houfe  of  Brunf* 
wick.  The  fummef  preceding  the  aft  of  1 707  the  Pfincefs 
Sophia  of  Hanover  had  been  naturalized,  when  the  fon  of 
Vol,  XI.  R  ,  Jainct 
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James  11.  immediately  made  his  appearance  on  the  oppofice 
coafts,  and  medicated  an  invaiion.  The  introduftion  of  a  Jaco- 
bite miniftry  might  give  birth  to  new  offices,  and  new  cmo- 
himents,  the  temptations  of  which,  ihoold  fecure  a  clear  ma- 
jority m  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  favour  the  reftoratioa 
of  the  StnartS)  againft  the  Hanover  fucceffioo.  The  aft  is  en- 
tiled, <<  an  aA  for  the  fecority  pf  her  Majefty's  pcrfon  and  go- 
vernment, and  the  fucceifion  of  the  crown  in  the  Proteftantline.'* 
It  was  a  primary  objeft  of  the  aft  in  queftion,  to  confine  the 
patronage  and  influence  of  the  crown  within  the  bounds  it 
then  had.  And  the  clear  interpretation  of  the  aft  is,  **  The 
oembers  of  the  Houfes  of  Parliament,  have  already  a  fiiffi- 
cient  (hare  of  loaves  and  fifhes,  and  they  fhall  poffeft  no 
more."  Now  comes  the  queftion;  whether  the  office  of  a  third 
fecretarr  of  ftate,  in  addition  to  the  two  former  fecrctaries^ 
add  to  tne  number  of  placemen ;  and  whether  there  is  a  nrir 
acceffion  of  court-patronage  ?  Will  any  gentleman  contend, 
that  theVc  is  not  new  honour,  new  authority,  new  emolu- 
ment, and  new  proteftion?  Look  at  the  new  appointed 
falaries  of  the  fecrctarics,  clerks,  &c.  and  confider  that  the 
noble  Lord  has,  by  virtue  of  this  office,  become  chief  mini- 
fte'r  for  the  civil  war,  on  the  other  fide  the  Atlantic.  As  a 
commiffioner  for  trade  and  plantations,  he  could  certainly 
^  not  have  excrcifed  the  fame  power  officially.  But  will  it  be 
maintained,  that  the  noble  Lord,  is  ftill  one  of  the  commif- 
fioncrs  for  the  board  of  plantations  merely  under  another 
denomination  ?  I  have  the  noble  Lord's  own  word  in  this 
Houi'e,  that  he  is  not  more  a  lord  of  trade  than  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  "  nominally  [fays  the  noble 
Lord]  ftands  in  the  commiffion  as  well  as  myfelf;*'  [for 
his  Grace  of  Lambeth  is-not  named  in  the  commiffion.]  1 
prefume  he  meant  the  Bilhop  of  London  ;  and  if  that  pFciate 
fliould  be  appointed  to  the  noble  Lord^s  office,  I  imapne  it 
could  not  but  be  confidefed  as  a  new  and  diftinft  poft. 
However,  if  the  noble  Lord  can  fhew  that  he  is  ftill  at  the 
head  of  the  board  of  trade,  I  fhall  not  be  forry  for  it;  be- 
caufe  I  fhnll  then  know  to  whom  I  fliould  apply,  upon  thofe 
commercial  concerns  which  muft  ere*  long  call  for  the  feri- 
ous  attention  of  the  Parliament ;  and  for  which,  it  feems, 
no  one  member  of  adminiftration  holds  himfelf  peculiarly 
reiponfible.  Let  us  now  confider  the  office  of  fecrerary  of 
ftate ;  and  much  to  the  purj)olc  may  be  learnt  from  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  the  Firft.    He  ftates  the  two  fccreurics  of  ftate,  in 
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his  time  to  be  eileotially  different  as  to  character,  dignity, 
and  duties  of  office,  from  what  they  were  in  caiiier  days, 
before  tke  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  fo  that  the  cafe  cited 
by  tke  member  who  made  the  motion,  from  the  memoirs  of 
Sir  JcAd  Chceke,  cannot  poffibly  apply.  The  ftatute  of  pre- 
cedency ihews,  that  there  was  but  one  principal  fecretary  to 
the  king,  al  the  end  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  r6igh.  At  whofe 
acceffioD,  Fox,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  lord  privy  fcal, 
had  been  appointed  to  that  high  and  important  pofl ;  and  a 
very  ingenious  author  in  that  age,  fays,  that  the  accefHon  of 
of  wealth  which  came  to  the  king,  on  the  doceafe  of  his  fa- 
ther, as  well  as  foreign  correfpondencies,  and  many  literary 
controverfies  about  religion,  made  it  a  ufeful  and  neceiTary 
office.  Before  the  appointment  of  this  eccVeiiaftic,  there 
was  no  officer  of  rank  about  the  court  in  a  fimilar  flation. 
There  were  focretaries  indeed,  and  clerks  to  the  feveral 
boards  of  ftate,  particularly  to  the  King's  council,  I  fay, 
therefore,  again,  that,  if  we  are  told  from  over  die  way 
[as  the  hoaotirable  member  furmifes]  that  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Sixth,  upwards  of  two  centuries  ago,  there  were  ^ 
three  or  foor  fecretaries  of  ftate,  I  deny  the  faS  ;  or  that  a 
fingle  precedent  in  point  can  be  produced  before  1705,  when 
the  operation  of  the  aA  commences ;  but  even  fuppofe  that, 
at  fome  obfolete  pteriod,  for  a  fpecial  purpofe,  or  from  nc- 
gleft  to  call  in  the  old  commiliion,  dire£lly  upon  ifTuing  the 
new  one,  there  might  have  been  three  officers  fome  what  con* 
fonant  to  our  modern  fecretaries  of  ftate ;  I  am  confident 
that  plea  would  never  be  brought  forward,  were  the  great 
oracle  for  the  law,  of  theoppotite  form,  here  in  his, place 
the  Attorney  General] ;  for,  if  I  much  miftake  not,  I  have 
icard  him  pofitively  fay,  that  even  afts  of  Parliament,  may 
bave  a  prefcript;ive  difiiftnce,  by  which  they  are  virtually 
cancelled.  At  the  accefSon  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  that 
king  for  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  put  the  office  of  lord  high 
fieward  of  England  into  commiffion,  and  appointed  nine 
perfons,  many  of  whom  were  commoners,  to  execute  its  fer- 
vice,  and  enjoy  the  fees  :  now,  if  the  minifters  of  thefe  days 
were  to  advife  their  foveriegn  to  do  the  fame,  and  we  had 
nine  commiffioners  among  uf$  for  the  office  of  lord  high  ftew- 
ard,  could  gny  member  of  Parliament  confcicntioufly  or 
confiftently  with  his  duty  to  the  public,  vote  that  fuch  com- 
mifiioners  were  meant  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  aft  of  Queen 
Anne,  as  holding  appointments  of  ancient  and  eftahlifhed 
cxiftence  ?     If  fuch  evafions  and  quibbles  hold  good,  how 
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can  the  aft  poffibly  take  the  cfFeft  intended,   which  was  to 
ftop  the  further  influence  of  the  crown,  and  by  new  offices 
or  enxoluments  out  of  the  public  purfe,  feduce  the  delegates 
of  the  people  from  their  integrity  and  independence  )     1  uri- 
derftand  the  noble  Lord  is  foon  to  be  called  up,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  command,  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords;    there- 
fore, the  part  I  now  take  cannot  be  deemed  a  perfonal  at- 
tack upon  him  ;  if  we  vote  him  out  of  our  company,  it  may 
probably  expedite  his  patent  of  peerage.     Surely,  Sir,  the 
numerous  majority  of  Monday  laft  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment, refpefting  the  good  management  of  the  navy,  and  the 
vote  of  the  preceding  week,  which  declared  it  judicious  and 
neceflary  to  fend  twenty  fail  of  the  line  to  a  (Ution  off  Breft, 
when  there  were  from  twenty -feven  to  thirty-two  of  the 
line  at  that  port,  and  not  anotlier  man  of  war  at  home  equip- 
ped  for  battle ;    no  body  of  troops  in   readinefs,    to  de- 
fend us  from  invafion ;    I  fay  thefc  majorities  prove  that 
there  are  perfons  enough  among  us,  fubfervient  to  the  nod 
of  a  minifter,  and  court  places  enough  for  every  good  end, 
without  infringing  the  ftatute  of  1707.   Let  us  draw  the  line 
where  the  pofitive  law  <  f  the  land  has  drawn  it,  and  not  wreft 
the  letter  of  the  law,  to  an  interpretation  diametrically  the 
reverfe  from  its  legiflative  fpirit.     The  honourable  member's 
motion  muft  then  fucceed.     It  is  not  that  I  affefl  adifefteem 
for  placemen  in  general ;  to  ferve  our  country  in  a  poft  of 
truft  and  induftry,  I  hold  to  be  Kighly  honourable ;    but  I 
would  have  the  labourer  worthy  of  his  hire ;  attached  to  go- 
vernment lb  long  as  he  can  remain  attached  confiftently  with 
his  obligation  to  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  community  at 
large  ;  but,  I  by  no  means  approve  of  thofe  offices  which  in- 
creale  in  value,  jufl  in  proportion  to  the  accumulating  diflref- 
fes  of  our  conftituents,  and  weight  of  taxes.     Many  holders 
of  fuch  offices  are  now  in  my  eye  ;  when  the  interefts  of  the 
executive   power  are   at   variance   with    the  legiflature  (as 
is  too  vifibl)  the  cafe  at  preient)  a  reform  of  minifters  muft 
ere  long  con  t^il  the  evil,  and  thofe  oiily  can  be  called  honcfl 
or  loyal  who  endeavour  to  reconcile   the  will  of  the  King 
their  inaftcr  with   the  wifhcs  or  his  fubjefts.     It  indeed  be- 
comes us  to  be  doubly  vigilant' at  this  crifis  over  the   rights 
of  thofe  who  lent  us  hither,    becauie  we  know,   and  daily 
feel,  the  inordinate  influence  of  bad  men.     But  I  forefee, 
iooking  round  me,    that  we  fhall  have  but  a  fmall  number 
go  forth  in  behalf  of  the   motion.     Were  I  alone  on  this 
qucfljon,.  till  1   hear  more  cogent  arguments  in  its  favour, 
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than  I  am  yet  aware  of,  I  would  on  no  account  yield  up  the 
point  without  a  diviiion.  Th€re  are  many  gentlemen  of 
great  abilities,  with  whom  I  ufually  have  the  fatisfaftlon  to 
agree  in  opinion,  who  are'abfent  on  this  day;  and  I  wifh 
the  condoA  of  thofe  prcfent,  in  faving  fo  valuable  an  office 
as  the  third  {ecretaryfhip,  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  fane- 
tion  a  very  bitter  remark,  I  have  often  heard  without  doors^ 
upon  the  outs  as  well  as  the  inns  ;  which  is,  that  both  par- 
ties agree  in  making  the  public  fpoil  as  large  as  poffible. 
The  ftake  of  places  and  falaries  they  both  hold  facred,  and 
on  no  account  to  be  diminiihed,  though  they  wrangle  and 
fight  about  the  fharingof  it;  if  however,  fuch  idea  fhould  be 
imprcflcd  from  the  early  part  of  this  day's  buiinefs,  I  fhall 
ftilihopc,  that  the  zeal  of  the  oppofition,  upon  the  contrac- 
tors biU,  which  is  to  come  00  next,  will  prefeve  tlieir  cha- 
.  rafter  for  dlfintereftednefs '  and  fincerity. 

Lord  George  Germaine  faid,    after  the  handfome  manner  ^^  ^<*'X» 
in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  introduced  the  mo-  ^<»'»«^* 
tion,  he  fliould  not  Jake  up  much  time  of  thd  Hoi^fei  .  Wbca , 
the  poft  was  offered  to  him,  h6  took  the  bcft  advice,  and  w.W  ' 

informed,  it  did  not  difqualify  him  from  holding  a  feat  in 
that  Houie  ;  if  he  had  fo  confidered  it,  he  Aever  would  have 
accepted  it.  It  was  no  new  office ;  his  feat  had  been  vacated, 
and  he  had  been  re-chofen,  without  any  objeftion ;  he  was 
fccretary  of  flate  at  large,  and  not  conneSed  with  the  board 
of  trade,  though  he  fometimcs  attends  as  firft  Lord, 

Mr.  De  Grey  (under  fecrctary  of  ftate  in  Lord  George's  lAx.DeGr^* 
office)  next  fpoke.  He  faid,  if  the  appointment  was  not 
new,  the  noble  Lord  was  then  eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
commons;,  he  had  many  precedents  fince  Queen  Anne's 
time,  to  ftiew  there  had  been  fix  different  appointments,  of 
three,  aod  once  four  fecretaries  of  flate.  He  had  alfo  the 
account  of  the  appointment  of  a  third  fecretary,  in  the  time 
of  Edward  the  Sixth,  as  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  that  made  the  motion,  of  which  he  would  fay  no- 
thing. In  the  year  1708-9  (a  time,  he  confcfTed,  fincc 
the  aft  of  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne)  more  bufinefs  arifing,  , 
thcQ^en  declared  in  council,  that  fhe  thought  it  fit  to 
create  a  third  fccretary  of  flate.  The  patent  was  the  fame 
as  the  noble  Lord's ;  it  was  given  to  a  peer.  There  was  an 
inflancc,  where  there  were  four  fecretaries  of  flate,  one  of 
whom  was  a  commoner,  that  was  in  1723;  there  were  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh  and  two  others  ;  one  of  whom  going 
with  ih^  Kitig  tp  Hanover,    Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  ap* 
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pointed  fourth  fecretairy  of  ftate.     A  new  writ  liTued  on  the 


4ih  of  Mjiy  1723,  he  was  rc-clc£tcd,  and  his  feat  was  never 
qoeftioned.  In  1730,,  it  was  not  given  in  as  a  new  place, 
when  the  account  of  fuch  was  called  for.     Lord  George  had 


been  're*ele&ed,  and  no  obje^lions  taken ;    there  had  been 
therefore  two  determinations  of  the  Houfe  ;  beiides^  the  of- 
fice of  paymafter  of  the  forces  had  been  divided,  and  no  ob- 
.jcAion  taKea ;   other  offices  had  alfo  been  divided,  and,  if 
aot  permitted  to  be  occupied  by  a  commoner,  it  would  be 
transferred  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.     The  late  Mr.  Grenville 
Jiad  enquired,   and  had  given  up  his  objef^bns;    befides,  it 
could  not  be  new.     Lord  George  fometimes,  in  the  abfence 
of  other  fecretaries,  had  introduced  ambafiadors. 
sif  Gttiji       Sir  Giorge  Thnge  faid  a  few  words,    expreffing  his  doubts 
Tonge.        whether  it  was  not  a  new  place ;   on  being  told  the  com- 
miiHon  ran  in  the  ancient  form,  he  exprei^d  himfelf  fatis* 
iied. 
ldtJ)iGhy.     Mr.  Di  Grey  tSien  moved,  to  ledve  out  the  words  of  the 
motion,  **  in  addition  to  the  two  ancient  offices  of  the  fouth- 
era  and  northern  department/*  in  which  he  was  feconded  by 
Lord  North. 
Mr.  Pultf     Mr.  Pulieney  then  rofc,  and  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  Heufc 
'^*  when  the  honourable  gentleman  opened  his  motion ;    but  he 

thought  no  ftrefs  fhould  be  laid  on  any  enquiries  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  for  it  was  impoffibk  he  fhould  think  of  any  quef- 
tion  like  the  prefcnt.  Lord  Hillfborough,  who  was  nrft  ap- 
pointed fecrctary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  held  the  office 
when  Mr.  Grenville  died  ;  and  therefore,  if  be  enquired  at 
all,  it  muft  hare  been  only  into  the  power  the  king  had  of 
cftablifhing  fuch  an  officer  ;  in  which  he  was  clearly  of  opi- 
nion, the  King's  right  to  make  fuch  an  appoinment  was 
clear.  But  the  queftion  now  is,  whether  a  man  holding 
that  office  can  fit  in  this  Houfe  ?  I  think  he  cannot;  be- 
caufe,  though  it  is  not  a  new  office,  yet  it  falls,  in  my  opi- 
nion, under  the  claufe  which  prevents  any  increafc  of  old  de- 
partments; a  blot  is  no  blot  till  it  is  hit.  The  cafes  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  brought,  of  there  being  three  and 
four  fecretaries  of  ftate  at  the  fame  time,  are,  by  his  own 
confcffion,  cafes  fince  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne,  iind  confe- 
quently  do  not  apply. 
LordiVtr/^.  Lord  North  faid,  he  thought  the  noble  Lord*s  feat  was  dc- 
fenfible,  asthelawnowftands.  The  claufe  the  honour  able  gen- 
tleman dwells  on,  talks  of  a  commiffioner  for  executing  any 
office,  and  the  claufe  prevents  any  incrcafe  in  the  numbpr  of 
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any  one  commiifioa.  Here  all  the  iecretaries  had  &paratei 
comoiifions,  and  feparate  iaUries.  Indeed,  if  the  crown 
ibonld  wantonly  and  unnecclTarily  increafe  the  number,  and 
to  a  great  extent,  it  would  not  be  borne* 

%\x  Jofipb  Mtnubiy  then  rofe  to  reply,  but  a  clamour  being  Sir  Jd^h 
made  tor  the  queftion,  and  Sir  Jofeph  perfifting  in  his  ri|ht  ^^^^h' 
again  to  fpeak,  the  fpcaker  faid,  it  was  ufual  to  indulge  with 
a  reply,  thofe  who  had  introduced  a  motion  to  the  Houie. 

Mr.  Rigby^  then  called  to  order,  and  faid,  the  honourable  Mr.  ttigiy* 
baronet  had  a  ri^t  to  fpeak,  for  ftnce  be  before  fpoke,  a 
notion  had  been  made,  and  he  had  not  fpoke  to  that. 

Sir  J({epb  Mawbty  then  faid,  that  before  he  came  that  day  ^JJ^yj^* 
into  the  Houfe,  he  believed  there  muft  have  been  difcovered,  *^^^^* 
fonae  precedents  which  had  efcaped  him,  from  the  confident 
manner  in  which  his  motion  had  been  reported  to  be  ill- 
fonoded ;  his  aftdnifhment  was  now  great,  on  finding  that 
the  a^oments  againft  it,  wete  fuch  z%  only  juftified  one  aft 
of  iU^ity  by  another ;  becaufe,  lince  die  6th  of  Queen 
Anne,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  fat  illegally,  therefore,  the 
noble  Lord  was  fo  to  fit*  The  Houfe  had  not  determined 
either  had  a  right  to  their  feats ;  the  objeftions  had  never  oc-* 
iQrred:  With  refpeft  to  the  office  of  pay-mailer,  he  con^ 
tended  it  was  illegally  ^lit,  if  both  the  poflefibrs  had  feats  ia 
diat  Houfe.;  it  was  illegal  that  a  third  vice  treafurer  of  Ire- 
land fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman below  him,  the  pay*mafter  of  the  forces,  had  a  right 
to  lie  alone  in  that  department,  and  if  he  ihould  be  quartered 
ODhim,  he  would  noove  he  (bould  have  a  bed  to  himfelf.  Let 
Qs  keep  this  Houfe^chafte,  and  corruption  in  the  other  Hdufe 
cannot  do  much  harm.  The  motion  for  leaving  out  the  words 
was  improper,  becaufe  the  words  in  the  motion  recited  the 
real  fad ;  however,  he  had  difcharged  his  own  mind ;  he 
ftill  thought  his  motion  proper,  and  would,  if  he  flood 
alone,  divide  the  Houfe. 

The  divifion  then  took  place,  when  there  appeared  only 
one  pcrfon  [bJIdes  the  two  tellers,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbcy,  and 
tke  h<raourable  Ten^le  Luttrell]  for  the  motion,  to  245 
againft  it ;  that  perfoh  was  the  honourable  James  Luttrell. 

Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  commtttee  on  the  bill 
for  excluding  contractors  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

Mr.  OnJUfuj  was  againft  the  fpeaker's  leaving  the  chair.  Mr.  QnJ^Tn. 
He  did  not  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  brought  in 
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the  bill  meant  it  for  the  good  of  his  country ;   but  in  his 
opinion,   it  would  produce  worfc  evils  than  tbofe  it  intended 
to  remedy.     It  would  force  the  minifter  to  put  up  all  con- 
trzdis  to  public  au£l:ion ;    difappointments,  frauds  and  fai- 
lures would  be  the  confequencc.    And  in  Parliament,  inftead 
of  refpcft^ble  merchants,  inftead  of  the  fair  contradors  with 
government,  you  would  have  their  fubftltutes,  and  the  very 
name  of  proxies  be  detcfted.     Belides,  he  thought  it  an  en- 
croachment on  the  privileges  of  the  eleftors,  that  the  Houfc 
fliould  determine  they  (hould  not  chufe  merchants  or  men  in 
trade  to  reprefcnt  them,  becaufe  poffibly  they  might  fell  their 
merchandize  to  government.     This  would  be  an  alarming 
innovation. 
thy. Good'      Sir  J.  GoQdricke  obfcrved,  that  tfie  bill  propofed  an  innova- 
rUkf.         rion  in  the  conftitution,  and  narrowed  the  eleAivc  powers  of 
the  people ;  that  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  fupported  on  very 
clear  and  folid  grounds  ;  that  do  fuch  grounds  had  been  al- 
ledged,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  went  to  the  cxclufion  of 
of  all  perfons  in  lucrative  employments,  and  of  all  officers  in 
the  army  and  navy ;   and  that  no  arguments  had  been  al- 
ledged ;   no  evidence  adduced  for  the  excluding  contraftors 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  more  than  any  of  the  above 
perfons*     He  faid,    that  in  regard  to  the  precluding  appre- 
hended governmental  influence  from  that  Houfe,  a  line  was 
drawn  by  law ;    that  it  was  a  judicious  and  a  conftitutional 
line,  not  to  be  departed  from  without  very  good  and  fub-^ 
ftantial  reafons,  which  had  not  as  yet  been  produced.     He 
obferved  further,  that  the  provifions  of  the  bill  were  fo  vague 
and  indetermined,  as  to  render  it  quite  nugatory  ;    that  the 
unavoidable  indefinite  nature  and  circumftances  of  contrafts, 
and  of  what  is  called  public  bidding,  not  in  the  leaft  re- 
ftrained  by  this  bill,  would,  after  its  paffing  into  a  law,  ftill 
allow  corrupting  minifters  to  have  as  many  efFef^ual  con- 
traftors  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  they  have  at  prefect, 
and  probably  with  more  detriment  to  the  public  intcrcfls. 
He  endeavoured  to  Ihew,  that  contracts  cotld  not  by  law 
be  infured  to  the  loweft  bidder,  without  imminent  prejudice 
to  the  public  fervice  ;  and  that,  if  this  bill  ;-eally  had  eiFed, 
the  mercantile  intcrcft  would  be  improperly  difcouraged,  by 
this  bill,  from  a  place  and  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Com-* 
mons,  becaufe  their  feat  would  interfere  with  the  purTuit  of 
an  honourable  and  profitable  branch  of  their  bufinefs  ;  to  wit^ 
the  acceptance  of  contrafts,  offered  to  them  by  government. 

Sir 
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Sir  ffiUiam  fVake^  thanked  the  framcr  Of  the  bill,  for  his  ^\sfFjrMhi. 
Ready  pcrfcverancc  in  fo  good  a  caufci  He  faid>  there  were 
merchants  enough  out  of  the  Houfe'^  and  the  bijl  did  not  pre- 
clude the  miniftry  from  contrafting  with  them;  but  he 
could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  that  the  temptation  of  a 
profitable  contraA  of  20  or  30,000!*  was  too  much,  and 
might  influence  men  to  vote  contrary  to  their  real  fentiments 
and  to  the  intereft  of  their  country* 

Sir  Thomas  Frank/and  faid,  it  was  well  known,  that  profit  Sir  rhemg$ 
and  \6(s  was  the  merchant's  God  and  devil ;  and  if  gain  had  fraakUndi 
an  influence  out  of  the  Houfe  with  men  in  trade,  why  not 
within  it  ?  He  told  a  droll  ilory  of  a  man  addreffiqg  a  letter 
to  him.  He  thought  he  was  miilakcn ;  but  upon  feeing  him, 
be  (aid,  No,  Sir,  I  find  you  have  great  parliamentary  inter- 
reft,  and  I  wifli  you  would  get  me  into  Parliament.  And 
fray,  faid.  Sir  Thomas,  what  are  you  a  corn-faftor  ?  And 
fuppoie  when  in  Parliament  you  would  get  a  good  contraft. 
I  (hould  be  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  He  told  him  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him ;  and  afterwards  be  went  down 
into  Yorklhire,  to  oppofe  fome  of  the  Yorkfhirc  members, 
and  for  this  he  got  two  valuable  contrafts, 

Mr.  James  Luttrell  faid,  he  hoped  he  ftiould  not  be  fingle  M"".  Jamm 
in  a  divifion  upon  this  bufinefes,  as  he  had  been  upon  the  ^""''*^* 
laft;  but  he  Ihould  never  be  afliamed  of  ftanding  atone  in  a 
good  caufe.  For  his  own  part,  he  faw  a  dangerous  minifte- 
rial  influence  arifing  from  contraftors  being  members  of 
Parliament,  arid  thought  it  ftrjftly  conftitutional  to  oppofe 
it.  He  confidered  the  poft  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colo- 
nics at  this  time,  as  no  othei;  than  a  contraft  of  emoluments 
and  high  honours,  deftruftive  of  the  indjependency  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  confidered  them  all  as  pernicious  to  the  very  foun- 
dation and  exiftence  of  the  conftitution,  and  he  had  leen  the 
cfiefts  of  their  having  feats  in  that  Houfe.  Would  that 
man,  fays  he,  who  has  a  contraft  for  cartouch-boxes  vote  for 
the  conciufion  of  the  war ;  or  he  who  fupplies  the  army  with 
checfe  and  fouercroute  ?  It  could  not  be  expefted  that  thofe 
who  lived,  who  fed  on  the  continuance  of  the  war,  would 
vote  for  its  conciufion. 

Sir  George  IVombwell  objcfted  to  this  conciufion  ;   faid  it  Sir  Cftft- 
might  as  wtU  be  declared,  that  officers  whofe  road  to  pre- ''^*"*'^'*  ♦ 
ferment  and. honour  lay  in  the  field  of  war,    would  vote  for 
peace.     He  fpoke  of  the  danger  of  little  men  buying  the  con- 
trafts,  and  the  misfortunes  that  would  arife  from  adventurers 
executing  the  bufinefs  badly. 

Vol.  XI.  S  Mn 
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Mr.  Fex,  Mr.  Fox  rofc  chiefly  to  obfervc  on  Sir  George  Womb- 
well's  remark,  that  it  was  a  perfonal  attack,  on  thoTe  who 
now  hold  contracts.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  fee  it  in  that 
Ught ;  but  if  the  gentlemen  in  that  fituation  prefent  confidered 
It  as  fuch,  they  ihould  have  retired,  as  Lord  George  Uer- 
main  had  done  on  the  former  queftion  refpe£ting  him. 

He  maxntaiiicd,  that  if  the  new-created  office  was  not 
within  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  the  coniraftori 
were ;  for  perfons  holding  great  emoluments  from  gorern- 
ment  were  within  the  claufe. 

The  parliamentary  cffed  of  contrafting  was  two*fold,  and 
both  the  a^ion  aiid  the  re-aftion  tended  to  deftroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Houfe.  He  tlien  dated  the  mutual  dbliga- 
tion  between  the  contraftors  and  the  minifter.  The  naini- 
fter,  in  the  firfl:  place,  faid  to  the  contraftor,  **  I  give  you  a 
good  contraft,  on  condition  that  you  give  me  a  good  vote  ;^ 
and  in  the  fcccnd  place,  the  contraSor  re-ads  upon  the  mi- 
nifter, "  I  hate  given  you  a  good  vote,  give  me  a  good  con- 
iraA ;  I  voted  for  yoii  the  other  night*  in  dircft  contradic- 
tion to  my  fenfes ;  I  voted,  that  we  had  forty-two  fhips 
ready  for  fea,  when  we  had  but  fix  ;  and,  I  voted  that  the 
French  fleet  did  not  confift  of  thirty-two  fhips,  when  Ad- 
miral Keppel  had  but  twenty  ;  though  lx)tli  the  fafis,  lay 
npon  thfc  table.  I  have  voted  all  this  to  do  you  fervicc,  and 
I  expcd  you  will  not  hefitate  to  give  me  a  good  thing ;  there- 
fore, you  rftuft  not  quarrel  with  me  for  two-pence  sa  gallon 
on  rum,  or  a  farthinj;  on  a  loaf  of  bread.*' 

And  lays  the  minifter  to  another,  •*  You  know  I  gave  you 
an  advantageous  contraft,  worth  to  you  2O,0oal.  therefore, 
I  muft  have  a  lure  vote  in  you."  Here  is  the  worft  of  all 
ties,  a  double  influence,  a  reciprocity,  which  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  remedy.  But  perhaps  the  infignificant  advantage 
of  feventy-fivc  per  cent,  is  nothing  in  the  coniideration  of  a 
huddling  trearury-lx>ard,  who  have  currency  and  fterling  al- 
ways at  their  eUx)w. 

The  Houfe  divided,  whether  the  fpeaker  fhould  leave  the 
chair;  for  it  124,  againft  it  165. 
t^rd  IfartB*      Lord  North  then  moved  to  put  off  the  further  coniidera- 
tion of  the  bill,  to  that  day  four  months ;  which  paffed  with - 
I  out  a  divi^on. 

March  12. 
!  Mr.  Qrd*         Mr.  Ord  reported  the  refolutions  whid»  the  committee  harf 

I  come  t^^  to  the  Houfe ;  \^hich  he  read  in  bis  phce,    and 
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afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  were 
ready  and  are  as  foUowech,  viz. 

Refulved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that^ 
towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  addi* 
tional  duty  or  charge  of  five  pounds  per  antum  be  laid  upon 
the  produce  and  amount  of  the  feveral  duties  and  revenues 
under  the  management  of  the  refpe&ive  commi^oners  of 
exciie  in  Great  Britain  (except  on  the  produce  of  the  duty 
on  beer,  foap,  tallow  candles  and  hides^)  the  faid  additional 
duty  of  five  pounds  ^  f^nr^xv  to  be  charged,  colleded,  paid^ 
and  drawn  back,  under  the  fame  rules  and  regulations,  and 
in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  as  the  prefent  duties  of  excife 
are  now  charged^  eolledted,  paid,  and  drawn  back.* 

That,  an  addi^tional  duty  or  impoft  of  five  pounds  psr  cen-i 
/8»  be  laid  upon  the  produce  and  amount  of  the  feveral  fub- 
ildies,  impofts,  and  other  duties,  now  due  and  payable  to  his 
Majefty,  and  colle£^ed  under  the  management  of  the  re- 
fpcdive  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  in  Great  Britain  ; 
the  faid  additional  duty  to  be  charged  and  paid  upon  the 
faid  fubfidiea,  impoils,  and  other  duties,  after  the  ufual 
difcounts  and  other  allowances  have  been  made  and  dedudied 
therefrom,  and  to  be  repaid  or  drawn  back  under  the  fame 
ruUi  and  regulations,  and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form, 
as  die  prefent  duties  are  now  charged,  collected,  paid,  and 
drawn  back. 

That  every  poft^mafter  inn-keeper,  or  other  perfon  \n 
Great  Britain,  who  (ball  let  to  hire  any  faddle-horfe,  or 
borfe  for  draught,  for  the  purpofc  of  travelling  poft  by  the 
mile,  or  from  ftage  to  ftage,  {hall  pay  annually  the  fum  of 
five  (hillings,  for  a  licence  for  that  purpofe. 

That  for  and  in  refpeS  of  every  faddle-horfe,  hired  by 
the  mile  or  itage,  to  be  ufed  in  travelling  poft  in  Great 
Biitain,  there  be  charged  a  duty  of  one  penny  for  every  mile 
fuchhorfe  (hall  travel  poft;  fuch  duty  to  be  paid  by  the  per- 
fon or  perfons  by  whom  fuch  horfe  fhall  be  fo  hired  or  ufed. 


*  This  refolutioii  was  re*committed,  and,  on  the  15th  of  March, 
malt  was  added  to  the  exc«>tion,  in  order  to  make  way  for  a  parti-^ 
cular  refolution  on  malt;  which  was,  that  a  duty  of  fifteen /^r  ctti^ 
turn  (hould  be  laid  upon  the  pn>duce  and  amount  of  the  feveral  du- 
ties  upon  m4tf  Tnis  refolution  was  made  on  the  i6tb  without  any 
debate, 
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That  for  and  in  rcfpcft  of  every  pair  of  horfcs,  hired  by 
the  mile  or  ftage,  for  drawing  of  a  carriage  in  travelling 
poft»  there  be  charged  a  duty  of  two  pence  for  every  mile 
fuch  pair  of  horfes  (hall  travel  poft  ;  fuch  duty  to  be  paid  by 
the  perfon  or  perfons  by  whom  every  fuch  pair  of  horfes 
ihall  be  fo  hired  or  ufed. 

That  every  peribn  who  (hall  keep  any  four-wheeled  chaife, 
or  other  machine,  commonly  called  a  diligence,  or  poft-coach, 
or  by  what  name  foever  fuch  carriages  now  are  or  here- 
after (hall  be  called  or  known,  for  the  purpofe  of  convey* 
ing  any  number  of  paflengers,  nor  exceeding  four*  for  hire, 
and  to  from  ftaee  to  ftage,  or  from  place  to  place  ihall 
pay  annually  the  fum  of  hve  (hillings  for  a  licence  for  that 
purpofe. 

That  every  four-wheeled  chaife,  or  other  machine,  com- 
monly called  a  diligence^  or  poll- coach,  or  by  what  namo 
foever  fuch  carriages  are  now  or  hereafter  (hall  be  called  or 
Hnown,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  a  number  of  pafiengers, 
not  exceeding  foqr,  for  hire,  to  and  from  ftage  to  ibge,.  or 
from  place  to  place,  (hall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  one  half- 
penny per  mile  fuch  carriage  (hall  travel,  to  be  paid  by  the 
owner  thereof. 

That  the  faid  refpe£live  ducies  be  under  the  management 
and  dircdion  of  the  commiflioners  of  ftamps. 

That  every  perfon  who  (hail  keep  any  office  or  place  for 
buying,  felling,  infuring,  regidering,  difpofing,  orotherwife 
dealinir  in,  any  tickets  or  'chances^  or  parts  thereof,  or  on 
the  numbers  of  any  tickets  in  any  lottery  whatfoever,  or  (hall, 
by  writing  or  printing,  publi(h  the  fetting  up  or  ufing  fuch 
olEcc  or  place*  (hall  firft  take  out  a  licence  for  that  purpofe. 

That  there  (hall  be  paid  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds  for  every 
fuch  licence. 

And,  That  the  monies  to  be  raifcd  by  the  faid  duties  (hall 
be  applied  towards  the  defraying  the  expences  attending  the 
commiflion  to  be  made  forth  for  managing  fuch  lottery, 
>fr.  Buffey.       Mr.  Hujfey  made  fome  objeftions  to  the  term*  of  the  loan, 
as  being  very  extravagant,  and  above  the  current  vahie  of 
money,  thereby  increafing  the  intercft  to  be   paid  to   the 
lenders,  and   the  taxes  to  be  impofed  on  the  public. 
Mr.y^cA-        Mr.  Jack/on  faid,  that  the  terms  were  not  quit^  fix  per 
Jon,  cent,  in  perpetuity, 

WU.FoM^         Mr.  foxy  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  con(idered  i(  was  4  very  ba4 
bargain  for  the  public. 
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Mr.  D.  Hartley^  So  many  found  and  unanfwerable  argu«  M'-  ^* 
ments  have  been  offered  by  the  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the  ^''''V* 
Houfe,  upon  the  general  "ftatc  of  public  credit,  and  more 
efpecially  upon  the  terms  of  the  prefent  year's  loan^  that  I 
can  have  but  little  to  add  upon  that  head.  The  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  treafury  is  reduced  to  this  dilenmia,  either 
to  coofefs,  that  the  terms,  which  he  has  given  to  the  fub- 
fcribers  for  this  year's  loan,  are  exorbitant  and  unjuftifiable, 
or  if  he  contends,  that  the  prefent  extortio6ous  rate  of  intc- 
reft,  which  he  allows  to  the  fubfcribers,  is  become,  under  his 
management  of  public  affairs,  the  national  rate  of  intereft 
for  money,  he  gives,  by  that  public  confeffion,  a  fatal  blow  to 
puUic  credit,  and  thereby  declares  that  the  national  refources 
are  at  the  laft  gafp.  It  is  within  a  few  years,  I  might  fay 
within  a  few  months,  that  the  flate  of  public  credit  was  fuN 
ficient  to  fupport  parliamentary  loans  for  the  public  ufe  at 
three  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  loan  of  this  pre« 
fent  year  is  at  the  rate  of  between  fix  and  feven  per  cent,  per 
annum.    The  extravagant  difference  of  the  national  rate  of  ^ 

intereft  at  periods  refpeftlvely  fo  near  to  each  other,  forms  a 
financial  paradox,  totally  novel  and  inexplicable,  according 
to  any  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  defended  by 
the  noble  Lord.  The  incongruity,  however,  is  apparent 
upon  the  confideration  of  the  manner  of  making  this  loan^ 
and  of  the  conftituent  p^rts  of  it.  If  the  noble  Lord  com*  , 
mits  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  money-lenders,  without  any 
financial  exertions,  or  prudential  provifions,  on  his  own  part, 
for  the  defence  of  public  credit  which  is  committed  to  his 
care,  what  c^n  he  expetEl  but  that  money-jobbers  (hould  im- 
pofe  their  own  junreftrained  terms  upon  him  ?  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  national  rate  of  intereft  {hould  rife  in  a  few 
months  from  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  five  per  cent  ?  This 
is  impo^ble ;  nor  do  we  find  that  money  upon  private  fecu- 
rities  has  rifen  in  any  fuch  enormous  proportion  ;  but  the 
noble  Lord  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon,  and  didated 
toby  the  money-jobbers,  who  have  no  view  whatfoever  in  their 
operations,  hut  to  procure  a  premium  to  the  loan  of  tl^e  year, 
without  any  confideration  of  the  rate  of  intereft  upon  the 
loan  itfclf.  Whether  that  rate  of  intereft  be  four,  or  five,  or 
fix  per  cent,  it  is  equal  to  them,  if  t|)ey  can  but  get  an 
exorbitant  premium,  for  tranfmitting  the  bargain  through 
their  hands.  When  any  one  bargain  is  offered,  the  premium 
Jiangs  over  the  bargain  itfelf^  while  negotiating,  and  brings 
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down  the  (locks  to.  a  lower  level }  thep  the  bargain  takes  a  * 
new  pofition,  or  ftarting  place,  from  that  reduced  level,  and  ' 
ftill  the  noble  Lord  is  bound  to  produce  an  exorbiiaat  fuper- 
added  premium,  to  a  bargain  already  blown  upon,  and  depre-* 
elated  under  the  imbeciHty  of  his  negotiation  ;  thus  adding 
extortion  to  premium,  and  premium  to  extortion,  at  the  mercy 
Qf  mercilefs  Jews  and  money -jobbers* 

If  the  noble  Lord  would  but  exert  the  faculties,  which  bis 
fituation  fuppHes  him  with,  to  do  juftice  to  the  public  in  dri* 
viug  their  bargains^  he  mrght  upon  the  funds  mortgaged  for 
this  Angle  year,  have  raifed  fome  millions  more  to  the  public 
fupply,  as  the  fubfcription  money  for  that  annuity,  which  he 
has  morgaged  to  the  public  creditors  in  the  loan  of  this  year. 
He  has  loaded  the  public  this  year  with  an  annuity  0/472,000!. 
fir  annum^  which  if  he  had  had  the  wifdom  to  have  proteAed, 
and  fupported  public  credit,  inftead  of  leayioe  it  adrift  at  the 
mercy  of  the  money-lenders,  n^ight  have  produced  more  thaa 
nine  millions  to  the  public  fupply,  inftead  only  of  fevenadu- 
ally  raifedy     This  faving  might  have  been  made,  even  allow- 
ing a  rife  of  the  public  iniereft  of  money  from  three  and  a 
half  tpr  cfnt,  (which  was  the  rate  not  Ion?  lince)  to  four  and 
^  half  p0r  cent,  for  the  loan  of  the  prcfcnt  year,  which  it 
needed  not  to  have  exceeded,  under  wi|'e  and  prudent  condu^ 
of  able  and  vigilant  min?ftersp     Above  two  millions  of  money 
might  thus  have  been  pfoducedto  the  public,  either  for  their 
current  expences,  or  in  diminution  and  abatement  of  the  pre- 
fent  enormous  outftanding  debt,  if  minifters  would  have  ex« 
crtcd  their  vigorous  powers  in  due  time,  for  the  fupport  of 
public  credit.     This  allowance  of  four  and  a  half  pn"  cenU 
as  the  national  rate  of  intereft  for  this  year*is  loan  (that  is  tq 
fay,  allowing  a  rife  of  intereft  upon  the  public  funds,  within 
a  few  months,  from  three  and  a  h^^lfto  four  and  a  hM per antn) 
is  full  and  adequate  to  any  fuppofeable  neceflary  rife  of  inte- 
reft  in   the  cafe,    if  minifters  had  given  their  attention  and 
exertions  to  the  fupport  of  public  credit.     But  even  at  five 
^/r  cent,  which  is  the  extreme  cafe,  and  which,  at  the  rate  of 
the  three  per  cent,  flocks  at  the  time  of  negotiating  the  prefent 
year's  loan,  was  above  the  current  rate  of  national  intereft, 
the  annuity  with  which  the  public  is  charged  this  year,  mighc 
have  produced  eight  million's  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
inftead  of  only  (even  millions  now  bargained  for.     So  much 
for  the  wafte  and  neglect  Qf  the  pHbUc.  r^fowt/:*  for  the  pre-* 
fent  year  1779. 
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The  fame  thing  likewtfe  happened  laft  year,  viz.  in  1778. 
Six  millions  only  were  borrowed  upon  the  fund  of  that  year, 
which,  according  to  any  reafonable  rate  of  intereft  for  that 
year,  if  miniihrs  would  have  otfcerted  theoifelves  ftrenuoufly 
for  tfiefupport  of  public  credit,  would  have  produced  to  the 
AippKes  of  that  year  above  (even  millions.  The  occaiion  of 
the  wafte  of  the  public  fuppites  was  the  fame  in  both  thefe 
afes.  In  the  firft  place^  the  total  neglefi  of  fupporting  pu- 
Wic  crvdit  on  the  part  of  miniftcrs ;  and  fecondly,  the  ill- 
judged  conftrudion  of  the  terms  of  the  loans  themfelvesi 
The  public  granted  the  flioft  annuities  as  they  are  called,  viz. 
thofc  for  the  periods  of  thirty  and  twenty-nine  years,  at  the 
rate  of  twdvc  years  purchafe  in  1778,  and  in  the  prcfcnt  year 
tt  clef  en  and  a  half  year's  purchafe,  although  they  were  in- 
trinHcatly  worth  four  or  five  year's  purchafe  more.  This  was 
fo  nrach  mere  wafte,  without  any  poffible  excufc.  Thefe 
bargains  were  not  even  to  the  gain  of  the  money  •jobbers 
thctnfdvcs,  as  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  fell  them  out  in  de- 
teil  in  any  degree,  according  to  their  intrinfic  value,  from  their  - 
novelty,  and  from  the  general  ignorance  abroad  of  their  real  va- 
lue. This  was  throwing  away  bargains  of  great  intrinfic  va- 
lue, at  the  expence  of  the  public,  upon  ignorant  purchafers^ 
who  from  that  ignorance  of  the  real  intrinfic  value,  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  give  you  any  greater  purchafe- money  for 
foch  bargains  than  they  would  under  twenty  other  (hapes  have 
given  for  a  bargain  Icfs  expenfive  and  onerous  to  the  public  by 
twenty  or  thirty  per  cent.  This  is  a  fpectmen  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  public  concerns  of  this  kingdom  are  cort-* 
duded. 

But,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  talks  much  of  hb  refources,  and 
indeed  they  had  need  to  be  large,  if  they  are  to  be  thirs  iavifh- 
ly  fquandered  away.  With  a«iy  coft^mon  degree  of  forecafi 
and  arrangement  of  meafures,  the  noble  Lord  might  havo 
favcd  a  perpetual  rent  charge  upon  this  country  of  150,000!.. 
a  year,  for  ever,  upon  the  loan  of  this  year,  and  another  per- 
petual charge  might  have  been  faved  the  lafl  year  of  half  aa 
nvch  more.  Thefe  favings  only  (lo  fpeak  of  no  others) 
night  have  been  fufiicient  to  have  provided  for  feveral  mil- 
lions more,  which  are  now  banking  upon  the  public  an  otft- 
ftaodiag  debts.  The  amoont  or  all  the  mortgaged  funds  flniaf 
taxes,  which  the  iioWe  Lord  hp  impofed  upon  this  country 
for  the  fiipport  of  a  curfed  Acnerican  war,  in  four  years,  in- 
dodtpg  the  prefeitt  year,  it  not  Hh  tkan  1 , 1 00,000  per  4mtumm 
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and  there  ftill  remains  between  fifteen  and  twenty  millions  of 

outftanding  debt  to  provide  for.  aC*        ' 

Navy  debt  '  '    "   '  .4-..^^         5,20o,coo 

Exchequer  bills  — —  "    »      2,o©o»coo 

Vote  of  credit  ■ ^  1  ,ogo,ooo 

Negotiable  paper  propofed  for  this  year  1,  joo,0oo 

Arrearof  the  linking  fund,  and  charges  anti- 
cipated upon  iCi  for  the  loan  of  this  year^  and 
the  deficiencies  of  the  two  laft  — —  1,500,000 

Befides  all  thefe,  the  general  arrears  of  war 
tanjiot  be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  io>oo3,oooK 
or  nearlv,  efpecially  as  a  Spanifh  war  feenis  not 
very  diftant  ■*—  '  to,ooo,ODO 

Total        21,000,000 

As  the  laft  article  in  this  account  may  poffibly  be  thought 
dueftionable,  I  make  a  great  dedudion,  when  I  ftate  the  out- 
ftanding debt  as  between  fifteen  and  twenty  millions^  fuppofe 
eighteen  millions  at  a  medium.  In  this  calculation,  I  go  by 
the  experience  of  the  laft  war,  fince  which  time  the  fcale  of 
public  expence  and  extravagance  is  unmeafurably  enlarged. 

I  have  fo  often  ftated  to  this  Houfe  the  cxpences  of  the 
American  war  from  time  to  time,  that  it  is  need  lefs  to  repeat 
them  in  detail.  I  will,  therefore,  only  ftate  in  <hort,  that  if 
they  were  laft  year  between  thirty  and  forty  millions,  as  I  then 
explained  them  to  be,  they  cannot  now  be  over^ftated  at  the 
full  fum  of  forty  millions  and  upwards. .  But'  is  this  the 
whole  of  the  account  of  the  expence  and  lofs  imputable  to 
this  accurfed  war  ?  No,  Sir,  by  no  mean<i»  Very  far  (horr» 
That  account,  when  laid  before  you,  will  ftrike  you  with 
terror.  What  think  you,  Sir,  of  a  deftruflion  and  annihi- 
lation of  another  forty  millions  of  capital,  to  the  fingle  fharc 
of  the  proprietors  in  the  national,  funds }  The  public  ftocks 
.  have  been  reduced  from  eighty-eight  to  fixty  per  cent,  a  fall 
of  near  thirty  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  capital  of  the  nacio* 
Aal  funds,  which  upon  a  total  of  near  150  millions,  h  not  lefs 
than  forty  millions  annihilated.  So  much  for  the  lot  of 
taxation  diftin&ly  and  feparately  impofed  upon  the  creditors 
in  the  public  funds,  over  and  above  their  refpeftive  ihare  of 
general  taxes  upon  articles  of  neceflity  and  of  daily  con* 
fumption«  Let  us  next  go  to  the  landholder,  and  make  an 
eftimate  of  his  feparate  lot  of  taxation,  over  and^bove  his 
proportion  in  the  conunQn  burthens  annually  impofed.     Is 
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no  part  of  his  riches  and  property  annihilated  and  deftf  oyed  t 
Here,  Sir,  is  the  heavieft  blow  of  all  to  the  foundation  of 
nadonai  riches.  What  is,  or  rather  I  (hould  fay,  what  was 
a  very  few  years  aj^o,  the  national  rental  of  lands  ?  I  think 
I  Ibould  not  be  juftified  to  ftate  this  reqtal  at  lefs  than  thirty 
miliioDs  a  year.  What  is  the  defalcation  upon  the  capital 
valae  of  tius  rental.  Thofe  who  are  concerned  in  landed 
propertjr,  will  tell  you  that  it  is  not  lefs  than  five  year's  pur- 
diaie,  yiz.  from  thirty  year's  purchafe  and  upwards,  to  twen* 
tj-five  year's  purchafe.  From  this  dedudion  of  plain  and 
well-known,  fafts,  fet  down  a  lofs  of  property  to  the  land- 
holders of  Great  Britain  of  150  millions,  or  perhaps  ftill 
more;  for  in  the  prefent  gloom  of  public  affairs,  lands  are 
Sill  falling  in  year's  purchafe  from  day  to  day.  Add  to  all 
diit,  what  is  now  adually  upon  the  heels  of  the  landed  roan^ 
viz.  the  decline  of  the  very  rent  of  the  land  itfelf,  and  you 
will  double  diat  lofs  to  him.  You  will  fcarcely  leave  to  nim 
one  half  of  his  property.  Let  minifters  put  thefe  things 
together,  and  then  take  a  view  of  their  handy  work  in  this 
&tal  American  war,  in  one  total. 

Expences  of  the  American  war,  as  by  par- 
liamentary fupplies  and  public   documents^  £. 
more  than               ■                          '    ■               40,ocx>,ocx> 

Deftru&ion  of  capital  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  public  funds  — -  — — .      40,000,000 

Diminution  of  the  value  of  the  rents  of 
Great  Britain  —  —         —    150,000,000 

230,000,000 


If  this  fliould  be  thought  to  be  a  fpeculative  account,  my 
aofwer  is,  double  this  account,  and,  I  fear,  you  would  be 
aearer  to  the  truth. 

But  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury  ftill  boafts 
of  his  refonrces  :  I  confefs  to  you.  Sir,  I  do  not  fee  from 
whence  he  will  draw  them,  whilft  he  continues  fo  obftinately 
drivii^  this  country  to  ruin.  If  you  were  to  aflc  me  where 
I  would  recommend  you  for  refources,  my  anfwer  would  be 
very  (hort  and  explicit,  and  far  from  defpondin^.  Change 
your  public  meafures,  and  the  tide  of  your  own  inherent  re- 
fources would  flow  back  again  upon  you  up  to  the  lips. 
Peace  reftored  with  cordiality  and  confidence  to  America, 
would  fill  our  cup  of  plenty  to  the  very  brim.  Your  lands 
would  once  more  recover  their  rent  and  value.    Stock-hol- 
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ders  would  recover  and  realize  their  now-diminifhed  capitals^ 
The  riches  of  national  induftry,  by  mahufaftures  and  coai- 
merce,  would  acquire  permanence  and  liability,  and  all  the 
public  refources,  for  great  and  netcfTary  national  exertions^ 
would  ride  in  the  deep  and  unfatbomed  bofom  of  plenty^ 
riches  and  power. 

When  will  miniftcrs  relent?  When. will  their obflinacy 
abate  ?  Will  no  confideration  either  of  the  fafcty  of  their 
country,  or  even  of  perfonal  fecurity  to  thcmlelves,  induce 
•     them  to  adopt  wife  counfels  ?     Look  to^the  ftate  of  foreiga 
powers.     Have  wc  an  ally  in  Europe  ?  or  rather  is  not  every 
power  in  Europe  confpiring  our  downfall  ?     We  have  been 
amufed  from  time  to  time  with  minifterial  declarations,   in 
King's  fpeeches,  and  in  parliamentary  debates,  &c.  iirft^  that 
France  would  never  fupjwrt  the  Americans  in  their  refiftance 
to  this  country,   and  that  nothing   could  ever  prevail  upoa 
that  court  to  acknowledge  the   independence  of  America. 
This  was  our  language  and  expe.£tation   laft   year  :     buti 
France,  as  we  all  know,  has  long  ago  taken  the  moft  decifiv^' 
part  againft  us.     Holland  is  at  this  moment  adverfe  to  us  in 
her  conduft,  and  hoftile  in  her  memorials  and  declarations  ; 
and,  what  is  ftill  a  plainer  language,  in  her  military  prepara* 
tions,  for  maintaining,  what  they  exprefs  in  gentle  terms,  neu- 
trality ;  but  which  means  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  this  : 
I  will  trade  where  I  plcafe,   touch  me  if  you  dare.     Sweden 
is  conne£ted  with  France  ;  and  Ruflia  is  at  beft  a  doubtful 
friend  (even  if  at  all  a  friend)  to  us.     But  it  is  Spain  which 
holds  the  balance  of  peace  and  war  in  her  hands.     There  is 
the  rub  in  the  way  between  miniflers  and  the  obje£t  of  their 
rcfentful  purfuit,  the  fubjugation  and  dominion  of  America. 
Spain  is  the  thorn  in  their  iid&:  I  tell  it  them  again,  Spain  is 
the  thorn  in  their  fide. 

Spain  is  under  arms,  and  minifters  have  long  known  it.  I 
have  now  in  my  hands  the  date  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  and  arma- 
ments for  a  y^ar  and  a  half  paft.  It  is  above  a  year  iince 
they  have  bepin  publickly  to  arm  in  the  face  of  Europe.  We 
all  know  thefc  things  very  well.  If  I  were  required  to  give 
proofs  of  what  I  /ay,  1  can  bring  proof  to  your  bar,  from  thofe 
who  have  fcen  and  who  have  been  on  board  of  the  Spaniih 
arlnaments.  Such  conduft,  and  fuch  armaments  amount  to 
a  pofitive  declaration  of  war  oq  ti«  pi^rt  of  Spain,  only  re-- 
fcrving  to  thcmfelvcs  the  precifc  ^io^  when  and  where  to 
iVike  the  firft  blow*    Let  not  milfuAerg  dective  this  Hou(e  or 
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their  country  :  kt  them  fpeak  out  what  we  are  to  exped.  I 
apply  to  the  country  eentlemen  not  to  fufFcr  themfclvcs  to  be 
amut'ed  any  longer.  No  man  is  unapprized  of  the  prefent 
critical  ftaie  of  our  national  concerns.  No  man  is  ignorant 
of  the  family  compaft,  aff  well  as  of  the  ambition  of  thf 
houfc  of  Bourbon.  If  any  man  can  doubt  of  the  arma* 
mcnts  of  Spain,  I  offer  the  poiltive  proofs.  But  no  one  docs 
doubt  of  them.  Yet  minifiers  would  prevail  with  us  to  ac- 
<]uiefcc  under  the  fhallow  pretext*,  that  forty  fail  of  the  line 
01  Spanifh  fhips,  ready  for  fca,  are  only  intended  to  preferve 
a  neutrality:  They  would  have  us  to  believe  thefe  idle  tales, 
and  to  go  blindfold  on;  but  they  dare  not  publicklyaffertthem, 
1  will  put  that  to  the  teft.  Let  the  minifter  ftand  up  in  his 
place  in  Parliament,  and  declare  boldly  like  a  man,  Spain  (hall 
not  have  Gibraltar  :  let  him  fay,  Spain  (hall  not  have  Ja- 
maica :  let  him  give  pledges  poiltive  (if  he  has  any  to  give) 
that  they  fliall  not  fupport  the  hoililities  of  France  :  let  him 
give  the  proofs,  and  then  this  country  may  know  what  they 
have  to  depend  upon.  But  if  he  fhelters  himfelf  in  a  falla- 
cious filcnce  ;  if  he  refufes  fuch  pledges  and  fuch  proofs,  then 
I  apply  this  uncontrovertible  inference  to  the  miftaken  and 
inifled  fupporters  of  the  American  war  in  this  Houfe  and 
out  of  it ;  Spain  is  between  you  and  America. 

Sir,  you  are  fo  well  apprized  of  my  difpoiitions  and  views 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  this  fatal  American  war,  that  you  will 
.  not  wonder  at  my  being  fo  earneft  to  point  out  to  you  all 
the  dangers  of  our  fltuation  both  at  home  and  abroad,  if 
minifiers  are  fuffered  to  perfift  in  it.  Is  there  a  man  fo 
extravagant  as  to  think  it  pra^icable  for  this  country  to 
faccced  in  the  fubjugation  of  America,  with  the  Houle  of 
Boarbon  in  a£tual  hoftility  againft  us,  and  every  other  power 
in  Europe  fecretly  wifhing  and  confpiring  to  fupplant  us  ?  But 
you  may  fay,  how  ihall  we  make  peace,  and  upon  what  foun- 
dation ?  The  foundation  is  plain  and  obvious.  Lay  your 
foundation  in  a  total  change  of  all  your  public  condu£^  and 
meaJbres.  Withdraw  your  hoftile  armaments  from  America, 
and  open  a  rational  and  explicit  treaty  upon  grounds  of  fin«> 
cerity.and  confidence ;  declare  by  public  and  national  autlip^ 
rity  whaevcr  terms  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  parliament 
may  think  proper  to  propole,  but  let  them  be  fixed  and  cer- 
tain, and  not  Usable  to  a  fubl'equent  refufal  by  the  minifters 
•f  the  war. 
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'  It  has  been  faid,  what  larger  offers  can  we  make  than  thofe 
which  were  refufed  laft  year ).  I  fay.  Sir,  that  no  offers  from 
this  country  were  refufed  by  America  laft  year.  Your  com- 
miffioners  were  not  empowered  by  the  afts  of  the  laft  year  to 
make  any  explicit  offers  whatfoever.  An  iniidious  right  of 
Ucfufal  to  any  terms  which  might  have  been  concerted  by  ne- 
gotiation, was  what  the  Britilh  miniftry,  who  are  the  only 
enemies  which  America  has  in  this  country,  had  referved  to 
thcmfelves.  The  offer  made  by  the  commiffioners  to  Ame- 
rica was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  this.  Lay  down  your 
arms  in  your  feveral  provinces ;  break  your  faith  with  mofe 
allies  to  whom  you  have  been  fatally  driven  in  felf-defence, 
by  the  relentlefe  perfecution  of  a  Britifh  miniftry  ;  and  when 
thus  difarmed  at  home,  and  unprotefted  from  abroad,  com- 
init  yourfelves  unconditionally  to  the  mercy  of  thofe  very 
minifters  who  have  ever  (hewn  themfelves  your  bittereft  and 
moft  implacable  enemies. 

Sir,  I  (hall  not  now  add  anv  more  upon  any  fpecific  terms 
of  negotiation  for  peace  ;  I  (nail  content  myfelf  with  pre- 
paring the  ground,  by  fuggefting  thofe  coniiderations  of 
prudence  and  juftice  which  ought  to  lead  this  country  to 

Eeace,  I  ihall  take  it  for  granted  that  this  fei&on  will  not 
reak  up  without  fome  diftinft  fpecific  parliamentary  grounds 
of  negotiation  for  peace  between  this  country  and  America, 
I  fhall  think  minifters  criminal  in  the  higheft  degree  if  they 
omit  it.  But  in  any  cafe  the  feffion  fhall  not  pafs  without 
fome  propofitions  on  that  fubjeft  being  offered  to  your  con- 
fideration,  even  if  I  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  necefSty  of 
offering  the  fimple  thoughts  of  a  private  individual.  If  I 
fhould  be  reduced  to  that  neceffity,  I  fhould  do  it  with  the 
grcatcft  deference.  I  offer  the  precedence  to  gentlemen  of 
greater  abilities  than  myfelf,  but  for  fincerity  and  good  will 
)  give  place  to  none. 

The  firft  refolutlon  being  then  read.  That  five  per  cent, 
be  laid  on  the  produce  of  the  exclfe ;  an  objedion  ivas 
made  to  this  new  cxcife  on  malt,  as  the  malt  tax  is  an  an* 
flual  fund,  therefore  it  was  thought  it  could  ifot  be  given 
as  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  intereft  of  perpetual  an<* 
Duities. 

It  was  agreed  to  recommit  it. 

The  refohitions  for  the  other  taxes  paffed  without  oppo^ 
fition,  and  bills  were  ordered  in  accordingly* 

Adjourned  to  the  15th. 
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March  15. 

The  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland  having  taken  his  feat 
for  the  firft  time  this  feffion,  Mr.  fyilkes  faid,  I  am  glad  to  Mr.  JTUkm. 
i<t  in  bis  place  the  firft  law  officer  for  the  crown  of  Scotland* 
I  have  a  real  refpe£l  for  his  very  fuperior  abilities,  and  am 
always  charmed  with  his  manly  eloquence.  I  waited  with 
impatience  for  his  arrival  to  call  upon  him  to  make  good 
his  promife  laft  year  to  the  Houfe,  to  bring  in  a  bill  this 
feffion  for  the  rrlief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  northern 
parrs  of  tb^s  ifland.  I  remember  his  obfervation  the  laft  fef- 
iion>  that  the  penal  laws  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
againft  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been  enaSed  previous  to 
tbe  Union^  and  were  of  fo  complicated  a  nature,  that  it 
would  require  a  good  deal  of  time  fully  to  inveftigate 
them,  in  order  to  frame  a  bill  for  their  total,  or  partial  repeal* 
He  therefore  declared  it  advifeable  to  defer  the  relief  of  the 
Scottifli  Roman  Catholics  till  the  next  feffion  of  Parliamentp 
when  he  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  that  he  would  have  a 
bill  ready  for  that  purpofe.  The  idea  was  approved  by  both 
fides  of  tbe  Houfe^  and  warmly  recommended  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  peculiar  attention.  So  much  of  the  prefeat 
fe£on4s  already  elapfed,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  on  his  firft 
appearance  co  remind  him  of  that  parliamentary  engagement^ 
which  I  doubt  not  he  is  ready  immediately  to  fulfil. 

Mr.  Dundas  {Lori  Advocate)  replied,  that  he  had  found  MrJ)«mbB| 
fuch  tumults  and  infurredions  in  all  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
fo  violent  an  oppoiition  to  the  meafure;  that  in  the  coun- 
ties where  he  was  meft  interefted,  he  had  done  every  thing  in 
bis  power  to  reconcile  the  people  to  it;  but  finding  it  in 
vain,  he  had  confulted  the  principal  Roman  Catholics,  who 
had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  much  better 
to  decline  all  attempts  to  procure  an  ad  in  their  favour,  till 
time  and  cool  perfuafion  (hould  remove  the  unhappy  preju- 
dices of  the  proteftants  of  that  country  againft  them, 

Mr.  TVilkes.  I  think  that  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  ho-ifr.MTOM* 
nour  and  independency  of  this  Houfe  have  been  meanly  facri- 
iiced  by  the  friends  of  adminiftration  to  the  feditious  populace 
in  Scotland.  An  example  of  a  fatal  nature  has  been  oiven 
by  tbe  mobs  of  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  to  the  mob  of  Lon* 
don  to  rife,  and  endeavour  by  fimilar  outrages  to  prevent  any 
matter  of  moment  difpleafing  to  them  from  ever  being  brought 
into  Parliament.  The  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  appear  to 
have  been  apprized  of  the  intended  riot  fome  days  before,  and 
at  leaft  connived  at  the  tumult.    If  the  accounts  publifb* 
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ed  there  are  to  be  credited,  they  adually  aided  and  abetted 
the  rioters.  They  faw,  with  pleafure,  the  various  cruelties 
cxercifed  by  a  lawlefs  banditti.  They  exerted  their  author!* 
ty  only  againft  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  quell  the  riot.  Bjf 
a  proclamation  in  their  name,  four  days  after  the  riot,  the^ 
feem  to  plead  guilty  ;  for  they  declare,  ^<  after  this  public  af-> 
furance  the  lord  prOvoft  and  magiftrates  will  take  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  for  repreffing  any  tumultuous  or  riotous 
meeting  of  the  populace,  which  may  hereafter  arife ;  being 
fatisfied  that  any  future  diforden  will  proceed  only  from  the 
wicked  views  of  bad  and  defigning  men  ;"  a  very  handfome, 
although  indired  compliment  to  the  good  views  of  the  for* 
mcr  well  meaning  rioters.  A  folemn  promife  had  been  made 
in  the  name  of  government  to  the  mob  by  the  lord  juftice 
Clerk,  that  no  bill  in  favour  of  the  ScottiOi  Roman  Catholics 
(hould  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  this  feffion* 
Is  it  ptffible.  Sir,  to  imagine  a  more  ignominious  furrender 
of  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  or  a  more  perfeft  annihilation 
of  our  legiflative  rights  ?  A  Britifh  Parliament  is  controlled 
J^  their  proceeedings  by  an  Edinburgh  mob,  and  we  are  for- 
bid even  beginning  an  ad  of  juftice  or  humanity  by  an  ig* 
jiorant  and  infolent  mob,  by  a  mad  an'i  lawlefs  rabble.  The 
public  faith,  pledged  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  by  govcrn- 
nientto  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland,  is  |rof^:ly  violated. 
The  Attorney  General  was  proceeding  capitally  againft  fome 
rioters,  who,  in  the  genera'  joy  for  the  triumph  of  virtue  and 
bravery  over  malice  and  perfecution,  had  broken  windows  in 
this  metropolis;  yet  the  mob  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  pulled 
down  and  fet  fire  to  houfes,  and  totally  ruined  fome  innocent- 
individual,  are  unnoticed  by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown. 
Inftead  of  puniftiment,  they  moet  with  applaufe  $  th^y  obtain 
the  obje£l  for  which  they  had  riotoufly  aflembled.  England, 
Sir,  has  relaxed  her  penal  laws  againft  the  Roman  Catho«> 
lies:  Ireland  has  relaxed  her  penal  laws;  but  Scotland  ob» 
flinately  refufes,  although  her  penal  laws  are  much  more 
barbarous  than  thofe  of  the  other  two  kingdoms.  It  becomes 
then  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  Parliament,  in  this  crifis,  to 
aA  with  fpirit.  The  condud  of  adminiftration  appears  to 
me  highly  criminal,  and  the  legiflature  ought  therefore  to  in- 
terfere. Every  government  owes  protedion  to  its  fubje£ts, 
or  forfeits  their  allegiance.  When  1  am  informed  that  the 
peaceable  and  loyal  Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland  find  nofecu- 
rity,  even  in  the  capital,  for  their  lives  and  property,  I  do  not 
hciitate  to  aflert,  that  there  is  a  diflblution  of  all  government. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Duming  having  given  notice  that  he  had  ?  oujtion  to  Mr.  i>««. 
make  re/jpe&ing  the  condu<^  and  power  of  the  board  of  «fi-  >»u« 
miralty,  in  granting  courts^martial,  and  foroe  papers  which 
he  had  moved  for  [See  Captain  CrookftianJb' letter  to  Mr. 
Corbetty  and  the  latter's  anfwer  in  page  14,5  and  H^]'>^i9g  l^id 
upon  the  table;  he  nowrofe,  and  fa^an  with  ftatinga^complatfit 
againft  the  crown  officers  refpe^Sing  the  papers  moved  for, 
and  00  which  bis  motion  was  to  be  grounded.  He  obferv«dy 
that  many  weeks  finee  a  motion  had  been  made,  and  met 
the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  for  copies  of  all  the  proco^. 
ings  upoi^  application  for  courts-martial,  or  for  enquiries  re* 
fp^ng  them  which  had  been  made  to  the  admiralty^board 
fince  the  paffing  of  the  a£l  of  the  22d  of  the  late  King; 
that  the  perfqns  whofe  official  dutv  and  peribnal  fefpetfTtor 
the  orders  of  that  Houfe,  (hould  have  fiiggefted  a  very  dif- 
ferent line  of  condud,  had  refafed  to  give  the  papers  defirei}^ 
or,  which  amounted  to  pretty  much  the  fame  thing,  had 
pleaded  an  utter  inability  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the 
HouCe,  under' various  pretexts  and  ftale  excufes;  that  at 
Ieii|;tfa,  upon  loofe  information  fuggefted  to  him,  he  wa^ 
obhged  to  fix  upon  three  inftances,  that  of  Captain  Crook- 
(hanks  in  1739,  ^  Captain  Scott  two  or  three  years  finc% 
and  of  Captain  Clefnents'  complaint  of  his  inferior  officcr«p 
He  begged  leave,  at  thatinftant,  to  call  to  the  fecolkaioa 
of  the  Hotife,  that  when  the  general  motion  was  firft 
made,  it  was  Aairrowed  to  commiffioned  officers  from  officers, 
whSch  would  have  included  warrant  and  petty  officers  as  well 
as  commiffioned  only,  at  the  defire  of  an  honourable  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Buller]  and  a  noble  Lord  in  office  [Lord  Mul- 
gravej' under  the  idea  of  its  being  pcrfeSly  pradicable  to 
comply  with  it  thus  narrowed.  But  to  return,  though  feve- 
raldays  Itad  etapfed  fin^ce  he  inoved  for  the  particular  papers^ 
they  had  not  all  fcten  produced  till  within  a  few  minutes.  He 
condemnedfttch  aconduft  as  highly  difrefpedful  to  Parlia- 
ment, as  an  hindrance  to  the  furthering  of  public  juftice, 
and  as^ an  avowed  acknowledgment,  that  what  adminiftratira 
were  act  abk  10  meet  faitly  upon  the  ground  of  fa£t  or  argu- 
ment, they  were  determined  to  fupprfe^.  He  was  obliged  to 
pNM^s  well  as*  hecould  iMiout'them,  and  he  had  norea* 
foat&itotiht,  buthe  fliodldhave  been  able  to  fupport  his 
moMn  oa  the  ipirit  and  letter  of  the  exifting  law,  without 
over  tnp^ejttag  to  frocUre  affiftance  cpi%  of  the  ad  of  Patlia- 
meitt  itfelf. 

VQI..XI.  .  T  He 
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He  then  adverted  to  the  particular  circmnftances  of  the 
tranfaftion,  which  gave  birth  to  the  prefcnt  motion.  That 
the  admiralty  ought  to  Irave  adifcretionary  power;  it  was  a 
decided  point  with  him  that  they  had  that  power.     The  ne- 
cefllty  of  the  exercife  of  fuch  a  power  was  obvious  to  the 
meaneft  underftanding ;  which  he  proved  upon  the  poffiblc 
cafe  of  an  admiral  being   itccufcd  by  an  inferior  officer, 
when  proceeding  upon  aftual  fervice  of  die  firft  importance, 
the  fuccefs  of  which  might  totally  depend  upon  difpatch. 
Juft  at  the  inftant,  fuppofc  a  fpecific  complaint  to  be  lodged, 
what  muft  he  the  confequence  if  no  difcretionary  power 
was  vefted  in  the  admiralty -board  ?  That  the  commander  in 
chief  muft  immediately   have  his  conduft  enquired   into ; 
that  all  operations  mult  be  fufpended ;  but  that  is  not  all ; 
though  his  ftatioQ  could  be  immediately  fupplied  and  ably 
filled,  would  the  matter  reft  there  ?  By  no  means.     The 
principal  officers  of  the  fleet  muft  attend  as  witncfles,  or 
be  fuperfcded  by  others  of  lefs   experience,  unacquainted 
with  their  'inferior  officers,  the  fliips  and   the  feamen  they 
were  to  command^  without  knowledge  of  or  confidence  in 
each  other.     In  fliort,  till  the  fate  of  the  party  accufed  fhould 
fcc  determined  one  way   or  other,  the-  public  fervice  muft 
ftand  ftill.     Such  a  ftate  of  things  prefented  an  imaginary 
icene  of  the  higheft  folly  and  abfurdity.     It  fuppofed,    that 
the  admiralty -board  had  no  power  but  to  do  harm;  to  bring 
on  inevitable  ruin  and  deftruftion  upon  their  country ;  to 
defeat  the  very  end  for  which  they  were  conftituted,  that  of 
controul  and   public  prefervation.      But  thank  God  1    the 
cafe  was  clearly  otherwife  ;   they  pofleffed  the. difcrction  con- 
tended for;  they  were  legally  invcfted  with  it,  and  had 
exercifed  it  for  a  number  of  years ;  indeed^  as  long  as  there 
was  a  regular  naval  eftablifhment  in  this  country. 

After  this  exordium  he  proceeded  to  ftate  the  fcrapa  of  pa- 
per, as  he  called  them,  upon  the  table,  and  contended,  that 
few  and  imperfeft  as  they  appeared,  they  were  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  the  motion  he  was  about  to  fubmit  to  the 
coniideration  of  the  Houfe. 

The  iirft  was,  that  of  Captain  Crookfbanks.    He  com- 
plained of  a  captain  under  his  command,  in  an  engagement 
with  a  Spanilh  man  of  war  called  the  Gioriofa.  •  He   had 
himfelf  been  tried  fOr  not  giving  fais  ai&ftanct  to  hit  in- 
ferior 
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fcrior,  which  it  was 'his  duty  to  do,  and  was,  upon  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  declared  incapable  of  ferving  again 
during  his  Majefty's  pleafure.  When,  therefore,  he  applied 
for  a  court-martial  on  his  accufer,  he  was  refufed  in  the 
very  terms  which  ought  to  hafve  been  ufed  to  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  when  he  delivered  in  his  accufation  on  the  9th  of 
December ilaft  to  the  admiralty-board.  He  was  told,  *'  That 
that  board  w^ould  never  receive  any  accufation  which  origi- 
nated in  a  fpirit  of  refentment  and  recrimination/'  ^ 
.  He 


*  Ofnf  rftbe  Litter  from  Captain  CrookihaDks  M  Mr.  Corbett,  Secretmy 
•ftbe  Admiralty. 

SIR*.  London,  31^  January,  x  748.9. 

I  Received  the  letter  ]rbu  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me 
tbe  4th  of  this  month,  in  anfwer  to  mine  of  the  3d,  in  which 
*'  I  applied  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty  for  a  court 
nutial  to  be  appointed  by  their  lordfliipa  for  the  trial  of  Captain 
£rlkiiie,  whom  I  had  before,  did  then,  and  do  now  charge  with 
the  mofi  difobedient,  unwarrantable  behaviour ;  and  by  whoft 
mifmaoagement,  as  an  officer,  and  as  a  feaman,  I  promifed,  and 
do  at  this  time  engage,  it  would  mantfefUy  appear,  that  my  attempt 
anddeiign  to  uke  the  Spaniihihip  of  war,  called  theGloiio(o» 
was  totally  defeated." 

To  all  which,  you  ^as  ordered,  you  fay,  to  acquaint  me, 
"  That,  as  this  matter  had  been  already  duly  enquired  into 
at  a  court*martial,  and  thdir  lord(hip«  do  by  no  means  think  pro- 
per to  order  itto  be  done  over  anin ;  and  as  to  what  I  lay  to  the 
charge  of  Captain  Erfldne,  their  lordfhtps  think  I  fhould  have 
made  that  appear  when  the  court«martial  was  held,  and  not  foli* 
^\  another  trial  fo  long  afterwards,  which  they  can  only  attribute 
to  a  ipiiit  of  recrimination." 

If  this  wai  the  true  ftateofthe  cafe  in  queftion,  it  would  be 
highly  prefumptuous  in  me  to  take  fo  much  of  your  time  in  this 
manner  %  and  to  cxped  any  fovour  or  redrefii,  by  fuch  frivolous 
i&eaQsatthis,  of  complaimng  loudly  as  I  am  forced  to  do,  of  the 
BKxft  ootorioua,  panial,  and  illegal  abufe  of  power,  in  this  in*' 
ibuce ;  tc^ether  with  every  wicked  art,  that  could  be  invented, 
and  pradiied  to  my  prejudice ;  without  having  the  means,  alio,  of 
pronngeveiy  thing  I  have  aflerted ;  and  of  (mwin^,  by  fuch  evi« 
dcnce  as  would  amount  to  demonihation,  before  their  lordihips,  the 
nwft  unparailleled  injuries  and  wrongs  which  I  haverooft  undeferv- 
edly  fuiered  uod^,  and  therefore  make  this  cafe,  as  I  moft  hum* 
bljT  coaeeive,  an  objc^  worthy  of  their  lordilups  attention  and  en- 
quiry ;  not  fo  much  for  my  lake,  and  upon  my  account,  as  to  dif- 
conragethe  like  iniquity  and  injuftice  hereafter,  by  publiihing 
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He  next   ftatcd  the   cafe  of  Ctpta'm  Stot%  who  was 
'complained  of  by  his  lieutenant^  and  th^t  made  i^>  m  a  fpe^ 

cific 


to  the  whole  nation^  to  the  great  joy  and  comfort  of  every  hotfeftv 
wbrthyi  brave  man  ih  the  ferrice,  that  there  is  a  fuperior,  difcre- 
tionary  power  lodged  in  the  admiralty,  to  be  occafionally  made 
ufe  OTf  by  the  lords  commiffionerSf  fur  the  redrefs  of  this,  aod 
every  fuch  ettraordinkry  grievance,  as  can  poiTibly  happen;  fo 
HI  to  place  every  gentleman  in  the  royal  navy  upon  the  fame  good 
footing  with  the  red  of  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjecb,  free  and 
iecure  at  home  from  the  ill  effe^  of  falfe,  wicked,  and  maliciout 
reprefentations  at  a  diftance,  however  artfully  contrived,  as  iii 
this  infiance,  to  ferve  private  ends  and  purpofe?,  to  wound  the 
.  innocent,  in  order  to  hold  up  and  prote^  the  mdft  contemptible 
and  unworthy ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  to  make  the  world  fen^ble^ 
by  this  feafonable  interpofuioa  of  their  lordfhSps  authority,  that 
there  are  no  fort  pf  injuries  or  opprefiion  for  which  the  #iOoai 
and  fprefight  of  our  governors  have  not  provided  fuitable  remedies. 

Wherefore,  Sir,  as  an  inducement  to  their  lord(hips  to  ftcw  Ibme 
regafd  to  thefe  reprefiV)<^^io>^*  (believing  it  po£$ble  that  Ibmednng 
very  unjuiliiiable  may  have  been  done,  to  my  prejudice,  atlb  great 
a  diftance  as  the  Weft  Indies,  and  confiequeatly  that  I  had  feme 
reafon  in  applying  for*  a  court-martial  tor  the  trial  of  Captain 
£rfkine)  I  htimbly  beg  leave  to  remonfirate  to  their  lordlhips,  that 
t'he  condud,  and  what  I  lay  to  the  charge  cff  Captain  Erikine,  i« 
lb  far  from  having  been  a  matter  already  duly  enquired  into,  that 
no  queilion  was  admitted  to  be  aiked,  and  anfwered,  at  my  triaA, 
that  had  the  leaii  tendency  to  involve  Captain  £rftine4  i»pon  a  pre^ 
tence«  malicioufly  advatyed  and  pleaded  by  the  jw^e  advocate, 
to  raifgulde  and  deceive  the  membert  of  the  court ;  that  whereas 
their  prefen^  bufinpfs  was  confined  to  cry  Captain  Crookfl&anka  only, 
they  were  to  pxpe£t  another  opportunity  to  enquire  into  the  coodinft 
of  Captain  Erikine ;  and  therefore  to  fufpend  all  fuch  qoeiKo^  and 
muiiy  until  Captain  Erflctne  had  another  opportunity  to  ihricehis 
iiefence,  before  tbs^t,  or  fome  other  court-martial,  which  wonU  bo 
toon  appointed  for  his  trial.  « 

I  will  not  uke  upon  me  to  fay  how  it  came  to  pafs  that  fboie 
men  of  virtue  and  honour,  members  of  that  xrourt-martisl,  canMe  to 
be  fo  milled  by  oih^rsv  and  to  ^ve  up  their  own  dignity  and  jiaAg* 
nents  in  the  ipanner  they  dui,  by  yietdi|»g  to  rtie  fnanyaitnil 
fnares  laid  in  their  way ;  and,  at  Izi^  to  faffer  their  names  md 
autnoritie»  tq  Oe.fo  abufed,  and  madeuieof^ns  if  they  had  i^« 
proved  not  only  of  the  partial  and  unprecedented  prtieeedinga  of 
the  jud^e  advocate,  through  the  whob  trial,  bataWbbf  thelndft 
abfurd,  inconiiftent',  and  Unrighteous  fc|xtence  itfelf,  conmdi^teA 
by  an  uniinimous  reiolre  of  Sat  fame  court,  and  prodoniicflil  by 
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cific  charre ;  and  concluded   his  proofc  with  the^  cafes  of* 
Captain  Clemeats  at  one  time,  charged  by  the  mafter  of 

his 


freBdent  in  open  court,  with  isdignationy  upon  the  judge  advocace^s 
attempuog  to  ifink  aad  conceal  the  faid  relolve,  which  was  at  foU 
hm% :  !*  Sir,  the  conn  do,  by  an  unanimous  refolve,  acquit  you  of 
the  fuijMcion  of  cowardice^  difafiedion,  or  want  of  zeal/'  Not* 
withftaaditag  this  unanimovi  refolve,  whereby  I  am  acquitted  of  eve* 
ry  crime  comprehended  in  the  fourteenth  article  of  war ;  yet,  by 
the  iavidous  craft  of  a  fcheming,  proftitutC)  underworkman,  the  famtt  . 
men  bad  the  complaifance^  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  to  give  in  the 
mo(^iBConfiderate,ill«girounded,  and  cruel  fentence,  pronounced  in 
the  ftce  of  the  aborementioned  refolve,  viz4  •*  That  Captain  Crook* 
fbanki,  by  his  miibonduA  and  imprudent  behaviour,  falls  undet 
part  of  the  fiiuneenth  'article  of  an  ad  made  in  the  thirteenth  year 
ofKiag  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  *'  An  ad  for  eftabfi(biog  ar* 
tides  aad  oiders  for  the  regulating  and  better  government  of  hia 
Majefiy's  navies^  ftips  of  war,  and  forces  by  fea*** 

I  sm  seAmined  mm  filing,  in  my  own  cafe,  as  much  u  I 
ibouM  wiih  10  d6|  upon  a  hke  occafion,  in  behalf  of  any  other  man 
of  the  futiti  lervice  andcharader,  in  my  fituation,  labouring  un* 
der  the  fame  di£Bculcies  and  misfortunes,  proceeding  fromnomii^ 
take  of  mine,  but  the  want.of  hooefty,  virtue,  and  the  love  of  juf- 
tice  an4  truth,  in  feme^and  the  want  of  difcemment  and  expe* 
riooc  in  othen.  But^  as  thefe  Ads  are  to  go  before  their  Lord* 
flupi,  and  this  letter  to  be  read  in  their  hearing,  whatever  I  am 
prepared  to  lay  more«  it  the  lefs  neceflary,  confidering,  as  I  do» 
tbeir  Lordihipe  abilitiea  aad  good  intentions^  which,  I  am  fully 
feofible,  will  fuegeft  to  them  better  reafons  than  1  could  ofier  to 
uffver  fvery  joS^purpoie,  either  of  a  public  or  private  nature^ 
vhenererthey  pleafc  to  take  this  afiair  into  deliberation,  and  think 
it  amatter  wonhy  to  be  examined  into  with  fome  attention. 

I  ihould  be  extremely  difappointed,  if,  after  what  1  have  herein 
faithfiiUy  repvaiiented,  their  lordibips  ihould  continue  to  fuppofe  I 
wu  under  the  kaft  influence  of  a  fpirit  of  recrimination,  when  I 
a|!plied  for  a  court*martial  to  be  appointed  to  try  Captain  Erikine 
upaa^tbe  9haiM  I  exhibited  againft  him,  and  of  which  I  muft  oh- 
fer?«,  that»  if  he  had  ever  thought  himfelf  innocent,  how  comef 
it  to  pMa  that  he  has  no  where  applied,  for  his  own  fake,  to  be 
brought  to  a  trial,  according  to  the  conftant  pradice  of  others,  who 
dcfiretobe  well  thought  of»  aad  to  live  with  a  good  charader? 
]But»  fiace  that  is  not  the  cafe,  and  that  we  think  fo  different,  and 
ioevefj  thing  are  fo  unlike  each  otheri  i  hope  theit  lordibips  wiU 
condemnd  to  give  me  foch  an  opportunity  as  is  neceflary ,  to  dif- 
culpate  mvklf  with  my  King  and  country,  either  before  the  fame 
sr  aay  ouer  couH'martial^  in  fuch  manner  as  may  appear  to 
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*his  (hip^  the  Pallas,  and  his  charges  lately  againft  his  inferior 

,  otficers^  inftances  in  neither  of  which  any  trial  had  been  bad, 

though 'the  charges  were  direct  and  fpecific.     But  he  had 

no  occaiion  to  cite  cafes  at  all,  to  iupport  his  motion;   the 

words  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament  furnimed  him  with  fufficienf 


.their  lord(hips  mod  fuitable  and  expedient,  ta  the  only  end  I  hsrre, 
of  bein^r  juftiy  and  eibdually  condemned,  or  perfe&ly  acquitted ; 
conceramg  which »  1  am  fo  clear  in  my  confcience  iiAd  judgment, 
as  to  have  no  fort  .of  doubt  of  being  able,  upon  a  very  (hort  enquiry, 
fo  fully  to  jufttfy  the  whole,  and  every  partot  my  conduft,  that  I 
wiih  lor  no  quarter,  unlefs  I  ihall  be  found  in  every  refpe^  to  have 
done  my  duty  as  an  officer  and  feaman,  wonhy  of  commendation, 
ioftead  of  the  cenfure  that  was  artfully  cooked  up  by  the  judge 
advocate,  to  colour  and  ferve  as  a  foundation  for  the  ieotence  that 
was  pronounced  againft  me;  of  which,  I  fufped,  there  will  be 
found  in  the  copy  thereof,  and  of  the  refolves  of  the  court-martial, 
(Cent  to  the  admiral  to  remain  as  a  record  in  that  office)  fuch  ma- 
terial di&rence  and  alterations  made,  firom  what  was  publicly  read, 
as,  in  every  other  court  of  iudlcature,  would,  I  conceive,  be  in- 
terpreted  and  deemed  fraudulent,  and  the  party. concerned  be  in- 
volved, and  made  liable  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as  the  hiw  diredls 
an  fuch  caies. 

lam,  with  all  imaginable  refpeft. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)    J.CaooKSHAirirs. 
.    7#  7homasC§rbett^Efqi 

Mr.  Corbett's  Anfiuer* 

S  I  R,  AdmiraliyOJke^  July  ^tb;  1749. 

I  HAV£  received,  and  communicated  to  my  lords  commiiiioners 
of  the  admiralty,  your  letter  of  vefterday's  date,  defiring  a  court- 
martial  may  be  held  on  Captain  Eriktne,  for  mifcoodud  in  the  late 
action  with  the  Gloriofo,  and  copies  of  feveral  papers,  in  order  to 
make  good  your  charge  againft  him  :  and  1  ara  commanded  by  their 
kmHhips,  to  acquaint  you,  that,  if  you  had  defigned  to  have  brought 
him  to  a  trial,  for  mifcx>nduft  in  the  a£ti<m,  you  ought  to  have  ap* 
plied  abroad,  in  proper  time,  to  your  commander  in  chief;  but  not 
now,  after  your  condemnation,  which  proceeds  from  a  recriminat- 
ing temper.  1 
'  Their  lordfliipa  farther  order  me  to  let  you  know,  that  your 
swme  is  ilruck  out  of  the  lift  of  captains  ;  and  that  you  are  not 
to  look  upon  yourfelf  to  be  confiderod  as  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)    Thomas  CoaBSTT. 
T0  John  Crooljlymnks^  Efq\ 

proof 
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proof;  proof  fa  ample  indeed,  that  ha  would  veiiture  to  pre- 
6i&i  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  profeiiional  man  in  that 
Houie,  eager  as  many  of  them  might  be  to  diflinguifh  them- 
fdvcs  in  the  prcfent  conteft,  that  would  be  hardy  enough 
to  difpute  the  difcretionary  power,  vefted  by  the  uatute  of 
the  22dof  the  late  King,  in  the  admiralty -board  ;  or  rather  ' 
to  prove  this  negative,  that  no  fuch  power  was*  vefted  in 
the  board  previov^s  to  the  paffing  of  the  fiatute,  or  that  the 
power  exifted  before  .in  the  board^  and  was  divefted  by  the 
ftatute. 

To  prove  the  firft  in  the  affirmative,  he  laid  it  down  a» 
clear  indifputable  law,  that  from  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second  downwards,  to  the  year  1 749,  a  difcretionary  power 
was  vefted  and  cxercifed  by  the  admiralty  -board ;  that  the  " 
ftatute  did  not  limit,  alter,  or  reftrain  this  difcretion  in  any  . 
inftaace  but  one,  namely,  that  of  reftraining  the  time  of 
receiving  complaints  to  within  three  years  after  the  faft 
committed,  and  fix  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  party 
in  any  port  in  Great  Britain;  and  finally,  that  both  the 
words  of  the  ftatute,  and  the  powers  delegated  to  the  coln«* 
manders  of  fquadrons,  &c.  and  to  the  uniform  ufage  of  the 
board  itfelf,  all  met  in  one  fingle  point,  that  the  board 
were  poficfled  of  the  difcretion,  and  always  exercifed  it 
when  they  thought  proper* 

He  proceeded  to  confirm  this  part  of  the  argument  by  re-^ 
ferences  to  the  ftatute  itfelf.  In  the  claufe  which  direds 
the  trial,  and  vefts  the  power  for  ordering  it,, he  obferved^ 
that  it  concludes  with  the  words,  <<  if  occafion  ihould  re- 
quire,'' which  words  contained  in  themfelves  the  moft  apt  - 
defcriptjon  of  a  difcretionary  power ;  it  fays,  do  fuch  a  thing 
if  occafibn  fhould  require ;  that  is,  if  you  think  proper : 
do  not  do  it  if  you  think  the  complaint  imj^roper. 

The  claufe  which  impowers  the  admiralty -board  to  give 
inftruftions  to  comm^ders  going  on  diftant  fervice,  defines 
that  part  of  the  power  thus  delegated  in  the  fame  manner. 
It  ccHomands  or  directs  the  commiftioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  inftrud  the  officer  or  commander  to  do— what?  to  order 
enquiries  and  courts^martial,  when  on  diftant  fervice,  whenevtK 
they  {hall  fee  occafion  for  thetn.  He  fhewed,  that  this  was 
th«  fcnfe  in  which  all  admirals  and  officers  in  high  command 
had  uniformly  interpreted  their  inftru£lions,  and  a£ted  undec 
them,  and  condemned  the  abfurdity  of  fuppofing  that  the 
board  could  delegate  a  difcretionary  power  which  they  were 
not  poflefTcd  of  themfelves ;    and  concluded  this  part  of 
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liis  argument  with  commenting  on  the  laft  c^nfe  in  the 
ftamte,  which  rcfervcs  and  confirms  every  power  vcfted  in 
the  admiralty  -board,  by  all  laws  and  ftatutcs  heretofore  in 
being,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  they  had  cvct 
been  poffcffcd  and  enjoyed.  He  went  into  a  variety  of  _  ar- 
gnments  of  a  fimilar  nature ;  but  ^$  the  debate  took  a  diflfe- 
rent  turn,  fuch  of  them  as  more  particularly  produced  that 
turn,  were  all  that  were  deemed  ncceflfary. 

He  then  proceeded  to  apply  his  argument  direftly  to  the 
£rft  motion  he  intended  to  move.  If  his  fafts  a^id  reafonings 
were  true,  if  he  was  right  in  matter  of  law,  and  clear  in 

Eint  of  opinion,  which  he  trufted  was  confcffod  by  the 
oule,  his  motion  would  appear  in  the  light  of  an  iocon- 
trovertible  conclufion,  colleftcd  from  his  preroifes.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved,  •*  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  lor^  com- 
miffioners  of  the  admiralty,  upon  charges  exhibited  to  them 
of  naval  ofFcnccs,  to  dire  A,  refufe,  or  delay  the  holding  of 
courts-martial,  as,  upon  confideration  of  the  circumftances 
of  the  caife,  and  a  due  exercife  of  a  found  difcretion,  there 
ihall  be  occafion.'* 

He  did  not  wifh  to  take  the  l^ouie  by  fuprize;  but  if  this  re- 
iblutionjfhould  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Houi^,  ashedonbt- 
cd  not  it  would^  he  gave  notice,  that  he  would  follow  it  by 
another,  which  would  bring  the  queftion  into  difcuffion  re^ 
lative  to  the  good  w  bad  condua  of  the  admiralty-board, 
in  ordering  Admiral  Keppcl  to  be  tried  on  an  accufation 
made  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  That  board  would  then  have 
a  fall  opportunity  of  vindicating  their  conduft  in  thp  face 
of  the  Nation,  and  declaring  fairly  and  openly,  whether 
they  aded.  throwh  rgoorsvnce  or  dcflgn. 

He  then  read  nxs  fecond  motion,  which  was,  **  That  the 
conduA  of  th9  lords  commHfioners  of  the  admiralty,  on  the 
19th  of  Decem.ber  la^,  in  coming  to  an  immediate  refo*- 
iution  to  direS  a  court-martial  for  tHfe  trial  of  the  honour- 
able Admiral  Keppcl,  commander  in  chief  of  a  fleet  of  his 
Majcfty's  ihips  of  war  (on  a  charge  exhibited  againft  him 
on  that  day  by  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  a  member 
of  that  board)  was,  as  far  as  it  proceeded  upon  the  ground 
of  a  fuppofej  w^nt  of  difcretiopary  power  to  refufe  or  de- 
lay that  diredion,  unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  fpirif  of  the 
faid  aft  of  Parliament,,  contrary  to  the  antecedent  prafiicc 
of  the  admiralty,  and  woijld,  if  adnaitted,  eftablifh  a  prin- 
ciple injurious  to  the  fervice|  and  detriment^  tp  the  fUtc ; 
3  and 
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fiqd  liattbe  menfure  is^  upon  aay  other  grouo<^  indefe&fible^. 
uoderdie^iAuai  circumftances  of  the  cafe.*' 

Lord  .Afir^^tfW  confeBed  his.infrriority,  in  .point  of  legal  w,jif«/. 
conftruiaioo,  with  a  gentleman  wh'ofe  profeffion  not  only  ledr^**** 
biffl  tQfhidies  of  that  kind,  but  whofe  abilities,  habits^  and 
great  legal  ingenuity,  were  frequently  exerci fed  in  putting  two 
interpretations  direSIy  contradtdory  and  repugnant  to  ^ach 
other,  upon  the  fame  ftatute.  After  fome  further  oblique  re- 
iiefiions  of  the  fame  tendency,  and  before  he  proceeded  to 
argue  die  queftion,  he  obferved  that  the  complaint  of  the  dif* 
refped  fliewn  to  the  Houfe,  in  not  complying  with  its  orders 
relative  to  papers,  was  extremely  ill-founded,  becaufe  it  was 
itDpoffible  to  be  obeyed.  What  was  the  order  i  No  lefs  than 
for  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  all  the  court8*marria),  which 
bad  been  held  fince  the  pafltog  of  the  ad  of  the  22d  of  Gtotgp 
the  Second,  a  period  of  thirty  ye^rs,  and  which  were  of  that 
ovagnitude,  he  believed*  as  fcarcely  to  be  contained  in  fixteen 
large  volumes  in  folio.  The  truth  was,  that  it  was  not  thought 
proper  tq  fufpc^nd  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  nation,  merely  to 
copy  thofe  papers,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  confefTed 
i)e  could  do  without,  Befides,  the  other  Houfe  had  given 
very  exteniive  orders  for  papers,  which  had  not  jret  been  com- 
plied with  ;  nor  was  it  poffible  to  comply  with  both,  without 
neglcding  all  other  public  buiinefs. 

As  to  the  motion  read  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he. 
fail),  he  was  aftoniflicd  how  it  could  be  offered  by  a  gentte^nan 
of  the  lone  robe,  who  muft  know,  that  a  refoiution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring  the  law  was  tiot  law,  and  let 
that  declaration  be  ever  fo  ftrong,  that  it  left  the  law  prec}(e« 
Ij  as  it  found  it ;  nor  would  the  courts  in  Weftminfter-hall 
U  influenced  by  any  fuch  extra-judicial  determination ;  they 
would  not  pay  it  the  leaft  attention  3  they  would  declare  tho 
law,  not  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  If  the  ad- 
miralty-board had  aded  illegally  or  improperly,  the  laws  of 
the  countiy  were  open,  and  redrefs  could  be  obtained  by  th« 
ifljared  party  againft  them.  ThatHoofe^  heeontetfded,  could 
DO  more  declare  the  law,  tlian  they  could  make  it*  It  compofed 
but  one  of  the  branch^  of  the  legiflature.  A  vote  of  that 
Houfe  was  110  n^qre  thvi  an  opinion ;  it  neither  bound  nor 
could  reach  4ny  man,  unlefs  he  had  offended  againft  the  laws 
of  his  couptry,  and  if  he  had,  be  was  amenable  only  to'  a  le- 
gal tribunal. 

He  gave  the  hiftory  of  the  caiei  or  precedents  cited  from  the 
ppers  on  the  taUe,  which,  after  nearly  an  hour*li  detail, 
amounted  fimply  to  tUij  that  Capena  Cr06]giblnki  was  re- 
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fufed  to  be  heard  as  an  accufer,  merely  becaufe,  after  the  en- 
gagement with  the  Gloriofo,  he  went  aboard  the  captain  of 
the  Warwick,  and  in  prefence  of  all  the  officers  and  feamen, 
purpofely  called  upon  deck,  beftowed  the  higheft  commenda- 
tions on  the  prowefs  and  ikill  of  Captain  £r(kine,  who' with 
a  fifty-^un  ihip  had  maintained  fo  warm  and  long  an  engage- 
ment  with  a  Spaniih  man  of  war  of  feventy-four  guns«  The 
affair  of  Captain  Scot  was  not  of  a  nature  properly  cogniza- 
ble by  the  admiralty-board  ;  for  it  was  only  a  charge  of  hav- 
ing entertained  and  rated  on  the  books  landmen  as  ordinary 
ieamen,  a  diftindion  which  it  would  be,  indeed.  Very  difficult 
to  afcertain;  but  taking  the  complaint  as  eventually  wet! 
founded,  it  came  within  the  defcription  of  embezzlement, 
rather  than  of  any  criminal  offence  properly  cognia&able  by 
the  admiralty-board.  He  faid,  the  complaint  of  Captain 
Clements  againft  his  inferior  officers  was  trivial  in  itfelf ;  and 
all  the  inflances  in  which  trials  had  been  refufed,  were  fuch 
only  where  the  charges  were  loofe  and  indefinite,  and  wanted 
that  degree  of  certainty  and  fpecification  which  was  neceflary 
to  the  party  accufed,  to  come  upon  equal,  terms  to  his  de- 
fence. 

After  repeatedly  faying  that  the  ftream  of  precedents 
militated  againft  the  learned  gentleman's  motion,  he  quoted 
the  particular  cafe  of  Captain  Powlet,  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Bolton. 

In  a  letter  which  Captain  Powlet  wrote  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Bedford,  whom  he  imagined  to  be  ftill  at  the  head  oi  the 
admiralty,  he  complained  of  theconduS  of.  his  principal,  the 
late  Admiral  Griffin,  for  miOcondud.  The  Duke,  though 
out  of  office,  as  foon  as  be  received  it,  tranfmitted  it  to  the 
admiralty-board.  When  the  Admiral  arrived  in  England,  be 
complained  of  Captain  Powlet.  A  queftion  arofe.  Whether 
the  letter,  thus  tranfmitted,  fhould  be  deemed  a  private  inti- 
mation, or  public  correfpondence  ?  It  was  at  length  finally 
determined,  that  the  complaint  of  Capuin  Powlet  ihould  be 
enquired  into,  and  the  captain  expreffing  a  reludance  and 
diflike  on  the  pccafion,.  that  a  private  letter  fliould  be  turned 
into  a  public  accufation,  in  a  letter  to  the  board,  he  was 
infwered,  that  when  he  lodeed  his  complaint,  he  fiiould  have 
known  that  his  admiral  muft  be  tried  ;  and  he  waa  informed, 
that  the  hoard  were  doing  their  duty,  when  they  direded  him 
to  make  his  charge.  From  the  words  muft  and  duty,  it  was 
plain^  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  at  the  time,  held  themfelves 
bound,  to  order  4  trials  as  foon  as  a  fpecific  charge  Qiould  be 
c;thibited.  The  firft  letter  fcnt  to  Captain  Povriec  was  that 
i  from 
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&om  whicK  was  cepied  the  one  Tent  to  Admiral  .KjeppeJ,  to, 
defire  him  to  brin^  his  charge  aeainft  Sir  Hugh  rallifer« . 
Gentlemen  might  think  proper  to  be  offended  at  the  ftile  of 
the  letter,  but  they  might  now  learn,  that  it  was  an  official 
onf,  not  paTtictflarly  framed  for  the  occafion.     It  was  true,; 
the  admiral  in  the  cafe  before  mentioned,  recriminated  ;  but  • 
he  was  told,  that  be  muft  firft  anfwer  the  charge  of  his  infe* 
rior  officer,  before  any  charge  he  made  could  be  properly  en- 
quired inta. 

His  Lordihipobrerved,  that  a  great  deal  of  pains  had  been 
taken  in  former  debates  and  converfation;s  cmi  this  fubjeCt,  to 
trace  out  an  analogy  between  the  power  of  grand  juries  and 
the  adiniralty-boai^.  For  his  part, .  he  could  not  difcover  the 
finrilitude.  The  mode  of  proceeding,  and  theobjefts  of  en- 
quiry, were  very  different*  Not  to  be  condemned  at  the 
OldBuley^  was  the  chief  intcreft  and  objc£k  of  the  perfon 
accuied.  The  event  of  his  trial  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  the  public,  (0  that  juftice  was  done  :  but  in  military  and 
naval  courts^ martial,  the  public  was  deeply  interefted.  when 
the  parties  accufed  wereperfons  in  high  command.  The  per* 
Tons  thus  called  to  account,  might  hav^  the  fafety,  protection*' 
aod  deareft  interefts  -  pf  the  nation  committed  to  their  care* 
and  it  ever  Ihould  be  an  objed  of  the  firft  importance  to  th« 
people,  chat  no  man  (houfd  be  permitted,  to  remain  in  tht 
ferviceofhi^  country,  whofe  charaaer  had  been  impeached* 
till  the  truth  of  the  charge  was  enquired  into  ;  and,  indeed, 
common  juftice  and  humanity  required  it,  in  behalf  of  the 
perron  accufed. 

It  was  evident,  that  when  the  conftitution  empQwers  a  fet 
of  men  to  difcharge  any  pirticular  truft,  that  it  means  to  de-  . 
legate  every  thing  neceflary  for  effeding  it.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  admiralty  board  in  particular,  to  fee  that  officers  had 
done  their  duty  ;  to  examine,  without  the  power  to  give  an 
opinion  whether  the  matter  wasdeferving  of  enquiry,  could 
ftnfwer  no  pucpofe  or  end  whatever.  To  prevent  fuperior 
commands  from  falling  into  improper  hands,  was  one  of  the 
prime  duties  of  the  admiralty  board.  Where  any  caufe  of 
doubt  arofe,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  to  fend  the  ground 
of  doubt  CO  be  enquired  into;  and  when  charges  and  iniinua* 
tioos  wefo  thrown  out*  it  was  the  only  mtans  an  officer  had 
of  vindicatini;  his  charailer.  Many  proofs  had  been  given 
of  the  earneft  defire  of  officers  to  avail  themfel  ves  of  this  right 
by  applieatiooa  to  the  board,  to  have  their  conduct  enquired 
into,  whi^b>  m  grneral,  had  been  always  complied  with. 
Were  it  qtherwiii^  it^might  open  a  door  to  colluiion*  tp  co« 
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fcr  gmkj  tecaufe  if  no  tcenfer  appnrai,  the  fmbm  tinrffi 
or fiitbeAed  might  be  pcnnitt«cl  to  elcape  with  tmpvLBitj. 

Amirftt  Kii0ii4es9  though  high  in  nnk  and  rcpotttton, 

*    bad  been  tried  oo  a  charge  of  four  of  his  captaina,  though  tho 

accufalion  was  grounded  on  what  muft  ho  efteenwd  an  ad  of 

tallzntry.    The  board  who-  ordered  the  u'trai  were  nevci  ccn- 

lared  for  (ending  the  comptamt  to  bocw^ied.  wtcu 

Capcahi  (sow  Admind)  Arbuthnot  was  accuftd  bv  a  vmf 
inferior  officer ;  bis  innocence  was  not  queftioned  at  tae  tinie^ 
«ec  Sir  €%4rlea  Saunders  and  Mr.  Heppet,  who  then  (at  at  the 
PoanI,  were  never  bho)^  for  ordering  him  to  he  brought  to 
Bis  trial. 

Mp.  Windfor  miift  now  be  tried,  whewrtftortd  toKberty, 
Ibr  the  Fofs  of  the  Fox ;  yet  all  mankind  muft  fubfcrtbe  to 
|ho gallantry  and  high  profefijonal  merit  of  the  honourable 
Captain  :  but»  nevcrthclefs,  the  admiralty  board  had  it  not  in    | 
Iheir  power  to  (top  theeftablifted  form  of  jttfti.ce. 

His  Lord(hip,  upon  the  whole,   contended,  that  wfaacever    j 
llle  taw^  in  technical  conftrudion  might  feem  to  import,  it  was 
the  ufitga  that  would  and  ought  to  determine  the  queftion. 
The  pndice  had  been  uniformly  to  fend  complaints  to  a 
•evrt-martial^  when  they  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  admit 
tff  an  iffiie  :  the  complaint  preferred  againft  Sir  Hugh  Palliieff 
tame  within  that  defcription  ;  and,  as  far  as  that  principle 
kd,  he  was  ready  to  maintain  againft  every  gentleman  of  the 
lopg  robe,  within  and  without  Slat  Houfe,  that  the  admiraU 
t^-board  were  pot  inrefted,  either  by  the  ancient,  or  any^  fub. 
fequent  law,  with  the  difcretionary  power,  to  the  extent  in^ 
ftOed  upon  by  the  learned  gentfeman. 
I^i  VkjiH.     Lord  H^we  faid^  the  doltrine  (b  confidently  urged  by  the 
noble  Lord  gare  him  juft  caute  of  alarm.     He  had  aded  ac- 
eordHig  to  the  inftru^feons  from  the  admiraltr-board.    Thofe 
in(lFu^ions  v^ed  in  him  whaf  he  deemed  a  diicretionary  j 
fpower.     He  had  aded  conformably  to  thofe  inftruAions  i 
but  what  was  he  tdd  now  by  an  high  official  authority,    no 
)eft  than  the  mouth  of  the  admiralty-^ard,  in  that  Houfe  ? 
That  though  his  inftrudions  were  drfererionary,  thofe  who 
delegated  this  difcretionary  power  had  no  fueh  power  tbcm- 
felves.     If  this  (hould  really  be  the  cafe,  he  hoped  that  a  bill 
would  be  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  of  ameyidi^g  lhe  9&  in 
the  firft  inlhnce,  and  for  that  of  protecting  f^ch  as  had  mBtA 
tinder  thofe  powers  in  the  fccond. 

For  his  part,  as  long  as  he  knew  or  fememWeited- any  thing 
iif  naval  fervice,  a  difcretionttry  power  wai  Chiougha  t6  exift; 
Ifaft  rf^gu)afl^  exereifed  f  aixd,.  till  the  affair  ef  Admir»)  Kep- 
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fd  b|«||f^  (ibe  queAion  Mito;<iifc»fien,  was  cc^ltiaiitty  «(5^ 
^uMbtdio*  T^  4i|ftf unions  ftaMd  tb^  power^  and  defineil 
it  j  k'«m»^CDiifta(fvtiy  execcifed  by  'Cvery  naval  commaiidery 
ai.4iooa;:^  he,^ui(^d  the  iM^rpw  feas J  nay  mor^  oiieclautetil 
theadeveqifxtfiuisd  totbe«a9r^ba|Ms'  fcrvice,  and  veiled  4 
difcMtioBariy  ipowcr  in  ;i  certain  Bomber  of  captains  or  mt^ 
fieri  of  fading  vefieU  ;  for  in  smy  ^ort  yrhcre  tbere  happened 
to  be  ait  tb^.fuxu  time^ve  BritUi  maftefs  of  fhips,  upon  |i 
compbint  ^jgaipft  any  .maftcr,  petty  officer,  or  fea man,  aboard 
thole  Jibipa,  it  was  conopetent  for  the  officers  to  proceed  t0 
eD^iry.and  jad^men^'referxingt  however^  the  fentetice  final* 
\j  CO  the  admicafty-bo/ird*  He  wifhed  fincerdy  tf  have  the 
matter  fully  ejs;plamed. 

Mr.  ffans'Stanlrf  faid,  if  he  afiented  to  the  motion,  he  >^-^«M 
ibould  .give  bis  aflent  to  a  motion  which  he  did  not  approve  ^^^'^^ 
of,  jtarficiilarly  as  it  was  arefolution  precedent  to^n  intehded 
and  avowed  rvote  of  cenfure ; .  if  behave  it  a  negative,  he  niiiil 
give  it  to  a  j>roporition  feveral  parts  of  which  he  looked  upoii 
to  be  true.  He  was  perfuaded  tbat  the  admiralty-board  WenS 
invefted  widi  a;  power  to  dire£^,  refufe,  or  delay  courts*m4r- 
lial  i  confequently  he  could  not  vote  againft  tbat  part  of  the 
learned  gentfetnan's  motion.  £;cperience  juftified  him  in  s^* 
firming,  tbat  during  the  eight  years  he  fat  at  the  admiralty- 
toard,  which  Were  3ie  eight  moft  glorious  years  this  country 
ever  knew,  upon  complamts  preferred,  it  was  always  under-  . 
ftood,  that  the  board  might  rejeft  or  entertain  the  charge  i( 
they  thought  proper.  At  the  fame  time  he  did  not  like  the 
word  difcretton,  as  ftated  in  the  motion^  ix  was  a  wofd  too 
loofe  *and  indeterminate ;  nor  could  he  ever  aflent  to  wha^t 
t^^cmd  to  him  fo  liable  to  abufe  ;  for  it  might  create  a  po- 
wer n«^  receive  any  complaint,  however  juftly  founded,  ot 
to  entertain  any  accufation,  however  abfurd,  prepofterous  and 
improbaUe. 

Rt.  Hon.  2^..  TJwjj^wrf  congratulated  thehofi.  gentl«nati  |*  i^otf*  ^« 
ivbotnade  the  motion  on  his  viftory  over  adminiftratioii,  fo^**^^**'* 
fo  ashis  motion  went.     A  gentleman  of  high  charafter,  of. 
*rcat  weight  with  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  bad  now  de- 
clared^ m  the  terms  moved  by  his  honourable  friend,   that 
the  achniralty  board  had  a  right  to  direA,  refufe^  and  delay  a 
court-martiaU    What  was  this  but  the  very  difcretiofi  con* 
tended  for?     But  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  tike  the    ,  ^ 
word  becanfe  it  is  too  loofe,  nor  the  fpecification  becaufe  it  is 
too  definite.   '  He  will  not  give  the  motion  an  affirn^tive^ 
bccaufc  it  may  i^d  to  a  vote  of  cenfure ;  nor  a  ncg*ive,  be- 
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cfttife  it  IS  fottilded  in  truth;  in  fliort,  the  hom>unble  gen- 
ilcman*9  argument  goes  to  this,  that  he  will  not  vote  for  a 

[jropofition  which  hfe  knows  to  be  right,  left  k  (hovldbe  W- 
owed  by  another  which  he  docs  not  approve  6f;     He  made 
fcvcral  other  obfervaiions  to  the  fame  eflfeft,  arfd  fat  down 
•withobfcrving,  that  all  the  mlinifterial  mechanic  powers  of 
the  admiralty-board,  which  had  been-ftatcd  as  the  only  apo- 
logy Cor 'fending  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr's  acccofiition  to  be  en* 
auircd  into,  were  totally  abandoned  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman ;  they  were  fet  up  as  the  temporary  dcfence*of  the 
day,  and  being  found  no  longer  tenaWc,  were  thrown  afidc ; 
and  the  favourite  argument  of  not  coming  to  any  vote  which 
.    may  i;nmcdia.tely  or  remotely  affed  adminiftration,  rcfo«cd 
to  ihthe  laft  inftance. 
Mr.  Ham       Mr.  Hans  Stanley  appealed  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Stautey.      couclufions  :  hc  denied  that  he  acknowledged  k  difrretiooary 
power  in  the  admiralty-board,  inthefenfe  conceived  and  now 
explained  by  the  laft  Ipeaker  :  nor  that  he  faid  he  would  vote 
for  the  ipotion,  if  he  was  to  vote  at  aU ;  for  the  truth  was, 
that  he  could  neither  vote  for  nor  againft  it  in  the  manner  it 
prcfentcd  itfclf  to  the  Houfe,   If  it  was  altered,  fo  as  to  meet 
his  ideas,  hc  would  then  vote,  but  not  until  then.     He  gave 
an  intimation  of  wifhing  that  the  motion  were  difpofed  of  in  ^ 
fome  other  manner  than  giving  it  a  dired  negative. 
Mr.  Wed"       Mr.  IVedJerburne  [Attorney  General]  acknpwkdged  that 
dtrkume.     jjc  had  been  led  into  a  hafty  opinion  when  the  queSion  was 
laft  mentioned  in  that  Houfe,  though  not  to  the  extent  nor 
in  the  manner  which  bad   been  alluded  to.  by  .  his  learned 
friend  [Mr.  Dunning].     He  was  clear,  and  pcrfeAly  coin- 
cided with  his  learned  friend,  that  die  aft  of  22  Geqige.  11. 
gave  no  new  power,  nor  too)c  away  any  old  on^,  except  in 
the  fingk  inftance  mentioned  by  him,  relative  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  time  for  receiving  an  accufation  eitlier  in  Great- 
Britain  or  elfcwhere.     The  powers  vefted  in  the  board  on  its 
firft  conftitution,  continued  the  fame  to  tlie  prefent  inftant. 
He  therefore  begged  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  although  what 
he  oflFcred  on  the  fubjeft  was  haftily  offered,  he  nevertbclefs 
referved  to  himiclf  the  natural  right  of  re-confideration  and 
rcvifaU     Hc  did   not  commit  himfelf  blindly  :  it  was  never 
his  manner.     He  always  fpoke  under  the  re(crvje  of  future 
rcvifion  ;  and  he  was  nbw  as  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the 
admiralty-board  had  a  right  to  direft,  refufe,  or  delay  courts- 
partial,  as  he  was  when  the  queftion  was  firft  agiutcd  to 

ftatc 


Digitized  b^ 


Google 


A- 1779*  DEBATES;  157 

fiate  his  doubts,  and  give  a  amditiooal  opinion  thzt  no  ftch 
power  exifted. 

He  did  not  think  bnt  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  on 
the  preftnt  occafion,  fally  jufHfied  the  conduft  of  the  ad- 
miralty-board.   What  were  the]^  }  An  officer  of  high  rank^ 
and  of  die  firft  reputation  in  his  profeffion,  makes  a  fpe- 
cific  accniation  againft   his  commander  in  chief,   not  of 
equal  rank>  but  of  e(]^ual  reputation  with  the  perfon  whom 
be  acciAd.     What  did  the  accufer  ftake  ^    Every  thing  va- 
loable  and  dear :  the  fruit  of  forty  years  fervices ;  a  fame 
aad  reputation  purcfaafed  with  his  beft.  ability  ;   his  pro- 
feffional  rank  ;  *his  ftat  at  the  admiralty -boara  ;  th^ieu- 
tenant  generalfliip  of  the  marines  ;  the  government  of  dear- 
borough  Caftle ;    and  eventually  his  feat  in  that  Houfe. 
Was  not  one  half  of  thefe  a  good  pledge  to  the  admiralty 
board  and  the  public,  when  ftaked  upon  an  accufation,  con- 
iiftiag  of  ific  fpecific  articles.  For  his  part,  he  never  bcliered 
the  <£arge  to  be  true  ;  and  yet  he  confeflfed,  he  was  ftaggered 
when  he  confidered  how  little  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
had  to  gain,  and  how  very  much  he  had  to  lofe,  and  which 
he  knew  he  muft  lofe,  if  he  failed  in  making  good  his  accu- 
fation.   He.had  already  experienced  in  part,  what  he  well 
deferved*     He  had  been  declared  by  a  mod  refpedable  and 
hoooorabld  body  of  men,  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
who  tried  Mr.  Keppel,  as  the  author  of  a  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  accufation.    He  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  af- 
fertiott  had  been  proved,  and  well  proved ;  and  he  ^the  vice- 
admiral)  ought  and  muft  take  the  coniequeoces  of  his  malice 
or  folly,  ao  matter  which,  fo  far  as  it  was  connected  with 
the  prefenC  debate.     He  did  by  no  means  wifli  to  pre-juc^e 
the  vice-adcpira],.  who,  he  underftood,  was  to  undergo  a  triat 
into  his  conduft,  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  27th  of  Ju- 
ly.   Far  from  it ;  he  prefumed  that  the  vice-admiral  was 
an  able  and  gallant  officer ;    all   he  meant  to  fajr  was, 
that  fuch  an  accufation,  made  by  fuch  a  man,  juftihed  the 
cooduft  of  the  admiralty-board,  and  precluded  them  from 
exerciiing  a  difcretion,   which  in  almoft  any  circuroftanceSy 
(hort  of  thofe  already  mentioned,  would  perhaps  have  been 
extremely  proper,  when  oppofed  to  the  defervedly  high  cha- 
ncer, and  the  eminent  fervices  of  the  commander  in  chief,  as 
weir  as  the  numerous  inconveniencies,   which  in  times  of 
war,  mnft  ever  accompany  public  enquiries  of  fo  extenlive 
and  important  a  nature^ 
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The  main  part  of  lih  iii^g;tniieiit,  vdiidi  was  coliajtond  on 
die  fubjeft  at  the  time  alluded  to,  he  would  4Mrver  %nf^  'vp* 
m  tht  mort  be  cenfidi^ed  the  fob^^,  die  matt'fMy  be  ivas 
€«Miviated  be  vim  ri^t;  'he  meant  (the  fappofed  atndogy  -be*- 
ttreon  *die  piorwers  vcftea  m  the  admrRrtty-boan^  tiAd  thcfie 
interpofitfOiral  or  dtfcretionary  ipowws  ireft  iti:g(«(dd  jm-tes 
iKocm  bills  "of  andiAmeift  and  informations  irn  tht  cauft  cff 
King^s  Bench. 

The  fame  iddas  wbidi  .^premltd  With  hk  leMned  feifmA  t>ti 
a  former  occasion  feemed  yetitoJcoep  pdiTeflkm  K)f  ^his'miiKk 
The  moition  £iid  as  Inach :  the  wotds  ^nccoitiiftg^The  ctr* 
cviiiibittces-of  the'Ckfe^"   had  ^vWeutly  this  inteiipoifttiondl 
or  difcfrettonary  ^wer  in  :view.    Wotild ; rtie  le^mied  gentle- 
nutn  fay,  that  theadnHiialty-boatrd<had  the  capacity  to  aft  as  a 
gtmd  jury,  H>r  as  thc^court  of  King's  Bendh.    Coiftd  diey, 
wcU  as 'dietwo  lacfeer,  inquire  into  die  <^  pafttnfl;^  cir- 
Icmnftflicesof  thencafe  ?"  Coidd  ttey  exaunme  whneiS^^ 
\ti^ixri)c  forte  as  a  gruid  jtn^y,  dr  as  tiie  'ccmft  of  •Kifeg's^ 
'Bdtlch.    If  they  ooQld  not,  what  oircumftsttices  of  the  cAlb 
tCfiAd  pofiibly  eome  legally  wMiinihtir cog«ii:2anCe  ?     N<Aib 
«t  all.    He  fliould  therefonc  never  confent  to  <:0|]i^  ti»  ^  vote^ 
Vofting  dn  the  tAxiad  groimd  of  difcretion.    Sndh^  tote^  con^ 
Videred  even  as  a  rate  to  the  ^etxtknien  of  "^e  •  navy^ '  voofd 
toly  ferve  to  diHraA  vnd  coofomtd,  «fld  tend  io  xmotrmntj^ 
«¥rdr,  "and  abufe.     For  inftance,  tkcrt  wift'a  oonmatndtfr  of 
«  AjosulrtMl  tiow  preparing  to  depart  for  the  Ettft  hidibs.     Hb 
f&ight  not  probably  ierave  TortfinouHi,   fhoutd  ikte  preient 
^ote  paA,  before  he  wocrtd  team  that  this  JHoiife  hctd  dedaned 
the4a^  "that  n  is  the  daty  of  the  'eomoiif&Mem of  rife 
ftdteiratty,  and  of  every  officer  tinder  th^tti  in  their  ifev€fral 
fobOitlmate  ranks  and  fituations,  to  exercife  a  due  tfftri  <fotind 
thfcretion."    Wdl,  the  admiral  proceeds  perhaps  tUl  he 'gets 
Ijeyond  the  line,  and  then  takes  ^  a  booki(»f  great  law  an- 
tkority,  which  informs  him,  tliat  difcretkyn  is  the  la#  of  ty- 
Vants*     In  fuch  a  cafe,  what  is  the  admiral  to  do?  A  vote  of 
ohistHocrie  tells  him  to  exercife  a  due  and  <feutf^  €)ifct^on  upon 
Ac  cfr-cutnftancesarifing  before  hi«n  ;  Ac  great  bw  authority 
^vams  him,  Aat  difcretion  is  the  tyrant's  law.    His  dii*efe  great 
pr6pofitiods  Were,  that  the  board  were  invefted  with 'a  dii'cre- 
*ionary  power ;  that  the  power  fo  veftbdtvasnot  analagoos  to 
wny  pots'cr  exercifcd  in  the  coorts  of  comsnon  and  criminal 
4aw  ;  and  that  itwas  iabfurd  to  co;me  to  a  vote,  10  ftew  that 
a  difcretion  was  vefted  in  the  adoiinilfy- board  gea^rally, 
'When  the  nature  of  the  difcretion  itfclf  was  limited,  by  in- 
cluding 
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thsiiif^  in  ihe  fiiaie  vo^  tk»t  the  board  lii4a  ri^tJCodixcfti^ 
itfoA  ^  <hlay  fendinfi  cooipU^aU  to.  be  fent  t^  «  CQurt- 
liardaU  BcioFfthofacdow^liiedecIafcd,^  he  wzi^  partly  qC 
the  opimcm  qC  the  hpnqur^ble  g^qtlemaja^.  He  QQuld  nojt 
fay,  that  the  admiralty-board,  had  not  a  diicretion,  POC 
Ifaal  il»ey  h^f  accosdin^  to  the  circnoiftaace^  of  thcc^fe; 
tk^i^ward^  importing  aa  iutennedi^te  enquiry,  between  the 
rectiiWg^f  »cQQ)pbu>t,  and  fendiag  k  to  a.  court-niiartlal. 
Tbioking  Aeiefe^c^  that  a  d\r^€t  negative  or  affirmative 
wouW  fcS  equaHy  improper,  he  begged  tq  fofpend  the  deci- 
io^^i  the  qu^ftio^  one  way  or  qther^  by  tnoviog  the,  pre- 
lioQs  ^lelUaa* 

Mr^  A«r^^  was  feiverc  oa  th^  rcaibning  of  the  learned  gen-  Mr.  Airir. 
\kmxk^  Ht  approved  mneh  of  Via  caoooyr  and  explicit  con-  ' 
dp^,  in  fcproUatLo^  the  a^furd  ideas  of  his  friends,  whicV 
he  had  fq  waiinly  cilpqufed  before  Chriftmas ;  and  lamented 
tbthe  iiad  not  p^ilbed  both  a  little  further,  and  applied  theio 
folly  om  the  pcefei^t  occafioo. 

The  karsed  geo^eman  had  given  up  two  points  without 
ftknrt^  He  aclu^wl^dged,  that  the  p4re»rent  board  poflefled 
every  fuUibuitiai  power  en}gyed  by  their  predcceiTors,  ^xiQt 
early  in  the  reign  of  Chicles  11.  and  that  the  ppwers  fb  pofV 
iieffiad,  amounted  to  difcr^tionary  powers ;  butj  fays  the 
kanied  gratleman,  tbo^gb  a  diCcretion  is  lodged  in  the  ooard, 
ihey  mtift  n^  be  tqld  they  have  it,  particularly  by  this 
Hoofir.  When  the  power  is  fpoken  of  at  firft,  it  is  extreme- 
ly ncccflary  to  deny  its  exiftence,  with  a  referve,  however, 
of  Kkoowledging  it  hereafter,  when  it  can  he  no  longer 
defended.  But  aittend  to  the  manner  and  further  purpofe  of 
this  cooceflion  ;  it  U  acknowledged,  that  this  power  exifts^ 
botfooner  than  refolve  one  way  or  the  other,  the  honourable 
tad  kacned  gentleman  has  propofed  the  previous  queftion. 
By  this  means,  as  well  in  form  as  cffeA,  the  learned  gentler 
man,  iko  firft  law  officer  of  the  crown,  tells  you,  that  the 
admiralty  boapd  were  merely  minifterial  ;  he  tells  you  now, 
that  he  retained  a  reierve  within  his  own  breaft  of  recanting  , 
HisfirftopiiiioD,  and  thereby  retaining  his  credit  and  inte^ 
pity.  Well,  what  is  tl^e  effed  of  all  this  }  He  divides  his 
difcovirfe  into  three  parts  ;  in  the  firft  he  ftates  the  difcretion 
contended  on  this  fide  of  the  Honfe ;  in  tlie  next,  that  it 
^snotpartsd^e  of  the  difcretion  exercifed  by  grand  juries 
aod  the  Court  of  Ktn^s  Bench,  in  granting  or  witli-holding 
iBformations ;-  and.  thirdly,  becauTe  it  is  not  fuch  a  fpecios 
of  dySeittiofi,  and becaufii  it  isUmited^  itamounta  to  no  diC-   ' 
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cretion  at  all.  Thus,  whether  the  difcretion  cxifti,  6r  docs 
not  cxift,  forms  no  part  of  the  queftion ;  for  if  it  docs,  it 
arifes  not  from  "  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe  ;**  and  if  if 
does  not  exift  precifely  in  that  manner,  it  cannot  be  exer- 
cxfed. 

The  learned  gentleman  continues  but  a  very  fhort  time  of 
the  fame  opinion ;  for,  after  labouring  a  great  deal  to  prove, 
that  the  difcretion  contended  for  at  this  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
bears  no  refemblance  to  any  other  fpecies  of  legal  di&rretioa 
whatever,  he  fpend&  above  half  an  hour  in  argument  to 
prove,  that  though  the  admiralty  board  had  a  dilcretionary 
power,  they  could  not  properly  exercife  it,  according  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe ;  the  very  words  in  the  nototion 
with  which  he  has  quarrelled ;  and  his  motive  for  with-hold- 
ing  his  alTent  and  getting  rid  of  the  motion  by  the  previous 

Suedion,  The  vice-admiral  was  an  ofReer  of  high  rank  in 
le  fervice,  of  great  reputation  in  his  profcflion,  poflcffing 
confiderable  pofts  and  emoluments  under  government,  the 
lofs  of  which  he  hazarded  on  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the 
accufation preferred  by  himagainft  bis fuperior  officer.  Now 
by  any  rule  of  common  feni^  or  dedudion,  what  are  all 
tbefe,  but  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  ?  Did  not  the  board 
deliberate  and  determine  upon  thofe  circumftances  ?.  If  they 
did,  then  the  learned  gentleman's  ground  of  objection  fialls 
inftai)tly  to  the  ground ;  if  they  did  not,  they  a&ed  igno- 
rantly  and  criminally,  in  not  exerciiing  that  difcretion  which 
the  law  had  vefted  in  them- 

The  learned  gentleman  finding  bimfelf  bewildered,  how- 
ever, in  endlcfs  mazes  of  intricacy  and  contradl^ion,  has  re- 
courfe  to  a  moft  curious  and  novel  mixture  of  faS,  fuppofition 
and  argument. 

He  takes  it  forgranted,  that  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  now  de- 
fined for  the  Eaft-Indies,  ihould  the  Houfe  come  to  the  pro- 
pofed  vote,  will  unfortunately  go  out  poflefled  with  the  pre* 
pofterous  idea,  that  he  is  juftified  by  this  vote,  to  exercife  a 
broad  difcretion.  What  next  ?.  Why  as  foon  as  Sir  Edward 
pafles  the  line,  fo  fate  hath  decreed  it,  he  will  take  up  fome 
great  law  authority  to  perufe,  and  having  perufed  it,  hp  will 
then  and  there  find  contained  in  the  faid  law  book,  that  dif- 
cretion is  the  law  of  tyrants.  What  then  is  the  conclufion  I 
That  Sir  Edward  will,  not  know  in  the  world  what  to  do.  If 
he  difot>eys  the  vote  of  this  Houfe,  he  will  be  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  privilege,  or  at  leaft  a  breach  of  duty ;  if  he  does  not  difo- 
bey  it,  then  comes  his  confcience  a/ccufmg  him^  reminding  him 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1779^  DEBATES.  i6i 

that  lie  has  preferred  difcretion  the  tyrant's  law.  So  that  if 
he  does  not  sSt  diTcretionally,  which  the  law  impowers  him 
todo^  or  if  he  aSs  merely  miniftcriaHy,  which  the  law  for- 
bids him  to  do,  according  to  the  conceffions  of  the  learned 
gentleman  himfelf.  Sir  Edward  is  fure  to  remain  in  doubt  and 
uncertainty,  and  when  he  is  afting  perfeflly  right,,  according 
to  his  own  judgment  and  opinion,  he  muft  be  perfuaded,  he 
is  a^ing  perfedly  wrong,  and  contrary  to  his  confcience. 

He  was  willing,  however,  not  to  fbock  the  learned  gentle- 
man's underftanding,  by  tracing  any  analogy  bctwtetn  the 
proceedings  of  the  admiralty. board  and  our  courts  of  criminal ' 
and  common-law.  He  would  acknowledge,  that  the  board  had 
no  right  to  examine  witneffes  ex  parte  upon  oath,  like  a  grand 
jury  I  nor  to  receive  written  tcftimonics  upon  oath,  like  the 
cout  of  King's-bench,  previous  to  the  granting  or  refuting 
an  information.  Biit  as  the  learned  gentleman  had  defcribed 
the  board,  ftattng  the  probabilities  which  determined  their 
cooduS  on  one  jide,  why  not  fuppofe,  that  they  ought  to 
have  informefd  themfelves  as  much  as  they  could  on  the  other; 
and  after  putting  them  in  oppofite  fcales,  determine  fairly  in 
favour  of  the  w^ightieft.  Why  not  take  the  long  and  able 
fervices  of  the  commander  in  chief,  as  the  bafis  to  plead  on, 
as  well  as  the  fervices  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  f  Why  not  con- 
fulc  the  vice-admiral  of  the  Red,  Sir  John  Lindfay,  Sir  John 
Loekhart  Rofs,  and  the  captains  La  Forefte,  Walfingham, 
Gower,  &c.  If  the  board  could  not  examine  them  upon 
oath,  they  might  confer  with  them  as  officers,  and  confulC 
them  as  gentlemen  and  men  of  honour.  If  what  thofe  gen« 
tlemen  would  have  faid  could  not  be  received  as  evidence, 
it  might  well  be  oppofed  to  an  accufation  not  given  in 
upon  oath.  The  opinions  of  fuch  men,  had  they  been  de- 
fired,  might  well  meet  the  opinion  of  that  of  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer, for  his  accufation  was  no  more.  He  was  not  bound  to 
prove  in  any  other  manner,  but  by  the  oaths  of  other  men  ; 
fo  that  ^ke  it  in  apy  fenfe,  if  the  opinions  of  thofe  gentle- 
men already  mentioned  had  contradi^ed  that  of  the  vice*ad«- 
miral  of  the  blue,'  it  would  have  been  no  more  than  weigh- 
ing opinion  againft  opinion. 

ilcobfcrved,  that  the  noble  Lord  [Mulgrave]  who  oppofed 
the  motion,  had  whh  his  ufual  ability  contended,  that  a  vc»te 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring  the  law,  was  not  law, 
nor  binding  upon  the  courts  in  Weftminfter-hall.  He  agreed  . 
with  him  moft  heartily  ;  but  he  trufted,  that  a  vote  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  render  what  was  before  legal,  il* 
legal.  If  it  did  not,  then  the  obfervation  went  for  nothing. 
.    Vol.  XI.  r  But 
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'  But  the  queftion  of  law  was  already  given  up,  by  the  noble 
Lord's  learned  friend,  who  fpoke  Idl ;  therefore^  a  vote  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring  what  the  law  was,  when 
It  went  to  declare  what  the  law  was  acknowledged  to  be,  was 
not  ufurping  the  whole  legiflati  ve  power  into  their  own  hands, 
but  a  mere  opinion,  thai  the  legiflatnre  had  declared  the  law 
to  be  fuch  as  ftated  in  the  vote. 

The  noble  Lord's  fentiments  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeeeh 
brought  a  very  remarkable  circumftance  ftefli  into  bis  mind, 
whi<£  proved,  that  his  Lordfhip  onoe  entertained  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion*  His  Lordfhip  moved  a  propofition  in  that 
Houfe  fome  yean  fincr^  and  nuintained  the  proDricty  of  it 
in  a  very  able  manner,  in  which  it  was  aflerted,  ttiat  one  of 
the  ordinary  fun&ions  of  the  firft  law  officer  of  the  crown, 
(alluding  to  CapUin  Phipps'a  motion  in  177O9  relative  to  the 
ill^lity  of  the  Attorney  General's  filing  $x  %ffiA9  infenna- 
Vons]  was  contrary  to  Uw^  and  the  funumental  privileges 
of  the  people,  under  the  conftitution  ;'  it  feemed,  however, 
that  the  noble  Lord  txoted  himfelf  in  this  fpirited  .attenipt  to 
nopurpofe  \  for  if  it  had  been  carried  by  a  vote  of.  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  it  would  have  availed  nothing,  it  would  have 
been  difregarded  by  the  iudges  in  Weftminfter-hall,  f^ch 
Was  not  the  langua^  held  by  him  on  that  occafion,  and  which 
he  would  not  have  treated  as  an  extra-judicial  opinion,  that 
no  man  was  obliged  to  take  notice  or  ob^y  becaiife  it  had  not 
the  fan£Uon  of  the  other  two  hranehes  of  the  l^iflatuie. 

After  fome  farther  allufions  on  the  former  anopcefent  con- 
dud  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  again  refumed  his  obfervatioos  on 
the  arguments  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  which 
he  held  up  in  a  variety  of  fhrong  lights,  as  involving  a  feries 
of  abfurdity  and  contradidion*    w  concluded  with  recom- 
piending  to  the  Houfe,  to  come  to  the  vote  dcfired,  as  the 
only  means  of  removing  that  contrariety  of  opinion  every  per* 
fon  on  the  <^pofite  bench  held  with  himfelf,  and  every  indi* 
vidual'  who  fpoke  held  with  the  fpeaker  who  preceded  him. 
UuSJitbof     Mr.  ^olicit0r  pimral  faid  he  (hould  enter  into  an  inveftiga* 
^f»<f«/.      tion  of  the  legal  queftion,  to  {hew,  that  the  discretion  ve&d 
in  the  admiralty- board  was  not  analagous  to  any  other  Ijpeeiea 
of  power  exercifed  in  any  .of  the  ftages  of  criminal  proceed- 
ing.   The  board  had  been  improperly  defcribed  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ;  for  it  could  not  autbo* 
ritatively  fend  for  Vice-admiralf  Harland,   for  Sir  William 
.  Lindfay,  or  Sir  Lockhart  Rofs ;  or  if  they  had  fent  for  them, 
and  interrogated  .them  on  the  affair  of  the  27th  and  iStb  of 
'July,  were  they  bound  to  anfwer.    Nor  could  their  loofe  opi- 
4  nions. 
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jSioos,  Mt  given  upon  oadi,  or  given  under  the  fanAion  of 
«nf  hgtl  pr«mfio0^  outweigh  the  pofitive  duty  which  the  law 
wipofed  upoiv  diem,  in  the  capacity  of  comniiffioners,  having 
hefefe  (hem-no  left  than  an  accuUtion,  Whieb  if  proved,  rei> 
dered  the  party  convidtd  liable  to  fuffer  death. 
'  Tbe^tftiBttion  Mjgcd  in  a  grand  jury,  and  the  cburt  of 
Kihj;*«-bcft€hi  was  ot-a  very  different  texture.  The  grand 
jareraliad'^  right  te examine  witnefles  ex  parity  and  on  that 
aedtum  oC  praof,  £nd^rejed  thebH),  aa  they  tbougMt  pro^ 
per;  •  Ift'like'Ciaahtiery'  ihe  court  of  King's^bench  bear  the 
faitie*  by  their  oounfeLIn  courts  ami  are  in  pd(fefion  of  faSb 
if  «fid9vilsf  ^whkfarjk  the  gmt  ground  of  proceedtn|.  Re 
wmlaffgdy  into  «thisi4ttbjeA,  to  prove,  that  the  diicreflldh 
pofelcd  by  theadmralty-board,  did  not  parukyof  tbe  nature 
of  tkaC'iahaicat'in  giand  juries,  and  the  court  of  KingV 
benobk  •  .»»  ,  •     »*,*... 

-  He  then  met  the  great  argument,  that  the  admiraltfy-board 
hadtba<difeMtioii  contended  £91:,  but  declined  to  exercife  it, 
'whi<^  be  defended  upofi^  the  three  fallowing  grounds ;  the 
magnitiadQi  and  fpecificatioa  of  the  charge,  the  charader  of 
tie  aeeuffr^  and  tbe.;ftrDog  pcobabiltties  which  prdented 
tbeaiMyet  to  the  hoacd,*that  a  perfon  fo  chrcumftanced  would 
not  im»o  brought  an,  accufiition  totally  falfe. 
.  .  TJl#  eccttfatitMi  waa  disoft  and  fpecific,  and  compofed  of 
fire-fepnrate  ^rttcka^  upon  any  one  of  which  iflue  mt^ht  be 
•takeni-nod  the  proof  eyentuaify  lead  to  the  condenfnatioh  of 
the  accaiAd^,  or  the  infamy  and  ignominy  of  the  aecufer, 

WbnC  waa  the  -next  confidecatton  which  ou^ht  to  have 
prtffiNl  itfelf  on  the  minds  of  the  admiralty-boar  J  r  The  rank 
and  cbaraderol  the  aecufer.  •  Who  is  this  ma.q  f  He  is  a  per- 
ha  of  very  high-  clviraAer  in  bis  profef^oo^  of  long  and  me- 
rited fiurvs^c,  of  great  n^tnk  as  a  profeffional  man,  and  was  a 
vitnc6  and  aSorin  tbe.tranfadions  of  the,  17th  and  28th  of 
Jaly«  fBu^iupppfiligthat  tbe  board  had  carried  their  doubts 
to  their  -fiilkft  qxt6n^  jwould  not  the  pledge^  which  tbe  ac- 
cqftr  bdd  out  to  the  l)oard,.  I^e  Sufficient  to  do  away  aH  doubts 
and  furmiAiB  ?,  „•  •• 

What  then  is  the  nature  of  this  pledge  I  No  lefs  than  a 
vice^admiral»  n^ne  of  tbe  commiffioners  of  the*^  admiralty^ 
lieuteimnt-geiii^ral^of  the  maiines,  a  governor  of  Scarborough ' 
caftle»  fdkiA  pember  of  that  Houte,  poiTeffing  places  and 
cmolumcata.. little  (hort  of  5000/.  pir  annum^  who  is  the  au* 
tfaor.of  -th^  chargp.  What  then^  in  the  acceptation  of  the 
common-fenfe  '<>i  mankind,  does  fuch  a  conduA  amount  to, 
but 'that  a  great  aAd  refpedabletiaval  officer,  of  diftinguifhed 
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reputation  in  his  profeilion,  comes  to  the  admiralty -board, 
and  tclb  them  fubftantially,  "  This  is  my  chargfe  againft 
Admiral  Kcppcl.     I  pledge  myfelf  to  prove  every  article  of 
It,  you  cannot  doubt  my  intentions,  for  I  have  uakcd  forty 
years  fervice,  my  rank,  reputation,  and  great  emoluments 
on  the  eyent.   <  I  muft  bring  the  charge  home  to  the  partv 
accufed,  or  my  ruin  is  inevitable.''     Here  he  launched  forth 
^       into  very^  pa&onate  expreiCons  againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
and  bcftowed  feveral  harfli  epithets  on   his  condud,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  worft  motives,  thofe  of  envy,  rancour, 
refentment  and  felf  defence.     He  faid  he  was  no  longer  wor- 
thy of  notice,  that  he  hoped  the  juftice  of  the  nation  would 
be  fatisfied  by  bringing  him  to  a  trial,  and,  though  for  want 
of  rigorous  profecution  Sir  Hugh  (hould  be  acquitted,  he 
would  be  one  of  the  firft  in  that  Houfe  to  rife,  to  move,  or 
readieft  to  fecond  a  motion  of  cenfure  on  the  admiralty- 
board,  if  they  ihould  ajB;ain  employ  a  man  who  had  been 
convided,  and,  in  his  opinion,  very  properly  convided,  of  the 
worft  of  all  human  crimes,  that  of  preferring  a  malicious 
.and  ill-founded  accufation  againft  his  principal  in  command. 
His  concluiion  on  the ,  whole  was,  that  the  admiralty  •^xvard 
had  a  difcuiiion  .of  a  particular  nature,  but  not  founded  in 
previous  enquiry  ;  and  that  upon  the  circumftances  which  ac- 
companied the  accufation  made  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  the 
'.9th  of  December,  thongh  they  were  competent  to  rcfufc  or 
delay,  they  were  fully  juftified  in   immediately  diredking  a 
*  court-martial.     He  fpoke  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  and  very 
ably. 
Mr.Damha     The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  rc-ftatcd  fome  of  the  argu- 
ments ufed  by  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.   Sollicitor;   talked 
of  Sir  Hugh  ralHfcr  as  a  gallant  officer,  accufing  anotlier 
gallant  officer  with  mifconduft;  and  contended,  that   the 
admiralty-board  could  not  have  afted  otherwife  than  they 
had  done,  without  being  guilty  of  manifeft  partiality.     He 
travelled  through  a  great  deal  of  mifcellancous  matter,   fuch 
as  riots,    win<K)w-br^aking, .  proceffions  into  Ae   city,  &c. 
and  afterwards  returned  to  the  fubjeft ;  wifliine  rather   to 
meet  the  motion  fairly  and  direftly  than  by  the  previous 
queftion ;  bccaufe  the  words  *^  circumftances  of  the  cafe" 
could  not  be  fupported  in  the  firft  motion,  as  the  board  had 
no  authority  whatever  to  enquire  into  circumftances  ;    and 
of  courfe  no  cenfure  could  lie  on  the  admiralty -board,  for 
not  exerciling  a  power  they  confcflcdly  had.  not. 
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Admirad  Pigot  contended,  that  the  board  had  a  difcretion  A4m.  ?%«• 
in  the  inftaace  alluded  to,  and  were  fpecially  called  by  the 
very  words  objefted  to  in  the  motion,  **  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,''  to  rcjea  the  complainr. 

What  were  thofe  circumftances  ?  A  vice  admiral,  knowing 
of  the  crimes  alledged  by   him  againft  his  fuperior  in  com* 
mandy  comes  into  port,  after  being  witnefs  to  a  conduft 
which  deferved  capital  punifliment,  and  remains  filent.    He 
fails  a  fecond  time,  unaer  the  fame  commander,  on  whofe 
fldll  and  condufl:  the  very  fafety,  nay  ^iftencc  of  this  coun- 
try depended.    Hitherto  not  a  fyllable  of  complaint  efcapes 
his  lips,  till  attacked  in  print  by  an  anonymous  writer,  who  ^ 
charged  him  with  diibbedience  of  orders.     Here  then,  after 
fome  mtonths,   for  the  fifft  time,  in  order  to  defend  himfelf, 
he  finds  fault  with  his    comtnander  in    a  newfpaper,    to 
which  he  figns  his  qame.    Neverthelcfs  a  month  intervenes 
and  no  charge  ^s  made.    At  the  end  of  that  month,  the  af*- 
fair  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  July  happens  to  be  mentioned 
in  that  Houfe,  when  he  again  repeats  his  charge.     He  con- 
fefles  he  did  not  obey  the  fignal ;  he  fays  he  could  not  obey 
it;  and  charges  the  admiral  with  being  the  caufeof  his  not 
bein|;  able  to  perform  his  duty,  by  his  miftakes  and  errors 
in  his  mode  of  engaging ;  he  adds  at  the  time,   "  There  is 
nothing  I  more  Cncerely  wifh,   than  to  have  my  condu& 
enquired  into,    but  I  decline  it  merely  on  account  of  the 
advancement  of  the    public  fcrvicc,    which    muft  materia 
ally  fufFer   fhould  I  be  brought  to  trial.'*     Well,    a  day 
was  appointed  when  the  Houfe  fliould  next  be  in  a  com* 
mittee  of  fupply,  on  the  navy   eftabliftiment,  namely,  on 
19th  of  December,    to    enter    into  a  difcufCon   on   the 
the  fijbjeA.  •  On  that  day  he  attended  in  his  place  in  that 
Houfe,  both  the  admirals  were  prefent ;  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr 
faid,  the  committee  would  be  deferred  till  Friday  (the  nth) 
when  he  would  again  attend  in  his  place.    This  was  about 
a  quarter  after  three.     In  a  few  minutes  after.  Sir  Hugh 
quitted  the  Houie,  with  the  accufatipn  in  his  pocket,  which 
Was  received  by  the  board  at  half  paft  three,   and  a  letter 
fent  at  half  paft  ten  that  night  to  Admiral  Keppel  to  prepare 
for  his  trial.     This  plain  narrative  of  fafts  furniftied  **  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,"  which  would  have  fully  juftified 
the  board,  in  refuling  a  trial.     Sir  Hugh's  filence  at   Ply- 
mouth,.and  from  thence  to  the  appearance  of  the  anonymous 
publication,  his    apology  to  thfe  Houfe   of  Commons  for 
iiot  denaanding  a  tri4  into  his  own  condu£l^  his  fecretly 
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pr^ferui^  the  s^ccufation,  previoui  to  the  dav  in  which  the 
matter  Was  a^ain  to  he  diictdTed  in  the  HotiJe  of  Commdns, 
and  his  declaring  in  his  place  in  that  Hourc,  after  the  actts- 
fatibn  was  received  by  the  board,  that  he  would  neteVha:ve 

£  referred  it,  were  it  not  to  clear  his  own  charaAet.  Theft, 
e  faid,  were  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe ;  circumffaAccs 
more  than  Ibfficient  to  (hew,  that  the  accufation  Drfgiftatbd 
cither  in  the  mdft  bafe  and  unmanljr  malice,  or  iff  a  ptitici- 
ple  of  felf-dcfence  and  coniUous  guilt  or  negligbnce  itt  the 
day  ofaftion.  '  *     '  -     . 

The  admiral  then  pafled  feveral  high  encomiums  on  the 
two  great  officers  about  to  quit  the  fervice  (Howe  airf  KkJ>- 
pcl.)  He  recapitulated  thcif  various  ferviccs  id  very  flat- 
tering terms.  He  begged  Lord  Howe's  pardon  for  fpeaking 
favourably  of  him  to  his  face,  as  he  knew  no  man  liked  it 
iefs;  fpoke  of  Kis' great  fervices  it  Rhode  liland;  read  a 
very  long  letter  from  his  brdther  who  commanded  there, 
highly  extolling  the  tonduft  of  his  Lordfhip,  and  concluded 
with  a  general  teftimony,  how  calculated  by  every  virtue, 
public  and  privatb,  he  was  to  conquer  and  command,  by  the 
intereft  he  had  in  the  heart  of  every  Britifh  fcaman.  He 
trufted  the  expreflion,  however  hdmcly,  would  not  offend  his 
Lordfhip  :  that  was,  "jGive  us  black  Dick,  and  we  feat 
.  nothing."  He  added,  though  from  particular  circuififtabcca, 
feveral  great  naval  characters  were  dilgufted,  he  could 
never  hear  without  pain,  that  it  mtght  and  would  affe£t 
the  Icrvice  in  general.  It  was  reported,  that  upwards  of 
twenty  captains  of  the  firft  reputation,  were  on  the  point 
of  .retiring  from  the  fervice.  He  hald  made  an  enquiry  con- 
cerning its  truth,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  it  was  totally 
groundiefs. 
toT^Havfe.  hovA  Howe  anfwered  the  compliments  paid  him  by  the  1^ 
'  honourable  gentleman,  confefled  how  little  he  deferved  them ; 
andobferved,  that  he  would,  deferve  the  epithet  of  "black," 
''indeed.  In  a  very  different  fenfe,  if  he  did  not  feel  the  moft 
grateful  emotions  at  his  heart,  on  the  very  favourable  opi-. 
jiion  his  country,  his  brother  officers  and  feanien,  entertain- 
ed of  his  feeble  attempts  towards  a  performance  of  his 
duty.  .  ^  *    '  ■  , 

He  faid  neverthelefs,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  truft  the. 
little  reputation  he  had  earned  by  forty  years  fervice,.  his 
perfonal  honour  and  every  thing  clfe  which  he  held  dear,  into 
the  liands  of  men,  who  had  neither  the  ability  to  aft  on  their 
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own  JDdgmenV  ^^  ^C  nxtc^ity  ahcl  ^ood  fehifc  to  JFollow  oen.  Ctm* 
the  advice, of  p^crf,  wiq  miglit  know  more  of  the  matter.    «Mgri 

General  Coinva^  faid  the  gentlemen,  of  the  long  robe  who 
oppofc4  the  motion,  bad  clouded  it  over  and  thrown  the 
whole  intp  uncertainty  and  confafion.  They  had  in  one 
part  of  their  aignpiejits  coiitendcd^  even  for  the  difcretioh 
they1abo|ir^mbft  eameftly  and  violently  to  prove,  that  it 
WIS  a  particnkr  fpecies  of  difcretion ;  they  agreed  in  faft  to 
the  terms  of  the  motion  ;  and  finally  had  laboured  to  put  pfF 
the  decifi^i^^  ^7.^^  means  of  the  previotw  (jtieftion,  becaufe 
they  doubted,  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  difcretion. 

He  then  catered  into  the  queftion  at  large,  to  (hew  that  the 
admiralty  board  had  a  difcf etional  power,  to  fend  or  not  to 
fend  the  accufiition  to  be  enquired  jinto,  and  that  there  never 
w^sanopcafion  upon  the, apparent  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
whidi  caUed  more  prefiin^ly  for  the  difcretionai  interpolition 
of  the  admiralty  board. 

Mr*.  J^o»  laid  tl)e  principal  ftrefs  of  his  argument  on  theMr.F«Jv. 
AdminJ^  board,  nof  only  fending  Mr,  Keppel  to  trial  in  the 
hafty  precipitate  manner  in,  which  they  did  ;  but  refufing 
him, the  pie  of  fuch  part  of  his  inilruAions,  as  might  be  ne-^ 
ceflary  to  his  defence.  He  read  the  letters  which  paffed  be* 
twecn  the  Admiral  and  the  board,  pending  the  trial,  which  he 
conteiided  amounted  to  a  dire£t  denial  ;  becaufe  firft,  they 
tell  hinij  that  they  w;iH  admit  him  to  make  ufc  of  fuch  part  of 
his  inftruAions,  as  may  not  be  the  means  of  conveying  im- 
proper intelligence  to  the  enemy  ;  and  when  the  Admiral  ap- 
plitti  the  fccond  time,  he  was  in  faft  rcfufcd,  for  he  received 
a  copy  of  no  part  of  the  inftruftions.  He  concluded,  em- 
pbatically^  that  the  man,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  (he  named  him)  ^ 
who  deprived  this  country  of  two  of  her  braveft  Admirals, 
was  E  mater  traitor  to  the  nation,  than  the  man  who  fet  fire 
to  thci^ock  yards. 

Lord  North  fpoke  in  anfwer  to  moft  of  the  arguments  that  Ld.  /v^ri, 
bad  beeo  urged  on  the  other  lide.  His  chief  effort  wai^  to 
diftii^ifh  the  fsinie  fervices  and  reputation  attending  the 
condtt^gf  Admiral  Keppel,  from,  wtiat  he  called,  thefalfe 
and  fpurious  preten^ons  built  upon  them  by  the  friends  of 
t)ie  pr^feQt  motion.  His  Lordlhip.  launched  forth  into  the 
-hl^efipafliygeric  on  the  Admiral,  who  as  a  firft  rate,  here* 
prefi3ltd.>  as  failing  before  the  wind,  with  alt  His  faik  fet^  and 
ftrcawrs  flyi^jg  ;,he  obfcrvcd,  that  oppolitipn  had  forced 
thcmfclves  into  the  Ihrouds,  feme  oii  the  yards,  &c. 

Th^y 
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^  They  "  in  their  little  bark  attendant  fail, 

Purfue  the  triumph,  and  partake  the  gale." 
After  purfuing  this  idea  for  fome  time,  his  LordHiip  com- 
{Kired  them  to  the  barnicles,  which  faften  upon  a  ibip^s  bot- 
tom, render  it  foul,  and  impede  iu  uAial  progrefs.     In  one     | 
view,  he  obferved  they  added  to  the  triumph ;  in  the  other, 
they  rendered  the  Admiral's  bottom  foul,  his  courfes  flow,     i 
and  if  he  did  not  fliake  them  off  in  time,  diey  might  fbon  ren-     | 
.  der  a  repair  extremely  ncceffary.  ! 

His  Lordfhip  went  into  a  variety  of  proofs  to  (hew,  that 
the  board  could  not  have  a£ted  otherwife,  than  they  had  ;  for 
that  if  the  trial  had  been  refufed,  it  would  furnifh  a  pretence 
for  faying,  that  they  received  a  complaint  or  perhaps  advifed 
it,  and  refuied  to  fend  the  charge  to  be  enquired  into,  on  pur- 
«  pofe  to  prevent  the  Admiral  from  proving  his  innocence. 

Cd.  Barri.     Colonel  Bcarre  was  fevere  upon  Lords  North  and  Sand- 
wich, who  if  they  knew  what  every  crown  lawyer  now  con- 
.  fefled,  he  faid,  behaved  like  traitors  to  their  country.     That     1 
they  bad  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to  facrifice  Admiral  Kep-     : 

E;l  to  tlicir  malice  ai^d  revenge.     And  he  warned  the  noble    I 
ord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  lince  his  late  declarations  in 
that  Houfe  was  equally  refponfible  with  the  noble  Earl  in 
the  other  Houfe,  that  if  Admiral  Keppel  and  Lord  Howe, 
were  to  be  driven  from  the  fervice  of  tJieir  country,   or  as  he    j 
emphatically  expreifed  bimfelf,  if  this  country  fhould  be  de-    | 
fpoiled  of  their  fervices  by  fuch  machinations  and  cabinet  in-    | 
trigucs,  that  his,  and  the  noble  EarFs  head  alluded  to,  be  fta-    ; 
ked  on  the  event.     He  was  called  to  order  by  the  Houfe,  and   j 
particularly  by  Mr.  Penton ;  but  he  grew  more  violent,  and    ! 
compared  his  Majefty's  minifters,  to  a  knot  of  midnight  con-   1 
*  fpirators,  plotting  their  country's  ruin,  and  profcribing  the 
lives,  fortunes  and  reputation  of  every  man  who  was  likely 
to  (land  in  the  way  of  the  accomplifhment  of  their  deep-laid 
but  weak  and  nefarious  fyftem ;  a  fyftem  every  way  calcula- 
ted to  ruin  the  nation  ;  to  render  Parliament  mamefuUy  fer- 
vile  and  contemptible,  and  to  arm  a  few  chofen  inftruments  ; 
^        with  a  fpecies  of  power,  no  lefs  deftruftive  of  the  c6nftitu- 
tion,  than  of  the  perfonal  glory  and  eafe  of  the  Sovereign^  I 
'  and  the  general  profperity  and  nappinefs  of  the  people.  j 

Hon.  Mf.       Hon.  Mr.  Sr.  John,  concluded  the  debate  with  an  eulogium  | 
<9r.>ltf*    ^^  ^^  public  and  private  virtues  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  I 
blue  ribbon  ;  on  his  great  minifterial  abilities,  contempt  of  | 
money,  indefatigable  induftry,  and  difregard  of  power  and  \ 
.  Vforldtly  honours.  '  Mr.  St.  John  was  interrupted  frofii  every  I 
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Mt  rf  "flic  Rotife,  by  a  general  «J1  for  tfce  queftidn  ^.  the 
^oeftion ! 

Aitelf  pattottfebMock/theHourc  divicfcd  on  fhe  previ« 
tms  qoeJftion  moYcd  bjr  the  Attorney  General  ;  ayes  135, 
noes  228. 

The  three  following  gentlemen  ^^erc  in  the  minority  pn 
this  divifion,  who  were  abfent  at  the  time  of  the  divifions  oh 
the  3d  and  8th  of  March. 

Right  hon.  William  Gerard  Hamilton      Warehain 
Thomas  Lifter  -  -  Clithcroc 

Hon,  T.  F,  Wenman  -  -        Weftbury 

As  fooh  as  the  members  retnrncd  into  thfe  Houic,  anotner 
divHion  took  "place  on  Mr.  Dunning*s  fecond  motion,  ayies 

121,  I!^[^  2l8. 

March  rt. 
Hon.  ^.  Zf//fr^// moved,  "  that  in  a  committee  the  rapid  Hon.  Tm- 
decay  of  the  Britifh  fleet  fhould  be  taken  into  confidcration,  pULuttrelU 
and  fomte  means  thought  of  for  feafonin^  and  preparing  the 
timber  in  the  dock-yards."     The  neceffity  of  this  meafure 
he  ftated  by  Ihewing,  that  fince  the  appointment  of  theipre- 
fentfirft  Lord  of  the  A<Jniitalty  there  had  been  moft  rapid-    . 
decay  ;  that  a  very  great  number  of  fhips,  built  but  a  fhort 
time  ago,  wert  already  ufclcfs  ;  that  upwards  of  forty  fhi^s  ^ 

of  war  had  been  loft  within  the  two  laft  years,  by  the  deca^ 
of  thc^mbcr ;  that  a  fcleft  committee  had  given  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  Parliament  fhould  immediately  enquire  into 
fome  better  means  than  were  now  ufed  ;  'and  he  informed  the 
Houfe,  that  the  propofal  which  would  be  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee was  the  refult  of  a  long,  expenfivc,  and  experimental 
refearch,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  found  adequate  to  the 
porpofc.  The.pcrfon  who  had  made  it,  had  been  requefted 
to  lay  it  before  the  navy-board,  which  he  objeftcd  to,  but  he 
wzs  willing  to  lay  it  before  Parliament. 
Lord  North  objefted  to  the  words,  **  rapid  decay."  L^^  Nortik 

Hon.  T.  Luttreli,  withdrew  them,  declaring,  that  the  only  ^^^^  ^^ 
pnrpofe  he  had  to  fervc  in  this  matter  was  the  good  of  his JLattreli* 
country,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  motion  tended  to  that 
cffea. 

Lord  Mulgravc  objefted  to  the  enquiry  altogether ;    the  i^^^  j(^    . 
navy -board  was  the  propeV  place  for  fuch  refearches  ;  Parlia-  pteuu 
ment  was  very  incapable  of  inveftigating  the  matter,  as  had 
been  proved  in  the  recent  inftance,  when  the  committee  had 
fat  three  months,  and  had  come  to  no  refolutions  on  the  fub'* 

jea.        .  .. 
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Hon.  T.  Luttrell  (kid  he  rauft  inform  the  noble  Lord,  why 
the  propofition  could  not  come  before  the  navy-board.  Lonl 
Sandwidi  had  afed  the  gentleman  ill,  in  not  having  complied 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  for  pro- 
viding for  him  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion. 

The  fpeaker  objefted  to  Mr.  Luttrell*s  riling  fo  often  to 
fpeak*  Mr.  Luttrell  contended  he  was  within  the  rules  of 
ufage,  juftificd  by  daily  precedent,  and  by  the  chair  itfelf, 
in  {o  far  as  the  fpeaker  had  on  a  former  occaiion  declared,  that 
in.profeflional  queftions,  gentlemen  might  rife  to  give  infor- 
mation more  than  once. 

Mr.  Rigby  rofe  to  order,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech, 
he  threw  out  fomc  oblique  hints  againft  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  making  long  fpeeches,  and  laid,  he  did  not  know  for 
his  part  what  the  motion  was. 

Hon.  7*.  Luttreil  rofe  alfo  to  order,  and  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  faying,  that  on  this  fubjcA  the  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  to  oe  ignorant  of  every  thing,  but  the  infianious 
and  inordinate  profits  of  his  own  employment. 

The  Jttorney  Geruraly  [Mr.  Wedclerburne]  moved  to  take 
down  the  words.  The  words  were  taken  down,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Luttrell,  and  he,  explained  their  meaning,  by 
faymg,  not  infamous  with  refpcft  to  the  gentleman,  but  infa- 
mous for  the  country  to  admit  at  this  time  of  increafing  bur- 
thens, increafing  expences,  and  increaling  the  taxation.* 

The  Attorney  General  moved,  that  thofe  words  are  very 
unparliamentary,  and  too  indecent  to  be  ufed.  Mr.  G^ricke 
feconded  the  motion,  becaufe,  as  he  afterwards  faid,  tlicy 
feemed  to  infer,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  from 
no  other  principle  but  from  motives  of  emolument. 

A  fliort  co»verfation  arofe  on  this  queflion,  wherein  Mr, 
Rigby  dropped  fome  feverc  words,  and  which  was  put  an  end 
to  by  a  fpeech  of  the  Hon.  J,  Luttrell,  who  faid  he  would  not 
countenance  his  honourable  relation  in  any  perfonality.  which 
*he  would  condemn  in  another,  was  fenfible  that  his  brother 
did  not  mean  any  perfonal  attack  on  the  chara&er  of  a  man 
whom  he  was  fenfiblc  he  refpefted,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  honourable  in  his  brother  to  explain  himfelf  more  fully. 

Hon.  71  Luttrell  faid  that  he  would  before  that  have  rifen  toi. 
explain  himfelf  more  fully,  but  for  fome  expreffions  that  had 
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fallen  froiD  tbe  hooouiable  GeodemaD,  which  prevented  him. 
He  «^ould  be  the  laft  man  in  that  Hoofe  to  explain  away  any  • 
aiTertion  he  had  dared  to  make,   at  the  fame  time  that  he 
would  be  as  far  as  any  one  from  permitting  an  expr^ffion  of' 
his,  conceived  in  warmth,  and  fpoken  obfcurely,  to  hint  a  - 
reflection  for  want  of  an  explanation.     In  this  cafe  he  could 
call  many  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe,  to  attell  for  him  the 
opinion  he  held  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr*  Riify  faid,  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  J.  Luttrell  had  *^'  *'-?^' 
iDterfered,  fuUy  fatisfied  him  ;  he  had  mifconceived  his  bro« 
ther  I  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  forgive  him* 
for  the   warmth  he  had  (hewn,   and  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  withdrawn*  .  . 

The  Attorney  General  withdrew  his  motion  :    and  Mr. ' 
Luttrell  did  the  fame.. 

March  17. 

Mr.  Frederick  Montagu  moved,   by  inftruftion  of  the  com-  Mr.  Fnd, 
roirtee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  was   referred,  to  ^•■^P'* 
coafider  of  granting  jelief  to  diflehting  minifters,  teachers, 
&c.  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Sir  Henry  Hoghtonfeconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  MoyJ^  rofe,  not  to  oppofe  bringing  in  a  hill  of  thatMr.ilf«f/«f* 
ibrt,  but  as  he  fhould  not  be  in  town  when  fuch  bill  was  deba^* 
ted,  to  cxprcfs  fome  4pubts  he  entertained  of  the  propriety* 
of  the  meafure.     He  faid  the  conduA  of  the  legiilaturc  from 
the  time  of  pailing  the  toleration  aft,  to  the  prefent  day, 
afforded  a  leiTonof  great  caution  and  circumfpeftiony  as  they 
had  ever  declined  making  any  alteration  in  the  law  upon  this 
ibbjefty  though  their  attention  had  been  often  calleid  to  it/ 
He  obfcrved  that  the  objefts  of  the  propofcd  Bill  were  pcrfons" 
whofe  province  it  was  to  inftruft  mankind ;  that  from  the  firft 
edablifhrnentof  our  national  church  the  tegiflature  had  anxi-' 
oully  laboured   to  iecure  all  perfons  of  that  defcription  in 
tbe  doctrine  and  principles  of  the  church  of^  England  ;  that 
without  fuch  foundation  the  church  could  not  have  ftood  and 
the  teft  aflt  never  would  have  paifed  ;  that  though  the  objcft* 
of  the  bill  were  confined  to  preachers  of  diflenting  congrega- 
tions, that  was  in  truth  to  all  the  world  who  would  come  and 
bear  thein,  any  body  was  a  diflcnter  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
an  audience  ;  that  a  preacher  and  teacher  was  a  public  truft, 
that  indulgence  to  tender  confciences,  liberty  to  ufe  their  own 
form  of  worfhip,  and  to  abftain  from  fuch  modes  as  any 
men's  opinions  reje£ted,  were  already  allowed ;  that  it  was 
difficult  u>  lay,  bow  far  tefU  in  favour  of  th^  eftablifhed 
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cimrah  fll^kl  bo  extondsdy  but  i^  was  a  g»at  ckiil  to  oxpeA 
from  any  U^flatufo,  tkat  It  fhoiddT  avAortfii  any  ofdn-  of 
meti  to  pFQach  againft  its  pwa  church,  which  woutd .  bo  \be 
elFeft  o£  this  biH ;  that  die  late  a&  fior  the  velief  of  RoiMn 
Catholics  afForded  no  aorgiunent  in  favour  of  this  bill,  unldfr 
'  it  could  appear  that  not  oaly  papifts  but  popilk  priefi»  w«r9 
aduajly  tokrated ;  and  he  iocfined  ft roagliy  to  think  tha|t  though 
the  prefent  form  of  the  feveral  tefls  might  admit  of  amende 
laent,  yet  that  fome  fort  of  teft  in  favour  of  the  church  of 
Enghnd  ought  to  be  required  from  thofe  who  were  profefledly 
to  teach  the  fubjcA  of  religion,  unleit  we  wiibed  to  oud^ 
ply  lather  than  tofe/ato.  diflenters. 

Sir  JfilRsm     Sir  fVtUiam  Bagot  moved  to  put  off  the  bringing  in  the  bill 

M^f'    '    to  this  day  four  months. 

Sirit.iViw-     Sir  R.  Niwdlgate  ieconded  the  motion^  the  Houfo  divided^ 

i^Mtt.        for  the  bill  77,  againft  it  6. 

March  \^. 

Mr.  JMr»  Mr.  Burh  faid  he  had  a  petition  from  fitveral  of  his  Maje^ 
fty's  Roman  Catholic  fubjcds  of  North  Britain  to  prefent 
to  the  Houfe. 

14.  I^irth.  IfOrd  Northy  by  his  Majefly's  cbmniand,  a^naintad  the 
th^  Hottfe,  that>  his  NIajefty,  having  been  informed  of  the 
contents  of  the  faid  petition^  recommends  k  Qo  the  confidcra* 
tion,  of  the  Houfe, 

Then  the  petition  was  brought  up,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  we,  your  petitioners,  the  Roman  Catholics  reiiding  in 
the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  beg  leave,  with  the 
moft  profound  refped  and  deference,  to  lay  before  this  ho* 
nourable  Houfe  the  treatment  we  have  lately  met  with  fron» 
the  fury  of  a  mifguided  populace,  and  to  implpre  that  redreis 
And  protection  which  we  are  perfuaded  this  honourable  Houfe 
will  think  that  our  wrongs  require,  and  which  the  known 
jtfftice  and  humanity  of  the  Britiih  legiilature  gives  us  ground 
10  expeft  :  We,  and  the  reft  of  our  brethren  in  Scotland, 
kavey  for  a  long  fericsof  years,  endeavoured,  by  our  inoifen^ 
five  and  dutiful  conduct,  to  approve  ourfelved  hacmlefs  and 
ufeful  fubjcfts  of  the  Britifli  envpire  ;  and  were  ready  to  era* 
brace,  with  pleaiure,  every  opportunity  of  ihrving  our  ooun* 
try,  though  at  the  expence  of  our  lives  and  fortunes  :  encou* 
rs^ed  by  the  fpirit  of  humanity  and  toleration,  which  we  had 
fieafon  to  believe  diftinguifhed  an  enlightened  and  liberal  age, 
»nd,  having  immediately  in  our  view  the  la^te  relaxation  of 
the  )}enal  laws  againft  our  fellow  fubjcdts  the  Roman  Catholics 
«f  England,  we  ventui^  to  hope  that  ih^famt  iiidu^efic» 
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TOf^  atkaft  in  fane  ve^eft,  be  fltevn  ta  w;  afid  we 
flattered  oacfel^ies,  diat  our  lojal  and  fubcniiB¥e  behaviour 
upon  that  occafion,  and  oair  wilH.Qgnef&  to  have  our  relief 
petkfomA  when  the  bill  was  bixuaght  in  for  the  relfcf  of  the 
Ronao  CathoHcg  of  England,  did,  in  ibme  degree:,  intitte 
i}s  to  tt :  conlaons  of  the  joftlce  of  our  hopes,  and  of  the 
ianoQCDGe  of  our  ooadaft,  we  beheld  with  concern)  that  the 
very ciicnnrftaitrc  of  onr  honiility  and  duty  in  poflponing 
ovr  relief,  inftcad  of  reconciKi^  the  niinds  of  ibme  miftaken 
pcrfoiie  6n  m,  was  made  olb  irf  to  exafperate  the  lower  people 
into  difpo&tioQs  of  great  vioknct :  the  piabUc  papers  wero    . 
lUUd  with  the  moft  virulent  and  inflammatory  adverti^ 
laents ;  pamphlets  were  publifbed  and  dlfperfed  every  where 
amofig  die  popubce,  repvefentin^  ns,  in  the  moft  unjuft  and 
odious  colours,  as  enemies  t^  fociety,  and  uqworthy  of  being' 
atiovred  an  exigence;  isvitattons  were  ftnt  throughout  all. 
Scotland,  encouraging  the  people  to  join  all  their  iutereft  and 
parfes  tx^oppofe  aU  att;empt8  tq  allow  us  the  fmalleft  part  of 
the  rights  of  lubfeAs  ;  the  confequences  of  all  this  were  fuch 
as  mMkt  h^  cxpefted  ;  the  common  people  were  every  where 
ftirred  up  to  the  utmoft  rage  and  furv  againft  us,  and  the  pub- 
lic papers  were  d^ilj  filled  with  re(o)ntions  of  boroughs^  in-  ^ 
ceiporations,  ibcieties,  pariflkes, '  &c.  from  feveral  parts  of 
Scodaad,   ftrenuouAy  to  oppoT^  any  attempt  that  might  b^ 
made  in  Pariiamtent  to  do  any  thing  jn  our  favour :  we,  on 
our  part,  confidertng  the  fpirit  which  had  by  fuch  unjuftifiable 
am  been  nJXtd  againft  ns,  and  the  ieditious  tendency  of  many 
of  thofe  means  which  had  been  ufed  to  inflame  the  people^ 
aod  dreadif^  *the  conftquences  of  their  enthufiaftic  fury,  ir 
raiftd  to  a  certain  point,  did,  of  our  own  accord,  chearfuUy 
give  up  every  thought  of  applying  to  Parliament  while  that 
ferment  lafted,  chooling  rather  to  podpone  bur  own   eafe  to 
feme  nftosrtt'  (^m  time^  thftn  to  endanger  the  peace  of  our  coun- 
tvy ;  aeid  this  our  reiolntion  was,  immediately,  i|i  the  moft 
dutifitt  manner,  iignMied  to  the  proper  officer  of  ftate  :  we 
hoped,  that  this  convincing  proof,  the  greateft  that  copld  be 
given  of  oor  fubmifTioA  to  government,  and  our  peaceable 
dt(poGtk>il,  if  it  did  not  reconcile  the  people  to  us,  would  at 
iesrft  'put  iin  end  to  thofe  animofities  which  their  grou.ndlef$ 
apprekenfions  had  raifed  againft  us ;  but  in  this  we  were  great* 
ly  nwftaken :  the  enthufiaftic  fury  which  had  beco  excited  in 
their  VMAds  was  got  to  flich  a  height,  that  the^  feeiped  to  be 
bm  the  oKHPe  obfttnately  bent  on  our  deftru£tion  ;  the  minds 
^  the  poy^ilace  ia  EdiabnTgh  a^d  Clafgow  contiiruingh-rita- 
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ted  agkmft  lis,  and  fim  irritation  being  kept  up  by  art,  a  noft 
violent  tumult   arofe  ;  the  multitude,  notwithftanding  the 
endeavours  of  the  inagiftrates  of  both  thefe  cities^  proceeded 
to  the  greateft  extremities,  plundered  our  effefb,  burned  and 
ddlroyed  our  Houfes,  infulted  our  perfons,  and  even  threa- 
tened the  lives  of  feveral  had  they  fallen  into  their  hands : 
wc  do  not  wi(h  to  exaggerate  any  part  of  their  diforders,  or 
of  our  fufFerings,  or  even  to  expoie  at  large  to  this  bonoarable 
Houfe  what  we  wilh  we  could  with  (afety  to  ourfclves  bury 
in  eternal  oblivion.     In  thefe  diftreiHng  circumflonces,  to 
whooi  can  we  fly  for  relief  a^d  prote&ton,  but  to  the  juftice 
and  bpmanity  of  Parlianient  i  By  the  feverity  of  the   laws 
againft  us  wc  are  in  a  great  meamre  precluded  from  all  legal 
rcdrefs,  and  on  that  account   inferior  courts.have  it  not  in 
their  power  to  help  us ;  it  is  the  legiilature  alone  that  can  pro- 
teSt  us,  and  it  is  from  their  goodneft  dlont  that  we  expe&  to 
be  protefted  ;  But,  while  wc  throw  ourfelves  with  confidence 
upon  the  mercy  of  Parliament,  we  beg  leave,  with  die  moft 
pofound  fubmifflon,  to  make  the  nature  of  our  requ^  fully 
known  to  this  moft  I'efpeftable  body  :  in  the  firft  place,  we 
are  far,  very  far,  from  entertaining  a  refeatment  a^ainft  any 
one  whatfocver,  or  from  defiring  that  any  peifon  Ikould  bo 
called  to  account,  much  lefs  fhocdd  be  puniihed  for  the  ii^ry 
done  to  us :  we  forgive  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts ;  and, 
ihould  any  perfon  be  taken  into  cuftody,  or  profecoted  upon 
our  account,  if  we  were  worthy  to  be  heard  we  (hould  prefume 
to  petition  in  the  mofl  earneft  manner  for  his  pardon  :  this 
we  declare,  not  from  aconfcioufnefs  of  having  done- any  thing 
that  could  deferve  the  cruel  treatment  we  have  met  with,  our 
confcience  is  perfe£lly  clear  as  to  that,  our  behaviour  has  been 
blamelefs  both  asfabje£ts  and  citizen),  and  we  challenge  our 
greateft  enemies,  even  tbofe  who  have  burned  Oixr  houfes 
and  attempted  our  lives,  to  prove  any  breach  of  duty^againft 
vs  in  either  refpefl ;  but  we  do  it  becaufe  it  is  the  .real  dtf-r 
pofition  of  our  minds,  di£tated  hy  reafon,   and  enjoined  by 
our  religion  :  in  the  fecond  place,  we  chearfuUy  lay*  aiide  aU 
thoughts  of  afkingany  relaxation  of  the  fevere  laws  ^ainft 
us  at  this  time  :  indeed  we  cannot  help  thinking  it. vejry-hard, 
that  we  alone  fhould  be  wholly  denled.tliat  relief  which  has 
been  in  Tome  degree  granted  to  our  brethren  in  all  otherparts 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions  :  our  claim  to  fuch  relief  is  no  lefs 
founded  in  juftice  than  theirs  ;  but  we  are  fenfiblethat^  con-r 
iidering  the  prefent  6ame  which  is  raiied  againft  us»  it  might 
difturb  the  peace  of  our  country  to  inAft  tipon  it^  aiadoo  that 
I  account 
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acconat  alone  we  abftaia  ih  the  prefent  circumftances  froQi 
defiring  it,  protefting  always  to  this  honourable  Houfe,  and 
to  the  worid,  that  our  comcieiice  acquits  us  of  any  offence, 
either  ia  opinions  or  aftions,  which  can  render  us  deferving  of 
thofe  laws  of  extreme  rigour  to  which  we  fubmit ;  and  that 
we  are  perfedly  ready  to  gi?e  the  moft  efieftual  proofs  which 
the  wifHom  of  the  legislature  can  fuggeft,  of  our  fidelity  to 
his  Majefty,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of  our  coun-  ' 

try  :  but  though  we  abandon  wholly  our  refentments,  and  , 
even  dottfolly  fufpend  our  petitions  for  thofe  rights  of.fub- 
jeds  to  which  we  conceive  in  all  humility  that  we  are  intitled^ 
the  duty  of  felf-prefervation  will  not  fufFcr  us  to  renounce 
all  (daim  to  every  fort  of  proteAion  ;  nor  will  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  our  private  circumftances,  and  the  juftice  which  feve*  ^ 

ral  of  us  owe  to  our  unhappy  families  now  utterly  ruined,        , 
permit  us  to  relinquifh  our  humble  endeavours  for  compea* 
fation  for  our  heavy  lofles  from  the  equity  and  humanity  of 
the  public  :  had  the  ievere  penal  laws  been  regularly  put  in 
execution  againft  us,,  had  we  been  legally  tried  and  condemn- 
ed to  iViffer  fbv  ferving  Almighty  God   as  our  confcience 
di&at«Sy   from  the  profound  refpeft  we  bear  to  the  laws  of 
our  country,  we  ihoutd  have  borne  our  hard  lot  with  patience, 
as  we  ak^y  have  often  done  without  complaint  or  murmfur : 
but  we  cannot  help  thinking  it  extremely  hard  to  be  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  a  lawlefs  multitude,  without  the  fmalleft  pro-    * 
vocation  on  our  parts,  and  to  be  fo  cruelly  and  inhumanely 
treated  by  them,  ■  without  any  form  of  trial,  without  being 
heard,  examined,  and  legally  condemned.     What  therefore 
we  moft  humbly,  and  with  the  moft   profound  fubmiffion, 
venture  to  requeft  is,  that  this  honourable  Houfe,  taking  our 
cafe  into  confideration,  would  be  graciouily  pleafed,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  they  fee  iit,  to  find  means  of  compenfation  to 
perfbns  utterly  unable  to  bear  them,  for  the  heavy  loffes  we 
have  {o  unjg&ly  fuftained  ;  and,  feeing  that  we  muft  ftill  be 
expofed  to  the  famei^arbarous  treatment  from  the  defperate 
and  oii^uided  zeal  of  the  fame  furious  people,  if  fome  effec- 
tual prote£tioQ  be  not  given  to  us,  that  this  honourable  Houie 
would  6icther  be  pleafed  to' provide,   for  our  future  fafety, 
that,  until  the  laws  can  be  coolly  reconfidered,  our  perfons 
aad  property  naay  have  fome  fecurity  from  fuch  lawleis  outra- 
ges for  the  time  to  come,  by  taking  fuch  meafures  as  they 
Diall  judge  jsmjA.  adequate  to  that  end.    We  moft  humbly 
beg  leave  to  affure  this  honourable  houfe,  that  this  our  earneft 
TcqueftforprQte&ion.is  Aotmade  without  the  ftrong^ft.re^- 
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In  {  "for  tile  iame  improvoiodd  ''enonne^  who  in^e  knteito 
Iterfeciited  us  in  6>  orad  «ilMmnei\  £ar  from  bdag  istififiod 
with  tbeir  latt  foccefs,  bsvemade  k  a  ground  for  further  vio* 
lence  ;  thole  svho  have  never  threat:enBd  us,  without  execu- 
ting their  menaces,  havt  publiflied  lond  diiperlcd  k  fort  6f  ma- 
tiffdfto,  caUmg  upon  all  ordeite  of  people  ftrifily  to  ^enforce 
the  executionoF  the moft  fanguinary  laws  upon  us,  denying 
the  authority  of  Parliament  to  repeal  thofe  laws,  or  any  other 
laws  made  before  the  union,  tbredEtening  the  ma^ilmtes  with 
the  "fame  violence  which  they  hare  emdloyed  agatnft  your  pe- 
titioners, if  they  do  notcatife  thfeoi  to  be  executed,  ireprefent- 
tn^  thofe  means  of  banifhrng  and  puttmg  to  death  your  pe- 
titioners, as  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  propafiq;  aflbci- 
fctions  againft  buying  or  felling,  borrowing  or  lendivig,  or  ha- 
ving any  of  the  QixHnary  tnttrGOoHe  of  focicty  with  thofe  of 
our  religion^  and  threatening  «o  .proceed  againft  all  who  IhaH 
tefnft  to  joih  them  in  thoie  meafures,  as  if  they  wereipapifts, 
and  they  have,  in  tfadr  tate  violent  vtten^s  aminft  fome  c^ 
the  moft  refpeftable  characters  in  the  eftablimed  church  of 
Scotland,  fhcwn  how  far  they  are  capable  of  aftirig  a^bft 
luch  as  diicb^rany  degree  of  moderation  in  their ftntiments : 
in  a  word,  nothihg  «an  betnore  deplorable,  and  (without  the 
eiFcftual  aid  of  the  icgiflaturis)  mor6  liopetefe,  than  our  con- 
ttitron.    We  humbly  prefimie,  that  this  our  requeft  will  ap- 

Sar  neither  difrefpeA'ful  nor  unreafonkble  to  this  honoimbic 
oufe^  and  \^e  hope  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  that  refpeCia- 
1)le  body,  Whofe  favouring  and  nobteft  prerogative  is  to  be  the 
^rdterCtors  of  the  injured,  and  the  defendeiiB.x>f  this  rigk<3s  of 
rthat  peoplfe  whom  they  reprefertt,  will  be  graciouily  pleaftd 
totAeusinto  their  proteft ion,  who  have  nothing  more  at 
'lieat-tthan  to  demean  ourfelves  as  dutiful  fubjeAs  and'good  ci- 
tizens, and  who,  by  our  loyalty  to  our  prinee,  and  by  otir  in- 
^noeent  and  fubmiflive  behaviour,  will  make  k  otir  eooftant 
'aid^vour  to  merit  their  favour  Md  approbation. 
Mr.  Byrie,      ^^'  ^^^^^^  moved  that  thfe  faid  petition  be  referi^  to  the 
•coniid^ation  of  a  committee,  'and  that  they  do  enatfrnne  the 
tautter  thef«of,  and  report  the  fttne,  as  it  fhall  ^^rtt>  theniy 
to  the  Houft.    He  fliewed  the  jtbfurdfty  of  th^  aiiguments 
Ufed  by  thc8<lotch,  in  juftifying  thoir  vioient  coWuft,  and 
*«jcpofed  the  fupinenefe  of  governHtf^ht  ilpon  the  attacks  of  the 
'    "^Scdtdi  rioters  on  thfe  peace  and  prop^ty  of  his  Majefty's  Po- 
yfn&i  fdbjedfs  in  that  part  of  tht  eibpitt.  He  hoped  Adt-f  ovem- 
>t»«nt\vas  ziot 'dbri,  butonly  */fei^»   At  thts'mcM^nt  helook- 
-«d  dkeaty  ^t  Lord  North,  wk^^KPa^A^pi  ajidifMd,  in  the 
;  fcriptofc 
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fcnpturc  plirafe,  "  Brotier  Lazareth  U  not  dead,  hutjieepeth.^ 
The  laugh  upon  this  occafion  was  not  more  loud  on  one  {idtf 
of  the  Houfe,  than  on  the  other.  Even  the  noble  Lord  allu-* 
ded  to  on  the  occafion  fecnjed  to  enjoy  the  allnfion  as  heartily 
as  the  reft  of  the  Honffc,  as  foon  as  he  was  fuificiently  awak€ 
to  undcriJand  the  caufe  of  the  joke. 

Lord  Beauchamp  was  for  granting  the  requcft  of  the  pcti-  Lot^ir^vA- 
tioners.  cbamp. 

Lord  Gcgrgf  Gordon  fpoke  againft  the  expediency  of 'giying  L«rd  Gtttgi 
toleration  to  the  Romin  Catholics  of  Scotland,  equal  to  that  Gordon. 
allowed  to  the  feme  feft  in  England  and  Ireland* 

Mr.  Pox  faid  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland  were  Hot  m,,  jtmi 
only  entitled  to  compenfation  for  their  loflcs^  but  that  it  be- 
came the  honour  and  hunianity,  as  Well  as  the  dignity  of 
Parliament,  to  repeal  the  penal  laws  againft  them,  Ana  not 
be  deterred  by  little  infurreftlons  in  a  fill  all  corfier  of  theiiT 
empire,  from  doing  an  aft  of  common  juftice* 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he  thought  compenfation  fhoul^  l4,  ifm$% 
be  tnade,  and  would  be  nK>ft  ready  at  any  time  to  give  his 
fupport  to  fuch  a  meafure,  if  he  were  not  decidedly  of  opinion^ 
that  Toliintary  compenfation  was  infinitely  more  eligible  than 
that  which  was  compulforj.    He  had  been  Well  lafbrraec/^ 
that  due  recompence  was  intended  to  be  made  by  the  magi-  * 
ftrates  of  the  diftrifts  in  which  the  mifdiiefs  were  committed  ; 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  defer  any  further  proceeding  in  the 
bufinds,  tin  the  refult  of  their  meafures  fliould  be  known  } 
he  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  move  the  previous  queftion« 
The  p^rerious  queftion  was  then  put,  and  carried  without  a . 
divifion  ;  after  which  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  . 
the  table. 

Lord  North  acquainted  the  Houfc^  that  he  had  a  tnellage  tA.lfcrth* 
from  hia  Majefiy  to  the  Houfe,    which  he  prefented,  and 
it  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker* 
GEORGE  R-  ^ 

His  Majcfty,  having  received  information  from  the  Earl  of 
Backin£[hamfhire,  his  lieutenant  general^nd  general  governor 
of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  the  revenues  of  that  kingdom 
have,  of  late,  proved  greatly  deficient,  and  inadequate  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  granted  ;  and  his  Majefty,  moved , 
with  concern  and  compailion  for  the  diftreiTes  of  his  loyal  and 
^ithful  fubjefts  of  that  kingdom,  and  beine  anxious  that 
foBie  immediate  and  effeftual  relief  fhould  be  aifbrded  to 
them,  thinks  it  .necefTary  to  recommend  to  die  confideration 
of  this  Houfe,  whether  it  may  not  be  prpper,  in  the  prefent 
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dteumftanccs  of  Ireland,  that  the  whole  charge  of  the  rcp- 
ments  on  the  Irifh  cftablifhmcnt,  now  fcrving  out  of  that 
kingdom'^  ihould  be  paid  by  Great*Bri;ain« 

Lord  Ntrth.  '  Lord  North  moved  that  his  Majefty's  meffage  be  referred 
to  the  confideration  of  the  conunittee  of  fupply.  Agreed 
to* 

Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  im- 
portation of  fugars  into  Ireland. 
Sir  ^«0ix»        Sir  George  longe  objected  to  the  fpeaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
T§Kit.        becaufe  the  bill  would  produce  confequences  no  Tefs  fatal  to 
this  country,  than  the  total  1q(s  of  the  colony  trade.    There 
were  aDnuaily^  he  faid,  imported  into  Great  Britain  150,090 
hogflieads  ot  fugar,  valued  at  3,7j9,oool.  annuaHy.    The 
whole  imports  from  the  Weft-Ipdies  were  4,500,000!.  annu- 
ally, and  that  the  trade  employed  500  fhips  of  ioo,coo  tons 
hurdtn,  and  10,000  feamen.    The  duties  ariling  from  the 
trade  were  upwards  of  400,ocol.  a  year,  and  this  |;reat  fum, 
he  fdd,   we  were  dafhing  away  by  the  prefent  bill;   he  ob- 
jefted  to  it,   and  therefore  would  vote  againft  the  ipeaker^a 
leaving  the  chair. 
Mr.  5tfw-       Mr.  SawbriJge  was  againft  all  monopolies  of  trade,  and 
inJgu        commercial  interdiai9ns ;  he  declared  there  was  trade  enough 
for  every  nation  on  earth,   if  all  impolitic  reftriftions  were 
repealed ;  and  afierted  that  no  nation  norcorporate  body,  nor 
ifldividoal,  had  a  right  to  deprive  another  of  the  beneiits  of 
manufaflures,  trade  and  commerce. 
Mr.  MMrki*      Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  if  the  mover  of  the  bill  meant  to 
modify  it  in  any  degree,  he  would  give  his  vote  againft  go- 
ing into  a  committee,  for  he  would  not  enter  into  any  com- 
pofition ;    it  was  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  throw 
open  even  the  woolen  trade  to  Ireland ;    and  if  it  was  not 
done  now  voluntarily,  the  French  would  foon  oblige  us  to 
doit. 
OeneraJ  General  Conway  and  Sir  Cecil  Jfray  wiftied  for  a  full  en- 

Cmw^.      quiry  into  thcdiftrcfles  of  Ireland,  and  a  mature  deliberation 

on  the  means  of  applying  general  relief. 
Sir  W\m$m  Sir  WiUiam  Meredith  maintained,  that  the  duties  on  the 
Biendiih.  ,  importation  of  fugars,  being  mortgaged  as  a  fecurity  for 
funds  long  fince  borrowed,  rarliamcnt  could  not  make  any 
alteration  fuch  as  this  bill  propofed,  without  the  confent  of 
the  public  creditors  ;  it  would  be  a  manifeft  fraud.  The 
planters  in  the  Weft-Indies  have  laid  out  great  fums  to  im- 
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prove  their  fa^r  eftates ;  their  agents  and  partners  are  the 
meirhants  of  Great  Britain,  who  may  have  advanced  them 
confidcrablc  fums  ;  and  their  property  muft  be  greatly  in- 
jured by  opening  the  importatibn  to  Ireland  ;  therefore  their 
confeot  fhould  have  been  obtained. 

The  Houfp  divided  on  the  queftion^  for  leaving  thp  chair  ; 
for  it  58,  againft  it  62 ;  adjourned  to  the  ^qd. 
March  22. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clirke  obferved  that  the  cxtrtordina-  Sir  p.  y. 
rics  of  the  army  amounted,  according  to  the  eftimate  thea  oil 
the  table,  to  the  immenfe  fum  of  upwards  of  two  millions^ 
which  was.  one  million  more  than  they  had  ever  coft  in  any    . 
preceeding  year  of  the  laft  or  prefent  war,  although   in  the 

J  ear  1777  there  was  another  army  to  maintain.  Sir  Philip 
:ated  the  matter  to  call  for  the  moft  ferious  confideration  qf 
the  Houfe,  and  it  was  iqipoffible  for  any  number  of  gentle* 
men  to  perufe  the  paper  on  the  table  with  proper  attention* 
he  prefumed,  if  only  that  fingle  copy  lay  before  the  Houfe  % 
not  half  the  members  would  know  any  thing  about  a  matter 
of  fo  much  importance  when  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  debate 
upon  it  the  enfuing  Wednefday.  He  contended  that  the  mat-  . 
ter  concerned  the  public  at  large,  tbofe  without  doors  as  well 
as  thofe  withip,  and  therefore  he  moved  that  tbeacount  of  thfs 
cxtraordinaries  of  the  army  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
members* 

Lord  North  oppofed  the  motion  as  a  matter  totally  unpie*  Lord^irfib. 
cedented  and  new.  He  faid  it  was  a  ihange  motion,  and  fo 
contrary  to  the  pradice  of  the  Houfe,  and  oppofite  toevery  thing 
to  be  found  on  the  journals,  that  he  could  not  by  any  means 
agree  to  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  the  eftimats 
was  a  matter  which  concerned  the  public  :  it  was  very  true  i^  '  > 

did,  but  he  could  never  allow  that  if  by  the  public  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  meant  the  populace,  the  readers,  of  newf- 
papers  and  cofFee-houfe  readers,  that  they  had  a  right  to  fee 
it.  The  real  public,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons  of 
England,  the  members  of  that  Houfe,  he  owned  had,  but  be 
declared  he  pever  would  give  up  the  point  that  people  with- 
out doors  had  any  right  to  fee  it  before  it  appeared  on  thf( 
journals  of  the  Houfe.  He  ftated  alfo  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  wrong  in  his  aflertion,  that  the  extraordina* 
ries  in  the  prefent  account  amounted  to  more  than  ever  thq 
cxtraordinaries.  of  the  armv  had  amouted  to  in  any  ^ears  of 
the  laft  war ;  he  believed  there  were  yean  in  which  they 
^ouiited  to  nioie. 
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Colonel  Colonel  iBarrf  fupported  Sir  Philip  JenningS)  ajid  declared 

f0rr/f  that  the  enormous  account  of  the  extraordinaried  of  the  army 
for  the  year  1778,  was  a  moft  alarming  circiimftance,  and 
did  as  materiany  concern  thofe  without  the  houfe,  as  thofe 
perfons  who  had  a  feat  in  Parliament.  The  noble  Lord  had 
thoilght  proper  to  call  the  people  of  England,  the  populace, 
cofiee-houfe  readers — in  a  word,  any  thing  but  the  raob, 
whiqh  was  the  term  he  doubted  not  the  noble  Lofd  meant  to 
have  ufed.  He  begged  the  noble  Lord  to  confider,  that 
thofe  peopfe,  fo  termed  coffiee-honfe  readers^  were  the  identi- 
ral  pcrfons  who  paid  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  aiid 
that  therefore  they  were  at  leaft  entitled  to  know  how  their 
money  was  expended.  The  colonel  faid,  that  the  extraordi- 
naries of  the  year  1778,  amounted  to  very  near  4Q).  a  man 
throughout  the  army,  and  that  fuch  an  enormous  expenca 
was  incurred  in  a  year,  reniarkable  for  its  ill  fupcefe;  a. 
year  in  which  nothing  had  been  done,  and  in  which  this 
country  had  fewer  foloiers  to  maintain  in  America,  than  (be 
f  ver  had  before.  I'he  noble  Lord  had  faid  that  the  expence 
of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  had  been  larger  in  the 
courfc  of  the  late  war;  he  begged  to  know  in  what  year? 
IfH  y$ffkr  Lord  North  faid,  that  not  expe^'ng  any  fuch  motion,  he  had 
notcome  down  to  the  Houfe  prepared  as  to  the  years,  but  as  well 
as  his  memory  would  feryehim  on  a  fiidden,  he  fi^oulc)  fpp- 
pofe  the  year  1761,  or  1762.  His  Lordfhip  mentioned  the 
yaft  diftance  of  the  field  of  adion  from  (his  country,  and  that 
he  was  under  the  neceffxty  of  anfwering  the  drafts  upon  him 
whenitbey  came,  as  a  degree  pf  confidence  mufl  he  placed  by 
government  in  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the 
'  army.  He  fard  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  fpecific  applicar 
Hon  of  the  extraordinaries,  but  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  they 
yrcre  properly  applied.  He  again  objeded  to  printing  the  efli- 
inates,  but  acknowledged  that  Parliament  had  a  fight  to  know 
how  the  public  money  was  expended. 
(Ceionei  Colonel  BarrS  urged  thcf  ioipoffibiiity  for  gentlemen  to  in- 

fsrr/  veftigate  the  account  of  the  trittraordinanes,  properly  froni 
the  paper  on  the  table ;  that  the  account  itfelf  was  written  or 
thirty-fix  fteets  of  paper,  and  that  its  contents  were  extremely 
puzzling  and  extremely  intricate.  He  mentioned,  that  he 
had  himfelf,  as  he  intcrcfted  himfelf  more  in  matters  refpc&ing 
the  army  than  moft  gentlemen,  come  down  to  the  Houfe  on 
Saturday  (laft,  the  2pth}  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  perufal  of 
the  paper  in  quef^ion,  in  order  to  examine  itj  that  h«  could 
not  get  a  fight  of  it,  the  clerks  being  at  that  time  employed 
in  making  fpMr  i:opie8  qf  it  for  (he  war*office.  That  he  bad,  he 
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helmed^  paid  it  mooc  attttntkm  tban  ibe  wholt  Ovafurjr  put 
cogetlier>  but  tbftc  he  bad  n^  ^1  goc  tbrought  it.  He  there* 
fore  again  concluded  cbai  it  ought  to  be  printed,  end  that  die 
motion-could  not  beobjeA^  to  00  tbe  ground  oi'  its  tending 
to  any  mifcbievous  confequftteet* 

Lord  Niwhavtn  faid,  that  itwas  the  conftam  pariimnentary  Lofd  Nm- 
pradtkc  in   Ireiand*  in  all  matters  of  eftioiate  and  accounr,  ^'w* 
to  print  the  accounts  in  queftion^  aad  when  the  iMifinefs  cans 
under  Parliamentary  debate,  for  each  gentleman  to  hold  thn 
priflicd  paper  in  bis  hand,  and  cheek  it  artido  bf  articW,  aait 
wss  exaoiihed. 

The  Sicretury  0i  W^  and  Lord  B0mickamp  faid  a  few 
words  againft  the  nkotion,  and  regarding  tbe  aAount  of  die 
fum  expended  laft  year  more  upon  the  extrftoffdinafies  of  tbe 
jirmy  than  tbe  year  before.  , 

Colonel  Sarre  took  up  the  Secretary  at  war  refpeding  a  mif«  CoIoacI 
take  be  bad  made  of  200,oool.  in  bis  declaration  of  tbe  diffisr*  ^^^''^ 
ence  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  in  tbe  years  1777  and 
1778^  ^bferving^  that  if  the  honourable  gentleynan  had  erred 
fo  groi^ly  in  every  tranfadion  of  bis  ofice^  fince  he  had  been 
in  it,  the  public  weit  Itlieiy  to  be  conitderahle  fufieiers  by 
bim. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  only  reafon  which  he  had  heard  affigned  Mr.  F«r« 
in  argument,  why  the  notion  ought  ifoc  to  be  acceded  to^ 
w«s,  that  the  requiiition  ccmtained  in  the  morion  was  new 
sad  unjirecodentcd.  Did  the  noble  Lord  recoiled  that  the 
war  itfelf  was  new  and  unprecedented  in  itt  nature,  new 
and  unprecedented  in  its  condud,  and  new  and  unprecedented 
in  its  confequences,  as  far  as  they  bad  yet  appeared  ?  Did 
the  noble  Lord  alfo  recoiled  that  his  whole  condud  in  oAce« 
and  that  of  his  colleagues,  had  been  new  and  unprecedented  ? 
Did  he  not  fee  that  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
oiuft  alfo  be  new  and  unprecedented  ?  That  it  muft  be  by 
/ooie  new  and  unprecedented  exertion }  a  degree  of  vigour 
and  fpirit  altogedier  new  and  unprecedented «  that  we  could 
alone  hope  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  our  prefent  alarming 
fttu^ttionf  Were  theie  times  to  talk  about  precedent  when 
every  day's  experience  ihewed  the  neceflity  of  our  giving  up 
idle  forms,  of  pur  adopting  new  meafures,  and  purfuing  a 
line  of  cofidu  A  altogether  unprecedented  i  The  noble  Lord 
refufed  agreeing  to  the  prefent  motion,  becaufe  tbe  populace 
and  tbe  coAse-houfe  readers,  for  fo  the  noble  Lord  had  termed 
tke  whole  body  of  the  people  of  England,  ought  not  in  the 
aeMe  LordV  opinion  to  know  any  thing  about  the  immenfe 
naoiifit  of  C^  extraordinaries  of  the  army  in  the  year  177s* 
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a  year  in  which  we  bad  a  Ms  army  than  before,  and  a  year  in 
which  it  was  notorious  we  had  done  lefs,  than  in  any  year 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  Ajnerican  war.     The  peo- 

Ele  of  England,  as  well  as  thofe  who  bad  a  feat  iathat  Houfe, 
ad  a  material  intereft  in  the  motion.  They  had  a  right  to 
more  information  refpedin?  the  expence  of  the  army ;  they 
had  a  right  to  more  information  refpe6Hng  the  co>:dud  of  the 
war ;  they  had  a  right  to  more  information  refpeding  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs  !  It  was  impoi&ble  for  them  ever  to 
have  their  affairs  better  managed,  unlefs enquiries  into  the  paft 
condud  of  minifters  were  faiHy  and  fully  gone  into*  This  was 
the  period  to  begin  thofe  enquiries;  but  as  they  could  not  be  pro- 
fecuted  without  information,  that  information  ought  to  be 

f  ranted,  and  minifters,  if  they  had  any  fenfe  of  (ham^,  (hould 
lu(h  at  their  repeatedly  {hutting  up  the  avenues  to  enquiry, 
and  keeping  the  public  in  a  ftateof  blindnefs,  as  to  their  own 
bufinefs,  and  what  rooft  immediately  concerned  their  nearefi 
and  deareft  interefts* 

The  Speaker  put  the  qoeftion,  and  the  Houle  divided ;  for 
the  motion  104,  againft  it  130* 

[The  following  is  an  authentic  copy  of  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  army^  inentioned  in  the  preceaing  debate.] 

jIh  Account  of  Extraordinary  Services  incurf^d  emd  fedd  by  the  Sight  ffoH' 
ourable  Richard  Rigbyy  Paymqfter  Gineral  of  bis  Afqfefi/s  Forces j  be- 
tween the  31/?  of  January  1778  and  the  ijiof  Febmmj  1779,  ^wi  mt 
provided  for  by  Parliament. 

1778.  /.      s,    d, 

Nov*  5*  To  Thomas Harley  and  Ilpnry  Drumn^ond, 
Efqrs.  in  full  of  a  warrant  for  1045701.  5s.  7d. 
to  be  by  tjicm  applied  and  invcftcd  in  the  pur- 
chafing  Spanifti  and  Portugal  coins  for  the 
ufc  and  fcrvice  of  his  Majcfty's  forces  ferviBg 
in  North  America 

Nov.  18.  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc 

Dec.    I.  To  do.  for  do.  fcrvice 

Dec.  21.  To  do.  for  do.fervice 

Dec.  28.  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc 

1779. 

Jan.  4.  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc  -  866^  1 1 

To  do.  for  do  fcrvice  -  .  80808  15 
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1778.  ,  £.       5.    J^ 

Apr.  i7.ToSirWill.  Tamc8,BarU  Abel  Smith,  Will. 

Baynes  and  Kicbard   Atkinfon,  Efqrs.   for 

(>rovifions  delivered  into  his  Majefty^s  ftores 

at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  &r?iDg  ia 

North  America        -  •  •  3250 

April  30.  To  do,  upon  account  •  3OOOO 

Dec.  4.  To  do.  for  provifions  delivered  at  Qoebec         13709 
Dec.  9.  To  do.  for  do*  delivered  into  the   ftorO" 

houfes  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  for  the  ufe 

of  the  forces  ferving  in  Canada  52056 

Dec.  21.  Do.  for  provifions  delivered  in  ftore  at  Corke  13381 
Mai.  II.  To  John  Hennikcr,  William  Mills,  Will. 

Devaynes,  and  George  Wombwell,  £fq^«  00 

account  of  their  execution  of  the  contract  for 

delivering  proviiions  at  Corke  few  the  ufe  of 

the  forces  iervin^  in  America 
Maya.  Do.fordo. fervice 
May  15.  Mefil  Wombweli,  HennikerandDevaynes> 

upon  account 
Ja&e  1 8.  Do.  for  provifions  delivered  in  ftore  at  Corkc 
June  24.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 

Do.  for  do.  fervice  -  *• 

Jnly  8.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 
Aug.  20.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 
Dec.4.  To  Sir  Geo.  Wombwell,  bart.  John  Henniker, 

and  William  Devaynes,  Efqrs.  upon  account 
Do.  for  provifions  delivered  iiuftore  at  Corke 
Do.  for  do.  fervice  .  -  ■ 

Do.  for  do.  fervice  ■  ■    ■  ■ 

Dec.  17.  Do.  for  do.  fervice        ■ 

Dec.  21.  Do.  for  do.  fervice         — ~-  ■ 

Juoe  19.T0  J.  Amy  and,  £iq;  for  provifions  delivered 

in  ftore  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 

ferving  in  North  America  ' 

une  24.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 


s 


ar.  16.  To  John  Duraod,  Efq;  on  account  of  his 

contrad  for  delivering  provifions  intohis  Ma- 

jefty's   ftores  at  Corke,  for  the   ufe  of  the 

forces  (erving  in  North  America 

May  2.  Do.  for  provifions  delivered  in  ftore  at  Cork^ 

May  15.  Do.  upon  account  <  — 

iuly  19.  Do.  for  provifions  delivered  in  ftore  at  Corke 
uly  30.  Do.  for  do  fervice        — ^  -— 
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Sept.  10.  Do.  for  A>.  fervicc          — — —        -——  ^21     8  6 

Do.  for  do.  ftrtic«                                     '  6277  18  1 

Dec.  4.  Do.  upon  account                — —  7275    o  0 

Do.  for  provi<k)a»  <)eltvefrecl  in  ftchr€atGorlte 

Do.  for  do,  fcrvicc  " 5288    6  0 

Mayi.  ToR.  Maync,  Efqrfor  provifions  delivered 
into  hi^  Majefty^s  ftcfes  at  Corke,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  forces  fefviftg  under  General  Hewe^  in 

America                                — *— — ^  857     7  2 

May  15.  Do.  Opon  account                6coo    o  o 

Iftmc  19.  Do.  for  fntyrifions  4etiver«d  in  ftore  at  Corke  9338  12  c 

July  30.  Do.  for  do.  femce                  ■  5^^713  • 

Aug.  20.  Do.  for  dOi  fcrvice                 ■■'     ■  56^0    9  o 

Dec.  4..  Do.  uport  accottttt                7275    o  o 

Do.  for  provifion*  ctefivewd  in  ft^fre  at  Corkd    -  6334    9  4 
May  a.  Anthonv  Bacon,  Efq;  for  fHtrnflont  ddiver- 
ed  \XitQ  ftore-houfes  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  ferying  under  General  Howe,  in 

America                    _^-«.-^  6^    5  2 

May  15.  Do.  np^w account               ■■  6000    o  o 

July  17.  Do.  for  provifions  delivered  in  ftorfe  at  Corke  78a  186 
July  19.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq;    for  provifions 
deiivcted  intoitore-houfes  at  Corke,  for  &e  vft 
of  the  forces  fefving  under  General  Howfe,  in 

America                               '  '  ■  ■  1371   ti  3 

uly  30.  To  do.  fdr  do.  fervicc                ^•*—  3085    4  4 

fept.  10*  T©  do.  for  do.  fervice                ■  5189  13  7 

Sept.  18.  To  do;  for  do,  fervice                "  78^7  11  6 

Dec.  4.  To  do.  upon  account                    7350    o  o 

Dec.9.Todo.farproTrfi*onsdelTTeredinfloreatCorkc  4763  15  11 
March  23,  To  Arnold Nefbitt  Drummond  and  Mofes 
Franks,  Efqs.  00   account  of  'proviiions  de- 
livered in  ftore  at  Gortce                 ——  3938  17  5 

May  15.  To  do.  upon  account                i2,ocx)    o  o 

May  20.  To  do.  for  provifions  ddivercd  in  ftore  at  Corke  4782^  17  11 

]unc  18.  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc               — —  ^7j4S7  l^  ^ 

July  I.  To  do.  fordo. (ervice                        ■  1137  17  o 

July  17.  To  do.  fdr  do.  fervice                    — -*^  2048    2  o 

July  50.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice              — — .  12,^89  10  % 

Auguft  20.  To  do.  for  do.  fcrN'ice                       ■■  5^38     0  o 

Sept.  10.  To  do.  fbr  do.  ferviccr             • 12,646  19  4 

Dec.  4.  To  do.  upon  account                       ■  13>7<X>    o  0 

To  do.  for  provifiorts  delivered  in  ftore  at  Corke  5784    9  0 

'  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc                     —  636    2  9 

Dec. 
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Dec.  18.  To  do.  for  do.  fcrvicc  —  0916     6    2 

l)cc.  21.  To  do,  for  do*  fervicc  • 6365     2    O 

March  4.  To  do.  in  part,  for  viftualling  fome  of  the 
forces  in  North  America,  being  jprilbnersa- 
moD^  the  rebels  in  theprovinceof  renfylvania 
and  Virginia,  from 20th  March  1776,  to  4th 
November  1777  — —  .  lOyOOO    O    O 

March  23.  To  do.  in  foil  for  do.  fervicc^ .  from  do. 

to  do.  1261  16    9 

Sept.  10.  Do.  upon  account  for  vidusdling  part  of  the 

forces  being  prilbners  amongft  the  rebels  'in 

the  province  of  Pelfylvania,  Maryland  and 

*  Vii^nia,  between  5th  January  1777  and  24th 

April  1778  -i—  8000    O    0 

March  16.  To  Richard  Vernon  Sadletr,  Efq«  for 
provifions  iflued  to  the  forces  at  Halifax  and 
in  Nova  Scotia,  between  i6th  September  and 
13th  Oftober  1777  —  498    7    4 

April  lo.  Do.  for  proviiions  iflued  at  do.  between 
nth  November  1777  afid  5th  January  1778 
inclufive  984  19     8 

Jane  x8.  To  Richard  Vernon  Sadleir,  Efq.  for  pro- 
vifions iflued  to  the  forces  at  Halifax  and  in 
Nova  Scotia,  between  '6th  January  and  2d 
March  1778  — —  980  10    7  \ 

July  21.  To  ditto  for  proviiions  iiTued  to  the  forces 
At  Halifax  and  adjacent  commands,  commen- 
cing 24th  June  and  ending  21ft  July  1777, 
and  alfo  the  3d  March,  and  27th  April  177S 
inclufive  -—  1,437     2,11 

Dec.  9.  To  do.  for  provifions  iflued  to  the  forces  in 
Halifax  and  Nova  Scotia,  between  28th  April 
and  17th  Auguft  1778,  both  inclufive        —         136     2    o 

March  8.  To  John  Stephenfon,  Efq.  for  provifions 
ifliied  ill  the  garrifon  of  Placentia  in  New- 
foundland,   between  ift  Oftober  1776  and 

3eth  September  1777  181     o    3 

To  do.  for  provifions  ilfued  to  the  troops  at  Ha** 
lifax,  between  i6th  July  and  9th  September 
1777  3,266    9    6 

March  1 8.  To  do.  for  provifions  ifiued  at  Halifax  and 

adjacent  commands,  between  8th  Odober  and 

24th  November  1777  inclufive,  and  for  pro- 

VoL.  XI.  B  h  vi 
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vifions  iflTucd  in  the  garrifon  at  St.  John's 
Newfoundland,  between  30th  September  and 
.  25tli  November  1777  —  ^^215  19    4 

'To  do.  for  do.  iifued  to  the  troops  at  Halifax, 
between  a5th  November  and  3Qth  December 
1777  3,695    9    8 

May  2,  To  do.  for  do.  iflncd  to  the  troops  at  Fort- 
Cumberiand  at  Halifax,  between  24th  July 
1777  and  26th  December  following  -—  <74    5  iqj 

June  -9.  To  do.  for  d6.  iflueS  tothe  troops  at  Hali- 
fax, between  31ft  December  1777  and  24^1 
February  1778,  both  inclufivc         — -  ^TJl.   18    i 

Jane  24.  To  do.  for  do.  iffued  to  the  (roops  at  do.  to 
24th  March  1778,  and  for  do.,  delivered  at 
Placentfe,  between  20th  September  i77<rand 
25th  March  foUowing  '      — —  220  16    3 

July  21.  To  do.  for  cjo.  iliued  to  the  troops  at  Hali- 
fiufr  and  adjacent  commands  in  Nova  Scotia, 
commencing  x8th  June  1777  and  ending  flft 
April  1778  inclutive  r-  3>785  17    5 

July  30.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  Johfi  Blackburn, 
Efqrs.  by  way  of  advance  upon  their  contraft 
for  viftualling  Nova  Scotia  ■■    ■  i7>SOO     9    ^ 

December  4.  To  do.  for  proviiions  ifiued  to  the 
troops  at  Halifax  and  adjacent  commands  ia 
Nova.  Scotia,  between  20th  December  1777 
and  8th  September  1778  inclufive       ''j347    o    ^ 

Dec.  ^4.  To  John'Stephcnfon  and  John  Blackburn, 
Efqrs.  for  proviiions  ilTued  to  the  forces  at  St. 
Jofm's,  Newfoundland,  commencing  12th 
Au^uft  and  ending  3otli  September  1777  in- 
cluhvc  — —  •  "671   18    9 

Dec.  9.  Do.  fordo,  iffued  at Placentia  and  St^  John's 
Newfoundland,  between  7th  Auguft  1778 
and  28th  Qftcber  following,  alfo  for  a  quan- 
tity of  flour  condemned  at  Placentia,  having 
remained  in  ftorc  upwards  of  fix  months      —       583     6    o 

Dec.  21.  Do.  upon  account  10,000     o    0 

March  18.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  Johji  Blackburn, 
Efqrs,  for  provisions  iffued  to  the  forces  in 
Weft-Florida,  between  24th  February  and 
24th  April  1777,  and  for  proviiions  damaged 
and  condemned  at  Mobile  —  1^21     7    6 

^  Do. 
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Do,  for  viftualling  Ac  forces  in  do.  between  i5th 

April  and  i4th  Jnhc  1777  1256  18    o 

Do.  fcr  viftualling  the  forces  in  do.  between 

25^1  Jdne  and  24th  Auguft  1777         1268  II     s 

Do.  for  viaualling  the  forces  in  do.  between 

25th  Auguft  and  24th  Oftober  1777      1477,  ii     • 

May  2.  pb^  for  a  lofs  fuftained  by  iffuing  the  ar- 
ticle of  butter  at  Pcnfacola,  between  25th 
June  1775  and  24th  June  1777,  for  viftual- 
fing  the  civil  branch  of  ordnance,  between  ift 
Af  ril  and  30th  September  1777,  and  for  pro- 
vifions  condeiSAed  at  Penfacola  in  September  .  892  9  o 
July  30.  Do.  for  provrfions  iflued  to  the  forces  at 
Penfacola,  between  25th  December  1776  and 

31ft  December  1777  1696  14    7 

Anguft  7.  Do.  on  account  2625    o    o  . 

Do.  to  complete  their  advance  — —  2625    O    o 

Do.  for  provifions  liTued  to  £lias  Durnford  and 
five  xsen  belonging  to  his  boat  and  artificers 
vi&ualled  under  his  diredion,  between  ift 
•  June  1776  and  X3th  Auguft  1777,  for  provi- 
fions iflued  to  the  forces  in  Weft- Florida,  be- 
tween 2Cth  December  1777  and  23d  Febru- 
ary. 1770,  and  for  provifions  condemned  by 
♦     long  keeping  — -^  2131   12     5 

Feb.  25.  To  Keikier  Mafon,   Efq.  furviving  con- 
trador  for  victualling  the  forces  in  £aft*Flo- 

Tida  upon  account  1815     6    8 

March  4.  Do.  upon  account  — —  aooo    o    o 

May  II.  To  Kender  Mafoo,  Efq,  for  provifioni 
iflued  to  the  forces  in  the  garrir6n  of  St.  Au- 
euftine  to  the  24th  of  June  1777  >  ^^^  9^^y\- 
Sons  ifiued  to  the  faid  forces  from  the  24th  of 
Auguft  to  the  24th  December  JP7  7  7  ;  for  pro- 
vifions iflued  tp  the  out  pofts  dependent  on 
the  iaid  garrifon,  between  (aid  time  and  for 
four  days  fupply  due  as  per  report  of  the  6th 
'  of  December  1777  5538     0  10 

June  3.  To  do.  for  provifions  iflued  to  the  forces  in 
the  garrifon  of  St.  Aogufline,  between  the 
,     25th  of  December  I777>   and  the  23d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 17785    for    provifions   iflued    to  the 
Ott(  pofts,  dependent  on  the  faid  garrifon,  bc- 

B  b  z  tween 
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tween  the  faid  time,  and  for  provifions  far- 
nifhed  for  three  days  beyond  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary 1778,  the  time  of  expiration  of  contra£l 

July  30.  To  do.  upon  account 

1779. 

Jan.  4*  To  do.  for  expences  in  landing  provifions 
at  St.  Auguftine  in  September  1770 

March  16  To  John  Durand,  Efq.  on  account  of  his 
contrad  for  viftualling  the  ceded  iflands 
Do.  for  two  years  allowance  for  freight  of  pro- 
vifions to  the  ceded  iflands 

June  19.  Do.  in  part  of  7807/.  2s.  2d.  for  vidu- 
alling  the  ceded  iflands  between  the  ift  of 
O^.  1777,  and  loth  January,  L778 
Do.  in  part  of  1079/.  ly.  Si.  for  do.  fervice 

Dec.  4  Do.  for  two  years  freight  of  provifions  in  the 
ceded  iflands,  to  the  ift  of  OGt.  1778 


Towards  the  expences  of  provi- 
fions delivered  to  the  forces 
ferving  in  North  America, 
Nova  Scotia  and  Newfound- 
land, &c.  apply  the  fum 
voted  upon  eftimate,  1778, 
for  that  fervice 

Towards  the  expence  of  provi- 
fions delivered  to  the  forces 
fervtng  in  the  ceded  iflands, 
apply  the  fum  voted  upon  do. 

Towards  the  expence  of  pro- 
vifions delivered  to  the  fo- 
reign troops  ferving  in  North 
America,  apply  the  fum 
voted  upon  do. 

Alfo  the  fum  flopped  for  pro- 
vifions delivered  to  the  faid 
forces^  between  the  25th  of 
June,  1777,  and  the  24th  of 
June,  1778 


668/7  ^^    3 


17684    5    0 


471C0  13    3 


»5S9S2     1    4J 


A.  1779 
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15000    o    0 

147    8    6 
13000    0   0 

tOOO     0     0 
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1778*  if.  J.  4. 
Feb.  5.  To  Meflrs,  Mure,  (on  and  Atkinfon,  for  the 
5th  payment  of  freight  to   fundry  (hips  em- 
ployed  in  carrying  provifions  and  ftores  to 

America,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there  3402  15  9 

To  do.  for  the  6th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  1494  1 1  9 

To  do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  do.  to.  do.  1 162  3  6 

To  do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do.  > '  37  >  9  a 

Feb.  26.  To  do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do.  3903  o  lO 
March  6«  To  do.  for  the  4th  payment  of  freight  tO 

fundry  proyifion  tranfpbrts  4786  i  4 

To  do.  for  the  5th  payment  of  do.  to  do,  3308  18  o 

To  do.  Tor  the  6th  payment  of  do.  to  do.              .    1469  4  3 

To  do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do.  9154  16  o 

March  93.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  77S1  16  i 

April  2.  To  do.  for  the  4th  payment  of  'do.  to  do.  1531  7  7 

To  do.  for  the  6th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  3991  9  9 

To  do.  for  the  ^th  payment  of  do  to  do.  1357  1 1  3 

To  do.  for  thie  hnal  payment  of  do.  to  do.  1 596  14  5 

April  15.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  3256  i  3 

To  MeiTrs.  Dunlop  and  Wilfon  for  the  freight 

of  thefloopFincaftle,  en)ployed  in  Virginia  from 

the  30th  of  July  1776,  to  the  14th  of  June 

*777 
April  30.  To  Meflrs,  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for  the 

6th  payment  of  freight  to  fundry  (hips  em- 
ployed in  carrying  provifions  and  ftores  to  Ame- 
rica, for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there  11470  15     4 
To  do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  2403    o    3 
May  21.  To  do.  for  the  final  paymant  of  do.  to  do.        4916  1 1     i 
May  28.  Tp  do.  for  three  n^onths  advanced  freight  to 

fundry  viduallers  and  ftore  (hips  40167     7     i 

June  12*  To  do.  for  the  6th  payment  of  freight  to  fun- 
dry (hips  employed  in  carrying  provifions  and 
ftores  to  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there 
To  do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  the  5th  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
June  25.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
July  8.  To  do.  for  the  5th  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  the  6th  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do. 
To  do.  for  two  months  advanced  freight  to  fun- 
dry (hips  employed  in  carrying  oats  to  North 
America,  for  the  fervice  of  the  army  there 


597    7    o 


2585 

14 

3 

1.25 

456 

7 

7 

'5 

0 

16732 

5 

8 

16189 

9 

0 

4.^86 

I 

4 

1901 

»7 

I 

1283 

»9 

6 

7168 

5 

4 

4344 

12 

I 

Aug. 

Digitized 'by^ 


Google 


f90  PARLIAMENtARY  A 1779" 

1778.  j^.      s.    /. 

Aug*  7.  To  MeiTfs.  Mure,  (6t\  and  Acfciufen,  fbr  two 
months  advance  frei^t  to  fundry  fbips  em- 
ployed in  carrying  nores  antt  provifions  to 
North  America,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  army 
there  2154  It  lO 

.  Do.  for  the  5th  payment  of  freight  to  flmdry 

provHion  tranfports  15  31    7    7 

Do*  for  the  7  th  payment  of  do.  t6  do.  30^  16     i 

Do.  for  the  gth  payment  of  do.  to  do.  83^  114 

A«g.  31*  Do.  for  two  months  advanced  freight  t6 
fundry  provifton  tranfports  employed  in  car- 
rying provifions  and  oM  td  America  1780  14    4 
Do.  for  the  final  ptymenf  jof  freight  tO'  ftmdrf 

do*  employed  in  do.  fcrvice  4088  19    3 

Sep.  2*  Do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  freight  Co  fundry 

provifion  tranfports  6196  11    6 

Do.  for  the  8th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  2403    6    3 

Sap.  10.  Do.  for  two'  months  advanced  freight  to 
fundry  do.  employed  in  carrying  provifrons' 
and  oats  to  America  5774  10    o 

Oft.  ai.  Do.  for  do,  fcrvice  ■  2627    4    ^ 

Do.  for  the  7th  payment  of  db.  to  do.  1875    4    3 

Do.  for  the  8th  payment  of  do,  to  do.  1 115     7     7 

Do.  for  the  9th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  —  456  15     o 

Nov.  5.. Do.  for  the  6th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  4386     i     4 

Do  for  the  7th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  -—         jgoi   17     i 

Do.  for  the  8th  payment  of  do.  to  do.  1283  lo- .  6 

Nov.  i8.  Do.  for  advanced  freight  to  fundry  ftips  4507  10    4 

D*.  for  the  final  payment  of  freight  to  the  (hJp 

Prince  of  Wales  "  1 1 72  11  II 

Dec.  18.  Do.  for  two  months  advanced  freight'  to 

fundry  (hips  ■■  1^54    3    4- 

.  Do.  for  the  feth  payment  of  freight  to  futtdry  db.      1531     7     7 

Do.  for  the  8th  payment  of  do^  to  do.  3648  i6-    i 

Do.  for  the  9th  payment'of  do.  to  do.  gj;j  1 1     4 

Do.  for  the  final  payment  of  do.  to  do,  ]  16*52    3    9 

1777- 

Jan.  1 2.  Do.  fbr  freight  of  fundry  do.  4^61     3    i 

J>o.  for  dot  >—  .  1518  13  10 


;«46,746    9-  11 
July 
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July  24«  To  M«Bis.  tf  me,  fiuit  &  AtkiolQl^  for  the 
armament  of  uaofports,  employed  in  carrying 
proviAons  to  America,  and  for  pjrovifions  and 
a^i^mmodationa  on  board  them 
Do.  for  do.  f^vioc  i 

)o<i  for  do.  farvi^t  ■■   ■» 

0&.  2 1 .  Do.  for  do»  (f fvioe  i 

•Do»  ffr  do.  fervice  > 

1779. 
Jan.  la.  Do.  for  4^.  (crvki  ■  >■ 


Aug.7. 
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Feb.  26,  To  Meflrs.  M»Fe,  ftn  and  Atkiniba,  for 
the  valut  qf  fundcy  (hipstdt^n  in  cgnveying 
jm^ifions  to  America  -  6906  17    6 

April  204  To  Peter  Pcrchaid,  n^er ch^ot,  for  the  hire 
of  the  fnowr  Friendc  at  Quebec,  from  aoth 
June  f  777,  to  7th.OA.  following  408    9    t 

]^a]t  15^  1^  Rich.  Xiittlewoirth,  for  the  detention  of 
thelhip Gen.. Thomas,  froip  i  itb  Nov.  .1775, 
to  14th  M^y  1776  -  460    4    8 

June  5.  To  Will*  Gifichre,  for  expences  of  the  Lady 
'^^\l)iam,  fchooner,  employed  In  So^th  Caro<- 
hnainthcjew  1775  -  794  i8    J 

Jiin^^  ](3.  To  John  Iiimcs^,  merchant,  for  Jolua  Good-> 
rick  and  Oh  W  th^  hire  qf  the  Fanny  fcboa- 
qpr  in  Virginia,  froin;a2d  Dec.  1 775,  to  jotb 
May  1776,  and  for  the  hire  of  the  floop  Lord 
^pwe  in  do.  from  13th  Feb*  1776,  to  i6th 
A^iil  following  -  405    7  10 

To  do.  for.i^e  niot  of  the  Fanny  fchooner, 
taken I^  tbfi isMf  lA  VirgiDViioii  gpikMsiy 
1776  — ^—  ■■  780    o   o 

Jn»^  o  j'  TaMeflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for 

the  Talue^  Of  tbtf  (hip  £li4abetb  tidcen  by  d«       - 

rebels  ^-^^rm —  — —  a49P    a    9 

July  2.  ToMeilfv.  A^»t|iL<^»e8F4f9i«odenandCo. 
for  the  hir^.of  the  bri^ntine  Rebeeea,  from 
i^drjvi.  1776,  to  4th^  Aug,  following  138.    7     7 

To.Mcffrs.  Kobinlonand  bowman,  for  the  lure 
sy^sd.  viilue  of  the  (loops  Betfy  and  Liberty^  em« 
ployed  in  Virginia  ■   ■  ^77  la     i 

4  July 
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July  8.  To  Mcffrs.  Gcrvaice  and  Sebatier,  for  Ac 
detention  of  the  brigantine  Lovely  Kitty  at 
Quebec,  from  30th  Nov.  1775,  to  14th  May 
1776 .  407  17     3 

July  3i.ToMe(rrs.  Allen,  Marlar  and  Go.  in  full, 
for  the  hire  of  the  fhip  Lord  Dunlace,  em- 
ployed in  Virginia,  from  12th  May  1776,  to 
7  th  Nov.  following  — —  2ij2    4    8 

Aug.  7.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  Ton  and  Atkinfon,  for  the 
value  of  the  fhip  Mary  and  Francis,  which 
was  burnt  by  a  rebel  privateer  on  the  coaft  of 

Nova  Scotia  ^ —  — —        3034    4  10 

To  Henry  Gouch,  for  the  value  of  the  brigan- 
tine John  and  Elizabeth,  deflroycd  by  the  re- 
bels at  the  fi^  of  Quebec  in  the  month  of 
Dec.  177s  -^ —  .     800    o    o 

Aug.  13.  To  Mcffrs.  JohnMetteux  and  Co.  for  the 
ufe  of  He£lor  M'Alifton  and  John  Robert- 
fon,  for  the  hire  of  the  floop  John,  employed 
and  burnt  in  Virginia  on  i6th  May,  1776  ^65 .  o    o 

Nov.  5.  ToMeffrs.  Mure,  fon  stnd  Atkinfon,  for  the 
value  of  the  fhip  North  Star,  employed  in 
carrying  oats  to  North  America,  which  has 
been  taken  by  the  rebels  —  1015    o    o 

Nov.  18.  To  do.  for  the  value  of  the  (hip  Nancy, 

taken  by  do.  whilft  employed  in  do.  fervice  1522  lo    o 

To  Thomas  Burfoot,  Efq.  for  nine  days  deten- 
tion of  the  Chip  HeUelpOnt  at  New  York 


54  0 

0 

30712  17 

4 

89  13 

8 

May  28.  To  John  Nutt,  merchant,  for  18  barrels  of 
rice,  taken  or  defiroycd  at  Savanna  in  Geor- 
gia.   — 

June  13-  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon^  lor 
the  time  and  maintenance  of  extra  feamen  put 
On  board  fundry  Ihips,  employed  in  carrying 
proviiions  and  ftores  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
m  North  America  4479  10     3 

June  25.  To  do,  for  do.  fervice  —  5320    410 

uly  8.  To  4o.  for  do  fervice  ^  1499  lo     4 

.      July 
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July  24, 
Aug.  7. 
Aug.  31. 

oa.  21. 

Nov.  5. 
Nov.  JO. 

Dec.  iS: 


D    E    6  'A    T    fe    1 


To  do.  For  do.  ftrVic^ 
To  do.  for  do4  fervice 
To  do.  for  do.  fcfvicc 
To  do.  for  do.  fcrvice 
To  do.  for  do*  fervicd ' 
To  do.  for  do.  ftrvice 
Do.  for  do.  fcrvice 


■■  <    III 


1779. 

Jan.  12.  t)o.  for  do.  fcrvice 


Feb.  19.  To  Meffrs.  Miirc^  foti  and  AtUirifofr,  fol-  a 
quantity  of  riim  delivc^ed'ifi  America 

June  24.  To  John  Blackbtrrnj  Efq.for  lOiag'gatloiis 
of  Antigua  rum, .  for  the  ufe  of  the  forccHn 
do.  — ^ — —  

Sept.  28.  To  Meffrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  in . 
part  of  payment  for  233434  gallons  of  rum 
delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  In  do« 


Mar.  ij.  To  Arnold  Kelbit,  Adam  Drummpntl,  and 
Mofes  Franks,  £(q.  In  difc|iarge  of  a  balance 
due  to  them  for  pats  and  fplit  peas  fhipped  for 
Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  America 

Mar.  31.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq-  for  fund ry  car-^ 
goes  of  coals  fliipped  for  North  America  for 
the  ufe  of  the  forces  there 

April  I5«  To  Thomas  Harley,  Efq.  for  blankets  and 
watch-coats  provided  for  the  fcrvice  of  the 
forces  in  North  America 

April  30.  To  John  Trotter,  Efq*  for  hospital  bed* 
ding  and  divers  utenfils  for  the  forces  at  Ncw^ 
York  -^ 

May  II.  Do.  fordo,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  at 

Halifax  — ■ — ^ 

To  Edward  Lewis,  Efq.  foi*  a  balance  due  to 
him  for  remitting  money  to  the  forces  in  Weft 
Florida,  from  25th  Aug.  1775,  to  24th  Dec. 

1777         

May  21.  T'o  Meffrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  mcr* 
Vou  XI.  Cc 


£*  ^  f .  rf* 

3958    o;i 

4624  II  10 

2529  II 

2420  19 

'  2838  14  2 

. 5678    o  2 

3703    o  6 

6343  , 7  3 

■43*95  U  4 

-^ /  I  m 

60606    o  o 

» 


.41500.    6     O 

103019    7-  o 


19^16' 17    6 


^ •  3^44  n'    8 


9662  12    3 
52^4  *  8  10 

1322   II     o 


764    8    6 
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1778,  £•    *•   ^ 

chants,  for  damages  and  cofts  recovered  a-  - 
gainft  them  for  jdemurrage  of  the  (hip  Earl 
of  Suffolk  — —  ada?    7    i 

May  ai.  To  Meflrs.  Adair  and  Bullock,  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  wives  or  attornies  of  fundrv  artifi- 
cers employed  in  Canada  for  3  mon^ns  from 
10th  March  laft  — — — .  1 04  15    6 

May  28.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq.  for  coals  fent  to 

America  for  the  fervice  of  the  troops  there  5103    5    3   . 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■  a88«  19    3 

June  13.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■  1855  la  10 

*Tb  do.  for  dp.  fervice  '  745    0    0 

June  3.  To  Meflrs.  Adair  and  Bullock,  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  wives  or  attornies  of  Aindry  artifi* 
cers  employed  in  Canada  for  3  months,  from 
lOth  June,  1778  —  «o4  15    ^ 

June  25.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq.  for  coals  fent  to 

America  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  there  3965  10  lo 

July  8.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for 
vinegar  fent  to  America  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  there  -—  ^ogg    o    i 

July  23.  To  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  (or  an  equipage,  as 

commander  in  chief  in  America  1000    o    0 

Jiily  24.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq.  for  coals -fent  to 

America  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  there  559  18    0 

To  John  Graham,  Efq.  for  fo  much  advanced 
by  him  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  troop  of 
*  rangers  in  the  province  of  Georgia  in  the  year 
1775  579  18    9 

Aug.  31.  To  Robert  Gilmour,  for  the  value  of  a 
printing  prefs  taken  for  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment at  New- York  647     3-  lof 

To  Meflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for  oats 

fent  to  America  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there        7925    5 .  o 

Sept.  2.  D04  for  do.  fervice 9406    4    6 

Oa..  at .  Do.  for  do.  fervice  *  ■  1 387 1  1 1     8 

OA.  9.  ToFrsocis  Legge,  Efq.  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  to  te-imburfe  him  fundry  expences  in- 
curred m  that  province  ■  284    3    7 

Oft.  ai.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for 
cannon  and  ftores  fhipped  for  Corke,  to  be 
employed  in  compleating  the  armament  of  vic^* 
tiMlkrsthef^  • 4855  n    6 

t  oa 
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7.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  Efq.'  for  coals  fcnt  to 

America  for  the  troops  there  —  805   16    0 

Dec.  24.  To  Sir  Guy  Carleton  for  an  equipage,  as 

major-genend  in  Canada  — —  500    o    o 

Pec.  31,  To  CoK  Harry  Gordon,  for  balance  of  his 

account  as  engineer  in  North  Aunerica  977    o    4 

'779- 

Jan.  7.  To  Robert  Adair,  Efq.  being  the  balance  of 

bis  contingent  difburfements  for  the  fiok  of  the 

army  in  North  America  to  June  1777  'J^3  *4    7 

Jan.  II.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  fon  and  Atkinfon,  for 

oacs  fent  to  America  fot  the  forces  there 
Do.  for  candles  fent  to  do.  — — 

Do.  for  gun-powder,  fhot  and  ftores  (hipped  for 

Canada,  to  be  there  applied  for  the  armament 

of  (hips  —  — — 


i/:8. 

Apr.  15.  To  William  Knox,  Efq*  for  providing  pre* 
'  fents  for  Indians  bordering  on  the  colonies  in 
North  America  ■ 

Aug.  31.  Do.  fordo  fenrice  

Dec.  9.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  — — 


Mar.  31.  To  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc  Caflel,  for  levy- 
money  for  1067  recruits  furniflied  by  him  in 
the  year  1777  — —  3702    8     if 

To  the  Herediury  Prince  of  Hefle  CaflTel,  in  full 
for  ditto  for  101  recruits  furniflied  by  him  do. 
year  — ^  229     I  10 

Janes.  ^^  ^^  complete  levy-money  for  68  additio- 
nal chafleurs  in  the  year  1777  474  ID    3 
July  24.  To  the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  levy-money 
for  88  recruits  to  the  regiment  of  Waldeck  in 
the  year  1777                             ■ 

Do.  for  d^  for  139  do.  to  do.  in  the  year  1778 

To  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel,  for  levy-mo- 
rney  for  270  recruits  for  his  troops 

To  the  Herediury  Prince  of  Hefle  Caflel,  for  do, 
for  a24  do.  for  the  Hanau  troopa 
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9»  To  bills  of  f sicbiiiife  drawn 
by  Sir  Guy  Carlctofi  for  pu- 
blic fervices 
Tune  15.  Do,  for  do.  fervic9 
uA.  12.  Do.  for  do.  iervice 


Od.  12,  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  Fjrcd.  Hftldimandf 
£fq.  for  public  fervices 

^779' 

Jan.  1 8.  Do.  for  do,  fervice 

1778,  ■'  ■    ■■  i  ■'»     '  ■      1241     I  ir 

June   2^,     To  bills  of  exchange 

drawn    by  Philip  Calbeck^ 

£f<(.  for  public  fervices  . 

Jan.  i8.  Do.  fordo,  fervice 

1778.  .I'M  ■  ■  ^       3140  10    0 

0&^  12.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 

by  Patrick  Tonyn,  Efq.  for 

public  fervicirs 

»7J9- 

Jan.  1 8.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 

1778.  — ::.,., ;.    J1523  s  7 

f  COi  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 

by  William  Tryon^  £fq.  for 

public  fervices 
June  25,  Do,  for  do,  fervice 
0£t.  12.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 

1779- 

Jan.  18.  Do.  for  do,  fervice 

1775. 

Feb.  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 

by  Robert  Gordon,  Efq.  for 

public  fervices 
Tuna  25.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 
U£i^  t2.  Do.  for  do.  fervice 
1779. 

Jan.  i8f  Do.  for  do,  fervice  4000    0    9 

1778.   .  ■'    ■^■.    ^>i»'i-M       l4CMi    o    o 

Feb,  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
f      by  William  Faucitt,  Efcj.  foif 

pjiblic  fervices  -.500    o    o 

Jui^e  25,  ©Q.  for  do*  fcrvic«  7346  12    o 

'^  ■   ■      7846  12    • 

Feb. 
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Feb.  9.  To  bills  of  excbanse  drawn 
Andrew  Raifi8f((|rd^*.£fq,  for 
public  ferviceft 


679 
100 


X.   4. 


4    o 
o    o 


Od.  la.  Do.  for  do*  fcrvicr  . 

1779.  :•,-.• 

Jan.  1(8.  Do,  for  do.  fcrvice    .    .  663  10    5 

1778.  '       ^  ••  '•       .         ■     ■ 

reb.  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
,by  John  Slewarr»  l3r<|l   for     - 

public  fervice»  ..  j  15974  H  10 

Juoc  ^5.  Do,  for  do.  fcrvico  -  1 7 1 14  1 1     7  J 

0(%.  12.  Do.  fojp  do,  fcrvice  ^  12070  18    5 

1779. 

J2D.  iS«  Do,  Cmt  do.  fervice  18076    3    4 

1778. 
Feb.  9.  To  bills  of  cxcfcan^  drawn 

by  Jo(iah  Martin,    Jlfq.  for 

public  fervices 
Odf  J2.  Di>.  for  do.  fcrvice 

i779-       ^ 

Tan.  18.  Do.  for  do.  fcrvice 

1778. 

Feb.  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Peter  Cheftcr,  ECq.  for  pu- 
blic fervices 

JuRC  25,  Do.  for  do.  fcrvice 

OA.  12.  Do.  for  do.  fcrvice 

1779-  *    _,^         ' 

Jan.  18.  DffTor  do.  fervice 

1778. 

03.  12.  To  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mountford 
Browne,  Efq.  for  puMtc  fervices 

1778. 

Mar.  31.  To  Lord  William  Camp- 
bell, to  enable  him  to  pay 
.bilU  of  exchange  drawn  by 
St.  Auguftine  for  public  fer-         £.    x.    rf. 
vices  290  10    4 

May  21.  Do.  for  da.  fervice  234    8    3 

June  13.  Do.  fordow  fervice  406-  2    6 

July  24.  Do,  for  do.  fervice  ^  1 176    2    6 

^779'^  ^  ^ 

Jaa.  27.  To  Geo.  Ramusy  gent,  to 
pay  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
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on  the  late  Lord  William 

Campbell  566   6    o 

1778.  ^ 2673    9    7 

July  8.  To  Capuin  Scott  and  Meflrs.  Claofee,  fo  fa- 
tisfy  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  General  Mur- 
ray for  public  fervices  at  Minorda  2528  o  3 
Aug.  5*  To  Robert  Knox,  Efi|.  to  pay  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  on  him  for  the  fubfiftence  of  a 
corps  of  rangers  in  the  provtnceof  Eaft  Florida  2365  5  0 
Do.  to  pay  do.  drawn  for  the  fupport  of  refugees 
in  the  faid  province    .                   <— 


Feb.  2J&.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  General  El 
liot,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  for  public  Ibrvices 
there  —  -r* 

Aug.  12.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  •— 
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0 

147410 
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1769 
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3 

3081    6  10 


Feb.  9*  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 

by  Lord  Macartney  for  pu-  £.  '  $•  d. 

biic  fervices  2CO0    o  p 

June  25.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  2850'  9  o 

Oft.  12.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  2900    o  o 

.1779- 

Jan.  18.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  .  SSS9    ^    O 

1778.  — — -— i— .     Ij|M     o    o 

Feb,  9.  To  bills  of  exchange  draiwn  ^^ 

by  Thomas  Shirley,  Efq.  for    * 
public  fervices  400    o    O 

Juneaj.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  1281  10    o 

Oft.  12*  Do.  for  do.  fervice  4368    O    o 

1779. 

Jan.  18.  Do.  fordo,  fervice  f5O0  15  to 

1778.  '  13550    5  10 

June  25.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  John  Dalling,  Efq.  for  pu- 
blic fervices  1049  '^     'f 

0£b.  12.  Do.  for  do.  fervicei  %ooo    o    0 

1779. 

Jan«  18.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  633  16    3 
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Feb.  9,  To  do.  drawn  by  Daniel  Claus,  ££}•  for  pu- 
blic fifinrices  —  — 
JuDe  25*  To  do.  drawn  by  Edward  Hay,  £fq«  for 

public  fenriccf       _  — 

OBl.  la.  To  do.  drawn  by  James  Murray,  Efq.  for 
public  fervicet  —  — 

To  do.  drawn  by  John  Arbuthnot,  Efq.  for  pu- 
blic fervices  —  — 

1779- 

Jin.  1 8.  To  do.  drawn  by  John  Clarke,  Efq..  for  pu- 
blic fervicea  — 


Feb.  t8.  ToZ^chary  Philip  Fonnereau,  Efq.  and  Sir 
Menick  fiurrell,  Bart,  for  viAuaUing  the 
forces  in  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  between 
7th.  July,  1777,  and  26th  OA.  following,  in-' 
clufive,  —  — 

Mar.  4*  Do.  for  inAirance  on  provifions  ifiued  to  the 
garrifonof  Gibraltar  between  30th  Sept.  1776s 
and  28th  Sept*  i777,.incluiivc 

Mar,  i6«  Do.  for  viduatling  the  forces  in  do.  be- 
tween 27th  0&.  apd  aift  Dec.  1777,' in- 
dufive  —  — 

Mar.  27«  Do.  upon  account  — — 

May  a9«  Do.,  for  vidualling  the  forces  in  do.  be- 
tween 22d  Dec.  1777,  and  15th  Feb.  1778 

June  3.  Do.  for  viSualling  the  forces  in  do.  between 
i6tlf  Feb.  and  ijth  Mar.  1778,  inclufive 

June  24.  Do.  for  vi£hialling  the  forces  in  do.  be- 
tween i6th  Mar.  and  12th  Apr.  1778 

July  21.  Do.  for  vi£lua)ling  the  forces  in  do.  between 
13th  Apr.  and  I0:h  May.  1778,  both  inclu- 
five —  —    •  2765  15    o 

Nov.  5.  To  the  reprefoitatives  of  Z.  P.  Fonnereau, 
Efq.  and  Sir  M.  Burrell,  Bart,  for  vifiualling 
the  forces  in  do.  between  nth  May  and  5th 
July,  1778,  inclufive  5511  la    6 

Dec.  31.  Do.  for  bills  ^rawn  on  them  by  x>rder  of  . 

Gov.  Elliot,  for  fre(h  provifions  for  Gibraltar        900    o    o 

Dec.  28.  Ho.  for  do.  fervice  —  600    o    o 

*779- 

Jan.  15.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  —  —         .  500    o    o 

1778^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


10986  6 

0 

1607  8 

9 

5481  12 
jooo  0 

0 
0 

5540  18 

0 

2741  7 

6 

27+7  3 

0 

aoo  P  A  R  L I A  M  E  1<I  T  A  i  ^ 
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Aug.  7.  To  Sir  G^rge WombweH,  Barn  fnr  wdnnct  ' 
on  his  contraS  For  vidualliiijg  Gibraltar 


^779.- 
Jan.  15 


I  Dhto  upon  account 


Towards  the  expenoe  of  pfovi* 
fions  delivered  to  the  Britiih 
regiments  at  Gibraltar^  'PP^X . 
the  Aim  voted  upon  cftimate 
1778,  for  that  f<9*vice 

Alfo  the  fum  voted  upon  efti- 
mate,  1778,  for  the  foreign 
troops  in  that  earrifoA 


•A.  1779. 
i6pa   o    0 

lOJOO    o     o 

67182    2    9 


1 i68o    o    o 


•936447     i 


July  15.  To  Samuel  Smitl^)  Efq*  to  re-imRn-fe  Mr. 

Jofeph  Wall  tfie  like  fum  expended  l^y  him 

tor  the  p^iyncntof  thettnopfsat  Senegiimbia 
To<fo.  for  vi^ualling  the  forces  in  Sef>c!gambia, 

between  f ft  July,  1 776,  anrf  7th  April,  XJ^J 
Dec.  I.  Do.  for  Vidualiing  tttrfbrces  in  do«      ■ 
Dec.  18!  Do.  for  vidualltng  the  forces  in"Ho.  be- 

twcea  ift  July  aifd  3dth  Scipt.  J 777,  Jntlufive  ' 


Towards  thie  expence  of  provifions'defivcred  to 
the  corps  in  Africa,  apply  the  ft^m  voted 
upon  eftiifiate,  177^,  for  that  fcrvicc 


21044  17    r 
■  -     •  *  ' 

46T37    5    8 


979  15    9 

40030  14   9J 
^  459    6    I 


1778 

Apr. 


14.  To  Thomas  Harley,  Efq.  on  account,  for 
provifions-  fent  for  the  fupply  of  the  garrifon 
ofMinorcSi  *-i— 

ao.  Do.  ford*,  ftrvicc  ;^ 

'3.  Do,  for  do.  fervice  

13.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

7.  Do.  for  do.  fervice  — 


May 
June 
July 

Aug. 

Dec.  24.' Do  for  do.  fervice 


i»7S   .5 

8 

42745    a 

10 

40423    7 

si 

iooo 

»73+ 
1353 
4600 

1D34 
10000 


6 

o 

14 
0 


0 

4 

I 

0 

9 

0 


24722  i8    2 

1778. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  17751  D    ET  B    A    T    E    S. 

1778- 

Augaft  7.  To  Henrr  .Bculd^  Gent^  for  fundry  pro^ 

vifioDs  lo4gca  in  ftore«^ttfcs  on  the  Iflapd  of 

Gucrnfcy  i-  1 

Dec.  4,  Do.  for  jdo.  ferviciP  »— -- 


M^j  20j.  To  Simon  Fnfer,  ESq^  by  way  of  advance 
on  his  cootraA  for  fupplying. breads  forage, 
wood  and  ftraw,  to  the  forces  encamped  in  Uie 
fumnieri778  '  ■    '  30,000    O    p 

Oa.  9.  Do.  on  further  advance  — <—  15,000    o    o 


BOI 

£' 

1.     </.. 

4    a 
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January  a2.  To  Major  General  Skene,  for  fundry 
expences  incurred  by  him  in  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops  ^t  Greenock,  in  confequence  of 
his  attendance  on  that  fervice  — —  891     2     8| 

F^b.  10^  Do.  for  the  46th  ye^rs  allowance,  for  re- 
pairing roads  aAd  bridges  in  North- Britain    —    50a    O    Q 

March  20.  To  Sir  John  Ingm,  Bart,  and  Thomas 
Dnndas,  ]Bfq»  executor  to  the  late  Colonel 
lyiafterton,  for  oatmeal,  firing,  candles,  &c, 
furnilbed  to  the  fDrces  at  Fort-William,  Qaf- 
tle-Duart,  Fort- Anguftus,  Fort-George  and 
t^e  barracks  at  Bernera,  Inverfnaid,  CorgaiF 
and  Braemar,  and  the  out«port  ftations  in 
their  neighbourhood,  from  iu  January  to  3 id 
December  following,  both  inclufivc  «  — ^—  2638  16  7 
To  the  Duke  of  Argyll  for  the  like  fum  ex« 
pended.  by  him  on  di  vers  occalions,  for  the  good 
of  the  fervice  in  North-Britain  -^— ^        3OO    O    p 

April  I.  To  William  Simpfon,  Efq.  for  a  biJVof  ex-  , 

diange,  drawn  by  hini  as  fuill^ipr  of  the  ro^al 
bank  of  Scotland  -r-nr  479  17     9' 

II  ■'■  I ' 

4,809  17    oj 

Jan.  30.  To  Colonel  Whrnyard  for  providing  quar-r 
ters  coals  and  candles  for  the  officers  of  the  ift 
battalion  of  the  3d  regiment  of  foot-guards 

doing  duty  in  the  Tower  404  10    O 

To  Lieutenant  Governor  Wemyfs,  for  coals, 
candles,  &c«  for  the  forpps  in  £dinburgh*cal* 
Vpl.XI.      ^  D  J  Ue 
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tic,  from  ift  Oapbfet  to  31ft  Dfecciftbcc  i  J77    •*  215  \%    6 

To  Licutcnartt  Grovcrttor  SSngteftHi,  for  do.  iot 
the  forces  in  Landguard-Fort,  from  25th  June 
1777  to  24th  December  following      '    — *•  103  19  4 

To  Joftiua  Darwcn,  for  do.  for  the  ufc  of  the 

forces  at  Tyomouth  barracks  177     S   %\ 

T^b.  9. 'To  Ahdrfcw  Qinlton  ERj.  fer  do.  fdr'the 
troops  in  Ae  citadd  of  Plymouth  ilni  St.  Ni- 
cholas Iflan^,  to  i4thDfecfetobter  i  7  7t  '  -^  94  6  5 
Ftb.  2^  To  E.  B.  De  la  Fontaine,  Efq.  fot  the 
forces  in  the  SaVby  barracks,  froitj  26th  June 
V777  to  24th  December  following      '     ""  ^39  '^3 

isiarcli  2^.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Efq.  upon  account, 
to  enable  him  to  provide  do.  for  the  forces  in , 
Plymouth'dock  — : —  500    Q    0 

A*pril  7.  To  t-ieut.  Gov.  CorbWt,  for  tokls  for  four 

•  companies  of  itiralids,  doitig  duty  in  ihie  Me     ' 
qfjcrfey,  for  one  year  from  Lady-day  1^78  -^    275  n     6 

To  do.  for  candles  provided  for  do.  27    4    i^ 

.April  30.  Vorjapt.Geofg^Brifac,  for  coals,  candles 
&c.  furnifh'ed  by  him  to  the  forces -ottaVpsred 
in  Chatham  baVraclts  from  5th  OftoWr  1777  . 
to  5th  April  1778  ■■* '  ■  " 

July  13.  To  Thomas  &e'A,  Efq.  for  coals,  candles, 
'  &c.  for  the  troops  Quartered  in  Dovcr-caftic, 
from  25th  June  ^777  to  24l:h  June  1778      —      818    6    2{ 
July  20.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Ef^."  for'do.'fbrthe 
;    tr<K3()s  in  thc<:itaid  of  Plymouth  aniJ  St.  Ni- 
cWas  ifland,  from  25th  pcccfmber  1777  to 
24th  Jun?  i^i%  — ^         '  2Fro  r4    ? 

To  Xiieut.  Gov.  'Wcttiyft,  for  do.  for  ilie  forcfes 
'*  in  ^dinbur^h  cattle,  frotti  ift  January  1778' 

to  31  March  following,  bothincliifive        —        '2:53    J    ^ 
AugulJ  17.  Do.  Tor  do.  from  |tt  April  l778to30 

_  June  following  both  Tnclufivc '     '  Y^t     3    p 

^  ToX»  T5.  T)e  la  Fontaine,  Efq.  for  fupplying 
,_a^itronal  companies  and  recruits  in  the  Sa- 
voy barracks,   wiA  do.  between  24tji  Dec. 

•jr777  and  25th  June  i77«      '     ;    ^ 194    -5    7 

Auguft  3 1 .  To  Lieut.  Gov.  Singleton,  for  do.  Tor  the 
forces  in  Landguard  Fort,  from  25th  Dec. 
I7'7"7  to  24tli  June  1778,  both  incliifive        —      108    ,31? 
To  Lieut.  *Gov.  C^^bett,   for  coals,  for  five 


?>i75    3    4 
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companies  of  Lord  M*  J^epi^^  rf^^f  n(  of  foot . 
doii^  duty  at  Jerfcy,  froj»  6.tb  Jwip  1778  to, 
25  March  1779  •^■*^  3^4    2    6 

Oa,  JO.  To  Lieut,  Gov.  Weg^yfi,  for  co*U,  can* 
dies,  &c«  for  the  forces  Iq  £4ii>buTgh  caftle, 
from  ift  Ji)ly  1778  to  Ibf  30tb  September  fol-^ 
lowing  — r-  194  17    o 

To  Capt.  George  BrifaCf  fot  dp.  for.  the  forcea 
in  Chatham  barTStf:k»»  ix9m  S^  April  1 778  to 
5th  OAober  following  — r^-  1391  14    1 

1779- 

Jan,  13.  To  Andrtw  Qiatoo,  Efq*  upon  accdimt^ 
to  enable  him  tojprondc  do.  for  the  forcci  ia 
Plymouth  dock  — ^-«^  50O    0    o 

Jan.  25i  Do«  for  do.  fbr  the  troops  quartered  19 
Plymouth  citadel  and  St.  Nicholas  IflaQ^>  tp 
24th  Deceptber  1778  -— -^  81  XO    o 


7821   II  oi 


1778. 

Feb.  28.  To  the  Eari  of  Panmure,  for  ^raii  money 
feu:  die  2d  regiment  of  dragoons  in  the  fum- 

mer  1777  ^  165     *    O 

May  1 1.  To  Sir  John  Mordaunt,    for  do.  for  the 

loth  regiment  of  do.  in  the  fummcr  1776      •— -      355  13    6 
D04  for  do*  in  the  fummcr  1777  — — r-  126    j;    o 

To  General  Elliot,  for  do.  for  the  15th  regi- 
ment of  do.  in  do,  fuminer  — -      ^  734    4    o 
Do.  for  extra  feeding  of  his  regimcat  of  .do*  in 

the  year  1777  — —  3QO    o    o 


1681     4    6 


1777. 

Drc.  31.  To  Frederick  William  Heckt,  for  l8i 
days  pay  as  affiftant  commiiTary  in  America^ 
from  ad  November  1776  to  ad  May  1777     -^     181    o    o 

1778. 

Jan.  30.  Major  General  Morrifon,  for  118  days  ad- 
.  ditional  pay  as  quarter-mafter-general,  from 
2i>lh  Aoguft  1777  to  24th  December  follow- 
ing    Ii8    o    o 

Jan.  31.  To  John  F^enton^  Efq.   for  184  days  pay 
^      as  captain  of  William  and  Mary  caftlc,  from 

Ddx  6th 
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6th  July  1777  to  5th  January  1778  —  184    o    o 

Feb.  9.  To  CoK  Gabriel  Chrifiie,  for  507  days  pay 
as  quarter-mafter-general  in  Canada,  from 
14th  March  1776  to  ad  Auguft  1777        —        5^7    ^    ® 

Feb.  14.  To  Lieut.  Col.  Townfhcnd,  for  183  days 
pay  as  fuperiiitendant  of  the  recruiting  fervice, ' 
to  24th  December  1777  — —  27410    o 

Feb.  21.  To  James  Napier,  EfqL  for  183  days  pay 
as  fuperintendant  general  of  Hofpitals  in  North 
America^  to  do.  — —  549    O    o 

Feb.  26.  To  William  Hecht,  Gent,  for  184  days 
pay  as  affiftant  comroiiTary  in  America,  from 
3d  May  to  ad  November  1777  -i^^—  184    co 

•  To  Robert  Gordon,  Efq.  for  92  days  pay  at 
coitimiirary  at  Corke,  fVom  22d  November 
1777  to  2ift  January  1778  —  92    o    o 

Feb.  a8.  To  Major  Gen.  Faucitt,  for  9a  days  pay 
as  commiiTary  in  Germany,  from  3d  Nov. 
1777  to  ad  February  1778  — —  460    o     o 

March  6.  To  Jonathan  Clarke,  Grent.  for  365  days 
pay  as  alliftant  commiiTary  in  Canada,  from 
-   30th  March  1776  to  30th  March  1777         —       365    o     o 

March  la.  To  Fleetwood  rarkhurft,  Ef^j.  -.for  02   . 
days  pay  as  deputy  commiiTary  in'  C^nacut, 
from  21ft  Auguft  to  20th  November  1777      —     138    o    o 

March  20.  To  Capt.  Richard  Bailey,  for  365  days 
pay  for  fuperintending  the  emoarkation  of  par- 
ties, horfes,  ftores,   &c.    for  the  armies  in   . 
North  America,  from  nth  March  1777  to 
lOth  March  1778,  both  included  —  182  10     o 

March  30.  To  Major  General  Haldimand,  for  269 
days  pay  as  mfpeftor  general  of  the  forces  in 
the  Weil-Indies,  from  a5th  December  1776 
to  19th  September  1777  — —  67a  lo    o 

March  31.  To  James  Chriftie,  Gent,  for  365  days 
pay  4is  amftant  commiiTary  in  America,  frpm 
2d  April  1776  to  and  for  die  2d  April  1777      -     365    o    o 

April  I.  To  John  Morrifon,   Elq.  for  91  days  pjiy 

as  deputy  commtflary  in  do.  from  25th  Sept. 

to  24th  Uecembcr  1777  both  includ^        — .     136  10    O 

To  Major  General  Rainsford,  for  60  days  pay 

as  commiiTary  for  muftering  foreign  troops, 

from 


Digitized  by; 


google 


A*t779*  .'  DEBATES.  ao^ 

1778.  V  J.     s.    JL 

from  ift  November  1777  to  31ft  December 
following  — —  x8o    o    o 

April  28.  To  ^nathan  Clarke,  Gent,  for  184  days 
pay  as  affiftant  commiiTary  in  America,  from 
31ft  March  1777  to  30th  September  following, 
both  included  — -*:-  184    b    Q 

To  Peter  Paomier,  Eiq.  for  183  dajs  pay  at 
deputy  commiiTary  in  do.'  from  ^d  April  1777 
to  2d  October  following,  both  mcluded      —       274  10    O 

April  30.  ToCapt.  And.  Frafcr,  for  1777  days  pay, 
as  deputy  commiiTary  at  Dunkirk,  from  i  ith 
•  OAober  1777  CD  5tb  April  1778  both  included    «  265  10 .0 

May  5.  To  Lieut.  Robert  ^imonton,  for  227  days 
allowance  as  agent  to  the  tranijports  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  as  captain  and  commander  of  the  ^ 
armed  floop  Dunmore,  from  21ft  December 
1775  to  4th  Ai^ft  1776               — -                11310    o 

May  1 1  To  Sir  James  Napier,  for  91  days  pay,  as 
fuperintendant  general  of  holpitals  in  North- 
America,  from  25th  December,  1777,  ^^  ^5^ 
March,  1778.  '  273    o    o 

To  Col.  William  Roy,  for  1 8a  days  pay,  for  fu-  ^ 

perintending  i^ores  ftnt  to  America,  from  14th 
Oftober,  1777,  to  13th  April,  1778,  both  in- 
cluded. ——  j6^    o    • 

May  12.  To  Major  General  Fawcitt,  for  89  days 
ray,  as  commiiTary  in  Germany,  from  3a 
^b.  to  ad  May,  1778,  both  included.  445    o    o 

May  15.  To  Daniel  Wier,  Efq.  for  365  days  pay,  iss 
Tuperintendant  and  dircAor  of  forage,  provi- 
iions,  &c.  in  North- America,  from  lil  Feb. 
1777,  to  lil  Feb.  1778.  '.  730    o    C 

May  21*  To  Gregory  Towpihend,  Gent,  for  184 
days  pay,  as  affiftant  commiiTary  in  America, 
from  4th  May,  1777,  ^  3^  ^o\.  following, 
both  included  — —  184    O    O 

To  Robert  Gordon,  Eiq.  for  89  dajs  pay,  as 
commiflary  at  Corke,  mm  22dFeb.  to  21 
May,  1778,  both  included  — —  89    o    O 

To  John  Morrifon,  Eiq.  for  90  days  pay,  as  de- 
puty commiiTary  in  America,  from  25th  Dec. 
1777,  ^^  H^^  March,  1778,  both  included  135    o    o 

To  Jonathan  Clarke,  Gent,  for  181  days  pay,  as 

affiftant 
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aiHftant  commUTtry  in  Ao.  frewn  rft  Ott.  9jf% 
■  to  30th  March,  i^jyS,  both  included        — *-       181     o    o 
June  13.  To  Pctcf  Pfttimitr,  Efq.  for  181  dtys  frtij, 
as  deputy  conimiffary,  in  do^  from  yi  Oft« 
1777,  to  2d  April,  177!  — *-^  273    a    o 

June  17.  To  Mr.  Vincent  Wood,  for  541  days  pay^ 
as  furgeon  to  tKo  hoibkal  in  Canada,  frona  lii 
Jan.  1776,  to  14th  June,  1777,  both  inclii-i 
dcd  — —  276  16     o 

June  18.  To  WilliMi  Bvtier,  Gent,  for  365  izyi 
pay,  as  aifillaiit  oDnttniiTary  in  North- Amcri^ 
-,    ca^  worn  ift  Nov,  1776,  to  ift  Nov.  1777  365    o?    o 

July  13.  To  Major  Hugh  Lord,  for  365  days  payy 
as  commandant  at  che  Itlenois,  from  2  4tfa  Dec. 
1774,  to  24tiiDec.  177$,  feodi  ifK:l«(ied  136  17     6 

July  31.  To  Capt*  Jdhn  Cleve  Pteyd«lt,  for  785 
1    days  allowance,  for  affifting  in  oonipleattng  a 
plan  of  North  Britain,  from  iftMay,   1776, 
to  24th  June,  1778,  bo€h  induded        -«^«^    -      392  t6     o 
Aug.  12.  To  Major  Gen*  F;{ucit(,  for  9a  days  pay, 
ascommiifary  in  Germany,  from  3d  Nlay,  to 
^      2d  Auguft,  1778,  both  included  -^~*  466    a     a 

Aug.  31*  To  Robert  Gioiddn,  E<q.  for  91k  days  pay, 
as  confmifla^r  atCorkc,  froiii  2  id  May,  1 778, 
^        to  21  Aug4  following,  both  included  99    o     o 

To  fundry  ]geReral  offioevs  for  an  allowanee  for 

reviewing  the  mititia  -^^—  380a    O     o 

To  Col.  Burgoyne,  for  18 1  days  pay,  as  com^^ 
milTary  for  tnvftering  foreign  troops  in  Ame^ 
rica,  from  •iSdl  Jan*  1778,  to  28th  July 
following  ■■■   "  361    o     o 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Townfhend,  for  the  pay  df  fundry 
officers,  emptoycd  in  carryiajg  on  the  recruits 
ingfervjce  ■    ■    '■  333    4     8 

To  JohnFenton,  Ei<}.  for  181  day«  pay,  «s  cap* 
taHi  and  commander  of  William  and  Mary 
Caftle,  froni  6A  Jan.  to  5th  July,  4778,  both 
included  ■■  -  ■  18^     O     o 

Sept.  3.  Tb  George  Brindley,  Efq.  for  182  days  pay, 
as  deputy  comfmifiary  in  America,  from  4^ 
Oa.  1777,  to  3d  Apr.  1778,  both  included  ^73    o     o 

To  Roger  John^n^  Efq.  for  365  days  pay,  aa 

«ffiftaat 
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afEftant  cMranfltrjr^  ki  cb*  firam  mA  }mc^ 
1777,  to  jotkluM,  1778  — ^  36$    o    o 

SrpUii.  ToJMeflrt.  Rolsand  Gray^  for  the  par  of 
II  ffi'geoQtfliata  ibr  the  ift  laftttdioa  00th 
regiment  of  f«oc,  ftatmcdlat  jMnaka,  itom 
2^  Tune,  1777  toft4di  Dec.  following,  •botli 
included  ^  ■ '  '  ■■    '  a^2  l3  XO 

To  do.  for  the  fay  of  do«  from  ajtk  Doc.  1777 
tt>  24^1  June,  1778,  belk  Mcluded  I7f     o     8 

Sept.  22.  No  Nach.  Qay^  £(q.  for  267  days  pay,  as 
commiiraryinCoaiada,  hw^  etftficpL  lyyy 
tx>ifth  July,  1778,  both  indnded  574    o    o 

Od.  2o.  ifi  fnadry  .general  sod  flaff^-aficcrs  in 
Nordi- America,  for  the  relpQfkive  feriods 
therein  mentioaed  «-^  '90S9     3    ^ 

To  fundry  officerrs'of  the  iioipiaal  ititdo^  3343     5    o 

Oa.^7.  To  F.  R.  ClMke,  Efq.  forwo  jream  pay  » 

fuperioteockntcf  the  proiKifiooatmio  aim  Anie-  Y 

rica,  from  i ft  Jane,  17716^  &ft  June,  177S         730    o    O 

0^.31.  To  Jamec  Chrlftie,  Gent.as1atfnai]t:cim>- 
miffary  in  North- America,  for  965  daprpay^ 
from  3d  April,  3777*10  «d  April,  177B,  both 
included  *^  365    O    O 

To  do.  for  133  fl;^^y,  as  da  ift-om  gd  April  ^ 

to  13th  Auguft,  1 7  78, -both  included        —  i%%    o    O 

To  F.  Parkhurft,  Efq.  for  181  days  pay,  as  de-  ^ 

puty  cornmlibrr  in  Canada^  'fnom  ittft  iNov« 
J 777  to  3oth  May  1778  ■^-  ■«  ■   .  aya  ib    o 

Nov,  5.  To  JamcsJ^orteus,  Gent. for  27«m  pay,  as 
ailiftant.  SoBioiifiary  in  Afneno^  irom  ift 
April,  1776  to  lift  April,  1778         - ' ; "         730    o   jO 

Nov.  19.  To  Major 'Geo.  'F^ancitt,  for  92  dnys  pay, 

as  commilCnryin  Genmatiy,  from  gd  Aagnft 

to  adNov.  1778,  both  inchidod  —  460    o    o 

To  John  Drummend,  £jq.  for  182  xfays  pay,  as 

deputy  oDi|inBsflrary.iQCanada,rfvcun'ddi  <>&. 

1777,  to  ift  April,  1778  — —  a^J    o    O 

Dec.  7.  To  Robert  Gordon,  £lq«  for  92  days  pay, 
as  commtifary  at'Ccrke,  from  22d  Atsguft^ 
to  2ift  Nov.  1778,  bdthinclBdcd         ••— -  rqt     o    o 

To  J^mes  FarquaFion,  -Gent,  for  .2  ysafs  jpay, 
•  as  commirfiary  in  Canada,  {rom  iftth  >Sept. 
1776,  to  i«lh:Sept.  37718  — —  730    o    o 

I  To 
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Dec.  7.  To  Nathaniel  Day,  Eiq;  for  78  days  pay  as 
commiiTary  in  Canada,  from  5th  July  to  aoth 
Sept.  1778,  both  inciufive  jg6    o     o 

To  Gregory  Townfhend,  Efq;  as  afliftant  com-       ^" 
miffary  in  America,  181  days  pay,  from  4th 
November  1777  toj^d  of  Mar  1778  181     o     o 

To  John  MorrifoB,  £lq;  for  104  days  pay^  as 
commiflary  in  do.  from  25th  March  to  24th 
September  1778  — — _  276    o     o 

To  William  Butler,  Eiq;  for  343  days  pay,  as 
affiftant  commifiary  in  do.  from  2d  November 

1777  to  loth  Oftober  1778  343     o     Q 
Dec.  X 1.  To  Mr.  Vincent  Wood,  for  365  days  pay, 

as  fureeon  to  the  ho(pital  in  Canada  182  10     O 

Dec.  2 1  .To  Peter  Paumier,  Efq;  for  1 82  days  pay,  as 
deputy  commiiTary  in  America,  uom  3d  April 

1778  to  2d  O&ober  following         -^—  274  10.    o 
Def.  24.  To  F.  R.  Clarke,  Efq;  for  126  days  pay 

as  fuperintendant^of  the  pr6vifion  train  in 
America,  from' 2d  June  1778  to  5th  Odober 
following,  both  inclufive  '  126     O    t) 

To  Frederick  William  Hecht,  gent,  for  337  days 
pay  as  al&ftant  commiiTary  in  America,  from 
*       3d  November  i777to5thOSobcr  1778,  both 

inclufive  — ^— ^  337     o     o 

if79- 

Tan.  7.  To  Msuor  Generals  Amherft,  Warde,  and  Sir 

•    David  Lindfay,  for  their  trouble  and  expence 

in  reviewing  his  Majefty's  forces  2737   10     o 

To  fundry  extra  general  and  ftafF  officers  and 

officers  of  the  hofpital  in  Great  Britain  ^4793     5     o 

To  Robert  Adair,  Efq;  for  balance  of  pay  of 

extra  furgeons  mates  in  the  Ceded  lilands, 

&c.  to  24th  December  1777  451   14     o 

Jan  12.  To  George  Brindley,  Efq;  for  183  days  pay, 

as  deputy  commiiTary  in  America,  from  4tfa 

April  to  3d  Oftobcr  1778,  both  inclufive  274  10     o 

To  John   Fenton,  Efq;  for  184  days  pay,   as 

captain  and  commander  of  William  and  Ma- 
ry Caftle,  from  6th  July    1778  to  5th  Jar 

'nuary  1779,  both  inclufive  184     o     o 

Jan.  25.  To  Sir  tiuy  Carleton,  for  262  days  pay,  as 

commander  in  chief  in  Canada,  from  25th 

December  1777  to  12th  September  1778  2620     o     o 

Jan. 
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Jan.  28.  To  CaptaU  Andfew  Frafer^  late  coramif- 
fary  at  Duolurk,  for  188  days  pay,  from  6th 
April  1778  to  loth  Odober  followiiig  28a    o    o 

365  days  allowance  to  M^gor  Hayxnan  Rookc, 
as  majbr  to  the  laile  98di  rcgimeot  of  foot, 
from  25th  December  1777  to  24th  Decem- 
ber 1778  •  273  15    o 

565  days  pay  of  George  Monro^  £%  aa  com- 
miflary  ot  ftores  in  North  firitain,  from  do. 
to  do.  — ».»  182  10    o 

.  36^  days  allowance  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Birch 
in  lieu  of  a  troop  of  light  dragoons^  from 
25th  December  1777  to  24th  December  1778         282  17    6 

365  days  do.  to  Major  GenenU  Pjx^on  in  heu 

of  do.  from  do.  to  do.  «-.i— .  282  17     6 

365  days  do.  to  Admiral  Montagu  as  Governor 
of  Newfoundland,  &c.  from  15th  March  1777 
to  14th  March  1778  547  10    o 

To  one  year's  allowance  to  Lewis  Lochee,  being 

his  Majefty's  royal  bounty  for  the  year  1778  100    o    o 

To  one  year'sdo.  to  John  CampbeU,  £(q;  as 

fuperintendant  in^aor  of  Indian  affairs  in  * 

the  province  of  Quebec,  from  2d  Odober 

1777  to2dOftober  1778  300    0^0 

S7S40  18  8 

1778.  

Feb.  14.  To  L  Meyrick,  Eiq;  to  enable  h!m  to  re- 
imburte  the  non-conmiilfioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  fundrv  regimenti  of  foot,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  tne  fuimons  and  paymafters 
allowances,  from  25th  of  June  1777  to  24th 

December  following  1 158  10    3 

To  MeiT.  Anderfon  and  Co.  to  enable  them  to 
se-imburfe  do.  of  the  42d  regiment  of  foot, 
the  ftoi^i^s  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  165     70 

To  Sir  J.  A.  Ot^hton,  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe  do.  of  the  31ft  reeiment  of  foot,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  and  for  the  allowance 
for  bread  from  do,  to  dp.  I4^     7     3i 

Feb.  21.  To.  J.  Meyrick,  £fq;  for  the  allowance  of 
bread-money  to  the  2a  and  70QX  regimenu  of 
foot  .1  C28     3    O 
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To  James  Filter,  Efq;  to  Unable  Hm  t^'  re-hn- 
burfe  the  non^^commiflioned  officers  and  pri* 
vatc  men  of  the  i^th  and  19th  regiments  of  * 
foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeons  and 
and  paymaftcrs  allowances,  from  ijth  of  June 
1777  to  24th  December  following,  and  for 
brtf  ad -money  to  parties  of  the  15  th  regiment  ." 
at  Chatham  Barracks,  between.4th  June  1777 
and  29th  December  following  197  10    q| 

To  Mefl.  Cox  and  Mair,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
imburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  25th  June  1777 
to  24th  December  following    "  1 856  17     o 

Feb.  28,  To  Lieutenant  General  Armftrong^  to  en- 
able him  to  re-imburlc  do.  of  the  8th  regi- 
ment of  fpot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from 
do.  to  do.  ■■  — -  1 20     2     I 

To  Lieutenant  General  Haviland,  to  enable  him 
to  re-imburfe  do.  of  the  45th  regiment  of  foot, 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  96     6  10 

To  Mcli.  Rofs  and  Gray,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
imbude  do.  of  iundry  regiments,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  db.  to  do*  —  *  7^9     S     7 

Mar.  18.T0  Edward  Bisfliopp,  Efq;  to  enable  him  to 
re-imburfe  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  5th  and  29th  regiments  of 
foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  the  fur^ons  and  j 

paymafters  allowances  from  25th June  1 777  to 
24t]i  December  following,  and  for  the  allow- 
ance for  bread -money  to  faid  regiments  212   19     a 

April  7.  To  James  Meyrick,  Efq;  for  the  allowance 
for  bread-money  to  fundry  regiments,  from 
4th  July  1776  to  December  1777  155     7  10 

To  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  to  enable  him  to  re-imburfe 
the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private  men 
of  the  37th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  tor  the  lurgeon  and  paymafters  allow- 
ances, from  25th  June  1777  to  24th  Decem- 
ber following,  and  for  the  allowance  for  bread-  1 
hioney,  to  parties  of  the  faid  regiments  within 
the  faid  period                           ^                                   114    O    9 

Anril  %o.  To  Mefli  Roberts,  to  enable  them  to  re-  j 

imburlc  do,  of  tlic  24th,  27th;  and  38th  rc^       ^'    »  ' 

.1/    ..  gimcnt^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  i 


A*  1779*  DEBATES* 

1778. 

giments  of  foot^  the  fioppages  made  for  do^ 
from  do.  to  do*  - — ^— 

April  29.  To  McflT.  Rofs  and  Gray,  for  bread-money, 
to  recruiting  parties  and  recruits,  belonging 
to  fandry  regiments  in  the  year  1776 
Do,  fordo,  iii  the  year  1777  .  — 

Do.  fordo,  to  fundry  regiments  in  the  year  1776 
l>o.  for  do.  to  the  I  ft  battalion  of  the  royals  and 

the  13th  regiment  of  foot  in  the  year  1777 
Do*  for  do.  to  tlie  3d  and  21ft  regiments  of  foot, 

in  the  year  1775  

Aug.  8.  To  MelTi  Cox  and  Mair,  to  enable  them  to 
re-imburfe  the  non-cotnmiffioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the 
iloppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  pay- 
mafters  allowances  from  25th  December  1776 

to  24ih  June  1777  ^  I993  14  9 

Oa.  20«  To  McflT.  Meyrick,  for  allowance  of  bread- 
money  to  fundry  regiments  •  — —  556  19  5 
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i77». 

Jan.  22.  To  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  to  replace  fundry 
doathin^  and  accoutrements  belonging  to  the 
40th  regiment  of  foot,  loft  in  aAions  againft 
die  rebels  in  America,  in  the  campaign  1777  280  1911 

To  Lieutenant  General  Sandford^  to  replace  do. 
belonging  to  the  lOth  regiment  of  foot,  loft 

in  do.  campaign  —  25    4    o 

To  General  Abercrombie,  to  replace  (undry  do. 
belonging  to  the  44th  regiment  of  foot^  loft 
in  do.  campaign  *— -^  24    40 

Mar.  1 8.  To  Lord  Adam  Gordon,  to  replace  do^ 
belonging  to  the  26th  regiment  of  foot,  taken 
by  the  reoels  in  Canada  in  the  year  1775  566    3    2 

Apr.  30.  To  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  to  replace  fundry  ac-  - 
coutrements  belonging  to  the  37th  regiment 
of  foot,  loft  in  aftual  fervice  againft  the  re- 
bels in  North  America,  and  deifroyed  by  fire 
at  Pifataucay  in  the  Jerfeys,  the  28th  April 

1777 ' 50    5    6 

'Aug.  31  •  To  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  to  replace  fundry 
do.  belong  to  the  detachment  of  the  3d  rc-> 

Ei  z  giment 
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gimcnt  of  foot  guards,  which  were  loft  or  dc- 
ftroycd  on  fervice  againft  tlie  rebels  in  North 
America  — —  47  10   6 

To  General  Hodgfon,  to  replace  fundfy  do. 
belonging  to  the  4th  regiment  of  foot,  loft  in 
fervice  in  do.  dtiring,the  campaigns  1776  and 
1777^  

To  Major  General  Grey,  to  replace  fundry  do. ' 
belonging  to  the  28th  regiment  of  footj  loft  i0 
do.  during  the  campaign  1777  41  19   6 

To  Lieutenant  General  Pomeroy,  to  replace 
fundry  do.  belonging  to  the  64th  regiment  of 
foot,  loft  in  do.  during  the  campaign  1776 
and  1777  ^      106  15   6 

To  Earl  Waldgrave,  to  replace  fundry  do,  be- 
longing to  the  detachment  of  the  Coldftream 
regiment  of  foot  guards,  loft  on  fervice  againft 
the  rebels  in  North  America 
Sept.  19.  To  Lieutenant  Gcneral'Trapaud,  %o  re- 

-  place  fundry  do.  belonging  to  the  70th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  loft  in  the  expedition  to  St. 
Vincent's,  &c.  81     20 

To  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  to  replace  fundry 
do.,  bclongirtg  to  the  detachment  of  the  ik 
regiment  of  foot  guards^  loft  or  deftroycd  «n 
fervice  in  Ndrth  America  53    o    ^ 

To  Major  General  Grant,  to  replace  fundry 
do.  belonging  to  the  y5th  regiment  of  foot, 
loft  or  deftroyed  on  fervice  againft  the  rebeb^ 
in  North  America,  doripg  the  campaigns  in 
1776  and  1777  — —  120     X    S 

To  Lieutenant  General  Sandford,  to  replace 
camp  equipage,  cloathing,  and  accoutrements 
l>elonging  to  the  loth  regiment  of  do.  loft  on 
board  ^hc  Symmetry  brig,  taken  by  the  rebeh 
in  the  river  Dclawar,  in  December  1777  '3*3    ^   9 

Nov.  II.  To  Earl  Percy,  to  replace  fundry  accou* 
trements  belonging  to  the  5th  roeimentof  do. 
loft  in  adion^  againft  the  rebels,  during  the 
campaigns  1 776  and  1777  —  '53    8  c 

Dec.  16.  To  Lieutenant  General  Bttrgoyne,  to  re- 
place horfe-furniture,  accoiitremems^'&c.  be* 
longing  to  the  i6th  regiment  ^  dngooiis. 
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loft  or  taktn  by  the  enemy  »n  America  iuring 

the  AmpaigiM  1 776  and  1777  *H  ''* 

359«    o   4 

April  I  c.  To  Maj.  Gen.  Calcfaft*  in  Iku  of  63  dayf 
nett  off-rcckoninga  of  the  Liverpool  R^uaeat 

of  foot  ,        ^  538  U    '^ 

To  Lieut.  Col-  W  Doondl,  in  lieu  of  49  days  -.    ^    ^ 

do.  of  his  regiment  of  HrghUndert  4«o  =^9    ^. 

To  CoU  M*  Kenxie,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of 

his  regiment  of  do.  4«^  *9    ^ 

To  Col.  Gordon,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of  bia  «  ^ 

regiment  of  do.  — ,       ^  4"  t9    O 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell,  in  lieu  of  49  ^1^  ^*  o  ^ 

of  his  regiment  of  do.  4**  tj    • 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Mawhood,  in  lieu  of  49  days  dp. 

of  the  7ad  regiment  of  foot       , 4»*  »9    ^ 

To5ir  Will.  Erlkinc,  in  lieu  of  7a  days  do.  of 

the  Edinburgh  volunteers  —    '  DI5  W  10 

To  Col.  Scott,  in  lieu  of  ^^  days  do.  of  Ae 

Glafgow  volunteers  —  615  W  lO 

To  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  in  lieu  of  63  days  *>•  .  ^. 

of  his  r^imcttt  of  Highlanders  —  SS*  ^3    ' 

To  Col.  Murray,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of  his 

regiment  of  do.  ~    *  ^       4i8  «9    * 

To  Col.  F.  M*  Lean,  in  lieu  of  58  d*y*  ^- « 

bis  regiment  of  foot  49$  lo  .8 

May  30.  To  Maj.  Gen:  Daniel  Jones,  in  lieu  of 
110  days  do.  of  the  additioaals  so  the  ad  le- 
regiment  of  foot  —  til  19    1 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Walflw  iii-licu  of  49  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  56th  foot  1%    4    5 

To  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  xath  do.  —  7*    4    S 

To  Sir  John  Seabright,  in  lieu  of  1 10  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  18th  do.  —  ix»  ^9    • 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Boyd,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of 

thedo.  to39thdo.  -~-  7^    4    S 

To  Maj.  Gen.  Baugh,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of  * 

thedo.  ivxsSth  do.  —  7*    4    $ 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Shecacd^Jn  lieu  of  49  days  do* 

of  the  do.  to  69th  do.  '  *9  *'  Ji 
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To  Lord  Geo.  Lenox,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of 

the  do.  to  25 th  do.  —  •       49  "^7    5 

To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do. 
of  the  do.  to  the  ift  and  2d  battalions  of  the 

iff  foot  99  '4  'O 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Murray,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  1 3th  do.  — 49  1 7    S 

To  Sir  David  Li nd fay,  in  lieu  of  49  days  do.  of 

the  do.  to  59th  do.  49  ^  7    S 

July  Vs.  To  thp  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  in  lieu  of  170 

days  do.  of  bis' regiment  of  fenfiblc  men  1453  '^   '* 

•Tothe  Duke  of  Gordon,  in  lieu  of  170  days  do. 

of  his  regiment  of  do.  ■    ■  1453  ^^   ^' 

To  the  Duke  of  Glotrcefter,  in  lieu  of  109  days 

do.  of  the  additional  tothe  I  ft  foot  guards  453    a    o 

^      To  Gen.  Elliott,  in  lieu  of  276  days  do.  of  the 

do.  to  15th  regiment  of  dragoons  iSo    2     7 

Tothfe  Earl  of  Loudoun,  in  lieu  of  109  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  3d  regiment  of  foot  guards  291    ^    6 

•"      To  E'irl  Waldgravc,  in  lieu  of  109  days  do.  of 

thedo.  toad  do.  •  —  291     O    6 

*To  Gin.  Moftyn,  in  lieu  of  262.  days  do.  of  the 

do.  to  the  ift  regiment  of  dragoon  guards  512  19     8 

To  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  in  lieu  of  ryodays 

do.  of  his  regiitient  of  feniiUe  tnen  ''4^3   '  i  11 

Jul^  23.  To  Lord  Townflbend,  in  lieu  of  262  days  » 
do.  of  the  additionals  to  the  2d  regiment  of    • 
^  2)-agoon  guards      "         '-■     '  341   19    9 

To  the  Earl  of  Paiimure,  in  lieu  of  262  days  of 

the  do.  2d  regiment  of  dragoons  ■  341   tg    9 

.  To  Rr  John  Mordiunt,  in  lio^  of  262  days  do.  of 

the  do.  to  f  otb  do.  "  341    19    9 

^uly  3/  To  Lord  Robert  Manners,   in  lieu  of  262 

days  do.  of  the  do.  to  3d  do.  34T   19    9 

"      -  T^Cthc  Earl  of  Pembroke,  in  lieu  of  262  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  J  ft  do. 341   19    9 

TTo'Gen.  Carpenter,  in  lieu  of  262  days  do.  of 

the  do.  to  4th  do>*  ■■  *    ■  *  3|t   19    9 

^     :  TfetLieut.  Gen.  Johnfton,  in  lieu  of  262  ^ays 

do.  of  the  do.  to  6th  db.  '■■  34^   ^9    9 

•.  Tb:Sir  G.  Howard,  in  lieu  of  262  days  do«  of 

the  do.  to  7th  do,  .  341   19    9 
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To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fitzroy,  in  lieu  of  a62  daysdo, 

of  the  do.  to  3d  do.  — 

To  Lieut.  Gen:  Jotinfton,  in  lieu  of  262  days 

do,  of  the  do.  to  nth  do.  ■   - 

pa.  2;^.  To  Sir  Thomas  Wilfon,  in  lieu  of  231  days 

do.  of  the  do.  to  50th  do.  ■' 

To  Col.  Pifton,  in  lieu  of  69  days  do.  of  the 

75th  regiment  of  do.  — — 

To  Gen.  Moftyn,  in  lieu  of  415  days  do.  of  the 

additionals   10  the  ift  regiment  of  dragoon 

guards  ■ 

T9  Lord  Robert  Manners,  in  lieu  of  415  days 

do.  of  the  do,  to  3d  do.  ■■ 

To  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  in  lieu  of  415  days 

do.  of  the  do.  to  ift  do.  — 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Carpenter,  in  lieu  of  415  days 

do.  of  the  do.  to  4th  do.  > 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Johnfton,  in  lieu  of  415  days 

do.  of  the  do.  to  6th  do.  — _ 

To  Sir  George  Howard,  in  lieu  of  415  days  do. 

pf  the  do.  to  7th  do.-  '  . 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Johnfton,  in  lieu  of  415  days 

do.  of  the  do.  to  nth  do.  -— 

To  Lord  Townihend,  in  lieu  of  415  days  do»  of 

the  do.  to  2d  do.  >■■'■■ 

'  To  the  Earl  of  Panmure,  in  lieu  of  4x5  days  do. 

of  the  do.  to  2d  do.  — - 

To  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  in  lieu  of  415  days  do. 

of  f he  do.  to  xoth  do,  y^j-  > 
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Jan.  39.  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgeyne,  for  providing 
divers  camp  neceiTaries  for  the  i6th  regiment 
of  dragoons  '   ■  ■■■ 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Campbell,  for  do.  for  the  35th  re- 
giment of  foot  ■ 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Frafer,  for  do.  for  the  7  ift  do. 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Prefton,  for  do.  for  the  17th  re* 

gimentof  dragoons  

Feb.  20.  To  Mcffrs.  Gray  and  Ogilvie,  for  do.  f^r 
Lieut.  Col.  M*  Lean's  corps  — 
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April  30.  To  the  CsrI  cf  Loudoun,  for  do.  for  the  de- 
tachment of  foot  gttftfds  —  233  16    0 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Monckton,  fordo,  for  the  xyth 

rbcimentof  foot  ^ 

To  Sir  Williaai  Hovve,  for  do.  for  the  23d  do. 
To  Lord  Adam  Gordon,  fordo,  for  the  26th  do. 
To  Earl  CornwaHis,  for  do,  for  the  33d  do, 
-      To  Maj.  Gen.  Vaughtn,  for  do.  for  the  46di  do. 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Pomeroy,  fordo,  for  the  64th  do. 
May  4.  To  Ma).  Gen.  Grey,  for  do.  for  the  28th  do. 

To  Lord  fohn  Murray,  for  do.  for  the  42d  do. 
May  13.  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Trtpaud,  for  do.  for  the 

TOlhdo.  .        356    9    6 

June  17.  To  Loid  John  Murray,  fordo,  for  the  4ad 

<©•  —  —  —  213  10    6 

To  Lieut.  Oea.  Pneflon,  for  do.  for  the  »7th  le- 

giment  of  dragoons  ■  76    2    6 

To  Lieut  Gen.  Sandford,  for  do.  for  the  loth 

fCffhnent  of  foot  *-— *- 

To  Ueut.  Gen.  Ga^  for  do.  for  22d  do. 
To  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  for  do.  for  40th  do. 
To  Lieut  Geo.  Caie]jF,  for  do.  for  43d  daw 
To  Otn.  Abercromwe,  for  da  for  44th  do. 
To  Meffirs.  Cox  and  Mair,  for  do.  for  52d. 
l^o  Maj,  Gen.  Grant,  for  do.  for  sstb  do. 
To  Sir  John^Irwtnei  for  do.  for  sytb  do. 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant,  for  do.  for  i3d  do. 
June  29.  To  Sir  Ejrre  Coote,  for  do.  for  37th  do. 
To  the  Earl  or  Cavan,  for  do.  for  15th  do. 
ToM^.Gen.Mafley,  for  do.  for  27th  do. 
To  Mb).  Gen.  Pigott,  for  da  for  38th  do. 
To£an  Perqr,  fw  do.  for  cth  do. 
To  Lieut.  6e»,  Hairiinid,  for  do.  for  45th  do. 
Aug.  17.  TotbeEariof  Pembroke,  for  do.  for  ift 
dnfgoona  "  ■ 

To  Lieut.  Oen.  Carpenter,  for  do.  for  4th  do. 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Johnfton,  for  do.  for  6th  do. 
To<7en.  Mo%o^  fordo,  for  ift  do. 
7[o  Lord  Robcvt  Manners,  for  do.  for  3d  do. 
To  Sir  G.  Howard^-fof-do.  for  7th  do. 
To  Lieut.  Gctt.  SlMrard,  for  do.  for  69eh  regi- 
ment of  foot  —  — — 
Tp  Lieut.  Col.  M*  Donnell,  for  do.  for  76th  do, 
Aug,  31  •  To  Gen.  Hodgfon,  for  dp.  fgr  4th  do» 
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To  Lord  G.  Lenox^  for  do.  For  a5th  do» 
To  Sir  T.  S.  Wilfon^  for  do.  for  501  h  dOi 
To  Lord  M*  Leod,  for  do.  for  73CI  do. 
Sepu  19.  To  Maj.  Gen.  Jones,  for  Jo.  for  ad  do. 
To  John  Trotter,  Efq.  for  do.  for  the  militia  In 

South  Britain  ^ 

To  Lord  Town(hend»  for  ^o.  provided  for  id 

dragoon  guards  ^  *> 

To  the  Ear]  of  Panmure,  for  do.  provided  for 

id  dragoons    '  ■ 

To  Sir  John  Mordaunt^  for  do.  provided  for 

lOth  do*  ^     ' 

To  Sir  William  Boothby,  for  do.  provided  for 

6th  do.  mn 

To  Sir  John  Sebright,  for  do.  provided  for  tSth 

do.  ■ 

To  Gen.  Wemfton,  for  do.  provided  for  65th  do. 
OA,  20.  Tt>  Gen.  Elliott,  for  do.  provided  for  15th 

dragoons  ■■ 

To^Col.  Murray,  for  do.  provided  for  77th  foot 
To  Sir  William  Erfkine,  for  do.  provided  for 

80th  do.  — — 

To  Col.  'Mc.  Lean,  for  do.  provided  for  9ti  do. 
To  Col.  Scott,  for  do.  provided  for  83d  do 
Od.  i3»  To  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  for  do,  provided 

for  the  detachment  from  jd  foot  guards 

J779- 

Jan.  23*  To  John  Trotter,  Ifq.  for  tents  and  camp 

neceflariet  provided  for  the  forces  at  Gibral- 
tar ■  1678    8    o 
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Maich  18.  To  Licttt,  Col.  Earl  of  Seafordi,  John  ^ 

Campbell,  and  John  Mc.  Donnell,  for  baa 
horfes,  for  their  regiments  ordered  on  fervice  330    O    O 

To  Cols..  Sir  William  Erflcine,  George  Scott, 
Francis  Mc.  Lean,   William  Gordon,  John 
Mc.  Kenxie,  and  James  Murray,  for  do.  for 
'  their  itgiments  ordered  on  fervice  660    0    0 

1778. 

April  15.  To  Ae  Cds.  of  the  thrae  rcfttments  ol 
dragoon  ffuards,  and  dit  ift.  sd,  y,  41!^  6ch 
V«i.  XL  //  )4ll 
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7th,  lotb,  and   15^1  drsigpons,  fprbas  borfes, 
for  their  regiments  ordered  to  encamp'  800    a   o 

May  30.  To  the  Cola,  of  the  Wcftaiinftcr  and  Buck- 
ingham militi^i,  for  do.  for  their  regiments  IQO    o    o 
To*  the  Cols,  of  ten  regiments  of  foot,  for  do. 
for  .their  refptdtve  regiments  ordered  to  take 

the  field  *-  noo     o    o 

To  $if  Wiltiam  Bbothby  and  Gen.  Cunning- 
ham, for.do.forjhe.6th  and  14th  regiments  of 
foot,  ordered  to  take  the  jReld  ■  260    o    o 

June  8.  To  the  Cols,  of  fourteen  regiments  of  mili* 
tia,  for  do.  for  their  rcfpcdtve  regiments  or- 
dered to  take  the  field  — —  1360    o     o 

Jiune  ]7.,To  the  Cols,  of  twenty-three  regiments 
of  do*  for  do*^  for  .their  refpcAire  regiments 
ordered  to  take  the  field  — —  2050    o    o 

June  .20.  To  the  Dujx  of  Manchefter  for  do.  for 
the  Huntiogdonihire  militia,  ordered  to  take 
the  field  _■  70    o    o 

To  Major  Gpn.Trypn  for  do.  for  the  70th  re- 

giment  of  foot  order^  to  North  America  ijo    00 

To  the  Cols,  of  the  three  regi  men ts  of  foot  guards 
for  do.  for  their  rcfp«£iiv.eVesiments  670    o    0 

Aug.  17.  To  Col.  Pidon  for  do.  for  the  75th  regi- 
ment, ordered  to  take  the  field  -^ —  no    o    o 
To  Major  Gen.  Calcr^ft  for  do.  fpr  the  .79th 
regiment  of  foot                — — —  no    o    0 

Aug.  31.  To  the  Cols,  of  the  feveral  regiments  of 
cavalry,  infantry,'  and  mtticia,  encamped  in 
the  fummer,  1778,  for  an  additional  bas  horfe 
to  each  company  of  their  refpedive  regiments  5120  o  0 
"  To  the  Earl  of  Powys  for  bas  horfes  for  the 
Montgomeryihire  militia,  ordered  to  take  the 
field       "  ■  _  OO     O     0 

To  the  Cols,  of  the  three  regvments  of  foot 
guards,  for  an  additional  bas  horie  for  eacih 
company  of  .their  refpeSive  rcgimcms  640    o    0 


■»' 


.!3740 


o    0 


arth  18.  To  Lieut.    Colonels  Earl   of  Seaforth, 
John  Ca^npbell,  and  jQjyn  Mc^  JponAoQ,  ,fpr 


4frt 
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baggage  borfes  for  their  re^ments  erdeml  on 
'fervice  .    ■'  '  -663 "15    O 

To  Colonels  SirWiIIi)nn:£f  fkinc,  George  Scotl^ 
Francis  Me.  Leawt  'William  Gordon,  John 
Mc.  ICenzie,  and  James  Miirniy,  for  do.  for 
their  regiments  ordered  on  fervt^e  t^^  'lO    O 

April  15.  To  the  Cols,  of  the  thcee  rtgiments^f 
dragoon  guarib,  th^ift^  id,  3d,  4th,  6th,  7th, 
10th  and  15th  dragoons  for  do.  for  their  re«i 
giment9  ortocd  to  encamp  ^"  690    o    o 

May  30.  To  the  Cols,  of  the-W«ftiiiinfter  and  Buck* 
inghamfhire  militia,  for  baggage  horfes  for 
their  regiments  '  ■  *  ■"  295    o    O 

To  the  Cols,  of  ten  regiment  of  foot  fordo,  for 
their  refpe&ive  payments  ordered  to  take  the , 
field  _— p^  1*^87  lo    o 

To  Sir  William  Bootbby  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Cun* 
ntr^am,  fordo,  for  the  6(h  and  14th  regi« 
ments  of  foot,  ordered  to  take  the  field  4'l^  lO    o 

June  8.  To  the  Cols«  of  fourteen  regiments  of  mili- 
tia for  do.  for  their  refpedive-  regiments,  or- 
dered to  take  the  field  '^  ■■■*  •201710    o. 

June  17.  To  the  Cols,  of  twenty-three  fegisncnts  of 
do.  for  do.  for  their  refpt^tive  regimentsordered 
to  tak«  the  field  .— *^*-i-,  ^I'^g  j^    P 

July  28.  To  the  Duke  of  Maochefter  for  do.  for 
the  Huntingdonfliire  militia,  ordered  to  take 
the  field  — i-  xio    O    o 

To  Major  Gen,  Tryon  for  3o.  for  the  70th  of 

foot,  ordered  to  North  America'  ^7^  51     O 

To  the  Cols,  of  the  three  regimems  of  foot  guards 
for  do.  for  their  refpedive  regiments  956    5    o 

Aug*  17^  To   Col.  Pt&on  for  do.  for  the  75:h  re- 
giment of  foot,  ordered  to  take  the  field  235 :  o    o 
To  Major  Gen.  Calcuft  fordo,  for  the  79th 
regiment  of  foot                        ■■       ■*-  a2o    o    o 

Aug^3i,  To  the  Earl  of  Powis  for    do.  for  the 

Montgemeryihire  militia,  ordered  to  uke  the  • 

^Id  r r  93  *5    o 
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March  i8.   To  Lieut;  Colt.  Earl   Swfbnk,  Jtim 
Campbell,  and  John    Me.  Doooell  for  lOO 
daya  forage  money  for  tkeir   regtmentt    or- 
dered on^iervice  .     ;■,       .i  ,  74a  %o    0 
To  Cds   Sir  WiIUmb  ErfluM^  George  Scott, 
Fiaotb  Me«  Loaii^  WdKaniOoffdom  Johii  r 
Mc.  Kenfiejr,  and  Jamei  Marrav  for   lOQ 
ixfu  do,  for  their  regiment*  ordered  on  fervioe      x6oc    o    o 
May  30.  To  the  Cols,  of  the  Weftminfterand  Buck- 
inghamlhire  miKtia,  for  too  d^  do«  for  th«|r 
regimenu                               ■     *■                         ^%  10    o 
To  the  Coif,  of  teo  regiments'of  foot  for  100 
daya  do.  for  their  rcfj^Stve  regiment*  ordered 

to  take  the  field  ^ 

To  Sir  William  Bootbby. and  Lieut.  Gen.  Cun- 
ningham, for  \Qo  days  do.-  for  the  6th  and 
14th  regimcntt  of  foot,  ordered  to  fake  the 
neld  -i^— . 

Juni?  8.  To  the  Cols^  of  foufteen  regiments  of  mil!«« 
fia  for  100  days  do.  for  Jheir  refpedive  regi- 
ments, ordered  to  take  the  field  3fij    o    o 
Jane  17.  To  the  Cols,  of  twenty- three  regiments, 
of  do.  for  100  days  do.  for  their  refpefiive 
regiments,  ordered  to  take  the  field.                   .   465O    O    0 
July  ao.  To  the  Duke  of-  Mancheikr  for  lod  dayi 
do.  for  the  Hundngdonihire  militia,  ordered 
to  take  the  field                     .     -rrrr-     -  ^^7*0    0 
To  Major  Gen.  Tryon.for  100  days   forage         -  '    ' 
money  for  the  ypth  re^ment  of  foot,,  ord^y^d 
to  North  America              ,  ,— —                    •    J2i  ic    0 
To  the  Cols,  of  the  dme  tegitriems  of  foot 
guards  for  x  00  daya  do.  for  their  refpe&ive  rtr 

giments  .  jj^y  lo    o 

Aug*  17.  To  Col.  Piaag  for  iQO^ays  do.   for  the  - 

7Sth  regiment  of  foot  ordered  to  take  the  field     '    180  ^  o    0 
To  Major  Gen.  Gdcraft  for  100  days  do.  for 
the  79th  raiment  of  foot  «-«-•  !»    •   o 

Aug.  31.  To  the  Earl  of  Powys  for  100  days  do.  for 
the  Montgomeryihire  miKtta,  ordeied  to  take 
the-fiekt  "  117  10    0 

For  aoo  days  forajp  to  the  sen.  and  ftaff  offioen 
of  tht  hofpital  in  Great  Britain  «f6<    o    o 

^'  Dec. 
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Ckc.  as*  For  too  d«7«  wimtr  fixwe  for  ^  f^ 

mests  of  dn^ooo  gwrds  aad  dragoont  5095    o    o 

«779- 

Jan;  7*  ForiQodajtdo^lbrdMregpiiiMliof  iofiio* 

trj  —  -^  -i*  8^31  10    o 

For  MO dtytdo.  fiarilie  f^g^omittof  rn^da  7170.   o    p 

S3347  10    o 


177^ 

July  iS.  To  Maj.  Gen.  Orant,  for  lihe  continent 
difborfemefttt  of  the  <5th  regimeDt  of  m^ 
from  25di  June,  17769  to  24U1  Dec.  foUovr- 
ing  —  183    t   6 

Joly  90.  To  Lieut,  Geiu  Grant,  for  do.  of  tlie6sd 
regiment  of  foot,  from  a5tlil>ec.  1775,  to 
a^Jcineyi776  — —  114  17    a 

JaljF  31.  Do.  for  do.  from  ajth  June,  17769  to  a4di 

DecfoUowing  —  —  103  12    6 

Attg»  17.  Tothe  Duke  of  Argyll,  fordo;for  the  ad 
battalion  of  the  ift  regiment  of  foot,  from 
asth  Dec.  1775  to  24th  Dec.  1776  ,555  10    2 

Oft,  ao.  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Gage^  for  do.  for  aad  re* 
giment  of  foot^  from  25th  Dec.  1775,  to 
24th  June,  1776               — ^  —  42    o    o 

Do.  for  do.  from  25th  June,  1776,  to  24th  Dec. 
following  —  87    o    a 

DcfB.^  3»  To  Meflri.  Adair  and  Bullock,  for  the  con- 
tingent difburffmeoti  of  the  ift  regiment  of 
DcvonQlire  militia,  from  a6th  March,  1778, 
toa^ihJuoafoQowing  *-—  4&    >    4 


1x34.  9  10 


Dec*  3.  For  Ae  marches,  &c.  of  the  Northampton- 
fhitc  inilitia,  from  26thMarch,  1778,  to24tk 
Jwio  following  —  -«  104    6    6 

'For  do«.pf  the  Mdfordflure  do.  from  do.  to  do.        1 10  14    2 
For  doH>f  the  Cambridgeihire  do.  from  do.  to 

-,  *>•  —    "  —  59  «»    ^ 

For  do.  of  the.NonhomberUnd  do.  from  do.to 

do.  —  .  — .  .      .    69    8    o 

F«rdo»  of  the  fouth  battalion  of  Gloucefter* 

ibiiodo»fraaido»iodo.  ~  94    1    a 

Fon 
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For  do,  of  ihc  caft  Kent  cfo.  from  do.  to  do  .  57  *3  •  2 

Deer,  1 1 .  For  do.  of  the  Dorfctfhire  do.  from  do.  to 

do.  7-  — ^^         ^  H4    4.   6 

Dec.  II.  For  the  marches,  &c.  of  the  jEafly Riding' 
of Yorklhirc  Militia, from  26th^arch,  1778, 
/       to 24th June,^ following  '■'■  ■  '■  179    2*    6 

For  do.  for  the  Weftern  regiment  of  Middlefex 

do.  from  do.  to  do.  ' 

For  do.  of  the  'Anglefea,  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

J779- 

Jan.  7.    For  do.  of  the' Worceft^rfhircdo.  from  do. 

to  do.  ■  ■    ' 

For  do.  of  the  Chcfhirc  do.  from  do.  to  do. 
Fordo,  of  tbfc'BuckinghamfliiredD.  from  do. 

todo,         '  -t-i    '  •^- 


'>78- 

Mar.  20wTo  Robert  Adair,  Efq.  to  enable' hwn  to A- 

tisfy  fuch  bills  at'are  oi^  may  i^  draV^n  upon  •  • 

him  for  the  pay  of  divers  extra  forgrons  arid 

furgeons  mates  in  the  ceded  Ifla4)d9,^&c;  20ob     O     O 

June  8.  Do.  to  eflable  him  to\pay  the  inonthiy  tofpi-i  » 

til  allowance  to  the  forces  cncamged     '     *  •       jOOQ    o     o 
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Feb.  9.  To  Lieut.  Col.  Townfhehdj  oh  attotfnt,  for 

levy  -money  for  the '  recruiting  fervW  i  n  Lon-  *   • » 

don  —  —  '-'^*  -     L    i^oo©-  o     9 

JnTy  so.'Do.  on  account,  to  enable  him  to  pay  fuch 
biHs  as  are  or  may  be  drawn  on  him  for  the 
p^  <Jf  fundry  officers  employed  on  the  re- 
cruiting fcrviee  — '   '    •       — "'   "        i^ob  •  o     o 

Nov.  1 1.  Do.  for  do.  fer vice  ^-  '<zOO<i-   o 


4- 


o 


4060    0 

I    II  I.    T    1> 


4777.  '  .        ^ 

Hon  24*  To  Maj.  Gen.  Faucitt,  for  his  contingent  .    • 

cxpences '  as  deputy  adjutant  genetHl,  freoi 
tlthDec,  1775,  to  lOthDec.  1777,  both  in- 
cluded -;-        *       _  .  .     154.  .9     o 
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Jan.  22.  To  Jolui'TrotlcrrJEiq>  for-Jio^Ual  beddings 

&c.  for  t(ie  ufe  of  the  forces  in  Dover  caftle  105  15    6 

Jan.  30.  To  Lieut.  Col.  TowniheiKl,  fnperiDtendant 
of  the  recruiting  fqr? ic^^  £or  io  xnuch  expend- 
ed by  him  at  Chatham  and  Charles  Port,  to 

24th  Junc,..i777  :  '  434  la  II 

To- Lieut.  Gen.  Harvey,  for  his  Contingent  cx- 

pences  as  adjutant  general,  to  24]db  Dec.  1777        423  11     o 
To  Maj.  Gen.  Morrifon,  for  his  do.  as  quarter- 
matter  general  to  do.  295  10    o   ■ 

To  Col.  Wm.  Ray,  for  his  do.  as  deputy  quar- 
ter-matter  general,  to  do.  '  94  18    o 

Feb.  14.  To  £.  B.  De  la  Fontaine^  Eiq.  for  pro- 
viding divers  utenfils  for  the  ufe  of  the  infir- 
mary and  barracks  in  the  Savoy,  during  the 
year  1777  ■  92  14  lo 

Feb.  18.  To  Edward  Morce,  Efq.  for  the  rent  of  a 
Houfe,  as  chief  juftice  of  the  province  of  Se- 
negambia,  for  one  year,  ended  7th  of  Feb. 
1778  — —  — -^  .60    o    o 

Feb.  21-  ToMcffrs.  Powle  and  Cooke,  for  royal 
bounty  to  oQt«*penii oners  of  Chelfea  hoipital, 
ordered  on  duty  in  the  year  1775  *  3^59    O     * 

To  James  Hamilton,  Efq.  Lieut,  in  the  10th  rc- 

Jpment  of  foot,   being  his  Majcfty's  bounty, 
or  the  lofs  of  the  ufe'^of  his  arm  at  Bunker's 
Hillin  America,  the  17th  June,  1775  164    4    4 

*779- 

Mar.  2.  To  Col.  John  Burgoyne,  for  an  equipage 

as  commiffary  for  muttering  foreign  troops  500    o    o 

Mar.  13.  ToCapt;  John  Lloyd^  being  his  Majefty's  • 
bounty,  for  the  lofs"  of  the  ufe  of  bis  arm  by 
afliot  intbe  Jcrfcvs,  23dFeb.  1777  228  14    o 

Mar.  X  S(.  To  Jane  SpendhiTe,  as  of  his  Majefty's  roy- 
al bounty  '■  ■  100    o    o 

Mar.  20.  To  Lieut^  Col.  Townfhehd,  for  his  contin- 
ent expencct  as  fuperintendant  of  the  recruit- 
ing fervicc,  from  a5ih  June,  1777,  to  24th 

Dec.  follow^ing  .  ^  .  ■■"    " '  33^     5    c 

To  Capt  Richard  Bailey,  for  his' contingent  ex* 
j^Qces  as  afliftant'ta  the  quarter-matter  gene- 
ral in  Nprth  America,  from  iith  Mart  1777, 
toiothMarcb>  1778  — — •  312  14    6 

at  Mar. 
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Mir.  ^5.  To  Ws.  Ric^»  furvevor  of  the  marltt  for 
work  do0O  at  WkHehall,  the  Tile-yard,  St. 
Jamct't,  Kenfinglon,  Soflnerfec^houfe,  Hamp* 
ton-court,  &c.  betwcca  25th  Dee.  1775^  and 
asthD«c.i774  —  — ^       to6i    6  iif 

Mar*  a6.  To  Mcflfrs.  Rofs  and  Gray,  for  Xe^j^lao^ 

ney  for  50  drafts  to  the  6ift  regiment  or  foot  250    o    o 

The  Zarl  of  fglintoune,  for  do.  for  $0  do.  to  tlie 

jiftdo  •— -  — —  250    o    o 

Apr.  7.  To  John  Gore,  Efq.  for  neceflaries  furntlhed 
to  the  guards  in  the  Tower  of  London  for  fix 
months,  from  Michaelmas,  17779  to  Lady 
Day,  1778  — •  — —  616  13    a 

To  the  Duke  of  Gteuoefter,  for  providing  flop* 
cloathing  for  the  aogmeaudon  to  the  1  ft  regi- 
ment of  foot  guards  «*-*-  617    8    4 

Apr.  15.  To  Capt.  Ibbetfon  Hamer,  being  his  Maje^ 
'    fty's  bounty,  for  the  lofs  of  his  leg  upon  lath 

Sept.  1777,  near  Newark  in  New  Jerfey  95  13    4 

Apr.  24.  To  Capt.  M*  Pberfon,  being  do.  for  the  lofs 
of  the  ufe  of  his  arm  by  a  ihot  in  the  Jerfeys^ 
3d  Jan.  1777  — ^  —  969  12    o 

To  Capt.  John  Elliott,  of  the  Trident  man  of 
man,  for  taking  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  fuite 
from  Great*Brttain  to  America  «-«  150-^  6    o 

Apr.  29.  To  Cafyt.  Stair  Doqglafs,  of  the  Montreal 
man  of  war,  for  taking^  Lieut..  Geo.  HaUi- 
mand  from  Great-Britain  to  Quebec  150    o    o 

Apr.  30.  To  John  Trotter,  Eiq.  for  hofpital  bedding 

for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibralter  d  1 44    2    6 

May  1 1.  To  Robert  Adair,  Efq.  for  feveral  foms  of 
money  paid  by  him  on  account  of  the  feveral 
hoijpitals  and  for  his  contingent  eftpenoes, 
from  25th  June,  1776,  to  24th  Dec.  1777  ^^^     ^    ^ 

To  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  for  cloathing  the 
drummers  and  hautboys  of  the  ift  regiment 
of  foot  guards  for  two  years,  from  25di  of 
March,  1777,  to  25th  March,  1779  344    9    o 

May  12.1  o  I  ho.  Hariey,  Efq.  for  packing,  freight, 
infurance  and  charges  in  fending  invalid 
cloathioff  to  fundry  garriibns  —  357     6    6 

MAy28.  ToN&j.Geo^Kainsford,  for  his  expences 
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as  comrhiiTary  to  Holtaiidj  for  muftering  fo- 
reign troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain      —         324  XI     4 
Miy  30.  To  Capt,  George  Gaytbn,  of  die  Romu-s 
lous-mari  df  i^af^  for'takine  Lleilt.  Gen.  Boydj 
from  Great-3ritairi  to  Gibraltar  -^—  150    6    b 

June  5.  To  Rich.  Shadwellj  Eiq.  for  the  cxpcncei 
of  conveying  by  land  From  Bonn  to  Boiflcdue 
the  baggage  of  the  Ahfpkch  and  HanauJtrodps^ 

inthepay  of  Great-Britalh 358     3     $ 

June  8,  To  En^gn  Alex.  Salan^,  being  his  Majefty^s 
bounty  for  the  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  hi^  arm,  near 
Bennington  id  North  America,  the  1 6th  of 
Augoft  1777  --i—  '       iai    8  iO 

To  And.  Smith,  fe^.  fot  cxpetiCes  incurred  by 
him  with  the  attendance  and  trouble  he  was 
put  to  as  a&ing  as  depilty  judge  advbcate  in 
Jamaica,  between  the  years  J 7 72  and  1778  -  258  d  6 
Jane  2^.  To  WiL  Bcft,  Efq.  for  the  contingent  dif- 
burfements  of  3  battalions  of  Hanoverians  at 
Gibraltar,  from  25th  December  1776  to  24tli 
December  1777  and  battalions  of  do.  at  Mi- 
norca, from  25th  December  I775  to  a4th 
December  1777  »      — ^       .  ^j2     ^    ^ 

July  23*  To  Maji  Gen.Morrifon,  for  his  contingent 
difburftments  as  qus^rter-mafter  general,  frorti 
25th  December  1777  to  25th  June  1778  —  234  9  o 
July  24.  To  George  Gamier  j  Tlfq.  apothecary  gene-- 
ral  for  iHedicitles  and  materials  provided  for 
the  forces  ih  Englafldj  the  Weft-Indies,  Af- 
rica and  North  America,  in  the  years  1777 
and  1778  — — ^  86 18     3  lOj 

July  31.  To  Liiiut.  Gen;  Gage,  for  the  charges  of 
a  vexatious  fuit  cartied  oh  agiinft  him,  by 
Lieut.  FdwleK  -^ — ^  117  12    8 

Tp  the  colonels  of  the  rbgithehts  of  dragooii 
guards  and  drasooiis,  for  horfe  furniture  and 
accoutrements  for  their  rcfpcftivc  regiments  -^  7 1 27  '  H  9 
Auguft  31.  To  Ledh.  Morfe,  E(q.  f0r  his  expenccs 
jind  trouble  in  carrying  on  a  prdgrelBve  lift  of 
the  army  for  one  year  froiii  mid-lummer  1777 
tomid-fummer  1778  •*— -  226    O    O 

to  John  Trotter,  Ef<j.  for  hofpital  bedding, 
for  the  uic  of  his  MajeAy's  forces  encamped  m 
Great-Britain  ■  2765  xo    4 
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To  Henry  Scaly,  furgeon  to  the  9th  regiment  of 
foot,  for  loffcs  fuftaincd  by  being  uken  pri- 
foncr  by  the  rebels  in  North  America,  the  8th 

July  1777  — ; ^  ^  71  16   0 

^cpt.  19.  To  CoL  Wil.  Roy,  for  his  contingent  dlf- 
burfements  as  deputy  quarter-mafter-gcneral 
from  24th  Dec.   1777  to  24th  June  "177?     -     294  lO    j 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Murray,    for  contingent  ex- 
'  peaces  of  the  government  of  Minorca,  be- 
tween 24th  June  1775  and  25th  June  1777     -     1179     f  10 
To  the  colonels  of  the  regiments  of  dragoon 
.  guards  4hd  dragoons  J  for  norfe  furniture,  &c. 
"*  *    ''     *for  the  ^d  augipentation  to  their  refpeftive  re- 
giments    ^  2942     2    cr 

0£t.  9*  To  Vincent  Mathlas,  Efq. '  for  freight  and 

charges  in  two  confignments  of  cloathing,  &c« 

^     "     '  for  tnc  Brunfwi'ck  troops,  fervioe  in  America  —    119  10  If 

Oft.  17.  To  Mrs.  l^liz.  Agncw,  being  nis  Majefty*s 

royal  bounty  in  connderation  of  the  lofs  of  her 

hufband  ^ 510    5    0 

Oft.  30.  To  John  Gore,  Efq."  for  neceOaries  fur- 
nifhed  to  the  guards  ^oing  duty  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  for  6montlis  to  Nlichaclmas  1778  -    335  15  lO 
Do.  fordo,  furnifhed  to  do.  between  Michaelmas 

1777  and  Michaelmas  1778  8x   18    0 

^  Oft.  30.  ToXicut.  Col.Townlhend,  for  his  contin- 
gent driburfcments  as  fuperihtcndant  of  tlic 
"recruiting  fervice,  from  25th  December  1777 

to  24th  tune  1778  — 392  13    9 

Nov.  II.  'To  (J«pt.  kcddally  of  the  Grampus  *  fforc-^ 
^-  (hip,  for  bringing  Lieut.  Gen,  Burgoyne^  from 

America  to  Great-Britain  ^    ^  150    O    0 

.  To  the  colonels  of  the  21ft  regiment  of  milltia, 
»  for  knapfacks  and'haverfacks,  for  their  rcfpec- 

tivc  regiments.    •  •  32^1  19    8 

Npy.  JO.  To  Capt.  Stair  Douglas,  of  the  Montreal 

•  iAan  of  vyar,"  for  bringing  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

from  Quebec  to  Great-Britain  — —  150    O    0 

To  John  Trotter,  Efq.  for  hofpital  bedding,  for 

the  ufcof  thc'forccs  at  Wiridfor,  Plymouth  and 

Grenada  — ' —  216^  19    6 
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Dec,  3«  To  ^f cflrs.  Cqx  and  Mair,  forfo  much  ad- 
vanced by  them  for  a  proiccution  carried  ©n 
againft  Robert  Boyd  in  Ireland  — —  328    3    6 

Dec.  II.  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Keppcl,    for  contingent 
expences  of  the  army  encamped  at  Cox-heath, 
from  28th  May  1778  to  the  14th  November 
^following  '    ■  *      322  12     9 

Dec.  16.  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  to  replace  horfes 
belonging  to  the  i6th  regiment  of  dragoons 
loft  on  fcrvicc  in  1776  and  1777  —  1890    o    o 

Do.  to  replace  19  do.  belonging  to  the  officers  of 

do.  regiment  ■  285    o    o 

To  Maj,  Gen.  Fawcitt,  for  his  contingent  ex- 
pences as  deputy  adj.  gen.  from  loth  Dec, 
1777  to  December  1778  — ^-  467  12    o 

Dec.  21,  To  Pat.  Tonyn,  Efq.  gov.  of  Eaft-Flo- 
rida,^  for  keeping  up  a  Ichponer,  for  the  fer* 
vice  of  the  (aid  province,  for  one  year  to  s^gth 
Auguft  1779  417    5    O 

Jan.  7.  To  Capt.  And.  Snape  Hammond^  of  .the 
Roebuck  man  of  war,  for  bringing  Earl  Cprn- 
wallis  from,  America  to  Great-Britayi         —         150    o    o 

Jan.  14.  To  Col.  Wil.  Roy,  for  the  expences  of  the 
commiilariatq,  from  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, to  24th  December  1778  f'         1266  14    5 

Jan.  25.  To  John  Trotter,  Efq.  -for  hpipital  bedding 

ifor  the  forces  at  Dover-caftle.  — — .  163  15    3 

Total  £.    2,026,137    4    4J 

tVar^Offk$^  I2tb  March  1779.  — 

C.  j£XKlNSt>N. 


Mr.  Fox  rofe  in  his  plac^  and  began  his  fpeecb  with  ob-  Mr.  F«r. 
ferving,  that  poffibly  the  rcfolution  he  fhould  have  the  ho-, 
pour  9f  p;:op9fing  to  the  Houfe,  would,  by  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribbon,  be  called  a  ftrange  one;  for  fo  he  ob- 
fcrred  it  was  the  falhion  with  the  noble  Lord  to  term  every 
motipn  which  was  propofed  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
and  which  did  not  immediately  meet  the  wiflies  .of  the 
noble  Lord.  He  fliould  neverthelefs  proceed  to  open  his 
motion,  or  rather  his  two  motions^  to  the  Houfe ;  for  he 
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had  two  to  propofct  ^nd  which,  as  they  in  a  manner  dct 
pended  upon  each  other,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  propofe 
fnd  fpeak  .to  on  the  lame  day ;  at  the  fame  time  alTuring 
the  Houfe  that  he  meant  not  to  (rouble  them  with  any  othe^ 
motion  till  after  the  holidays,  when  he  fhould  offer  one 
more,  whicl>  would  generally  refer  tq  all  that  he  had  al- 
ready had  the  honour  of  moving  in  that  Houfe.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  had  made  feveral  proportions,  ftatine  that  our 
navy  wa*  not  adecjuate  to  the  neceffary  f^rvices,  troni  time 
to  time ;  vAich  had  been  negatived,  on  the  grounds  ftatcd 
by  the  King's  fervants,  that.wc  had  thirty-five  (hips  ready 
for  aftual  fervice  in  the  month  of  November  1777,  and.fe- 
ven  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  fo  as  to  be  ready  for  fea  in  a 
fortnight,  and  that  in  the  month  of  June  1778,  our  naval 
force  was  fuch  as  to  be  adequate  to  all  the  fervices  re- 
quired. He  had  m^de  a  potion  dirc£lly  the  reverfe,  but 
the  .opinion  gf  the  Houfe  Waa  ^gainft  him.  His  prefcnt 
motion  \jrould  be  engrafted  on  this  negative,  which  he  knew 
to  be  falfe,  viz.  "..That  pur  navy  in  the  mpntb  of  June  laft 
was  adequate  to  the  important  crifis.*'  This  beiiig  the  ground 
\  of  his  firft  motion,  and  of  his  fecond,  it  would  be  produdive 

of  this  dilemma :  that  our  force  having  been  adequate, 
and  not  properly  employed,  'adminiftration  were  defervmgof 
cenfure ;.  or,  if  inadequate,  that  then  it  riinft  follow  of  courfe, 
t]{;iat  the.  Houfe,  inputting  a  negative  on  his  motion,  had 
r^lplved  what  cpuld  not  be  fupported  eitlxer*  by  faft  or 
jreaion. 

His  fird  motion,  he  faid^  wSis,  that  the  not  fending  a 
reinforc.ement  to  LKord  Howe.at'New  York  Tooner  laft  year, 
was  a  grofs  piece  of  mifpondnft  and  ncgleft  in  his  Majefty*s 
fervants  :  his  fecond,  that  the  not  fending  a  fleet  to  the  Me- 
diterranean laft  year  was  a  piece  of  grofs  mifconduA,  &c. 
The  two  propofitions  were  fubftantially,  he  faid,  the  fame, 
though  direfted  to  two  different  objcas ;    becaufe,  if  Lord 
Howe  had  becii  reinforced,  or  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar 
watched,  in  either  event  the  efFeft  would  be  fimilar ;   that 
of  fecuring  to  Lord  Howe  the   full  advantage  of  the  force 
under  his   command^   or  giving  him  a  fuperiority   in   cafe 
the  Toulon  Iquadron  \yas  permitted   to   crofs    the  ocean. 
Here  then  the  alternative  was,  that  either  our  naval   force 
was  adequate  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  &c*  to 
thefc  ferVices,  or  it  was  qot ;    if  adequate,   the  not    rein- 
forcing of  Lord  Howe  was,  in  the  terms  of  his  motion,    a 
grofs  piece  pf  miffonduS  and  nesleft  ;  if  ina^eouate,  ^which 
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he  had  no  doubt  was  the  {kd,  the  cenfure  contained  In  IiU 

motion  was  equally  well  merited. 

Having  furrounded   minifters  with  this    dilemm^^from 
which  he  contended   it  was  impoffiblc  to  extricate  them, 
he  procrecded  to  explain    what  he  deemed  to  be  the  true 
point  at  iffue,  from  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  within 
doors,   and  from  what  he  had  heard  in  converfations  without 
doors  ;  that  fomc  independent  part  of  the  Houfe  voted  with 
adminiftration,  not  becaufc  they  believed  the  force  adequate, 
but  upon  motives  of  confcience  and  jufticc.    Said  they,  *'  wp 
have  brought  minifters  into  a  dirty  lane;  we  have  eftcou-r 
raged  them   to  profecute  the  American  war ;  let  us  bring 
themthro\agh,  and  not  bafely  defer t  them  in  the  moment  of 
4iftrcfs,  occasioned  by  meafures  of  which  we  have  been  the 
authors.*'     This  mode  of  reafoning,  he  faid,  was  apparently 
iniftaken,  and  the  motives  mifconceived ;    they  .  had    not 
brought  minifters.  into    the  American  war,   but  minifters 
had  led  them  into  it  by  mifrcprefentations  of  all  kinds,  by 
promifes  broken  as  often  as  they  were  made,  by  faifc  hopes, 
falfe  fears,  and  by  every  fpecies  of  political  delufion  what- 
ever.   He  then  made  a  particular  application  of  the  whole 
of  the  meafures  refpefting  the  American  war,  the^promifc 
of  a  revenue^  of  obtaining  unconditional  fubmifiion,  and, 
finally,  with  giving  up  every  objcft  contended  for  at  the 
Outfct,  and  promifed  in  the  future  progrefs  of  the  bufinefi^ 
He  charged  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  with  an  aft 
of  public  perfidy,    with  a  breach  of  a  folemn  Ipecific  pro- 
mifc.    He  remmded  the  Houfe,  that  in  February    1775, 
his  Lordfhip  moved  his  conciliatory  propoiition,  and  pledged 
his  honour  to  the  Houfe  and  nation,    that  he  would  never 
agree  to  any  meafure  which  would  go  to  erilarge  the  of- 
fers therein  made ;  y^t,  at  the  end  *  of  three  years,  after 
facrificing  thirty  milljo|is  of  money,  and  thirty  thoufand 
lives,  bis  Lordfnip,  in  the  fame  aifembly,  not  only  iblemti- 
ly  renounced  all  plaim  to  fuperiority,   revenue,  and  internal 
iegiilation,  but  confented,  by  the  mouth  of  his  coinmiffioners^ 
to  the  giving  up  the  monopoly  of  the  American  trade,  the 
appointment  of  goven^ors,  and  all  fubordinate  officers,  and 
the  royal  prerogative  of  keeping  iip  or  fending  an  army  in 
any  part  of  the  empire  his  Majefty  might  think  proper. 

From  this  ftate  of  faSshe  drew  this  cohcluiipn;  thatmi^P 
pifiers  led  the  Parliament  into  the  war,  and  Had  broke  the 
promifes  which  induced  Parliament  to  adopt  the  meafure; 

4^t  the  motion,  asftatedby  him,  involved  a  dilemma  which 

ificoq-* 
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inoontrovtrtibly.  proved  the  cbafgeof  mifconduft  and  ne* 
0le£l,  and  of  courfe,  that  thofe  gentlemfin  who  voted  upon 
independent  principles  were  neither  bound  b^  previous  en- 
gagementSy  fubfe^uent  meafures,  nor  any  obli^tion  of  ho- 
nour, to  vote  againft  their  confcience  and  conviAion. 

He' then  animadverted  on  the  condud:  of  the  noble  Lord, 
vlxofe  arrofipince,  he  faid,  was  unpardonable.  His  unrcferved 
contempt  orthe  whole  body  of  the  people  of  England,  without 
doors,  was  no  lefs  indecent  than  ungenerous.  To  treat  his  beft 
benefkftors  in  fo  haughty  a  ftile  as  to  lump  them  ii(dif« 
icrinrinatcly  under  the  appellations  of  populace,  and  coflfec-r 
houfe  readcrsfSccLordNortli's  fpccch,  this  day,  page  1 79]  was 
a.  language  that  did  not  become  any  member  of  that  Houie, 
much  lelf  a  minifter,  who,  to  be  able  to  ferve  his  country, 
'  ihould  always,  endeavour  to  be  popular,  and  fecure  the  good 
opinion  of. the  people  in  his  favour;    much  lefs,  a.  mini* 
iter  who  had  led  them  by  the  arts  of  fpecious  delufions  into 
thofe  dirty  ways,  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  wade 
ttirou^,  without  the  utrooft  danger  from  fbrroundinfl;  perils. 
He  prefumed,  the  noble  Lord  included  every  pertoa  who 
ilifiered  with  him  under  the  contemptuous  defcription  of  po- 
pulace and  coffee-lioufe  readers;  but  he  begged   leave  to 
remind  his  Lordfhip,  that  his  former  motion  was  fupport- 
cd  by  174  independent  members,  while  thofe  who.  voted  w.itfx 
)iim.  were  either  perfoos  who,  from  their  fituations,  were  in 
a  great  meafure  obliged  to  fupport  him,  or  were  compo&d 
of  tho(h  gentlemen    who    erroneoufly   imagined  that  they 
were  bound   in  hgoour  to  get  him  through  a  dirty  lane^ 
into  which  his  Lordihip  (not  they)  had  led  the  way. 

Speaking  of  the  prefent  miniflers  in  general,  h^^'feid, 
that  th^y  were  fo  loft  tio  every  fenfe  of  Ibawc,  that  they% 
irxerted  their  influence  in  that  Houfe  in  9  manner  equally 
difgraceful  to  themfelves,  and  to  thofe  who  fupported  them. 
Their  arguments  in  controverlion  of  bis  late  motions,  mo- 
lions  which  were  founded  on  i^difpmable  fa£ls,  and  fads 
which,  were  admitted  every  where  but  within  th^pfe  walls, 
reminded  him  of  what  he  had  once  read  in  a  book  written 
by  a  man  of  acknowleded  abilities^  chough  his  principles 
were  not  much  admired.  The  writer  he  alluded  to  was 
Mr.  Hobbesj  who  in  one  of  his  prefaces  fpesdl^ing  of  the 
powerful  operation  of  felf-intereft  in  ail  matters  of  cod- 
troverfy,  faid  that  there  were  men  who  for  the  fake  of  ar- 
guoKnt,  when  upon  that  argument;  depended  their  cmolu- 
inent,  would  ftrenuouily  contend  that  three  angles  of  a  trian- 
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glc  were  .not  equal  jto  md   ri^t  andes^  aod  that  foooer        ^^ 

■thai4'^g?vc?'*philfcif  ihtdcft  d(^  w6©W  give^wp- AcTir  i%a- 
ibil,  *iia  hfld^'iituWWnt^*  A'rftiy  repugnant  ^  f^ety  >rtn- 
dple  *or'fcafcfe  or  comnicMi  fenft.  .(jVide  Hdbbes's  lie* 
tiathiSi, 'chajfi  iv.  oF'lj^^,  and  chkp.'  t.^6f  Yeafon'ftnd 
fti^iribe.y ,  Jic^ppfica\h!riiu6tatioil.to  the  conddft  ^effbx-^ 
ftiften  antf;thcn''ad6crtn*."  .^^  •"  »  •»  »«  -  »i;- 
"Hc'cfelcfirta,  "a^t  Ws.  morion  warranted  a  great  Aal 
nidVedf  it^lment  thab  he  bad  ufSd^  but  as  he  hitd  tafcen 
up  tbetimfe  bfae  Hotfft/prffhipfttoditiuch^pf  hOfcy  Mi^aa  ' 
In  the  IdJfeuffidrf  of  thr  *  ft  vcral  Aotloni  he  hid  the  honotir  to 
offer' ^thm  the  coiirfc  bf  thclaft  four  weel8,^h^  fiibftafacc 
6f  Kfi'  prefcnt  motion,  abd  of  e^ry  thhig  v^hkb  tiefenred 
to  it,  fctfJbcett  infttodaced  ihto  debate^  he  wonld  nd  lot^er 

'trefbafir'on  the  patience  of  genttemen  or  mi^«fpend  the  tmkt 

•  of  the  jHbufe.    He  thercfort  fe^^d  hii  motion'. '  •     -^ 

*"  *Thk¥  the'Abt'  fending  any  rdpforcement  to  Lord  Howe 
before *nht  month  of  June  laft,  was  an  inft|mce  ofnegieft 
and  mifconduft  in  his  Majefty's  fcrvants.*' 

HrtQtJJe^  motion  ^hich  he  alfo  read,  was  *'  That  the 
not  fehdftig  dl'^e^t  to  the  Mediterranean,  was  an  ihft«nce 
6f  niifirondiuft  andncgleft  in  the  King's  fenrants,  ei|>edtil]r 
cGnMcfitig  the  early  iAtcUigence  they  had  of  the  eqtiipmfent 
6f  the  Y/oulfen  fleet." 

iJAd'AAlgiravi  confined  himfelf  to  prove,  that  the  navy  In^^^M^^ 
November,  1777,  w^  equal  to  what  had  been  ftated  by  a  ho-*^*^  . 

'  bleLiSfd  in  the  other  |ioufe  ^Sandwich]  that  w^  h^  at  tjiac 
time  tbiirty-five  ftiips  aftualljr  rcady'for  fea,  krtd  Ifereh  taort 

'  which  tiro6ld  be  ready,  hot  itx  a  fbrhilght,''btrt'  in  a  few 
days;  and  that  in  march  we  had  fit  more,  in  all  forty-eight. 
He  r&d  a^ift  bf  the  (hips,  fornddf  which  hie  laid.  wCrp  af^ 
tcrV^^afds  tiilder  confiderable  repair.    Hw^Lbrdlhip  added,  tihat 
iWo'lBiipi  were  ftnt  to  reinforce  Lord  HPWt.wfOftt  Admi- 
ral Byron  failed.  ....     ....... 

Lord  Nc^h  began  with  faying,  the  honourable  gentleman  Ur4MrfA. 
bad  faid,  that  he  flioutd  deem  his  motibn'ii  ftrangeone; 
the  hoDodrable  gentleman  certainly  ktitfw  whit" epithet  beft  - 

'  applied  Yo  his  motion,  and'he  was  free  tc  fay,  that  having 
heard  it,  he '  Was  of  the  honourable  gentlemanV  opinion  ; 
h  was  a  fti-arfgc  motion,  but  the  mode  df  fupporting'it'waa 
ftill'  more  ftrang6;'iheh6nourablc  gcntleilian  rtftipg  it  al- 
together oft  ftasi'^Which  bc'declared,  he  ilbt^'only  did 
not  believe,  but  which  he  knew  to  be  falfe,  lie  fiiys  he 
^pesnot  believe  oQr'^fleetw^'^iiaftgtiic  ftvcral  fervices^ 
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and  yet  he  defires  the  Hode  to  ptfs  a  vote  of  ceafiiri  on 
Ae  King's  iervants,  for  n^iefting  to  employ  a  foice,  wlucH 
he  alleitt  l^imfelf,  was  not  in  exiftcnce.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  we  had  half  the  (hips  which  appeared  upon  pa- 
per ;  yet  he  now  wanted  to  pais  a  cenfure  for  abandoning 
the  home  defence.  Theie  were  ideas  very  different  from 
ihofe  of  an  honourable  admiral,  whom  he  cBd  now  not  iee  in 
his  place  [Admiral^  KeppcL]  Thatgentleman,  a  few  nidits 
fince,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent 
to  detach  in  the  then  iituation  of  afiairs;  befides,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  to  carry  both  motions,  they 
fubftantiaUy  contradifted  each  other;  for  if  Admiral  Byron 
had  been  fent  to  Gibraltar  or  America,  both  meafures  could 
not  be  neceilary :  if  D'EfUins;  had  been  kept  within  tfap  Me- 
diterranean, Lord  Howe  woukl  not  have  wanted  a  rrioforce- 
ment ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  a  reinforcement  had  been  fent 
to  America,  there  would  have  been  no  occafion  for  a  fi]ua- 
dron  in  the  Mediterraneafi. 

His  Lordihip  atuckcd  Mr.  Fox  upon  his  pedbaal  allu- 
fiona.  He  charged  the  honourable  gentleman  with  faUehood 
md  mifrepreienution*  He  denied  that  be  had  ever  pledged 
his  honour,  that  he  would  never  go  farther  in  his  oonceffions 
than  the  terms  of  the  conciliatory  motion  of  1775;  and 
though  he  had,  he  contended  that  he,  as  well  as  every 
other  perfon,  was  fairly  at  lili^erty  to  alter  his  opinion  upon 
m  change  of  circumftances.  The  condu£l  of  France  had 
broK^t  about  that  change ;  and  he  was  fully  juftified  in 
accommodating  his  conduA  to  the  exifting  drcomftances 
#ndexis|cncies  of  public  affairs.  ,^ 

HisXordfliip  obferved,  that  the  honourable  geotlenian 
ctme  into  the,  Houfe  totally  unprepared ;  and  if  he  had  not 
fortunately  caught  an  expreffion  of  bis,  which  had  inad* 
vertently  fallen  in  the  heat  of  debate,  relative  to  the  popn* 
laoe  and .  coflRBe-bode  readers,  he  mnR.  have  trufied  the  rate 
of  his  motion  to  chance.  His  fpeech  called  to  his  reooDeftion 
t^ie  chartshe  had  ieen  of  defart  and  uninhabited  coontries, 
where  the  geoflprapher  is  obliged  to  fill  up  the  void  ipsices 
with  the  reprdentations  of  elephants  and  other  wild  bmk; 
and  his  now  giving  notice  that  he  would,  after  the  hotidays, 
coofdidate  all  his  motions  into  one,  brought  itronG^^  w 
iaid,  to  his  memorjr,  two  lines  of  Mr.  Pope ; 
i*  Deftroy  his  fib  or  fophiftry  in  vam, 
^«  The  freMfe's  a;  l|is  difty  work  agaiiu'* 
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His  Lordlhip  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  this  couplet  in 
theoffenfive  fcixte  of  the  words  .to  the  honourable  geatleman  ; 
by  fib  he  meant  miftalen  or  falfe  faAs ;  in  (hort,  he  cited 
the  poet  only  to  (hew  the  honourable  gentleman's  induftry 
aod  ingenuity  in  faihioning  the  fahie  thing  into  fo  many. 
foriDs. 

In  anfwer  to  the  quotation  from  Hobbes,  his  Lordlhip  faid,^ 
that  there  were  perfons  who  would,  under  fuch  an  influence^ 
as  that  fuppofed,  contend  that  a  triangle  might  be  fo  formed 
as  to  contain  two  right  angles. 

Mr.  Fyner  faid,  he  fupported  miniftrv,becaufe  he  hoped  they.  Uu  rjwif. 
would  jHirfue  the  war  with  vigour  ana  great  exertion.  That 
ia  the  courfe  of  laft  fummer  he  was  particularly  pleafed  with 
aaexpreffion  which  he  had  met  with  in  a  newfpaper,  wherein 
k  wasftated)  that  the  French  complained  of  the  ravages  which 
the  Englilh  privateers  made  in  their  trade,  and  termed  thofe 
eaterprising  veffels.  Us  hups  ii  mer.  The  idea  exadly  met 
his  wiihes^  as  to  the  maritime  diarafiter  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  he  hoped  wc  ihould  continue  todeferve  it  from  all  the 
worlds  as  well  as  France.  He  (aid,  great  inconvenience  muft  , 
attend  a  change  of  miniftry,  at  this  crifis,  when  large  fleets 
weie  goiiy  out,  and  important  expeditions  begun ;  for  if 
new  ffiiiti&rs  came^.new  meafures  n^ouM  be  adopted,  which 
he  thought  would  be  highly  improper  in  our  preient  circura'- 
fiancfs,  when  all  that, was  wantii^to  enfure  fuccefs,  was 
aertion,  fpirit^  and  alacrity  of  execution*  He  faid,  he  faw 
clearly,  that  the  honourable  gentleosan  who  made  the  mo* 
tioo,  was  the  minifter  on  tluit  fide  the  Houfe,  and  there* 
foie  he  would  tell  him  fairly  upon  what  condition  he  ihould 
have  his  fupport,  whenever  he  came  into  office;  The  con* 
dition  was,  that  he  would  tetrad:  two  thirds  of  allhe  had  ever 
iaid  finoe  he  had  hctn  in  oppofition,  and  difiivow  eveiy  one 
of  his  pitfent  political  principlft* 

Mr.  BsK'ki  took  the  (lonourable  gentteman  at  his  word,  and  Mr.  MwH»k 
faid  he  did  not  at  all  wonder  at  his  warmly  fupportin^  the 
prefent  miniftry,  whofe  condud  ib  diredly  met  his  political 
opinions,  for  thai  it  was  the  great  charaderiftio  of  the  noble 
I^d  in  the  blue  ribbon,  wd  his  adheients,  to  eat  theic 
words,  and  to  renounce  their  principles.  Having  made  the 
Aoft  of  this  turiw  Mr,  Burke  went  into  an  argument  of  re« 
fiitation  nf  all  mt  had  fallen  from  Lord  North  and  Lofd 
Mttlgrave  i  he  murticularly  attacked  the  former  noble  Lord'a 
quotation,  and  laid,  that  it  rather  applied  to  the  conduft 
of  ainillry,  tkfn  to  the  condu^  of  bis  honourable  friend 
who  made  the  motion  s  that  it  ieemed  to  be  the  farourito 
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p)tn  of  adminiilratlon',  to  remove  towhs^  in  Order  to  phcecle- 
I^Klntk  in  (heir  room ;  that  thirv  had  burnt  Norfolk,  kidlmnc 
Old  Falmouth^^'  had  burnt  Elopus,  and  meint  fo  h«tb  Mo-nt 
Charles- town,  merely  to  make  room  for  the  ftables  in  nHixch 
the  tib\S\t  Lord's  elephants  were  to  be  placed.'  Thatihc  no- 
ble ford's  reply^  in  anfwer  to  his  honourable  frietid's  quota- 
tion, (efpedh^  the  ec^uaKty  of  three  angles  of  a  tritngfe  to 
two  r1^\iLangtes,  was  a  mere  tu  quoque^  the'  moift  pitifttl  replj 
that  could  bfc  adverted  to  in  controverfy. 

Heathen  .confirmed,  by  a  variety  of  references  tofiids,  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  not  only  brokehis  word  to  that  Houfe-in 
eyer^  ftnSt  promife  he  gave,  hut  likewif*  to  the  only  dntfful 
l^ro^irite  m  Amerrca,  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  clofed  in 
Vflth  the  'offer-  made  in  the  conciliatory  projiofition  of  1775. 
Th^jy  had  in  their  legiftattvc  capacity  accepted  of  the  retoiu- 
tten  J  they  had  petitioned  Parliament.  Parliament  had  taken 
their  i^e  intoconfideration,  and  proceeded  fo  faints  to  come 
to  refolutibns  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  in  a  bill.  A  bill 
was  aftua^ly  ordered  to  b^  brau^tin;  ^uTWas  afterii^rds 
jhevel"  heard  of.  Thus,  whether  Parliament,  or  the  people  of 
Nova  ScdCiii  were  coneemed,  the  noble  Lord  in  theVhie  rib- 
bon; 7n  ^cf  language  of  his  honourable  frtend^htd  m{led  with 
perfidy  and  deceit.  Hovr'then  was  it  pofl^b)<  for  Amcrita  to 
truft  to  the  afllbrances  of  Tuch  a  man,  oran>^l|n*(in]f?<eiOren- 
-  gagecfipnts  made  by  an  ateirrbly,  whof^  deliberatfof^  hs  was 
'Srefumed  to  fwav  and  d\t^  f  To  the  Patfi«h«>t  of  ijreat 
Britain  he  hacfplcdg^  himfeffupon  his honout^ never togrant 
l^road^r  concemons  than  thofer  contaihed  ii)  hia.cortcHiatory 
propofitt6ir. '  To  the  council *and  reorefentativerof  ^ttie  pro- 
vinc6,  <Jf  •  Nova  Scptia  he  helj^  out  tqe-Tattie  J>ra)^&iioti,  a$ 
the  bafis  oF  all.  future  pblltica!  cfonnedidn  oetweeiisfe  ^ro* 
Vi0te>and'the  parentilktr;  On  theWboIe,  )^ts  Ldi^cMiip  had 
forfeited  his  word  with  the  Britifli  IVIhiflneht*  if^.%a4  pf- 
feced  to  the  Thtrteenr  iJVtited  States  whatthfey  lefaftd  to  ac-: 
«(tpt  of;  aod'had  reftiftA  tp  grant  to  ^loydprdrafceof 
Not^a  Stotia  what  he  bnertiy  and  they  were wilKiifHiid  im- 

mtfdtatrfy  ready  to  accept  of.    >  /  :'    **^;  •**:*" 

Helaugh«d-at  the  honouriMe  gjentlebfftV  fMr/Vfoer] 
mention  df  the  exertronr  anid  vigour  of;  mtniftiry-^irt^m 
Lord  Norths  perfonal  charader  of  indolenc^^  WftfCb^  he  &i£ 
Was^  be  taken  as  the.  Urometer  of  qiiAiftmaf '  exeraoo[an^ 
ftfinifferfal  vigour.    He  declared, ^tha^  for  fi^  flem 
|he  places  of  the  prereDt.nthaH(^,'he  btewiioMife 
^n hii  frde  of  the Hbufc.wtajr^adWtm fo-ijfeawi 
nary  a  principle*;  that»  in  hStp  adiainflMUte-"' 
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tionr^ed- their ^chargcs'mereW  pn^iiWjJfbvaJ'afleftidii'j  ^liit? 

Bioi«1i  «nd  wcir-alcfehkw^  faSiry  tlfiticHir'fiicccfsV  ffhctf  iW 
cbiimiencein«sit«or  hoftilWes  with' Ffahc?e,  was  an  airiplc  jW^^ 
ftification  of  their  cbndti^ ;  that  thfe  trafde  of  Fr:^ricc  wai'  a!^ 
noh'BoSnedj  by  ourrepHted  capturesof^elr  mtrQhWi^^ 
ttiHttke  capture  of  StV  Lticie  Was  aW"  uKdcnialile.pnibf  oFtfe^ 
aft?#it]rof  miniftry,  and  the  fecrecy'df  tTMiTr  ©[Jeratfonit ;  tK^t 
he  was 'laft  year  one  of  thofc  who 'i>W  di^ered  rfrea^V/ froiR* 
mim^T^  in  Qpimon/  rcfpcSTng  the-'^irieafiire  of  Icriiifig  oflSf 
eommiffiojfiefs  to  America  j  that  he  th^  jRbug^lt  it'cxce^I?' 
ifigt^  wrong:  to  make  any  fuhhcr  conceffl6n  ^  he  wa^  Aowl! 
however^  ready  to  ackhowle^gfe,  thai  tlie  miniftrr  a&MTilo!? 
iki^y'tn  tMt  r^fpea  ;  the  meafafc  warf'hr^Hy  ncccliarj'/ a»^ 
tfa^€vent  of  it  Ihewed,'  that  it  wais  VigKty  cxpedf<jpc  ^A  u^i^ 
ftil.  That  fin^e  occurrence  had  reconciled  ■'^^^fj^^fS^ 
Q^/fSdnsj  afid^  united  moft  men  in  one  fentimi^nt.r^fpe^iti^ 
Amcftcaj  the  argument  that  they  wcrc^ffghtin^f  for  frectftjiS} 
^fitould  no  lohgter  hold  ;  it  was  now  evident,  that  thi?re  was  i 
fettled difguiS:  a^at nift  this  country  in  America ;  'tKat  tfie  Aitie-' 
ricatii  wiffied  to,-fep9rate  from  any  conne£Efon'wich  usr^.iniSf 
wotifcl^go  any  Jengths  tq  eflfe^  fuch  a  feparation.  ,whidif 
FraWte-  made  her  treafjf  known  by  «tli'cs^  ref^pript  detivered  t^ 
Lof^^eynioutbfcy  the  Marquis  dc  NoaiUes,  he  waa'(5tir-' 
fefl^^cdnvmceil  Frapcedld  not  imagine' we  ffiould  cppimencS 
KdpRtk^  a'^ioi^  ber,  but  had  been  iffddced  to  befieye  ih^ 
thfr'cBuntry  was  tired  of  the  ^mefic^h  war,  and  yvoylii  b^ 
gladjDf  tn^wetfehce  for  abandonmgf  it,\and  ackhowlcd|^h^N 
tihei'htofeiWcncy  of  thofc  colonies  who  called  them'felves  thg 
WnJted^gjeates^  France  had  fecn  th^  diffetcn'ee,  arfd  "hi  d?| 
aatartbt'ft^  was  heartily  fick  of  Kef  tr^ity  ;-if  ftc  Wfe'rth3t 
ii^^^of^  66iiiiiu2^ncc  of  opcrationi  a¥^ih^  her  itvi  ipim 
ISheHaiJ  MfotM  mak^  b'pth  tlft^  o<ie  aM'the  mbei-  wife  for] 
dHfcfeW^flft^^^  Afflc^i^aStortfent  o^^iiSi 
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ia  ditt  aife  be  forupkd  HOC  to  dodare,  that  thejr  defervcd  the 
htpan  of  ovciy  good  fiibjcA,  With  icgaid  to  tbe  prcfeac. 
iDOCioo9  it  would  bo  right,  before  anjr  raitleann  gave  bis 
vote  either  for  or  a^^ft  it»  to  lecolIeA  the  prceife  dates  of' 
the  varioua  tranfiiAioDS  to  which  it  referred^  a  circumftance 
diat  had  not  been  adverted  to  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate. 
He  then  pointed  out  the  days  of  the  month,  and  the  months  in 
which  Monf.  D'Eflaing  failed)  in  which  the  orders  were  fenc 
out  to  Philadelphia ;  in  which  Lord  Howe  failed  from  Sandy 
Hook  in  purfttit  of  Monf.  D'Eftaing,  and  in  which  Admiral 
Byron  was  difpatched  to  follow  Cmint  D*£ftatng,  inferring 
from  the  whole,  that  the  prefent  minifters  had  ailed  with  a 
proper  d^ree  of  caution,  adivitjrt  and  vigour. 
%i*Bm$.  Lord  Aw0  rofe  neiEt,  and  faid,  that  notwitbftandmg  the 
deUcacv  of  his  fituation  refpe^tinr  the  prefent  queftionV  and 
the  embarraflinent  which  he  m.uft  necefiarily  feel  in  fpeakina 
to  a  matter  which  fo  nearly  concerned  himfelf,  that  be  could 
not  fu  £lent  after  what  had  fallen  from  the  learned  and  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpokelaft,  and  the  noble  Lord  who 
had  a  feat  at  the  admiralty-board.  The  noble  Lord  had  Cud, 
that  two  ibips  had  bem  fcot  out  to  him,  previous  to  the  i(aiU 
m^  of  Admiral  Byron  to  America,  It  was  very  true,  two 
ibips  were  fent  out,  but  not  as  a  reinforcement ;  00  the  con* 

n,  the  (hips  were  fent  out  with  exprefs  orders  to  him  to 
.  them  back  ;  the  one  of  (hem  brought  the  commiiio- 
ners,  and  the  orders  refpefting  that  {hip  were,  if  the  commiC- 
iloners  found  it  neceflary  to  fuy  but  a  fhort  time  in  America, 
'  they  were  to  come  back  in  the  (hip  that  brought  them  i  if 
they  thought  it  proper  for  them  to  continue  in  the  country, 
another  (hip  was  to  be  fent  home  immediately,  of  the  fiune 
fize  and  number  of  guns  $  and  the  fame  diredions  were  gtven 
re(ipeding  the  other  Ihipi  fo  that  his  fleet  was  not  in  the  leaft 
reinforced  by  the  two  (hips  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord* 
When  Philadelphia  was  evacuted,  and  he  vras  failing  down 
the  Delaware,  he  was  met  by  a  packet  from  Eogland,  wluch 
brought  him  advice  of  the  deftlnatton  of  the  £etof  Moof. 
D'Eftaing,  and  fre(h  inftru&ions  ;  the  packet  alfo  tdd  Um, 
that  (he  had  within  a  fortnight  been  cbaced  for  two  dayt  by 
the  French  fleet,  (b  that  they  could  not  hie  far  off.  S^ndy* 
iioc^  I  at  that  time  he  was  preparing  to  comply  w^  fine 
orders  he  had  lately  received,  to  difpatch  all  hi»  fleet  but  duct 
Ibips  on  an  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies.  He  waa  left  cs*. 
tircly  in  doubt,  between  his  old  and  his  new  inft^n&tona»  the 
btter  not  corroding  or  contradtding  the  fimieri  the.  ctr* 
cumftances  of  aifainit  however,  indu^  him  10  confider  t|a 
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iituation  of  the  suroiy,  and  to  coiled  all  the  maritiflie  force  m 
tbofe  feaSf  to  prepare  both  for  hit  defence  and  for  an  attack 
on  Monfieur  D'Eftaing,  in  cafe  fuch  a  natter  appeared  either 
from  the  fituation  of  the  French  fleer,  or  from  ctrcumflancesy 
advifeable.  He  faid,  that  had  the  French  fleet  got  to  Sandy- 
Hook,  all  the  naval  force  that  England  cduld  fend  out,  could 
not  have  faved  the  army^  who  mufl  have  been  f^arved,  as  the 
vifiuallecf  could  not  m  that  cafe  have  reached  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  the  fupplies  would  havejbeen  effefihuuly  cut 
off.  He  mentioned  the  arrival  of  one  of  Admiral  Byron'a 
fleet,  which  broueht  him  informiition,  'that  the  fleet  was 
defiined  to  New  x  ork,  although  hia  lafl  inflrufttons  nve . 
him  to  underftand  that  Admiral  Byronfa- fleet  were  to  rendes* 
vous  at  Halifax.  His  Lordihip  complained  greatly  of  the 
treatment  which  he  had  experienced  at  the  bands  of  the  firfl: 
lord  of  die  admiralty,  and  of  the  attacks  on  his  chara^r 
which  had  been  made  in  the  pewfpapers,  and  which  he  bad  no  - 
doubt  were  encouraged  by  thofe  in  power.  He  faid,  he  was 
aware  that  newfpaper  writers  were  generally  held  in  contempt; 
but  he  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  an  officer's  fame  wasea- 
fily  fullied,  and  that  it  was  a  principle  in. mathematics,  that 
the  fmalleft  individual  atom  of  matter  might  afled  the  mo-  . 
tion  of  a  large  and  powerful  body*  He  conceived,  where  of- 
ficers, even  if  they  had  erred,  had  only  erred  in  judgment 
refpedine  trifles,  and  had  not  been  euilty  of  any  fault  eflen.' 
tially  mi^bievous  or  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
&ixc^  it  was  the  duty  of  miniflers  to  fupport  them,  and  bear 
them  through  againft  every  attack.  ,He  concluded  with  af« 
ferting,  that  a  reinforcement  of  five  or  feven  (hips,  ought  at 
any  rate  ^o  have  been  fent  him  as  foon  as  the  equipment  of 
the  Toulon  fleet  was  known  ;  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
providential  circumftance  of  Count  D'Eflatng's  fquadron 
being  injured  by  a  (torm,  and  the  lafe  arrival  <?  the  pacjoet 
which  brought  him  the  news  of  the  defliriation  of  die  Toulon 
fleet,  and  enabled  him  to  make  fome  fort  of  preparation,  both 
the  fleet  and.  army  mufl  have  fallen  facrifices  ;  for  thefe  rea« 
Tons  his  Lordfhip  faid  he  fhould  vote  for  the  motion. 

Gov.  J^hMfiim  faid,  that  until  he  had  heard  an  honourable  0ti<r.y4mf 
admiral  [Admiral  Keppel]  in  his  place,  upon  a  former  de- /^* 
bate  declare,  **  That  after  adminiflratton  bad  received  intelli- 
gence ooDOQming  the  deflination  of  the  Toulon  fquadron,  he» 
the  admiral,  waa  of  opinion,  that  the  minifters  had  done  eve- 
ry thing  in  their  power  to  affifl  Lord  Howe;  that  they  had 
not  force  fufficicnt  to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  dhat 
Mde$^  it  would  ban  been  too  late  to  flop  the  Ttolon  fqua^ 
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^e^fd^(>f  tpeir  Jailiog ;  &nd  co^  have  lent  oft  a  fijuiarpn  fbr 

^g ,^i(cla^/tjb.»i, Tic,  wail  ^una  to  Worth  'America,  ^wotjd 

i^ve  hfkt^  .c^T^^^X.^F^/^g  anJ  jcnpru^eiit  •  andf'that  fFom  the 

iqatj  tKc,  ffigat^'^rriycd,  1^  p/Eftaina't  M^eftiiJa. 


/ipUipniy .^ __.,  „, ,  _, 

^^^aidjof  t^^  flopt,  an<l,  who  was  prohal)!]^  confu^  I  never 
i^^tertain^d  a'doubVthkradmixuftrauon  W  bVghTjr  tplitame 
..i|{^ot  preyio^ily  fep^ipg  a  reinforcement  of  five  fiifpa  of  tTie 
,^nf >tQ  Lpfi  I^owe  ;i<p5outicdly,'  after  io  refpe^ole  aii'au- 
^^^ojrity,  £^nflf[pcii  oiig^ht.'to'^  wci^^  the  circiiqfitla'iiccs  weii 
i.,£:jQr9^t^j  prpnounce  a  cu^  oF  oiini* 

,fJ«fir%^.y^o  jiyere  fiippprtei  hi  fo  ajble  an  opinion  ih  tlie  ar- 
.  nngements  l(iey  ^d  made,  ,But  I,  who  do  not.fonii  mj 
.^jdcfjfiqnjs.on  the  mere  opinions  andamnptapt  to 

'iifrkmS^  VPY  fen(i)ncnts,  unlcfs  I  am  convinced  by  loiibd  ar- 
,^«imenr^qo  ^il]  maintain, .  that  adminiftration  ought 'lo  have 
-r  3w,joff  flYf^ftiips  of.  ihe  line  tq  North  America,  the  momcnc 
.l.jbcy  receivco.ihc  intelligence  thirrcivdV red  it  probable  JJ't* 
^ilaigi)  ws^f  l>qund  there,     1  hat  intelligence,  added  to  many 
.,  ^her  circujpftanccs,   (hewed  to  a  degree  of  deino^ftration, 
)  .Chat>  tne  Toulon  fquadron  could  be  hovind  to  no  other  place. 
12  JNdrp  IDeane,  the  >igent  fbi^  the  Congceb,  was  on  boacd  ^  Mr. 
.;>jG«r^rd^^,jy)iQ  l^ad  Tigned  the  treaty  will)  the  Ameri<ia^  depu- 
UL  ^^%.  Y^^  on  board  >  much  mercbanai»e  was  ^mbarjccd  ;  the 
jj.  ^te  .of  our  own  fleet  and  of  our  own  armx  were  at  ftjflce ;   the 
^,principal  objed  of  the  war  depended  oxj^  preventing  any  bad  | 
i]o9&.^s  which  this  ^uad^ron  might  produce  in  Mor^b  AmericaJ 
^without  ^timely  Reinforcement,  and  thcrefoirc  every  thin| 
.called  for.  the  meafure  which  I  contend  fliovild  hv^  beta 
!...f^9PMf.j^r  although  I  am  far  ifrocn'tKinking  the  copfeJ 
. ^ 51  uences  would  have  been  fo  fatal  as.  the  noble *Lijrd  wbd 
fpoke  laft,  and  other  gentlemen,  have  painted  tbem  tn  tbr 
Courfe  of  the  d^i^^te,  or  that  we  were  totally  deftitiite  of  th< 
means  of  refiftance,  if  the  fquadron  then  under  tttecoipaiani 
.of  LfOrd  Howie  had  been  colleded,  as  adminift  ration  l^d  rea< 
,foi^  to  fuppofe,  yet  in  that  ^afe  the  deciiion  w&uld  have  beei 
\  doubtful,  and  with  the  chance  a«ii^fi  us^/^d  tipobt^any  an 
,_favour4bJeev.ent,.the  blow  would  have  been  Cq  (evere^  that 
is  not  probable  we  flipuld  have  recovered. from  tfcice^ii&s  dn 
-X  PAg,  ihf  ifari  andthjf^orc  (be  xifqu^W4U^c)i|.tnat'oo  p^^J 
•   ^     *  '         '    ' ^    '   *  ''^  del 
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dent  mcD^  having  the  conduft  of  national  zfhiv^  itiould 
have  hazarded  the  confcquenccs,  cfpccially  when  they  had 
both  the  means  of  avoiding  it  with  certainty,  and  the  chance 
of  deftroying  the  Toulon  fouadron.  Biit^  Sir,  I  will  always 
be  fair  in  my  airgurtients  ;  I  impute  this  delay  to  the  nnjuft 
fears  that  were  then  propagated,  and  are  ftill  propagated,  with 
a  view  to  flop  the  vigorous  exertions  •f  government,  of  the 
dreadful  confequcncci  in  cafe  the  French  fhonld  enter  the 
channel  wirh  a  fuperior  fleet.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no- 
ftich  dreadful  appreheniion  from  fuch  a  merfare  ;  I  wifli  I  faw( 
them  there  with  even  four  or  five  (hips  fuperior,  I  would 
give  them  this  advantage  to  have  the  chance  of  more  benefi-*' 
cial  confequeoces.  I  remember  this  fituation,  fo  much  dread* 
cd,  happened  within  my  own  memory.  When  I  went  firft* 
to  fea,  io  the  year  1 744,  the  French  got  as  fai^  as  Dongeneiir ; 
but  the  exertions  at  that  time,  as  we  ihonld  find  them  again^ 
oa  a  iimilar  occafion,  foon  fitted  out  old  guaid-fhips,  hulks,' 
and'evpry  thing  capable  of  bearing  a  battery,  till  we  were, 
able  to  face  them  in  fix  or  eight  days.  The  enemy  efeapcd' 
by  miTmanagement ;  but  in  cafe  they  had  come  to  an  engage* 
mcnt  then,  or  Ihall  ever  venture  a  battle  hereafter  in  theChan- 
nel,  let  it  be  remei&bered,  that  Nature  has  given  us  ntKntrous' 
ports  in  the  Channel  for  the  protection  of  the  largeft  fhips,; 
while  die  French  on  thexontrary,  as  if  Providence  intended 
we  (hould  be  the  liaiftrefs  of  the  narrow  feas,  have  not  one 
port  horn  Ufhant  to  Graveline  which  a  lino  of  battle  ihipcaa 
enter.  As  weftcrley  winds  in  general  prevail,  what  then  is? 
to  become  of  difabled  fhips  in  the  event  of  a  well-fought  bat- 
tle? They  muft  run  to  Norway  or  Denmark,  the  very  place 
where  I  (hould  wifh  to  fee  them  fafely  lodged,  emtirdy  out 
of  the  way  of  injuring  us. 

As  I  differ  firom  the  noble  Lord  whofpoke  lafb  in  almoA 
every  thing  he  has  faid,  I  will  confider  the  heads  of  his  dif*-  / 
courfc  feparatcly,  and  give  my  reafons  to  the  Houfe  for  thi« 
difagrecment.  His  Lordfhip  firfl  alledges  that  no  reinforce- 
ment was  (ent  to  him,  becaufe,  of  the  two  line,  of  battle 
Ihips  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  admiralty,  one  wa* 
intended  to  attend  on  the  commifiioners  in  cafe  they  thowht 
proper  to  return  immediately,  and  the  other  was  deftineato 
bring  his  Lordihip  home ;  ftill  the  two  (hips,  Tridetit  and 
Ardent,  were  there  ;  the  admiralty  bad  a  right  to  reckon  upon 
them^  as  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  either  the  commiffionera^ 
who  failed  in  the  Trident  from  England  a  week  later  than 
D'Eftaing  fuled  from  Totjilon,    or  1^  Ardent,  who  (ailed 
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vfxiii  tte  convoy  k  little  before  them,  could  poffibly  ^havc  kft 
the  ports  of  North  America  before  the  packet,  which  failed 
the  '5th  of  May,  would  announce  the  approach  of  the  French 
fquadron,  and  therefore  they  were  (hips  to  be  coniidered  as  on 
the  fpot,  to  be  ofcd  and  depended  upon  as  the  event  has  pio^ 
ved.  The  admiralty  had  further  reafons  to  expe£^  that  the 
whole  of  Lord  Howe's  force  would  have  been  coUeded, 
efpecisflly  the  two-decked  (hips,  bccaufc  they  had  fent  his 
Lord(hip  very  early  notice  of  the  failing  of  Monfieur  la 
Mottc  Piquet,  and  of  the  ceruinty  of  a  war  with  France : 
in  this  cafe  his  force  was  far  from  being  defpicablc.  Why 
the  two- decked  (hips  were  not  collected  after  two  months  no- 
tice, is  a  queftion  on  which  I  am  perfuaded  his  Lord(hip  will 
be  able  to  give  very  good  reafons;  but  here  I  acknowledge  I 
am  fpeaking  from  general  information,  without  having  iecn 
the  particular  orders  tranfmitted  to  him,  which  his  Lord(hip 
ftates  as  being  liable  to  two  interpretations,  and  this  brings 
me  naturally^  to  remark  tlie  improper  mode  of  our  prdent 
proceeding,  in  propofing  fcverc  cenfures  without  bringing 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  nece(rary  to  underftand  the  tTanf- 
aftion  before  us.  I  can  vote  upon  the  fubjeft,  becaufe  I  am 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  faQs  nece(rary  to  form  my 
judgment,  but  I  queftion  if  an  hundred  members  in  the 
Houfe  know  the  aftual  force  Lord  Howe  had  under  his  com- 
mand, or  the  confidence  the  Admiralty  could  have  that  this 
force  would  be  colle£led,  befides  many  other  circumftances 
that  fhould  be  in  proof  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  prefent 
queftion. 

The  next  point  the  noble  Lord  ftates,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion  has  inforced  the  (ame  argu* 
ment,  is,  that  in  cafe  Monf.  D'Eftaing  had  found  our  army  at< 
Philadelphia,  and  our  fhi(>s  in  the  Delaware,  that  the  army 
would  have  been  ftarvcd,"  and  the  (hipping  dcftroyed.  This 
opinion  is  general  throughout  the  nation  y  it  has  been  favour- 
ed by  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  to  enforce  the  wiidom. 
of  their  meafure  in  abandoning  Philadelphia  fo  opportunely 
as  they  did.'  It  has  been  agreed  toby  this  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
to  magnify  the  riik  which  our  fleet  and  our  army  run  by  their 
bad  management,  fiut  on  this  fubjeft,  as  I  may  probably  do 
On  many  others,  I  differ  from  them  both.  I  maintain,  as  I 
always  have  done,  that  the  abandoning  Philadelphia  at  the 

'  moment  we  did,  was  moft  fatal  to  our  Sfairs  in  North- Ame- 
rica ;  and  that  fuppofing  no  fuch  orders  had  be^n  given,  and 
Monfieur  d'Eftaiog  had  arrived  off  the  Delaware  as  he  did, 
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that  neither  the  fhips  in  that  river,  nor  the  army  at  Phikde^  , 
phia,  run  any  ri(k  trom  that  circnmftance,  for  fix  or  eight, ' 
weeks  at  leaft,  by  which  time  we  muft  have  been  relieved  from 
an^  impreffions  of  reftraint,  by  the  navigation  of  that  river 
being  interrupted.  Firft,  I  fay,  that  the  navigation  of  that 
river  is  fo  intricate,  that  fuppoung  the  buoys  cut  away,  the 
bed  pilots  of  the  country  could  not  have  traced  out  the  chan- 
nel to  have  afcended  the  river  with  fuch  fhips  as  thofe  under 
MonC  D'Eftaing,  in  eight  or  ten  days.  Next  I  affert,  that 
none  of  the  74  or  80  gun  fhips,  without  being  lightened, 
could  have  pafTcd  the  flats,  as  the  Trident  went  on  ground 
twice  at  the  top  of  high  water,  not  from  miffing  the^channel, 
but  from  the  fhallownefs  of  the  water,  and  this  fhip  draws 
three  feet  lefs  water  than  any  of  the  French  74  gun  fhips. 
Thirdly,  I  afTert,  that  fuppofing  Monf.  D'Effaing,  with  his 
whole  force,  had  aftually  afcended  the  Delaware,  above  the  * 
flat^  that  all  our  fhips,  both  men  of  war  and  tranfports, 
could  have  been  moved  in  fafety  above  the  chevaux  de  frize  ; 
OF  the  tranfports  could  have  been  removed  above  the  chevaux 
de  frize,4m^  the  fhips  of  war  moored  in  a  half  moon  below, 
with  flanking  batteries  on  each  fide  the  river,  which  was  in 
poflefEon  of  our  army.  We  fhotlld  alfo  have  had  the  adi^ 
vantage  of  fending  fire  fhips  dowathe  ftream  among  the  ene* 
my.  The  river  is  not  fo  broad  as  the  Thames  at  (jravefcnd, 
aod  D'Eftaing,  after  paffing  through  a  hot  fire  in  afcending, 
jsufl  havp  beea  repulfed  in  the  fame  maniier  which  experience 
has  demonfirated  we  were  capable  of  doing  by  the  late  attack, 
at  St.  Lucia,  where  Admiral  Barrington,  with  a  very  inferior' 
force  indeed,  has  fhewn  what  men,  not  wilUng  to  defpair, 
can  accomplifh.  For  my  own  part,  after  confidcrmg  the 
fttbjeft  on  every  point,  again.and  again,  I  really  think,  10  far 
from  any  dan^r  by  the  direft  application  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy  in  llie  Delaware,  that  there  was  hardly  any  rifk  from 
aay  thipg  that  could  have  been  done  by  them,  in  that  river, 
againft  tihe  refiflance  of  our  fhips  aqd  army  ;  New- York 
would  have  been  the  placf^  in  danger.  But  it  is  dways  to  be 
remembered,  if  orders  had  not  been  given  for  leaving  PhiU<» 
delphia,  our  great  fhips  of  war  womd  not  have  been  in  the 
river  Delaware,  and  therefore  New  York  was  equally  capa* 
ble  of  receiving  the  defence,  which  they  aAually  did  prefent 
when  D'Eftaing  came  off  that  port.  So  that  on  every  alter* 
native  the  operations  of  bis  force  would  have  been  equally 
abortive.  But  the  noble  Lord  fays,  the  axmy  would  have 
becAftarved*  To  my  knowledge  mere  was  five  weeks  pro- 
it  2  YlfiOA 
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^idoiitof  the  annoy  at  PJiiMf  Ij^U^,  aqd^  grf^ter  qu?^cic3 
in  the  i»iv«r  vfbcn  W9  •rriveJ  tWe,  tbo'  it  liad  been  determin- 
ed tdleavetfaepbiGr.  If  Gf^e/^lClintOD  WdJieen  toJbeg;inhb 
campaign  in  Peaofylvania  undoub^dly  he  would  h»ve  had 
^   a  larger  ftock  of  pfovifigi«/i  in  ft^re  there,  and  therefore  it  is 
iictajuA  ar^VKiijt  to  Qonbuad  tbeoonfcijuences  of  mixed 
plans.    Bat  ^  J^c  cafe  happened,  iive  weeks  provinons  could, 
iwitboiit  Jk»Pd{bip«  have  hee;)  p.roloirged  to  ten.     The  fertile 
countries  of  thip  Jerfeysaod  Hcnnfylvjuiia,  and  the  lower  coun- 
ties on  tke  Delaware,  would  have  been  open  .to  u;:,  afid  all  of 
tb^m  abounding  in  provifions.    On  thjc  5rft  movement  of  our 
troop?  Wafivington  muft  have  crotTed  the  Sufquehanna,  and 
left  all  thofe  plentiful  r^ions  to  our  foragie ;  even  as  matters 
then  ftoody  confining  ogrfelyes  jto   Philadelphia,  without  an 
ptit'poA,  f^rovifipns  caoie  4nj;o  ,the  town  in  the  greateft  abun- 
•dince.     I  ^avjc  h^rard  much  of  the  ftarving,  and  various  dif- 
irefles  whieh  the  army  underwent  fince  I  came  to  England  } 
but  I  w;i8  ^  eye  witnefs  to  no  Cuch  fcenes  of  mifery  *,  on  the 
contrary,  thie  moft  plemifuj  jro,arkets  1  ever  beheld,  were  at 
Pjiiladdphia  and  New  York*     The  trpops  lived  z$  well  as 
could  be  wiAied»  and  fzxhv  in  too  great  aboyndanee  for  the 
liardy  dpe<i^  of  a  foldier,     Thioj^S  were  dear,  but  riot  from 
any  wvu  ia  the  artlples,  but  the  gceat  plenty  of  money  cir- 
fDuIatcd  by  fuch  a  fleet  and  fu^h  a^  army,  with  thf^ir  leveral 
)i]t.tendaflts^     It  is  therefpre  clear,  that  we  did  liot  efcape  the 
bad  CQAJEequences  that  might  b^  drpaded  from  the  Touton 
^eet,  fjCQm  f-kp  orders  which  were  given  for  ahandpning  Phila- 
dejphi^;  pp  thiQ  contrary,  the  imminent  danger,  and  ^reateft 
ri(k  which  we  Jun,  was  from  thofe  very  orders  j  for  I  admit, 
j.f  £)'£ftaing  had  catched  our  flirps  at  the  critical  moment^ 
aft^rour  atmy  bad  abandgned  Philadelphia/ and  when  w<i 
trcFC  comipg  with  the  men  of  \w^r  aad  tranfports  from  the 
pelaware,  the  blow  would  have  been  moft  difaftrous,  nor 
can  adminiflration  taipe  iiny  credit  from  thofe  orders  without 
Jeaying  themfelves  (jevoid  of  excufe  in  the  prefcnt  gueftioii  ^ 
fpr  furelyif'they  had  ordered- Philadelphia  to  be  abandoned 
WitU-  a  view  to  the  opef^tipns  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  or  any 
force  that  .might  be  fent  by  France,  they  are  douibly  criminal 
in  not  fending  timely  reiiiforcenients  of  -fliiu^  to  defeat  the 
^  views  of  the  enemy  whfc;h  they  had  fo  deavly  f^refeen  :  neither 
can  adminiftration  claim  the  mem  of  the  lutceis  of  the  troopa 
in  the  .Wisft  Indies  as  thegood/«<&ft  of  that  order  which  the 
learned  Lord  had  afcribed  tp  them,  for  in. cafe  thofe  tr<'<V* 
had  failed  a^  was  intended,  ^half  would ^  have  been  in  their 
mves  at  thts  moment.    They  would  have  proceed^  in  the 
'  ^  hur- 
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ricanc  moyoths  u  the  moft  ficUy  fufon.  Ai  tbe  c»lf  has 
happened,  thtj  wen^  in  tl>e  moft /^vourable  fe«foii  for  pefof ru- 
ing thore  vovages,  ;km1  for  a^ive  operations  in  that  cl ji^atQ. 
I  was  equally  wiUing  the  troops  Optould  have  hern  employ^ 
in  the  Weil  Indies  in  the  winter  time  a$  th^  learned  (/Qrd»  but 
I  fay  they  migiu  fflually  have  done  what  they  have  now  f>err 
formed,  and  have  aSed  four  months  in  North  America  agajnft 
the  revolted  colonic;  at  ^he  mod  critical  moment  of  oqr  dif- 
pute,  where  retreat  up^on  concern  was  fatal  to  our  caufc* 

I  ihall  now  proceed  to  e;camine  the  other  pofitiof^  lai4  down 
by  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  fubfequent  conduA  he  held  re];^ 
tive  to  tbofe  tranfaiaions,  as  far  as  they  refer  to  the  fpybjedl 
now  befbiip  iia.^«-I  k^ow )iow juftfy  high  the  pbaraAer  of  thenor 
bleLord  ftands  for  n^val  rcpuution ;  no  Qian  could  eftcem  it  i|i 
a  higher  degree  than  I  did  myielf,  before  the  tranfadion  I  ^ 
going  to  fpeab:  of.  Perhaps  my  difappoimqieot  was  the  great/er 
on  thatayccoiifit.  and  the  eftimate  I  giade  of  the  force  of  tbp 
(nemy^  i^as  le^  from  the  opinion  [  had  of  the  vice-adn^|r^ 
who  commai|4ed*pur  leet.  1  underft^nd  bis  conduA  has  re? 
reived  repeatc^i  applauii;  from  ofllic^rs  of  high  repMtation  ipi  / 
fhis  I^oufe,  wbjle  I  was  a^fent  from  ikknpfs  ^  but  this  fluU 
not  pteveiu  m/e  fsom  fpea^ing  ipy  own  opinioq  freely  on  this, 
aad  tytry  oti^or  Aibjed.  I  have  been  told  the  two  noble  ad« 
mal^  hnyc  been  pouring  iqcenfe  on  each  other's  heads  ia 
very  cqpjqus  ftreams.  I  agree  they  ftand  hi  the  moft  refpeA- 
9b)e  light  on  accoHnt  of  their  former  (cry ices  ^  imd  I  al£9 
agres  widi  my  friend  below  me»  that  in  cafe  any  minifter  haf 
^n  guilty  of  any  improper  condud,  that  has  driven  fuch 
pen  Iron)  the  feryice  pf  the  ftafe  at  thia  critical  moment,  wbei| 
the  exjufioo^-of  all  good  men  are  fo  much  wanted,  to  r^pel 
the  commoa  enofny,  that  fuch  a  minifter  flioiild  feel  the  in- 
jlignttioD  of  this  Hotifc,  and  of  his  country  at  larg^.  But 
if  it  ihould  appear  on  the  other  band,  thaft  any  fet  of  militaqr 
men,  in  tfaeir  feveral  preteniions,  ai^  become  too  high  for  tbf 
fiate,  I  hope  there  i$  flill  left  in  the  nation  virtue  and  fpiric 
fuScient  to  repel  fuch  claims,  and  ability  enough  to  be  foua^ 
in  th^  qayat  depairtment  to  refift  the  poiirer  of  our  enemies,  if 
they  wtre  ^ead. 

Adoiiniftr^tion  has  ceftainly  great  crodit  in  difpatcbiiyg  the 
two  packets  frmi  Falq^piith,  to  give  the  noble  Lord  notice  of 
the  failingof  tkelfoulon  fqadron,  and  the  packet  that  did  arrive 
la  America  halving  fallen  in  with  that  fquadron  :  from  evcy 
particular  which  the  .captain  related,  it  was  evident  to  <uc, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  they  were  bound  to  fweep  the  co^.'-  of 
America,  from  Virginia  northward* 
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The  packet  arrived  the  29|th  of  June,  and  certainly  gave 
fufficient  time  for  every  preparation  to  be  made  for  receiving 
the  enemy,  who  did  not  arrive  ofF  New  York  till  the  inh 
of  July.  Whether  thofe  preparations  were  made,  or  other- 
wife,  is  a  queftion  I  {hall  not  now  enter  into.— -I  mean  at  pre- 
lent  only  to  take  notice  of  fome  aflertions  in  a  pamphlet*  that 
ha^  been  circulated  with  great  induftry,  as  preparatory  to  mif- 
lead  our  judgments  in  the  queftion  of  to-day.  I  (hall  make 
but  very  tew  quotations,  (b  the  Houfe  need  not  be  alarmed, 
left  I  fliould  read  the  whole,  as  was  done  by  another  pamph* 
let  in  a  former  debate. 

This  perfonnance  I  can  hardly  attribute  to  the  noble  Lord 
to  whom  it  relates  :  it  is  too  fulfome  flattery Ibr  me  t6  fup- 
pofe  he  had  any  (hare  in  it,  or  that  he  can  dve  it  the  leaft 
countenance  now ;  nor  fliouid  I  have  envied  his  Lordfhlp 
any  of  the  praifes  beftowed  by  fo  idolatrous  an  author,  if  he 
had  not  taken  notice  of  fo  infignificant  a  peribn  as  myfelf, 

,  and  mifreprefented  my  opinions.  His  patron  might  have 
enjoyed  the  glory  of  making  a  bridge  of  boats  to  pafs  the 
;irmy  over  the  rill  that  feparates  Sandy  Hook  from  the 
main,  with  the  affiftance  of  all  the  boats  from  fifty  fail  of 
pendants,  four  hundred  tranfports,  and  two  hundred  flat 
boats,  without  my  interference.  I  am  willing  the  Houfe 
Jhould  underftand  this  marvellous  work  was  equal  to  every 
thing  in  ancient  ftory,  and  even  fuperior  to  CaefaPs  bridge 
over  the  Rhine ;  but  in  that  part  which  refpefis  mvfelf  I 
cannot  fo  ealily  fubmit.  The  author  bet!:ins  by  making  an 
apology  forj  obtruding' on  the  public  *^  Ylie  rough  unpo- 
liflied  Ian£uage  of  a  feaman,  little  verfed  in  the  elegancies 
of  compoUtion,  and  unambitious  of  the  praif^  of  a  brilliant 
'df£lion,  or  the  fmobth  flow  of  welK'rouhded  periods."  I 
(hall  read  but  one  quotation  more  of  this  flowery  turgid  pcr- 

'  formance,  in  order  to  fiiew  that  this  pamphlet  could  never  be 
the  produ£^ion  of  any  feaman.  In  page  34  he  favs,  *<  Ma- 
jefty  itfelf  was  brought  forward  to  favour  the  deceit,  after 
having  been  firft  deceived,  and  every  meretricious  artifice  of 
pomp  and  (hew  put  in  pcadice  to  cover  our  weaknefs,  under 
^he  hands  of  our  ftate  quacks.  The  nation  a(rumed  the  falfe 
and  traniient  flu(h  of  a  confumptive  patient,  while  (he  Ian* 
guilhed  interiorly,  and  her  whole  framie  wa3  menance4  with 
fpeedy  diflblution." 

After  hearing  fuch  bombaft,  I  fuppoTe  the  Houfe  are  TufB- 
ciently  able  to  judge  whether  any  rough  (eaman  was  con- 
cerned in  this  narrative* 
^ The 

•  Candid  Narrative  of  the  Tnofiditni  of  the  Fleet ,  uader  UttcemmaAd  <»•' 
Lord  Howe  in  America. 
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Tbe  author,  after  ftating  the  miferable,  lamentable,  af- 
frightened  fijtuation  in  which  we  were  placed  at  New  York* 
proceeds  in  faying,  page  1 5,  ^*  Yet  a  gentleman,  who  at  that 
time  obtruded  himfelf  into  the  fociety  of  tKofe  officers,  who^ 
in  their  company,  was  the  loiideft  in  bewailing  our  deplora* 
blc  fituation,  and  the  defperate  card  Lord  Howie  was  forced  Cd 
play-— wbofe  inve&ives  againft  the  firft  lord  of  the  Admiralty^ 
a5  evidently  defignin^,  by  a  deity  of  fuccours,  to  deftroy  or 
difgrace  the  vice  admiral,  were  the  moft  pointed  and  virulent. 
This  gentleman  nt^w  hefi^atea  not  to  aflert,  that  Lord  Howe 
enjoyed  a  fuperiority  over  the  French  commander,  and  (hould 
be  accountable  to  the  public  for  not  having  availed  hfanfelf  of 
this  fuperiority.  I  write  not  from  the  information  of  the 
(himeleis  editor  of  the  Morning  Poft.  That  he  hath  hazarded 
this  aflertion  to  men  in  power,  I  know  from  the  moft  refped* 
ikk  authority.  Yet  this  man  was  once  a  fea  officer !  The 
lifts  of  both  fleets  lie  before  the  public;  let  them  anfwer  this 
DO  Icfs  upright  commiffioner,  than  experienced  captain.  Nor 
can  Governor  Johnfton  be  oiFended  if  his  afiertions  on  this 
(vthjcSt  be  efteemed,  by  the  writer  of  this  narrative,  fo  tdh. 
and  ignorant  as  to  deferve  no  other  refutation  than  what  muft 
occur  to  the  meaneft  capacity-*-to  thofe  who  are  the  leaft  con* 
verfant  in  navy  matters.  The  fame  lifts  fliall  ftand  in  oppo- 
fition,  even  to  higher  authority,  to  the  authority  of  the  great 
Lord  who  fo  worthily  prefides  over  the  navy  department.  For 
he  coo,  from  his  place  in  Paliament,  when  called  upon  officii 
ally  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  people,  blufhed  not  to  have 
lecourfe  to  mifinformation  and  falfehood." 

Now,  Sir,  I  aflert,  before  you  ai}d  the  whole  world,  that 
what  is  here  imputed  to  me  by  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  is 
not  true.  I  never  obtruded  myfelf  into  the  fociety  of  any  fet 
of  men  ;  the  moment  I  heard  the  French  fleet  had  appeared, 
I  thought  it  my  doty  to  go  down  to  Sandy-Hook  in  the  nieht 
to  offer  my  poor  fervices  ;  neither  did  1  ever  bewail  our  oe« 
plorable  fituation  from  the  circumftaoce  of  the  French  fqua«* 
droQ  coming  on  the  coaft  of  America.  I  thought  it  a  lucky 
circumftance.  I  expreflfed  that  fentiment  to  all  with  whom  I 
converfed.    I  am.  glad  I  did  not  know  the  inlminent  danger  ^ 

we  were  in  until  I  came  to  this  city,  the  center  of  aU  true 
intelligence,  otherwife  I  might  have  pafled  more  uneafy  hours* 
I  alio  deny,  that  ever  I  aflerted  that  Lord  Howe  had  a  fupe- 
riority over  the  French  fquadron  when  they  appeared  .oiF  the 
port  of  New  York.  If  the  noble  Lord  can  remember  m% 
thing  that  pafled  between  him  and  a  perfon  of  fo  little  confe- 
qvnce  as  myfelf,  he  muft  know,  that  fo  far  from  entertaining. 

that 
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ttiat  fentmient,  when  the  noMe  Lord  talked  of  going  6vt  of 
Uie  hmrbour  to  ghre  them  battle^  I  find  that  I  thought  be  was 
^kA  of  fuficient  fercf  to  baeard  an  engagement;  but  I  al« 
wayt  tbottgbtf  with  a  proper  difpofitton  of  hia  force^  he  tras 
fully  capable  of  defending  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
Wbati  fsid  then,  and  what  I  aflerl  now,  it,  that  after  the 
juodion  of  the  Cornwall  of  74  guns,  the  Reafonable  €ff  64, 
the  Renown  of  50,  and  the  Centurion  Of  50,  alt  heavy  metal 
ibiptf.  Lord  Howe  waa  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  force  to  the 
French  fi)uadron«  I  give  it  alfo  as  my  opinloh,  with  deference 
to  better  judgments^  that  when  his  Lordftip  appeared  off 
Rhode  Iftand,  though  he  did  not  take  the  Whole  of  his  force 
with  bim",  that  be  was  ftilly  equal  to  Monfieur  D'Eftatng,  and 
]  reckon  in  the  following  manner : — hrs  fleet  was  the  beft 
in'7.nned  that  ever  went  to  fea,  commanded  by  brave,  judici- 
ous oficcKS ;  the  French  were  ill  matined  and  fitkly,  and 
damaged  upon  entering  and  returning  through  the  fire  of  the 
batteries  on  Rhode  Ifland.  I  fliall  read  the  lift  of  the  two 
(quadrons,  and  the  manner  I  clafs  them  : 

Guns.  Pmindirs,  Guns. 

I  eftcem  1  a  match  for  the  Caefar  of  74 

The  Cornwall  of  74     18  and  32  >     which  was  beat  by  the 

J        '  Ifis  of  50  rans. 
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£9  and  18  pounders.i* 
But  it  matj  be  fitid,  aithongh  Lotd  Hbwe  had  a  ftpcriority, 
by  the  addition  of  his  heavy  (ri^tes ;  yet  it  was  inqwffiWc 
ihcy  coirid  be  brought  to  aft  m  the  difpofition  in  which  I 
have  placed  them.  This  I  admit,  but  at  the  fame  time  I 
cofltend,  that  Lord  HcTWe  had  a  complete  line  of  heavy  fliips 
capable  of  lying  along-fide  the  French  fhips,  and  in  half  an 
hoards  a6tioo,  every  one  knows  the  line  of  battle  mxrft  be 
broken,  when  all  the  frigates  could  come  to  have  afted  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  force.  If  this  is  not  admitted,  it  would  %t 
impojfible  for  Lord  Howe,  or  any  other  officer,  to  have  a- 
vailcd  himfelf  of  the  advantage  of  any  number  of  larger  fliips  ; 
for  fvqppofiiw  his  frigates  had  all  been  fifty-gun  fliips,  ftill  no 
greater  number  dian  die  flrips  oppofed  to  die  enemy's  line  can 
aft  at  tkc  b^inning,  until  they  are  broken  and  fcattercd, 
whiA  muft  always  happen,  as  I  laid  before,  in  half  an  hour, 
in  every  fea  eagapement.  The  generality  of  mani^nd  are 
cenfouiided  in  their  opinions  by  the  weight  of  mend,  and 
the  Diunber  of  gonsftated,  without  knowing  the  real  circum- 

*  Lord  H«we  had,  befides  thefe,  the  Nautilus  ibop  of  16  guii9» 
Carcaft  and  Thunder  bornbt,  Strombolo,  Sulphur,  «id  Volcano  fire- 
fiiipfli,  four  rsw  ^Uies,  and  two  tenders,  befides  the  Leviadutt, 
capable  of  9»ounUDg  70  gun«,  andaiftually  carrying  44  guot*  left 
at  Sandy  Hook ;  ana  the  Nabob,  and  Supply,  two  old  Mft  India 
fhiDs,  ttken  into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  mounting  36  guas  eacht 
and  236  men,  who  failed  with  the  fleet,  but  which  Lord  Howe 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies.  If  too  weak,  why  leave  the  Leviath^ 
behind  ?  Why  detach  the  Nabob  and  Supply  ?  Will  any  feamaa 
ity  that  the  fliips,  as  they  ate  arranged,  can  be  deemed  inferior  in 
any  punt  of  m^  line  ?  But  rhe  Languedoc  was  difmafted  and  loft 
her  rudder  in  the  ftonii.  The  MarfttHei  was  difinaiSed  in  the 
fionn.  The  Cxfar  was  beaten  by  the  Ifia,  and  driven  to  Bcifton. 
The  Monmouth  of  64  gvns,  another  of  Byron's  ibuadixui,  had 
joined  Lord  Howe  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  iSth,  yet  tyEBoing  laj 
at  anchor  in  the  open  fea  for  eight  days,  where  he  raifed  jury,  mails, 
within  twenty  leagues  of  Sandy  Hook.  Lord  Howe  waited  from 
the  17th  to  the  24th  of  Auguft  before  he  fQQowed,  though  he  had 
then  confiEfiedly  fo  fuperior  a  force. 

Vol.  XL  Ki  .    D.Janws^ 
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'   *  ftaaccs  attending  thofe  apparent  difproportions,    I  reckon  an 

Englilh  fixty*iour-gun  fhip  a  match  for  any  feventy^four- 
gun  (hip  out  of  France.  The  difference  between  the  aftual 
force  of  two  fuch  (hips  is  not  fo  much  as  people  imagine.  The  f 
generally  count  the  difference  of  ten-guns,  but  m  fad  tis 
difference  upon  the  real  efficient  batteries  is  only  two-gum^ 
die  reft  arifes  from  the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck  and  fore* 
caftle,  which  are  light,  and  are  not  of  fuch  confeqoence, 
and  are  often  in  the  wav  of  working  the  fhip.  Refpeding 
the  weight  of  metal,  I  think  the  Englifh  fixty-four  has 
a  great  advantage  over  the  French  fcventy-four.  Experi- 
ence has  convinced  me,  that  the  French  thirty-fix  pounder 
(equal  to  our  forty -two  pounder)  is  a  gun  Uia^  cannot  be 
tnanajged  (ufficiently  quick.  Whatever  gun  is  above  the  (ize 
of  being  loaded  by  one  man  to  a  fpunge,  and  breeched  about 
by  one  man  to  a  handfpike,  I  efteem  too  large  for  aftion,  I 
believe  the*  eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders,  which  all 
mur  fixty  four  gun-fhips  carried,  to  be  the  fitteft  guns  for  ufe 
in  a  dole  engagement;,  the  quicknefs  of  their  fire,  and  the 
certainty  of  pointing  them  well  and  eafily^  does  more  than 
compenfate  for  the  difference  of  damage  when  they  bit.  I 
do  not  fay  t)iis  will  be  the  cafe  in  an  engagement  like  Mr. 
^eppel^s,  on  contrary  tacks,  where  the  mm  came  up  fcat- 
tered^  and  the  enemy  have  time  to  load  a^ain  before  diev  meet. 
Here  the  heavy  grape-fhot  does  great  mifchief  to  tht  uilsand 
rigginjgt  I  fpeaj^  of  a  clofe  engagement  on  the  fame  tack,  in 
the  i^mal  manner.  I  think  alk>,  that  one  of  our  new  fifty- 
gun  fliips,  with  twelve  and  twenty-four  pounders,  is  nearly 
a  matcn  for  a  French  fixty-four.  What  happened  in  this 
very  tranfa£^ion  will  vindicate  my  opinion.  The  Ids,  one 
pf  t[ip  WPrft  of  the  fifty rgun  fliips  of  Lord  Howe^s  fquadron, 
fell  in  with  the  Caefar,  the  fineft  feventy-fonr  of  D'Eftaing's 
fleet,  and  ailag  (hip  t(k»,  and  in  a  fair  engagemen  the  Ifis  beat 
the  C«efar,  Much  praife  is  undopbtedly  dye  to  the  captain, 
officers  apd  feamen  of  the  Ifis,  for  this  (extraordinary  |^lant 
aftion,  but  it  Ihews  at  the  fame  time  that  ipy  opinions  are 
not  extravagant.  T^e  Jupiter,  one  of  our  nfty-gun  ftiips, 
very  ill  manned,  has  lately  had  an  engage(nent  with  the  Tri- 
dent of  fixty-fpur  gpns,  and  the  ii&e  has  been  favourable, 
tp  n^y  ppiniot).  Th^  battle  was  drawn  without  any  claim  to 
a  fuperiority  by  the  French  ihip.  I  could  give  many  proofs  in 
the  hiftory  of  naval  engagements,  that  my  opinion  is  juftifie^ 
by  experience,  nor  do  I  know  any  inftance  where  it  can  be 
contradifted  upon  any  trial  that  has  been  made.  But  the 
Jiouft  \vill  pbferve,  bjr  the  {ift  of  the  f^uadrons  whicb  I  have 
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read,  that  nofoch  difproportion  of  force  ctiricd,  becdufe  any 
difference  that  may  appear  in  the  fhips  of  the  line,  was  fully 
compenfated  by  the  afliftance  they  would  derive  from  the  fri'- 
gatcs,  three  of  which  were  of  two  decks,  and  one  [the  Vigi- 
hot]  an  old  India  fhip,  of  twenty  twenty- four  pounders. 
AkI  the  others,  excepting  the  Sphynx,  were  heavy  metal  fri- 
gatcsi  of  thirty-fix  and  thirty-two  guns,  carrying  twelve 
pounA  rs  on  their  main  battery.  Theft,  Sir,  ate  the  opi- 
nioDs  which '  I  am  ready  to  avow,  but  which  I  fhould  not 
hare  ofiered  to  the  Houfe,  if  the  pamphlet  I  have  read  had 
not  quoted  them  untruly.  I  acknowledge  I  have  frequently 
repeated  thefe  fentiments  to  all  my  acquaintance,  both  here 
and  at  New  York,  but  I  have  never  preffed  them  upon  any 
of  the  members  of  adminift ration,  with  whom  I  have  haj 
very  little  converfation  on  the  fubjeft,  and  whenever  I  have 
mentioned  them  to  others,  I  have  always  fpoken  my  fenti* 
ments  as  I  do  now,'  with  due  deference  for  the  charafter  of 
the  noble  Lord,  and  a  proper  diffidence  in  my  own  judg- 
ment :  at  the  fame  time  I  have  a  certain  convidion  in  my 
own  mind  of  the  truth  of  what  I  advance. 

lam  ftill  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  the  noble'Lord  himfelf, 
really  thought  his  fquadron  was  inferior  in  force  to  that  of 
Monfieur  D*£flaing.  I  have  never  heard  this  alferted  by 
any  officer  who  ferved  in  the  fleet.  I  have  always  heard 
it  alledged,  that  his  Lordfhip  was  mamsuvering  for  the 
wind,  and  meant  to  give  D'Eftaing  battle,  but  was  pre- 
vent^ by  the  ftorm.  If  fo,  I  conclude,  he  expeAed  to  de« 
ftat  his  opponent,  which  would  have  proved  his  fuperiority  ; 
and  I  fincerely  believe  this  would  have  been  the  cafe  had  the 
two  fquadrons  engaged. 

As  to  all  the  dreadful  confequences  of  famine,  or  furrender 
of  the  army,  which  the  noble  Lord  has  enumerated,  fuppo- 
fing  Monfieur  D*Eftaing  had  got  poflcffion  of  Sandy-Hooky 
I  cannot  fubfcribe  to  them  in  the  extent  he  has  ftated.  I 
have  been  informed,  that  by  driving  Long  Ifland  there  would 
have  been  found  fix  months  fubfiftence  for  the  troops,  befidea 
the  various  means  of  obtaining  fupplies  through  the  found, 
while  the  blockade  of  the  port  could  not  have  continued  with- 
out relief,  above  fix  or  eight  weeks  at  moft. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  this  motion  has  been  fupported 
hj  mj  hononrable  friend  who  moved  it,  although  I  (hall  vote 
with  nim  on  the  queftion  being  pttt,  yet  I  cannot  agree  in  the 
reafons  he  has  {dven  to  induce  others  to  join  with  us.  I  vote 
for  the  reafons  1  have  given  myfelf,  and  not  for  any  he  has 
ittteitd  i  indeed  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  ipy  bononni-* 
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blc  fr'rend,  who  is  the  cloi'eft  rcafoncr  I  ever  knew,  and  the 
moft  accurate  relsiter  of  any  ftkSt  in  the  comriib  of  hts  argament, 
has,  in  my  apprehenfion^  failed  in  both  thefe  particulars  this 
djiy.     He  admits  that  his  premifes  are  faUe,  and  yet  he  iays, 
that  thofe  who  voted  on  the  former  queftion,  and  the  m^ra- 
.  bers  of  adminiftration  in  particular,  who  alledged  we  had 
forty-two  (hips  of  the  line  ready  laft  fpting,  arc  bound  to  vote 
with  him  now,  or,  in  other  words,  all  that  voted  the  one 
way  before,  are  bound  to  vote  the  other  way  now.     This  is 
,      a  curious  method  of  obtaining  a  majority,  and  notwithftanding 
the  explanatioa  of  this  Agure  of    rhetoric  by  bis  eloquent 
friend,  thit  we  are  catched  in  the  two  horns  of  a  dileirmia,  I 
acknowledge  my  ftupidity  in  not  comprehending  the  force  of 
this  ma{ii)cr  of  reafoning,  or  the  propriety  of  a  motkm  com- 
ing from  a  nrnn  who  admits  the  principal  fad,  on  which  he 
founds  his  conclufion,  to  be  fallb.    My  argument  is  diffe* 
rent ;  for  I  maintain,  whether  we  had  forty -two  fhips  of  the 
line  ready,  or  a  leflbr  number,  the  fafcty  of  our  army,  and 
the  fecurity  of  our  affairs  in  North  America,  demanded  we 
Ihould  have  run  the  riik  of  fending  off  aTmall  detachment  to 
Lord  Howe. 

The  matter  of  faft  which  my  honourable  friend  has  mif- 
quoted,  refpefts  the  propofals  for  the  bafis  of  treaung,  in  rbtf 
lirft  letter  from  the  commiffioners  to  the'  Congrefi*  After, 
ftating  that  the  commiffioners  had  renounced  all,  winch  by 
the  bye,  is  the  beft  reafon  I  have  heard  for  his  favourite 
doArine  of  yielding  independence ;  he  alledgcs  we  had  fpcci- 
fkally  offered  a  free  trade  with  all  the- world.  Now  the 
words  of  the.  commiflio6ers'  letter  upon  that  article  is,  **  to 
extend  every  freedom  to  trade,  that  out  rclpedivc  interefts 
can  require  ;"  by  which  it  is  plain,  the  fubjeA^was  open  to 
a.  full  difcuffion  of  the  Congrcfs. 

It  is  true,  in  a  fubfequent  declaration  which  I  did  not  fign, 
the  other  commiiiioners  fay  <^  they  were  autborifed  and  de- 
firous  to  extend  every  freedom  to  trade.'* 

But  this  enumeration  has  a  clear  reference  to  the  fpedfic 
woEds  ia  the  iirft  letter  ;  and  I  can  declare  fiSr  one,  it  never 
wa»  my  intention  to  admit  of  foreign  ihtps  trading  to  the 
ports  of  North  America ;  but  I  meant,  as  far  as  our  powers 
extended,  to  remove  every  unneceffary  clog  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  Americans,  many  of  which  reftraints  I  believe 
to  exiil  without  any  betic^t  to  this  nation. 

Before  I  fit  down^  theve  is  om  wtwd  inthe  modon^  which 
Ifhallmoveto  amend;  it  is  the  epithet  grofs^  I  tbiokthe 
motioa  will  run  in  a  mote  dignifiod  padiamtmary*  ftite  widi^ 
OoUt^  and  I  hate  grois  epithetMapublic  proceedmgs.    With 
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^efpcQ.  talbe  otbci-  motion  that  ie  to  feOow,  I  cannot  «<Ai« 
ceive  upon  what  principle  of  confiftency  it  can  be  moved  by 
the  (anae  petfon  \vlio  propofet  the  prefent  motion.  I  cannot 
be  of  opsnion,  that  the  mimfters  were  to  blame^  fQr  not  fending 
a  flett  to  Oibfattar,  and  a  reinfof dement  10  North  America  at 
the  fame  time.  They  oDght  to  have  doiie;,  the  one  or  cbe  other, 
I  adnait,  but  not  both;  and  whx>everfflovesa  ceiifure  on  their 
conduf^,  (hotild  chocCe  which  of  the  two^  he  prefers,  as  the 
meaftire  thej  onghft  to  have  adopted.  I  fliall  therefore  hope, 
my  honourable  friend  will  not  offer  his  laft  motion  to  th» 
Houfe,  or  in  cafe  he  docs,  that  it  may  berejefted. 

Lord  Howe  ro&  to  i^ply ;  he  faid,  from  what  the  honoufa-  LmiBgmti 
ble  gentkman  had  thrown  out  relative  to  the  pumplilety  it 
waff  pretty  evident  he  either  thought  that  he  had  beevt  con- 
cerned in  writing  it,  or  that  it  was  written  with  his  cogni- 
zance :    he  aflured  the  honouraUfe  gentleman,   thA  neither 
was  the  cafe;  he  had  not  feen  nor  had  he  heard  of  the  pam- 
phlet, tiH  it  was  received  by  him  at  his  country-*hou(e  ;  he 
did,  however,  guefs  at  the  author,  for  whom  he  would  fay 
thus  much ;  tfa«^  hi»  affertion  relative  to  the  hongurable  gen- 
tleman, was  fo  far  near  the  truth,  that  when  he  was  in  Ame- 
rica, hr  had  been  told  that  the  honoisirable  gentleflAan  had 
there  faid,  he  thought  him  fuperior  in  force  to  Monfieur 
D'Eftaing.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  now  declaried  to 
the  Houfe,  that  his  fleet  was  excellendy  manned.     He  beg- 
ged leave  to  aiTert'  the  contrary ;  his  fleet  was  very  far  from 
being  well  manned ;  it  was  true,  when  the  alarm  of  the  Toulon 
fquadron' being  near  the  Hoc4c  was  firft  givbn,  all  forts  of 
perfons^  many  who  had  been  to  fea,  and  many  who  had  ne- 
ver been  on  Ihip- board,  came  down  with  the  c;reateft  alacrity, 
and  oflfered  their  forvice  on  board  the  fleet ;  he  (hould  be  un- 
grateful in  the  hi^eft  degree,  if  he  did  not  give  them  infi- 
nite credit  for  their  fpirited  condu£l  on  the  occafion ;  but  ho 
Ihould  be  unworthy  to  hold  a  naval  command,  if  he  deemed 
fhips  fo  fflled,  ihips  well  manned.    The  confequence  proved 
it ;  for  (iach  time  he  put  to  fea,  and  failed  after  D*£ftaing^ 
his  fick  increaled  amazingly,   and  he  was  obliged  to  lan4. 
them,  once  upwards  of  jto  at  a  time,  in  order  for  their  re- 
covery, and  to  prevent  thofe  who  were  well  on  board  the  fleet 
from  being  encumbered,  in  cafe  of  an  adion,  which  was 
wTiat  they  expefted  every  day.    Indeed  as  he  went  out  ex- 
prefsly  to  fight  D'Eftaing,  and  as  the  fleets  were  on  the  point 
of  enpaging^  when  Mo^eur  D'Eftaing  fuddenly  altered  hit 
courfe,  and  bearing  away  to  the  fouthward,  was  foon,  from 
the  ftat6  of  die  weather,  out  of  fight,  the  honoyrable  gen- 
tleman had  no  right  to  fay>  that  every  thing  was^  not  dome^ 
3  that 

Digitized  by  V300Q IC 


2S2  PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1779, 

that  the  nature  of  affairs  would  admlt^  to  bring  the  Toa^on 
fquadron  toadion. 

He  utvlerftood^  indeed^  that  the  gentleman  had  quitted 
,the  profeflion  for  fome  time ;  but  that  a  inan  who  had  ever 
been  in  it,  fhould  have  fo  totally  loft  all  ideas  of  it,  as  to 
to  talk  of  piecing  out  a  line  of  battle  with  frigates,  a* 
gainft  a  great  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  of  mudi  fuperior 
fhips  !  He  did  not  know  what  term  to  give  to  fioch  argu- 
inent«  The  gentleman  had  talked  of  fifty  and  fixty-gun  (hips 
being  equal  to  feventy-fours^;  and  diat  a  finall  (hip  fup^ 
ported  by  a  frigate,  could  beat  a  large  fhip*  Pofiibly,  bis 
Lordfhip  faid,  in  a  fingle  engagement :  and  poffibly  alio,  a 
finaller  (hip  might  fingly  engage  a  much  laiger  one  with  fuc« 
cefs,  by  the  fuperior  gallantry  of  commanders  and  men — 
But  to  transfer  this  reaibning,  uncertain  in  the  caie  even  of 
fingle  (hips,  to  a  general  engagement  in  a  great  line  of  bat- 
tle !— *No  man  could  argue  fo  who  knew  what  a  line  of  battle 
was ;  for  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  frigates  probably  could  not 
aA  at  all ;  and  the  fmaller  veiTels  certainly  with  increa(ed  dif- 
ad  vantage,  againft  the  combined  and  greatly  multiplied  force 
of  the  fuperior  line. 

His  Lordfhip  took  notice  of  the  iniinuation,  of  growing 
too  great  for  the  ftate.  His  Lordfhip  a(rured  the  Houfe,  that 
no  man  felt  more  ardour  to  ferve  his  country  than  he  did ; 
but  he  begged,  that  as  men  of  coniideration  and  honour, « they 
w6uld  weigh  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  he  (hould  fuppofe 
to  them.  If  an  officer  who  accepts  a  command,  in  America 
fuppofc,  is  thwarted,  difappointed  and  deceived  in  that  com- 
mand by  the  minifter  for  the  American  department ;  if  an 
officer  who  is  appointed  to  a  naval  command,  meets  with  no- 
thing but  neglects  and  injuries  from  the  admiralty ;  if  the  firft 
Lord  of  thai  department  fcts  all  his  power  againft  alt  the  credit 
and  charader  of  that  officer,  I  can  prove  what  I  fuppofe, 
and  will  go  into  the  proof  whenever  tlie  Hou(e  pleafes. 

.The  honourable  gentleman  had  afierted  that  New  York 
was  able  to  defend  itfclf ;  that  the  fleet  might  have  been  hauled 
up  the  river,  and  the  banks  lined  with  men  to  annoy  the  oae* 
my,  and  at  leaft  keep  them  off'till  Admiral  Byron  came  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  whole ;  New  York,  the  mere  port  of 
New  York,  was  .totally  out  of  the  queftion  ;  it  was  not  worth 
a  moment's  confideration  ;  the  armv  was  the  obie£t  to  be  taken 
care  of,  and  if  the  fleet  had  been  lo  hauled  up  the  river,  what 
was  to  become  of  all  the  vi£tualling  tranfports  from  Great 
Britain  and  elfewhere,  of  the  packets,  and  a  variety  of  odier  . 
vefllls  daily  to  be  expe£led^  and  materially  liece^^  te  be 
provided  for  i 
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Hfs  Lordlhip  concluded, — I  feci  myfclf  proFeffionalljr  called 
upon  ;-*-^ut  I  (hould  not  mention  my  rank  in  the  fervice, 
nor  allude  to  any  little  abilities  or  experience  I  may  poflefs  in 
it)  if  I  coutd  not  fupport  my  opinion  by  argument,  and  ap* 
peal  for  its  undeniable  certainty  to  every  Teaman  who  knows 
what  fervice  is.— I  can,  therefore  afliire  the  gentleman,  that 
Admiral  Howe  will  not  apply  to  Captain  Johnftone  to  in- 
firud  him  in  the  elements  of  his  profeiSon. 

Governor  J^hnfttm  in  reply,  declared,  although  he  was  no  Govmior 
more  than  Captain  Johnftone,  that  he  would  not  give  up  his  7^*^ 
experience  to  Admiral  Howe,  or  any  other  admiral  what^er  % 
he  had  feen  as  much  fervice  at  the  noble  Lord  ;  and  had  been 
in  more  battlesJ"  What  he  had  offered  relative  to  the  affair 
between  the  ]^ngli(b  and  French  fleets,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  latter  off"  Sandy  Hook,  he  fubmitted  to  the  H^  ufe  as  his 
opinion;  an  opinion  not  theoretically  formed,  bur  founded 
on  profeffional  knowledge ;  nothing  that  had  failed  from  the 
noble  Lord  had  siffbrded  him  the  leaft  renfon  for  altering  hit 
fentiments  ;  and  he  fo  far  differed  from  the  noble  Lord,  that 
inftead  of  refufing  to  ferve  in  thit  moment  of  public  exi- 
gency, he  would  take  any  command  that  fliouid  be  offered 
to  him;  many  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  well  knew  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  he  would  not  have 
accepted  of  any  employ  againft  that  country,  becaufe  ha 
thought  the  war  unjuft  in  its  end,  and  opreffive  in  ttt  prin* 
ciple  and  mode  of  carrying  on  ;  the  cafe  was  now  materially 
altered ;  this  country  had  done  every  thing  which  became 
her,  to  convince  America  of  her  readinefs  to  ad,  refpeding 
the  United  States,  with  lenity,  with  moderation,  and  with 
juftice,  France  had  perfidioufly  broken  her  treaties  and  fe- 
duced  America  into  an  offenfiye  league  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  in  fuch  a  crifis,  it  behoved  every  man  who  felt  properljr 
for  the  iniured  honour  of  his  country,  to  ftep  forward  ^na 
offirr  bis  fervice;  he  for  one  was  ready  to  exert  his  utmoft 
abilities  in  any  capacity  that  government  might  think  proper 
to  employ  him.  If  his  country  called  for  his  fervices,  fo  far 
from  attempting  to  prcfcribe  the  pondition  on  which  he  would 
ferve,  he  would  accept  even  the  command  of  a  bumboat ! 

Lord  George  Germain  2,voi7fc6  havine  himfelf  altered  the*-^^ 
deftination  of  Byron's  fquadron  from  Halifax  to  New  York,  ^'"■•'■* 
and  having  himfelf  fent  the  difpatches  by  packets,  inftead  of 
by  tranfports  under  convoy,  both  which  alterations  he  ac« 
counted  for  on  the  grounds  of  neceffity  and  found  policy. 
His  Lordihip  faid  that  mmiffry  had  been  deceived  by  Mon- 
fietir  la  Mothe  Piquet,  and  that  Monfieur  Gerard's  going  on 
board  a  (hip  of  the  Toulon  fquadron  might  be  a  mere  feint, 
fUid  ought  pot  by  any  men  ia  office  to  be  admitted  as  an  un« 
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donubk  proof  thajt  the  fleet  were  de&\ncd  for  Aj^iol  His 
Lordiiiip  fposke  to  the  condu£l  of  the  comouffioofir8«  and  in 
CQfitcadi^iiQA  to  what  Mr.  Fox  had  faid,  in  bit  opouog,  de- 
liied  that  the  commiiRoners  had  given  up  eireqr  thii^* 

He  acknowledge^)*  that  the  iltuation  of  pnblic  affiura  was 
fuch  as  to  render  it  necefiarjr  to  make  conceffiona  to  Ameri- 
gi  i  but  fioce  the  Congreis  hsid  te'jt&ed  thofe  terms,  and  coai- 
mitted  their  cau&  to  the  events  of  war,  he  did  not  chink 
.that  this  country  was  by  any  means  bound  to  abide  bv  tiiofe 
terms,  fhould  fuccelles  on  our  part  entitle  us  to  infis  jupon 
better  terms* 

Col.  Barr/.  Colonel  Barre  charged  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon, 
juid  his  coadyitors,  with  aiming,  like  aiTaffins,  at  the  life  of 
Admiral  ICeppeL  He  drew  a  parallel  between  Governor 
J^hnflone's  bay  log  ^ventured  to  hold  a  p/ofeffioqal  opixyoa, 
in  oppofitian  to  jSmb  judgment  of  Lprd  Howe,  and  i^mical 
Palliier's  calling^  In  queiuon  the  condud  of  bia  oonunand- 
ing  oiEcer,  Admiral  JSueppel. 

Ceneni        General  Cejuwqj^  faid  hie  thought  the  nobk  Lord's  aflcrtion, 

^^""^'i*  that  tJ&is  jpQuntnr  was  not  bound  to  abide  bv  bcr  teopa  of  Itlt 
j4i9Xf  w^  a  moft  alarming,  declaration.  He  (aid  h^  faw  vary 
.clear]^  itbat  fuch  an  aiTcrtion  migbt  do^infioite  mi^hiff^  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  %  ibmethin^  in  pnfatinn, 
and  not  fuifer  an  aiTertion,  which  xended  to  infinunte  that 
•  tbh  country  had  no  fincerity,  and  never  m^^t  ao  Ipecp  Jser 
^^itb,  to  go  out  of  the  Houfe,  ^uch  mo^e  Cq  reach  America, 
avbere  it  would  fprsad  great  alarm,  ^d  auy)|t  aggF^vnft:  and 
iencreafe  the  animodcies  that  at  pxciei^  ibibufted  betw^M  the 
pfQ  countries.  After  diiipuffing  both  fides  of  the^Mfiv  <he 
Gcnw^\  laid  he  tbougbt  be  could  not  with  Vny  CPg<f'<i  to  ffutk 
and  reaibn^  avoid  giving  his  vote  for  the  motifo. 

Sir  j^bn        Sk  Jfibn  WrituSp  declared  he  nyas  npc  a  Utnle  iMWzed  at 

mmtefitf.  pj^jjat  the  honour4)le  gentleman  ovqr  lixe.  w^c^G^Pproor 
Johnftonel  had  faid,  relative  to  the  grqat  ptoaiy  which  he 
faw  at  Philadelphia  when  he  was  there.    That  he  h^A  him*    i 
fdf  Qxared  in  the  diftreflesof  the  army,  and  fi>  far  fr/raifm«yiA|    \ 
fthe  lyxvirics  of  the  table,  which  the  honourable  jfltflfmiB    | 
had  defcrihrd  to  abound,  iij  America,  be  had  ofien  exptrieacd 
abe  gxeateft  difficulty  to  obtain  even  the  neceflaries-Of  life. 
He  l^kewife  had  never  heard  of  the  %umtity  of  bnoid^  or  the 
^xmoiuhs  provlfions  on  Rhode  Ifland,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  talked  of. 

^^f^  Mr.  Fox  Uugbcd  at  Govenior  Jobnftone'sideaofiWi^cbjng 
ififniall  iOiip  and  a  frigate  againft  a  French  eighty,  and  cidiculed 
^e  do&rine  that  Imall  ^Q^s  were  n^re  powerful  than  large 
^ps  of  the  linet  and  which  cautipd  a  heavier  weight  of 
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metal ;  oUervine  that  if  the  fad  were  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  flated  ic^  (that  a  50  gun  Ihip  of  oors,  was  equal 
to  a  French  64)  by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  our  frigates  were 
the  raoft  ferviceable  (htps  in  point  of  tonnage  and  fize  of 
gunSf  of  any  in  the  navy ;  and  that  Lord  Tomngton,  Lord . 
Anfon,  Lord  Hawke,  and  other  feamen  who  had  prefided  at 
the  board  of  admiralty,  had  moft  egregioufly  erred,  and  grofsly 
mis-fpent  the  public  money  in  building  74  gun  (hips,  80  gun 
fliips,  and  firft  rate  men  of  war. 

The  Hottfe  divided  on  the  firft  motion  :  for  it  135  \  againft 
it  209. 

March  23  and  25. 

No  debate.  \ 

March  26. 

Mt^  Hartly  movti  <*  That  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  hh.Bgrti^. 
committee,  that  they  do  not  provide  for  the  fum  of  535970 iK  % 

7s.  7|d.  one  of  the  articles  of  theextraordinaries  of  the  army, 
Kfenedtothe  faid  committee,  as  applied  and  invefted  in  tiie 
purchafe^of  Spaniih  and  Portugal  coins  for  the  ufe  and  fervico 
of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North  America,  until  this  Houfe 
fliall  have  made  a  further  enquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
fame,  and  vouchers  have  been  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  rela* 
tive  thereto/'  He  pre^K^  ht9  motion  with  an  argument  re- 
fpeSing  the  nature  of  the  eftimate  of  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  then  on  the  table.  He  faid  that  there  were  7000 
provincials  in  the  fervice  and  pay  of  this  country,  of  wnich 
the  miniftry  took  not  the  fmalleft  notice;  that  in  h£k  their 
method  was  to  come  year  after  year  to  that  Houfe,  and  defire  * 

^e  Houfe  to  voce  immenfi^  fums  without  ever  giving  an  ac- 
count bow  thofe  fums  were  applied.  That  it  looked  like 
fuppreffing  the  7000  provincials,  and  concealing  from  the 
Houfe  that  they  were  paid  by  Great  Brttaim  He  therefore, 
in  reiiftance  ot  fo  nnconftittttional  and  irregular  a  proceeding, 
took  the  proper  parliamentary  mode  of  refufing  to  grant 
more  money  till  he  knew  how  what  had  been  granted  had  . 
been  applied.  He  complained  that  the  army  accounts  were 
not  adjufted  for  full  fifteen  years  after  the  money  was  voted 
gnd  ifiued  for  the  army  fervice* 

Lord  North  faid  that  it  was  impoffible  to  give  exad  accounts  hni  lUnb* 
of  the  expendij^ure,  for  they  had  them  not  tbemfelves.  That 
the  only  accounts  that  they  cpuld  give  Parliament  was  an  ac* 
count  of  the  iffues  of  the  onooey.  That  the  commander  in 
chief  drew  for  it,  and  applied  it.  That  the  Houfe  well  Jknesr 
we  h^'i  many  provincials  in  buf  fervice  and  pay.  That  the 
preHInt  number  was  7000,  and  he  heartily  wiihed  there  were 
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mor?*  That  they  were  the  beft  fotdiers  fi>r  the  Amfericiii  firr- 
vice ;  they  co|l^'  us  nothing  tranfportmg,  a|ud  they  miit  up 
f9  nfucb  (rrengjth  gained  from  the  enemy,  which  w%$  a  dou- 
ble advantage.  '  (ic  aCured  the  honourable  gentleintn»  that 
miniAers  Jiad  no  intention  of  keeping  the  knowledge  of  tb^m 
from  Parliament.  That  he  veiiiy  believed  it  would  be  the 
moft  difficult  thing  to  conceal  an  army,  and  that  no  army 
had  been  concealed  flnce  the  time  of  Mr.  Bayes,  in  the  Re- 
hearfaK  He  acknowledged  Parliament  bad  a  right  ^o  an  ac- 
count, as  foon  as  it  co^ld  be  made  out,  of  the  application  of 
the  money  voted  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  byt  be 
(hould  be  obliged  to  oppofe  the  prefenc  motion. 

Sir  jfdam  Fergufon  did  not  approve  of  the  motion,  becaufe 
he  thought  it  premature,  but  he  faw  the  neceffity  of  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  coniider  of  fome  better  and  (hortcr  aie« 
thod  of  ftating  and  pafiing  the  public  accounts* 
General  Conway  was  of.  the  fame  opinion. 
Sir  Philip  Jfnmngs  CUrke  faid,  he  coijld  prove,  by  wit* 
npfles   whom  he  could  bring   to  the  bar,  that  the  noUe 
Lord  had  not  accepted  of  the  loweft  temu  that  were  ofered 
klm  for  furnifbing  the  campa  with  hay,  oats,  and  bread,  iaft 
fummcr ;  he  accepted  of  the  bigbeft  terms.  He  could  not  plead 
ip.  favour  of  this,  that  the  refpeAability  ofthe  roan  was  the 
cau&  of  bis  predeli&ion,  fince  very  high  and  loud  complabu 
had  been  made  agatnft  him  frpm  every  quarter.      Many 
other  inftaoces  of  a  fimilar  nature  he  could  prove  at  the  bar 
q(  the  Houfe,  if  permitted, 
M*  Bmf>      Colonel  Barri  recalled  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  the 
rum  contrad,  which   was  not,  he  faid,  the  only  point  of 
criminality,  that  came  out  in  the  committee  appointed  laft 
yCAr  againft  the  noble  Lord,  but  that  of  itfelf  was  fufficieat 
to  have  induced  that  Houfe  to  have  afted  much  more  fotemn*" 
\j  in  the  matter.    He  could  not  help  thinking  it  flrange  that 
his  Lordlhip,  in  the  very  firft  contraft  he  eve^  made^  Ihonld 
be  fo  impofed  upon  as  to  buy  an  article  at  4jr,  4d.  to  be  de« 
livered  in  Jamaica,  which  he  could  have  purchafed  in  Loo-^ 
don  free  of  all  charges,  at  2s«  ad.     Yet  fuch,  he  fsud,  was 
the  conduft  of  the  noble  Lord ;  and  notwithftanding  this  evi- 
dent impofition  on  the  part  of  the  contra£tor,  after  a  ccr* 
tain  time,  inftead  of  finding  his  miftake,  he  only  doubled 
it.    After  a  ftill  greater  time  he  double!  Uie  fecond,  fo  that 
time  had  no  other  effeft  upon  his  mind  but  in  making  him 

^uander  greater  foms  of  the  {ublic  money* 
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Lord  Narib  fitid,  lie  muft  defend  his  condoft  With  refpeft  U.  A<rfk 
to  the  coatra£t  for  r^m ;  it  was  made  during  the  receft  of 
thecreafary,  at  a  time  of  the  greateft  urgency,  and  when  he 
could  not  have  fufficient  opportunity  to  make  the  neceflary 
enquiries  into  the  prices  at  market ;  the  articles  were  want- 
ed for  the  artny  immediately ;  hc.  therefore  thought  that 
by  taking  the  rule  of  the  navy-board  for  his  line  of  con- 
duft,'he^  could  not  do  wrong,  of  wKich,  however,  he  was 
entirely  ignorant :  be  did  fo,  and  t&kdt  the  bargain  at  4s.  4d« 
Some  time  afterwards  a  fecond  bargain  was  made  with  die 
fame  gentleman,  at  the  ran!ie  price,  for  a  larger  quancity  j 
and  after  this,  the  commander*  rn  chief  in  America  made  a 
thin]  contra  A  with  him ;  fome  time  after,  when  it  was  taken 
up  in  the  Iloufe,  it  came  out  that  the  navy  contta£t  included 
feveral  articles,  and  that  rum  was  not  more  than  three  OxiU 
lings ;  upon  which  the  former  contrafts  were  referred  to  ar- 
bitration. In  all  this  he  did  not  think  that  Mr.  Atkinfon 
impofed  upon  him ;  he  looked  upon  him  as  a  very  proper 
man  to  execute  the  contradr.  As  to  the  other  contract  that 
he  enjoyed,  he  had  at  firft  had  the  ufual  mercantile  commii^ 
iion  of  two  -and  an  half  per  cent,  he  had  not  nbw.  more 
thaa  one  and  an  half.  He  concluded  with  iaying,  that 
thefe  aflertions  were  true,  upon  his  honour ;  that  he  wiflied 
to  be  judged  by  them,  and  was  willing  to  ftand  or  fall  by  their 
veracity,        .        . 

Colonel  5^»T/faid,  he  would  take  the  noble  Lord  at  hhi^^^^rrff 
word,  joined  iffue  with  him,  and  proved  from  the  evidence 
in  the  enquiry,  and  the  information  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  (a'  committee  cbnfifting  of  fixtccn  gentlemen, 
his  own  friends,  oppofed  to  five)  that  fo  far  from  the  occa- 
sion being  urgent,  the  contraft  was  made  in  the  month  of 
September,  and  the  fcrvicc  Was  not  to  be  ocrfonned  till  the 
fummer  following.  He  added,  that  molt  enormous  fums 
of  money  had  been  drawn  for  in  bills  by  governors  of  the 
iflands,  and  the  fuperinteildatit  of  the  Indians,  without  leave, 
without  powers.  Thefe  bills  had  not  been  protefted,  except 
thofe  of  one-  governor,  who  was  ordered  home  in  confequence 
of  if. 

The  qneftidn  was  negatived ;  when  the  fpeaker  left  the 
chair,  ind 

Mr  ^Jenkm/on  md^  J  xhzt  a  futn,  not  exceeding  2^026,  X37I.  Mr.  JaUb; 
be  granted  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  the  yeary«** 
2'778.    He  fXid,  that  this  countr/was  not  b  well  adapted 
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.   ito  Qeconomy,  nor  fo  capable  of  maoagingthc  ^cxpcnditoTc  of 
its  monies,  as  a  monarchial  ftatc. 

CoL  B»ri^  Colonel  Barre  made  fome  obferyations  on  the  very  extraor« 
dinary  account  of  the  cxtraordiharies  of  the  preient  year. 
He  fhewcd  the  great  incrcafc  of  them,  by  comparing  them 
to  thofe  of  former  years*  He  pointed  out  the  employing  a 
man  as  fuperintendant  of  the  importation  of  provilions  at 
Corke,  at  thoufands  a  year,'  COOoU  one  year,  7000L  another 
and  1 1  yOOoU  this.  The  unconftitutional  procedure  aflumed  by 
the'  governors  of  the  Wpft  India  iflands,  and  by  the  fupcr- 
indendant  of  the  Indians,  of  drawing  for  the  money,  the 
grofs  unaccounted  fuoos  faidto  be  paid  for  pcovifions  to  thofe 
garrifons  where  there  are  no  men,  or  next  to  none,  and  l*e« 
veral  others. .  .  , 

Mr.  Bmrhi.  Mr SBurte  called  upon  the  fecretary  at  war  to  inform  the 
Houfe,  how  it  came  to  pais,  that  the  year  before  the  vic- 
tualling the  army  ihould  be  but  416,000!.  and  odd  pounds, 
and  this  Vear. be  6211, oooK,  and  odd,  when  we  had  one  entire 
army  lc:is,,  many  fewer  tioops,  and  much  lefk  afUve  em- 
ploy. 

At  ten  minutes  pad  twelve  the  queftion  wa;^  put,  and  the 
.206,1371. , were  voted. 
Adjourned  to  the  2^th. 

March  29V 
Report  of  the  army  extraordinaries, 
./f'^r-J^fSvi'     Mr.  Hufiy  aflced  fome  <]ueftion$  refpefting  the  profit  upon 
the  coiitraa  to  fend  the  Spanifh  filver  and  our  guineas  out 
to  America,  for  the  payment  of  the  army. 

Mx.HMrilty:  Mr.  Harley  (who  had  the  contra£b)  anfwered,  that  every 
'ihilling  he  had  been  paid  by  government,  was  remitted  to 
.  America,  and  that  the  commiflion  of  one  and  an  half  per 
cent,  thie  expence  of  freight,  and  the  expence  of  infurancc, 
were  all  paid  out  of  the  profits  ariiing  from  the  courle  of 
exctuuige,  but  that  it  was  impof&ble  to  ilate  the  exa£t  ba- 
lance till  the  whole  account  was  worked  up  and  finally 
fettled. 

Mr.  FtM*  ^  Mr.  Fox  oppofed  the  bringing  up  the  report,  and  repro- 
'bated  in  very  fevere  terms  the  indecent  manner  in  which  fo 
large  a  fum  as  2,026,0001.  had  been  voted  laft  nig^t,  for  tiie 
extraordinaries  of  the  army ;  he  faid  enormous  as  the  fnm 
was,  it  was  voted  in  the  lump,  haftily,  of  a  fadden,.and  at 

"•***'  a  late  hour  of  the  night;  he  declared  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  incur  a  degree  of  guilt  in  acceediog  to 
that  vote ;  and  begged  the  Houfe  to  notice,  that  he  took 
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the  'eaclieft4>pportunuy  .of.protefting  againft  ityand  defirii^ 
that  he  might  not  be  ixwolvcd  in  the  cflmjftality.    .  He  fai ; 
he  had  many  reafoo^  for  hot  agreeing  to  the  vote  of  thQ 
committee^  an<^  foe  not  confirming  that  vote  in  Parliameati 
but  none  which  weight  more  with  him  than  the.  very  alarmr 
ing  declaration  of  a  noble  Lord  in  Uie. debate  of  that  day 
fe'ennight  [Lord  O.eorge  Germain]  that  tjii^  country  was 
not  boand  bv  the  tcrma, held  out  to  America  laft  year  bj 
the  commiilioners.    .  He  faid^   it  was  a   new   inftance  of 
breach  of  faith  in  minifters,  and  a  confirmation  of  the  opi- 
Dion  pretty  generally   entertained,  that  their  eonduft  re* 
fpc&ing  i^UDoerica,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to 
the  prelent  hour,   was  one  contjnuqd  feries  of  falfehood, 
treachery  and  deceit.      He  aifertcd,   that  this   nation  was 
readered  defptcable  in  the  ^yesof  all,f)arope,'  b^r  the  vn- 
ftcadioefs  and  womanifh  wejiknefs  of   adminiftration;    the 
great  deje&ioii}  and  the  cohfequent  humility  which  they 
felt  and  cQnfcffcd  on  every  trifling  piece  of  bad  news  which 
arrived,   and  t^e  ridiculous  extravagance. of  W  and  lofti*- 
nefs  of  lai^guage  which  they  exhibited  and  auunoied  when-^ 
ever  they .  heard  of  the,  fucceis  of  our  arms^  let  that  fuc- 
cefs  be  of  the  moft  infignificant  nature.      He  contended^ 
tbatth^  noble  Li>rd's  declaration  i^tot  only  dtfgraced  ^ovprn* 
vent,  but  mi^ht  be  the  caufe  of  the  unnecelTary  contmuance 
of  the  ws^r  with  America^  and  might  render  an  union  be<* 
twe^a  the  two  xouatries  impradicahle  at  prcfcnty  if  not  ul* 
timljtely  iippomble.   J^cforc'he  concluded  his  fpeech,  he  re- 
peat^ tl^,a^qrtion,  and  in  particular  inftanced  the  dan^ 
gerous  aqd  deftfu£^ive  copfeq^uences  of  fucb  a  declaration,  to 
all  thole,  w)ift^  r^h}PS  ^H..  ^^^  SP^ '  ^^^  ^^  Great  Britain, 
had  come  in  v^nde^-.  tne  influence  of  the  terms  oflered  to 
Am^ri(^  ];)y  th^  cotpin>ii!ioners,  ^nd  wl^o  had  a.  right  to  a 
due  performance  of  e^ich  i^parate  prpppfltion.    If  there  had 
been  but  a  fingle  indiyidual  whocame  in,  in  confequeace  of 
the  procIaiDation^  heaflertcd  that  the  faith  of  this  country 
was  pledged  to  tbaf  individual,  and  that  individual  was  bafely 
betrayed  if  miniftcrs  aflerted  that  they  Were  not  bound  by 
what  the  comnf  iiEoners  had  publiihcd,  becauTe  the  con^reTi 
of  America di^  not  chuie  to  cloie  with  their  propofltioi^s,. 

Lord  George  Germain  rofe  in   defence  of  his  former  a^U*<^Mrp 
fcrtioo^ '^hich  he  f?iid  he  would  maintain  upon  the  groutids  %^"** 
of  jufhccy  reafon,  and  common  fenle.     His  Lordfhip  faid^ 
if  one  party  ofiered  terms  to  another,  and  that  party  re^ 
jefted  thcr , terms  oflered,  it  was   abfucd^a  the  extreme  to 
i  aiitrt 
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tffttt  that  the  pait^r  propofiag;  the  terms  were  bcmtid  to 
abide  for  ever  by  their  proroCtions.  If  that  were  the 
cafe,  America  might  purfue  die  war  to  the  laft  extremity, 
wndcr  the  idea,  that  when  they  could  carry  it  on  no  longer, 
they  had  it  ftill  in  their  power  to  accept  the  terms  of 
1778;  In  proof  that  the  commiffioners  had  neither  pledged 
themielves,  nor  committed  Great  Britain,  as  had  been  al- 
ledgcd,  his  Lordfhip  read  a  part  of  the  declaration  of  the 
commiffioners  previous  to  their  quitting  America,  which  ex- 
prtfsly  gave  notice  to  the  Americans,  that  they  (the  com- 
miilioners)  had  been  honoured  with  their  commiffion  in  rain, 
knd  that  America,  having  rejefted  their  propofitions,  muft 
not  expeft  the'  fame  liberal  terms  fi-om  Great  Britain  in 
future. 

This  his  Lordfhip  alTerted  was  a  full  and  clear  anfwer 
to  what  had  been  (aid  refpefting  the  aft  of  the  commif* 
fioners ;  at  the  fame  time  he  begged  to  have  it  under* 
ftood,  that  it  was  not  bv  accident  that  he  let  drop  his 
declaration  on  Monday  laft;  he  fought  the  occaifion  to 
fay  it  in  a  full  Houie,  and  he  was  glad  of  the  opportu^ 
nitv.  He  never  was  more  clear  in  any  one  pbint,  that  he 
haa  in  the  coUrfe  of  his  life  endieavoured  to  maintain,  than 
that  this  country  was  not  bound  to  abide  by  her  terms 
of  laft  year,  but  God  forbid  he  (houM  be  undeffh>od  to 
hint  that  this  country  was  not,  as  yet,  diipofed  to  treat 
with  America  on  thofe  terms;  he  meant  po  iuch  matter. 
The  ailment,  however,  that  Great  Britain  was  boond 
to  abide  by  thofe  terms,  told  againft  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  the  Houfe ;  where  was  bet  liberality-,  and  where 
was  the  gratitude  of  the  gift  ?  If  at  any  futmre  time  (he 
Ihould  thmk  proper  to  accede  to  a  treaty  with  America  on 
the  terms  ofiered  laft  year,  if  (be  were  abford  enoQfl;h  to 
fay  that  (he  could  not  depart  from  thofe  terms,  ana  was 
bound  to  abide  by  them,  let  them  be  looked  up  to  as  de- 
firable  terms,  whenever  America  wasfo  ditpofed.  His  Lord** 
fhip  alfo  read  a  part  of  the  commiffioners'  firft  prodama-^ 
tlon  on  their  arrival  in  America,  in  which  they  ftated 
the  fincerity  of  their  profeflions,  and  promifed  to  at»de  by 
them,  let  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  turn  out  as  it 
might, 
eovernor  Governor  Johnjiont  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Geoi^ 
y^b^Qfu.  o^nYiain]  always  treated  America  as  a  foreign  enemy,  and 
not  as  rerolted  fubjeds  whom  we  wiih  to  reclaim.  He 
utgued  tbrneceffity  of  coming  to  fome  dtfttfaft  propoBtioa 
"^    •  '    .  as 
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2s  to  €fa<jipt»>ioa  of  Qrcat  Britaiiii  nrfpudiog  Ainerie«,  u4 
thresKeqcd  u>  jdqvc  fome  propofitioB  of  that  kipd  if  oo* 
body  dfc  ivo^ld. 

Mr.  Burh  entered  into  a  review  of  the  whole  argument,  Mr.  Mmrkt, 
and  after  iOkating  the  ffrouodt  of  it,  contended  tiiat  this 
couDtrv  wa^  l^ond  tp  abide  by  the  terms  offejred  laft  yc>r; 
be  laiJy  the  commiffioners  were  underfti^d  to  have  fpokca 
the  lapgpage  €^  Great  Britain,  and  not  their  own  privtttr 
ientiments ;  thaf  coafcquently  they  had  either  been  wammt^ 
ed  in  their  public  prpfeffions,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
fu}^rted^  or  they  Qught  to  (k  puoiib^  for  bfiving  exceed'* 
cd  their  powers, 

Mr.  Edtn  laid,  that  he  was  much  forprifed  when  AeUr.Bicn. 
^ueftion  before  the  Hoqie  related  to  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  down  to  the.  year  1777,  to -feel  hiqifelf  call- 
ed upon  to  difcnfs  a  qneftion  reincAing  the  negptiation 
of  the  Kinjg;*s  cQOimiflionen  in  the  year  1778.  That 
he  could  Mfifh  the  iioufe  would  more  effeftually  concur 
with  their  Speaker  in  checking  this  defultory  aiodeof  bring- 
ing forwards  every  poiHblc  fubjeft  on  every  poffihie  occa- 
fioQ.  It  vfas  his  fettled  opinion,  with  rdpeft  to  America 
queftio|^  in  general,  that  in  our  prefent  iituation,  the  difi 
cuiEon  of  them  could  not  be  productive  of  any  one  good» 
bat  might  eventually  be  the  ciiufe  of  much  miichief.  That 
the  gepdemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  fo  for-* 
t^ard  on  thefe  occ^ons,  did  not  know  their  own  wei^t,  or 
the  weight  of  Parliament,  but  were  too  apt  to  eftimate  it 
by  the  ui>fortujiate  tfhSts  which  fome  of  ils  proceedings 
had  producpd  in  the  colonies.  That  the  manner  in  which 
cnir  debates  are  reconiidered,  canvafied,  and  mifrepnefented^ 
aod  mifondcrftopd  in  America,  could  only  be  conceived  by 
thofe  who  had  ieen  it|  and  had  already  been  fully  defcribed 
by  his  colleague,  •  That  as  to  the  particular  matter  now 
brought  £b  abruptly  before  the  Houfe,  as  it  had  been 
ftaicd  by  very  rcfpewablq  members,  with  ftrong  expreffions 
of  ferioufnefs  and  appreheniion,  it  certainly  was  material  to 
give  fiitisfa&ion  upon  it  both  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the 
world  in)^neraU  That  expreflion  dropt  by  the  fecretarjr  of 
flate  on  a  former  occafion,  if  taken  as  an  abftxaA  political 
troth,  wat  certainly  accurate ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  in^ 
difpouble  than  that  Great  Britain  is  not  bound  at  all  times^ 
and  in  all  circtqnftance^^  ,t9  give  the  fiime  terms  of  aocom* 
modatipjp^  Hf^  imitanaed,  that  ove  of  the  terms,  or  more 
pioperiy  %efi(Ju^jgl9IMiilG|CM0^^  tfaecooi* 
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iBilfiot^ers,  liad  been  an 'arrangement  impeding  tbe  Ame* 
ri«aki  debt*  -  That  upon  a  fuppofifton  of  Great  Britain, 
by  the  recent  a£ts  of  Farliamcnt  refpefling  ihc  charters  and 
taxation  (which  aAs  he  confidered  as  forever  itiviokblc) 
having  admitted  herfclf  in  fome  degree  to  have  given  the 
firft  provocation,  the  commiliioners  might  have  thought 
It  reafonable,  by  means  of  the  quit-rents,  or  othervriie,  to 
fbwn  fome  plan  for  arranging  the  debt  incurred  in  confc- 
euence  of  that  provocation.  But  the  catifes  of  the  provoca* 
Qon  havine  been  generoufly,  explicitly,  and  eternally  re^^ 
nouncedy.ir  a  reparation  ib  ample  were  difreg^rded^  it  was 
.  neither  juft  nor  reafonable,  nor  indeed  praAicable,  to  un- 
'  '«  dcrtake  the  arrangement  of  a  debt  which  the  rebel  leaden 
sntght  blindly  and  obftinatelv  increafe  to  ten  times  its  prefent 
magnitude.  That  this  abftra£l  propofition  had  been  ex* 
pHcitly  ftated  by  the  commiffioners  in  their  manifefto  and  pro- 
clamation, and  had  tnerely  been  repeated  by  the  fecretary  of 
ftate  in  his  olace  in  Parliament.  That  he  was  forry,  however, 
that  it  had  been  fo  repeated,  and  had  expreiTed  his  concern  to 
fome  friends  who  were  fitting  near  him  at^he  time;  becaufe 
coming  from  fo  high  an  authority,  and  being  fo  timed  and 
ciraumftanced,  it  certainly  was  liable  to  mifreprefentations 
and  mifinterpretatiolis  which  mi^ht  do  real  tnifchief.  He 
amid  fay  as  an  American  commiifioner,  and  without  hefi- 
tation,  that  though  he  could  avow  the  ftri£^  juftice  of  the 
f«iition,  he  totally  difavowed  the  expedience  of  recurring 
Co  it ;  and  fo  long  as  he  *  (hould  have  the  honour  of  being 
employed  in  the  commiflion,  could  venture  to  aflure  Parlia- 
ment, that  he  Ibould  z&  bondjide  and  facredly,  in .  refpefi  to 
anv  panicular  colony  or  colonies  deiiring  once  more  to 
enjoy  the  bleffin^s  of  peace,  in  a  manner  that  he  was  con- 
vinced would  gfve  pn^ent  fatisfadion  and  permanent  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  to  fuch  colony  or  colomes,  and  would 
alfo,  he  hoped,  merit  the  approbation  of  this  country,  to 
which  the  commillionefrs  muft  and  ought  to  be  refponfible 
for  every  cii-cumftance  of  their  coodu£t. 
General  General  Conway  faid,  that  he  had  taken  notice  of  the  noble 

Ctn^sf.  Lord*8  fLord  George  Germain]  declaration  on  the  night  it 
was  made,  as  a  matter  that  required  immediate  difcuflion. 
He  was  tlierfore  very  glad  to  fee  it  now  brought  on,  for  the 
^kfrofthe  Americans,  and  of  this  country. 
VLNwth.  '  L<»nl  I^wtb  alTuped  the  Houfe,  that  the  declai^tion  made 
i)^.thenoUe  Lord^did  not  origi-nate  with  him;  it  had  been 
inada  in  j^l^^^v-aD^affertiQ^^il-tieo&cr.f^^ 
\>\.:.*  '.a  Britain 
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Britaia  is  f6t  eyer  bound  to  the  teritas  offered  by  the  dommif- 

ironers.  And  he  then  gave  it  as  his  own  opinion^  ihat  Great 
Bricaih  is  A6C  formally  bound  to  grant  all  the  conceffiohs 
made  by  the  commiffioncrs,  as  they  had  rcjefted  tbem ;  but 
there  was  one  which  had  been  granted  by  an  exprefs  aft  of 
Parfiament,  which>  though  not  abfolutely  irrevocable,  wis, 
in  faft,  abfolutely  binding,  which  was  the  renunciation  bf 
thie  right  of  taxation  for  ever, 

In  all  other  refpefts  he  declared  it  would  be  proper  to 
grant  them  all  that  was  promifed  by  the  commiffioners ; 
and  even  if  our  arms  fhould  prevail  againft  them,  he  would 
ftill  think  it  right ;  but-  he  would  not  infer  from  that  any 
Itgal,  abfolutre  obligation  under  any  p6fRl')le  conduft  or 
behaviour,  however  bad  on  their  part,  that  Great  Britain  is 
tied  down  to  abide  by  thefe  terms  to  eternity.  His  Lord- 
ftiip  dwned,  that  he  thought  the  prefent  appearances  of 
fuccefs  were  the  confequences  of  the  promifes  made  by 
Great   Britain;  and  IB   far  as   regarded  individuals  or  pr6-  • 

vinces,  who  fhouUI  return  to  the  allegiancfc  of  this  couritry, 
they  certainly  had  a  right  to  all  the  conceflions  offered. 
He  hoped  this  being  underftood,  would  prevent  all  mifun- 
derftandiog  in  America^  and  that  the  friends  and  correfpoA- 
dcnts  of  America  would  reprefent  it  in  a  Jjropcr  light. 

Rt.  hon.  T.  Townjhend  faid,  he  could  not  give  his  confcnt  Rt.  Hon.  T. 
to  the  bringing  up  the  rfeport,  without  further  fatisfaflion  On  ^9^^f>^* 
the  manner  of  expending  the  large  fums  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment. This  produced  a  con verfation  on  the  rum  contra^. 
Lord  North's  influfcnce  at  the  India  Houfe,  and  other  accu- 
fations  by  Colonel  Barre  and  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  but 
nothing  new  was  advanced.  The  Houle  divided  on  the  re- 
port; fbr  it  142,  againft  it  78. 

Sir  tViHiam  Howe  moved,  that  his  correfpondence  with  the  SiTff)!tiam 
fecretary  of  ftate  [fee  the  correfpondence,  page  253,  &c.  of  laft  ^•^'" 
volumcj  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the  22d  of  April, 
which,  after  fome  debate,  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 
March  30,   31,  and  Jprit  I  • 

Ko  debate.     Adjourned  to  April  15. 
Jtpril  15. 

No  debate. 

April  16. 

Lord  North  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  rizht  of  printing. Ld.  Nwtb 
Almanacks  had,  for  upwards  of  two  centuries,  been  enjoyed 
cxclufively  by  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Camb:idge, 
and  the  company  of  ftationcrs.     That  the  right  had  been  ex- 

Vot.  XI .  Aim  exercifcd 
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ercx&i  in  confequence  of  certain  royal  erants,  which  haul  till 
very  latelv  been  held  to  be  full  and  legal  authority.  That  the 
ftationers  company,  carrying  on  a  trade  in  Bibles,  Pialters, 
mod  Almanacks,  had  for  a  long  time  been  the  fole  venders  of 
the  latter,  and  had  paid  the  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cam* 
bridge  an  annuity  of  500/.  each^  for  the  transfer  of  their  right 
to  print  Almanacks.  That  the  two  univeriities  had  employ- 
ed this  fum  for  the  benefit  of  learning,  having  printed  m  nam- 
'  ber  pf  books  ufeful  to  (ludents.  That  it  was  owing  to  this 
annuity,  that  fuch  elegant  editions  of  the  Bible,  Common 
Prayer  Boojc,  &c.  came  from  the  prefies  of  each  univerfity. 
That  within '  the  laft  three  years,  a  private  ftaiioner  had 
fought  pioper  to  combat  the  right  of  the  ftationers'  compa- 
ny, to  print  Almanacks  to  the  exclufion  of  other  traders. 
'  That  thfB  matter  had  gon?  through  a  long courfe of  litig:ation, 
the  iflue  of  which  was,  that  the  courts  had  determined  that 
the  right  w^s  not  legally  ypfted  in  the  company.  The  ftatio- 
ners' company,  therefore,  having  their  own  tit]^  fet  afide, 
and  imagining  the  title  of  the  two  univerfities  was  equally 

{precarious,  as  it  originated  in  a  fimilar  manner,  rei'ufed  any 
onger  to  pay  for,  or  exercife  the  right  of  printing  Almanacks, 
jTuppofcd  to  be  vefted  in  the  two  univerfities.  The  lofs  of 
thefe  annuities,  his  Lordihip  defcribed  as  a  matter  which 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  univerfities,  and  pre- 
judicial to  the  caufe  of  learning.  He  p.  inted  out  the  pro^ 
priety  of  allowing,  in  this  ca(e,  that  the  right  of  printing 
Almanacks  (hould  be  legally  given  to  thofe  who  had  fo  long 
enjoyed  it  without  abufe,  and  who  had,  by  a  variety  of  court 
decrees,  been  led  tp  imagine,  that  the  grants  under  the  au- 
thority of  which  they  exercifed  it,  were  competent  to  em- 
fiOw^T  them  to  hold  tfie  right  e^cclgfively.  He  concluded  bis 
jf>ceoh  with  moving,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  *^  a  bill 
«  JFor  vefting  the  fole  right  oiF  printing  Almanacks  for  the  tim^ 
to  come  in  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxfprd  and  Cambridge, 
and  the  company  of  ftationers  refpedively." 
Mr.TfmMf.  Mr.  Turner  faid  he  fayr  no  reaton  why  the  ftationers*  com- 
pny  fhouid  have  an  exclufive  right  to  print  Almanacks  more 
than  any  other  perfon.  He  ()id  not  lijce  the  motion,  becaufe 
it  tended  to  introduce  a  novelty,  and  to  authorife  a  monopoly. 
He  declared,  he  had  not  any  wilb  to  deprive  the  univerfities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  of  an  advantage  ;  ot;  the  contrary, 
'  he  thought  they  deferved  every  encouragement  which  the  Ic- 
^iflature  could  give  them,  but  he  did  not  fee  that  the  prefent 
/notion  tended  to  procure  them  any  material  benefit;  500/. 
was  too  paltry  a  fum  to  warrant  the  creating  a  monopoly  in  a 
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trade  which  ought  to  be  open.  He  had  much  rather  that  the 
fuo),  if  neccflbry  for  the  fake  of  public  learning,  (hould  be 
paid  fpecificaUy  to  each  uiyverfity  for  that  purpofe^  oiit  of  the 
public  money*  Indeed,  the  univerfities  might  them felvcs  fave 
it  oat  of  their  refpe£kive  revenues  annually^  by  only  puttine 
up  a  chimney-piece  lefs  every  year,  or  checliing  the  incteaie 
of  their  architedural  ornamenu.  The  univerfities  Were  two 
of  the  richeft  corporate  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  affeded  by  the  lofs  of  fuel)  a  trifle,  as  500/.  a  yeat 
each. 

Right  hon.  7.  Twmfiand  begged  leave  to  fet  his  honourable itt.hon. r. 
friend  right  \  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  ^«*^<^ 
were  very  far  from  being  the  richeft  corporate  bodies  in  the 
kingdom  \  on  the  contrary »  they  were  not  even  rich.     He 
couunended  the  motion,  thought  it  extremely  proper^  and 
hoped  it  would  meet  with  no  oppofition. 

lUx.Jackf^n  (counfel  to  the  board  of  ti^e  «nd  uhlverfity  Air.  7«r44 
of  Cambridge)  urged  the  utility  of  Almanacks,  and  the  ne-/^ 
celEty  of  their  being  printed  under  authority,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  them  the  vehicles  of  authentic  infofma* 
tion.  He  enlarged  on  their  import  to  literature  and  to  reli- 
gion, declaring  that  the  liturgy  was  fcarcely  intelligible  with- 
out them  I  he  mentioned,  that  fcveral  did  ftatutes  in  the  davs 
of  King  Henry  VL  enforced  the  obfervance  of  certain  reli- 
gious fafis  smd  feftivals,  under  very  fevere  penalties,  and  that 
it  was  impoflibJe  to  afcertain  the  moveable  fafts  and  feafta 
without  a  zoxx^Ql  Almanack.  He  concluded  with  remarking^ 
that  the  careful  prefer vation  of  the  liturgy  was  properly  vefted 
10  the  head  of  the  church,  whence  he  argued  the  analagous 
wifdom  of  yejlilig  the  right  of  preparing  and  printing  Alma* 
oacks  in  the  two  univerfities  and  the.ftationers'  company. 

Mr*  Demffter  faid  the  noble  Lord's  declaration  j  that  the  ^r.  t)t»^, 
voice'  of  law  had  proclaimed  the  exclufive  right  of  printing^'^- 
Almanacks  illegal,  was  to  him  a  fufficient  ground  for  obje£l- 
ing  to  the  motion^  That,  added  to  this,  he  thought  it  high- 
ly unjuft  to  deprive  an  individual,  who  had  put  himfelf  to 
the  trouble  and  expence  of  a  law-  fuit  with  an  optilent  body  of 
men,  of  the  enjoyment  of  that  right  Which  the  laws  of  his 
country  had  declared  he  was  warranted  to  exercife.  That, 
inftead  of  incurring  a  lofs  for  his  public  fpirit,  the  individual 
ought  to  be  rewarded  and  encouraged^  for  having  laid  open  a 
trade.  Which  had  for  fo  lotig  a  pefiod  as  two  centuries  been 
illegally  monopolised.  That  all  monopolies  were  odious  and 
unjuft  \  and  although  be  did  not  wifli  to  deprive  the  two 
univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambrtdgt  of  500/.  ayear  eacb^ 
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he  could  not  confent  to  agree  to  a  motion  fpr  » UN,  au- 
thorifing  the  ftationrrs'  company  to  bold  the  trade  of«maii»- 
fa<ft<iHng  Almanacks  exclttiively,  the  proftt  of  which  every 
individiial  ftationer  had  a  right  to  participate  ifi.  He  ridi- 
culed thjc  idea,  that  the  liturgy  of-  the  church  of  England  was 
uninfdlfgible  without  an  Almanack. 
Mr.  a/M-  \f  r.  Atintagu  obferved,  that  every  gentleman  feemed  agreed 
'^"'  to  favour  the  univerfities,  though  fome  obje£led  to  favouring 

the  ftationers^eoi»pany-.     He  faid,  the  trade  of  Almanack- 
making  and  fellinev  was  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  ought  not, 
like  other  buftnel&s,  to  be  exereifed  atthe  will  andpieafure 
^every  ignorant  perfon,  and  therefore  thought  the  flauioners' 
.company  were  the  iitteft  hands  to  place  it  in. 
Mr.  K$uu        Mr.- /J*>ttj  faid,  that  though  monopol^fes  in  general  dijfcnred 
oppofiti'oti)    ytt  that  there  were   many  branches  of  trtde, 
which,  for  a  variety  of- very  obvious  and  cogent  reafons,  re- 
•*  quired  legfel  rtftrl^'bn,  and  that  it  was  no  uQcommoQ  thing 

for  the  leglftaturc  to  intetpofb  its  authority  in  fueh  caf^Ss  ;  ihat 
the  bufin^s  of  making  and  felling  Atmanacks,  in  particular^ 
called  for  legal  refttiSi on  ;  that  in  every  proceeding  of  the 
courts  of  law  and  eq^uity,  the  dates  of  monthi  and  yea/s  were 
moft  material  points  ;  it  was  highly  necefliry  therefore^  for 
the  fecuri^y  of  the  property  of 'th*  fu^^je*,  that  tt-fltouM  not 
be  in  th^e  power  of  any  man  to  prim  a  partial  Almanack-,  or 
ah  Almanack  calculated  to  f.erve  Torn*  particular  purpoTe.  Al^ 
ifianackflought-not  to  be  prihted  at  random,  but  the  rightof 
printing  'herfi  ought  to  be  vefted  in  fome  body  of  peopj^e,  not 
likely  tQ  abufc  that  right,  and  capable  of  continuing;  to  exer- 
clfe  It  With  that  care  and  pun^uality,  indiipenfably  requifite 
in  a  work  of  fucH  conthual  reference  on  the  moib  important 
occafions  as  ^tn  Almanack. 
••.       *       The  motion  agreed  to. 

Tbeorderof  the  day,  to  go  into  a  commatttc  on  India  af- 
fairs. 

Lord  Vifcount  Midieton  took  the  chair. 
Adm.  Admiral  Pi^ot  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  various  cfrcum^ 

P/^«r.  ftandes  attending  his  brother's  (the  late  Lord  Kgot)  having 
been  appointed.  In  April,  1775,  by  the  hon.  the  EJafr- India 
company,  governor  of  Madrafsand  Fort  St.  George,  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  company's  ff^rces  in  that  prefidency  j  his 
voyage  to  India,  hkk  arrival  at  Maidrafs  in  Dec.  1775 ;  hia  fct* 
ting  off  for  Tanjore  on  the  30th  of  March^  1776,  in  oHer  to 
reftore  the  Rajah  ta  the  throne  of  hi^  anceftors,  agreeable  to 
the  inikru<jlions>oCthe  court  of  difeftwa-  and  general  court  of 
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propoiefeom;  hi»  ftstutn-.to  MMliiff  &oi»iTa«iJQyr«  on  Cho  $th 
of  lkh)ir ;.  the  poqc0eA0f}»  aiyd  reMAktuMMicifi  ti^OMfiU  of  M»r> 
drftfs,  wktif^  tx>  his  conduit  while  ia  Tippro  ; .  the  mode  of 
their  aiyeftiog  hrinft.in  Aiigttfl,  ^iT^j  ^nd  cofivoyi ng  him  uti^ 
dec  the  cuftody  of  C<4E)Ad  ^uart  and.CoJooQl.EdtngtKMi  to 
S^.  Thomas's  Mount ;  th^  aider  of  th4  niejv  and  klfttrt&ti 
council  to  Colonel. Stuact^  to  acqiuint:Lor(tPift0t,.that  in 
cafe  of  SLOf  attempt  (.^  rdc^^  him,  jb'ls  life  muibarifwer  it ;  tho 
attcmftof  LieufienaittrCol.QDel  ii^iogtonv  on  theiTtbofthfi 
fanve.  n^onth^  to  rea»o«er  kti»  LbnMvp^  to  .Chm|ltipiift  ;  his  dc^ 
claration,  that  he  would  not  be  carried  ta  amy  other  pltce^ 
alive ;  their  fuflkriilgdonctft  rviMin:  at  tht  inottm,  where  he 

bifr  (u|^n§s ;  liia.eii0ieft<j9aQmiiief)d8tfa>o<  to  all  hia  friends: 
not  to  ftir  09  das  ccc^iton  ^  a8dbis«:oiH:inutng.  a  priAsACS  tilb 
the  I  itbof:  May,  1777^  when  he  dfed:at  thfi  mount* 

TheJkdmiraleniorged.oi^each  particuUc  as.  he  ftatcdit^ 
and  fjaoloD  with'  a  wianaitii»o€aff'c&4c(a«fi9F,.theb  cbarader  xjfhin 
de^eaitptt^MFothor,  whioh.did  him  thp  bigheft;Credit«.  Hepaint*^ 
ed  the  conduA  of  tJus^new  council,,  aa  moft  violent,  un)uft,i 
and  unpnecedfsntpd  ;  de^Urcd^  that  th.en;  jnesvcf  had  exiited  a 
more  worthy  man  than  the  late  Lord  Pigot^.  thait  in  his  fitui-. 
tion  he  was  remarknUe  for  his  uprightoer^^  and-his  immovacble 
integrity;  that  he  was  offkred.t^a  lacks^of  pagodas  to  wicti- 
hoiachB.iieinflatemeiHfof^  the  Raj^h  of ; .Tartjoce^  only  fo^  a: 
fhort  timer;  that  refufingt  an  additional  efier  was  made  06 
five. lacks  more*  worth  in. the  whole,  fix  hundred .thoufaod 
poundii;  that  while  in  India,  he  had  noK^bj^  in  view,  but 
the  intcreft'of  the  Eaft^  Ind^ta  company,  and  a  >pun£t^l  com* 
pBancadm ch' their  inftru 61  ions.;  tha«  in. return  for  fuch  Uuda« 
blecoadftdlv  his  per fonal. freedom  was  fuddenly  and  difj^ae^* 
fully  irwaded  ;  be. was  deprived  of  his  .liberty,  and  at  length. 
oChis  li^  no.  man  kotvJt  how.  Aa  a  proof,  that  he  was  abovo 
the  influence  of  that.fpec^a.  of  corruption^  which  faps  the 
whole.  fbundatiiNi  of  thexompaAy's  tnade  and  governnoeat.  at 
Madrais,  hei  declared  hia  bradier  died  fd  poor,  that  bis  fon« 
in4aw,  Mr.  M^ncktcHiy  was  under  the  neoeffity  of  fellifig 
aU  his  houfes  and  efeda  in  India,  in  order  to  pay  his  dqbt9 
there.  Aftier  having  dwelt  on  the  feveral  points  of  his  bro-<- 
ther'acondtiA'and  treatment,  he^faid,  he  had  feveral  refolu-. 
tioas  to  pi^peie  tA  the  coofidecation  of  the  committee,, but  he 
wifhfid  firft  tat  know,  if  any  further  proof  was  required  by  the 
Committee^  of  the  various  fads  he  had  ftaced,,  befides  the-pa<^ 
ptratheaon  the  table,  as  he  was  ready  to  fubftantiate  every 
panacalar  byjpothMi  evidcnceatthe  bacof  the  Houfe*. 
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Mr.  Strtt'      Mr*  StrstUn  faid,  he  did  not  Imaigiiie  the  konourable  admi- 

*^  ral  bad  intentionally  mis^ftat^  any  part  of  what  had  paftd  in 

India  relative  to  his  brother,  but  nethougbt  it  incumbent  on 

him  to  fct  him  right  where  he  bad  erred  in  his  fpeech.    He 

had  declared,  the  council  of  Madrafs  approved  of  hiacondud 

while  in  Taniore  \  he  begged  to  fay,  that  the  council  was  very 

far  from  entirely  approving  hit  conduft  there  \  he  read  the 

minute,  from  whence  it  appeared,  that  particular  exceptions 

were  made  by  three  or  four  difFerest  members,  to  particular 

.   tranfiiftions  of  Lord  Pigot,  while  employed  in  reftoring  Tan- 

jore  to  the  Ra^ah. 

Admiral         Admiral  Ptgoi  faid,  that  be  conceived  fhe  majority  of  die 

^^t^'        council,  in  like  manner  as  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  pailed 

for  the  whole ;  that  the  minute  of  approbation  was  figned  by 

the  majority,  and  therefore  he  was,  he  prefumed,  warranted 

to  fay  his  brother's  conduft  was  approved  by  the  council. 

Tbe  admiral  defired  to  call  an  evidence,  to  prove  the  attempts 

made  to  influence  the  council,  and  to  bring  them  oVer  to  fup- 

port  the  Nabob's  intereft,  in  oppofition  to  the  company's 

meaning.    The  committee  agreeing  to  this, 

Gnrgt        '  Gurgi  Dawfin^  Efq.  was  odled  to  the  bar,  and  underwent 

^to/w,     2t  long  examinatbn. 

^'  The  fubftance  of  Mr.  Dawfon's  evidence  was, 

*'  That  he  was  one  of  the  councilof  Madrafs,  previous  to, 
and  during  the  revolution  in  the  government  of  chat  prefidency ; 
that  he  had  always  voted  with  Lord  Pigot,  becauie  he  thou^t 
his  Lordihip  right }  that  he  was  offered  a  confiderahle  bribe 
to  ftay  away  from  council,  and  particularly  if  he  would  ab- 
fent  himfelf  on  the  day  that  the  fending  Mr.  Rufiel  as  refi- 
dent  to  Tanjore,  was  to  be  debated ;  that  the  gSer  was  made 
him  by  the  Nabob's  Tons,  as  he  prefumed,  on  the  part  of  their 
father ;  that  he  had  frequent  converfations  on  th^  fubjed  with 
the  Nabob's  fons  ;  that  no  European  was,  as  he  recolleded, 
prefent  at  either  of  thofe  converfations ;  that  he  could,  not  fay 
what  was  the  particular  amount  of  the  fum  offered  him,  but 
he  was  fure  it  was  a  lack  of  rupees  at  leaft ;  that  he  could  not 
recoiled!:  the  fpecific  hour  or  place  in  which  the  ieveral  con- 
verfations were  held  ;  that  he  was  one  of  the  council  who  ob- 
jefted  to  Mr.  Benfield's  claim,  which  confided  of  tankas  or 
ailtgnments  from  the  Nabob  on  the  Tanjour  country  to  tbe 
amount  of  250,000).  that  no  fervant  of  the  companv,  civil 
or  military,  was  prefent  when  the  Nabob's  fons  made  nhn  the 
offer  of  a  bribe  to  ftay  away  from  council ;  that  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  had  advifed  him  to  abfent  himfelf  as  defired  ;  that  the 
bribe  offered  him  was  a  lack  of  pagodas,  and  not  a. lack  of 
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rupees,  that-.tMrefore;  inftead  of  12,500/.  it  amounted  40,edoA 
that  he  did  not  kninr  of  any  bribe  having  been  accepted 
bf  other  members  of  the  council,  but  that  ne  had  feen  the 
Nabob's  fons  in  the  boufe  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher.'' 

As  &on  as  Mr.  Dawfon  was  withdrawn*  Admiral  Pigot  Admiral 
moved,  by  way  of  refolution,  ^'^'^^ 

That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  George  Lord  Pi- 
got,  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  was,  on  the  2^4th  day  of  Au- 
|ufi,  1776,  arrefted  by  a  military  force,  and  carried  and  con- 
fined under  a  military  force  at  the  houfe  of  Major  Home,  at  a 
place  called  the  Mount,  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  the 
town  of  Madrafs  and  Fort  St.  George,  of  which  he  was  go* 
vernor  and  commander  in  chief;  and  that  the  faid  George 
Lord  Pjgot  continued  in  confinement  under  a  military  force 
for  near  eight  months,  that  is,  from  the  24th  day  of  Auguft, 
1776,  until  the  nth  day  of  May  following,  when  he  died. 

Sir  George  Pf^embwell  oppokd  this  refolution,  arguing  upon  Sir  George 
the  impropriety  of  that  Houfe  interfering  with  a  matter,  ^«**«^^- 
which,  according  to  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Eaft-India 
company,  fell  folely  under  their  jurifdidion.  He  faid,  that 
agreeable  to  the  charter .  of  the  company,  they  had  the  fo- 
vereign  powtr  of  appointing,  fuf pending,  and  difcharging, 
and  of  rewarding  and  puniibing  their  fervants ;  that  in  the 
cafe  of  Lord  Pigoi,  every  proper  ftep  had  been  taken  to  pro- 
cure aucbeiTtic  tnforihation  of  the  real  truth  of  the  whole  af- 
/air;  that  a  general  court  had  done  him  fo  much  juftice,  as 
to  order  his  reftoration,  as  (bon  as  it  was  known  that  he  was 
depofed ;  that  Governor  Rumbold  had  it  as  a  material  part  of 
his  inftruc^ion,  to  inftitute  an  enquiry  at  Madrafs  as.  foon  as 
be  arrived  there,  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  full  account 
pf  the  particulars  of  the  noble  Lord's  having  been  arrefted, 
the  condu£l  of  thofe  by  whofe  orders  he  was  confined,  and 
the  manner  of  his  death  ;  that  the  (hip  which  was  to  bring 
thefe  particulars  was  daily  expelled,  and  for  what  he  knew 
was  then  arrived  ;  that  Governor  Rumbold  had  already  fent 
over  word,  that  he  had  fet  apart  a  day  out  of  everyVcek  for 
the  purpofe  of  purfuing  the  enquiry  ^  that,  therefore,  the  mat- 
ter was  gradually  approaching  to  a  termination,  and  would 
now  foon  be  concluded.  That  if,  when  the  authentic  par- 
ticulars reached  England^  the  diredors  were  negligent  in  pro- 
ceeding upon  them,  or  did  not  do  their  duty,  it  would  then 
beapropermeafure  to  apply  to  that  Houfe  for  Yuccour;  that 
at  prefent  it  was  unneceflary,  and  an  z&  of  prejudication  re- 
fpeding  the  gentlemen  accufed.  That  if  the  admiral  chdfe 
to  prof9Cutey  the  courts  of  law  were  open  ^  but  that  the  pro* 
'         I  prietors 
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{vrkloes  were  fatisA^,  and  every  tbfftg  rcfp^^ifg  ite  compa- 
ny in  a  flottri&ing  fttce  both  at  h6ine  «tid  abr^tf  i  tfabt  die 
profits  of  their  trade  were  greater  for  the  two  laA  yean  than 
,  rbey  had  ever  bec«  ;  that  it  was  eviiant^  the'tx  mtlitaiy  in  the 
Indies  were  in  4  proper  ftate  from  their  hte  fuccefs  |  ^at  ten 
days  after  they  received  orders  to  mbrch  agafnft  Potidfcherry 
they  took  the  held  ^  <that  he  faw  no  reafon  far  ftirring  in  the 
bufincis  at  all  at  pref^^nt,  much  left  for  that  Hdufc  to  inter- 
fere in  a  matter  in  which  they  had  no  coti(^m. 
A^m.  Pi£ot*  Admiral  P/^o/ faid^  the  cdurt  of  dirc£bors  had  proceeded 
gradually  with  a  witncfs  !  That  his  brother  had  now  been 
dead  two  years,  and  np  ftcp  taken  to  punifh  thofe  who  de- 
prived him  of  his  liberty  ;  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
talked  of  his  wifhing  to  eo  to  law,  he  aiTnred  him  he  had 
not  gone  a  ftcp  in  the  Rufinefs  without  the  bcft  advice  of 
the  moft  learned  of  that  profeflion.  That  he  had  in  Au- 
guft  lafl  fcnt  to  the  India- Houfe  the  opinions  of  feveral  very 
able  lawyers,  but  the  diref^ont  were  fo  giadual  lA  thc;r  man- 
ner of  doing  bufineft,  that  he  received  no  anfwer  till  Oc- 
tober, and  then  that  anfwer  gave  him  no  fatisfa6tion«  The 
admiral  alfo  mentioned,  that  the  mode  of  inftituting  an  en- 
quiry in  Madras,  into  the  conduft  of  pcrfbns  in  England, 
was  a  glaring,  as  well  as  that  of  puffing  up  bills  againft  the 
corners  of  the  ftrccts  of  Madras  (defirirtg  that  all  who  had 
any  thing  to  depofe  relative  to  the  late  revolution  in  that 
prefidcncy  would  come  and  make  oath  of  it  before  the 
town  clerk)  was  an  idle  and  nugatory  mode  of  proceeding. 
lA.  North*  Lord  North  thought,  as  the  motion  did  not  complain  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  ;  the  words,  **  being  a  member  of  this 
Houfe,"  mio;ht  as  well  be  omitted. 

The  objeftion,  however,  was  over-ruled,  and  the  motion 
was  put,  and  carried  nemine  contradicentCy  as  were  the  two 
following : 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  eomitiitt^e,  that  George 
Stratfon,  Henry  fiiooke,  Charles  Floycr,  Archda'c  Palmer, 
Francis  Jourdon,  and  George  Mack  ay,  Ef^irs.  did,  on  the 
23d  day  of  Auguft  1776,  form  thcmfclves  info  a  council/ 
and  did  confer  the  command  of  the  army  and  the  garrifon  of' 
'  Fort  Saint  George  on  Colonel  James  Stuart,  ordering  him 
to  arrcft  the  perion  of  George  Lord  Pigot,  their  governor 
and  commander  in  chief,  ^nd  to  put  the  fort,  garrilbn,  and 
fort-houfe,  under  their  command. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  court 
•fdireftorsof  the  Eaft  India  Company  have,  by  letters  of 

the 
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the  4th  of  July,  1777,  and  of  the  ftjd  of  Dedcmbcr,  1778, 
to  their  prefidency  at  Madras;  ordered,  that  courts-martial 
Ihottld  be  held  for  the  trial  of  Col.  James  Stuart,  CoL  Eding- 
tonn,  Maj.  Home,  andCapt.  Lyfaught,  for  having  arretted 
and  confined,  under  a  military  forc6,  their  governor  and 
commander  in  chief,  George  Lord  Pigot, 

Admiral  Pig9t  next  moved.  Refolved,  that  It  is  the  opi-  Admitil 
oion  of  this  committee,  that  an  hnmUe  addrefs  be  prefcrit'ed^V'- 
to  his  Majefty,  praying  his  Majefly,  that  he  would  bc^gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  eive  direftions  to  hid  attorney  general,  to 
profecttte  George  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles  Floyer, 
and  George  Mackey,  Elqrs.  for  ordering  their  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  arrciled  and 
confined  under  a  military  force ;  they  being  returned  to 
England,  and  now  within  the  jurifdi£lion  of  hi^  Majefty's 
courts  of  Weflminfter-HalL 

Mr.  Grggory  (one  of  the  direfiors  of  the  Eafl-India  com-  l*r.(7f»- 
pany)  role,   he  faid  to  give  his.reafbns  for  wifhing  that  the'^'** 
committee  would  agree  to  the  refolutions  moved  ;   and  by  ^ 

their  fandion,  warrant  the  legal  proceeding  againfl:  thofe  of  . 

the  council  of  Madrafs,  who  depofed  and  imprifoned  Lord 
Pigor,  the  legally  appointed  governor  of' the  prefidency.' 
He  faid,  he  did  not  entirely  approve  of 'the  conduA  of  Lord 
Pigot,  previous  to  his  being  deprived*  of  his  'power  as  gover- 
nor and  imprifoned ;  but  he  could  by  no  means  agree  that 
the  violent  meafures  purfued  by  the  (rouncil,  were  coniiflent 
either  with  their  duty  to  the  company,  or  that  refpeft  which 
was  certainly  due  to  the  perfon-'  of  Loid  Pigot,  as  the  gover- 
nor, appointed  by  the  court  of  dtr^dors,  and  fent  out.under 
the  authority  of  the  general  court.  The  inftruftionsor  or- 
ders of  the  general  courts,  he  declared  ought  to  be  held  ia- 
cred  by  their  fervants  in  India,  and  never  departed  from, 
except  in  cafea  of  the  utmoft  emergency,  and  then  not  with 
violence  or  precipitation,  but  with  the  greateft  caution  and 
coolneit,  and  as  mucli  attention  to  them,  as  the  nature  of  tht 
cafe  would  poiiibly  admit.  If  Lord  Pigot'sconduft  had  been 
fachas  was  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  the  company,  or 
the  good  government  of  the  prefidency,  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  would  have  been  toliav^-encercd  a  proteft  a^inft 
the  goveipor's  condu£^,  fpecifying  wherein  it  was  oppoute  to 
the  welfare  of  the  company  andprdidency,  and  to  have  tranf- 
mitted  that  proteft  home.  'Had  that  line  been  purfued,  he 
ihould '  have  had  no  objeftion-to  noting  either  a  Icvere  ccn- 
fare,  ot had-ii^tppe^red  neccffary,'the ultimate  removal  of 
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iMi  fkgs^  txmfk  the  gcHrernorlbip*  la  fqnMr  ctfiBi>  tiw 
mode  ot  proceeding  had  been  adopted^  and  tke  difllmiioee 
jNToperly  and  happily  adjufted.  To  puifue  any  other  method 
'  wet  to  eodaoig^r  the  entire  pofieffions  and  property  af  the  com* 
paoy  by  a  civil  war ;  property  and  pc^emons  wjiidi  badoeca* 
boned  a  thirty  years  war^  and  coft  this  country  immeDle  fcms^ 
as  well  aithe  loft  of  maoy  fobjcfiU,  ^  The  veiy  idea  of  fqcb  a 
hazard)  was  enough  to  make  z  thinking  mind  &udder  ;  every 
thing  therefore  that  tended  to  move  a  civil  war,  was  a  oM* 
ler  of  abundant  nicety,  and  oi^t  never  to  be  ventored,  but 
on  the  inoft  prcfHog  neceffity.  Parliament  he  tboii^,  for 
thefe  reaibas^  AiouM  feiste  the  prefent  OQcafion,  and  bjr  agree- 
ing to  the  refolttCiona^,  aflift  the  company  in  their  vifiMa  to 
J  convince  their  fervajHt  abroad^  that  their  takii^  upon  them 

^o  vioUte  the  orders  of  the  oooipany^  and  proceed  to  the 
length  of  a  revolution  in  the  gorernmeat  of  a  pre6deocy, 
was  Qotinitfelf  a  flight  matter,  or  fuch  a mattor  as  would  be 
eaiily  overlooked,  either  by  die  eoinpany  or  by  the  legifla* 
tufe  of  Great-Britain. 

Mr.  S$rsf      Mr.  Strattcm  rofe^  he  (aid,  to  objeft  to  the  lafl  re<bltttion. 

"'  lie  then  ftated .  that  the  copduft  of  the  council,  was  not 

adopted  but  upon  th^  moft  pi^cff^K  neoeffity,  that  Lord  J^i- 
gpt*a  behaviour  was  in  the  higheft  d^ree  tyranical  and  aitM* 
trary,  both  with  refpeft  to  tjiie  council  and  in  refpe&  to  the 
Nabob.  That  his  vqidfhip  treated  die  latter  in  a  moft  inju* 
rionsTnanner,  threatening  to  fet  a  guard  over  his  pecfon,  and 
thqrebv,  as  well  as  by  other  ill-treatment^  esMiaif^ering  his 
iriendmip  to  the  company.  That  in  council  his  conduft  was 
equally  obftinate  and  infol^at;  that  he  did  not  govern  his^bO'- 
baviour  with  common  civUity,  and  if  he  once  took  an  idea 
into  his  head^  wpuld  hear  no  arguments  to  pcove  that  it  wae 
inconiiftent  with  the  intereft  of  Uie  company  and  of  the  pre^* 
iidency.  That  his  Lordfliip  w^  fo  irniated  on  fincUn^  tfao 
councU  were  not  unaniaioiis  in  fupporting  hia  piopofitioos, 
t^  he.icrupled  not  at  any  mode  of  attempt  to  gain  a  nti^a* 
nty ;  that  finding  common  attempts  firuitle^  he  took  the 
extraordinary  method  of  impeachmg  him,  (Mr.  Stratloa^ 
and/  Mr.  Brooke,  the  two  feaiors  of.  the  ooaacil,  ^ad  fuf- 

Ending  their  ppwer  of  a^iqg  as  coanfelldrs.  .  \That  finding 
^rd  Figot  had  afled  improperlv  in  Taujour ;  bad  a<&ed  ib  as 
to  difgun  the  Nabob^and  to  put  liis  frieodlIii|i^  to  the  company 
to  the  hazard,  and  had^  z&oA  in  the  council,  to  thepie)odice  ol 
the  ip^creft  of  both  the  eoippany  and  peefidency  ;  tfaofe  of  the 
couocijf  jtf  ha  werp  inftrymeataL  ia.jdqpofii^.  ^  goveinor^ 
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*t  noff  ^tiff  ^1^  <here  .wtsnd  odicr  poCUe  Ihw  of  eori* 
daft  ibr  tAi«B  to  pwfiiey  to  prefinrve  the  dompany'*  inteveils 
from  aMUole  nm,  but  by  depfivin^  the  goveraor  o^his  pd« 
wer.  This  raeafnrc,  Mr.  Stratton  contended,  was  not  put 
in  pradice  with  znj  viofence,'  or  any  w;lnt  of  itfpeA  to  his 
Loidfliip ;  it  was  nteeffarj  that  his  peribn  fhouk)  be  feized 
at  the  OKniettl  that  tHe  revolution  was  in  agitation  ;  but  there 
wss  BO  istoaciaft  of  ccmtiiuiiag  Lord  Prgot  as  »  prifoner.  It 
was  zh&  well  known,  t&at  he  might  hare  bad  his  liberty  in 
thfce  days,  had  he  diofen  to  accept  Ut.  So  far  wafs  he  from 
diTaMTQ^ng^hainng  taken  a  part  in  the  meafores  which  the  ho^ 
nooraUe  Admis&I  thought  fo  vc^henfible,  be  made  no  feru- 
pte  to  own  that  he  was  a  principal  moverof  theroToIutiotf, 
and  a  ptineipal  agent  tn  every  meafbre  purfoed  by  the  council 
refpefting  it.  He  contended,  that  the  meaiure  was  necef- 
fitfy,  expedient  and  flriAly  juftifiahle*  In  pnoof,  that  dioie 
neareft  the  fpot  and  moft  capable  of  judging  upon  it,  thought 
ii),  he  defined  tint  feveral  minutes  of  dbe  councrl  of  the  prei> 
fidency  of  Bengal  might  be  read;  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Bengal  Prefidency  watchfully  reptied  due  proceed* 
ingt  of  the  council  of  Madraft,  that  Uiey  from  time  to  time,  ^ 

Zit  their  optwm  of  every  meafnre  the  Madrafs  council  a-  ' 
pttd;  dntdief  were  particularly  difpleaftd  with  the  con- 
daft  of  irford  Pigot.  That  they  predifted  his  being  depofed, 
as  a  meafure  that  promifed  to  be  neceflary.  That  when  he 
was  depnfod,.  t&ey  warmly  approved  of  the  conduft  of  the 
council,  refpe£ting  the  revolution.  That  they  a^ain  and 
again,  expitfTed  their  endre  approbation  of  the  meainre. 

Mw  PurliMg  took  up  the  concluiion  of  Mr.  Stratton^s  Mr Afi^ 
fpcech,  and  declared  the  company  had  never  approved  of  tibe 
coodoA  of  the  council  of  Nfadrafs,  refpe£Hng  the  impriibn* 
meat  of  Lord  Pigoc  He  alfo  objefted  to  the  reading  of  mi* 
anlBB  of  thb  council  of  Bengal,  as  a  juftification  that  die 
meafiue  vias  warvantaUei,  declaring  that  perfosns  at  fo  great  a 
diftance  froai  Madrafs  could  not  be  competent  judges  of  what 
paiErd  at  that  pn£dency» 

Mr.  Strattm  decfaoed,  that  the  conneftion>  between  tfaeifr.AyMi*. 
couDcil  and  ^vemor  of  Bengal,  and  the  councSl  of  Mtdrafi^fM. 
waa  fo  immediate,  tiiat  the  former  were  certainly  the  befk     , 
jodgesoftheconduft  of  the  latter.  ^   > 

Mr«  Gifegmj  faid,  that  as  a  direftor  of  the  Eaft4o<fia  eom*  Mr.  0^ 
pany,  and  a  member  of  Pailiament,  he  mad^'nofcmpltf  torcr^ 
tSnt,  that  he  Si  not  think  tfaeconduft  of  the  codneil  of 
Miidi^  iA4epBfi|i|4ilei^^gOiffq«»   and  ONdting  kkn  a  pri« 
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.ibnrv  m^Ht^wjcoinplimcflt;  Thlt  there  hail  been  Md 
ft  great  number  of  court*  of  dkedors,  wad  general  courU  at 
the  Indk-hooie,  upRon  the  TuImbA  immediately  ibbfeqiieiit  to 
the  arrivaf  of  the  news  oik'm  England  ;  that  he  had  beeapre- 
ient  At  every  one  of  them  ;  and  never  had^.in  die  whole  conife 
of  his  iife^  attended  any  bofinefr  more  Aadionfly ; '  diat  (b  far 
from  rememberio|;  either  the  courts  of  proprietors  or  courts 
i^{  dire&ors. adopting  any  meafure,  or  coming  to  any  rcfeio- 
tion  which  (Carried  witbit,  the  leaft  appearance  of  countenan- 
cing the  tran&ftion,  he  was  pcMrfe&Iy  in  memoty,  that  their 
conduf^  w;artaated  no  fuch  infinuatton.  He  concluded,  widi 
exprefsly  dedartng;  that  the  dtrefton  had  in  all  their  pro^ 
ccedi0g9|  cautioufty  avoided*  giving  any  countenance  what- 
ever, to  diofe  of  their  fervania,  who  effoEted  the  revolotion  in 
the  government  of  Madrafs. 

The  .motion  was  then  read  and  agreed  to  nemm  centra* 
dicentej  * 

The  Houfe  was  refumed.    The  report  was  immediately 
made,  and  the  refolutions  were  all  agreed  to* 

A^oucned  to  the  19th.  *    • 

Jprtl  19. 
Mtp  r«K.        Mr,   Fox  rofe  to  make  his  promiicd  motion;  whidi  he 
gave  notice  of  before  the-  Eafterrecefs,  for  dae^  temovai;  he 
laid,  of  the  firft  Lord  6f  the  admiralty  fromhii  office,  and 
from  his  Majefty*s  prefcnce  and  councib. 

He  obferved,  that  he  would  take  up  very  little  of  die  time  of 
the  Houic,  He  meant  only  to  re-capitulate  the  fads  which 
he  had  brought  forward  in  fupport  of  his  former  propofitions. 
It  would  be  fufScient  barely  to  ftate  them,'  for  the  parpofe 
,  of;  calling  them  back  to  the  recoUeft^on  of  the  Home,  and 
prefent.^bem  auiew  in  two'difierent  forms  ;  munely,  as  the 
ilate  of  the  navy  in  1778,  bore  a  xolatbn  to  the  naval  po- 
w'er  of  ^FrancC)  and  its  comparative  ilrength  with  that  of  a 
/ormer  period  of  naval  preparation  juid: war  in  this  country. 

To  the  motioiL  itfelf,.  as  a  propoiition  to  which  the  aflent 
of  the  Houfe  was  deiired,  he  expe£ted.to  hear  one  pUufible 
.,..  and  general  anfwer  given.'    He  expe&ed  to^hcar  it  objeAed 

..   K)  as  t6taUy  deftitute  of  anv  proof  to  fupport  it. 

It  will  bp  faidy  have,  not  the  fafts,  or  prefumed  fads,  which 
have  been  urged  on  former  occasions,  beenrojefted  by  fo 
.^.'^  ,\t  Jmny  dift^ft  negatives  in.die  manner  dicy  were  feparatcly 
.propoffd  ?  That  is,  (hall  we  now  agree  to  come  to  a  gene'r 
xal  vote  of  ;Cenijire  u^  an  acasfation,  i^ikh  has  been  ne- 
^ativedM^  aU  aiaconftstiwiepBiti  h.  ShiU  we^  in  the  capacity 
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of  jiK^es,  |)tooeed  to  a  direfi:  cenfure  of  ^he  psuty  accufcd. 
though  we  hare  given  a  previoas  opinio^,  t)iat  not  one  of 
the  alkjgatioiis  is  true  >  The  reafoning,  he  confefled^  had 
iomtthjog  in  it,  otherwife  he  Ibonld  not  haves  given  the 
Honie  or  hitnielf  the  trouble  of  taking  notice  of  it ;  and  he 
would  meet  it  ia  this  way* 

That  adthoi^  the  Honit  did  nofconcnrln  a  vote  of  cen-^ 
furor  oiv^my  one  of  die  feparate  grounds^  of  accufatfon,  it 
mi^rwell  concnrnpon  the  whole  charge  colle6tivelv  taken* 
The  gisat  wafte  of  pnbiic  money,  the  promifes  of  tne  noUe 
Laid,  oar  inadequate  ftate  of  defence  in  June,  the  negleft 
of  reinforcing  me  noble  Lon)  [Howe]  over  the  way,  when 
the  fate  almoft  of  An^rtca 'depended  upon  it ;  the  'aban« 
doning  the  trade  and  fortrefles  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 
might  not  contain  fingly  fufficient  caofe  of  removal:  in  th^ 
optnion  of  a  ni^jority  in  that  Houfe  : '  bat  taking  them  in 
thea^regate,  they -Would  furnilh  matter  weilwoVthy  of  the 
vote  of 'Ceafurey  Which  he  was  about  to  move,  on  thegroun(t 
of  wilfnl  negleft  or  grofs  incapacity. 

The  reafon  of  fuch  a  mode  of  determining  upon  a  complex 
charge  was  obvious,  and  was  plainly  within  the  inquifitorial 
power  of  the  Houfe,  .  The  Houfe  was  competent  to  enquire, 
to  examine  and  ccnfure.  '  Their  jurifdwftion  could  not  extena 
to  punifhment.  They  might  accufe,  but  could  not  punifh 
any  man^  much  lefs  any  one  of  their  own  body,  in  any 
other  way  but  by  expelling  them.  'When  criminal  changes, 
reciting  fpccific  offences  are  made,  they  can  only  be  decided 
upon  in  couns  of  criminal  juftice.  On  thefe  occafions  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  impeachments,  ad  as  the  grand 
inqucil  of  the  nation.  The  prefent  proceeding  was  of  ar 
different  nature,  and  did  not  call  for  that  fpecification  and 
certainty,  which  the  law  juftly  and  wifely  requires  when  a, 
man  is  queflioned  in  a  court  of  criminal  judicature  and  put 
upon  atrial,  on  the  ilTue  of  which  may  depend  his  honour,, 
his  property,  and  his  life. 

Such  being  the  true  nature  of  votes  of  cenfurc,  forremoval 
only,  ascontradiilm^uifhed  from  accufations  fpecifically* 
made,  and  crimes  diftin£tly  alledged ;  it  followed,  that  the 
fame  degree  of  proof  was  not  ncceffary  ;  and  fuch  had  been 
the  uiage  of  that  Houfe  upon  fimilar  occafions,  fome  of  .which, 
he  had  mentioned  in  a  former  debate  in  cafes  of  votes  of  re* 
moval. 

Without  relying,  totally  upon  former  precedents,  in  fup-, 
port  of  the  dojirine  now  laid  down^  though  of  an  age  too 
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9WW  ^  .(Qtitlc  bim  t(x;i  ffat  m  t^^Qwijl^  he  ftquqhwed^ 
ff^at  hc^  W  beea  pneient  d):  icv€faLd9t>sK«#  on  this  Middldcx 
ckflfioB,  when  an  hoDourablt  gentle]»aa»  qqw  »  member  of 
thf^'t  Houfe  £Mri  Wilkc^l  yfu  cxf^WtA  upen  m 


^6(zofi  pamphi^t^  entitled  An  £^a¥  <in  W^maA;'  for  wn« 
tu)^  ^  I^P^l  ^'^  ^  nobk  Vlfcaiuu  [Wf yaieulk]  tk«n  ia  high 
Q^9p  relative  to  t}xc  traofa^^ions.  ui  St^.QeorgQ'a  Fidda,  on 
Ike*  iQJtb /pf  May,  i7^&;  and  fox"  beimr.  oiidawoj^  Here 
tjicn  there  were  feur  iepa^e  cbaija^  cwcAivdj  taken  at  a 
good  ground  oj^  exputiiioA.  Thq  affgvnteoc  m  ihnfe  who 
luff  orted  the  propriety  of  the  vole^  w:hen  piviflU  to  take 
xbk  f^i9  of  the  t;{oQ^  uppn  the  fev^n^l^  cbii«gci>  OMitioiied^ 
vasy,  Woul^  it  be  proper,  toexpsl  him  for  any  one  of*  thena ) 
Ko ;  none  of  thoi^  charges  fepacataly  coofidered*  would  jnf** 
%ify  the  vote,  but  coUe^ively  takeoi  they  were  fiAcient. 

He  remembered  the  perfon»  whotook  the  lead  in  that  bn- 
fineffi;.  they  were  the  fame.  wh^:.he  .expend  would  op- 
fO.Ce  ihe  prefent  motion.  He  hoped,,  therefore^  that  they 
WPM^d  either  decline  any  oppofitipn  c^  the  pitfent  occafioo, 
4r  acknowledge  tb$it  ^ey  a£ted  iinfairly  and  an^ftly  in  the 
inilahce  alluded  to.  Whatever  his  hopef  might  be,  he  had  very 
Tittte  folid  r^afon  to  exped  (o  mach.  cindour  at  their  hands  ; 
at  all  events  they  would  ftand  cohvified  in  the  opinion  of 
every  impartial  perfon  ;  they  would  (land  convided  of  oaak« 
King  their  avowed  dodcines  and  principles  give  way  to  their 
convchienjJe. 

But  independent  of  the  precedent  he'had  juft  mentioned, 
Dis  motion  would  ftand  fu'ly  juftified  from  its  nature  and  the 
obje£l'it  pointed  to ;  for  the  queftlon  wbiild  (hortly  amount 
to  this,  without  the  Ihadow  of  criminality  attending  k-^Ia 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  equal  lo  difcharge  the  func- 
tions 6f  hts  office  with  faf^ty  to  the  ftate  and  with  honour  to 
the  nation  ;  Has  he  done  it ;  or  what  reafons  have  Parlia- 
ment to  ft  ppofe,  if  he  has  not  performed  bis  duty  heretofore, 
that  he  will  aft  more  wifely  or  capably  hereafter  ?  In  fair 
argument  and  common  fenfe,  the  ftrong  probability  is^  that 
he  will  not.  Suppofe  the  noble  Lord  ever  fo  indefatigable, 
eter  fo  zealous  or  well  inclined,  the  obvious  deduAion  is, 
that  according' as  the  difficulties  encreafli,  his  inability  to  pro- 
vide againft  them  will  likewife  encreafe.  It  would  indeed  be 
sii^furd;  romantic,  nay  monftrous  to  prel\9aat^  that  the  author 
'  "  -       •  •■    *  of 
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of  ouryerf  darniiog  fitiortmi^  fliould  be  the  only  peifan  nn 
the  oatioo  to  fefinir  us  from  the  coniequencefi  of  that  iitaa* 
tioo.  It  was  the  laft  «ftegr€e  of  folly  apd  madnefs  to  expeft^ 
{hataperfiDOt  whiobyhis  ignorance  and  grofs  mi/cotvduift; 
had  broagbt  or  foffcred  this  coantry  to  fall  from  the  tifghtft  j 

pinnacle  of  fame,  refpedabrlity,  and  naval  glory,  to  the  laft  I 

ftage  of  oationaJ  degradatton,  ix^vaknefa,  and  difgrace^  con-  i 

trarjr  to  erery  principle  of  public  opinion  and  experience^  i 

«VM  neverthele&  eqval  to  the  v^ry  af^MOUS  taik  of  adrng-  as 
the  faviour  of  his  country,  and  the  guardian  of  its  interefb; 
profpcrity  and  reputatbn* 

.  He  next  proccpied  tacmimerate  the  fereral  charges  of  mil^ 
condud,  incapacky,.  or  wilful  negligence,  which  he  had 
bfoagHt  agatoM  his  Lordihip  in  hia  thfee  motions  t>efore  the 
koli£iys« 

Heobferiredi  that  the  noble  Lord  had  aflerted,  m  another 
ftflemUy,  on  the  20th  of  November,  tljfy  in  reply  to  a  no- 
ble Lord  iince  deeeaCed  [Chathadi]  that  there  were  on  the 
preceding  day,  io  wit  on  the  lOth  of  November,  forty-tv^o 
£itl  of  the  line  ready  and  almoft  ready  for  fea  ;  thirty -five 
aSually  ready,  whofe  complements  were  00,306  Teaman  and 
marines  I  18,000  and  a  confidenible  fradion  of  which  were 
already  aboard,  and  upwards  of  3000  ^amenand  marines  not 
&ipped,  which  would  -more  than  fupply  the  deficiency ;  that 
there  were  feven  more  ready  to  take  their  complements  aboard^ 
which  could  he  eafily  procured  in  a  Very  few  days  upoh  an 
emergency,  by  calling  in  the  protedions  and  ifluing  prefs-war* 
lants.  ^  This  was  the  noble  Lord's  foiemn  aflurance  in  ano« 
ther  place,  but  what  truth  there  was  in  that  afliirance  might 
be  eaiUy  gathered  from  this  ctrcumftance  ;  that  when  iidmi- 
rals  Keppel  and  Byron  went  to  Tea  in  the  month  of  June  fbU 
lowing,  his  greateft  tSoris  in  the  courfe  of  feven  months,  the 
laft  of  which  was  a  period  of  war  preparation,  produced  no 
more  than  forty-two  ;  twenty  bping  fent  under  Mr.  Keppel, 
thirteen  under  Mr.  Byron,  and  nine  fent  upon  mifcellaneouf 
ftrvices,  to  the  Weft  Indies,  North  America,  &c. 
;  He  arraigned  the  bad  policy  of  totally  negleding  the  Rl'e- 
iferranean,  and  not  fending  a  fquadron  there  on  the  firH 
Dtice  received  of  the  formidable  armaments  going  oh  at  Toti-r 
»n  ;  and  if  that  meafure  was  thought' (isisarclous,  faid,  thertf 
ras  not  eiren  a  colour  of  caufe,  for  iiot  detaching,,  in  order  t4 
'nforce  Lord  Howe. 

He  condemned  the  ienditig  out  Mr.  I^^ppel  with  20  itilpi 

go  in  fearch  of  an  enemy  gn^tly  fuperior ;  aird  contended, 

lat  it  was  big  withdangtr,  and  might  hav«"terminated''ih(^it 

fatally. 
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fatalW,  had  not  the  honouroble  admiral  moftfertunatdy  Mien 
in  with  the  Pallas  and  Licorne  French  frigates,  and  taken  them, 
by  wbicD  nieans  he  difcovered,  tohi9  utter  aftontihnienc,  that 
minifteri  had  rifqued  his  whole  iket,  in  order  to  preferve  ap. 
peacances  which  they  meant  to  keep  with  the  people.  They 
fuppofed,  that  Mr.  Keppel  might  poffibly  not  meet  with  the 
enemy,  or  if  he  (hould,  that  whether  flight  or  defeat  was  the 
confequencei  they  might  be  enabled  by  their  arts,  by  their 
emiflaries  every  where,  and  their  hirelings  in  print,  to  (hift 
the  blame  off  their  own  {boulders,  and  lay  it  upon  the  admi- 
ral, the  officers  and  feamen.  Their  fubfequent  condud 
proved  their  difpofition  towards  the  admiral,  and  their  real 
intentions.  For  when  they  found  themfelves  no  longer  able 
to  impofe  on  the  people,  by  its  being  known  that  the  admiral 
returned  for  a  reinforcement,  they,  were  urged  by  rage  and 
difappointmenr,  and  (hewed  every  mark  of  it  in  the  whole  of 
their  fubfe-  uent  condu£l.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty 
never  thaniced  the  admiral  for  returnirig,  nor  either  approved 
or  difapproved  of  his  taking  the  two  ^igates ;  but  peroiitced 
bim  to  go  to  fea  again  without  giving  the  leaft  token  of  ap- 
probation whatever,  further  than  a  cold  official  letter. 

The  nobleLord,  however,  did  not  long  conceal  his  fenti- 
ments  under  the  .ma&  of  coolnefs  and  indifference.  His 
Lordfhip  foon  a^led  in  an  faoftile  manner ;  for,  though  he 
knew  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  bad  accufed,  in  a  public  print, 
by  a  letter  figned  with  bia  own  name,  his  comounder  in 
chief ;  and  though  his  Lordfhip  afierwards  knew,  that  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  declined  to  call  for  a  court- 
martial  to  enquire. into  his  cenduA,  merely  on  the  pretence 
of  not  obftrufting  the  public  fcrvice ;  yet  in  a  few  days  af- 
ter, when  that  gentleman  preferred  an  accufation,  without 
any  caufe  whatever  intervening,  the  accufation  was  received, 
and  inftant  orders  the  fame  day  given  to  the  admiral  to  pre- 
pare for  his  triaL 

How  w^s  it  poffible,  for  any  man  of  honour  or  fpirit,  to 
(erve  with  any  fafety  to  his  perfon  or  charafler  under  fuch 
men,  whofe  whole  cqndud  was  fraught  with  oppreffion  and 
9)alic^  i  ]  It  was  a  (tCuation  no  independent  man  would  fub- 
mit  to. .  It  was  a  lituation  from  vfhich  everv  wife  and  pru- 
dent man  would  fly  with  horror  and  -difgu^.  The  confe- 
quencc.s  wercalread v  felt  in  fome  inftances  ;  Lord  Howe  and 
Mr,  Keppel  were  driven  from  the  fervicc  j  the  whole  body 
9f  fea  officers  were  difconteiued,  and^fb«e  zeal,  fpirit,  union 
and  confidence,  which  is  the  very  life  of  military  encerprixe 
arid  fucccfs  iu  war,  was  fledj  and  the  whole  navy  divided  aad 
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fplff  into  faftions.  How  the  whole  would  terminate  was 
more  tlian  he  could  venture  to  predi<SI  ;  but  one  thing  was 
pretty  evident,  that  difcoDtents  among  thofe  to  whom  the 
defence  of  the  country  was  entrufted*  bore  a  very  alarming 
and  ominous  ap(>earance ;  atid  if  fome  remedy  was  not  /pee- 
di\f  applied,  he  forefaw,  that  miniilera  would  finally  aco^io^ 
pliih  that  ruin,  by  their  fa&ion  and  intrigue,  the  foundation 
of  which  they  had  laid  by  their  incapacity* 

After  dweUiii^  for  »  conilderable  time  on  tbefe  circum* 
fiances,  he  noeottoiied  feveral  others  of  a  lefa  important  nm* 
tare  ;  one  in  particular  to  (hew,  the  prcdileAion  which  the 
adniralty-board  had  nuni  felled  in  refpe£t  of  ordering  Mr* 
Keppel  to  be  tried,  though  his  accufer  the  next  day  but  one^ 
after  the  orckr  was  ilTued  for  that  purpofe,  acknowledged  ia 
the  face  of  the  nation  in  that  Houfe,  that  he  brou^t  his 
accufatioA  merely  from  motives  of  fclf  defence,  and  merely 
to  esccnlpate  hiimelf  from  a  charge  of  difobedtence  made  by 
his  conmiander  in  chief. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  tlie  partiality  of  the  admiralty** 
board,  which  he  confidered  to  be  entirely  influent:ed,  or  nu* 
ther  dire&ed  by  the  noble  Earl,  he  faid,  four  of  tlie  mei^- 
bers  fitting  upon  the  trial  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
were  perfons,  who  on  the  former  court-martial,  had  given 
the  moft  favourable  teftimony  refpefting  his  conduft  in  the 
a£tioD  oiF  Ufhant ;  and  likewife,  that  the  perfons  fummoncd 
to  give  evidence  were  fuch,  who  either  knew  leafl  from  their 
diflancc  from  the  Formidable,  or  were  otherwife  lefs  poiitive 
or  dircft  in  their  teflimony. 

This  led  him  to  the  efFeft  probably  intended  to  be  pro- 
duced by  this  trial,  which  originated  in  motives  of  revenge 
to  his  honourable  relation ;  for  if  by  any  management,  the 
vice-admiral  fliould  be  acquitted,  the  inference  would  be, 
that  having  done  his  duty,  there  muft  have  been  mifconduft 
fomewhere,  which  he  was  perfuaded  they  would  endeavour 
by  this  oblique  manner  to  lay  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 

When  he  faid  this,  he  begged  that  gentlemen  might  ua- 
dcrftand,  that  he  mcarit  not  to  throw  the  Icaft  fulpicion, 
much  lefs  a  direft  imputation,  upon  the  officers  alluded  tp. 
He  ftated  the  faft  as  it  ftriick  him ;  and  it  was  fair  to  argue 
upon  it  and  reafon  by  analogy  to  the  conduft  of  other  tripvi- 
nals.  He  underftood,  it  was  a  good  ground  of  challenge  to 
a  juror,  if  he  was  even  iufpcfted  of  entertaining  a  bias  one 
way  or  other.     He  thought  it  a  very  proper  precaution,  and 
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the  reafon  was  obvious  ;  becaufc  the  law  prefumcs,  that  the 
juror  is  wholly  to  be  guided  by  the  evidence  of  the  fafts  al- 
ledged  or  controverted,  and  not  by  any  pre-conceived  opi- 
nion of  his  own.  The  tenor  of  his  oath  is  the  fame  with 
that  taken  by  a  member  of  a  court-martial,'  who  is  rcftriacd 
\)y  it,  to  give  a  verdift  according  to  the  evidence  adduced  in 
court,  and  not  from  any  opinion  formed  upon  his  own  know- 
ledge or  prefqmed  knowledge. 

As  a  farther  reafon  for  his  being  perfuaded,  that  the  no- 
ble Earl  all  along  afted  from  the  fame  principle  of  fecrct 
enmity  and  refentmcnt  to  his  honourable  relation,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  after  one  of  the  moft  refpcftable  courts-martial 
that  ever  fat,  had  pronounced  the  charge  brought  by  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  to  be  malicious  and  ill-founded, 
minifters  took  no  one  ftep  to  fhew,  that  they  were  convinced 
of  the  juftice  of  Mr.  Keppel's  acquittal,  or  of  the  infamy 
with  which  his  accufer  had  been  branded  by  that  pafla^e  in 
the  fentence*  of  acquittal,  nor  would  fince,  if  he  had  not 
given  notice,  that  he  meant,  as  the  next  day,  to  make  a  mo- 
tion, which  they  learned  was  intended  for  the  vice-admi- 
ral's removal.  When  that  day  arrived,  inftead  of  cxpref- 
fing  a  fyllablc  of  difapprobation  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  a  no- 
ble Lord  [^Mulgrave]  who  enjoys  a  feat  at  the  admiralty- 
board,  rote  and  acquainted  ihe  Houfe,  that  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer had  fent  his  refignation,  and  that  the  board  had  accepted 
It.  Still,  however,  he  retained  the  lieutenant-generallhip 
of  the  marines,  and  his  government  of  Scarborough  Caflle, 
till  minifters  again  learned,  that  a  motion  to  remove  him 
from  thofc  two  pofts  was  meditating.  Here  they  found 
themfelves  compelled  to  do  what  they  feared  might  have 
been  forced  upon  them.  Accordingly  ^he  noble  Lord  in 
the  blue  ribbon,  with  no  fmall  fhare  of  vifible  rcluftance, 
found  out,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  tendered  a  refignation 
of  his  command  in  the  marines  and  his  government,  and 
that  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  accept  of  them.  In 
fhort,  he  believed,  there  was  not  a  fecond  inftance  in  the 
annals  of  this  or  any  other  country,  of  a  peribn  who  had 
been  fo  publickly  difgraced,  being  permitted  to  retain  places 
of  fuch  rank,  emolument  and  confequence,  without  any  in- 
tention of  removing  him,  till  by  an  unexpefted  addrefs  to  the 
throne  for  his  removal,  the  confequences  of  which  his  Ma* 
jelly's  advifers  did  not  think  prudent  to  riique^  they  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  acquiefce. 

He 
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He  laughed  he  faid,  at  the  pompous  accounts  of  our  fucceffes 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  which  made  their  way  into  the 
London  Gazette,  and  faid,  they  wercof  very  little  confequence', 
when  it  was  confidered  how  dearly  they  were  purchafed ; 
particularly  the  latter,  where  one  half  of  the  troops  were  dead 
or  dying  in  hofpitals  ;  nor  did  he  think  the  news  juft  receiv- 
ed from  Georgia,  was  of  confeouencc  fufficient'to  balance 
the  hazard  and  expence  attending  it.  He  (aid,  he  un- 
derftood,  that  Colonel  Campbell  was  arrived  fVom  Georgia 
the  night  before,  and  brought  an  account  of  a  viftory  gain- 
ed over  the  Americans,  but  this  viftory  came  accompanied 
widi  a  reauifition  for  an  immediate  reinforcement.  Our 
very  viftones  and  fucceffes  were  nearly  as  fatal  as  our  de- 
feats. The  troops  under  General  Grant,  the  fineft  and  beft 
difciplined  in  the  world,  muft  return  to  America  or  )Europe, 
or  remain  only  to  fall  a  prey  to  difeafe  and  the  effcfts  of  a 
noxious  climate ;  and  the  return  of  the  fecond  officer  ia 
command  from  Georgia,  was  a  demonftration,  that  the  ex- 
pedition to  that  province,  was  planned  in  weakneJTs,  and  the 
miftaken  idea,  that  tlie  body  of  the  people  were  attached  to 
the  Britifh  government.  He  faid,  that  the  force  was  in- 
adequate either  tcTeffeft  conqueft  or  give  that  degree  of  pro- 
teftion  which  was  neceffary  to  unite  the  loyalifts  or  neutrals 
to  the  royal  ftandard. 

He  protefted  before  he  fate  down,  that  he  entertained  no 
peHboal  pique  or  refentment  againft  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralry.  His  motives  proceeded  from  his  zeal 
for  the  good  of  his  country.  Uninfluenced  by  faflious  or 
party  views,  he  ftood  forth  in  behalf  of  the  ftate,  which  if  not 
refcucd  out  of  the  hands-,  to  whom  the  reins  of  government 
were  cntruftcd,  muft  certainly  be  ruined,  he  feared  irretrie*- 
vably  undone.  The  part  he  had  taken,  was  difagreeabic 
and  painful  on  many  accounts ;  fo  'm»ch  fo,  that  nothing  but 
a  thorough  perfuafion,  that  the  prefent  or  fome  fimilar  mo- 
tion, prcfented  the  only  probable  means  for  faving  the  nation, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  its' former  power,    reputation  and 

He  finally  moved,  "  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfcntpd 
to  his  Majcfty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remove 
from  his  prefcnce  and  councils  John  Earl  of  Sandwich,  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  ill  ftate  of  the  navy,  under  his  admini- 
ftration,  at  the  moft  critical  feafons,*' 

O  0  2  Lord 
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Lord  MuU       Lord  Mulgravc  faid,  he  was  in  a  verj  ill  ftate  of  health, 
^r#w.        which  he  hoped  would  be  admitted  as  an  apology  for  his  ap* 
pearing  unequal  to  the  taik  of  following  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman through  all  his  reafonlngs,  ana  anfwering  every  one 
of  his  arcuments.     He  faid,  he  had  not  any  intention  of 
{peaking  U>  early  in  the  debate,  but  that  fomething  had  fallen 
in  the  courfe  of  the  honourable  gentleman^s  ipeech,  which 
ought  not  to  remain  a  moment  unnoticed,  much  leu  ought 
'it  to  go  out  of  the  Houfe  unanfwered.     His  Lordfhip  then, 
with  warmth,  reprehended  Mr.  Fox,  for  having  been  fo  raih 
as  to  attack  the  honour  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  by  infinu- 
ating  that  the  prcfent  court-martial,  werenotlikely  todifcharge 
.  their  duty  withfitielity  ;lnd  honour.     The  honourSible  gentle* 
snan^sexpreiTion  in  fubftancc  wis,  **  that  there  werefour mem- 
bers of  the  court,  who  on  the  former  trial  had  given  faTOura- 
ble  evidence  rcfpefting  Sir  Hugh  Palliier."     What  was  this 
but  to  iniinuate,  that  thole  officers  would  aft  partially  ?  Did 
the  honourable  gentleman  fee  the  extent  of  hi&  isfinuation  ? 
Did  he  feel  that  it  was  an  attack  of  the  moil  ferions,  the  moil 
unwarrantable  nature  ?    Could  he,  could  any  man,  fttppofe 
that  the  gentlemen  now  fitting  on  the  trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal* 
lifer,    would  difregard   the  moft  facrcd  obligations,  and  be 
fwayed  by  any  prejudices,  to  aft  contrary  to  jufticc  5  He  had 
not  patience  at  the  fuggcftion,  nor  could  he  reprefs  his  amaze- 
ment that  any  gentleman  would  has^ard  fuch  an  attack  upon 
thofe  brave  men  now  at  Portfmouth,  to  whofe  fervicc*  this 
country  had  been  much,    and  in  all  probability,  would  be 
ilill  more  indebted,     [Mr,  Fox  (baking  his  head  ail  this  time, 
in   token   that  the  noble   Lord    had    mifonderftood   him.] 
His  Lordihip  faid.    If  the  honourable  gentleman   did  not 
mean  his  expreflion  in  the  fenfe  I  take  it,  I  Hiall  rejoice  at 
having  given  him  an  opportunitv  of  recalling  it,  and  explain- 
ing what  he  did  mean.  It  muu  ftrike  every  peribn  prefenr, 
to  be  either  a  wanton  make-weight,    in  the  catalogue  of 
charges  againft  the  noble  Earl,  or  a  t^fe  attack  on  the  ho- 
nour and  charafter  of  the  officers  on  the  court-martial.     To 
me  it  appears  thus ;    the  bluqderbufs  w*as  loaded  fome  time 
(ince,  and  it  was  intended  to  be  difcharged  as  tins  day.     It 
wa«  hoped,  however,  that  there  would  appear  fome  coloura- 
ble pretext  for  letting  it  off.     No  fuch  pretext  appearing, 
tjie  gentleman  was  determined  that  the  preparatibn  of  his 
pjatprials  jfhould  not  be  ifi  vain.     The  intention  of  having  it 
publifhcd   tormorrow  in  the  neWfpapers,    accompanied  with 
^  mifrcprefentaiion  of  what  I  fay,  was  doubtlcfe  the  wiih  of 
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tbe  hoDonrable  gendeoian  when  he  let  it  dcafe  him ;  boK  I 
hope  cyey  qaan  who  he^rs  me,  will  do  me  the  jttftic«  to  «c* 
koowiedge,  that  I  to^ok  the  firft  opportunity  of  refeoifig  dtft 
cham4iers  of  the  officers  now  on  the  coun-roartial,  trom  th^ 
virulence  and  injary  of  fo  baie  an  iaHuuatton ;  an  ia&iuatiott 
wiucb  no  man  wppld  have  ma4e9  had  he  sot  been  totalty  ij(* 
Doraot  o{  all  military  feeling. . 

As  iboa  as  his  Locdibip  grew  coolei:,  he  4edared>  tha)t  tbe 
admiralty  had  nothiog  to  do  with  the  prefent  cottrt-nHHrtial| 
that  k  was  convened  ip  conformity  to  the  a&  of  ParlMmeaCf 
that  the  judge*advocate^  totally  independent  of  any  int^r^ 
ference  of  the  admirahvry  fummoned  4lie  witnefles,  aad  pro* 
pofed  the  queilions*  If  there  was  any  thing  in  the  pre&ttC 
court-martial,  which  could  in  any  degree  be  deemed  meBag%«> 
ment,  he  alone  w^s  the  guilty  perfon,  and  the  whole  bkme 
ought  to  reft  on  his  head.  At  the  moment  be  incurred  tk^ 
biam^  if  any  were,  due,  he  was  determined  to  meet  the  ooik 
fe^uence  ;  he  would  not  therefore,  hefitatc  to  tell  the  Het^ 
to  what  he  alluded — It  was  this  :  in  point  of  ftrift  ptopin^ty, 
he  ou^bt  to  be  at  jPortfrnQuth,  and  on  the  court^oiartitil,.  biK 
knowing  the  rage  for  detraftion,  calumny  and  abufe,  which 
now  prevailed,  he  had  folicited  leave  of  ab^enc^  and  it  was 
granted  to  him  ;  had  it  been  refufed,  dearly  «s  he  loved  the  , 
iervke,  and  attached  a$  he  was  to  the  gentleman  and  crew  4)£ 
his  ihip,  he  would  fopner  have  quitted  the  navy,  than  have 
incuired  the  attacks  that  he  well  knew  wotild  have  been  made 
upon  his  chara£Ur,  if  he  had  fat  upon  the  court-'ttiartiah 

His.  Lordfhip  went  into  a  long  defence  of  the  Elarl  of  Sand* 
wicb,  replying. to. feveral  of  Mr,  Fox*s  aflertions,  «nd  de«* 
ckrii^  tiiat  he  was  amazed  at  his  prefeot  motion,  after  fo 
many  detections ;  he  faid,  he  could  \i(e  no  word  (o  prcrper 
as  the  word  detection,  when  he  coniidered  how  ofcon  die  ho- 
iiourablegentlemanhadcoBie tothatHoofe,  and«ndeavo<ired to 
perfuade  the  Houfe  that)  what  he  took  upon  him  to  aiTeift  were' 
fads,  when  he  had  not  produced  a  fingle  proof  of  any  oflteiof 
them,  and  moft  of  them  had  by  other  :gentlemen  been  proved 
to  be  411*fou)K}ed.  He  declared,  he  had  heard  that  two  ne- 
gatives made  an  affiroiative,  but  he  had  nefver  heard  that  five 
or  fix  resolutions,  e^ch  of  them  declared  to  be  not  tr«e,  a-- 
mounted  to  one  general  truth  ;  that  to  him  who  did' not  pre* 
tend  to  be  (b  ingenious  as  the  honourable^ntleman,  it  by  no 
means  appeared  to  follow,  that  becaufe  every  preceding  refi> 
hitioB  had  been  r^jeC^ed,  that  therefore  the  Houfe  ou^ht  to 
a^Opt  the  prefcnt  motion,  but  exa&ly  the  contrary.     He  ad^- 
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dcd  that  the  noble  Lor  J,  fo  far  from  meriting  cenfarc,  me- 
rited great  praife  for  his  official  conduft.  When  he  came  to 
the  prcfideiicy  at  the  admiralty^  there  was  not  a  year's  dmber 
in  any  one  of  our  yards,  no  ftores  in  our  arfenals,  and  the 
whole  navy  in  a  perifliing  ftate.  The  noble  Lord^  by  his 
aftivjty  and  fagactty  had  entirely  altered  the  cafe;  fat  had 
broken  through  a  combination  of  the  timber  merdiants,  bj 
bcginmng  an  importation  of  foreim  timber,  and  now  Acre 
was  at  leaft  timber  enough  for  tbree  years  confumption  in 
every  one  of  our  yards ;  our  arfenals  were  alfb  full  of  ftores  ; 
dttr  navy  had  a  greater  number  of  large  fhips  than  ever,  and 
,  it  was  not  only  in  a  refpedable  but  in  a  flourifhing  ftate.  If 
the  motion  were  likely  to  pafs,  he  fhould  moji^e  to  amend  it,  to 
leave  out  the  laft  words,  and  to  fay  inftead  of  them,  **  the 
navy  being  in  a  better  ftate  than  ever."  His  Loidfhip  con-' 
eluded  with  fa]^ing,  that  there  *  was  not  a  more  able,  a&ive, 
or  knowing  minifter,  than  the  prcfcnt  firft  Lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty^  nor  one  who  defcrved  better  of  his  country. 
Mr.  Fm.  '  ^^r.  /^A?  rofe  in  reply,  and  anfwered  the  perfonai  part  tX. 
the  noble  Lord's  fpeecli.  He  faid,  he  thought  there  was  not 
one  gentleman  prefent,  who  could  have  fo  mifunderftood  and 
perverted  hi&  meaning.  He  disclaimed  the  moil  difhmt  idea 
of  either  infinuating  or  charging  any  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  with  partiality,  much  lefs  with  the  breach 
of  fbfolehin  an  obligation  as  an  oath  ;  neither  his  wc^ds,  nor 
the'  feftfe  in  which  they  were  employed,  admitted  of  any 
thing  like  it.  The  words  favourable  tcjiimonyy  feem^d  t6 
make  a  very  extraordinary  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the  no- 
•ble  Lord,  unlcfs  his  Lordihip  prefum<id  in  all  poffible  cafes, 
that  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  Blue,  in- 
volved in  it  a  degree  of  guilt. 

He  was  as  ready  as  the  noblle  Lord,  to  acknowledge  the 
high  profeffional  and  peribnal  merits  of  the  gentlemen  alluded 
to.  '  He  was  perfuaded,  that  no  men  poflcSed  nicer  feelings 
of  honour,  nor  were  more  tenacious,  of  prcfcrving  every  ap- 
pearance of  impartiality,  which  their  judicial  fituation  re- 
quired. He  had  the  honour  of  a  perfonai  acquaintance  -with 
them  ;  he  fpoke  therefore,  with  the  greater  confidence.  He 
prefumed,  that  the  other  gentlemen  who  conftituted  that 
court,  though  he  knew  their  charafters  only  by  report,  were 
equally  fo;  but  what  he  firfl  faid,  he  did  not  yet  retraa,  that 
no  man  was  fit  to  be  a  judge  upon  an  event  of  life  and  death, 
or  indeed  in  a  matter  of  mere  property,  who  was  known  to 
have  any  bias  one  way  or  the  other.     Such  a  prefumed  bias 
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no  more  imported  wilful  partiality,  than  it  did  any  thing  elfe  9 
and  he  was  ready  to  appeal  to  any  one  gentleman  prelent, 
learned  in  the  law,  whether  the  whole  fy  ftcm  of  Englifll  jurif- 
pmdeoce,  and  every  form  and  mode  of  proceeding  incident 
totheexercife  of  it,  did  not  militate  in  the  ftrongefl  manner 
againft  the  admiffion  of  any  perfon,  to  be  a  judge  on  merits 
of  which  he  was*  known  to  have  formed  a  previous  opinion  ? 
Such  a  wholefome  provifion  in  the  manner  of  legal  procecd- 
iog,  was  wife,  and  fotmded  in  reafbn,  becaufe  it  operated 
towards  the  attainment  of  fubllantial  juftice,  and  no  more 
impeached  the  honour  or  integrity  of  peribns  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  than  it  did  on  the  account  of  any  other  fenti-* 
mcnt  or  opinion  they  might  entertain,  though  not  at  all  con-  ^ 
lyt&ed  with  the  fubjeft  matter.  But  his  words  did  not  go 
that  length ;  he  had  not  ftated  a  previous  opinion  as  the 
gronnd  of  objeaion ,  he  only' mentioned  a  favourable  tefti- 
mony,  as  applicable  to  the  admiralty  board,  not  as  applying 
to  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  themfelvcs,  to  (hc\t  that  the 
board  oug;ht  to  have  avoided  every  thing,  which  could  be  in- , 
terpreted  into  an  appearance  of  partiality. 

There  was  an  expreffion  which  fell  from  the  noble  Lord, 
that  he  wifhed  to  hear  explained,  becaufe,  as  it  now  re- 
mained, at  feemed,  in  his  opinion,  to  require  explanation ; 
it  was  where  his  Lordihip  charged  him  with  being  a  ftranger 
to  military  feelings.  If  the  noble  Lord  meant  that  he  wa« 
ignorant  of  the  profeflion  of  a  feaman,  he  acknowledged  it ;  ' 
but  if  he  prefumed  that  he  did  not  feel  as  an  officer,  when 
thofe  feelings  were  fuppofed  to  apply  incomtnon  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  he  wilhed  the  noble 
Lord  would  avow  it ;  or  explain  what  h^  meant ;  becaufe, 
in  one  event  he  fhould  reft  contented,  and  in  the  other  know 
what  was  proper  to  be  done,  and  to  take  the  notice  of  it, 
fuch  a  charge  deferved. 

Lord    Mulgrave  {did,    he  would  not  recede,    but  would  Lord  jMi,/- 
plead  example  in  juftification  of  what  he  had  faid;    her**'- 
meant  the  example  of  the  honourable  gentleman,    who, 
upon  almoft  every  occafion,    (hewed  a  difpofition  to  de- 
part from  the  fubjeft  of  debate,  and  to  indulge  himfelf  in 
the  rooft  indecent  and  ill-founded  inveftives.     He  was  fatis- 
ficd  that  the  honourable  gentlemen,  had  no  intention  of  tra- 
ducing the  charafters  of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to ;    and  he 
was  furry  that  he  had  not  fo  exprefl'cd  himfelf,  when  he  was  ' 
firft  up,  as  to  have  prevented  a  poffibility  of  his  being  mifun- 
derftood  ;   though  he  was  ftill  of  opinion,   that  the  words 
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iurly  ailmittod  of  the  iaterpretatloR  be  had  put  upoB  thenu 
Warranted  as  be  was  from  what  had  pafbd,  till  the  words 
were  explained,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  interpret,  them  in 
any  other  nianner  ;   now  they  were  explained,  he  was  ready 
to  receive  them  in  the  fenfe  they  were  intended  br  the  ho» 
aourable  gentleman.    While  he  was  up,  be  would  however 
.    take  the  liberty  of  making  one  obfervatton ;  that  4n  matteri 
of  fuch  delicacy^  where  the  honour  and  reputation  of  abfiaxt 
perfona  were  concerned,  he  thought  it  behoved  that  hoooor* 
able  gentleman,  who  was  fb  prone  to  exercife  attacks  of  this 
kind,  to  be  more  meafured  in  his  language,  and  not  dirow 
out  fa6l8  and  infinuations  at  random,  which  either  diaeftlf, 
'     .or  by  inference,  might  afFe£i  the  reputation  of  profeffiomi 
aien,  whoTe  greateft  treafure  and  boaft  was  a  charader  of 
probity,  and  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour. 
Admiftt         Adnairal  Keppd  rofe  next,    and  confirmed  almoft  every 
^^tH*    .  thing,, which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentk- 
man  who  made  the  motion,  refpeAing  the  force  in  Breft  wa- 
ter on  the  20th  of  June ;   and  the  unkind  and  ungeoennis 
treatment  he  had  received  from   the  admiralty-bcord,    to 
whom  he  had  openly  and  without  referve  commuaicaital  his 
.     raoft  iecrct  thoughts  and  opinions,  though  be  confefled  he 
never  looked  upon  any  of  them  to  be  his  fincere  frtcnds. 
But  he  a£ted  not  upon  motives  of  favour.    His  foveieign 
and  hb  country  called  upon  him,  and  bad  a  right  to  bis  fer- 
vices,  and  he  could  fairly  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart  and  iay, 
^^that  he  had  done  his  utmoft  ;  and  if  the  operations  of  the 
laft  campaign  had  not  turned  out  equal  to  the  public  expecta- 
tions, he  was  fully  confcious,   that  he  had  a£ted  with  the 
warmeft  zeal  to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities :  and  althoi:^  he 
widely  differed  in  political  fentiments  with  the  King's^  fer- 
vants,  he  defied  any  one  of  them  to  quote  a  fingle  inftance, 
in  which  thofe  fentiments  mixed  with  the  difcharge  of  his 
frofcffional  duty.*' 

He  confefled  his  fituation  was  proud  and  flattering,  to  be 
fingled  out  from  among  feveral  officers  of  much  fuperior  me- 
rit; and  the  diilin£lion,  were  it  pofCble  to  infpire  more 
zeal  andaftivity  in  him,  was  fuch,  a^muft  have  made  very 
ftrong  impreilioDs  on  any  man.  He  felt  hojv  much  he  ftood 
indebted  to  his  fcvereign  and  the  nation  and  it  might  be 
readily  conceived  what  a  contraf):ed  fituation  he  muff  have 
fidt  himfeif  in,  when  brought  to  a  trial  for  his  life,  as  the 
only  reward  of  his  poor  fervices ;  and  ftill,  if  poffible,  a 
more  mortifying  confequence,  what  he  muft  have  expe- 
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jHencM,  ifMh  kt  foand  himrdf  ciriven  from  the  lervic^ 
hj  faectffity  {  for  flirely  no  pcrfon  would  ferioufly  contend 
for  i  moment;  that  he  ought  to  have  retained  his  command, 
while  biii  lif%,  his  honour  and  reputation  were  in  ibmc 
inckftare  within  the  powtr  of  the  fame  faien  who  had  fuc- 
ccfivtiy  made  attempts  on  each  of  them.  He  faid,  if  thcfe 
impfdiinent^  had  not  fo  direfily  ftood  in  the  way,  the  con- 
i\x8t  ofdie  admiralty-board  beti'aycd  the  (ahie  fpirit  of  iJni- 
placability,  and  the  fame  dcfirc  to  get  rid  of  him,  fincc 
nis  iSbaal  ilifgrace  could  not  be  efl^ed.  Minifters  knew 
for  fome  weeks  previous  to  his  letting  off  for  Bath,  for  tl\i 
Hcovtij  of  his  health,  of  his  intention  to  go«  They  per '^ 
tnitted  nim  to  go;  and  as  fooa  As  they  found  that  he  had 
left  town,  and  had  of  courfe  made  the  neceflary  arrange- 
meats  fof  the  reftocation  of  his  health,  they  fent  one  let- 
ter, and  never  followed  it  with  a  fecond. 

He  thought  that  their  entnity  had  been  fatisficd  in  fivft 
bringing  to  a  public  trial,  and  afterwards  driving  him.  from 
the  fcrvice  ;  but  it  i^as,  it  feeras,  not  fufficient.  In  the 
trial  now  going  on  at  Portfmouth,  they  were  by  a  fide-wind 
trying  him  a  fecond  <ime,  and  endeavouring  to  difgrace  the 
Very  able  officers  who  had  acouited  him;  and  iince  they 
could  iliot  convift  him  in  a  direct,  they  were  ufing  the  moft 
unremitting  endeavours  to  condemn  hinl  in  ah  indii^ft 
manner  ;  but,  thank  God,  tlieir  arts  would  fail  of  efFe£ting 
their  intentions.  If  they  tried  him  every  day,  he  was  cer- 
tain that  they  could  fix  upon  him  no  charge  of  incapacity 
or  breach  of  duty.  The  tranfa^ions  of  the  27th  of  July, 
though  they  might  be  mffreprefentcd,  they  could  not  be 
concealed.  1  here  were  too  many  witnefles,  men  of  ho- 
nour and  character,  andof  independent  principles  and  fpirit 
preftnt  on  that  day,  whom  no  favour  could  tempt,  nor  no 
motives  but  thofc  of  truth  and  juftice  influence,  '  with 
Whom  he  would  be  ever  ready  to  depofite  his  profeflional 
charader ;  for  in  them  he  always  was  perfuaded  he  w^ould 
iind  the  guardians  of  his  honour,  and  the  friends  of  no  man 
or  party,  but  of  truth  and  juftice. 

He  made  fSveral  obfervations  on  the  language  of  an 
honourable  getitleman  in  a  preceding  debate  [Governor  John- 
ftone]  Mfho  Had  charged  him  among  others  thai  had  avowed 
their  intention  of  declining  the  fervice,  that  when  any  man 
becslnic  tbo  great  for  thie  ftate,  he  ought  to  be  convinced 
diat  h6  wis  nd  longer  Worthy  6f  employment.  This,  he 
faid*  ilras*  t  very  unfair  and  cruel  ihfinuation.    The  fame 
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)i<modrable  gentleman  Iiad  given  a  decided  opiBion  on  his 
oondtt£^,  refpe£Hn^  hit  iirft  return  into  port^  ibra.rcip- 
forcetnent.  He  wiib^  ihp  honourable  gentleman  had  cout 
fidered  both  circumftance$  before  he  vei^tured  to  decifie  (o  por 
fitively  on  hit  motives  for  drcUntng  t))C  fcrvice  in  one 
inftanoe,  or  hit  conduft  for  returning  into  port  in  the 
other.  Thequeftion  in  the  firft  place  was,  if  called  upoi| 
to  ferve,  whether  h^  copld  have  dope  it  with  any  proipe^ 
of  fnccds  }  The  honourably  gentleman's  arguipent  did  not 
come  with  any  peculiar  force,  beqapfe,  in  the  inftant 
he  wat  ol^ferving  that  officert  ought  not  %o.  be  permitted 
to  be  too  great  for  the  ftate,  he  found  fault  with  hin^ 
for  returning  into  port,  and  with  his  geperal  difpofitiont 
in  the  day  of  a£^ion,  prefuming  th^t  he  himfelf,  were  tho 
battle  to  be  fought  again,  would  fight  it  ip  ^  bjptter,  ot 
10  another  manner. 

Here  wat  an  argument  there  was  no  efcapipg*  f  <  It  i$ 
wrong  to  employ  you ;  you  might  have  foi^ht  the  battle  iif 
a  better  and  another  mapner,  and  you  mould  not  have 
returned  into  port  the  firft  time,  bccauie  you  neither  knew 
whether  the  French  were  fuperior,  or  if  you  did,  you  fhould 
neverthelefshave  met  them.  But  thou^  we  impeach  your 
military  fkill,  and  charge  you  with  a  want  of  z^,  .ftiU,  if 
you  dp  not  fcrve,  you  are  thereby  attempting  to  fow  faftion 
and  difcontcnt  in  the  fleet.**  The  whole  of  which,  drawx^ 
into  an  abftrad  propoiition,  applied  to  me  and  a  noble 
Lord  over  the  way,  amounts  to  uiis,  that  no  oi^cer  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  become  too  gre^Lt  for  the  ftate,  becaufc 
he  refufes  to  ferye  under  men  v^rho  h^ve  profcribed  hit  ho-» 
nour  and  reputation,' 

After  fisveral  reafpns  given  in  detail,  why  he  could  not 
truft  the  miniftry,  particularly  that  part  of  it,  with  which 
iie  muft  be  more  immediately  conneft^d,  he  declared  hii^ 
readinefs  to  do  it,  if  properly  callpd  upon.  He  was,  ati4 
lever  would  be  at  the  fervice  of  h?s  fovereign  and  his  coun- 
ti^,^  and  be  had  no  liberty  of  hi$  own.  l^e  faid,  whenever 
his  lervices  were  thus  called  for. 

He  faid,  he  was  not  prefent  at  tl^e  debate  in  which  ai| 
implied  charge  of  mutiny  had  been  made  agaihf(  him  an4 
die  captains  who  n)et  to  addref$  the  King.  He  wat  then 
at  Bath,  but  he  underftood  that  the  charge  wat  made  bj 
the  fame  honourable  gentleman  vrtio  had  condemned  the  reft 
pfhitconduft.  That,  at  well  at  every  other  aflertion  and 
liiteipr^ution  put  91^  \ds  conduA^  was  mifr^prefented.  He 
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didt  it  was  tine^  meet  federal  officert  of  rank  and  fepnta** 
tion ;  but  fe  far  tram  defiring  them  not  to  fenre^  he  prefled 
them  to  ierve ;  and  as  well  as  he  was  aUe,  pointed  out  to 
them  the  impropriety  of  declining  the  fervice  at  fnch  a  cri* 
tical  conjunfture^  He  was  amazol  at  the  word.flm^iiiX  be* 
iiig  ufed  b^  any  honour jlble  member;  but  he  had  learned 
firom  experience^  not  to  be  (urprised  at  any  interpretation*  ^ 
but  the  true  one  being  put  on  his  condttd«  Hecouldi  with* 
oat  any  impeachment  of  his  duty  or  his  honour^  promote 
fuch  a  mutiny  any  day  ;  and  if  he  dcfired  the  captauns,  as  he 
did  in  the  inftance,  alluded  to,  to  ietve  their  country,  htt 
prefumcd  it  could  be  no  crime  in  the  opinion  of  any,  but 
thofe  who  were  predetermined  to  cenfure  every  part  of  hia  , 
condaft* 

He  comiSlained  o^  tke  attatk  taade  upon  him  by  the  vice 
admir^  of  the  biue^  in  the  newfpapers ;  and  the  continual 
mifreprelentations  which  were  circulated  without  doors  to 
his  difadvantag^*  He  valued  them  not,  thank  God,  and  would 
always  abide  by  the  fenfe  of  his  country,  as  there  was  no-^ 
thing  he  more  fincerely  wiflied  than  to  hare  himfelf  judged 
in  that  mannert 

He  und^rftood,  that  io  the  cOarfe  Of  the  laft  debate,  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  .Uue  ribbon  had  juftified  the  not  fending 
a  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean  on  a  prefumed  advice  of 
his,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  detach.  It  was  very 
true,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  confidering  the  inadequate 
fiateof  our  naval  force  $  but  he  be^ed  leave  to  fay,  that^ 
fttch  an  opinion  did  not  imply  any  approbation  of  themea** 
fores  which  created  the  ncceflity  of  not  detaching;  It  Was 
likewife  urged,  that  his  opinion,  that  a  fquadron  could  not 
be  fpared  to  block  up  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
was  uoderftood  as  a  difapprohation  of  detaching  at  all. 
Nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  thoughts  than  either  to 
fend  too  large  a  detachment  at  one  period,  or  to  fend  it  too 
late.  Though,  we  could  not  fpare  thirteen  ihips,  we '  might 
have  detached  five  :  by  that  means.  Lord  Howe  would  have 
been  rendered  fuperior  to  D'Eftaing,  and  the  other  ei|(ht 
fhips  of  the  line  would  have  been  fuch  an  augmentatiofi  to 
the  weftern  (quadron,  as  would  have  rendered  it  equal,  ^hen 
he  firft  went  to  fea,  to  that  of  France,  and  have  given  himi 
a  decided  fuperiority  io  all  the  fubfequent  operations  orthe 
fummen 

He  mentioned  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  to  his  Ibtra* 
dron,  when  he  firft  went  out;  and  faid,  he  was  aftonilhed 
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bow  any  man  could  doubc  it,  after  the  proofft  of  ibt  fa  A9 
which  had  already  been  exhibited ;  bat  much  more  Aat 
miniftera  would  do  fi>,  when  they  knew  that  bt  could'prove 
they  were  fully  informed  of  the  fad. 

]Be  obierved,  that  no  mian  bad  more  freely  or  uavtferved* 
ly  dealt  tat  bis  cenfiires  upon  admintftratidn  than  the  ho- 
QOuraUe  gentleman  under  the  gallery  [Johnftone}  aiSd  yet 
*  he  underftood  he  was  again  ming  cut  under  their  auipices. 
He  did  not  prefume  to  find  fault  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman** refelution;  but  he  could  not  help  piefumfng  that 
he  entertained  more  favourable  fentimenh  of  the  wiftlom 
^d  ability  pf  adminiftration  than  he  feemed  willing  to  ac- 
.    knowledge* 

He  then  entered  into  a  revieV^  of  the  conduA  of  Lord 
Howe,  beftowed  upon  it  the  higheft  encomiums ;  and  af- 
firmed, if  it  had  not  been  for  his  fiiperior  fkall  and  ability, 
our  naval  forct  in  America  would  have  been  defkroyed  or 
t4keo;  knd  that  die  greateft  and  mott  fortunate  exertions 
of  the  noble  Lord  muft  have  fiiiled,  had  D*£ftaing  either 
atri^bd'at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  a  few  days  carUer,  or 
Cot  7flL.  proceeded  dirc£ily  to  New  York. 
b%m7  Gotvernor  %A«^fl«r  entered  into  a  long  juftificatton  of  his 

former  fpeech.  He  differed  In  opinion  that  it  would*  hare 
been  fafe  for  D'Eflaing  to  have  proceeded  dire^^ly  to  New- 
Yorky  or  have  remained  there,  when  he  was  not  fure  that 
,  th^  firft  prafpefik  eachfiicceffive  morping  mi^ht  have  prefenr- 
ed,  WQuM  not  be  the  united  fleets  of  Lord  Howe  and  Mr. 
Ryron,  in'  which  cafe  hi«  ruin  would  be  inevitable.  He 
contemted^^nd  would  ever  contend,  that  Lord  Howe  was 
e(]U(\l  t6  D'EftaingoflF  Rhode  Ifland  ;  and  that  although  the 
French,  admiral  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  fuch  were 
tl^e  natural  defences  and  obftru£tions  to  the  navigation  of 
bvrge  (hips  up  that  river,  that  both  the  fleet  and  Yhte  army 
would  have  remained  perfeftly  fafcw 

He  denied  that  he  had  made  any  peribnal  attack  upon 
-  the  hoa6arabIe  admiral  who  fpoke  tail,  when  abient.  He 
g^Ve  bis  opinion  fairly,  atid  without  referve,  as  a  member 
oC  that  Houfe.  What  he  faid,  was  founded  upon  fa^  of 
'  -  pubti'c  qotoriety,  fuch  as,  that  the  admiral  had  fo  many  fhips, 
the  French  (a  many,  and  that  fuch  was  the  iflueof  riie  con- 
tfft  of  the  27th  of  July. 

Thofe  were  matters  which  a  profeffional  man  might  (peak 
of-with  fome  confidence,  thoughnot  with  certainty:  They 
WQrc  fafi:!  every  man  was  at  liberty  to  reafon  upon,    tie 
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tiidf  tkst  ivfaalevor  his  opbion  of  ^dminiftnirioa  iniffht  be* 
he  oodM  oot'ccme  inio  tbe  ideas  of  oppofition ;  a  ^para-. 
tion  between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  a  meafure  ha 
would  never  coofeat  to»  as  long  as  the  leaft  proipeft  of  fi4c* 
ceTs  remaiB^.  He  «rat  certain  that  fuch  a  political  connec- 
tion as  was  prppofed,  ia  which  the  rights  of  both  countriea 
were  acknowledged,  would  be  cqvalljr  beneficial  to  them ; 
while  a  ieparation- would  be  no  le&  fataU  It  would  amount « 
not  ogly  to  the  reliaquiihiag  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of^ 
t^CQuntr]r>  and  the  cosifeqitent  decreafe  of  our  naval  power, 
but  would  add  proporcionably  ta  that  of  France  in  each, 
rsfpefk    -  ..  ^  .  • 

He  laid,  he  heard  wMijoy  and  ^reat  inward  fati^fadioiiy 
his  opiquboa  in.  rafpeA  of  iending  out  a  reinforcement  to  Lord 
Howe*  i«ceiv0  thcr  afipvobation  of  the  honourable  admiral. 
He  fpoke  to  iist  i>ropr]ety  of  that  meafure,  and  voted  for  the 
cenfite  of  the  admiralty^^hoard,  merely  for  dteir  oegleft  in 
that  inflance.  It  was  plaia  by  the  hoaourable  admiral's  avow- 
ed "Qphui^^  that  adminiftration  could'  not  fafely  detach  a  fuf^ 
ficient  force  la  the  Mediterraneafu  It  was  equally  evident 
fcoai  the  fame  authority,  that  thoy  could*  have  fpared  five 
ihips,  which  would  have  boeA  enough  to  have  given  th^  no- 
ble Lord  a  decided  iuperiority ;  nor  was  it  leis  clear,-  that 
in  negle&ingr  to  do  fb,  they  had  betrayed  the  greateft 
incapacity. 

The  ceofure  o(  minifters  for  fending  out  the  honourable 
admiral  with  20  ihips,  was  not,  in  his  opinion,,  well  found- 
ed, ualcft  it  could  be  peoved  that  more  were  ready.  If  they 
fent  a  fwller,  when  the^^  might  haveXent.a  larger  force,  they 
were  highly  to  blame;  if  they  could  not,  all  ctrcumftances 
cottfidered,  he  thought  the  meafure  very  juftifiable.  At  moft, 
if  any'  Uame  was  due,  it  could  be  only  on  the  ground,  that 
the  detachfi^ent  under  Mr.  Byron  was  too  large,  and  from 
that  circumftance,  the  fquadron  for  our  home-defence  and 
the  protedion  of  our  returning  trade  fleets,  was  unncceiFa- 
rily  weakened.  Combining  thefe  two  circumfUnces,  he 
partly  agreed  with  the  honourable  admiral ;  but  on  the  fup-' 
()ofition,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  detach  thirteen  fhips  of 
the  line  to  reinforce  Lord  Howe,  the  other  meafure,  that 
of  fending  oi^t  th^  honourable  admiral  with  twenty^  was,  in 
his  opinion,  every  way  defenfible. 

He  avowed  his  wifh  to  ferye,  and  his  readinefs  to  accejC 
of  any  command,  yhich  adminiftration  thought  proper  to. 
CDtruft  him  with.    It  was  a  featoa  when  the  ftate  called 
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upbn  the  fervices  of  every  man,-  of  every  party,  MioCb  abili- 
ties or  habits  of  Ufe^^or  profeffioh,-  rendered  him  a  fit  per- 
fon  to  be  called  upoD« 

As  long  as  the  war  was  a  war  upbn  ihe  rights  of  Ameri* 
cans,  and  upon  the  liberties  and  privile^s  they  were  entitled 
to  as  Britiih  fnbjefts,  he  was  determined  id  dedine  hit  moft 
favourite  purfuit,  that  of  his  profelBion  |  biit  aa  fiioa  as 
France  interfered  in  the  conteft,  the  nature  of  it  was  to- 
tally changed*  It  was  not  now  a  war  with  America,  bat 
a  war  with  France,  allied  with  a  part  of  our  own  fi^geds^ 
the  obje£l  of  which  was  the  deftru&ion  of  England^ 

In  that  light  alone  he  (hould  ever,  hold  it ;  and  in  diat 
light,  he,  for  one,  thought  that  Ho  man  could  ^tbhold  his 
fervices  from  the  ftate,  without  tacitly  ackoowledgiiig  him- 
felf  to  be  very  indifierent  as  to  the  ifiiie.  Our  finuAioii 
was,  he  confe^,  difficult  and  dangeroas,  but  was  never* 
thelefs  acconapanied  with  a  variety  of  drcomftaoces^  which 
held  out  pr^fpefis  of  fuocefi  and  better  times*  He  defcrib- 
ed  the  iUte  of  America,  the  weakneft  of  the  ufoqiod  go- 
vernment eftablifhed  there,  the  total  mabtUtyof  Fiamce  to 
^ve  the  colonics  any  fuccour  or  ai&ftance;,uie  deftni£Hon 
of  the  French  commerce  ;  and  a  variety  of  other  natters 
to  ihew,  that  America,  in  cafe  the  operadoiB  of  die  cnfiiii^ 
campaign  were  puflied  with  fpirit  and  vigour,  woidd  of  ne- 
ceflity  be  compelled  to  fubmit  and  accept  of  reaiimable  pro-* 
pofktions,  for  a  persaanent  accomoKxiatioD,  of  all  the  fab* 
iittiDg  difficulties. 

He  advifed  mtnifters  to  lo&  no  time  in  the  peceiTary  prepa- 
rations, for  a  vigorous  campaign  in  America ;  for  if  either  the 
troops  meant  to  be  fent  thither,  were  deficient  in  number,  or 
fept  too  late,,  it  would  be  much  better  not  to  fend  them  at  all. 
The  confequences  would,  and  muft  be  one  or  both  of  thefe: 
that  nothing  decifive  could  be  attempted  with  an  inadequate 
force  I  .and  that  even  with  an  adequate  force,  coHcfied  too 
late,  no  efie£^ive  or  general  plan  could  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion«  He  hoped  to  hear  or  fee  no  more  ridiculous  campaigns, 
which  ferved  only  to  lavifh  the  money  and  the  beft  blood  of 
this  country }  that  whatever  was  attempted  would  be  fpee- 
dily  attempted  ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  promife  ere* 
I'y  rational  hope  of  fuccefs.     . 

He  entered  into  adcfencc  of  the  admiralty-board,  refpeding 
thftir-treatinentof  the  two  Admirals[Lord  Howe  and  Mr.  Kep- 
pei]  faid  that  if  they  refufed  to  ferve  under  that  board,  it  was 
Qoc  the  fault  of  the  board  3  for  it  bad  no  power  that  he  knew 
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of,  to  force  them  iito  the  fervice.  The  admiralty^board 
were  not  anfwerable  for  the  contents  of  Che  letter  publiflbcd  in 
the  newfpspersy  and  figned  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr;  nor  did  he 
think  when  every  other  mode  of  redrefs  was  rcfufed,  that  a 
newfpaper  was  an  improper  channel  of  conveying  the  fehti-* 
ments  of  perfons,  who  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  to  the 
public  eye.  He  infhinced  the  cafe  of  Lord  Chacham,  on  the 
motivei  of  his  refignation,  and  of  h[s  accepting  of  a  penfion 
for  himfeif  and  family,  and  a  barony  for  his  Lady  and  her 
heirs,  in  a  letter  to  Alderman  Beckford  which  wascirculated 
in  all  the  public  prints ;  and  of  a  Roman  emperor,  who  be* 
ing  Itbrlled,  anfwered  the  libel  by  a  publication  a£5xed  on  his 
palace  gates. 

He  inftanced  the  cafe  of  the  late  Lord  Anfon,  Admiral 
Holbourne,  and  the  prefent  Lord  Hawke,  who  were  feverally 
fent  oat  with  fquadrons  inferior  to  thofe  of  th^  enemy,  who 
never  impeached  the  conduA  of  thofe  who  fent  them  out,  or 
turned  the  circumftance  into  a  ground  of  accufation. 

He  webt  i<kto  a  variety  of  obfervationsof  lefs  moment,  and 
faid  he  could  not  give  his  aflent  to  the  motion  propofed  bv  his 
honourable  friend,  ^as  there  did  notappear  fufficient evidence 
of  the  f9&t  on  which  the  cenfure  of  the  noble  Earl's  cooduft 
yyas  avowed  to  be  grounded. 

Mr.  yamts  GrenvilU  ftated  feveral  computations  refpeAing  Mr.  jtmm 
the  naval  force  of  the  prefent  day,  and  that  of  a  fimilar  period  GrmmlU. 
(iuring  the  |ate  glorious  war,  to  prove  that  although  greater 
fums  had  been  expended  the  three  firft  years  of  this  war,  than 
the  three  lirft  years  of  the  former^  that  our  navy  was  not  near^ 
I J  in  fo  r^rpe^tabl^  a  condition. 

He  mentioned  the  fiiameful,  the  criminal  neglcd  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  faid  we  muft  exped  and  look,  and  per* 
b^ps  the  event  was  at  no  great  difbmce,  for  the  lofs  of  Mi« 
porca  and  Gibraltar, 

He  (drew  9  pidure  of  former  adminiftrations,  particularly 
that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chatham,  which  he  con-  . 
p^ailed  with  that  of  the  prefent ;  and  begged  that  fortune 
might  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  hand  in  either,  becaufe  the 
caufes  in  each  period  according  to  the  general  courfe  of  hu- 
man occurrences  muft  have  pr^uced  the  effects  which  follow* 
ed  t  weak  meafures,  ruin  and  difgrace ;  thofe  planned  in 
wifdom,  and  conducted  on  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
which  vereall  d^rc|£ked  to  the  public  good,  fame,  honour  and 
(uccefs* 

He  fpoke  Ihprtly  to  feveral  parts  of  the  queftion,  and  pre- 
ij^med  there  was  ^ot  a  perfon  prefent,  who  feriouily  doubted, 
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whether  proofs  had  not  been  laid  b*fbre  the  H&ok^  Mly  fitf- 
ficient  to  juftify  the  prefebt  votei 
U.  Biw,  Lord  Hnvi  anfwered  Lord  Mulgrift  as  to  ftveral  particu- 
lars. He  denied  that  the  two  lbi|ta  Of  the  line  were  intended 
as  a  reinforcement,  one  of  them  being  fent  with  the  cootmif- 
fioners  and  ordered  to  return  with  them  (hould  they  ndte  no 
flay,  and  without  theni  if  they  thould  ;  irtd  as  to  the  otiK^r, 
the  £tg)e,  being  ordered  home  With  htm,  it  rendered  the  force 
equal  to  whst  it  was  before  thofe  (hips  #ere  fentOut;  (b 
that  on  the  whole^  the  reinfoftceMeiit  ftated  by  tHeooUrLord 
•mounted  to  juft  nothing. 

He  then  replied  to  Governor  JohnftMe.  He  faid,  that  the 
army  could  never  have  made  their  retreat  good  from  Pbilsdd* 
phia,  if  D'Eftaing  had  arrived  a  few  days  earlier ;  that  the 
Delaware  would  have  been  blocked  up  }  and  that  the  fupply 
of  provifions  being  cut  off,  the  army  under  Sir  ifenry  Glimon. 
muft  either  have  been  ftarved  or  be  compelled  to  force  their 
way  to  New  York,  under  every  poffible  difadvantage :  or  fup- 
t>onng  that  the  army  might  have  gained  New  York  without 
any  confiderable  lofs,  the  force  un^r  his  command  in  thcDe* 
laware,  deprived  of  their  co-operation^  muft  have  faUen  into 
the  enemy's  hands  ;  the  confequenceof  which  moll  be,  that 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  rebel  army  and  the  additional  force, 
D'Eftaing  might  have  avoided  an  engagement  with  Mr.  By- 
ron, or  met  him  with  a  confefled  fuperiority,  feme  of  bis  (hips 
having  been  feparated  from  him  in  the  gale  of  wind  on  kls 
paflage  from  Europe. 

As  to  his  force  being  equal  off  Rhode-Ifland,  to  that  under 
the  command  of  D'Euaing,  he  denied  it  |  and  begged  leave, 
once  for  all,  to  con  trad  id  the  honourable  gentleman's  aflertion. 
It  was  neither  equal  in  point  of  number  of  fliips  of  the  line, 
or  numbers ;  and  it  was  in  his  opinion  to  the  laft  degree  ab- 
furd  and  impradicable,  to  talk  of  a  line  of  battle  |  and  io 
the  ideal  arrangement  of  it,  to  ftafe  fiftiM  and  fefttes  b^g 
brought  into  the  line,  and  fuppbfing  that  they  could  lie  along- 
fide  fcvcnty- fours,  and  large  French  fixty^fodra.  The  par- 
ticular inftance,  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  fo  much 
relied,  of  an  Englifli  fifty  [the  Phoenix]  engaging  a  FrciKh 
feventy-four*  afforded  lio  good  ground  for  To  wild  a  conjec- 
ture; and  he  would  recommend  to  the  hehourabh^  gentleman, 
flioirid  he  be  called  into  aAual  fervice,  not  wantonly,  upon  the 
prefumption  of  fuperior  Ikill  or  courage,  to  rifque  too  much 
upon  thofe  circumftance^  ;  for  if  accidents  proved  fonietimes 
lavourablo  on  one  iide,  it  furniQied  a  hii  argumeDf^  t§at  thty 
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ffl^  prove  at  another  time  equally  faronraM^  on  ttfit  of  die 
cuciiiy* 

His  LatMliptliefi  eftteted  ititb  the  ietM  of  the  27tb  of  Jn- 
I7,  an4'oftft^i^,  that  ih  operations  t>f  great  nDKJgHitudr,  too 
amck  fkveh  ihould  not  be  Md  opon  th^  circumftaitees  of  fu- 
perioriki)l  and  bravery.  It  was  a  miftaken  doctrine ;  and 
one  that  he  never  liked  to  bear  urged  with  too  great  confidence. 
h  was  wrong  to  defpife  an  enemy  on  thoft  accounts ;  for  what 
hedcomed  and  idways  fikould,  tne  beft  pletlge  of  fuccers,  was 
an  eqoftlffty  of  feret.  The  Bptilh  navy  had  oftefi  triumphed 
with  atn  itffeflor  force.  It  was  not  however  always  the  cafe : 
for  his  part,  he  wdqM  trcrft  to  at)  cqoatity  ;  he  would  not  be 
detarred  from  his  duty,  though  a  faperiority  was  againft  him; 
but  as  a  feaman,  when  an  equality  or  fuperiority  of  force" 
could  be  procufH  he  would  ever  prefer  it. 

Lord  JVifM  replied  to  Mr.  Fox,  upogi  the  precedent  of  an  U.  N»rth. 
hmtoorabie  gtmlemap's  expulftpn  [Mr.  Wilkes]  on  which 
hefeemed  to'lay  fo  great  a  ftfefs.  The  precedent,  that  he 
bad  been  eapelied  upon  an  aggregate  charge,  confifting  of 
four  feparate  articles;  Firft,  for  a  republication  of  the  North 
Britoo.  Was  not  that  fa£l  known  to  the  whole  kingdom  ? 
Was  nof  ht  fe^Hy  convified  in  a  court  of  law  ?  Was  not 
thatgemlemin  coi^vided  upon  a  fimilar  charge,  refpeding  the 
EffiiyM  Woman  i  Had  not  he  avowed  at  the  bar  of^tfaat 
Heuftf,  fhaelte  was  the  author  of  the  libel- on  a  noble  Vif. 
count,  then  in  high  office  [Weymouth]  f  and  was  not  his  . 
outlawry  upon  record,  though  from  fome  circumftancesof  in- 
formoliQf,  which  arofe  in  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  the 
oudawty'iiias  rcverfed.^-He  brggtd  the  honourable  gentleman 
coconfider,  whether  any  one  of  thofe  charges  could  be  con- 
tibfertcd,  much  lefs  denied  ;  three  of  them  were  maner  of  re» 
cord,  and  the  fourth  was  founded  in  that  fpecies  of  evidence, 
aiwayt  received  as  the  beft  and  moft  conclufive ;  the  cqjifeffion 
of  the  party  siccufed,  in  the  prcfehceof  the  judicature,  which 
had  cogiirfance  of  the  offence,  and  who  were  to  determine 
upon  the  truth  of  the  charge,  that  was  to  lead  to  the  puni(h« 
went  they  were  about  to  infli^. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  nature  of  the  proofs  of 
the  refpeAtve  charges,  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  fourided:  his'nrefent  motbn.  He  had  accufed  the  noble 
Earl  wWl  deceiving  the  nation  in  November  1777,  by  affirm- 
ing that  there  were  at  that  time  Veady  or  nearly  ready  for  fea 
42  (hip9of  the  line.  Had  the  honourable  gentleman  proved, 
that  there  were  not  i  No,  certainly,  he  had  not ;  on  the  con- 
trary the  affirmative  had  been  proved,  over  and  over  again,  in 
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the  eouHe  of  the  debates  w  (he  fubjea,  Tbe  neict  clurg^ 
WIS,  diat  wc  were  not  equal  to  France  in  June^  and  A^  proof 
wif 9  tb^t  Admiral  Eeppel  failed  early  in  thiu  imntb^  with, 
only  twenty  ibips  of  the  line,  while  there  w(W  twimty«ftyea 
or  thirty- two  ready  to  proceed  to  fpa  frpm  tbe  Wbpiir  of 
Sreft.  To  thit  he  would  give  a  4'm&  aofwer^  that  bocb  tbe 
h£k  and  the  confequeoceon  which  it  was  founded  were  equally 
Ypid  of  proof  fo  fupport  tbem^  For  it  might  with  mucli  nM>re 
juftjce  be  aflerfed,  that  the  nairal  force  ^  this  country,  was 
ftilly  equal  to  that  of  Fr#neein  June}  becaufe  when  Mr^ 
Eeppel  failed  fr<im  Plymouth,  there  were  not  motf  than  fetren- 
teen,  at  mo^  twmtv,  fail  of  the  line,  ready  to  proceed  to  fa 
from  Breft  water.  Here  his  Lordihip  went  info  feveral  argu- 
iBenta  to  maintain  this  pofitioyi,  fuch  as  that  the  papers  ibuod 
aboard  tbe  Licorne  and  tbe  Pallas,  contained  no  fpecific  proof 
whatever,  only  a  mere  paper  of  anchorage,  without  date,  wbicb 
might  be  preiumed  to  bear  relation  as  well  co  a  former  or  fa* 
fure  arrangement  (of  a  pilot's  mere  injtradion  for  ancbo* 
rage)  I  but  what  put  tbe  matter  pad  doubt  in  bis  mind,  and 
took  away  every  pretence  for  controverfy  was,  that  D'Orwilicn 
looked  tipon  himfcif  to  be  inferior  to  the  weftcm  fqo^drtfn, 
otherwife  he  never  woujd  have  ftayed  in  harbour,  vriiiaehewas 
convinced  that  he  had  a  fuperiority  of  three^  to  two  over  an 
f  nemy,  then  Rationed  off  the  coaft  ^  and  waited  from  motives 
of  inverted  policy,  til}  that  enemy  was  in  a  ^tiiacioa  tp  meet 
l)tm  upon  equal  terms. 

His  tfOrdipip  then  defended  the  propriety  of  not  detaching 
earlier,  or  not  fending;  a  fquadron  to  Gibraltar,  in  order  to 
block  up  that  of  P^Efbing,  and  thereby  pteyefitipg  biaa-lirora 
proceedmg  to  America* 

The  honourable  Admiral  wbo  lately  fpoke  \n  the  ddiatr, 
acknowledged  frequently  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  fend 
a  fleet  totte  Mediterranean  i  and  fof  bi^  part,  he  vraa  equally 
clear,  that  it  woulo  be  a  very  hastardou^  a|id  dangerous  wny 
fure  to  have  detached  Mr.  Byron,  on  the  ferviee  dfi  which  he 
was  fept,  till  it  was  |irft  known  .what  couffe  D'Eftaing  had 
taken  ;  till  it  was  known  that  he  was  in  his  way  aproft  the 
Atlantip,  or  meant  to  have  joined  the  ^reft  Qeett 

The  honourable  Admiral  had  acceded  to,  or  rather  coofirr 
m^dy  thefe  reafoningt,  iq  the  cour&of  bis  &eecb  i  but  (aid, 
why  npt  fend  five  (hips  tp  enforce  the  noble  Lord,  then  com- 
manding in  America  l  And  |he  noble  Lord  himfelf  bad  coo* 
firmed  thif  argument,  by  faying  that  he  ^npa  ififitifor  tq 
D'Eftaing.  *  ^  '^  '  - 
*  He 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A*  1779*  DEBATES.  297 

He  he^jti  leave  to  infvrer  both  tboTe  objedioiis.  To  die 
honourable  Admiral,  it  was  enough  to  anfwer,  that  the  noble 
Lord  was<qut),  if  notj  nearly  equal,  to  D'Eftaing  j  and  that 
minifters  were  fully  juftified  in  hazardine  and  trufting  to  a 
trifling  inftriority,  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Lord,  fo  long  aa 
they  remained  in  a  ftate  of  fufpence,  concerhinflr  the  deftina* 
tion  of  the  fquadron  under  D*£ftaing.  To  the  noble  Lord,  who 
bad  faid  that  two  flitps  which  compofed  part  of  his  fquadron 
made  my  addition  to  the  ftrength  of  the  naval  force  in  Ameri'* 
ca,  it  was  fuftcient  to  obferve,  that  in  thefituation  he  was  in» 
apprized  of  iy£ftaing*s  Aippoftd  deftination,  he  would  never  ' 
have  permitted  the  flilp  which  carried  out  the  connniflioneray 
to  return,  nor  come  home  in  the  Eligle  himfelf,  when  he  mdt 
perceive,  that  the  reducing  the  remaining  force,  would  have 
been  little  fliort  of  devoting  it  to  the  enemy,  which  in  that  ' 
event,  muft  haire  been  mantfeftly  fe  far  fuperior,  as  to  cut  off 
almoft  any  well-founded  p^ofpea  of  fucceftful  nMiftance. 

His  Lordikip  pafled  feveral  handfome  compliments  on  the 
noble  Lord  near  him  [Mulgrave]  •,  faid  he  had  nated  the  matters 
now  curforily  mentioned  by  him,  iti  a  manner  which  rendered 
bis  rtfing  v^  unaeceflary,  had  not  the  honourable  Admiral 
over  the  waiy.and  the  noble  Lord  behind  him  FHowe]  prefix 
fo  ftrongly  the  neceffity  of  ftndirig  out  a  fmall  detachfnent,  .in 
order  to  give  the  doble  Lord  laft  meotioncd9  a  fuperiority  over 
D'£ftatng. 

His  Lcrafliip  faM  bemuft  take  notice  of  the  languagjeof  the 
honourable  Admiral,  whofe  principal  Complaint  againft  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  reft  of  his 
Msjefty'a  miniflers,  artd  which  he  affigned  as  a  very  ftrong 
motive  for  his  declining  to  ferve,  was,  that  he  was  not  b^cd 
and  entreated  and  fupolicated  ,to  ferve.— -He  aflured  the  ho« 
nouraUe  Admiral,  if  he  knew  that  no  other  impediment  ftood 
in  the  way,  he  vras  fo  well  apprized  of  his  great  abilities,  and 
fo  anxious  to  fee  them  employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  cj^nntry^ 
that  inftead  of  writing  one  letter,  he  would  have  advifed  the 
writing  of  a  fecood  and  a  third,  in  order  to  tfkSt  fo  defirabla 
a  purpofe ;  and  be  was  certain,  fo  would  every  one  of  his 
Majefty's  fervants.  He  had  to  lament  that  he  did  not  know 
in  time,  that  alt  the  honourable  A<}miral  wanted  to  induce 
him  to  the  performance  of  bis  duty  was,  to  be  beegdl  and  en- 
treated ;  for  hetfliired  him,  as' Air  as  he  had  any  voice  or  influ* 
ence  in  bis  Mfl^eftv's  councils,  no  ground  of  complaint  wouM 
have  remained  on  that  head. 

To  Aat  part  of  Mr.  Pox's  fpeech  which  <:ontained  % 
charge  9f  partiditf  and  enmity  in  adminiftratioo  lomitdiei 
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booourtble  AdiairaU  lumepc^c^ylM  ;  as  it^ooiild'  fipt  bt  .Ac 
iotereft  of  Adminiftratioo  tp>  parfec «»  ^  jH^ftcmir  My*-  tUf^' 
pel,  fo  now  u  wM  not  their  wifti,  toi  eitlwr  ifOKM  qr^caealpite 
^'r  Hugh  WUirer.     Mioiftry  .kn^«r  nothing  of  tbfC  gentle- 

n's  intended  chargSf  till  it  apf^^arcd  ii)  th^  fliaplfr  tf  •  ffwiti- 
ocufation,  fornuUy  prefcrn^  tp  the  hoard  €f  witmnhy  ; 
Ewat  tl^crp  the  leaft  intendoA  of  Slewing  my  faroar  or  in* 
gen^  to  Sir  i)ug^  Palit(cr,<|N»t  wlwthe  vaamtialcd  to 
.  n  pripctgiei  of  bmnaniiyr  ^  juftiee*  Hia  Lafrifli»p  oh* 
ferved  th^  s^  accmfaiion  miring  hoto  aiiada^  dio  sHMfahf 
iKKurd  upoi)  ;pirh^t  cam^  out  in  cyidfaceon  tbl$  hOdoQraUo. Ad- 
miral's trial  tbou^t  tM  tM  miniitas  on  dput  (ri4l  ^SMed 
fkfficient  ipa|t|;^r  f9ii  ivbich  to  gfOHild  an  enquiry  ioco  thr  ticc* 
admiral's  co^du^ ;  ibfiy  kii^  U  iJipir  duty  to  40  f^G^'and  ia  his 
GpinJon  npij|ui)g  bitf  th%  nio^iya^inant  difpofitiWy  :AAioits 
malice  fpd  p^^-ty  ragK>  poM  ^^Ai^Acd  My  niM^acoBdtidcy 
that  either  tbe  npbie  Lfipti^^i^  9khu  mnmh^^^r.wfKemhtxB 
of  adoiioil^MiQf),  b^d  infRffienfd  in  tlie  diflvif Qi:t«liidi  at«fe 
bctwreo  the  Admira)  %f|d  Vic4-9dmiraU  It imm feotheliftdeN 
gree  ahf4)r^  ;ind  mooftiroMs j  it  ^m^ ind^crf  a  OMiii^ioua  md  ill* 
found^  acf ^C^ion9  lo  f^v^  tb^  ^icU  <^d  tsQuId  only  Wne  ori- 
^oatcd  jn  t!^f  n|(.find  d4Ca(pPWi^i^»t  of  p4ity»  and  in  the 
moft  cxt^va^n^  fffiD2<y.wd4ui|r  qf  fadiofi.     ' 

H^  pcr&$Iy  correfoop^  ill  f0]MinfntwUitliejio|>)e Lord 
who  (poke  eirly  [Mulgrave]  that  it  was  cruel,  ujmenerous 
andindecff)<,io  attai^k^^^^  Uitbf  p^bnnan^r  of  their  duty ; 
anil  an  ad  of  dut^  too,  i^^  fjMr  from  hei^gidtalinft^  that  of 
fitting  on  th^  lifii  and  honQHf  of  a  brother  dftecr.  It  iras  the 
laD:  ipacles  of  perfecutio?  tpwards,  a  fallen  and  fMifiE>ftiniate 
qian.  it  was  an  unjuftifiablea^tackiipoathe  ducn&tfaof 
pro&ifippal  men,  and  could  be  dddgncd  for  naaitbor  nppartei 
purpofe  but.  deterring  them  frona  the  p^rfdiaianci  of  their 
duty,  by  holding  out  tb^  al|«r.natiy?  of  eidHtr  coniboiing  to 
convi^^l  perhaps  an  innocenit .  o)a«9  or  of  .fuboiittuig  to  she 
obioquj  9f  having  been  fo  far  iniiieoced  by  partial  ^g^totrmf^ 
motives,  as  to  facrifice  every  thing  which  they  fliauU  kaU  dear 
as  men  or  officers,  the  prefervation  of  their  hoaour  ami  a  due 
regard  tg  their  oaths. 

Helpol^e  of  the  reononftrancCi  figntd  by  th^  naval^Cncss  i 
and  &id  d&ough  there  w«(o  ^reral  fignatnres-  to  that  paper, 
which  he'  ever  had  and  evftr  would  revete^  Mhraa  fMb ;  to  fty, 
that -it  gave  4  very  dangeroua  exfttnple  {  and.  iMs'  in  its  na- 
ture fubverfive  of  all  difcipline  and  &iboiMittation&  Iff  ap^ 
QBids  of  £ifx;b  St  kind,  wore  promoted  or  ^couiagid,'  i^jiaribA 
CQi44  ^  i^k^tlmy  nHfbCond^or  wlMbcrintumilhaf  tn^ 
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Qot be elEtonMt»  every  fubordloatcTaokaad  dAfsdf  ib»# 
meo^  and  inftcad  of  fNfiuiioung  tbe  -  j^irpofes  whkk  it  af« 
feflcd^  ttvuamw^f.  ht  pmdaftive  of  nmtiny  and.difobe*' 
dmc€. 

Hbr  Loidihip  raBefaded.  with  fijring,  diat,  as  nothiog 
Whi^wditto  the  aggtegaM <:hat]^e  hod  boen  proved;  or 
takiog  Uie  matter  fturly  both  fbrmaUy  tuid  fiibftantially,  at 
every  fepiurace  charge  h«l  bten  Aifproved  and  ncgatired ;  fti 
it  fequHfcd  no  argaoem  to  ihew  that  aft  afflpregtte  of  a 
thdofiad  negatives,  conhi  never  be  «iado  «o  aaiount,  itt 
reaibo  or  juftioe,  to  a.iiBgle  affirinatm. 

Adftural  Xfpfd  lepeated,  that  althowh  the  home  i(ery3c6  Admiral 
wonU  not  admit  cfa  lafge-datadhfneftt  m-  eMier  the  Medi*  t^^* 
terranean  or  America,  that  nevertheleft  fhre  Ihipt  might 
hive  faeen  .Ipmi  eaAy*  eaoogfa  ti»  reach  America  before 
I>Eftaing  reachci^  It;  which  wofuld  hare  had  the  defired 
dkSt;  that  of  giviBg  htm  a  ftipenbrity  at  his  going  out  the^^ 
firft  time^  and  in  the  vattriir  of  the  WhOler  limmer  after,  ae* 
wcU  at  the  inUe  Xiord.  vAder  die  oppaiitm  gatterjr.  He' 
WDidd^  bjr  tfant  HKant ,  have  ^orie  out  wiA  twenty*eight  m^^ 
ffcead  oPtwciitjr  ttkipty  and  after  hii  reMifoioemetits  reachef 
hiiBy  hft'  unMild  hate  had  a  Ibrce  of  forty  Ihips  «f  the  line^- 
which  would  hove  boeo  fuch  a  deolfive  Aiperiority,  as  muff 
hare  blocked  iipDH>rvilliers,  or,  if  he  had  ventured  to  c6me 
oat,  wonU,  la  alt  haoaan  prob;i>ility,  have  ended  in  his  de- 

Tbenobia  Lord  in  the  Hoe  ribboti  had  aifefted  to  be  very 
witty  at  hia^  expeocd ;  he  wis'  imj  gtad  #hen  any  thing 
which  fell  from  him,  fttrnifiled  an  opportunity  to  the 
noble  Loed  to  dUS^  hi»  wit^  which  it  was  acknowled^ 
Oft  lU  hands  he  cotdd  exert  at  will ;  but  finee  the  noble 
Lotd  had  Iseea  iadalged  in  his  witty  ironical  ftriftnrcs,  he 
be^gpd  leave  to  obferve,  that  (6  far  from  ikying  that  he 
demed  to  be  begged  or  intreated,  Aat  he  did  hot  even  in-- 
linuate  any  fuch  wi(h  or  expeftation.  He  tolmplftined,  tifa^, 
ia  )ua  aaamtta^  }ie  received  a  cold  tener.  He  complained^ 
that  ftftomr  had  been  fent  to  his  houib  in  his  abfence,  when 
it  test  known  he  ^vat  oiit  of  town  for  the  benefit  6f  his  heritfa^ 
ad  that  no  forthtr  notice  h^  beentakeh  of  him.  No^  fac'* 
coqU  lift  perceive  any  thiftg  in  this  ihort,  but  plain  nam-' 
tivcy  dm  indicayd  a  wifh  or  defire  to  be  begged,'  fypflW'^ 
cacao,  or  iamated.    He  flood  fairly  in  the  opinion  of  every 

^-^—'* ^  in  the  Hoafe, naval  or  military^  whether  this* 

\  e  veft  to  a  <!Oinmoa  eneouragement^  fuch 
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tt  thovXi  accompany  a  troft  of  fudi  imporhixic^  for  him 
to  icfimie  kb  coatauid ;  or,  whtdier  hit  dtetinbg  to  fcrve 
under  fuch  ciicumftanccs,  might  be  faiiij  iatcr|ntted  into 
a  wilh  to  be  begged  to  ferve^  to  be  humoured  in  the  petu- 
lance and  caprice  of  a  child,  who  required  preiiing  to  ac* 
oept  of  what  he  would  not  take '  without  being  intreated 
and  iblicited*  He  affured  the  noble  Lord  he  was  no  diild, 
however  capricious  he  mi^t  deem  him ;  neither  did  he 
regard  the  miniftry  as  chtldrea;  but  if  die  noble  Lord 
wanted  to  reallv  know  why  he  mentioned  the  letter,  he 
«  "^  would  fairly  tell  himy  that,  at  lb  important  a  crifis  as  the 
prefent,  he  did  not  h>ve  to  Ue  ftill,  for  he  was  ready  to  ferve 
whenever  he  conldldo  it  with  fecurtty,  and  upon  fuch  terms 
as  he  could  iafely  truft  to. 

u.  JVM^.  Lord  North  made  a  ihort  reply  to  die  admiral.  He  (aid, 
he  did  not  confider  him  as  a  chdd,  and  was  forry  that  be 
underftoodhim  to  beinjeftwhen  he  was  mofkierioufly  in 
<^neft«  He  beUeved  the  letter  alluded  to  was  drawn  up  in 
the  common  forms  of  office:  there  was  nodiing,  he  pri- 
filmed,  omitted  that  ouriit  to  have  been  inferted ;  and  if 
there  was  nothing  added,  the  honourable  admiral  had  no 
rcafon  to  dia^  the  letter  with  addneis  on  that  account. 
As  to  the  honourable  admiral's  readineis  to  ferve.  It  amoont- 
ed  to  verjr  little,  if  it  was  meant  to  be  accompanied  or 
clogged  with  conditions  not  ufnally  aimexed  to  commands 
of  a  fimilar  nature.  He  was  perfealy  ferious  when  he  ex- 
preflcd  a  wifh  for  his  fervices ;  but  tfafeit  wUh^  lie  confeflcd, 
did  not  extend  fardier  than  the  genex|d  rules  and  xiiages  of 
the  fervice  were  ftridl^  adhered  to. 

It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  quite  fur  to  charge  .adnuniftra- 
tion  with  driving  him  from  die  fervice  of  his  country,  ilSieo, 
in  fz&r  taking  die  matter  either  way,  his  ckcUning  to  iarve 
amounted  to  a>  dire^  refofij  to  fer.ve,  if, .  in  accepdng  the 
command^  he^  anuQxed  terms  to  that  acceptance  not  war- 
ranted or  fui^porte4bypi:ecedent» 

rV^I        Right  honourably  ST.  7of4«5ft««rfcontcndcd,  that  ^^ 

^ep  laken  by  adminlftr^tion  aifordcd  the  moft  ine^vocal 
proofs  that  die  fame  fyftem  had  been  uniformly  purfoed, 
that  was  a  pfrofcripucm  of  every  officer  who  protetted  to  be 
^.whig,  or  a£ked  independently,  or  dared,  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  as  a  fehator,  to  difier  from  the  King^s  fervant^. 
.  He  inftanced  the  qpld  and  unkind  treatment  which 
the  late  Sir  Charles  Saunders  had  experienced  at  tho  lu^ads 
c^  minifUxs«    On  the  proipeft  of  an  approadai^  lupiuit 
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with  Spain,  relative  to  the  Jifjpute  oonceroiiig  Ftvlkkiid*! 
Iflands,  that  gallant  feama^  was  called  upoiii  he  believed 
relu^antly,  by  minifters.  He  attended  to  their  call  with 
alacrity,  afid  with  tl^ai  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  King, 
and  for  the  inurefts  of  his  country,  for  which  he  was  fo 
juftly  diftinguiihed.  When  that  s^ir  blew  over,  after 
the  admiral  had  pot  hiinielf  to  a  very  great  eKpence  in 
oeceflary  preparations,  the  fbips  were  difarxned,  and  thence** 
forward,  to  the  day  of  Sir  Charles's  death,  minifters  took 
no  notice  of  hiin,  but  refomed  their  .former  coolnefs  and 
neglefi,  manifeilinff  the  moft  pitiful  and  paultry  refent** 
ment,  diat  of  nq;leaing  even  to  make  an  oqer  tr  acknow** 
ledgment  for  the  very  coniiderable  ezpence  he  had  been 
put  to» 

He  then  gave  an  hiftory  of  the  treatment  of  Mn  Kep» 
pel,  from  his  being  called  into  the  dofet  in  November 
1776^  to  jgive  his  opinion  refpefting  the  then  fituation  of 
naval  affairs,  and  the  armaments  going  on  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain,  to  the  inftant  he  was  fpeaking;  and 
contended,  that  in  every  one  inftance,  minifters  bad  afted 
cither  in  a  ftyle  of  coolnefs,  diffidence  and  neglcd^  or  di« 
rcftly  hoftile. 

He  iaid,  no  change  coiild  be  expeded  which  would 
vary  the  fituation  of  a  profeffional  man*  It  was  the  report 
of  the  day,  that  Lord  Sandwich,  after  he  ihould  be  car- 
ried through  the  ordeal,  by  means  of  a  corrupt  majority, 
was  to  refign,  and  give  place  to  Lord  Hilfborough.  What 
yvsLS  this  but  a  continuance  of  the  fame  weak  and  wicked 
fyftem  ?  A  fyftem  merely  framed  to  keep  the  patronage  of 
the  luivy  in  the  hands  of  great  Lords,  who  were  known 
to  be  fuhTervient  to  the  will  of  the  court,  to  have  a  land 
lord-admiral  to  command  our  navy  in  times  of  wan 

Mr.  ffflbare  EUis  fpoke  of  the  advantages  an  abfolute  mo-  Mr.  mOtt^ 
narcfay  bad  over  a  limited  one  in  times  of  war.  He  ap-  '^'^' 
plied  the  argument  to  the  cooduft  of  the  admiralty-boanl, 
that  when  hoftilities  were  commenced  we  had  always  the 
woiA  of  it ;  and  that  he  never  recoUe&ed  a  fingle  inftance, 
nor  read  of  one,  in  which  we  were  fully  enabled  to  exert  our- 
ielves  till  the  third  or  fourth  year*  In  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne's  time,  hiflorjr  iupported  the  truth  of  the  ob- 
iervation;  and  in  the  war  in  1739  with  Spain,  and  after- 
wards widi  Spam  and  France,  though  it  continued  for  al- 
moft  Ceo  years,  we  had  never  ftruck  what  might  be  called 
a  deserve  blow^  till  towards  the  dofe  of  it^  when  Anfon 
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Situ  YftTTeiif  und  the  wcfcni  Lord  HswkCy  hsd  uM^fliTcIy 
defeated  the  French  fleets ;  the  cmtfequence  of  ^kh  was 
die  favoarable  tenrn  wt  afterwtrda  pKxrnred  «£roni  our  ally, 
die  prefcm  Etnprcfs  Queen,  no  left  t{tei  by  moch  the  great- 
er pan  of  Aufthan  Fhmden,  then  in  the  pofleAon  of 
France^ 

He  fpokc  likewift  of  th6  condllft  of  the  late  war,  and 
fhewed,  that  we  experiepcqd  rerj  little  iitccefs  till  the  foordi 
year. 

The  conclufion  liedrew  was,  if  diere  bad  be^n  an^  ap- 
parent weaknefs  in  our  ftate  of  naval  preparation  and  its  ef- 
feftive  force,  it  was  dearfy  imputal^  to  a  radical  canie,  in- 
herent in  oar  conftitntion,  which  while  it  occtfioned  our 
firft  efforts  to  be  weak  and  feeble,  amply  counterbalanced  that 
defeft,  by  the  additional  ftrength  and  vigour,  which  it  in- 
f afed  into  all  our  Itxbfequent  operations. 
Col.  Bgn/.  Colonel  Barre  rofe,  and  pafled  the  higheft  encoitmiais  on 
the  condu£k  of  Admiral  Kqppel,  which  he  contrafled  with 
the  partial,  cool,  and  perfecuting  behaviour  of  minifters. 
They  had  inveigled  him,  as  it  were,  into  the  fervice  for  cer- 
tain temporary  purpofes ;  and  as  foon  as  tfaofe  ptnrpofes  were 
anfwered,  they  confpircd  to  effeft  his  ruin.  They  imagin- 
ed, that  diey  could  cover  the  ruinous  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  navy,  under  that  gentleman's  fame  and  reputation  as  -a 
fcaman,  and  his  popularity  as  an  honeft  independent  man. 
When  they  had  fecurcd  that  point,  they  inftantly  begjin  to 
plot  his  deftruAion.  He  was  equally  lavifh  in  his  encomi- 
ums on  the  noble  Lord  who  commanded  in  America,  and  in 
contrafting  his  profcflional  merit  with  the  treatment  he  re- 
ceived from  minrfters,  arffirming  Without  refervc,  that  their 
great  abilities,  their  integrity,  and  their  known  indepeiRlent 
fpirit,  and  love  for  their  couatry,  were  the  true  motive  for 
the  negleft  and  inditference  (hewn  to  one,  and  the  peHbcu- 
tion  and  goldnefs  fhewn  to  the  other.  Ife  faid,  befides  all 
fhcir  great  and  good  qualities,  they  poflefied  a  ^^>ecus  of 
'  profeffional  popularity  among  their  brother  offic6rv,  more 
perhaps  than  any  two  men  ever  experienced  at  one  time  in 
this  country.  It  was  not  a  popularrty'that  was  confined  to 
the  officers  alone,  or  to  even  the  very  feamen  ferving  under 
them;  it  was  univcrfal  in  estry  ouarter  of  theglt^  Where 
a  Britifh  fcaman  was  to  be  found.  '*  Little  KcppeP*  and 
**  Black  Dick"  were  the  favourites,  and  he  folemnly  pro- 
teft6d,  that  he  believed,  if  the  whole  BHtifil  navy  *^nt  to 
rendezvous  aad  be  imited  in  6iie  fquadrqR^  or  deftined  tQ 
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two  fervicesy  and  that  Little  Keppel  or  Black  Dick  were  to 
command  jointly  or  fcverallyy  that  fuch  was  the  confidence, 
affe£ti(Mi  and  eftimation  thofe  officers  were  held  in  by  the 
whole  body  of  Britiih  Teamen,  that  a  prqis  upon  fbch  an  oc-* 
caiion  would  be  rendered  in  a  great  meafure  unnecefiary« 
They  were  h'oneil  men,  that  was  a  crime ;  they  were  both 
able  and  honei^  that  was  a  greater  crime ;  they  were  honeft, 
able^  and  independent,  ftill  worfe  ;.bat  they  were  honeft, 
able,  independent,  and  popular,  and  that  was  the  greiteft 
crime  of  all.    Such  men,  with  fncii  diipofitions,  were  not 
proper  objeSs  of  minifterial  confidence  or  attention ;  fervi* 
lity,  flattery,  and  all  the  deceptions  arts  by  which  the  pre^ 
ient  fet  of  men  in  power  have  attained  to  thdr  elevated  fb- 
tions,  and  have  kept  themfelves  in  them,  are  expected  from 
all  their  fubordinate  inftruments.     A  fyftem  of  fo  much 
weakne(s,  art,  and  villainy,  muft  be  fupported  dirooghont 
every  part  of  government !  it  mufl  be  prevalent  and  univer-> 
fal)  or  the  whole  fabric  may  fall  about  the  ears  of  its  con- 
trivers and  condu£tors.    Lord  Howe  and  Mr.  Keppel  were 
not  men  fit  for  the  purpofes  which  muf^  beeffeAed  by  fuch  a 
fyftem ;  they  could  not,  nor  would  not  co-operate  in  fijipport 
of  it ;  and,  fince  minifters  were  rafh  and  confident  enough 
to  hazard  every  thing  upon  the  iffue,  he  was  of  o)>inion,  that 
they  had  a£tcd  conuftently  and  upon  principle,  in  driving 
thoie  two  ^reat  officers  from  the  fervice.    But  when  he  gave 
them  credit  for  this  management,  he  wameil  them  to  be 
aware  of  the  ooniequences  in  cafe  of  defeat  or  difafler.  The 
nation,  in  cafe  of  misfortune,  would  demand  juftice — ^the  ^ 
heads  of  minifters  were  flaked  on  the  iffue— they  were  en- 
trufted  with  the  executive  power — ^Parliament  had  placed  in 
them  an  unlimited  confidence;  they  had  repeatedly  pledged 
themfelves  to  Parliament  for  the  meafures  they  had  advifed 
their  Sovereign  to  adopt,  and  fhould  any  fatal  difafter  foU 
low,  their  heads  would  be  made  refpontible  for  the  confe- 
qiiences* 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  was  generally  efteemed 
an  honeft  man,  indeed  he  believed  he  was  a  very  honeft  man, 
in  the  fenfe  he  underftood  theexpreffion ;  that  is,  he  was  not  a 
public  plunderer  $  but  if  on  the  other  hand,  he  permitteid 
the  nation  to  be  plundered  of  millions,  he  would  repeat  mil- 
lions, before  his  face,  was  not  he,  as  the  great  truflee  of  the 
public,  much  more  culpable  than  thofe  who  aSually  robbed 
their  country  and-lhared  the  fpoil  I  If  there  was  20O,00oV 
given  to  this  contraddr,  as  much  more  to  another  ;  if  every 
roan  almoft  in  every  public  fituation,  conneAed  with  the 
Vol,  XL  R  r  finances 
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fin^uices  and  paiionsH  expenditure^  was  pcrcndtted  .to  f^^itir^ 
was  not  that  a  blacker  crime  ^and  tf  io^nitj^  oiqrp  ^Xsxi". 
five  miCbhef)  in  the  tnfftee^  than  it  was  in  any  of  tlie Tvbor- 
dinate  peifons  who  availed  themfelves  of  the  circqno^ance  ojt 
t  failure  of  dijty  in  the  principal?  jtte  \f^ould  p^t  ;Ae.aucft»o[) 
fairly  to  the  country  eenttemen,  and  to  every  perlpn  orjandjed 
property  in  the  Houle.     Suppofe  th^t  a  ftewaj^d  of  ^tfyie 
of  one  or4ive  thoufand  pounds  a  year,   who  had  uodertikeii 
its  managemenr^  and  made  himfelf  both  in  law  and  oonlci* 
ence  fcfp^nfibie  to  render  a  fair  return  of  the, profits,  wts  to 
fmy  dottbFe  fer  ever^  demand  which  might  ]}t  madp  on  tha^ 
«ftate  }  fuppoft  he  accepted  of  falfe  charge^,  and  knoj^ingly 
dloiwod  thera  and  {Rfled  them  tn  account  ;  fuppofi^  rh^t  h^ 
iufered  the  tenants' -to  f  un  away  with  their  efFeAs  bdfore  fai$ 
'     bcc^  %nd  having  it  in  his  power  to  compel  payment, let  theni . 
0ff  witi|oi|t  paying  their  rent}   fuppofe  that  he  permitted 
.wafle  to  be  oomoaitM)  woods  tab<^  cut  down,  anJ  the-hou- 
ibSf  oficeS)  and.ftvery  improvement,  to  ^o  to  wreck  and  ruin  ] 
.^nd  to  moke  onefuppoiUian  more,  that  he  did  not  touch  k 
fingle  fliiUiag.of  tbe  fpoii  ;  what  wotild  be  the  condition  of 
/iidi  g  man  t  .^Wquid  it  not  be  much  more  for  the  advan^ge 
ff  h{0  employer,  thatinftead  of  5Q  fur  tent  lofs  fttcb  a  con- 
lfu4  Qiigbt  .Qccafioo,  diat  be  had  been  an  artful,  diligent 
f  AS^je,  i^Q,  though  kc  inight  cheat  or  tnke  ten  ftir  cent'  out 
pf  4^  pi^t?  for  \\%  Qorn  ufe,   would  take  care  that  no  other 
jpciibp  llbould  K>b  ,i t  of ;a  £ogle  Ihiliing  ?    \i  4he  ltmi)e  was  exft- 
l^ined  amd  pr^pflsly  compared,  it  wooM  be  foui^  to  be  produc* 
«^ivf  of  «iUQb>nM)rp  mifchicvbttseffeifis,  in  p<)opop«ifm^  when 
l^ppli<4  tp  g;oK<rnn>«n^ ;  for  it  was  not  onKy  the  lofs^f  the  mo- 
V^,  but  that  |iothii(^  wiis  .well  done  or  faichftjlly  eneirutc-d.  A 

Eieral  fpirjt  f^  ffipiQ^)  plunder^  and  difipation  had  gone 
th^  apd  in  thie  Ib^iif ble  for  the  ipalA^  the  intercAs  of  tlip 
liatioo  ^pif  |t^c^<d,  $M)d  its  affaiis  fuffered  :to  go  to  ruin. 

i\t  f\p^t  nw3?2v\.%PP'»iC^.!ioo^f  tfeofcfaas  to  the  fubordir 
J^atp  pAqrs  Mpd^  tbj?  .bcM^rd  n  which  the  noble  JLond,  xopstik^. 
Oned  in  the  motion,  presided  \  the  navy  and  viduadliiig  c^- 
fijces,  ^c.  He  did  nof  <nean  to  criminate  or  defend  tbe  Aoble 
Jl^ord  froin  bis  feeing  a  participgnt  of  tbe  (poils  ib.  gfo^beped. 
All  he  meant  to  cbnclude  (rpm  tbofe  fA£U  was,  that  tl|r  no* 
)>Ie  I^prd,  a9  well  as  tbic  nc^k  hotH  in  tbe.  Uu^  rit^bw,  be 
their  hands  eicer  i^^  cleap,  wfCfe  i&oce  ci!tau|ial  tbaa  t|ir  per? 
Ipns  ^hp  ibarod  the  pl|U|ider, 

Tl\e  noble  I^Qrd,  wbofe  rempvjil  was  deficed  (f  tiie  psefeiit 

*  potion,  W9S,  JvtVff^^r,  prejity  fionorious.     He  did  not  wUk  so 

]^  )}pder(l:ood  9^\  i^^\i^%  f|C<m  bki  (Hm  Jcjiowledge.    PuMiic 
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Import  had  fbmetimes  a  great  infiuence  upon  bis  opinion^  I' 
l)uc  general  and  almoft  univerfal  report  was  to  him  little  fliQ|:t. 
of  proof  ^ofitive.     Enquire  then  the  noble  Lord's  character, 
as  aftatefifiaR  ;  look  for  it  fronv  profeffionai  men  in  the  na*-. 
vy.    Go  to  the  India-houfe^  to  Green wich*ho(pitaly  to  the 
tburchi  to  the  play-houfe^  to  his  own  neigbbourbood— *«^ 
What  would  fuch  enquiries  lead  to  /  That  jemmy  Twitchei^ 
was  known  well  at  them  all ;  that  his  conduct  was  uniform  * 
and  confident  both  in  his  pleafure's^  his  amufements,  and  iai 
ti'anfadions  of  bufinefs :    and  that^  like  hi^  name-fake  iQ^. 
Gay's  celebrated  opera,  whenever  he  (ball  find  himfelf  bard- 
prefled^  that  he  will  'peachbis  comrades-^that  he  will  be  th«-  ^ 
means  of  bringing  tiie  rell  of  the  gang  to  juftioe* 

He  anfwered  feveral  things  which  had  fallen  fjrom  Lovd  North- 
relative  to  the  duties  of  an  officer,  whom  his  Lord(bij>  had  de-^ 
fcribed  as"  little  better  than  a  mere  machine^  to  be  employed  bf: 
the  perfons  entrulted  with  the  executive  powers  of  the  i(ate«  He 
contended,  that  no  man  was  fuppofed  to  furrender  bis  under*; 
Sanding  the  inftant  be,  accepted  of  a  cooutiand.  A  map  of> 
fuch  a  defcription  was  not  nt  for  a  command.  He  muft  be- 
acquainted  with  circumffances,  .otherwife  he  cannot  be  e< 
jiidge  of  the  practicability  of  the  fervice^ 

There  was  a  dodrine  becoming  very  prevalent  in  tbafi- 
Houfe,  and  firft  broached  by  a  learned  gentleman  over  the? 
way  [the  Attorney  (aienerdj  that  officers  were  not  to  jtidgr 
of  circumftances  dire&ly  within  the  line  of  thieir  profeffioiit* 
fo  it  was  totally  out  of  their  contemplation  as  profeffional  . 
men  to  foro^  politici^  opinions.  This  was  a  do£lrtne  bc* 
weuM  never  endure,  when  carried  to  the  length  appsMndy 
contended  for  by  that  sentlem'an.  He  faid,  if  feamen  ha<t 
not  poirti'cal  opinions  of  their  own,  probably  the  Revolutfoa^ 
would  never  have  happened,  nor  the  prefent  family  be  feated 
on  t^'e  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms* 

He  tbok  notice  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  ieamen* 
under  tbe  command  of  liord  Dartmouth  in  1688,  when  (be 
Princeof  Orange  was  daily  expelled  ;  that  his  Lordfhi|^. 
fearful  of  triiftihg  to  the  officers  and  feamen  under  his  com* 
mand^  called  a  council  of  war,  when  it  was  the  opinion  of- 
the  flag^  and  b^her  principal  officers,  that  it  would  not  be  fate 
to  nie^  the  enemy,- on  account  of  the  fpirit  of  diflatisfa&ioiix 
which  h^  fpread  itfdf  through  the  whole  fleet.     It  was  ac«. 
tor^rigly  difetertninedi^notto  endeavour  to  intercept  the  Dutch- 
fleet  ^  though  it  was  plain,  if  the  fpirit  had  been  the  other, 
way,^  wfe  Wfcfd  confldtirably  fupfcrior  to  the  Dutch,  and,  in  ail! 
probability^  WOUtd'hsev^earotfce^at  atf  end  toall  thedefighsor 
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the  prince  of  Orange.  Hf  mentioned  fevexal  other  inftaiicest 
fuoh  as  thefieffeof  Rochelle;  the  condud  of  Buckinghacti 
and  Captain  nrnnington,  to  prove,  that  men  fenriog  their 
country  were  not  put  into  a  (ituaiion,  that  their  duty  from 
cvrcatn  circumftance^  would  be  beft  and  moft  eiFeAually 
performed  by  the  fubmitting  to  be  the  inftrumeitts  cm- 
ployed  for  its  deftruflion.  Such  an  idea  was  to  the  laft 
degree  ridiculous  and  irrational.  An  oiScer,  like  every  other 
fubjed,  ftood  in  two  relations ;  he  was  bound  by  a  regard  for 
bis  own  perfonal  honour  and  the  good  of  his  country; 
when  any  nuytive  of  conduS  diredly  and  manifefHy  con- 
tradided  or  forbid  the  performance  of  either  duty,  it  vras  in 
itfelf  nugatory  and  abfurd  ;  an  officer's  reputacion  and  cha- 
rader  formed  his  greateft  trrafure,  and  it  was  monftrous  to 
'  fuppofe  that  any  power  on  earth  could  compel  him  to  be- 
come the  parricide  inftead  of  the  defender  and  proCedor  of 
the  inrereftsand  liberties  of  his  country. 

He  fat  down  with  reminding  the  Hou(e,  that  the  vote  of 
that  day  would  probably  decide  the  fate  of  this  country ; 
earneftly  exhorted  them  to  weigh  it  well  and  look  forward 
t&  the  tonfequences  ;  and  obferved,  that  whatever  apologies 
they  might  have  made  to  themfclvcs,  for  the  implicic  confi- 
dence they  had  repofed  in  the  prefent  adminiftfation,  that 
pretence  no  longer  exiftcd,  as  roiniilers  had  not  only  been 
charged,  hot  fairly  and  fully  convifled,  of  having  abilfed  that 
confidence,  and  given  proofs  of  their  total  incapacity,  and 
of  the  moft  rooted  enmity  and  ilUwill,  towards  two  of  the 
greateft,  and  tvttj  way  the  moft  delerving  officers,  this  coon- 
try  could  at  any  one  period  ever  boaft  of. 
i{on.  Cipt.  Honourable  Captain  f^aljingham  anfwercd  thai  part  of  the 
^^"l"  foregoing  fpeech  which  was  perfonally  direftcd  againft  the 
fivft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  He  faid,  no  man  who  ever  fat  at 
the  admiralty  board  hacf  exerted  himfclf  with  more  zeal,  or 
more  cffe&ually,  than  the  noble  lord  who  at  prefent  prcfidcs 
there.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  reprefentcd  the  fleet 
as  in  a  ruinous  and  rotten  condition,  and  imputed  the  chief 
cftufe  of  that  ftate  to  the  ufing  foreign  timber.  The  faft  was 
O'ot  (b  ;  and  if  it  had,  the  caufe  affigncd  was  not  founded,  for 
he  could  aflure  him,  that  the  Stettin  timber  had  anfwercd 
every  thing  alTerted  of  it  by  the  noble  Lord  in  another  af- 
fcmbly  :  fome  parr  of  it  was  prime  good,  fome  middling,  and 
perhaps  fome  indifferent ;  but  he  could  affirm,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  much  the  greater  part  of  it  was  equal  to  any 
of  native 'growth,  and  he  was  well  authoriacd  to  amrm,  from 
Us  own  knowledge^  that  the  Stettiaoak^  }ikc;  his  Lordfliip's 
;'.-''•*  '        icart^ 

{ 
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heart,  was  found  and  incorrupt,  notwithfiaDding  all  the  noif-^  - 
reprefenutions  that  had  gone  forth  to  the  contrary. 

He  was  not  alhamed  to  avow  thefe  ientiments  in  the  face  of 
the  nation.;  they  were  native,  and  arofe'from  c6pvi£tioil'« 
He  had  a  great  efteem  for  the  noble  lord,  his  gratitude  urged 
him  to  declare  it ;  he  was  happy  to  find  his  fentiments  fo 
flrongly  lupported  by  ^his  judgment.  He  had  no  temptation 
to  cringe  or  adulate  any  man,  be  his  ftation  ever  (o  exalted  ; 
but  he  was  bound  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  to  beftow 
praife  where  it  was  merited.  He  was  an  independent  man^ 
and  was  ready  to  put  the  fmjles  or  frowns  of  either  fide  of  the 
Houfe  equally  at  defiance. 

He  then  went  into  a  detail  of  the  a£^ion  of  the  27th 
of  July,  and  paiTed  the  highcft  encomiums  on  the  conduft  • 
and  military  difpofitions  made  by  the  commander  in  chief« 

He  {poke  warmly  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Keppel,  io  reply  to 
the  imputed  charge  of  his  giving  countenance  or  fomenting  • 
a  fpirit  of  diifatisfaAion  among  the  officers  ^cf  the. navy. 
He  knew  the  .contrary  to  be  the  fafi,  for  in  refpeft  of  himfelf 
and  of  every  other  officer  with  whom  he  converfed  on  the 
fubjedy  he  knew,  and  had  learned,  that  the  honourable  ad* 
miral  had^particularly  exerted  his  beft  endeavours,  and  had 
preflcd  his  advice  upon  every  officer  of  rank,  to  ferve ;  en-- 
forcing  it  with  the  moil  cogent  and  well  adapted  motives, 
for  eneding  the  purpofes  of  general  union  and  fatisfadion. 

He  fat  down  with  declaring  bis  intention  of  giving  a  negative^ 
to  the  motion. 

Lord  John  Caven&Jh  concluded  tlie  debate,  faid  the  two  i-or<J  >*« 
noble  Lords  and  feveral  gentlemen  who  fpoke  on  the  other  ^^••^'A 
fide,  fupported  their  opinions  on  a  falfe  idea,  that  the  vote 
propofed  involved  in  it  a  degree  of  punilhment,  and  confe* 
quently  demanded  proofs  fumcient  to  found  a  criminal  pro- 
fecution  upon ;  nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  intentioni 
of  his  honourable  friend,  and  thofe  who  meant  to  fupport  hit 
motioo.  They  knew  better ;  they  knew  that  that  Houfe  was 
not  competent  to  punifh,  and  that  their  power  extended  only 
tp  enquiry.  That  enquiry  might  lead  to  punifhment ;  be^ 
caufe  the  power  exercifed  on  fucb  occafions  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  analogous,  but  on  ^  proportionably  larger 
fcale,  to  that  veftcd  in  a  grand  jury. 

But  even  in  that  light,  the  prcfcnt  vote  did  not  point  fo' 
far;  it  folely  was  confined  (o  a  diftnilBon  from  a  truft  on 
which  that  Houfe  was  every  way  competent  to  decide.  They 
had*  given  for  inflance  their  confidence  and  fupport  to  the 

prcfent 
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,  prefeAt  .mmiftefs,  ainoag  the  reft  to  the  noUe*  lorf  a^  the 
head  6f  the  admiralty.  Wben^  therefore^  the  honourable 
gentkniaii  fpoke  of  prooft  fiich  as  would  be  demanded  in  a 
cmift  of  criminal  jtiftice,  or  even  fuch  as  wonld  be  rcquifite 
to  adduce  in  an  enqoirf  which  might  terminate  in  pQnilh-> 
ment^  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  iatpeachment^  the  argomeaf  was 
lAianfweraUe';  but  it  was-  in  the  prefent  cafe  totally  ilUap- 
plied  ;  for  it  went  no  farther  than  withdrawixir  a  tmft  that 
had  been  improperly  exercifed  and  abnfed.  The  whole  of 
the  qneftion,  to  meet  it  fhirly,  amonnted  to  thus  much,  and 
,  no  more ;  and  cmght  to  be  met  in  that,  and  no  other  manner. 
On  which  fide  do  the  proofs  preponderate?  Are  the  proofs 
of  grounds  of  the  motion  equally  cogent  on  bodi  fides? — ^All 
^o  think  10  tfiat  manner,  he  confefled,  cotdd  give  no' vote 
either  one  wa^  or  the  other.  In  the  opinion  of  mamyv  per^ 
fatips,  the  proofii  of  mifcondoft  are  not  fatisfa€f6ry  ;  inch 
win  of  coorib  votethenegatiifeof  the  propofition'fllated'  in  the 
niotiony  and  ib  vkl  ver/8 ;  bnt  ifwas  totaHy  unreafdnable  to 
examine  the  evidence  on  one  fide  by  the  moft  rigid  ruKs  of 
law^  and  urge  the  defence  ascompetent,  though  founded  onlf 
in  the  moft  loofe  and  unfupported  afleniodi. 

TheHoafe  at  length  divided  on  the  queftion,  ajev  iiS, 
noes  ^ai. 

^rsl  20. 

Wen«  intoa  c^cflmitfce  on  the  DifTenters  bill,  Mr.  Montagu 

Wdk  rbechiiir;  read  a  petitioB  from  the  chtenceRor,  mafters, 

and  fcholars  of  the  iiniverfity  of  Oxford  aginft  the  bif?^  unlefs 

**    '       ibNieoKKitri  fliooldbe  inferctd  in  rt,  declaratory  of  the  Chrif- 

tianity  ol  thofe-who^  were  to  be  relieved  by  it. 

tioia  JVbff5.     I^ni.  I4§fth  urged  the  propriety  of  the  petition,  and  itffiiled 

that  a»  guardians  e»  religion  and  morality.  Parliament  fbOuid 

taiDexaretbat  no  doArines  fbould  be  aliowed  to-  be  diflemt- 

natcd.tbvoirgh  the  hnd  fubverfiveof  Chriftianity,  whieh  was 

the  bails  of  the  conftitution  \  the  bill^  without  fuclra^  daiife 

«rwas  required,  wooid  give  m  legal  toleration  to  the  pnblic 

pieachi«g  of  doArrnes  no  lefs  repugnant  to  religiaii  than  to 

thefafeiyof  tbrftate;  the  Turk,  the  heathen;  theidefater, 

.    might,  bv  virtue  of  theadl,  think- tbeoifelves  tolerated  in  pr»» 

pagatin^  their  tenets,  and  overturning  the* eflablifliedr  religion. 

To  obviate  fuch  dangers,  he  would  lay  a  propofition  before 

tile  coknmictee,  to  which  he  was  fure  the  Diflfenters  would 

fubferibe,  and  confequemly  he  coetd  not  forefee  any  oppofi* 

aioR  to  14 :  be  then  OMv^ed,  that  m  order  to  be  relieved  by  the- 
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9^j  cv^OiiEHiter  ibould  fn^k«9iitt:l9r«ti€tn,  purporting  th;ii 
*^  If  A.  3*  4o  rolemnljr  dccUre*  that  I  am  a  Chriftiaq,  ana 
a  Preteft^nt  J[)iflenter ;  and  ih»t  I  take  the  holy  fcriptures* 
JxHh  of  the  Old  a^d  New  Tisftament,  as  they  arc  generally 
received  in  Proteftant  countrios^  for  the  rule  of  my  Faith  aaij 
pra£Hce.*' 

Mt^Wflkfs.  I  am  a  fteadf  friend  to  neljgious  liberty  and  Mr^jrabh 
the  right  of  private  judgment,  and   there/ore  I  hope  to  fee 
this  l>il|  go  ibroygh  the  committee,  undogged  by  ekbe^of  the 
tefts  propQiM  by  the  iioble  I^pra  in  the  blue  ribbon,  or  the 
honourable  gentleman  hear  him.    Neither  of  them  has  adr 
yanccd  a  fylbble  to  ihew  the  .right  of  the  civil  magiftrate  tp 
interp.Qfe  in  matters  of  private  opinion,  to  over-ntle  theright3 
pf  con^iencf:,  or  to  dictate  a  oresd  fpr  the  reft  of  the  coin<- 
munitv^    I  deny  that  the  civil  magiftrate  h.4s  the  leaft  concern 
with  tnf  falvation  of  foii4%,  qx  that  any  power  of  that  nature 
is  d^I^gated  to  him.    Men  aCemble  in  focipty  only  for  the 
fecuirity  of  their  civil  rights,  the  prefervation  and  poffeffioji 
i>f  li^,  liberty,  ,houf(»»  ^xmIs,  efiejtte,  all  kinds  of  property. 
The  n^agiftrate  is  therefore  armed  with  the  whole  force  of 
the  &te  ip  affift  tb(^  weajk  ag^inft  the  violence  of  the  ftrong. 
Here  .his  powju-  ends,    1%  witi  not,  it  cannot  be  carried  far* 
ther*    My  faith,  whether  robuft  or  feeble^  muft  depend  on 
fbe  perfuafioa  of  my  own  mind^  oo  the  ftreqgth  or  weakneTs 
p/  my  Mn^prfta^nding,  6n  theconvi(^LQn  which  reafixiing  mqr 
operi^e^   Aperfoq  cannot  be  privileged  to  think  and  examine 
mattep  pi  faith  to  be  belieye^  bv  another.    So  hv  only  as  I 
knon^t  c;ui  I  give  a  full  aflbiit.    dome  gentlemeo  near  me  are 
miftakei),  wben  they  ;a!k  ia  fo  con&leniia|  a  ftirain  of  the 
fince/ity  stf>d  certainty  of  their  faith,  for  no  man  could  evQr 
dfti^ly4ielieve  every  thing  in  the  39  articles,  bec?u(c  no  mail 
ever  could  lii^derftand  the  whole,  in  every  unintdligible  pro? 
poiitioa^  it  is  impoffible  to  decide  as  to^thc  tnitb  or  falfl^ood. 
Yaini^f-Jofse  makes  a  b^t  think  any  ppiqion.'diffemit  from 
his  f^A  tp  be  her^fy,  bjo^  evvy  man  is  iMidoubtedly.  bnihodan: 
$0  hiiwlf,    X^  power  of  compulsion  in  points  of  faith 
WQuUl^  to  tbe  eoaifting  of  error  no  lefs  than  of  truth.  Such 
91  qlaim  iq  attended  with  ttijs  plain  abliudit^,  thet  the  ciicil 
magiftrate  xs^  have  every  ii^re  the  iame  jjiriliiiAion)  and 
that  the  fplf  right  of  ju4gtjci2;  nuift  be  in  him«    I  fluil  there* 
fore  be.cpoipaapded  at  LonMn  to  fuhlcrihe  iihe  Old  aa4  New 
Teft^qftjpjQit  ft  bjAt  if  J  were  horn  in  the  latitude  of  Conftanti* 
nopljSf .  tbe.Mnfty  might  e^Uy  daim  jmy  belief  of  the  Ko* 
ran.    |f  I  were  a  native  of  kidoftan,  the  Veidam,  the  Genteo 
piseedj^sMrf  t^  w4uM«ioai  ^  ;ke  Pyndita»  1904  ppw  be  ac« 
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knowledged  of  divine  authority ;  but  in  the  Norths  all  the 
various  nations  of  the  old  Scandinavia  would  have  held  out 
to  me  the  infpired  Edda,  or  fyftem  of  Runic  mythology. 
The  civil  magiftrate  can  clearly  have  no  right  to  prefcribe 
error,  and  we  fee  how  infinitely  it  varies,  while  truth  is  fim- 
pie  as  well  as  uniform.  It  cannot  then  depend  on  the  ma* 
giftrate  to  enad  truth,  for  we  find  how  fallible  he  is,  that  he 
often  enads  error^  and  no  man  will  aflert  that  I  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  embrace  error.  But,  Sir,  no  other  man  can 
think  and  determine  for  me  in  matters  of  confcience*  The 
fame  argument,  whic^  brings  convifiion  to  the  mind  of  one 
nani  often  operates  very  feebly  on  another.  If  I  am  not  con* 
vinced,  can  I  fairly  affent  or  believe  ?  or  am  I  to  be  compelled 
to  the  declaration  of  afal(hood;  The  proportion  of  reafon 
which  God  has  given  every  man  can  alone  decide  for  him 
on  the  truth  or  falfhood  or  any  propofition  held  out  to  him 
by  another.  By  his  own  reafon  alone  can  he  judge,  and  will  he 
1)e  judged. 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  on  what  pretence,  except  the  luft  of 
power,  in  fome  countries  the  civil  magiftrate  has  ufurped  the 
blaim  of  decreeing  articles  of  faith  for  the  reft  of  the 
community.  If  I  am  a  good  fubjedl  of  the  ftate,  loya!  to  the 
prince,  and  zealous  for  the  welfare  of  my  county,  is  not  the 

freat  end  of  my  aflbciating  in'civit  fpcieties  fully  anfwered  i 
have  ftipulated  for  protedioii  to  my  perfon  and  property 

from  the  laws,  and  the  return  is  obedience.  I  am  to  defend 
;^tbe  ftate,  which  defends  me ;  but  has  this  the  leaftconnedlioo 

with  my 'believing  the  religion  of  another  man  ;  with  any 
*  mode  of  faith  ?  In  all  cafes  where  the  public  weal  is  not  in- 

terefted,  I  preferve  my  natural  liberty.'  Four  or  five  French 
'wits  fome  years  ago  facrificed  a  goat  to  Bacchus.  .They  bad 

ai  right  to  make  a  burnt  offering  of  their  own  goat  to  whom 

they  pleafed  ;  to  eat  any  part  of  it  themfelves,  and  confume 

the  reft,  according  to  their  private  caprrce.  But  if  a  man 
^ould  attempt  to  facrifice  his  fon  to  Molock,  the  civil  ma- 
'giftrate  ought  to  interpofe,  and  putiifh  not  the  facrifice,  but 
;the  foul  murder.  The  diftindion  is  clear  and  founded  in 
:  reafon.  The  pne  is  a  foolifli,  but'harmlefs  ad,  not  attended 
^ly  injury  to  any  perfon.  The  other  is  a  hoi^id  breach  of 
'  the  necetlkry  police  of  every  ftare,  a  violation  of  a  moft  im« 
'  portant  law.  The  great  Locke  puts  a  fimilar  cafe ;  **  if  any 
'people  congregated  upon  account  of  religion,  &ouId  be  de- 

ftrbus  to  facrifice  a  calf,  I  deny  that  they  ought  to  be  prohi- 
'  bitted  by  a  law.  Meliboeus,  whofe  calf  it  is,  may  lawfully 
'  |:ill  his  calf  ar*home»  and  bum  any  part  of  it  be  thinks  fit. 

For 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A,  1779-  DEBATES.  311 

For  no  injury  is  done  to  any  one,  no  prejudice  to  another 
man's  goods.  And  For  the  fame  reafon  he  may  kill  his  calf 
alfo  in  a  religious  manner.  But  if  the  intereft'of  the  com-^ 
monwealth  required  all  flaughter  of  beafts  fhould  be  forborne 
for  fome  time,  in  order  to  the  encreafing  of  the  ftock  of  cat« 
tie,  that  had  been  deftroyed  by  ibme  extraordinary  murrain ; 
who  fees  no<  that  the  magiftrate,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  may  forbid 
all  his  fuhjeAs  to  kill  any  calves,  for  any  ufe  whatfoever  i" 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  found  principles  of  toleration  ;  and  yet 
Locke  was  fo  alarmed  by  the  bigotry  and  rancorous  oppofltion 
of  the  Oxford  tories,  then  too  m  high  credit,  that  be  did  not 
venture  to  fpeak  out,  and  to  argue  v^th  all  the  povirers  of  his 
underftanding.  He  faid  he  would  tolerate  the  idolater,  not 
the  atheift.  I  cannot  affign  any  caufe  of  difference,  fuppof- 
ing  each  to  be  equally  a  peaceable  fubjeft.  Was  David 
Hume,  the  profeiled  atheift,  one  of  the  moft  humane  of  our 
fpecies,  an  irreproachable  denizen,  not  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
fide  quietly  in  his  own  houfe  i  Could  fuch  a  profcription  come 
from  a  Locke  ?  Can  a  man  forfeit  all  his  franchifes  for  a  mif- 
taken  point  of  fpeculation  ?  As  to  the  atheift  being  admitted 
into  places  of  truft  or  profit,  that  is  a  farther  confideration^ 
Locke  argues,  ^*  that  promifes,  covenants,  and  paths,  which 
are  the  bonds  of  human  Society,  can  have  no  hold  upon  anr 
atheift."  I  admit  the  obfervation  as  to  oaths,  moft  ftiockingly 
multiplied  among  us  on  every  occafion.  Perhaps  penalties  of 
a  heavy  nature  might  be  as  e(te£tual  with  mmkind  in  general. 
The  reafoning  does  not  hold  good  as  to  promifes  and  co- 
venants. I'his  is  thedodrineof  mere  violence.  I  would 
not,  Sir,  perfecute  even  the  atheift.  I  think  he  has  a  right  to 
toleration,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  pity  him,  for  he  want? 
the  confolation  which  I  enjoy. 

I  would  fupport  the  fublime  dome  of  St.  PauPs,  but  I 
would  not  deftroy  a  beautiful  Pantheon,  I  wifli  to  fee  rifing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  Chriftian  cathedral,  near  its  Go- 
thic towers,  the  minaret  of  the  Turquifli  mofque,  the  Chi- 
nefe  pagoda,  and  the  Jewifti  fynagogue ;  with  a  temple  of  the 
Sun,  if  any  Perfians  could  be  found  to  inhabit  this  ifland,  and 
worfliip  in  this  gloomy  climate,  the  god  of  their  idolatry; 
The  folebufinefs  of  thcmagiftrate  is  to  take  care  that  they  did 
not  perfecute  one  another,  for  **  priefts  of  all  religions  are  the 
fame,*'  not  individual!  v,  but  generally,  fond  of  power,  ambi- 
tious,  grafping  at  wealth,  honours,  preferment,  luxurious,  in- 
dolent, intolerant.  Even  the  toleration  ad  appears  to  me  in- 
complete and  in  a  degree  to  breathe  the  fpirit  of  perfecution.  I 
9gree  that  it  has  gnsat  need  of  amendment.  There  i^  an  abfurd  . 
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jnlderaoceremamio^evrninthacadyasifii^tngbiUpaaceuM 
be  pcrfed,  as  aftronomcrs  remark  Tpoca  \u  the  fuo.  One  of 
the  claufes  cna^,  that  it  (ball  not  extend  to  give  nny  cafe, 
benefit,  or  advan^g^^  to  any  perfon  that  fliaif  deny,  in-kis  . 
preaching  or  writingt  the  dodrihe  of  the  biti&d  Tnoity,  as  it 
IS  declared  in  the  afqrefaid  articles^  that  is  the  thirty-ntiie  arr 
tides.  Now,  Sir,  many  learned  and  pious  men  have  been  of 
ppiniom  that  the  Athaqafian  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  en* 
ioined  to  be  believed  by  the  thirty-nine  articles,  is  diroS  Po- 
lythcifm.  It  iscertainly  a  fpeculatiye  opinion,  uniaterefting 
(o  the  iR^lfarc  of  the  community,  and  therefore  I  ought  to  be 
left  at  liberty  to  rejeA  or  adopt  it,  according  to  the  ftrengtii 
X  pr  weaknefs  of  my  priva^te  judgeqient.  Ifotwithftanding  the 
prefe'nt  forbearance  of  the  church,  whiph  we  are  now  reminded 
of,  we  know  from  fuch  examples  as  Whifton,  Clarke,  and 
Hoadley,  that  even  in  this  century  good  and  exemplary  men 
haye  fuffered  perfecutio|i  op  account  of  this  very  doorine,  xnd 
prious  pretended  bercfy,  and  been  preferveti  0)eidy  by  the 
jpterpofition  of  the  ^umane  rulers  of  the  ftate. 

According  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Uws,  there  is  not  only 
g  real  perfecqtjon  of  t|ie  t^roteftant  diflTenting  minifters,  but  % 
fjired  invafion  u/  the  i}at)4ral  rights  of  the  laity,  of  every  man 
who  has  the  happincfs  of  a  father's  name  in  this  countfy.  I 
fuppofe,  Sir,  it  will  be  readily  admitted^  that  the  good  educa- 
tion of  children  is  the  moft  important  duty. of  every  parent 
I  will  then  fuppofe,  as  I  am  told  isaf^uaUy  the  cafe  of  a  noble 
]Lord  diftinguiQied  for  his  great  political  knowledge,  and  re- 
fined tafie  in  the  polite  arts,  that  a  father  is  of  opinion  a  cer- 
tain di(l*?nting  clergyman  will  educate  his  Ton  better  that  any 
pther  perfon.  It  becomes  then  the  duty  of  the  father,  undef 
fuch  a  perfuafion,  to  commit  the  education  of  his  fon  to  that 
^utor.  Js  he  then  to  fubjed:  tb^  diflenting  clergyman  to  the 
moft  ridiculoHS  reftraints,  ^^  not  to  come  within  five  miles  of  If 
fity,  town  corporate,  or  borough,  unlefs  only  in  paiEng  upoi| 
}he  i-oad,  or  ^^lefs  required  by  legal  procefs;"  to  "  imprifon-  - 
CKnt,  without  bail  or  mainprize,''or  to^'  heavy  pecuniary  penal- 
ties /'  or  is  he  to  violate  the  ftroneeft  injun^Uons  of  nature  i 
I  will  venture.  Sir,  to  affirm,  that  there  are  not  in  Europe  mef| 
pf  more  liberal  ideas,  more  general  knowledge,  motm  culti- 
vated uoderflanding^,  and  in  all  refpeAs  men  better  oi|icu« 
laced  to  form  the  rifing  genera^on,  to  ^iye  cbe  ftate  wife  and 
virtuous  citizens,  than  the  DoQors  Price,  Prieftley,  and  Ktp- 
pis.  Yet  the  rod  of  perfecution  hangs  over  them  by  a  fiagle  * 
thread,  if  they  do  not  fgbfcribe  thirty^fivc  articles  and  a  half 
eif  our  church.  A  mercenary  ipfonner*  Of  a  blind  ^^calot, 
I       '  •  -  may 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  tiit^i        b  t  t  A  r  E  t,  313 

may  bring  ^dctt^  lafli  of  tfie  law  men  who  do  honour  to  file 
^  m  which  welive,  and  the  tmtt  abandouM  of  oar/petica  have 
ft  now  in  their  pcrwtr  to  perfectite  vtrtiie  ted  ^iui»  wten 
exerted  for  the  benefit  of  matikihd. 

The  liobk  Lord  m  the  blue  tibboit  j  and  the  hdnourlbte 
geotleman  near  htm,  with  the  moft  petftCt  lAconfifimcy^  are 
for  aboli^ttrg  one  religioui  left,  aftd  fobftituting'  between 
them  two  others^  for  each  propof^  a  difierent  tcft  to  be  added 
to  this  bill.    I  am  againft  the  old  t»ft ;  and  When  we  have  got 
fid  of  that!  my  voice  will  never  be  for  frelh  fliacUei  on  ten- 
der coofciencea.    I  maintain  the  doctrine  ttf  tht  dugtftmte 
not  bavirfg  a  right  to  inteifeie,  except  to  pteftrte  the  ffeeee 
ted  order  of  fociety,  io  proteA  Our  civil  rights.    Are  the  thir* 
ty-nine  articles  oonneAed  as  to  dodrinal  points  with  the  civil 
duties  or  rights  of  the  fubje6k  ?  Certainly  eocw    WheM^ 
then  <^an  arife  the  right  of  cumpullion  to  the  fubroription  df 
them  i  They  are  even  hoftile  to  civil  libetty,  and  tfaerefote 
unfit  to  be  ittipofed  on  the  fabjeds  of  a  free  ftate^    The  ar- 
ticle which  enjoins  the  homilies  to  be  received  as  a  godly  ahd 
wholeibttie  do£lrine  will  be  confidered  ts  a  libel  on  this  free 
tonftitution  by  every  man  who  has  read  the  homily  againft 
rebellion.  That  homily  declares,  that  for  confcience  fake«  We 
inaft  fubmit'to  a  «'  Caligula,  a  Claudius,  or  a  N^o,  fooliii 
rulers,  or  itioft  cruel  tyrants/'    Then  was  the  Revdiotioa 
nnjuft*    Is  a  free-bom  £nglilhman  to  be  called  upon  to  fab« 
fcrtbe  a  do6h'ine,  which  no  man  in  Turkey  believes  or  aAa 
iipon^  abfurdtties  will  in  vain  be  preached  and  evijoined. 
In  every  extreme  cafs  we  find  Nature  refumes  her  rights,  and 
jufiice  triumphs,  in  one  country  by  the  bow«ftring,  in  ano- 
ther by  the  axe.    All  points  of  fpeculative  doctrine  ought  to 
be  ei|ual  to  the  civil  magiftrate.    Will  it  be  aiTerted  that  n 
perfon,  who  believes  only  in  the  divine  unity,  and  wbofe  reli-* 
gioua  worihip  is  reftrided  to  the  one  fole  felf-exiftent  Creator^ 
may  not  be  as  faithful  a  fubje6t,  as  another  who  belteyes  the 
Athanafian  dpdrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  pays  divihe  honours    . 
to  inferior,  to  derived  beings?    1  hey  both  may  contribute 
^oaiiy  to  the  enormous  taxes,  which  the  noble  'Lord  is  year 
after  year  enfol-cing  for  this  itlieuitous  ted  accurfed  American 
war.    So  far  both  ought  to  be  held  in  the  fame  eftidiation  by 
our  politiea]  rulers»    Is  a  perfon  to  be  d^yemed  factious  for  not 
believing  thb  fubjeclion  of  every   individual  of  the  human 
race  to  rrerJafting  damnation  for  a  crime  to  vi^ch  be  was 
Dot  confentilig,  committed  before  his  exiflenee  ?  May  I  not 
-hold  the  «niver<aliiy  and  impartiality  of  the  divine  goodnefft, 
if  I  live  {^eacaably^  and  obey  the  laws  of  my  oountty  i  Sor^ 
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]y,  iSIr,  a  good  (Me€t  may  doubt^^^  that  every  nan  ii  of  hi^ 
own  nature inclioed  to  evil/'  and  that  ^*  every  perfon  bom  into 
this  world  deferveth  God's  wrath  and  damnation/'  I  may  be 
zealous  for  the  Proteftant  Tucceffion,  in  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver, and  ypt  not  believe  that  the  laft  fweet  prince  of  that  il- 
luftrious  line,  the  very  young  Odavius,  haa  in  fo  few  days 
abode  among  us  alreadv  deferved  God's  wrath  and  damnatioo« 
Upon  my  word.  Sir,  the  dodrii;ie  of  Tome,  who  call  themfeves 
orthodox,  and  deal  out  damnation  fo  liberally,  nuakes  an  hu- 
mane  man  tremble*  Let  us  no  longer  think  of  impofing 
thefe,  or  any  other  articles  of  faith.  Experience  tella  u%  that 
terrora  and  rewards  mav  create  temporary  profelytes  and  hi- 
pocrites,  but  rei^fon  only  can  make  a  fincere  convert.  It  is 
high  rime  to  proclaim  religious  liberty  in  its  full  extent  to  a 
people,  who  have  long  abjured  the  fpirituai  tyranny  of  Rome. 
The  honourable  gentleman  near  the  noble  Lord  fays,  that 
ht  ^^  is  for  the  Declaration  againft  Popery,  becaufe  it  is  a  civil 
teft,  aiid  as  fuch  it  forms  a  clauic  of  the  bill  on  our  table/* 
There  is  not.  Sir,  in  that  Declaration,  a  fingle  fyllaUe  refped- 
ine  the  civil  rights  of  manl^in^.  Tenets  of  religion  only  ace 
laid  down  in  that  Declaradon.  The  words  of  it  are;  *^  I.do 
believe  that  in  jhe  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Slipper  there  is 
not  any  tranfubftantiation  of  the  elements  pf  brffUi  and  wine 
.  into  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  at  or  after  the  confecration 
thereof  bv  any  perfon  whatfoeverj  and  that  the  invocation 
or  adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  any  other  faint,  and  the 
facrifice  of  the  mafs,  as  they  are  now  ufed  in  the  church  of 
Rome,  ace  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous."  Thefe,  Sir,  are 
merelv  controverted  points  of  fpeculation,  with  which  the 
magiftrate  is  not  concerned,  except  as  a  private  Chriftian. 
They  cannot  afFe<5t  the  public  peace,  or  fafety  of  the  fiate.  A 
Roman  Catholic  may  believe  thefe,  purgatory,  auricular 
confeifion,  extreme  unflion,  and  other  dodrinal  points,  yet 
if  he  will  take  what  is  really  a  civil  teft,  the  oath  prefcribe4 
'  .  by  the  a£t  of  laft  year,  that  **  he  denies  the  Pope,  or  any  other 
foreign  prince  having  any  temporal  or  civil  jurifdidtoa, 
power,  fuptriority,  or  pre-eminence,  dircftly  or  indircdiy, 
wjthiu  the  realm,  and  that  he  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
allegiance,"  which  the  moft  refpeftable  Roman  Catholics 
have  done,  he  then  has  a  claim  to  the  fame  civil  immunities 
and  privileges  with  all  other  fubje£b.  I  wifh  not  to  offend, 
but  I  declare  that  I  am  forry  the  Roman  Catholic  has  aoc  the 
cnjoymeift  of  every  franchife  whi<^h  is  claimed  ^y  bis  fcUow 
fubje(3s,  on  the  fame  terms  of  allegiance,  and  giving  the  f«aie 
fccurity  to  the  ftate.     Gentlemen  feem  furprized,  but  it  ap- 
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pears  to  me,  by  that  oath  the  Roman  Catholic  difedlly  abjuree 
the  impiriumin  imperio,  gives  fecurity  for  the.  public  peace, 
and  allows  the  magiftrate  all  the  power,  which  the  great  pur- 
pofes  of  fociety  confer  upon  him.  1  plead  his  caufe,  becaufe  ^ 
I  think  it  that  of  religious  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  private 
confcience,  no  lefs  than  the  caufe  of  ail  Proteftant  Diflentera. 
1  helieve  that  I  may  do  it  without  fufpicion  ;  for  no  mail, 
who  ever  continued  fo  long  at  Rome  and  in  Italy,  was  ever 
kk  fufpeded  of  being  tainted  with  the  errors  of  Popery.  Re- 
ligion ihould  teach  us  the  moft  refined  humanity,  and  all  her 
ways  fhould  be  peace.  The  bigot  is  feldom  the  virtuous,  the 
mcelc,  the  amiable,  or  the  learned  chsfra<Ster. 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  prdpofes  another  tcft, 
an  oath  of  being  a  Chrifttan,  a  Proteftant,  and  believing  the 
holy  fcripturcs,  as  feverally  received  amongfl  Proteftants,  to 
be  the  word  of  God.  T^ie  fame  objection  lies  to  the  com^ 
pulfion  of  this,  as  of  any  other  creed,  becaufe  it  is  acknow* 
ledging  the  ufurped  power  of  the  magiftr^e.  Is  human 
authority  to  give  the  fanSion  to  a  revelation  from  God,  to 
books  of  divine  infpiration  ?  Are  alt  Proteftant  churches 
agreed  as  to  the  canon  of  holy  fcripcure,  as  to  the  purity  of 
thefacred  text  ?  In  the  Old  Teftament  are  the  Songs  of  Solo^ 
mon  univerfally  adopted  as  infpired  writings  by  all  Prote.« 
ftants  ?  The  exquilite  poetry  of  them  will  always  be  admired, 
but  fome  fober  Chriftians  have  doubted  whether  the  fpirit  of , 
godlinefs  and  true  devotion  was  to  be  found  in  many  of  the 
luxurious  defcriptions  in  the  eaftern  ftile.  Is  has  been  ob« 
jeded,  that  they  rather  fuggefted  to»  fenfual  Ideas,  and  that 
the  colouring  was  too  warm.  In  the  New  Teftana.ent,  the 
cpiftleof  St.  Jude  has  been  doubted  of  as  part  of  the  infpir- 
ed writings,  from  the  account  of  Michael  the  archangel  .con^^ 
tending  with  the  Devil  abbut  the  body  of  Mofes.  Are.  our 
own  divines  univerfally  agreed  about  the  authenticity  of  all  the 
books  received  as  holy  writ?  Have  no  doubts  been  entertained  : 
by  them  ^ven  of  the  gofpel  of  St.  Matthew,  as  we  have  it  ia 
the  Greek?  We  find  then,  that  this  propofition  of  the  noble 
Lord  is  by  no  means  like  his  propofitions  for  taxes,  clear 
and  precife,  to  fubfcribe  the  holy  fcriptures  as  received  by 
Protectants,  for  it  is  not  y^et  fettled  which  are  the  canonical 
books.  If  all  Proteftants  were  agreed  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  volumes,  yet  another  difficulty  would  occur.  Is  the 
text  in  fo  puce  a  ftate  that  I  am  certain  it  was  di<£Uted  by  the 
wifeft  and  heft  of  beings,  that  it  is  truly  the  word  of  God  i 
We  all  know  of  the  thirty  thoufand  various  readings  in  the 
New  Teftament,  fome  of  th^m  confefiedly  impoxtant,  and 
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uioft  of  the  bifliops  htve  enco«riged  a  learned  dt¥Hit  of  our 
church,  Dr.  Kennicottj  toexaiAdietiieirtriaiusniaiiufefiptsof 
the  Old  TeftMienti  to  reflote  tbe  geaiiiiie  reading  of  the 
Hebrew  text*  It  ii  nottherefoife  psrft&j  tiid  confequently 
Mgbc  not  to  be  impored  ti  the  faeUlels  work  of  the  aiithorof 
evtrf  good  and  perfeA  gifn  The  indefatigable  Dodor  hn 
already  difcovered  iMn^  thoitfand  vaHoui  readings  iii  the 
Hebrew,  and  it  W91  be  lucky  if  he  does  not  double  the  num- 
ber of  the  Greek.  Out  claAcal  diocefao  candidly  confefles 
the  yat-ious  miperfedions,  the  comiptiona,  perhaps  wilfal, 
siiftakes  of  cOpyifts,  additions  and  interpolations  of  die  He- 
brew text,  in  hiseJKcellent  leAures  Dtjatra  Ptfitithr^orum^ 
and  In  the  judicious  Diflertatioti  on  luiah  $  nor  does  he  con- 
fine himfelf  to  that  fublime  prophet.  The  fame  remarks  are 
made  on  a  great  mriety  of  paflages  in  almoft  all' the  books  of 
the  Old  Tdbmenr.  We  ought  not  then  to  be  called  upon 
to  fubfcribe  every  error  of  a  copyift,  every  interpolation  of 
an  ignorant  writer,  as  the  immediate  infpiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

The  idea  of  impofing  this  teft,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  proba- 
Uy  as  a  complaifant  Chancellor,  has  adopted  from  tbepetttion 
.of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  Their  conduft  has  been  uni- 
form, to  abridge,  on  ^ery  occaCon,  as  Ar  as  they  couM^  both 
hligiotts  and  civil  libi^.  The  noble  Lofd  is  defervedly  at 
their  head.  Their  fifler  Univerfity  has  more  liberal  and  en- 
larged fentiments.  Cambridge  refuted  to  petition  againft  a 
clear  right  of  their  brethren ;  but  Oxford  perfeveres  in  the 
fatal  maxims  of  arbitrary  power  in  church  and  ftate«  The 
Okford  decree  of  1683  ftill  remains  unrepealed.  It  is  enter- 
ed in  firpetuam  fit  metnoriam  in  the  regiftry  of  the  convoca- 
tion, and  publicly  afiixed  in  tbe  halls,  libraries,  and  refedo- 
ries.  It  not  only  condemns  every  principle  which  can  juftify 
(he  glorious  Revolution,  but  even  felf-prefervarion^aa  a  fun- 
«dafftentil  lanroF  Nature,  is  declared  to  be  apropofitimi  Mfe« 
ftditious,  and  impious.  In  1685,  the  univ^fttv  of  Oxford 
acknowledged,  in  a  folemn  feeognition,  James  IL  to  be  So- 
vei*eign,  v^Uhout  any  reftridions  or  limitations.  No  Wondcri 
Sir,  that  ft-om  this  poifontd  fouree  have  flowed  the  moft  pol- 
luted ftreavns.  Uncoftditiotfal  fubmillion  froM  our  Ameri- 
can brethren  is  naturally  exa£):ed,by  Aien  who  haVebeen  Caught 
that  a  king  oi  England  is  not  a  limited  nfonarch,  but  a  (b- 
vtreign  without  anir  leftridions  or  liitiitations.  It  is  lock? 
for  England  that  all  cffir  generals  and  admirals  were  unable  to 
enforce  it  in  the  new  world*  The  Oxford  petition  on  our 
table  expreftly  complains,  ^^  that  the  bill  does  not  provide  that 
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pverqf  their  Mi^  io  the /undammtal  4o^rin«s  of  Chriftia 
'*i''»  ?'  .*Tf °  *"**  autl»orUy  of  |b«  My  fcripiure*,  an4  pravj 
that  the  hill  may  not  he  p?nnitted  tp  p^fs  imo  a  law  in  the 
unhmitpd  form  it  w»s  propofed."  What  the  fundamental 
dodniiea  of  qhnat^ni^y  arc,  and  whait  is  ^e  canon  of  th« 
holy  fcripmrw,  the  Umvcrfity  ieft  to  her  Chancellor,  and  his 
majonty  in  th«  Hottfc  to  determine.  The  ad  of  laft  year  ii^ 
ftvour  of  the  Sloqian  Catholic*  extended  to  «  Pamfts  m 
ptrfons  pfofcifipg  the  Popifh  religion,  and  keeping  fchool '  m 
ulone  upon  thcmfelyes  the  f<Jucauon,  or.  govwnmentj  •  or 
boardiM  of  youth  i»  and  yet  Oxford  4t(i  not  petition,  al- 
though  there  wa^  norehgjous  left,  i)o  fubfcription  tothe  holv 
fcripture,  imDofed  by  that  aft.  The  prefent  aA  is  «  for  fur- 
Jer  j^elief  of  Ptoteftwt  diffentrng  minifters  and  fcboolma- 
fters,  and  a  teft  is  inftfted  upon  for  our  Proteftant  brethren. 
Whcnc?  this  marked  partiality  and  tcndernefsto  the  Roman 
Uthohcsf  this  ungepcrous  treatment  of  Pr#teftant«  ?  are 
tbeRom;«n  Catholics  thought  fo  generally  Tories,  and  tho 
DdTenter?  Wh.gs,  that  a  political  fticndfliip  at  Oxford  it 
formej  with  the  firft,  and  an  illrdiffemhled  r»^coMr  fSms  to 
prevail  againft  our  Prpteftant  brethren  ?  ■ 

A  bill  fimilar  to  this  pafled  the  Jriflj  Parliament  in  1710   a. 

"Ti  ^r°^' '"  ^^'r^  ""li?"^  tpleration  was  not  fo  well 
pndcrfbod  »s  at  prefent.  the  peace  of  our  neighbouring 
kii^om  was  not  en<)angered  by  that  relief  given  to  a  worth? 
ho4y  of  men,  nor  in  a  courfc  of  fixty  years  has  the  leaft  in- 
convenience been  fuggefted  for  an  attempt  at  its  repeal.   Here 

Lf^hW  /'''"S'/k^"""!'  ^""^  ^'^\'^''  »"  the  imaginary 
roifcbicf?  fuggefted  by  gentlemen  againft  the  church  of  Ene- 

r".'  ^  ^'"^  »??•"  '"  '^%'*^  from  the  bill,  deferre  no  «- 
tention.  Tbi,  bill  can  affe§  neither  the  exiftence  nor  the 
profpentyof  the  church.  It  leaves  all  archbiftopric,  biftoS! 
m,  &t  deaneries,  apd  golden  prebends,  to  their  luckV  poffet 
fofs.  It  only  fecurei  the  Diffentcrs  from  perfecution.  Thev 
do  notaflt  for  the  ^brick  of  a  fingle  filver  fhrine  to  Diana. 
They  acquiefce  under  the  ftate  patent  granted  to  others. 

hi'''  LT**?i^f  UM."^*  5""*'*^  "^J  unlimited  tolera- 
tion, uid  I  With  the  bill  more  extended,  to  take  in  all  fea. 
9nd  aU  rejigwns.  An  nmverfal  toleration  might  in  a  bo3 
degree,  anfwer  the  important  pmpofes  of  a  general  naSnu 
Jzation*  It  ought  «fcruit  this  unpeopled  and  impoveSd 
SIL,  ^  ^i^*^  t""'  '^^  *^«  America^  warTthe 
p»o<jlgWn.wafl^ofbIoodandtreaftTe,  and  we  are  ftiUlJeed! 
wg  at  every  wm ;  it  might  caU  under  Hhc  ipild  protcftionof 
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our  laws,  mimbcrlefs  inhabitantf  from  every  part  of  the 
world*  It  might  pour  frcfli  vigour  into  a  weak  and  feeble 
nation,  nearly  exhauftcd,  and  almoft  finking  under  a  variety 
of  oppreffions.  The  wifcft  prince  in  Europe  has  found 
this  theory  confirmed  by  a  long  and  ha|^y  experience.  The 
King  of  Pruflia  has  faid,  kfaux  %eU  eft  un  tyran  qui  Jepeuple  les 
provinces^  La  ioleranee  eft  une  tendre  mere  qui  les  rend  Jiarijfaniti. 
Holland  owes  its  rank  among  the  firft  ftates  of  Europe  to  one 
fingle  circumftance,  civil  and  religious  liberty  flouriihing  fo 
greatly  in  the  ynitcd  Provinces.  By  this  (be  has  rifen  to  an 
amazing  height  of  power  in  the  worft  climate,  and  under 
every  natural  difadvantage.  In  a  commercial  light  let  us  be 
inftrufted  by  the  wary  Hollander,  that  the  direft  road  to  po- 
pulation ana  wealth,  is  entire  fecurity  and  freedom  of  private 
judraient,  to  every  peaceable  inhabitant.  I  have  obferved 
in  fome  parts  o'f  Europe,  that  divine  fervice  to  the  fame  deity 
is  performed  in  the  fame  church,  by  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  morning,  and  the  Proteflants  m  the  evening,  and  that 
they  live  together  in  pcrfeft  harmony.  Surely  then.  Sir, 
Proteftants  of  all  denominations  might  be  on  equal  tenns  of 
ffood-will  and  charity  to  each  other.  Peace  on  earth,  and 
good-will  towards  men,  are  the  beft  political  maxims  for  fo- 
/  ^\tc^ ;  and  if  we  go  farther,  we  are  told  that  the  tares  ihould 
be  (uffered  to  grow  with  the  wheat  till  the  harvcft. 

The  progrefs  of  knowledge  in  almoft  every  nation,  }&as  fof- 
tcned  the  rigour  of  their  laws  refpefting  religious  worfhip,  or  at 
leaft  has,  in  a  degree,  fufpended  their  execution,  Scotland  alone 
excepted.  Some  have  adopted  a  genera}  principle  of  toleration. 
France  has  a  Protcflfint  at  the  head  of  her  finances.  The  laft 
Diet  of  Sweden  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  ihe  orders, 
grantc<l  a  full  toleration.  Even  the  clergy  preached  it  as  found 
doftrinc,  no  lefs  of  the  church  than  of  the  uate.  I  hope  a  fpirit 
of  wifdom  will  govern  this  Houle,  and  ma^c  us  embrace  the 
prefent  aufpicious  moment  of  convincing' all  foreign  nations, 
.that  this  ifland  will  be  the  afylum  of  perfecuted  religioq  and 
virtue.  Among  our  greateft  glories  let  it  be  recorded,  that 
every  foreigner  as  well  as  native,  here,  in  full  fecurity  eiyoys 
alt  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  jneftimabie  priyi- 
Iec!;es  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  unclogged  by  penal  lefts. 
Tliis  bill,  fuppofing  it  to  pals  without  the  tefts;  is  layii^  a 
jblid  foundation,  on  which,  a  fair  fuperftrufture  fnay  be 
raifed,  and  therefore  I  give  it  my  hearty  fupport. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  declaration^  for  it  88,  a- 
gainft  it  58. 
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jfpril  ag. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  American  war, 
Frederick  Montagu,  Efq.  in  the  chair. 

Sir  ff^iiiam  Howe.  If  the  peculiarities  of  my  fituation  be  Sir  fyurtam 
coniidered,  t  fhall  not  be  thought  prefumptuous  in  defiring  ^•*''' 
the  indulgence  of  the  committee  during  the  trefpafs  I  muft 
this  ^7  commit  upon  their  patience.  The  repugnance  of 
his  Majefly's  miniftcrs  (in  this  Houfe  at  ieaft)  to  declare  any 
opinion  concerning  the  tranfaftions  of  the  American  war  dur^ 
ing  my  command,  although  poifeiTed  of  all  the  neceffary, 
and  only,  documents,  upon  which  a  judgment  could  haire 
been  formed,  impelled  me  to  move,  that  my  correfpondence 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  American  department^ 
might  be  laid  before  you.  The  moft  materikl  parts  of  my 
condufi:,  the  reaibns  upon  which  I  aded,  the  plans  which  1 
Ai^efted  and  executed,  appear  in  that  correfpondence ;  and 
therefore  to  thofe  who  may  have  conneded  th^  whole  in  a 
regolar  feries  of  dates  and  events,  the  detail  into  which  I 
propofc  to  enter nmy  feem  unaecelTary.  Sut  I  cannot  flatter 
myfelf  that  the  papers  have  been  cotifidered  with  fuch  minute 
'  attentaon,  nor  can  I  prefume  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  American  war  have  been  itiveftigated  with 
the  partial  view  of  clearii^  the  conduct  of  the  man  who 
commanded  the  army.  And,  Sir,  it  is  with  that  partial  view 
I  now  rife*— for  I  mean  not  to  call  in  quefUon  the  juftice,  nor 
the  policy  of  that  war ;  I  mean  not  to  call  in  queftion  the 
expediency  of  meafures  which  have  been  framed,  relax^* 
ed,  or  perfevered  in,  by  the  councils  at  faoAe.  My  ob^ 
je€b^  at  pre&ttt,  is  confined  to  the  explanation  of  my  owfli 
condu£l. 

Mftny  are  the  cenfures  that  have  been  palled  upon  me. 
The^  m^freprefeitfations  and  falfe  arguments*  of  my  enemies 
have  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  mmds  too  prompt  to  de»> 
ctde ;  whilft  an  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  fa^s  has  left 
the  mtpre^ndiced  in  doubt.  Thofe  who  alone  copld  do  me 
jnftice,  hare  been  iilent ;  and^  therefore,  to  the  judgment 
of  this  committee,  and  to  the  impartiality  of  my  country 
at  large,  I  at  laft  refort,  flattering  myfelf  with  the  hope  of 
ao  ample  juftification. 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  great  variety  of  bufinefs  which  fell  to 
my  lot,  during  fuch  a  wide  and  cxtcofivc  command,  faults 
niuft  undoubtedly  be  perceived,  but  none,  I  hope,  which 
can  be  fufpcfted  to  have  arifcn  froin  want  of  zeal,  or  from 
inaflivity.  In  all  military  tranfadlions,  but  more  particu- 
larly inthofeof  America,  where  the  nature  of  the  war,  in 
all  its  points,  is  without  example,  the  happieft  commander 
will  he  be  who  cfcapcs  with  the  fcwcft  blots. 

The  h&s  to  which  I  principally  wifh  to  turn  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  which  the  papers  upon  your  table  bear 
witnefs  to,  are 

I  ft.  That  1  did  not  negle£l  to  furnifti  the  minifter  of  the 
•American  department  with  every  information,  as  well  as 
with  my  ideas,  relative  to  the  condnft  of  the  war,  from  dme 
to  time. 

2d.  That  I  did  not  fail  to  give  my  opinions  refpefiing 
what  appeared  practicable  to  be  done,  with  the  fuccours  re-    ' 
quired,  or  expe£ted  from  Europe,  and  with  the  force  at  dif- 
ferent times  on  thciiK>t. . 

'    3d.  That  my  plans  were  carried  into  execution  with  as 
little  deviation,  as,  fi'om  the  nature  of  military  operations, 
could  have  been  expefted. 
,  4th.  That  I  never  flattered  the  minifter  "with  improper 

hopes  of  feeing  the  war  terminated  in  any  one  campaign, 
with  the  force  atany  one  time  under  my  command. 
-  I  ftiall  now  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  conmiittee  with  2 
narrative  of  thofe  material  operations  of  the  war,  which 
may  lead  to  an  impartial  judgment  upon  my  general 
condud ;  which  may  obviate  roifconceived  opinions  concern* 
ing  particular  events,  and  which,  with  ibme  few  remarks 
upon  the  feveral  paflages  of  the  correfpondence  as  they  arife, 
may  elucidate  the  truth  of  the  fadts  premifed. 
.  The  evacuation  of  Boftoh  was  the  firft  material  occur- 
rence, after  my  appointment  to  the  command  of  his  Maje- 
fty*8  forces  in  North  America*  *  I 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1775,  I  «ccived  the  Secretary 
of  State's  order,  dated  the  5th  of  September,  to  abandon    ' 
that  town  before  winter,  and  to  move  the  army  to  New- 
York,  or  to  feme  other  place  to  the  fouthward  ;  my  own 
rcafons,  indeed^  againft  opening  the  campaign  from  fiofton, 
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h;id  been  in  the  mean  time  generally  fet  forth  in  a  letter  to 
his  Lordfhip  of  the  9th  of  Oftobcr.  The  late  arrival  of 
the  order,  aod  the  deficiency  of  tranfport  tonrrage,  render- 
ed the  removal  of  the  troops  impraflicable  till  the  17th  of 
March  following,  when  I  embarked  with  about  6000  rank 
and  file,  fit  for  duty,  and  about  900  fick. 

It  has  not  been  infinuated,  that  any  difgrace  was  brought 
upon  his  Majefty's  arms  by  the  manner  in  which  that  towil 
was  evacuated*. 

My  letter  of  the  21ft  of  March,  1776,  accounts  for  my 
carrying  the  arniy,  with  the  incumbrances  then  belonging  t6 
It,  to  Hall i fax,  in  preference  to  any  other  port.  Conclud- 
ing that  the  reafons  there  given  arc-fatisfaftory,  I  do  not 
trouble  the  committee  with  any  farther  explanation,  except, 
that  I  think  the  army,  by  going  thither,  received  great  be- 
nefit, not  only  from  necenary  reffeflrments,  but  from  the 
opportunity  of  being  excrcifed  inline,  a  very 'material  part 
of  difcipline,  in  which  we  vvcrc<{efeftive  until  that  time.  I 
might  alfo  add,  thtit  the  troops  performed  very  effential  fer- 
vice  at  Hallifiix,  by  conflruftuiV  redoubts,  and  other  ft rong 
works,  for  the"  defence  of  the  town  and  dock,  which  could 
not  h^ve  been  execute^  by.thegarrifon. 

My  letters  ^go  on  "to  fhow  how  the  army  was  difpofed  of 
previous  to  the  Itr'nding  upon  Long-Ifland,  while  waiting  for 
the  arrival  6f  the  troops  from  Europe,  and  from  the  expedi- 
tion againft  South  Carolina.  That  intermediate  timd,  as  I , 
do  not  recolleft,  amongft  the  multiplicity  of  anonymous 
publications  againft  me,  any  fault  has  been  imputed,  I  pzh 
over ;   remarking  only,  that  from  the  violent  heat  of  the 

T  t  2  weather. 


'^  In  the  examination  of  General'  Robertfon  (one  of  the  witneffes 
called  by  Lord  George  Germain)  an  attempt  was  made  to  prove  thslt 
coniiderable  quantities  of  linen  and  woollen  merchandizes,  which, 
might  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  rebels,  were  left  at  Boflon,  upon  the 
evacuation  of  that  town,  although  it  was  in  my  power  to  have  car* 
ried  the  whole  away.  But  though  the  General  was  of  opinion  that 
thofe  goods  might  have  been  removed  with  the  army,  it  was  merely 
ia  the  idea,  conceived  from  report,  that  they  might  have  been  carried 
away,  if  the  holds  of  the'  tranfports  had  been  well  flowed  ;  for  be 
acknowledged  that  we  were  in  great  want  of  ihipping,  and  that  w^ 
took  with  us  all  the  veiTels  that  were  fie  to  go  to  fea. 
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weather,  lltde  a£live  fervice  could  have  been  done,  auui  that 
fuch  fervice  would  probably  have  beea  attended  with  much 
iickneft  to  the  troops^ 

T  beg  leave  here  to  fay,  that  althpujgh,  to  favc  the  tiae 
of  the  committee,  I  tnay  omit  to  roeation  maoy  traofaftiom 
of  the  war,  I  fhall  be  willing  to  folve  all  doubts  which  the 
members  of  this  comnuttee  may  entertain,  with  tefped  to 
circumftanccs  «ot  touct^ed  upon,  or  not  fufficicntly  ex- 
plained. 

I  haften  to  .the  adion  at  Bpdford  on  Long-Iiland,  the  ayth 
of  Augiift,iii77^,  whetc  a  paragraph  in  my  oublic  letter  of 
the  3d  of  September  has  been  c}uoted  againft  mc  as  a  vio- 
lent charge.  The  paragraph  is  as  follows:  '<  Had  the 
troops  been  permitted  to  go  on,  it  is  my  Qpinion  they  would 
have  carried  the  redoubts,  but  as  it  was  apparent  the  lines 
muft  have  been  ours  at, a  ch^ap  rate,  by  regular  approaches, 
I  would  not  rilk  the  l.qi^'thac  might  have  been  fuftained  in 
the  aiTauIt,  and  ordered  theoi  back  to  a  lioUow  way  in  the 
front  of  the  works,  out  o£  the  rench  of  muf<juetry/' 

This  pfi-agraph,  I  am  free  •  to  own,  I  added  to  giyc  here 
the  fame  impreflion  that  I  fel^of  tl\e  ardour  of  j(he  troops 
upon  that  occafion.  But  I  am  at  aJofs  to  know  fyom,  whence 
it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  carrying  the  lin^s  .would  have  been 
followed  by  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  atmy^,  Tho  fajjs  arc 
thefe  : — ^The  rebels  had  a  body  of  men  potted  in  front  of 
'^^Si  the  lines,  toward  againft  an  attack  from  Flat-Bulh,  and 
from  the  lower  road  upon  their  right.  Thofe  troops  were 
defeated  with  co^fiderable  loi^.  The  remainder  of  the 
corps  was  potted  behind  the  line^,  the  main  army  being  then 
oxi  York-Idand  ;  fo  that  admitting  the  works  to  have  been 
forced  on  the  day  of  action,  the  only  advantage  we  fliould 
have  gained  would  have  been  the  deftruflion  of  a  few  more 
men  ;  for  the  retreat  of  the  grcateft  part  would  have  been 
fccured  by  the  works  conftru£ted  upon  the  heights  of  Brook- 
lyn, oppofite  to  New- York,  and  their  embarkation  covered 
by  a  number  of  floating  batteries. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mott  cttential  duty  I  had  to  ob* 
ierve  was,  not  wantonly  to  commit  his  Majetty's  trpops, 
where  the  objcft  was  inadequate.  I  knew  well  that  any  coo- 
fiderable  lofs  fuftained  b]^  the  army  could  not  fpeedily,  nor 
caiily,  be  repaired.  I  al(b  knew  that  one  great  point  towards 
gainmg  the  confidence  of  an  army  (and  a  General  without 
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it,  is  upon  the  moft  dangerous  ground)  is  never  to  expofe  the 
troops,  where,  as  I  laid,  before,  the  objeft  is  inadequate. 
In  this  inftance,  from  the  certainty  of  bein^  in  pofleffion 
of  the  lines  in  a  very  few  days,  by  breaking  ground,  to 
have  permitted  the  attack  in  queftion,  woold  have  been  in* 
coniiderate,  and  even  criminal.  The  lofs  of  looo,  or  per- 
haps 1500  Britifh  troops,  in  carrying  thofe  lines,  would  have 
been  but  ill  repaid  by  double  that  number  of  the  enemy, 
could  it  have  been  fuppofed  they  would  have  fofiered  in  that 
proportion. 

The  neceffary  preparations,  and  ereAing  batteries,  to  fa-- 
cilitate  the  landing  upon  the  ifland  of  New- York,  and  bat- 
tering the.  enemy's  works  at  Horen*s-Hook,  occupied  us  till 
the  15th  of  September,  when  the  poflcffion  of  New- York 
was  effeAed,  as  appears  by  my  letter  of'  the  21  ft  of  Septem- 
,ber,  1776. 

From  that  time  to|he  lath  of  Ofbober  we  were  employed 
in  fortifying  the  heights  from  Macgowan's-Pafs  to  the  North 
River,  about  two  miles  from  the  enemy's  moft  advanced  in- 
trcnchmcnts,  and  in  getting  poBifBon  of  Paulus-Hook. 
Some  time  was  alfo  necefflirily  employed  in  enquiries  refpeft- 
ing  the  face  of  the  country  to  be  poflcfled,  upon  a  fuppofi- 
tion  tliat  the  enemy  Ihould  remove  from  King's- Bridge. 
There  was  a  neceffity  of  intrenching  upon  the  height  1  have 
mentioned,  in  order  to  cover  New- York  in  the  abfence  of 
the  main  army.  My  public  letters  of  the  23d,  24th,  and 
25th  of  September  point  out  all  thefe  particulars. 

With  regard  to  the  knowledge  of  the  country,  fo  oeceflarr 
to  be  obtained  previous  to  the  movement  from  New- York, 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  diiBculties  we  laboured  under  ia 
that  refpeft  throughout  the  war.  The  country  is  fo  covered 
with  wood,  fwamps  and  creeks,  that  it  is  not  open  in  the 
Icaft  degree  to  be  known,  but  from  poft  tp  poft,  or  from 
accounts  to  be  coUe£ted  from  the  inhabitants  entirely  igno-^ 
rant  of  military  defcription.  Thefe*  circumftances  were^ 
therefore,  the  caufe  of  fome  unavoidable  delay  in  our  txiove** 
nicnt8« 

I  muft  here  add,  that  I  found  the  Americans  not  fo  we^ 
difpofed  to  join  us,  and  to  ferve,  as  I  had  been  taught  to 
UpeA;  that  I  thought  our  farther  progrefs  for  the  pre- 
fcnt,  precarious,  and  that  I  faw  no  profpcft  of  finlfhing 
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the  war  that  campaign.  Thcfe  fcntiments  I  communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  letters  laft  mentioned. 

From  the  12th  of  Oftober,  the  day  the  army  landed  on 
Frog's-Neck,  to  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month,  we  were  era- 
ployed  in  getting  up  (lores  and  provifions,  in  bringing  over 
the  dragoons,  the  fecond  divifion  of  Heilians,  the  carriages 
and  horfes  for  tranfporting  provifions,  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  baggage.  Four  or  five  days  had  been  tinavoidably  taken 
iip  in  landing  at  Frog*s-Neck,  inftead  of  going  at  once  to 
PelPs- Point,  which  woald  have  been  an  imprudent  meafure, 
as  it  could  not  have  b^en  executed  without  much  unnecefiary 
riik. 

On  the  28th  of  October  the  engagement  at  the  White- 
Plains  took  place.  But  it  has  been  afierted,  that,  by  my 
not  attacking  the  lines  on  the  day  Qf  a&ion,  I  loft  an  oppor- 
tunity of  deftroying  the  rebel  array  ;  and  it  has  been  alfo  , 
faid,  that  I  might  have  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by  the 
Croton-Bridge.  Sir,  an  affault  upon  the  enemy's  right, 
W'hich  was  oppofed  to  the  Heffian  troops,  was  intended. 
The  committee  muft  give  me  credit  when  I  affurc  them, 
that  I  have  political  reafons,  and  no  other>  for  de- 
clining to  explain  why  that  affault  was  not  made.  U}>om 
^  a   minute  enquiry  thofe  reafons  might,    if  neceffary,  be 

brought  out  in  evidence  at  the  bar.  If,  however,  the 
affault  had  been  made,  and  the  lines  carried,  the  enemy 
yrould  have  got  off  without  much  iofs,  and.no  way  had  we, 
that  I  could  ever  learn,  of  cutting  off  their  retreat  by  the 
Croton-Bridge.  I  cannot  conceive  the  foundation  of  fuch 
an  idea.  By  forcing  the  lines  we  fliould  undoubtedly  have 
gained  a  more  brilliant  advantage,  fome  baggage,  and  fome 
provifions  ;  but  we  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  rebel 
army  could  have  been  deftroyed.  The  ground  in  their  rear 
was  fuch  as  they  could  wilh,  for  fecuring  their  retreat,  which 
indeed  feemed-to  be  their  principal  objefl.  And,  Sir,  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  confefs,  that  if  1  could  by  any  manceuvre 
remove  an  enemy  from  a  very  advantageous  pofition,  with- 
out hazarding  the*  confequcnces  of  an  attack,  where  the 
point  to  be  carried  was  not  adequate  to  the  lot's  of  men  to 
be  expefted  from  the  enterprize,  1  fhould  certainly  adopt  that 
cautionary  conduft,  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  my  ^verfary 
upon  more  equal  terms.  , 

But  to  proceed  in  my  narrative.    My  public  letter  of  the 
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32th  ofNovcTibcr  relates  the  further  proceedings  of  ihe  army, 
until  Lord  Comwal lis  arrived  at  Brunfwick  in  the  JerfeyB,  in 
which  is  included  the  taking  of  Fort-Wa(hington,  afterwards 
called  Fort  Knyphaufen.  I  need  not  trouble  the  committee 
wich  other  particulars  in  that  period  :  but  I  mufl:  fay  I  (hould 
have  been  highly  blameable,  had  I  ordered  the  noble  Lord  to 
have  followed  the  enemy  beyond  firunfwick,  when  the  whole 
of  his  corps  had /lot  joined  him. 

I  refer  to  my  pubnc  letter  of  the  20th  of  December,  for  an 
account  of  the  progrefs  of  that  corps  until  the  14th  of  that 
month,  when  thty  w6nt  into  cantoqments,  which  I  was 
hopeful  they  might  have  maintained.  My  firft  intentions 
vere  to  have  made  Brunfwick:  the  left,  and  Elizabeth-Town, 
or  Newark,  the  right  ofthofe  cantonments;  and  my  reafon 
for  extending  to  Trenton  was,  that  a  confidcrable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  came  in  with  their  arms,  in  obedience  to  the 
*  proclamation  of  the  commiffioners  on  the  3oih  of  November. 
I  took  upon  me  to  rifle  that  poft  under  the  command  of « 
brave  officer,  with  the  fupport  of  Colonel  Donop  at  Borden- 
town,  five  miles  diftant,  with  a  very  ftrong  corps.  The  two 
pofts  were  occupied  by  nine  battalions,  the  Heffian  cavalry, 
and  a  party  of  the  i6th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  3OOO  men,  with  fixteen  field 
pieces.  The  light  infantry  of  the  army,  a  brigade  of  infan- 
try, and  fome  dragoons,  were  pofted  at  Prince- town,  in  the 
chain  of  cantonme/its,  twelve  miles  from  Trenton. 

But  it  has  been  objeifted  to  me,  that  I  ought  net  tohavein- 
trufted  the  important  poft  of  Trenroil  to  the  Heffian  troops. 
My  anfwer  to  this,  if  <^lealrly  underftood,  will  I  think  be  fa- 
tisfadory.  Military  men  willrertainly  underftand  it.  The 
*  left,  Sir,  was  the  poft  of  the  Heflians  in  the  line,  and  had  I 
changed  it  upon  this  occafion  it  muft  have  been  confidered  as 
a  difgrace,  fince  the  fame  fituarion  held  in  the  cantonments 
as  in  the  camp.  And  it  probably  would  have  created  jealou* 
fies  between  the  Heilian  and  firitifli  troops,  which  it  was  my 
duty  carefully  ft)  prevent. 

Colonel  Donop,  who  commanded  the  two  pofts,  was  per* 
fedly  fatisfied  wkhi  his  fituation,  and  fo  was  Colonel  Rhall. 
They  both  had  timely  information  of  the  intended  attack: 
the  nuihbers  of  Che  enemy,  I  was  credibly  informed,  did  not 
exceed  3OOO,  and  if  Colonel  Rhall  had  obeyed  the  orders  I 
fent  to  him  for  the  erefling  of  redoul  ts^  I  am  confident  his 
poft  would  not  have  been  taken. 
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I  would  aik  thofe  who  objed  to  this  part  of  the  diftribu- 
tion,  where  could  the  Heffian  troops  have  been  better  em- 
ployed  than  in  the  defence  of  a  poft  ?  In  the  iaft  war  they 
were  eftccmcd  not  unequal  to  any  troops  in  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand's army,  and  I  (hould  do  them  much  injuflice  wen  I  not 
to  fay  they  were  in  very  high  order  in  America.  Two  of 
tbefe  very  battalions  had  (erred  in  Germany  with  great  credit^ 
and  the  whole  brigade  under  Colonel  RhalPs  command  had 

fivcn  a  recent  proof  of  their  bravery  at  the  attack  of  Fort- 
Inyphaufen. 
The  poiTcffion  of  '^renton  was  extremely  deiirable ;  could 
,we  have  preferved  it  we  (hould  have  covered  ihe  greateft  part 
.of  the  country  to  the  eaflward  of  Prince-town,  includiog  the 
.whole  county  of  Monmouth^  whene  I  had  reafon  to  Aink 
^here  were  many  loyal  inhabitants.  We  (hould  atfo  have 
been  fo  near  Philadelphia  that  we  might  pofBbly  have  taken 
pofieffion  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter ;  though  I  confeft  , 
I  bad  feveral  reafoqs*for  doubting  the  expediency  of  that 
meafure  at  that  time. 

My  principal  objed  in  fo  grpat  an  extenfion  of  the  canton- 
inents,  was  to  afford  protedlion  to  the  inhabitants,  that  they 
might  experience  the  difference  between  his  Majefty's-go- 
vernment,  and  that  to  which  they  were  fubjeS  from  the  re-^ 
bel  leaders.  For,  Sir,  although  fome  perfons  condemn  me 
for  having  endeavoured  to  conciliate  his  Majefty's  rebellious 
fubjeds,  l)y  taking  every  means  to  prevent  the^leftnidion  of 
the  country,  inftead  of  irritating  them  by  a  contrary  mode 
of  proceeding,  yet  am  T,  from  many  reafons,  fatisfied 
in  my  own  mind  that  I  a£led  in  that  particular  for  the 
|>enelit  of  the  King's  fervicc.  Mioifters  the^fifelves,  I  an 
'  perfuaded,  did  at  one  time  entertain  a  (tmilar  dodrine,  and 
from  a  circunikftaoce  not  now  neceflary  to  dwell  upon  ;  it  it 
certain  that  I  (hould  have  had  little  ref^on  tohojpe  for  fuppoct 
from  ihem,  if  I  had  been  difpoied  to  zSts  'of  great  feveritjr. 
|iad  it  bc^n  afterwards  judged  gpod  policy  to  tiirn  (he  plaa 
of  the  war  into  an  indifcrlminate  devaftation  of  that  country, 
and  had  I  been  thought  tbe  proper  inftrument  for  executing 
jfuch  a  plan,  minifters,  1  prefume,  would  have  openly  ftoori 
forth,  arvd  fent  clear,  explicit  orders.^  Ambiguous  meflages, 
hints,  whifpers  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  to  be  avowed  Or  difavowr 
ed  ac  pleafure,  would  have  been  paltry  fafeguard^  fpf  the  ho- 
nour and  co4}du£t  pf  a  commander  in  chief. 
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I  now  rctiirri  to  my  narrative.  Previous  to  the  lofs  of 
Trenton  I  had  detached  General  Clinton  with  6006  men  to 
takcpofleffion  of  Rhode-Ifland,  the  fuccefs  of  which  cx()edi- 
tfon  is  mentioned  in  my  public  lettei-  6(  the  abth  of  Decem- 
ber, i77b.  This  was  one  material  pdint  in  the  general  plan 
of  operations;  And  here  I  mufl:  beg  leave  to  tall  the  atten- 
tion of  the  cominittee  to  my  fepirate  letter  of  the  30th  of 
November;  1776,  where'm  is  fee  forth  my  firft  plan  for  the 
next  campaign,  with  the  force  requifite,  in  ordef,  if  poiEble, 
to  finifli  the-  war  in  one  year*  My  propdfitiorts  were,  that 
We  Ihoiild  have  io,66d  meh  to  ^^  on  the  fide  of  Rhode* 
Ifland,  and  penetrate  eaftward,inio  the  country  towards  Bof- 
ton,  leaving  200O  for  the  defence  of  Rhode-Ifland,  f6,ooo  ih 
the  province  of  New- York,  to  move  up  the  North  River  to 
Albany,  ^iboO  for  the  defence  of  York-Jfland  and  its  depen- 
dencies, 8000  to  cover  Jerfcy,  and  to  keep  General  Wafli- 
ington's  army  in  check,. by  giving  a  jealoufy  to  Philadelphia, 
which  as  well  as  Virginia  1  propofed  to  attack  irt  autumn^ 
provi<ied  thefuccefs  of  other  operations  fhould  have  admitted 
of  fending  thither  an  adequate  force.  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  I  propofed  aS  objeSs  for  winter.  But  to  cai-ry  this 
^plan  into  execution  I  informed  his  Lordfhip,  that  ten  ihips 
6f  the  line,  and  a  re-inforcement  of  15,000  rank  and  file 
would  ^eabfotutely  neceflary,  befides  an  additional  battalion 
of  artillery.  Act:o^ding  to  this  Calculation,  the  arnhy  under 
my  command  would  probably  have  confifted  Of  35,600  eflfec- 
tivc  roenj  to  oppofe  56,000  voted  by  the  Congrefs  for  the 
fiext  campaign,  exclufive  of  the  large  bodies  of  militia,  who 
tvere  to  be  collected  on  the  (horteft  notice.  I  mentioned  at 
the  fame  time  the  fpirit  infufcd  into  the  people  by^  ^^^^ir 
leaders^  from  the  ftroftgeft  ajfurarices  of  procuring  the  afEft- 
ancc  of  foreign  povVers,  and  that  it  was  faid  Doftoc  Franklin 
-was  gone  to  France  to  folicit  the  aid  of  that  court* 

This  letter  of  the  30rh  of  November,  was  received  by  thci^ 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  30'th  of  December.  On  the  9(h  of 
Marchj  1777, 1  received  his  Lordlhip's  anfwei",  dated  the  i4tl)i 
Cf  January.  This  anfwer  it  is  to  be  obferved^  was  by  no*  ' 
means  decifive;  The  determination  upOn  my  plan  was  pbft-^ 
pOncd  until  the  arrival  of  rty  next  letter,  when  "Major  Hal- 
four  (one  of  my  aids  de  camp,  and  then  in  England)  was  to 
be  immediately  difpatched.  My  requifition,  as  has  been  juft 
ftated,  was  for  15,006  rank  and  file,  in  order  to  comjsletc  the* 
»rmy  to  -^{,000  cffcdiv^  men.     The  noble  Lord,  ih  the  Ict- 
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ter  I  am  now  quoting,  hopes  that  he  (hall  be  able  to  aug- 
ment the  army  under  my  command  to  near  3;,ocx>y  ahhou^th 
be  propores  fending  me  only  7,800.  This  mifconccived  cal- 
culation can  no  otherwifc  be  accounted  for,  as  1  apprehend, 
than  by  his  Lordfliip's  computing  the  fick,  and  the  prifoners 
with  tne  rebels,  as  a  part  of  the  real  eSe<fiive  itrength  of  the 
army  ;  and  yet  I  cannot  fee  how  fuch  a  miilake  could  have 
arifen,  as  my  requifition  was  fpecific,  for  15,000  men,  rank 
mnd  file.  His  Ix>rdihip  further  declares,  that  it  is  beyond  his 
power  to  furnifh  me  with  the  additional  battalion  of  artillery. 
If  any  thing  could  be  an  alleviation  of  my  difappointment  in 
thcfe  refpcSs,  it  was  the  aflurance  which  accompanied  rt,  that 
«-^^'  whatever  degree  of  fupport  the  rebels  had  been  uught  to 
cxpedfrom  foreign  powers,  his  Lordibip  had  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  Dodor  Franklin  would  not  be  able  to  procure 
them  any  open  afllftance.*' 

During  the  doubts  I  entertained,  whether  the  large  re- in* 

forcemcnt  I  had  requeued  would  arrive  in  time  for  theexccu- 

tion  of  the  extenfive  plan  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  30th 

'  of  November,  1776,  I   had  infonpation,  which    I   thought 

might  be  depended  on,  that  the  redudion  of  Fenofylvaoia  was 

Sradicable,  even  upon  the  fuppoiition  that  the  whole  of  my 
rength,  fit  for  duty  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  might 
not  exceed  10,000  men.  I  therefore  fuggefted^  in  my  fepa- 
rate  letter  of  the  20th  of  December,  1778,  a  fecond  plan, 
which  was  for  afting  next  campaign  in  Pennfylvania,  and 
which,  when  I  was  told  I  muft  expeA  a  re-inforcement  of 
only  7,800  men,  little  more  than  half  my  reqirifitioo,  I  con- 
cluded was  to  be  adopted. 

I  remarked  that  by  this  plan  the  march  towards  Bofton, 
which  I  had  before  propofed,  muft  be  oeferred  until  the  re- 
quired reinforcements  (hould  arrive  from  Europe;  but  as 
thjcfe  operations  perhaps  of  the  laft  importance  to  the  nation, 
might  depend  upon  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  I  folicited 
hu  Lordfliip  to  point  out  any  general  plans  that  might  be 
thought  moft  advifeable,  as  well  with  refped  to  the  prefent 
ftrength  of  the  army,  as  in  the  event  of  re-inforcemrnts,  re- 
marking to  me  the  periods  of  time  in  which  I  might  exped 
the  arrival  of  troops.  This  letter  having  been  received  in 
England  on  the  23d  of  February,  1777,  which  was  long  be- 
fore General  Burgoyne's  departure,  theminifter  had  full  op- 
portunity of  comcnunicating  ths  contents  to  that  Gencrali 
andof  making  fuch  changes  as  he  might  judge  expedient  to 
coincide  with  the  northern  operations. 

Frcfumirg 
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Prefuming  that  it  was  my  duty  to-omit  no  opportunity  of 
communicating^  though  it  might  be  deemed  repeating,  my 
ideas  to  the  Secretary  ofState^  my  private  letter  of  the  20Ch 
of  January,  1777,  was  alfo  full  and  explicit,  I  there  afiure 
him,  that  there  muft  be  another  campaign^  for  I  found  that 
upon  the  good  news  from  Quebec,  in  1776,  he  had  hoped, 
that  a  profped  was  open  for  ending  the  war  in  one  campaign, 
I  prefled  for  more  troops  I  told  him  that  a  re-inforcement 
•of  20,000  men  was  requifite^  but  that  15,000  would  give  uJ 
a  fuperiority,  pointing  out  Philadelphia,  for  the  reafons  be* 
fore  mentioned,  as  the  principal  objed  ;  I  obferved,  that  an 
augmentation  of  20,000  men  would  admit  of  my  detaching  a 
corps  thither  by  fea,  whilft  the  main  body  might  penetrate 
by  the  way  of  Jerfey.  On  the  other  hand  I  obferved,  that 
if  the  re-inforcements  were  fmall  the  operations  would  be 
of  courfe  curtailed.  This  letter  alfo  arh'ved  in  England  prior 
to  General  Burgoyne's  departure.  Both  letters  are  anfwered 
the  3d  of  Marcn,  1777,  and  brought  by  Major  Balfour,  who 
arrived  at  New-York  on  the  8th  of  May. 

I  had  now  the  Secretary  of  State's  en tiVe  approbation  of  my 
Second  plan,  the  expedition  to  Pen nfylvania;  my  reaibns  for 
^devming  from  my  former  plan  being,  as  his  Lordfhip  is 
pleafcd  to  exprefs  himfrff,  folid  and  decifive.  He  laments, 
however,  that  inftead  of  augmenting  the  army  to  35,000, 
which  I  had  requefted,  and  which  I  had  fome  reafon  to  hope 
for,  inftead  of  even  re-inforcing  me  with  7,800  he'could  only 
allow  me  to  expe(^  2,900,  thatis  to  fay,  not  a  fifth  part  of  the 
number  I  had  required.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  his  Lord- 
ftiip  at  the  fume  time,  notwithftandtng  fo  great  a  reduction  of 
the  reinforcements  requifitc  for  the  operations  determined 
upon  and  approved  of,  recommends  a  warm  diverfion  to  be 
made  on  the  coafts  of  Maflachufett's-Bay  and  New  Hamp' 
(hire,  as  far  as  the  main  plan  will  permit.  The  Admiral  and 
X  however,  agreeably  to  his  Lordfhip's  commands,  confulted 
upon  theexpediencvof  the  diverfion,  and  in  my  It^tter  of  th^ 
3d  .of  June,  1777,  1  informed  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  we 
found  it  not  to  be  practicable  without  interfering  materially 
with  thofe  more  important  operations  of  the  campaign  which 
had  been  approved  of  by  himfelf,  and  which  were  already  too 
much  curtailed  from  a  want  of  a  land  force,  t  »The  army  fi| 
for  a&ual  duty  at  this  time,  exclufive  of  abou^  2000  Provin* 
piaJs,  was  I4,Q90  ihox%  of  the  number  I  had  expc^d« 

Uh  z  But 
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But  to  refumc.thc  chain  pf  D)X  corrclpoiMjcAcq.  Finding 
by  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  of  th0i4tk  of  Jin.  1777,  rcr 
pcived  on  the  9th  of  March  follQWt»|,  that  the  k^iof^icemcnti 
were  not  tq  l^expe£led,  I  totally  rehnquiihed,  in  my  fecrcc 
letter  of  the  2d  of  April,  the  idei  of  any  oftenfive  operatioia» 
except  tha^  to  the  fouthward,  and  a  divcifion  oc^onally 
upon  HudfohVRivcr,  I  informed  the  Sepretary  oJf  Stttc 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  plan  formerly  propoied  could  no 
longer  be  thought, of)  that  the  Jerfeys  muft  be  abandoned^ 
and  Pennfylva^nia  be  invaded  only  by  Tea;  that  ia  the  former 
campaign  my  force  was  equal  to  the  operations,  but  that  in 
the  enfuingonc,  from  the  feveral  poft^  neceflary  to  be,pre<- 
Terved,  the  offcnfive  arnfiy  would  be  too  weak,  for  rapid  fuc* 
cefs  ;  and  that  reftri£led  a^  I  was  from  en,teiri|ig  ppon  n^oit 
CXCeitfiye  operations  by  the,  w:ant  of  force,  my  hqpcf  of  ter? 
minating  th^  war  tbat  year  were  vftnifhed;  that  notwith^  , 
(landing  the  whole  rebel  arnxy^  5O»0QO  men,  voted  ia  au* 
tumn,  might  not  be  raifed,  the  enemy  would  hare  a  nunae* 
rous  militia  in  the  field^  in  addition  to  their  ftai^ding  f^rce^ 
and  a  good  train  of  artillery.  I  ax  the  fame  tioie  tfaEifmitted 
my  diftribution  of  the  arn[iy  for  the  campaigo,  by  wbicb>  it  U 
to  ht  obferved,  that  my  real  eSeiSive  force,  exclufiirc  of  ^ooo  % 
Provincials,  amounted  only  to  18^000  *. 

The  noble  Lord V  aix(wer  to  this  letter,  dated  the  i8&hof 
May,  1777,  contains  ^  repeated  approbation  of  the  expedi*. 
ition  to  Pcj^nfylvania  ^  but  it  is  remarkable  in  other  refpc.d& 
r— He  ftates  his  inability  to  /urnifl>  me  with  the  Aipplies 
requeiled^  a;id  is  conjcerncd  to  find' that  I  do  not  tmagioe^mv 
force  to  be  as  fuitable  to  the  operations  of  the  enfuilig  cam- 
paign, as  1  had  confefTed  it  wa^s  tothofe  of  the  laft.  Tbele 
exprcflions,  Sir,  require  obfcrvationr— They  feen)  ^g^  to 
catch,  me  ia  the  confcilion  that  my  force  was  fuitable  to  the 
ipperations  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  would  from  thenco  im* 
ply,  that  my  force  was  equally  fyitable  to  the  oj^eratiOns  of 
any  other  campaign.  Now,  Sir,  even  if  I  bad  not  explained 
my  idea  upon  that  point  (which  however  I  c^eai-ly  did)  I 
think  it  might  have  been  obvioiia  to  any  ms^  lefe  acquajmed 
than  his  Lordfhip  with  military  reafoning,  that  the  force, 
which  had  been  fufficient  to  takepoflfeilxon  of  New-York,  and 
other  ftrong  holds  of  the  enemy,  could  not,  after  the  neccf* 
fary  divifion^  for  preferving  t^e  variety   of  pofts-  we* had 

*  In  fimng  niunbets  prefent^  rank  and  file  Bt-  for  diity  is  always 
Wfsyat. 

gained. 
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cained,  be  equalfy  fuitable  to  the  making  of  new  conqueft9« 
For  is  16  nocTelf-evident,  that  the  pov^er  of  an  army  muft  di^ 
minrib  in  proportion  to  thedecreafe  of  their  numbers?  And 
muft  not  their  numbers  for  the  field   neceflarily  decreafe,  int 
*  proportion  to  tifi  towns,  pofts,  or-  forts,  which  we  take,  and 
are  obliged  to  preferve  ?  But  his  Lordfhtp  proceeds  to  fay, 
ihat  his  concern  (on  account  of  this  imagination  of  mine)  is 
in  a  great  degree  alleviated  by  the  intelligence  which  be  daily 
receives^  of  the  rebels  finding  the  utmoft  difficulty  in  raifing 
an  army  to  face  his  Majelty's  troops        iFrom   the*  fuppofctt 
weaknefs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  good  inclination  of  thetnHft- 
bitants,   he  has  every   reafon  to  expedl  that  my  fucceffs  in 
Pennfylvania  will  enable  me  to  raife  amongft  them  fuch  a 
iforcc,  fts  maybe  fufficient  for  the  interior  defence  of  the  prtf- 
vioce  ■     rHjg  declines  a  particular  confideration  of  the  adran^* 
^  tages  which  may  be  expe£bd  from  a  fuccefsftil  execution  rf  • 
my  prefent  plani  but  is  pleafed  to  inform  me  (in  contra^ 
jii£Mon  to  my  repeated  reprefentations  and  alTertions)  that-  he 
is  infpired  with  no  fmall  degree  of  hope,  that  this  campaign 
will  put  an  end  to  the  unhappy  contcft.     Thu»,  Sir,  all  my 
pofitive  afluranees,  atifing  from  a  declared  want  of  force,  and 
^ifrom  a  plain  ftate  of  ta£ks,  are  here  anfwered  with  thefingle 
argument  of  h:s  owndflufive  hopes,  built  upon  a  fuppofl<ion 
of  theenemy^s  weaknefs  :  to  what  adilemrmr  n  a  commander 
ftduced,  when,  after  having  repeatedly  complained  of  hrs  de^ 
ficiency  of  flrengch,  the  minifter,  from'  infortnatTon  colletSed 
here  at  borne,  or  from  hopes  fuge:el^ed  by  fears,  oppofes  hit 
own  conjeiSture  ( 1  carrot  call  it  judgment)  and   tells*  him, 
that  decifive  fuccefs  \${iil\  expefied  fronr  him?  If  the  powers 
of  this  couptry^  or  the  extent  of  his   Lordfhip's   influence, 
eould  not  have  raifed  the  force  required,  that  anfWer  would 
have  been  fatisfadory  to  me,  arid  no  refle<5Hbn  upon  himfelf. 
Thatanfwer  would  have  relieved  my  mind   from  an  appre^ 
hcnfion^  1  ^egan  toenttrtaln,  that  my  opinions  were  no  longer 
ofwe^ht  i  and  that  of  courfe  tht  confidence  fo  necefiary  to 
the  fupport,  fatisfadlon,  and   indeed,  fccurity,  6f  every  mait 
in  a  refponfible  fiti^ation^   was  withdrawn.     If  the   noble 
Lord  had  thought  that  my  requifition  for  more  troops  was  un-* 
nocefiary,  and  that  the  force  he  had   already  furniftied  warf 
adequate,  why  did  he  not  take  the  manly  part  of  appoint*- 
ing  fome*  other  perfon  to  fulfil  thofe  fanguineexpedations, 
which  from  duty  and  co.tvidtion  I  h«id  laboured  to  difcounte* 
IMQce  ? 
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In  order  to  preferve,  as  well  a«  I  can,  the  htflorical  cbroao- 
Wy,  acnidfi  fuch  numerous  events  and  quotations,  I  muft  in 
ftbis  place  remind  the  coounixter,  that  in  my  letter  to  the  Se- 
/cretary  of  State.of  the  2.d  of  Aprils  i???)  ^  endofed  a  copy  of 
a  confidential  letter  which  I  wrote  on  the  5th  of  the  fame 
inon^h  fpontaneoufly  tq  Sir  Guy  Carieton  ;  I  fay  fpontane* 
/ouflyj  becaufe  I  had  not  at  that  time  received  any  official  in*- 
formatiop  concerning  the  plan  of  ^he  Nortbtri)  expeditioni 
which  I  jconceii^d  was  to  takie  place  that  year.  Jt  may  t< 
recolle^Sed^  that  the  fubilance  of  this  letter  was,  that  I  fliouU 
probably  }>t  in  Pennfylvania  at  the  time  when  the  Northern 
army  would  be  ready  to  c«ter  the  province  of  New-York: 
that  little  af&ftancc  was.  to  be  expedted  from  me  to  faciliute 
their  approach,  as  a  want  of  fii{ficien(  ftfcngth  in  my  o«Q 
arm^y  would  probably  not  adnrii,t  of  my  detaching  a  corps 
to  9iSk  up  Hvdfon'ii  Iliver  in  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paian. 

On  the  Jth.of  June  I  received  a  copy  of  the  Secretary  of 
/State's  letter  to  Sir  Guy  CaVleton,  dated  the  26th  of  March 
1777,  wberein  he  communicates  to  him  the  plan  <^  theNor^ 
them  expedition,  and  adds,  <<  that  he  will  writfs  to  3ir  Wil- 
liam Howe  b V  the  firft  packet/* 

I  muft  oblerve,  that  this  copy  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlck- 
,ton,  though  Jranfmitted  to  me,  was  not  accompanied  with 
any  inftrudiionswhatfoever;  and  that  the  letter  intended  to 
have  been  written  to  me  by  the  firft  packet,  and  which  was 
probably  tp  have  contained  fome  inflrufSlions,  was  never  fent, 

I  come  now  to  the  fummer  of  1777,  paiEng  over  the  exper 
iditions  in  March  and  April  to  Peek's-Kill  and  Danbury. 

The  progreft  of  our  army  in  Jerfey  being  alfo  fuljy  menr 
tioned  in  my  letters  upon  the  table,  I  likewife  pafs  over  the 
various  occurrences  there,  previous  to  the  embarkation  at  Sta- 
ten*Ifland.  But  as  I  have  been  blamed  for  nqt  marchine,  be- 
fore I  left  Jerfey,  to  attack  General  Washington,  poi&d  at 
Middlebrook,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  committor  with 
a  few  words  upon  that  point. 

To  have  attacked  General  Wafhington  in  that  ftrong  pofti 
'  muft  neceftarily  have  made  a  confiderable  circuit  of  the  coun- 
try i  and  having  no  profpeft  of  forcing  him,  I  did  not  think 
it  advifeable  to  lofe  fo  much  time  as  muft  have  been  employed 
upon  that  march,  during  the  intenfeheat  of  the  feafon. 
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Exclufiveof  this  confideration,  6ur  return  muft  have  li^een' 
through  a  very  difficult  and  exh^fted  country,  where  there 
Was  no  poffibility  of  keeping  up  the  communication  with 
Brunfwick,  from  whence  alone  we  could  draw  our  provij[k)ns ; 
and  the  force  with  me  at  that  time,  amounting  only  to  about 
11,000  men,  it, would  not  admit  of  fuffcient  detachments  to 
preferve  the  communication.  The  movement  which  I  did 
make  in  two  columns  was  with  a  view  of  drawing  on  an  ac- 
tion, if  the  enemy  /hould  liave  defcended  from  his  poft,  and 
been  tempted  towards  the  Delaware,  in  order,  to  defend  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river,  on  a  fuppofition  that  I  intended  to  crofs  it. 
But  as  thepofition  of  my  firft  column  at  .HiUfborough  muft 
have  induced  that  idea,  and  yet  had  not  the  defired  efie<fl,  I 
determined  to  return  to  Brunfwick,  and  follow  the  plan  which 
had  been  approved  by  the  minifler.  Thefe  reafons,  together 
with  thofe  afiigned  in  my  letter  of  the.  5th  of  July,  1 777,  ^ill 
•  I  hope  fufficiently  account  for  my  not  attacking  General 
Wa/hington  upon  that  occafion.  I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that 
even  fo  long  before  as  in  my  letter  of  the  ad  of  April,  I  de- 
clared it  was  not  my  intention  to  undertedce  any  o^ifive  ope-r  ^ 
ration  in  the  Jerfeys,  unlefs  fome  very  advantageous  opportu-^ 
nity  fliould  offer. 

*  But  it  has  been  afked,  why  I  did  not  crofs  the  Delaware^ 
and  procfeed  by  land  to  Philadelphia  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that^ 
from  a  want  of  fufiicient  means  to  pafs  fo  large  a  river,  I  judg- 
ed the  difficulties  and  the  rifk  too  great,  more  efpecialiy  as  the 
enemy  had  a  corps  ready  for  the  defence  of  it,  exclufivo  of 
their  main  army  in  my  rear. 

I  have  already  fhewn,  that  finding  the  promifed  re-inforce^ 
ments  were  not  to  be  expeded,  I  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  the  plan  firft  propofed  could  no  longer  be  thought  of; 
that  the  Jerfeys  muft  be  abandoned,  and  Pennfyjvania  be  in- 
vaded only  by  fea.  T  he  communication  for  pro viiions  through 
fuch  an  extent  of  country,  could  not  poiTibly  be  maintained 
with  the  force  then  at  my  command.  This,  Sir,  is  furely  a 
fatisfaftory  ^fwer  to  the  charge  of  my  not  having  proceed-* 
•d  to  Philadelphia  at  that  time  by  land. 

In  my  next  letter  of  the  7th  of  July,  1777,  I  obferved, 
**  that  the  war  was  now  upon  a  different  fcale  with  refpe£t  to 
the  increafed  powers  and  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  than  it  was 
iaft  campaign,  their  officers  being  much  better,  with  an  addi-* 
tion  of  feveral  from  the  French  fervice,  and  a  refpe£lable 
train  of  field  artillery:  That 50  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  had 
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beaiflaiided  at  Bofton,  and  that  the  rebel  arm j  in  Jcrfey  bad 
already  with  it  a  field  train  of  forty  pieces —  fhat  w^s  the 
Britim  regiments  were  completed  with  draughts  and  good  re- 
cruits, we  ihould  iGoon  lofe  our  tonfeqeence  by  the  -current 
cafualties  of  a  campaign,  .even  without  a  general  a&ion: 
That  a, corps  of  10,000  Ruffians,  efie&ive  fighting  men,-  might 
infure  the  i'uccefs  of  the  war  to  Great-Britain  in  another  cam- 
paign :  But  that  if  they  were  not  to  be  had,  and  if  we  fliould 
fecceed  this  campaigH  in  the  poiieffion  of  Peanfylvania,  the 
Jerfeysj  and  the  province  of  New- York,  (whiph  I  had  before 
fiiid  muft  in  a  great  mealure  depend  upon  thefuccefs  of  the 
Northern  army)  the  draught  troops  in  that  cafe,  for  the  pr©- 
iervation  of  tliem  in  the  next  campaign^  would  be  great,  at 
the  iame  time  that  a  confiderable  force  would  be  reqnifite  for 
theredu<9:ion  of  the  Northern  provinces^  wherein  three  ar- 
mies ihould  be  employed  to  make  it  efi[e£hial :  -And  that  even 
in  our  prefent  ftate,  twenty  regular  battalions  were  employ-  ' 
ed  for  the  fecurity  of  York-lfland  with  its  dependencies,  and 
Rhode-Ifland." 

•  It  may  be  obferved,  that  I  made  various  alterations  from 
time  to  time  in  the  plans  of  operations,  but  I  flatter  myfdf 
they  will  be  found  folid,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  difirib^* 
liion  of  the  troops  to  Rhode-lfland,  New- York,  andthemab* 
army. 

•  With  regard  to  the  main  army, -the  queflion  is,  ••  WhcAer 
k  could  have  been  difpofed  to  better  advantage  than  upon  the' 
expedition  which  took  place  to  Pennfylvania  ?*^— An  expedition 
faid  by  fome  gentlemen  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  fubfc^ 
quent  misfortunes :  Thoie  gentlemen  will,  I  prefume,  endea- 
vour to  fupport  this  ftrong  affertion  by  evidence  of  the  offi-' 
cersy  the  Geneml  officers,  upon  whofe  opinions  they  profeft 

•  to  have  founded  their  judgement.  If  there  are  any  in  this 
committee  who  have  formed  a  fimilar  conclufion  mm  thdr 
own  reafoning,  1  truft  they  will  this  day  favour  me  with  their 
ground  tor  fuch  opinion,  unlefs  thev  fliould  be  fatisfied  with 
what  I  am  going  to  ftate  in  my  juftification.  And  in  making 
this  requeft,  Iknow  1  addrefs  myfelf  to  men  of  honour,  who 
cannot  mean  a  wanton  accufation,  but  who  may  wiih  ta  be  fa- 
tisfied in  points  not  fufficiently  explained. 

•  Aad  here.  Sir,  although  I  might  fhelter  myfelf  from  tb« 
violent  charge,  by  referring  to  the  complete  approbation,  as 
Well  as  the  acquiefcence  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  might 
anfwer  every  obje€tion-*by  the-ihort  bbfrnration^  that  the  Tca-» 
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\>ns  for  adopting  this  expedition  are  adjudged  by  his  Lordfliip 
to  be  folid  anddepUiTe;  yet  am  I  contisitt  to  wave  that  jufti^ 
fication,  and  to  ftand  entirely  upon  tbe  merits  and  policy  of 
themeafureitfelf* 

Perfons  of  Tome  authority,  I  $m  told,  have  (aid,  *^  that  the 
army  ought  to  have  gone  into  New  England,  others  that  it 
ought  to  hav«  gone  up  Hudfon's  River/*  Permit  me  to 
examine  the  propriety  of  both  thofe  opinions^  bv  confiderin|; 
what  would  have  been  the  confequences,  if  eitner  of  them 
had  been  adopted. 

Suppofe,  in  the  £rft  place,  it  had  gone  to  New-England, 
would  that  meafure  have  led  to  a  conclufion  of  the  war  i  t 
think  not.  For,  Sir,  wherever  the  main  body  of  our  army 
had  gone,  there  moft  j^redly  would  Geaeral  Wafhington 
have  gone  alfo.  But  Aat  he  would  have  avoided  a  genetsd 
^  a£lLon,  I  am  authorifed  to  fay,  not  only  frpm  his  confbmt 
'  uniform  ponduSin  that  refpeo,  (and  in  which,  no  doubt,  he 
aded  judiciouAy)  but  aUb  from  tnis  very  obvious  reafon :  He 
knew  we  could  not  have  kept  any  part  pf  Connedicut  in  xhfi 
winter,  exicept  one  or  two  places  upon  the  coaft  of  the  found; 
ficuations  which  woi|id  not  have  forwarded  the  recovery  of 
that  province^^Jn  Connecticut,  therefore,  there  was  np  ob- 
}tSt  lor  which  be  oMild  have  been  tempted  to  rifk  a  general 
action; 

Bdldie^  the  provinces  of  New  Eogland  are  i|ot  only  the 
moft  populous,  but  &eir  militia,  when  brought  to  adkioA,' 
the  mofft  perfevering  of  any  in  all  Nprth  Aiueri^^;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  General  Wa&ington,  with  bi£  main  ar- 
tny,  would  have  followed  me  into  a  cpuntry  where  the  ftrenigth 
of  the  Continent  encouraged  by  his  prefence^  would  MVe 
been  moft  fpeddily  coUefted.  .     . 

fn  Peniifylvtoi^  t)ie  profped  jWa*  very  different;  .The  in- 
creafe  6f  force  which  that  counjtry  cquld  afto^d  tOh.Wafhiiig:< 
tonWas  fmallincomparifontothe.otW,  and  thedS^ence  ojf. 
Philadelphia  utras  an  objed,  which  I  iuftly  condudediwould 
engs^  die  Whole  of  his  attention.  It  was  incumbent  upon 
bim  to  rifle,  a  battle,  to  preferve  that  capital*  And  as  my 
opinion  hasf  always  been,  that  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  regular 
army  is  the  fureft  road  to  peace,  I  invariably  purfued  the  moft 
pfdb^rriiiaafirbf  fbrdrtg  inr  commander  to  adion;  under 
circumflances  the  leaft  hazardous  to  the  royal  army;  for  even 
a  vi£tQry,  attended  by  a  heavy  lofs  of  men  on  our  part,  would 
have  given  a  fktal  check  to  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  and 
might  have  proved  irreparable. 

Vol,  XI.  X»  Thefe^ 
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Thefe,  Sir,  were  my  inducements,  at  the  tira«,  for  carry 
ing  his  Majefty's  arms  into  the  province  of  Pennfylrania  m 
preference  to  thofe  of  New  England.  * 

Had  the  re-inforcements  I  required  been  granted,  New 
England  would  have  had  a  fliare  in  the  general  operations  of 
the  campaign,  while  the  main  bodyaAed  to  the  fouthward. 
But  with  an  army  upon  the  fmalier  fcale,  that  plan  was  ira- 
pradlic-^blc,  ^nd  I  have  already  given  my  reaf<>ns  why^I  could 
not  carry  the  main  army  into  thofe  proviriees,  unleiTs  I  had 
been  really  cjefirous  of  grotrafling  the  war  for  my  private  ad- 
vantage, a  motive  which  has  been  bafely  ilnputed  to  me  by 
thofe  who  wifli  to  perpetrate  the  ruin  both  of  my  prcrfeflBonal 
and  my  private  charader. 

The  fecond  fuggeftion  is,  that  I  ought  to  have  gone  up 
Hudfon's-River,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  approach  <)f  the  Nor- 
thern army  to  Albany.  What  would  have  been  the  confe-r  ^ 
quences  of  fuch  an  expedition  ?  Before  the  objeft  of  it  could 
have  been  attained,  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  muft  have  been 
carried,  which  wouM  probably  have  cAft  a  confiderable  numr 
ber  of  men>  defended  as  they  would  have  been,  by  General 
Wafhington's  whole  force.  But  th^fe  forts  being  carried, 
'  how  would  the  enemy  have  aded  ?  In  one  of  thefe  twoways :. 
He  would  either  hav^  put  himf^lf  between  me  aid  New-York; 
pr  between  me  and  the  Northern  army.  In  either  cafe  1  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  fuccefs  o^  our  elBrtft  upon  Hudfon's- 
River,  co.u1d  not,  from  the  many  diAic^tties  in  penetrattnig; 
through  fo  very  ftrong  a  country,  have  been  s^ccotnptiflied  in 
time  to  have  tsoten  poileffion  or  Philadelphia  that  campaign. 
But  admitting  I  had  at  length  reached  Albany,  what  fliould 
I  have  gained,  after  having  expended  the  campaign  upon  that 
obje£^  atone,  that  I  had  not  a  right  to  expert  by  drawing  off 
Gr^neral  Washington,  With  the  principal  AmeHcaii  array, 
for  many  operations  on  tfiait  fide  ? 

When  it  is  confideired  how  individuous  and  how  minute  a 
fcrutiny  has  been  made  into  my  condud,  and  into  the  mo- 
tives of  my  condu  A,  I  (hall  not  he  thought  to  fpeak  abfurdl; 
if  I  fay,  th.thad  I  adopted  the  plan  of  going  up  HadfonV 
River,  it  would  have  been  alledgcd^  that  I  bad  Wafted  the 


*  I  have  omitted  a  computation  of  the  ftrcngth  of  the  New  Eng- 
land provinces,  becaufe  it  is  im^ffibte  to  i^eak  of  it  mth-a  fufficiei; 
4«gr«e  of  accuracy. 
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campaign  with  a  confidenble  army  under  my  command^ 
mcrWy  to  cnAjre  the  progrefs  of  the  Northern  army^  which 
could  have  taken  care  o(  iifelf,  provided  I  had  made  a  diver-  . 
fion  in  its  favour,  by  drawing  off,  to  the  fouthward  the  main 
army  under  General  Wafhington^  Would  not  my  enemies 
have  gone  farther,  and  infinuated,  that,  alarmed  at  the  rapid 
fUcct&  which  the  honourable  General  bad  a  right  to  exped 
when  Ticonderogafell,  I  had  envtoufly  grafped  a  ihare  of  that 
merit  which  would  otherwife  have  been  all  his  own  ?and  let  me 
add,  would  not  miniftershave  told  you,  as  thev  truly  mighty 
that  I  had  aded  without  any  orders  or  inftrudions  from 
them;  that  General  Burgoyoe  was  direded  to  force  bis  own 
way  to  Albany,  and  that  chcy  had  put  under  his  command 
trcKips  fufficient  to  efFed  the  march?  Would  they  not  have 
referred  you  to  the  original  and  fettled  plan  of  that  expedition 
(which  is  among  the  papers  on  your  table)  to  prove  that  no 
^aiCftance  from  me  was  fuggefted  ?  and  would  they  not  readrly  , 
'have  impreflcd  this  boufe  with  the  conclufion,  that  if  any 
doubt  could  have  arifen  in  their  minds  of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch 
a  well  digefted  plan,  they  (bould,  from  the  beginning,  have 
made  me  a  party  in  it,  and  have  given  me.  explicit  inftruc- 
tions  to  zA  accordingly  ? 

^:  And  now.  Sir,  having  fufficiently,  and, I  hope  fatisfado* 
rily  fpoken  to  the  two  plans,  which  fome  perfons  have  judged 
ought  to  have  taken  place;  1  return  to  the  only  one  which, 
in  my*  opinion,  could  with  .  propriety  have  been  adopted.-^ 
After  the  moft  mature  deliberation,  and  frequent  confutation 
with  the  Admiral,  Lord  Cornwallia,  and  other  General  Offi« 
cers;  after  weighing  all  the  circumftances  of  every  poffible 
operation ;  after  the  moft  probable  conclufion,  founded  upon 
the  beft  intelligence,  that  General  Wafliington  would  follow  ' 
roe,  I  determined  on  purfuing  that  plan  which  would  malc^ 
the  moft  efFedual  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Northern  army, 
which  promifed  in  its  confequences.the.  moft  important  fuc« 
cefs,  and  which  the  Secretary  of  State  aj  home,  and  my  own 
judgment  upon  the  fpot,  bad  deliberately  approved. 

It  was  not  one  province,  but  three,  that  I  conceived  we 
had  reafon  to  expert  poffeflion  of  at  the  end  of  the  year  1777. 
The  firft  ohjed  was  Philadelphia,  a  city  from  whence,  by 
,mpans  of  the  River  Delaware,  the  rebels  drew  the  greateft 
part  of  their  fupplies — the  capital  of  Pennfylvania — the  ca- 
pital, as  it  were,  and  refidence  of  the  Congrefs  in  Norih* 
America^  fituated  in  one  of  the  moft  fertile  provinces  of  that 
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^ontinent^  tnd  in  which  I  include  the  three  lewer  oouiitiet  oa 
Delaware.  Added  to  Pennfylvania,  I  coDchidcd  that  the  ar« 
rival  of  the  Northern  army  at  Albany*  would  have  given  us 
the  province  of  New- York  and  the  Jerfeys;  all  which  events 
I  was  confident  would  l^ad  to  a  profperous  conduiioa  of  the 
war, 

'Early  in  July,  1777)  I  began  the  embarkation— -I  wiihed 
however  to  remain  until  the^  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
ffom  Europe,  who  was  to  command  at  New- York  in  my  ab- 
fence ;  and  until  Khould  learn  fomcthing  of  the  progrds  of 
the  Northern  army.  On  the  5th  of  July  Sir  Henry  Ciiiicon 
arrived,  an3  on  the  15th  I  received  an  exprefs  from  General 
Iftirgoynej  informing  me  of  his  fuccefs  at  Ticondcfog'^ 
*^  that  his  army  was  m  good  health,  and  that  Ticonderoga 
inrould  be  |arr»foned  from  Canada,  which  would  leave  bis 
force  complete  for  further  operations.'^  In  my  anf«rer  I  faid, 
that  I  ejtpeded  General  \Va(hington  would  f<^low  me  10 
Pennfylvania,  but  that  if,contrary  to  rp7  expedatioii,  hefliould 
gb  northward,  1  ihould  foon  be  after  him.  It  may  alfobe 
proper  in  this  place  to  advert  to  the  inftru£lions  I  left  with 
Sir  Henry  Clinton^  andtofeveralof  my  fubfequent  letters  to 
that  General.  As  I  omitted  to  fend  copies  of  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  they  are  not  upon  the  table;  but  I  have  , 
them  in  my  hand,  and  with  leave  pf  the  committee  will  read 
a  (hort  extract* of  them. 

Extras  0/  Irrfttu£ii$fi$  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Sir  Kcnry 
Clinton^  dattd  f)th  July,  1777. 
<<  UPON  ray  departure'  from  hence  with  the  army,  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  mentioned 
in  the  inclofed  return,  and  of  all  other  troops  now  here,  or 
that  may  arrive  in  my  abfence.  You  will  makefuch  changes 
in  the  pofuion  of  them  as  you  may  judge  moft  conducive  to 
his  MajeftyS  ftrvicc  for  the  defence  of  this  important  pcft, 
and  Its  dependencies,  Whereby  I  would  be  unjerftood  to  in- 
clude King's- Bridge,  Long-Iflind,  Staten-Ifiand,  Paulas- 
Hook,  and  Sandy.  Hook  $  at  the  fame  time  it  is  by  no  means 
my  intention  to  prevent  your  ading  oflfenfively,  in  cafe  an  op- 
'  portunity  ())ould  ofler,  confiftent  wirh  the  fecuri^  of  this 
place,  as  abcvementioned,  which  is  always  to  he  regarded  as 
a  primary  objed/' 

Mxtraetof  a  Lettir  frm^xr  William  How^  U  Sir  Henry 
Clintoo,  datti  i^ih'Julf^  1777. 
*'  I  have  dirrfiird  the  7tb  and  26th  raiments  of  foot^  and 
Colonel  I>'£ib*s  regiiojent  of  Anfpach  to  remain  here  under 
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your  orders,  in  addition  to  the  troops  of  which  yoa  have  i«- 
cetved  a  return,  and  am  hopeful,  if  jom  fee  occafion  to  a£t 
offbnfively,  thofe  corps  may  prove  of  eiTenri^J  uff*. 

«^  Upon  the  arrival  of  Major-General  Sir  ThomaG  Wilfonv 
yott  wilLbe  pleafed  to  order  htm  to  join  roe,  unleA  from  anjr 
off^five  operations  you  niay  have  m  view  at  the.  tiinc»  you 
Ihall  find  hia  prefence  ncceflkry  for  that  fervice,  in  which  (;^fe 
yott  will  keep  him  under  your  command." 
E^ir^iff  of  a  Lettn^from  Sir  William  Howe  u  Sir  Henrjr 
CltntoOy  Jatid  off  D^auoan^  ^otb  July^ '  1 77.7. 

^  IT  IS  not  poffiblefor  me  to  fay  ac  this  time  when  I  fiiall' 
be  able  to  fend  rc-inibrcements  to  jrou,  but,  .1  beg  you  m«f  • 
beaflured  I  (hall  not  fail  to  do  it,  as  ibon  as  expedient;  In* 
the  mean  while,  if  you  can  make  any  diverfion  in  favour  of 
General Burgoyne's  approaching  Albany,,  with,  feeuxtty  ta> 
Kmg*i*firtdge»  I  need  not  point  out  the  utility  of  fuch** 
,  meantre/' 

From  the(Q  extrafts  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  I  gave  full, 
power  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  ad  ofieolively,  if  opportuni-* 
ty  flumtd  ofFcr,  confiftcnt.  with  the  defence  of  New- York, 
and  its  dependencies ;  and  that  thp  facilitating  the  appioachi 
of  th^  Northern  army,  by  a  diverfion  in  its  favour,  if  pra^* 
stable,  was  not  out  of  my  thoughts^  although  I  bad  reoeived 
no  inftrufiipns  whatfoever  upon  that  bead. 

The  committee  wiU  now.  ponoit  me  to  ftate  the.<UftribuV 
tion  of  the  whole  army  under  my  command,  at  tho  time  of 
my.  departure  to  the  (buthward*.  For  the  defence -of  Rhpde*- 
liland  there  were  about  3000  mea;  at  New-York  abouCi 
Sjopj^  exdufive  of  the  iick  and  convalefceats  of  thofe  corpa^. 
aod  of  the  ibuthern  army,  and.a  fmall  body  of  mtliuj^upon^  ^ 
LoBg-Iiland*  Tbefe  .two  coips  J  judged  to  be  not  mpre  tham 
fufficient.  for. their,  fitnationa^  at  th^  time,  efpccially  in  tbc^ 
view  of  Sir  Henry  Qinton's  ifting  upon  occafioo,  co  a  cer- 
tain degree  c^nfiyel^  in  favour  of  the  Northern  Jirmjr..  My 
QWACorpSy  to.bft  oppofed  to  the  enemy's  principal  acniy,.waft 
neazly  14,000^  and.kxiQwiog  General  Waihington.  to  have 
a^ut.i5,QOO^  excluiive  of  ilmoft  any  number  h^  pleafed.of 
nuUtia^  I. could,  not  think,  it  advifeaUe.  to  weaken  any  of 
tiu^^e.  corps,  by  detacUng  from  them  for  an  expedition:  to  the 
flocthward  by  .fea< 

'pie  embwauOB. being  finifhiKl^   we  failed  from  jSfew*^ 
Tosk^  a3d  of  July,  and  arrived  oS  the  Delaware  on  the 
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30th.  Several  days  muft  have  been  employed  to  furroouot 
the  difficulties  of  gettiog  up. the  river,  and  I  inferred  from 
thence,  thar  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  land  the  troops  before  . 
General  Wafhington  would  be  in  force  at  Wilaiington, 
where  there  was  alio  a  corps  :  there  was  befides  no  profpeA  of 
landing  above  the  confluence  of  the  Delaware  and  QiriAiana-' 
Creek,  at  leaft  the  preparations  the  enemy,  had  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  river,  by  gallies,  floating  batteries,  iirefhips^ 
and  Are  rafts',  would  have  made  fach  an  attempt  extremely 
hazardous^.  I  had  alfo  to  confidei'  that  the  country  below, 
where  the  troops  muft  have  landed,  and  where  only  the  tran- 
fports  could  have  laid  in  fccurity  (I  mean  about  Reedy- 
Ifland)  was  very  marihy,  and  the  roads  upon  narrow  caaie-* 
ways  interieAed  by  creeks  :  I  therefore  agreed  with  the  Ad- 
oiiral  to  go  up  Chetapeak  Bay,  a  plan  which  bad  been  pre- 
concerted, in  the  event  of  a  landing  in  the  Delaware  proving, 
upon  our  arrival  there,  ineligible.  It  is  to  be  oblerved,  that 
if  we  could  not  have  landed  above  Wilmington  we  fhould 
have  been  under  the  neceflity  of  going  the  lame  route  we 
took  from  the  head  of  Elk,  by  way  of  Aikcns's-Tavern, 
Qtherwife  called  Pencadder. 

Oar  going  up  Chefapeak-Bay  alarmed  the  provinces  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  diverted  a  body  of  cfaeir  troops, 
which  did  not  join  General  Wafhington  until  after  the  battle 
of  Brandywine.  Another  circumftance  much  in  our  favour 
attended  this  change  :  our  troops  by  being  on  board  fhip  in 
the  hot  month  of  July  and  part  of  Auguft,  efcaped  an  al- 
moft  certain  fatality  by  flcknefs,  in  which  the  enemy  fuffered 
much  at  that  time.  But,  for  this  I  do  not  take  credit,  as  I 
was  anxious  to  get  forward,  and  no  delay  arofe  from  that  con- 
iideration.  I  will,  however,  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
in  thofe  two  months  the  troops  fhould  be  expofed  as  little  as 
pt)ilible  in  the  fleld  in  America. 

On  the  16th  of  Auguft  we  entered  Chefapeak-Bay,  and 
there  I  received  the  minifter's  letter  of  the  i8th  of  May, 
1777,  wherein  I  am  again  told,  that  my  laft  plan  is  approved, 
and'  in  the  fame  period,  that  he  trufts,  '*  whatever  I  may 
meditate,  it  will  be  executed  in  time  for  me  to  co-operate 
with  the  Northern  army."  Were  I  to  be  permitted  to  ac- 
count for  this  expeAation,  I  would  fay,  it  muft  have  been 
foiin^  upon  an  idea,  that  the  pofTei&OQ  of  that  moft  im- 

•  •  portaot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-A.  t779*  DEBATES.  ^4i 

portant  cbjeft,  Phtladelpliia)  was  to  be  obtained  without  any 
great  tffbrts  of  the  enemy  for  its  defence*  At  lead  I  mad: 
ooiiclude  the  noble  Lord  apprehended  none«  The  faA  how- 
ever IS,  that  Mr.  Walhington  oppofed  our  progrefsi^ith  his 
whole  force.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that,  although  the 
idea  of  going  Up  Hudfon*s-River  had  not  entered  int6  any  of 
the  reduced  plans  which  I  ient  home, '  and  which  met  with 
approbation,  yet,  in  this  letter,  it  is  fuggeftcd,  at  a  time 
when  there  could  be  no  poffibility  of  carrying  it  into  exe-^ 
cution,  confidently  with  the  approved  expedition  I  was  then 
upon.  I  was  novy  under  the  noceffity  of  proceeding  *, 
.  I  pafs  over  the  time  beti^een'  the  landing  of  the  army^ 
near  the  bead  of  Elk,  and  the  battle  of  Brandywine.  But 
ynderftanding  fom^  fault  has  been- attributed  to  me  for  mak*- 
ing  a  divilion  of  my  force  to  bring-on  that  adion,  I  flatter 
niyfelf  tt  will  not  be  thought  impertinent  to  fay  a  few  words 
on  liiat  fubjcft. 


*  Lord  George  Germain,  in  his  anfwei:  to  this  part  of  my  fpeech, 
compUiaed  of  my  negle£^  of -duty  in  point  of  correfpondence,  by  de^- 
^  d^rsngy  that  after  I  haat  embarked  for  Penafylvania,  twoznonthk  elapfe4 
irkhout  his  hearing  from  me.  1  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  .of  re* 
plying  to  his  charge  s  the  (a£^  Hands  thu»  :— -On  the  i6ch  of  July  I 
wrote  CD  his  I^ordihip,.  informing  him»  thaX  I  propofed  going  uptha 
Delaware,  in  order  to  he  nearer  New-York  than  if  1  \ycnt  up  the  Che* 
fapeak,  as  I  once  indended,  and  which  route  I  preferred  to  that  of  the 
Delaware,  provided  the  enemy  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  defend  Penn* 
fylrania.  This  letter  was  received  by  the  noble  Lord  on  the  iid  of 
Augufl.  My  next  letter  was  dated  the  30th  of  Auguft,  from  thfe 
head  of  Elk  $  but;  it  happened  that  the  Swattow  packet,  carrying  that 
letter,  had  a  rery  uncommon  length  of  voyage,  and  did  not  reach  £<ng* 
.land  till  the  «  8th  of  O^ober,  which  aceounts  for  his  LonUhip's  hav* 
\n^  ^n  two  months  without  hearing  from  me,  my  letter  of  the  z6th 
of  July  having  reached  England  on  the  2 ad  of  AugulL  The  noble 
Lord»  when  he  was  fo  unufually  long  without  receiving  a  letter  from 
ine,  might  have  conje£lured  the  poflibilityof  a  packet's  having  a  tedious 
voyage ;  of  its  having  been  loft  ;  or  of  its  having  been  taken  by  the 
enemy.  Indeed,  he  might  alfo  have  conjc6turcd,  from  th'c  words  I 
fiavc  quoted  in  my  letter  of  the  1 6th  of  July,  that  I  was  gone  up  the 
Cheiapeak,  whitih  would  neccflarily  lengthen  my  voyage  from  New- 
York  :  and  finally  he  ought  to  have  compared  the  dates  of'  the  letter* 
^mfelyes,  and  not  the  dates  of  their  arrival. 
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To  bring  the  enemy  to  an  aAion  W«t  mV  ofcjeft^  iml  bnpg 
confident  mat  General  Waflikigton  wat  nodioof  to  avoid  it, 
valeft  under  tdo^  fafourable  circufnftancea,  fome  art  and 
Ibme  hazard  wai  necelTary  to  accomplifh  my  j^vrpofe. 

The  movementt  made  oa  thii  occaiion^  which  may  be 
found  in  my  letter  of  the  xoth  of  OAober,  i777f  were  not 
repugnaot  to  found  priaciplet  ;  and  it  is  00  fmall  coafolatioa 
to  me  to  knoWy.  independent  of  the  ev^t^  that  I  have  the 
opiaioM  of  the  moft  judicious  oi&ccri  in  the  army  on  the 
fpot|  to  fppport  a  meafurc  which  fome  gcntleoien,  from 
what  authority  I  know  not^  have  been  pleafcd  to  cenfure. 
But  at  the  iamc  time  thait  I  am  refleAcd  upon  on  one  hand, 
for  hazarding  too  much,  I  am  blamed  on  the  other^  for  not 
maJiimr  the  a£kion  more  decifive,  and  for  AOt  foUoi^iag  up 
Ihe  v«inory  more  clofclj^. 

To  demonftrate  titfi  impradictbility  of  a  vigjtmrai-parfuit  * 
in  a  hoftile  country  (but  more  particularly  in  Americarthan 
in  any  other  countrv  I  have  feen)  or  the  inutility  of  at- 
fempnng  it  farther  tnan  was  done,  in  the  peculiar  ftal^  of 
the  army  at  that  time^  would  be  tre^|>affiag  toa  much  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  committee.  1  ikbttef  myMf  it  will 
i*ifice  to  lay,  that  from  a  due  vegat d  to  the  wounded,  the  * 
impnrtance  of  poiTeAng  t&e  poft  ac  WthnmgMi  for  their 
accomnvodMaoB,  and  for  the  feccrrity  6(  the  prifoMrs,  no 
moveiBcnt  could  have  been  made  foon^r^  or  mort  elK^dual, 
trader  flieft  circunrihuices,  tfian  tbtf  .advirtce  of  the  t>»G  corps 
with  Major-Gcncral  Grant  aod  Lord  Cornwaflis  towards 
Chefter  ^  and  I  muft  be  allowed  to*  infiil,  thepe  watf  lio  avoid* 
able  delay  in  the  appioachto  Philadelphia  by  Valky  For^e, 
thp  Schuylkill,  by  the  nearer  route  thmu^  Qcrby,  being 
impaflable  ^  nor  any  oppordinity  Ibft  of  bringing:  the  enem^ 
to.  farther  a£tioQ  between-  Dilworth  atid  German-Town. 
Thi»  I  neiiriy  e^fe^ted'on  the  r7ih  of  September,  when  he  wa 
upon  his  march  on  the  Laiircafterroad,  btit  the  extreme  vio- 
fcncc  of  the  weather  rendered  every  efibrt  toget  forward  iirt^ 
praAicabte*  They  had^.  therefore,  an  opportunity  of  evading 
the  approach  of.  the  King's  army,,  by  a  forced  marcHinto  a 
very  rough  mountainous  country,  where  it  waa  certain  tbey 
could  npt*  bo  followed.  But  my  endeavours  to  get  at  the 
enemy ^.^atevec  was  thought  byi  thoto  aduMly  engaged  in 
them,  have  been  treated  here  as  iil^judgec;^  feeUy  proftcoted, 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1779-  DEBATES.  343 

and  void  of  enterprize,  which  laft  cenfurc  has  been  even  ex- 
tended to  the  general  conduct  during  my  command,  , 

I  fhall  not  defccnd  to  minute  refutations,  but  I  beg  leave 
to  fay,  and  I  affcrt  it  with  firmnefs,  that  almoft  every  move- 
ment of  the  war  in  North- America  was  an  aft  of  enierprife, 
clogged  with  innumerable  difficulties.  A  knowledge  of  the 
country,  intcrfefted,  as  it  every  where  is,  by  woods,  moun- 
tains, watea,  or  moraffes,  cannot  be  obtained  with  any  de- 
gree of  prcciiion  neceffary  to  forefee,  and  guard  againft,  the 
obftruftions  that  may  occur*  In  a  word.  Sir,  whatever  may 
be  the  aim  or  wifh  of  my  enemies,  in  propagating  thefe  afpcr- 
fions,  it  is  from  my  confcience  I  affirm  to  this  committee, 
and  to  my  country  at  large,  that  I  never  neglefted  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  enemy  to  aftion,  where  it  could  have 
been  done  upon  a  comparative  view  of  all  circum.ftanccs  at 
the  time,  and  conliftent  with  the  caution  indifpenlibly  rcqui- 
*  fite  in  a  fituation  always  fo  critical,  that  a  material  check  to 
his  Maj^fty's  arms  might  have  been  produftive  of  fatal  con- 
fequences  to  the  interefts  of  this  country  in  America. 

The  next  point  is  the  attack  made  upon  the  King's  army  at 
German-ToWn  on  the  4th  of  Oftober,  which  has  been  ma- 
ficiottfly  reprefcnted  as  a  furpriie,  thereby  throwihg  a  ft)gmu 
upon  the  vigilance  of  the  troops,  but  more  particularly  upon 
that  of  the  General. 

The  circumftances  which  encouraged  the  enemy  to  make 
this  attack  are  fet  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  loth  of  Oftober, 
1777,  as  well  as  the  reafons  for  making  the  detachments 
which  caufed  that  encouragement.  In  adddition  to  the  ac- 
count there  given,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  committee,  that 
my  lirft  pofition  at  German-Town  was  taken  to  cover  Phila- 
delphia, during  the  operations  carrying  on  againft  Mud- 
Ifland,  and  was  therefore  more  extended  than  it  otherwife 
would  have  been.  It  is  true,  however,  that  I  did  notexpeft 
the  enemy  would  have  dared  to  approach  after  fo  recent  a 
defeat  as  that  at  Brandy  wine, 

Jn  this  ideal  did  not  direft  any  redoubts  to  be  raifed  for 
the  fccurity  of  the  camp  or  out-pofts,  nor  did  I  ever  en- 
courage the  conflruftion  of  them  at  the  head  of  the  line  when 
inforce,becaufe  works  of  that  kind  areapt  to  induce  an  opinion 
of  in  feriority,  and  my  wifh  was,  to  fupport  by  every  means 
the  acknowledged  fuperiority  of  the  King's  troops  over  the 
cnemv,  which  I  conndered  more  peculiarly  eflenrial,  where 
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ftrengtk  was  not  to  be  eftimated  by  iiiimbei%  fince  the  ene* 
my  in  that  rcfptSt^  by  callnsg^n  tjbc  fonxof  tbeooaitrj 
npon  any  emergence^  muft  have  been  fupcrior. 

I  confefs  aHb  it  was  for  the  above  reafooa  I  did  not  c]|aD|[e 
my  p>(ition,  after  making  the  detachments  beforemeiitioocd, 
choofing  rather  to  truft  to  the  well-tried  vigiiance  of  die 
.troops,  and  the  a£bivity  of  the  patroles  (though  I  had  inti<» 
mation  that  an  attack  might  be  made)  than  to  give  the  army 
iinneceiTary  fatigue,  by  making  more  caotiooary  prepara* 
lions* 

In  my  con^dence  in  the  troops  I  was  not  difappMiited ; 
the  enemy's  approach  was  diicovered  by  our  patroleS|  and  I 
had  early  notice  of  it.  The  line  was  prefently.  under  arms, 
.and  although  it  muft  be  admitted  that  the  oQt?pofts  and  l^ht? 
infantry  in  one  quartery  were  driveiv  back,  it  mofL be  equally 
admitted,  that  they  were  foop  effeduRlly  fppporSicd^  and  the 
enemy  rcpulfed  from  the  only  place  where  Jie  fmalldt  in^r 
.predion  was  made. 

I  cannot  mention  this  tranfadion  without  paying  a  due 
i|cknpviriedgment  to  an  excellent  officer,  Lieotenant^Colooel 
iVlufgrave,  whofe  gallant  and  judicious  conduct,  upon  thii 
occaiion,  will,  I  hope,  fome  day  meet  with  its  reward^ 
/  I  have  ftated  thefe  fa£t$,  in  addition  to  the  aocoudt  in  my 

letter  upon  the  table,  principally  to  fhew,  that  how  aiQch 
foever  I  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  erred  in  my  own  conjcAure, 
the  imputation  of  the  army  being  ungujirded  or  furprifed  is 
not  founded  in  truth.        «   -  . 

On  the  iQth  of  Odober  I  found  it  advifeable  to  reinove 
to  Philadelphia,  to  expedite  the  reduction  of  Mud-Ulaad, 
which  proved  to  be  more  difficult  than  was  at  firft  funpofcd, 
To  this  end  the  poffeilion  of  Red-Bank  po  the  eaft.nde  of 
the  Delaware  engaged  my  attention.  The  event  of  that 
enterprife  is  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  ajth  of  O&obcr, 
'  1777,  but  as  I  underftand  that  a. pointed  ne^erence  wastmade 

'  to  it  in  this  Houfe,  laft  year,  by  the  noblc  Lord  in  the  Ame- 
rican department,  I  (hall  briefly  ftate,  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
.  colleAion,  the  circumftance^  under  which  Qolopel  I>oiiop,  9 
a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  was  detachpd  on  this  fervice.  He 
earnef^ly  intreated  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  whofe  corps  he  &rved, 
to  exprefs  his  wiihes  for  an  opportunity  to  iigo^i^  himfelf, 
and  the  H.cflian  troops  under  his  command.  My  defign  on 
KeU-fianK  afibrdiA>g  the  parliefl  opportunity  I  dcfired  Lord 

CorUwallil 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  177$.  DEBATES*  34^: 

Cornwallis  to  expUin  the  ntture  of  the  fcrvlcc,  kni  if  it 
fhould  tseet  with  his  approbation,  to  offer  him  the  com- 
mand, which  he  very  readily  accepted.  On  the  evening  of 
his  departure  Colonel  Donop  denrcd  to  know  from  Lord 
CornwalKs,  if  it  was  tkpe^ted  he  (houtd  ttiskke  the  attack  at 
nil  hazards,  when  Lord  Cornwaltis  alTured  him  from  me^ 
that  he  was  to  be  guided  by  his  own  judgment-  on  the  fpot^ 
but  that  the  attack  was  to  be  made^  unlefs  he  faw  good  reafoa 
to  the  contrary.  ,  If  I  may  conclude  from  the  manner  in 
which  I  parted  wkh  Colonel  Donop.  or  from  the  approbation 
die  direftioAS  given  to  him  received  from  his  immediate  and 
fnoft  valuable  commander^  General  Knyphaufen,  I  have 
^vcry  rcafon  to  believe  he  went  upon  the  fervice  perfeftly 
fatisned« 

The  committee  will  do  toe  the  juftice  to  believe,  1  have 
no  odier  motive 'for  this  eliplanation,  than  to  make  known 
what  really  pafled  with  refpea  to  the  orders  given  to  Colonel 
t)onop  upon  this  enterpiife.  The  intrepidity  and  vigour 
Vith  'whidi  it  was  attempted,  rcfleft  the  highcft  ho- 
nour upon  the  commander  and  his  troops,  and  the  lofs 
fuftained  upon  the  occaiion  cannot  be  .  too  much  .re-^ 
greeted* 

It  has  been^-afferted,  that  an  early  poiTcflion  of  Red- 
Bank  muft  have  been  immediately  follov^ed  by  the  redufiion 
of  Mud*Ifland,  to  which  I  in  ibmemeafure  agreee,  that  is 
to  fay,  after  the  enemy  had  put  it  in  a  flate  of  defence  i  "" 

before  that  time  fuch  a  coips  as  could  have  been  fpared 
from  the  army,  muft  have  been  eftablifhed  and  fupplied 
with'  flores  and  proviiions,  with  great  difficulty,  white 
expofed  to  the  Annoyance  of  the  armed  gallies  and  floating 
batteries;  and  twfbre  the  army  was  drawn  nearer  to  Phila- 
delphia^' the  fupport  of  a  poll)  fo  detached^  would  have  been 
Very  precarious.        ' 

I  muft  nevettheleft  acknowledge  my  great  difappointmenC 
In  the  time  that  proved  ncceffary  for  the  rcdu£lion  of  Mud* 
Illand ;  but  if  the  violent  rains,  by  filling  the  trenches,  and 
fapping'  the  foundations  of  the  batteries,  had  not  caofed  a 
confider^le  delay  in  the  deftruftibn  of  the  cncmy^s  tJefences, 
which  prevented  an  earlier  co-operation  of  the  fhipr  of  war, 
V  probably  (hduld  bate  been  milch  i<fs  deceived  in  my  ex« 
peAations.  .       ^ 
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My  difpatch  of  the  13th  of  December,  1777,  rcfpcfik- 
ing  ihc  movement  to  White-Marfh,  and  my  coodaft  on 
tliat  occafion,  is  {a  explicit  as  to  make  farther  obferrations 
tanneceiTary. — ^The  motives  from  which  I  afted  at  that  time 
were,  Ithmk,  juft,  and  if  they  appear  inconcloliye  to  any 
here,  I  can  only  efteem  myfelf  unfortunate  ia  the  want  of 
their  concurrence. 

The  activity  of  the  army  during  tjie  winter  is  undeniably 
proved  by  my  fubfe^uent  letters :  but  as  majny  of  the  tran- 
fa£tions  were  in  their  eiFe£ts  lefs  important  to  the  grand  ob« 
jc8t  than  to  the  credit  of  the  troops,  the  mod  material  only 
were  fpecified  in  my  difpatches* 

The  entrenched  fituation  of  the  enemy  at  Valley-Forge, 
twenty-two  miles  from  Philddelphia,  did  not  occafion  any 
difficulties  fo  preffing  as  to  juftify  an  attack  upon  that  ftrong 
poft  during  the  fevere  weather,  and  though  every  tbin^  was 
prepared  with  that  intention,  I  judged  it  imprudent,  until 
the  feafon  fhould  afford  a  profpeft  of  reaping  the  advan- 
tages, that  ou^ht  to  have  refulted  from.fuccefs  ia  thatmea- 
fure ;  but  having  gpod  information  in  the  fpring  that  the 
enemy  had  ftrengthcned  the  camp  by  additional  works,,  and 
being  certain  of  moving  him  from  thence  when  the  cam*: 
paign  flioutd  open,  I  dropped  all  tj^oughtt^  of  ap  attaclu  * 
My  letter  of  the  19th  of  April,  1778,  gives  further  rca- 
fons  for  this  part  of  my  condu&« 

From  the  remainder  of  my  correfpondence,  gentlemen 
muft  have  feen,  that  t  continued  my  remonftrance  for  more 
troops.  Perhaps  it  ^as  impoflible  for  the  miniftec  to  fend 
more. — Such  an  acknowledgement  would  have  heen  no  jc- 
fle£tion  upon  himfelf,  and  would  have -relieved  my  mind 
from  the  uneaiinefs  it  laboured  under,  in  conceiving  that  my 
opinions  of  the  neceifity  of  reinforcements  were  deemed  nu- 
gatory ;  and  that,  of  courfc,  I  had  loft  the  confidence  of 
thofe,  who  were  in  the  firft  inftance  to  judge  of  my  con- 
dud.  It  cannot  be  furprifing,  that  finding  myfelf  in  this 
fitu'ation,  I  defired  his  Majefiy's  permiflion  to  withdraw  from 
,  the  command. — I  gave  the  true  realon  for  that  requeft— :lbe 
lofs  of  confidence.  —The  reafon  was  tacitly  acknowled£e4  to 
he  well  founded,  for  it  was  accjuiefced  in  ;  and  his  Majefty 
.  was  pleaied  to  appoint  a  fucceffor  to  the  comoiand  qi^  die 
army. 
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With  regard  to  the  complaint  I  made  of  the  lofs  of  con- 
fidence, the  noble  Lord  in  the  American  department  muft 
have  done  great  injuftice  to  my  fcnfibility,  when  he  exprefl-  ' 
ed  an  opinion,  upon  a  former  occafion,  that  I  alluded  merelj' 
to  the  flight  put  upon  my  recommendations ;  not  but  that 
I  confefs  I  was  mortified  to  find,  that  brave  officers,  whofo 
eminent  fervices  I  had  flrongly  and  faithfully  reprefented^ 
were  not  rewarded  at  horiie  with  the  diflin£lion  expe&ed  foe 
them'  by  the  army  in  general,  as  well  as  by  me.  It  were  a 
matter  of  fmall  moment  if  the  evil  went  no  farther  than  to 
my  perfonal  mortification :  but  if  it  be  true  that  the 
fpirit  of  military  men  is  raifed  or  deprcffed  by  the  confer- 
ring or  with-holding  of  their  Sovereign's  fubftantial  ap-^ 
probation,  foch  flights  may  prove  of  very  dangerous  ten- 
dency. 

The  noble  Lord,  on  a  former  day,  thought  proper  to  ^ 
'  treat  my  recommendation  of  Captain  Emmerrick  with  n 
certain  air  of  contempt  and  ridicule.  He  bad  forgot,  it 
fhould  feem,  that  be  himfeif  fent  Captain  Emmerrick  to 
America,  and,  in  the  very  extraordinary  terms  contained 
in  his  Lordfhip*8  letter  of  25th  of  April,  1 776,  originally 
.recommended  him  to  my  attention.  His  Lordfhip  befl 
knows  the  purpofe  for  .which  he  fent  him  out,  and  whether 
he  was  a  proper  perlbn  to  raife  a  body  of  men,  or  to  be 
trofled  with  money  for  fuch  a  fervice. 

When  I  received  my  orders  to  return  home,  as  foon  as  Sir 
Henry  Clintdn  fhould  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  I  confe(s  I  be« 
came  cautious  of  hazarding  exploits  which  might  have  re- 
duced the  army  of  my  fucccflbr,  though  a  fair  opportunity 
happening  to  prefsnt  itfelf,  1  did  n^ake  ope  attempt,  which, 
had  it  fucceeeded,  would  havt  proved  a  fevere  flroke  upoa 
the  enemyt  Upon  the  whole,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  b# 
found,  that  I  made  no  dil'advantageous  ufe  of  the  arm^ 
under  my  command,  and  that  I  never  made  deceitful  re- 
prefentations  of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  but  freely  com- 
mimicated  -my  fentiments  upon  the  force  neceiTary  to  fup* 
prefs  the  rebellion  :  and  I  am  to  thi^  hour  confident  that  if 
fuffident  re^-inforcem^nts  had  been  fent  from  hence,  and  the 
plan  of  operations  which  I  took  upon  me  to  propofe,  had 
ix^en  jidopted  in  its  proper  extent,  the  war  in  North  Americi 
would  now  have  worn  a  very  dKFerent  afpefi, 

I  havt 
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I  hUTehesrd  it' has  been  fa  id,  that  my  civil  commiiGoii 
was  inconfift^nt  ^kh  my  military  commaiKK^and  tbat  my 
mind  was  more  intent  upon  bringing  about  a  peace  by 
^egoeiation,  than  by  force  of  arms*  Sir^  thinking  it  my 
firft^  d^tjf  I  certainly  fhoirid  have  preferred  the  former 
tnode  of  concili!ition,  and  my  brother  and  I  for  that  pur^' 

E>fe  did  go  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  our  vefy  liniited  ^om* 
iilion  and  tnftru^tionSk  But  our  proceedings  in  the  charac- 
ter of  comrriifllonfcrs  never  for  one  moment  fufpended  ouf 
tniBtary  operntions.  We  foon  faw  that  the  leaders  of  th« 
lebelKon  were  determined,  from  ifitereft,  if  not  from  pnn«  ' 
ciple,  to  prevent  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britaio,  add 
riierrfore  our  joint  endeavours  were  invariably  exerted  in 
the  prbfecutioa  .of^the  war,  to.  as  gre^t  an  extent  as  the 
force  in  our  hands  would  permit. 

The  reflexion,  that  the  civil  and  the  military  commiffion 

were  incbmpatiable,  has,.  I  know,  been  applied  particularly  *" 
to  <Tiy'  c^ndt}£^.  I  boldly  aifert  it  to  be  ill^-foundcd,  as  I 
am  certain  I  never  delayed  to  feize  an  cpportuity  of  at- 
tacking the  enemy,  connftently  with  my  dutv  of  .weig^ng 
the  rifk  of  ruining  the  caufe  I  was  engaged  in  by  a  ccn- 
fiderible  lofs  of  troops  :  and  indeed  thofe  who  are  acquaiii^^ 
with  my  commii&on  and  inflruftions,  as  a  commifnoner  of 
peace,  *muft  khow,  that  from  the  reftridions  they  contatned, 
It  was  next  to  an  impoflibiltty,  that  my  military  oeuld  mat* 

'  terially  interfere  with  my  civil  duty, 
'  r  have  trefpaifed,  I  fear,  too  long  upon  the  patience  of 
the  committee — ^Thc  great  importance  of  the  ibbjeft,   and 
the  detail  of  fafts,  I  have  been  neceffarily  led  into,*  will,  I 
hope^  plead  my  apology.     I  (hall  trouble  •you' with  but  a    . 

*word  more;  in  ftpport  of  the  mealure  of  proceeding  to  . 

'Philadelphia.  Before  I  cam^  from  thence,  I  had  -every 
reafon  to  be  p^rfcf^ly  fatisfied  of  the  advant^ea  that  would 

"have  enfued  from  that  operation,  if  the  doUocils  at  home 

'had  thought  the  poft  proper  to  be  prefer ved.*  The  inhabi- 
tants in  general  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  tbofeof 
the  lower  counties'  on  Delaware,  and  tfaofe  of  At  lower 
part  of  Jerfey,  were  forward  to  return  ta  their  allegiaate, 
and  even  to  afiift  ofFenfively  in  compelling  bis  Majefty'e  re- 

'  volted  fubjeAs  to  their  duty.     This  favourable  difpofidon, 
however,  did  not  appear  immediately— An  «^ui vocal  sen* 
trality  was  all  I  at  iirft  experienced  -,  our  fucceilb  and  ap- 
parent 
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pa»nc  ^biliCf  to  retain  our  advantages^  induced  theilpi^bU 
tants  at  laft  to  be  Icfg  refcrycd,  Rccret  intelligence,  which. 
until  dial  pejriod,  had  been  extremely  difficult  to  procure. 
was  tljien  fo  gpod,  and  (o  readily  obtained,  that  I.  coulc)  not 
but  attribute  it  to  the  polTeffion*  of  Philadelphia,  wjb^ck 
cony ioced  the  country  of  the  fuperiority,  and  pcrfuadc<| 
them  of  t|ie  e^ablifhed  power  of  his  Majefly's  arm$^  Th^ 
difficutti^  of  the  Congrefs^^  in  railing  fuppliea,  and  ixi  re* 
truitingMr,  Waihingfeon'sarmy,  then  indeed  became  real,  and 
hid  the  appearance  of  being  unfurmountable*.  But;  th^ 
French  treaty,  and  our  orders  to  evacuate  Philadclphra,  by 
which  meafure  the  prote^ion  of  *bis  Majefly*s  forces  was  19 
be  withdrawn  from  the  province,  made  a  fudden  and  melan«* 
choly^  change  in  our  af&irs.  The  rebels  were  inipli-jea  with 
frefli  Jiopes ;  the  friends  of  government  W5cre^  difinayed.~ 
But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  animadvert  tippn  orders Tept  fironi 
lience  after  my  recall,  nor  upon  the  future  profpcfts  of 
•the  war.—- 'My  viey  is  merely  to  juftify  my  own  con- 
duA  during  the  time  1  was  honoured  with  the  com-^ 
mand*.  • 

This  Narrative  has,  I  fear,  been  too  prolix;  but  thcfub- 
JeA  was  fb  complicated  vsfith  matter,  and  the  circpBiftance;^ 
'^ncccffary  to  be  brougljt  into  a  clear  point  of  view,  were  fo 
liumerous,  that  brevity  would  not  have  been  coniiftei^ 
with  perlpicuitv*  Had  I  laboured  to  make  my  Har7 
irative  fhort,  it  would  have  been  obfcure.J  Senfible  as  I 
lun  of  the  great  attention  and  indulgence  With  wiiich  thp 
comiulttee  ^s  honoured  me,  .1  now  haflen  to  the  con« 
dufion. 


*  Mr.  Jofeph  palloway,  io  his  evidence  tp  ^he  ^ompiittee  of  the 
rdoufeofCoaunons,  ppfitiyely  tfltrts,  thati  advifod  Klin»  and  the 
pther  loagiftrates,  to  go  over  to  Wa(hiDg;ton>  and  make  their  peace. ' 
The  truth  is,  ^  foon  as  it  w^s  know  a  that  orders  were  arrived  for 
the  eractiation  of  Phiiadelphia,  Mr.  Galloway  came  to  me  on  behalf 
-  fof '  himfelf  and  the  other  magiftrates,  and  requeued  my  advice  and' 
affiftaace  coocerning  the  meafures  to  ^e  adopted  for  their  weifare. 
I  afiurpd  him,  that  "if  they  fihofe  to  go  with  the  King's  army,'  they 
ihould  be  taken  all  ppflible  care  pf)  bpt  if  thty  rather  chofe  to 
day  behind  wit)i  their  property  and  families,  J  could  have  no  ob- 
jedion  to  their  enquiring  preyiouily,  whether  Wai(iiugton  and  the 
Congreft  would  grant  them  prote£kion  knd  fe^curity. 

The 
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The  Secretary  of  State,  as  appears  in  his  letters,  has  fig^ 
fcified  in  the  moft  flattering  exprcffions,  his  Majcftjr*s  ap- 
probation of  every  material  part  of  .my  conduA,  daring  the 
whole  of  ifiy  command.  His  Lordfhip's  own  perfooal  ap- 
plaufc  is  alfo  very  warmly  conveyed  throughout  his  cor- 
refpondence ;  all  his  letters,  however,  may  with  propriety 
be  faid  to  have  bean  private  letters,  until  they  were  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe.  The  kxiowtedge  of  the  approbation  they 
contained  was  confined  within  his.  Lordfhip*s  hreaft  and 
tnihet  When  calumny  firft  became  bufy  with  my  re- 
putation, I  could  have  wifhed  his  Lordihip^s  fentiraents 
*  more  generally  known  ;*^though  it  would  not  perhaps  have 

become  me  to  have  obtruded  upon  the  world  thofe  official 
declarations  iri  my  own  favour.  But  I  muft  ever  think  it 
would  have  been  an  inc^enuout,  an  honourable,  and  a  liberal 
part  in  the  x^ble  Lord,  to  have  avowed  openly  in  Par- 
iiamenty  the  approbation,  which  it  is  to  be  prefuoied  he  was  ► 
convinced  J  dcferved,  becaufe  he  had  advifed  the  King  to 
Tieftow  it.  Such  a  conduft  would  have  flopped  the  cur* 
rent  of  ill-founded  accuiations  againft  me.  Such  a  con- 
duft  would  have  fecored  to  himfelf  the  confidence,  and 
to  his  country  the  chcarful  fcpviccs  of  future  (generals, ,. 

And  now,  Sir,  having  endeavoured  to  bring  before  you,* 
by  the  moft  impartial  quotations,  all  the  evidence  that  I 
thought  neceiTary  to  colled  from  the  papers  on  your  table, 
I  fliall  only  remind  you,  that  the  Houfe  has  ordered  the  at- 
tendance of  fevcral  of  the  moft  rcfpcftable  officers  who 
ferved  in  America  during 'my  command.  Their  teftimony 
may  confirm  the  truth  of  the  fafts  I  have  advanced,  and 
will  undoubtedly  explain  and  prove,  any  other  material 
circumftances  which  you  may.  think  nccelfary  for  your  in- 
veftigation. 

And,  Sir,  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  any  individual 
member,  fhall  have  any  charge  or  accufation  to  make  agalnft 
me,  I  declare  myfclf  ready  and  willing  to  meet  it.  The 
•  committee  is  open  for  the  reception  of  any  other  papers, 
and  for  the  examination  of  any  orher  witnciTcs,  My  only 
wi(h  is,  that  every  poff.hlc  light  may  be  thrown  upon  every 
part  of  my  conduft. 

I  move  that  Earl  Cornwallis  be  called  in. 

After  a  few  words,  it  was  agreed  not  to  call  in  the  wit- 
nefs  this  day,  but  to  poftpone  the  examination  to  M-iy  6th 
(which  fei,) 
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The  ajR^anack  bill  was  pr?featqd  by  tord  Nfl^tb,  ^p4  md 
the  firft  time. 

A^r.  f)empjl<r  movcdj^  that  the  f^ipond  reading  flaould  be  ur.  t>mf» 
that  day  three  months.  He  faid  it  was  an  unfair  monopoly  \M* 
that  a  decifion  had  already  been  given  in  a  court  of  law  againft 
it;  and  that  it  was  inconliftant  in  the  noble  lord  as  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  by  diminiiliingthe  rQventrc,  He  men- 
tioned the  general  liberty  given  in  Scotland  for  any  perfon,to 
publiih  almanaicks,  which  Qiade  the  bookfellers  ftudious  to 
be  corre£t ;  and  alTerted,  that  the  Scotch  almanacks  were 
better  than  thofe  oftb?  Stationers  company^ 

Mr.  TCurmr  obferved  that  Mr.  Carna'n  had  prefpted  a  pe-  Mr.rumtfy 
tition  againft  the  bill,  and  hoped  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  by 
his  counfel.* 

Lord 


•  The  petition  fete  f^rth,  Thtt,.in  the  year  1773,  the  petitioner,  Thomai 
Caman,  printed  tnd^ubltflied  an  almanack,  under  the  title  of  «  A  diary  for  the 
year  ot*  our  Lord  17741  being  the  fecond  alter  biflextjle,  or  leap-year,  and  the 
ibuneench  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  the  twenty  third  of  the  new  ilile 
«r«d  in  Great  Brit^o,  by  Reuben  Berrow,  late  afliftant  aftronomer  at  the  royal 
obfervatory,  and  teacher  of  the  mathematics  at  Greenwich,""  and  fold  and  con- 
tinued to  fell  th(  fame  until  abo^t  the  middle  of  November,  I773»  ^^  which 
time  the  mailer  and  keepers  or  wardens  and  commonalty  of  the  myftery  or  art 
of  Sutiooers  of  the  city  qf  London,  afluming  and  ufurping  to  themfelves  an  ez- 
clufive  privilege  oi  ppnting  and  publUhing  almanacks  and  prognofticarians,  and 
all  maqnex  of  books  and  pamphlets  tending  to  the  fame  purpofe,  under  pretence 
of  letters  patent  granted  by  King  James  the  Firft,  dated  the  eighth  day  of  March, 
in  the  thirteenth  year  M  his  reign,  to  the  then  mafter  and  keepers  or  wardens  and 
commonaUy  of  the  faid  company  of  ftacioners,  and  their  AicceflbrS)  £br  thai  pur- 
pofe, .and  conceiring  that  the  petitioner  had  illegally  encroached  on  fuch  their 
Toppofftd  exclttfive  right,  did,  in  Hilary  term,  1774,  file  a  bill  in  the  court  of 
chancery  againft  the  petitioner,  ftating  the  aforefaid  patent,  and  complaining  of 
fuch  pretended  illegal  encroachment  of  the  petitioner,  and  praying  an  injon€tioa' 
torelir^in  the  petitioner  from  printing  and  felling  fuch  almanack  or  diary  j  and 
that,  by  the  pra^ice  of  the  faid  court,  the  mere  filing  the  complainant^  bill, 
and  a  certi^cate  thereof  from  the  Six  clerk  of  the  bill  being  filed,  and  an  affidavit 
of  the  fa^a  ilated  in  fach  hill,  are,  in  the  firft  inftance,  deemed  a  fufficient 
gfound  for  granting  fuch  injon^ion,  without  any  notice  given  to  the  defendant  to 
4>ew  caufe  agftinft  it;  and  on  fuch  ground  an  injunf^ion  was  applied  for  againft 
^  petitianery  to  reftratn  him  from  printing  and  felling  his  faid  almanack  or 
diary)  and  the  petitioner,  not  having  any  notice  of  fuch  bill  having  been  fi^edy 
or  of  fiich  intended  application,  was  thereby  deprived  of  any  opportunity  of 
jewing  caufe  againft  and  oppofing  the  faid  application,  andean  injandHon  was  by 
fuch  i^etas  obtained  afcainft  the  petitioner,  until  he  (hould  have  put  in  a  full 
anfwer  to  the  plaintift'*s  'bill»  and  the  court  ibould  make  further  order^  and 
ibat  the  peiitiooer  afterwards  put  in  his  anfwer  to  the  complainapr^  bill,  and  de- 
nied the  whole  equity  thereof,  and  did  then  apply  to  diffolve  the  faid  injunf^fon  t 
an4»  on  the  firft  day  of  March,  1774,  the  petitioner  obtained  an  nrd^r  to  be  at 
liberty  to  (til  his  fnd  almanacks,  under  certain  reftriftions;  and  the  faid' order 
further  dire^ed,  that  a  cafe  fti^ld  be  made  for  the  Opinion  of  the  court  of  com. 

Y#t.  XI,  .  Z  «  man 
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hotd  Ntrtb.  Lord  North  feid  Mr.  Carnan  fliould  be  heard,  and  thcre^ 
fore  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond  time  on  the  third 
of  May. 

The  Houfe  divided  oij  the  feCond  reading,  for  it  129, 
againftit^a.  ^ 


mon  pleas,  and  that  two  queftioni  (hould  bo  ftated  thereon, -the  firft  of  which 
ikouU  be,  «  Whether  the  grant  made  to  the  plaintiffs,  the  ftationers  company) 
be  general,  or  retrained  to  fuck  almanacks  and  prog noftications  at  flioiild  be  U- 
(cenfed  or  allowed  by  the  Archbi/hop  of  Canterbury,  the  Biftop  of  LoodoDi  or 
Cither  of  them,  for  the  time  being  j"  and  the  fecond  ooeftion  (hould  be,  **  Whe- 
ther the  crown  bach  a  prerogative  and  power  to  grant  tne  fame  to  the  plaiatiffsi  tx- 
clufive  of  any  other  or  others ;'"  and  all  neceflfary  fad^s  w«re  dire^d  to  be  ftated 
in  the  faid  cafe  ;  and  that  the  faid  cafe  was,  firft  in  Hilary  term  17751  ^^  ^^' 
wards  in  the  Eafter  term  following^  folemnly  argued  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  on  the  faid  two  queftions ;  and  the  chief  juftice  and  the  three  puifae 
judges  of  the  faid  court  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  figned,  a  certificate  to  the 
court  of  cRanceryi  of  their  opinion  on  the  two  points  referred  to  them  in  the 
f«>llowing  words,  viz.  Anfwer  to  firft  query ;  '<  Having  heard  ccunfel  on  both 
fides,  ind  confidered  the  cafe,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  grant  made  to  the 
phintift's,  liie  Stationers  company  was  reftrained  to  fuch  almanacks  and  prognofti- 
cations  as  ftiould  be  licenfed  or  allowed  by  the  Archbifiiop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Bfihop  of  London,  or  either  of  <bem,  for  the  time  being  f  *  Anfwer  to  fecood 
queryt    <*  We  are  of  opiatoo»  that  the  crown  hath  not  a. prerogative  or  power  to 
make  fuch  grant  to  the  plainttfFs,  eadufivc  of  any  others  or  other  ;*"  and  that 
the  petitioner,  having  obtainrd  fuch  certificate,  did,  in  June  1775*  apply,  bf 
'motion  to  the  court  of  chancery,  to  diilblve  the  faid  injunction,  which  the  faid 
court,  on  reading  the  fame,  granted,  and  the  petitioner  was  thereby  reftored  to 
the  liberty  of  printing  and  felling  fuch  almanack  or  diary  ;  but  the  petitioner, 
by  fuch  unjuft  and  vexatious   proceedings  againil  htm,  has  been  put  to  very 
confiderable  e^pence  in  rftablilhing  his  right  to  print  and  vend  the  fame,  and  ia 
oppofing  and  fupprellJng  fuch  ufvped  monopoly  ;  and  the  faid  complainaot^s  bill 
againft  the  petitioner  has   been  fince  difmifled  {  and  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
above  proceeding*,  it  appeared,  that  in  i^me,  of  the  almanacks  publlihed  by  tbe 
complainantSi  upder  fuf  h  their  pretended  czclufive  authority,  not  only  many  tb- 
furd,  erroneous,  but  even   many  .ufelefs,  immoral,  and  very  indecent  parages 
were  introduced,  which  ought  to  be  ftri^ly -guarded  againft  and  avoided  in  every 
work  calculated  for  general  ufe  and  knowledge;  which   abfordities,  errors,  and 
indecenciec,  the  faid  complainants  have  themfelves  been  more  attentive  to  avoid 
fince  life  petitioner  detected  them  by  the  aforefaid  means ;  whereby  the  petitioner 
his  been  greatly  Inftrumeutal  in  rendering  almanacks  in  general  more  ufefut,  by  being 
gnore  correA  than  they  were  heretofore,  and  by  expofing  fuch  abfurditiesand  iodc 
pcncies,  will  moft  likely  be  the  means  of  abolifhing  the  fame,  and  of  introducing  in 
the  room  of  It  matter  of  public  information  and  utility ;  and  that  the  petitioner  pb« 
fcrvcs,  by  the  votes  of  the  Houfe.  that  a  bill  is  ordered  to  be  brought  in,toveftthe 
fole  right  of  printing  almanacks,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  in  the 
two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the  company  of  Stationers  of  the 
dry  of  London,  refpe^ively  ;  and  that  fuch  bill,  if  it  Aould  pafs  into  a  law, 
will  preclude,  the  petitioner,  from  the  privilege  which  he  has  been  fo  long  and 
,at  fo  great  expence  contending  for,  and  to  which,  by  the  afbrefaid  detentoioatiofl} 
he  is  now  entitled,  and  would  tend  to  create  a  new  monopoly  in  the  two  univer- 
fitic?  and  the  faid  company  of  Stationers,  deftru^ive  to  the  object  which  the  pe- 
titioner has  with  fo  great  eapence  and  trouble  been  labouring  to  efted,  ▼)«•  the 
|f)4l^io|  almaj^acks  of  more  utility  ;han  thofe  iormcrly  under  the  monopoly  of  the 
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The  report  from  the  Gommitte  on  the  diffentcrs  hill. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  againft  any  teft^  and  maintained  that  ^*  ^""" 
the  enjoyment  of  any  right,  civil  or  religious,  in  a  free  go-»"''"^* 
vernment,  ought  not  to  be  clogged  with  any  reftriftions :  tliat 
government  having  fecured  the  cftablifhed  religion  of  the 
country  by  law,  and  confined  all  the  honours  and  emoluiftcnts 
of  the  church  to  the  minifters  of  that  religion,  all  dilTenters 
from  it,  while  they  behaved  themfelves  as  loyal  fubjefts, 
ought  to  enjoy  their  own  religious  opinions  without  any  re- 
firaiDt,  as  a  common  right  belonging  to  them  by  the  nature 
of  the  conftitution  itfelf.     He  declared,  that  many   of  the 
proteftant  diiibnting  minifters  had  authorized  him  to  give 
their  reafons  jgainft  figning-  the  propofed  declaration.     He 
then  read   a  paper,  containing  amongft  other  things,  the 
diftinguifhing  tenet  by  which  proteftant  diffenters  arc  known 
throughout  Europe,  which  is,  that  they  deny  the  authority 
of  the  civil  magiftratc  in  matters  of  religion,  and  therefore 
they  cannot  coafiftently  fign  a  teft  which  admits  of  that  au- 
thority.    On  this  ground  he  faid  he  was  apprehenfive  the 
t>ill  with   the  declaration  might  do  mifchief ;   for  thofe  who 
could  not  fign  it  would  be  liable  to  the  penal  ftatutes  ftill  in 
force  ;  and  if  one  fingle  profecution  arofe  in  confequence  of 
this,  inftead  of  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  proteftant  dif-    , 
fenting  minjfters  and  teachers,  it  would  be  an  aft  for  op- 
preffing  them.     If  therefore  the  declaration  was  agreed  to, 
he  Ihould  vote  againft  the  bill, 

Mr.  Goodrick'  expatiated  largely  on  the  neceffity  and  found  MV.  Gt§^ 
policy  of  freedom  m  religion  ;  there  ought  to  be  no  tie  upoft^''*** 
men's  profeffions  of  faith ;   and  as  to  the  intei'pretation  of 
fcripture,  or  the  will  of  God,  that  was  all  vague  ;  for  tenets 
of  every  kind  had  been  broached  as  fcripture  doArine* 

Sir  Henry  Houghton,  Mr.  Montagu,  Sir  George  Yonge, 
Mr.  Rous,  Sir  George  Savile,  and  Mr.  Turner^  fpoke  againft. 
the  Bill.  ^      • 

Lord  North  defended  it,  and  faid  he  was  well  apprized  Lord  iV«rrk 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  diifenting  minifters  would  not 


Statuu&en  compaof,  which  cAjinot  be  otheiwife  than  by  letting  the  trade  opea 
which  will  confequently  create  an  emulation  In  the  diirerent  publifiien  to  attain 
the  greateft  degree  of  cotredtnefs)  whereas  fuch  monopoly,  being  eftabjiihed» 
would  tend, -AS  formerly,  to  difcourage  fcience)  be  a  difgrace  to  literature^  and 
will  moreoTer  eiTentially  injure  and  leflen  the  retrenuc,  by  redficing  the  number  of 
AampSy  which  will  otherwlfe  be  required  in  a  frefe  fale ;  and  therefore  praying, 
thuc  the  faid  bill  may  nit  pafs  into  a  laW ;  and  that  the  petitioner  may  be  heardt 
by  hit  coMnfcly  agaiafi  the  faid  bill. 

'    '  .  2  z  1  unwillingly 
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unwillingly  figti  it;  and  the  few  ^^ho  did  n^t'itiuft  be  ^cll 
convinced  they  never  Woul"i  be  molcfeed.  It  Was  Aotthc 
Ipirit  of  the  trmes.  In  no  part  of  addiitaiftfatibn  Were  ihttt 
ally  fiich  ncrtions  a&  to  ttoublc  men  for  their  feligious  opi- 
nions. The  bench' of  bilhops,  and  partkolarlyflifc  h^ad  of 
,  the  church,  was  a  man  of  a  different  opihidn.  tin  fliis  it- 
count,  and  as  no  irifttincc  colild  be  p*rt>duced  in  ihh  relgh  bf 
any  diflferfter  being  mofcfted,  Hfe  ^as  aftonilheS  at'tbfe  bi-iTflg- 
rng  in  of  fiich  a  biTl  at  this  time;  but  as  th^  had'ihoi^ht 
proper  to  do  it,  he  had  pfopofcd  a  declaration,  Which  fto  maft 
who  is  a  chriftian  tend  a.  protcftant  diffenter,  dan  reToft  to 
fign.  As  to  deifts,  and  pcrfofts  dchyihg  the  trinity,  or  pro- 
feffing  other  iingular  religious  opinioris,  not  t)eing  either 
chriftratis  or  proteftants,  the  bill  had  nothing  to  do /with 
khcth,  ^frdt  certainly  the  ftatehad  a  right  t6  guard  againfe  au- 
thoVfeiTig  merT>  by  authoriry  Of  pJiitiament,  to'fcc  teachers  of 
their  tiotiofns,  tins  teas  a  matter  6'f  grekt  itoj>6ftancc;  he 
Ihdald,  therefore,  vote  for  the  dcclkrktion, 
Mr.  Rous.  ^r*  ^^'^^  f^^^7  the  confcicntious  man  Was  llhfe  only  man 
who  wotrtd  be  injured  by  the  declaration ;  for,  hot  being  able 
tofign  it,  he  would  remain  open  to  perfecution,  ana  the 
power  of  perfecution  would  remain,  though  the  libcYal  dilpo- 
fition  of  our  prcfent  ruleirs  might  prevent  the  exrt'cifc  of  it. 

Oh  k  divifion,  the  declaration  was  carried  by  Q$  againft  59. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  American  pa- 

Scrs.  The  remainder  of  tbetn  were  read  ihort,  and  Lord 
Tugtnt  gave  an  intimation  that  he  intended  to  make  a  motion 
as  foon  as  the  teading  of  the  papers  was  flhifllcd  : — Prcffcd  by 
Meffi-s.  Burke  and  Fox  to  explain;  his  Lordfhip  acknowledged 
/  that  he  was  totally  averfe  to  anV  enquiry.  His  Lordftiip  did 
not  however  move  any  thirfg,  but  it  Was  underftood  by  both 
parties,  that  they  fhould  come  prepared  to  fuj^it  their  rc- 
Tpeftive  opinions  the  next  day. 

^ril  29. 
The  Hoiife  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  committee  to  entire  into 
the  conduft  of  the  American  War,     F.  Montagu,  Efqr.  in 
the  chair. 
Sir  miluttn     Sir  ff^tlliam  Howe  moved,  that  Earl  Cornwallis  be  called 
'^^'-        to  the  Jar. 

l,9j\Nuient.     Earl  Nugent  defired  that  the  honourable  genofal,  before  the 

queftion  was  put,  would  itate  to  the  corhffnittee  upon  whtt 

points  he  meant  to  interrogate  the  noble  lord. 

Sir  fTimtm      S'li*  fPiiliam  Howe  replied  to  the  general  cotxloft  of  the 

.Bow.        American  war;  to  military  points  generally  and  pardcutarty. 

Earl 
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£arl  Nugent  exprefTed  his  diilike  of  the  enquiry  Tn  general,  EarllVi^cM. 
and  Ms  determined  refolutidn  to  oppofe  the  admitting  any  evi- 
ficncc  Which  might  eventually  affefl  t!le  cohduift  of  tlie  ho- 
lYoarable  coi^mander,  or  hi3  hoblfc  hrbther.  He  faw  no  occa-  « 
fioh  or  necellity  for  any  enquiry  at  all, 'much  lefs  into  that  oT 
the  li6iiourable  >general  or  the  noble  L/ord,  They  did  not 
ftatifl  atcufed  T>ef6irethit  Houfe ;  the  papers  on  the  table  <5oft- 
tainea  the  fulleft  approbation  of  tlicir  conduA,  under  the 
hands  bf  admin iftration.  Theytiad  been  rfeceivfcd  in  anlio-  • 
nouraWe  manner  by  their  Sovereign,  and  with  joy  ty  their 
fellow  fubjefts.  Thei'e  was  fcjfrcely  a  letter  oa  the  tahlc 
Which  did  not  contain  fome  frefh  proof  ^at  confidenec  his 
Majefty  repoied  in  their  iseal,  tlieir  integrity,  and  great  mili- 
tary tweiits.  The  beft  founded  eulogiums,  had  been  made 
upon  them  in  that  Houfe,  from  every  quarter.  It  was  faid 
indeed,  that  foine  runners  and  wTiifperers  and  coffee-hcuft 
pohtTttans,  had  traduced  them  in  pamphlets  and  newfpapers '; 
but  if  that  was  firMcient  ground  for  enquiry  into  the  con* 
duft  of  k  minifteror  a  commander,  he  did  not  know  Qtit 
irf  ei^er  deferiptibn  who  had  efcaped  j  foch  was  the  fpirit  of 
the  times,  and  fuch  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  that  there  ^ 

was  no  remedy  which  could  be  applied,  that  might  not  be  pro- 
duaive  of  greater  evils  j  befides  the  argument  if  applied 
at  all,  Wtnt  this  length,  that  any  perfon  Who  was  traduced 
or  vilified  in  pamphlets  and  newfpapers  had  a  right  merely  on 
that  account  to  have  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  his  conduft 
fet  cm  foot  I  t:^tTy  perfon  fo  circumftanceJ,  had  the  fame  right, 
Which  if  no  other  bufinefs  was  tranlaAed,  would  take  up 
taore  time  than  Parliament  could  fpare. 

!But  a[Tthough  the  Houfe  had  leifure  and  inclination  to  en«  ^ 

quire  ;  they  were  not  competent  to  the  talk,  for  what  is  the 
profeffed  objeft  ?  The  honourable  General  fays,  to  enquirfe 
into  military  matters.  That  Houfe  had  nothing  to  do  with 
general  or  particular  military  points.  How  could  gentlemea 
utting  in  that  Hotffc  pretend  to  judge  of  the  proper  diftribu- 
titto'of  a  large  military  force,  or  of  the  good  or  bad  difpofi- 
ijQXVlh  the  field  ;  of  the  pofition  of  a  brigade,  or  the  manoeu- 
vres of  a  column.  It  was  abfurd  and  prepofterous  ;  and  could 
*on1y  brigin^e  in  mifconception  in  general,  and  an  earneft 
•fhoti^  unnfeceflary  zeal  in  the  honourable  commander. 

Were  that  Houfe  even  compofed  of  military  officers  lanJl 
and  liaval  fo  numerous  a  body  would  be  far  from  being  the 
pro|fcr  tribunal,  for  fuch  an  enquiry.  The  contlitution  had 
^ade  another  fort  of  provifion  for  difpenfing  military  juftice, 
Ifekneant  courts'-manial,  whenever  ci):cumilances  called  for  it 

but 
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but  in  acafe  fuch  as  theprefent,  wh.cre  there  did  not  caft  a 
'  (badow  or  colonr  for  cenfure  of  any  part  of  the  honourable 
commander's  condud,  it  was  demonftrably  clear,  that  as  it 
was  not  competent  in  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into  or  decide 
upon  military  matters,  in  any  given  fituacion  whatever;  nei- 
ther oould  a  court-martial  take  cognifance  of  any  things  re- 
fpe&ing  the  noble  Admiral  or  bis  brother,  without  an  accufer. 
Where  was  that  accufer  to  be  found  ?  Not  in  .that  Houfe,  be 
W48  certain  ;  if  without  doors  why  did  not  he  come  forth,  and 
ftate  his  complaint.  As  no  fuch  perfon  had  come  forth,  be 
.was  juftified  in  contending,  that  no  fuch  perfon  exifted,  and 
further  in  affirming,  that  both  the  commanders  flood  acquit- 
ted in  the  opinion  of  their  Sovereign  and  their  country. 

He  did  not  find  fault  with  the  ftrong  defire,  manifefted  by 
the  honourable  commander,  who  made  the  motion.  God 
forbid  he  fhould  pafs  any  cenfure  upon  a  conduct  apparently 
fuggefled,  by  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour.     But  what  of  that  ? 

Had  not  the  hohourable'  commander  been  indulged  I  Had 
not  he  been  heard  in  his  own  juftification  ?  Had  not  all  his 
'  wifhcs,  fo  far  as  they  pointed  1,0  his  full  juftification, been  gra- 
tified ?  And  was  not  hefurnifhed  with  a  full  opportunity,  in  a 
very  long  and  able  fpeech,  of  proving  that  every  idle  or  loofe 
difcourfe  concerning  his  military  conduft,  was  falfe  and  ill- 
founded,  and  that  he  had  performed  his  duty  with  fidelity, 
integrity  and  ability. 

He  fpoke  for  a  confiderable  time  as  to  the  particular  predi- 
cament another  honourable  general  flood  in  [Burgoyne]  fliould 
the  prefent  enquiry  be  proceeded  upon.  Suppofing  for  in- 
ftance,  though  he  wilhed  the  contrary,  that  the  Houfe  (hould 
think  proper  after  weighing  the  circumflances  between  that 

fentleman  and  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
epartmcnt,  to  have  his  condufl  enquired  into  by  a  court- 
martial  ?  What  would  be  the  confequence  ?  That  at  the  verv 
inflant  the  committee  fhould  coqpe  to  that  refolution,  they  muft 
know  that  it  could  not  be  complied  with  ;  they  muft  be  pre- 
vioufly  infonped,  that  that  honourable  commander  was  not 
amenable  to  any  military  or  other  jurifdi£lion  in  this  country ; 
that  being  a  prifoner  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  be 
was  only  amenable  to  the  Congrefs,  and  if  even  found  guilt)', 
CQuld  not  be  punifhcd,  till  freed  from  his  prior  engagement, 
.by  either  reieafe  or  exchange,  or  by  a  full  exchange  of  ratifi- 
cations, on  both  fides.. 

He  made  thofc  fuppofitions  merely  in  maintenance  of  his 
general  argument,  not  by  any  means  intending  to  pafs  the  Icaft 
degree  of  cenfure  upon  that  gallant  but  unfortunate  officer 
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[  a  littU  diforder.'\  He  would  repeat  the  word  unfortunate,  for 
he  thought  the  capture  of  that  army  was  the  great  and  origi- 
nal fource  of  every  fubfequent  misfortune,  of  the  infolence  of 
our  rebellious  fubjefts  in  rejeSing  the  very  favourable  propo- 
fitions  agreed  to  in  Parliament,  and  offered  through  the  chan- 
nel of  his  Majcfty*s  minifters  ;  and  of  the  perfidy  of  the,  fo- 
reign enemy,  and  the  critical  and  alarming  war  in  which  at 
prefent  we  are  engaged.  He  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  the 
honourable  generd's  valour  and  zeal ;  and  if  any  blame  was 
imputable,  which  he  was  far  from  giving  any  opinion  upon, 
one  way  or  the  other  ^  the  moft  it  could  poffibly  amount  to,, 
was,  that  his  ardour  to  ferve  bis  country,  got  perhaps  the  bet* 
tcr  of  his  prudence. 

As  an  additional  argument  for  the  propriety  of  flopping 
the  encjuiry,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  would  neceflarily  run  to 
great  length,  and  there  was  other  parliamentary  buflnefs  of  the 
firfl  importance^  which  called  for  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  Houfe.  Jtvery  gentleman  who  had  a  Houfe  or  a  fervant, 
was  concerned  in  the  bufmefs  yet  to  Be  brought  on,  buflnefs 
whi^h  could  not  admit  of  delay  >  befldes  £is,  while  ther 
were  fitting  under  that  roof,  idly  wafting  their  time  in  fruftleis 
enquiries,  France  was  bufily  employed,  he  foai-ed  in  preparing 
for  an  invafion  of  thefe  kingdo'ms,  though  he  was  rather  in- 
clined to  believe  of  Ireland  ;  for  which  the  condud  of  that 
Houfe  in  the  prefent  feflion,  had  paved  the  way  by  the  obfti- 
nate  and  repeated  refufals  given  to  attend  to  the  opprefBons 
and  grievances  of  that  country,  or  to  adminifter  any  fpecies  of 
relief.  [Aery  of  ordtr  !  order  !"]  He  repeated  the  afTertion, 
and  declared  that  the  obftinacy  of  the  Houfe  in  denying  all 
relief  to  fo  opprefTed  and  impoverifhed  a  people  as  the  Irifb,. 
had  thrown  that  kingdom  intoaflateof  defpair,  and  that  they 
were  now  ripe  for  any  revolution*  as  they  confidered  they 
could  not  poffibly  change  their  mafters  to  a  difadvantage. 

After  fpeaking  to  a  great  variety  of  points  of  lefs  moment, 
and  folemnly  declaring  he  had  formed  his  intention  of  endea- 
vouring to  flop  the  enquiry,  merely  from  the  impulfe  of  his  x 
own  feelings,  and  that  he  had  not  confulted  any  minifler,  or 
any  one  man  on  the  occafion,  declaring  alfo  that  he  did  not 
then  know  ytrhetber  he  fliould  be  feconded,  his  Lordfhip  mo- 
ved, "  That  the  chairman  do  quit  the  chair." 

Lord  North  faid  hefhould  not  fecond  the  motion,  although  Ld.  2/orr*. 
Jie  highly  approved  of  part  of  it,  and  thought  the  majority 
of  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord  folid  and  juflifiable. 
His  Lordfhip  entered  at  large  into  his  reafons  for  wifhing  that 
J^ord  Cornwailis  might  not  be  e;i:amined|  and  why  it  was  not 
4  proper 
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proper  for  that  HouG;  to  proc^^d  to  a  militacy  enquiry.  His 
Lordfhip  faid  tjaesc  w^s  no  clui:ge  nor  no.  accufer  -^  thiui  he 
had  never  beard  of  any  chjs^ge,  aod  that  tikc  hbnourabte  gene- 
ral'a  own  accQunc  of  bis  condu£l  read  to  the  Houfe  lafi  Wed- 
nefday,  was  an  ample  anfwer  to  any  wbLTpers  ov  libels  tbaX 
had  been  circulated  againft  the  hoopwiable  ^tleman's  cha- 
ncer. That  he  W2|9  free  to  fay,  he  WM  perfectly  Satisfied 
with  the  honourable  ^eti^l's  condipd,  and  though  h^.did  not 
mean  to  paf$  an  opioiQii  upon  his  military  conduit  either 
one  way  or  the  other,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  declare  ilut  he 
had  done  his  duty  in  every  particular.  His  Lordilbip  fpoJ;e 
of  the  delicacy  of  examining  inferior  officers  as  to  th^ir 
opinion  of  their  fuperior,  the  commander  in  chief's  beha- 
viour during  a  war.  That  u  would  be  putting  them,  u^der 
IU»  unoeceiury  difficulty,  and  that  if  tbe  enquiry  were  pur- 
fu^  ever  fofar,  therefult  being  founiled  merely  on  ex  paru 
evidence,  muft  be  ufelefs  to  the  hoaQurabie  general,  and  dif- 
graceful  to  the  Houfe.  If  there  was  any  intention  to  charge 
adminiftrs^tion  or  any  one  member  of  it,  with  criminality, 
be  WA$  for  having  the  enquiry  proceed,  though  he  fliould  ex- 
pefi,  and  had  a  right  to  expedl,  that  the  intention  was  then 
avowed,  and  the  nature  of  the  charge  fpecified«  in  order  that 
thofe  charged  might  prepare  the  neceiTary  evidence  for  their 
defence.  I(  this  w^re  not  the  cafe,  he  thought  a  further  pur- 
fuitof  the  enquiry  qeedleis. 

He  differed  in  opinion  ifrom  his  noble  friend,  tb^t  that 
Houfe  was  incompetent  to  enquire  into  the  condud  of  perfpns, 
occupying  high  offices  in  \heftate.  In  fuch  occ^fioas,  tlicy 
.  aded  as  a  grand  national  and  conftitutional  inqueft ;  but  as  to 
military  matters,  he  ihould,  for  one»  never  confent  to  hav^  them 
dtfcufled  ii)  that  Houfe.  The  condu£t  of  miniflers  was  a  very 
proper  object  of  Parliamentary  enquiry;  the  wifdocn  and 
juflice  of  that  Houfe,  were  frequently  exercifed  in  fiuch  enqui- 
ries ;  but  was  that  principle  applicable  on  the  preient  occa- 
fion  I  By  no  means.  No  fuch  intention  was  ftated  ;  the  ho* 
nourablp  commander  who  moved  for  Earl  Cornwallis  to  be 
called  in)  neither  fiated  or  avowed  any  fncb  thin^;.  His  mo-* 
tion  was  fpecific  \  it  was  to  examine  his  X'Ord(hip  to  generd 
and  particular  points.  But  to  wh^t  purpofe  ?  The  honours- 
ble  general  fo  far  as  Parliament  Was  cuncerned,  ftoofi  acouit- 
ted  in  the  face  of  bis  country.  No  accufation  was  urged, 
no  reply  was  made  to  his  narrative. 

It  was  a  very  t^ble  defence,  and  in  his  opinion  a  very  full 
and  ample  exculpation  of  his  condud,  fo  far  as  that  Houfe 
was  either  competent  to  entertain^  or  enabled  to  decide  :  but 

what 
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what  more;.  The  honourable  general  is  for  going  bri  witH  tUe 
enquiry.  Cuitm  f  To  what  purpofd?  To  flicw  that  no  far- 
ther enquiry  it  neceflary;  Ih  this  particular,  he  cnttrtaineti 
a  very  difTereht  opinipli,  and  d^wjn  his  owil  liiind  a  Very  dif^^ 
ferent  conclufionA  Suppofe  thie  Houie  pitKeed  $  fuppofeUpoH 
the  evidence;  tbe^fhould  acquit ;  Follow  it  then  up  with  ano-^ 
t/ier  fuppofition,  thatmany^coniceiveddiiFerelirly  from  him,  re« 
fpeding  the  honouhible  officer's  conduit.  Will  any  one  per- 
fon  of  tlirat  defcription,  be  cdnyinced  b^  fuch  a  decifion  t 
Will  it  wipe  ofFone  ftain^  or  meet  one  cnminal.  charge  urged 
a^inft  hied  without  doors  }  Not  one  2  be  will  juft  ftand  iii 
his  former  fituation  ;  nd  man  will  be  a  bit  more  convinced  of 
&is  innoc^hc^  iban  before  tfie  enquiry  was  fet  dn  fGk>t,  Each  . 
man  will  retain  his  formeir  bpiiiion^  and  «the  Houfe  will 
be  drawn  away  from  the  difcharge  of  its  moft  preffiag  dudes^ 
to  no  manlier  of  purjpofo 

Is  the.condud  or  ininiJlers  then  the  latent  oSjefi  of  this 
enquiry  ?  Ik  may,,  when  exprefsly  refumed  for  that  purpofe  ^  . 
but  not  at  prefent.  Irit  intended  to  try  ahd  determine  upon 
the  cohdiid  of  ad(niniftratibn  By  a  Hde  wind|  in  an  obliq^ue 
ihdireA  manner  ?  tf  that  be  the  objed,  let  it  be  declared,  let 
ihe  accufer.fairly  ftan<l  fprtli,  avow  his  thatgei,  an<l  compel 
them  to  anfweir.  When  that  is  avowed^  minifters  will  know 
the  accufcr  and  the  accufation^  they  Mfill  kliow  in  177 hat 
tiiahher  to  make  tHeir  def<^hce. 

It  Was  true  the  noble  Lor^  near  him  [Germain}  wai 
dibre  imihediately  cbncern^  in  ttle'  fubjed  bf* the  preftnt  en- 
ajairy  than  he,  it  being  tranfaSed  in  the  department  over 
which  his  Lordfhip  prefidet  ;  but  fo  far  as  thd  condud  of  the 
war  could  be  the  bbjeft  of  Parliamenf:ai'y  enquiry,  both  he 
and  every  other  of  his  Majefty's  cohfidential  fervants  wer6 
equally  refpotlfible.  Theif  condud  lay  opieli  to  examitiatioii 
from  the  cotrefponderice  on  the  table.  They  did  not  wilh  to 
decline  enquiry,  but  he  cerUinly  meant  to  oppofe  every  at- 
tempt to  go  iilto  atiy  kind  of  military  inveftigationj^  cither  . 
for  the  purpofe  of  deciding  on  the  condud  of  tlK  generals,  or 
as  a  concealed  ground  of  paffing  a  crnfure  upon  mjnifters* 

Mn  Mortti^a  then  acquaintdcl  the  c<Anmittee  that  a  mor  Mr.iMBii 
tioQ  had  been  made^    <*  for  calling  in  Lord  Cbtnurallis  ;*' <*• 
fidce  which,  another  motion  had  been  made  ^  thilt  he.  do 
now  leaVe  tha  chaif ,  by  Way  of  the  previous  queftioh ;  the  ^  ' 

audftion  he  flicfuld  therefore  put  was,  <'  that  he  do  tioW  leive 
lie  chair.''    An  obje&ioii  havihff  been  flarted,  that  the  inb-^ 
tion  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  had  hot  beexi » 
feconded,  it  Was  anfwered  from  the  chair,,  that  it  was  not 
heceffary  in  a^comnittcei  though  it  was  in  tlie  Houfct  While 
Vol..  XL  jf  ir4  tti. 
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the  HouTe.  fsemcd  indetermined  what  to  do^  Lord  Nugent' 
hfivrng^nbt  yet  coniented  to  with  dnw  his  motion, 
Gen.  Bur-  GeMv^  Burgo^Mi  rofe  and  faid,  although  the  enquiry  into 
g9yMe.  the  ci^nduA  of  the  noble  'Lord  and  the  honourable  com- 
rffandet;  ftiouH  terminate  by  carrying  the  motion  made  by 
the  noble  Lofd,'fof"  diflfolvirig  the  ccmftiittee,  he  trufted,.thai  the  ju- 
ftice  of  the'HiJttro  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  proving  his  own 
inftoccncc.  If  thoib  comnifandcr8'fl<>6d  juftificd  in  the  opinion  of  roi- 
inifter^  and  that  Hdufc^^  heftood  in  a  very  diflf^rem  fituation^ 

He  wa§  aftOrtfhed '  to  hear  a  motion  for  flapping  the  enquiry  come 
from  that  noble  Lord  [Earl  Nugent]  who  he  really  believed  to  poflefo 
in  moft  iriftalhces  an  uncommon  degree"  of  candour*  His  argument? 
might  have  had  fomtf  plaufibility  when  the  papers  were  firft  moved,  but 
the  Houfe;  by  admitting  them,  had  adopted  tnc  enquirjr^  and  in  confe- 
quence  diffcreijt^  gentlemen  had  collaterally  -given  opinions  in  their 
places,  and  reafoned  .upon  and  cenfured  many  circumftances  refafting  to 
the  military  tondaft'  of  the  war.  Piirt  of  his  conduft  rioW  ftood  ar- 
raigned in¥arfiament.  TKe  Houfc  would  not  have  admitted  thefedif- 
cuffions,  nor  could  any  gentleman  in  honour  have  dcfired  to  indulge 
himfclf  in  fudi;  a  liberty,  had  they  notfuppofed  the  ccnfufed  would  have 
full  fcope  to  dtftj^d  tliemfelves  ;  every  man  who  hud  delivered  ientl- 
ment»  that  touched'tKofe  employed  in  tnc  Vrar[,  were  pledged  iii  honour 
to  fupport  the  enquiry.  '       ' 

The  notteLdYd  *[EarlNVigent}  has  ftid  he  did  not  z3t  m  concert 
with  any  miniitcr  in  oppa6ng.the.enquiry  ;  thdre  could  be  po  doubt  of 
his  veracity  in  that  aflcVtion  ;  for  the  part  he  was  taking  was  more 
hoflile  to  ^diiiinifl ration  than  any  taken  by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc^ 
in  any  part  of  th?  feflion.  The  honour  of  minifters  was  deeply  con- 
cerned to  proceed.  They  are  a^cufed  pf  covering  their  own  defects  by  the 
relinquifhpieut  or  crimination  of  thofe  they  employ,  of  having  adopted 
that  odious,  abominable^  iofatuated  fyffem,  not  only  of  leaving  officers 
iinproteftcd,  but  of  laying;  fnares  in  their  way  to  eiFcS  tiicir  ruin  :  ia 
thefe  days,  it  h  fai3,  the  principles  of  difgracc  js  Implanted  the  very  mo- 
ment ot  their. appointu^nt,  like  tliat  of  mortality  which  is  fuppofed  in 
^the  animal  fyftcm  to  beco-eval  with  exillence  :  "  the  young  difcafe 
grows  witK  their  g;^owth,  and  ^rcngthezis  with  their  ftrcngth,  till  up- 
Qp.  the.firft  ill-lucceCs  in  the  field,  or  the  firft  defeftioit  inthH  Houle, 
Wt  it  bliirfts,  arnd*;hur]ries  thtm  to  deft"r^£liqi>,,  and  tliey  are  delivered 
over  totlipfe  warlV, thaftbuichprs,  the  tale-bcarers.and  whilpercr*,  and 
carriers  of  detra£^Km,.vvlu)  diife^^  and  ii^angl^  them  at  will,  and  hold 
them  out  i  fpc£tacT^,^/>i  Unarem^xo  teach  otjvers  more  fcrvility^ 

If  a  mutntu(le:0^olCc&ri,.a  ngmber.  unheafd  of  in  any^  former  j^eriod, 
have  with^wnil^cniiiil yes.  frQipfcrvife-u  to  pro- 

mote priva[tl;;ij;itereft,  or  to  briilg  i^eii;.  friends  ijLto  power,  they  are 

worfc  thag.tko  ag^^atw  ftfAqg\^l,;.tjM5I^<i<§0S^ 

*  ••  a         -  -  ^  'an 
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/m  ti^itrid  «oMtry  .<&iii  iHflMb  ^et  U  begin  with  .^istHoui^,  be  :W- 
fatx)ed|by^Kiqg!sjdifpl<afuh^»Tatiiied  by  every  boiieft  man  in  tbe  A^iqg- 
doms ;  let  us  not  pafs  the  ftrccts  without  marks  of  refcntment,  be  de^- 
«d  tki^objcAfl  of^eteftsufidvdeieryedly  the  outo^fts  of  fociety. — But  if 
it  IhaU  iip|>€ar  that  th^  yiant  of  <?Qd^dcnce  and  prote£lion  has  beei>tC|> 

fcoeral  as  there  have  bcffacomx^aods ;  that  an  oiGccr  is  fUted  inj(kis 
I«il^ef(ahti^.ftlll»e'fea}Mre>^':wheivhe  is  with*belda  third  part;*  iJbat 
.»notbfeti»in«dejC€4»9ftfible  for'»U  kUme,  becaufe  he  drew  hi6  0^tAjrikln 
4md  iiiAnidk>ali»HiYheni  the'tn'tnilUi'  fol^atiog  him  kn^w  both  fa£ts  toJbe 

<  fidie  {  that  wbAn  no  Acer's  contAuA  falls  intoqueftioa^^s^wartafons 
aad  mQttvesiafe  ^up^efled,  tho\igI\  the  miniftei;  h^s  them  in.  his  pocket. 
IcQoten^^if  Choe  allegations,  ^ire^nie,  Ofii^ei's  ace  not  ooly  juftlfied, 
but  called  ttpon'by  their  duty  to  i^hemfelves  and  their  country  >  to  vindi- 
c^e  their  wrongs  in  the  face  of  {>^>wer^  and  let  this  enquiry  be  the  teft 
be««feenliiem^aad  rbeir.adverf^pi^* 

He.weot  ihrov^a  curfory  review  of  the  various  aiTertions  which  he 
moant  10  make,  and  to  fupport  by  pr^f ;  and  repeated  his  complaints 
pC .being  d«itied  an.  interview  vfitb  bis  Sovereign,  wbofe  ear  was  daily 
poifoned  againfthim. 

His  preebifion  from  thic  royal  frisfence  Was  not  only  effected  by  infi- 
dioiis:|mtence^9  btst  was  unprecedented,  though  a  coqrt-martial  had 
beca-adoaUy  certain.  Every  oaptain  who  lofes  a  King's  ihip,  in  fight 
or  bjr  a  wtock,  is,  by  the  ceamaat  rule  of  the  fcrvice,  to  be  tried  by  a 
court-martial.  .  Was  it  ever  heard  of,  that  an  officer .  in  that  fituauon 
wa9  forbid  the  court  }  A  recent  inftance  is  full  in  point:  Captain 
WMidlbr,  prifipner  to  France  ^nd  returnee!  up^n  his  parole,  cannot  be 
tried  opon  that  Account ;  has  sot  that  gallant  ofhcer  been  received  at 

.-court  as  hedeferv?ed  ^  Thefe  examples  being  fo  genera!,  meke  any  de- 
viation from'lhem  abfdlute  cenTure. ;  it  becomes  a  manifeftation  on  the 
part  ofgovevnqdent  to  the.  nadooi  that  the  perfon  profcribed  is  known  to 
be  guilty.  Let  it  not  be  fuf^ofed  that  tbefc  complaints  originate  from 
a  hankeribg  ifier  the  preience-cbamber,  upon  interefted  6t  adulatory 
motives-^^-rNq  :  to  wifti  the  countenance  of  his  Sovereign,  when  he' 

'  was  not  confcioMsl«f  having  defervedly  forfeited  his  pre  tendons  to  it  ; 
to  fubmit  his  a£Hc>n»to  the  royal  judgment  was  not,  he  hoped,  a  fervile 
anibition.  But  chiefly  and  principally  he  lamented  being  deprived  the 
audience^  his  rank  gave  him  a  right  to ;  that  he  was  thereby  precluded 
doing  juftiee  to  the.n^eritsof  the  army— that  gallant  army,  which  de- 
fervcd  fo  mwch  but  was  thought  of  fo  little!  He  feared  their  attach* 
mcttt  to  him  made  th^r  criqie.  In  the  profufion  of  brevet  rank  lately 
beftowed,  ftotafingle  preferment  had  been  given  there  ;  the  lift  of  co- 
lonels, in  particular,  t^^d  flopped  with  an  cSficer  only  a  few  days  older 
thani  Lieut.  Col.  Hamillmi,  wbo  ha^  aAed  as  brigadier^  as  brave  and  di- 
IliBgutihed  an  officer  as  the  fervice  could  boafi  :  thofe  up0n  the  lift  be* 
twe^n  him.imdi  whevpthe.preferximit  ilppp(4  Wi^r^  ^}^  half  pay,  ex< 

4  a  a  n  -  cej>t 
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ptpt  two  or  dme.  Iflow  fatisfaaory  wotiU  it  lia^^  '^^^  tolbt  zrokj 
to  hare  included  his  name  in  that  Jpromotion  1  yt^t  even^it  fiipaU  laten- 
tion  was  denied. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  the  enquiry  was  refufed,  let  the  worid  fee  who  hid 
fcfttied  it— -who  h^  prefled  it.    One  medure  ftiH  remained,  vii.  to  lay 
before  Uic  country  at  large  what  he  had  wifhed  to  fubmit  in  partictdar 
to  the  delegates  in  Parliament,  the  great,  the  enlightened,  and  he  ib- 
fifted  the  j^ropct  tribunal  in  all  cafes  of  public  int^reu  or  national  hoocmr. 
JA.  G$ttp      Lord  Gewge  Germain  denied  that  he  toook  any  pn'dciihir 
1^i**^«-     part  in  preventing  the  honourable  general  from  feeing  his  So- 
Vercign%    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet,  not  of  any  indi- 
vidual member  of  it.  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  royal  prefence,  till  his  conduA  had  been  en- 
quired into.   Enquiries  werr  cuftomary  pn  occafions  fooeiewlat 
umilar.  But  the  honourable  gentleman's  cafe  was  found  to  be 
a  new  one,  not  being  amenable  to  any  ciyil*  or  military  tri- 
bunal in  this  kingdom  ;  and  that  was*  the  true  rei^fonthat  his 
enquiry  had  not  long  fince  been  entered  upoif  by  m  boourd  of 
jpeneral  officers.  ^ 

Thp  honourable  gentleman  had  complained  greatly  of  the 
coldnefs  and  neglect  (hewed  the,  troops  under  his  comsaaad, 
now  prifoners  under  the  SJ^ratoga  convention  ;  and  imputed 
this  Qeglc£t,  as  arifing  from  an  ill-will'  and  refeqftmeot  to- 
wards' 3ie  general.  The  fadt  not  being  fo,  the  reaioD  mnft 
fiand  cohtradifted.  Minifters  entertained  no  ilUwiU  nor 
refentmcnts ;  nor  were  the  captive  troops  negteded :  fo  far 
from  it,  they  had  never  ceafed  their  endeavours  tp  procure 
ihe  liberty  of  thofe  brave  men,  and  to  obtain  for  their  country 
the  benefit  of  their  fervices ;  and  he  had  this  pleafing  cir- 
cumftance  to  cornmunicate  'to  the.Houfe,  of  the  happy 
tidings  that  thofe  exertions  on  the  part  of  adminiftratioa 
had.  at  length  fucceeded ;  for  he  hoped  and  trufted,  that  at  rhe 
time  h.e  was  (peaking,  the  captive  army  was  again  reftored  tp 
its  liberty!  The  truth  was,  that  he  had  received  by  the  hift 
difpatcbes  from  SJr  Henry  Clinton,  the  following  important 
intelligence.  That  the  breach  of  the  convention  of  Bara- 
iroga  was  looked  upon  by  every  honeft  man  in  America,  as 
well  as  Great- Britain,  to  bjs  a  moft  (hameful  violation  of 
public  faith  *  that  the  Congrefs  finding  that  a  general  da- 
pour  began  to  prevail,  and  that  their  conAituents  b^n 
openly  to  condemn  what  fp  nearly  aflefted  the  national  ho- 
poMifj  had  fent  word  ^o  the  general,'  to  fend  commifiaries  to 
treat'  upoQ  the  terms  of  the  fprmer  negotiation,  in  order 
(that  the  convention  might  be  finaUy  ratified.  As  to  the  order 
^or  the  honouraUe'general^sre|u£a  to  his  captive  anpy,  he 
.;-..•-...;.  affertcd 
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'mBtttei^  &at  tbe  ofder  was  framed  tn  cabinet,  ■*  and 
idid  not  originate  with  hitn,  as  an  individual.  His  Majefty 
iwas  there  advifed^  to  give  dire^ions  for  that  order.  He  did 
npt  defire  to  be  underftpod,  that  Ke  diflfered  from  the  reft  of 
kis  Majefty's  confidential  fcryants  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  beg- 
«d  leave  to  repeat  what  be  had  fb  often  aiferted,  that  in 
nis  opinion,  the  honourable  general  ought  to  have  returned 
and .  ihared  in  the  adverfities  of  his  army.  If  he  had,  he 
would  tljercby  have  rendered  captivity  eaficr  to  thofe  brav^ 
*  men  who  fcrved  under  him ;  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, th^c  tfaeif  enlargement  would  have  be^n  much  fopnor 
pbtained. 

As  to'  tfie  aneftion,  more  particularly  the  objeft  of  the . 
prefecit  debate,  he  pcrfeftly  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
near  him  ^Lord  North]  that  the  opinion  of  military  jnen, 
pn  the  motions  and  manoeuvres  of  armies,  wai  no  proper  mat* 
ter  to  be  heard,  difcufTed,  or  decided  upon  in  that  Houfe. 
Bat  fo  fur  as  the  correfpohdence  on  the  table  vtdpe&ed  his 
conduflk  in  the  department  in  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
prcfidc,  he  was  ready,  on  the  Ihorteft  notice,  to  eater  inta 
his  joftification  :  and  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  l^e 
cou^  not  fee  to  what  purpofe  the  committee  could  proceed, 
imlefs  it  ^erc  to  decide  upon  the  conduft  of  minifters,  fo  far 
'  as  their  plati^  had  been  founded  in  weaknefs  or  wifdom. 

Earl  'Ntig^i  consented  to  withdraw  his  motion  for*thc 
chairman's  leaving  the  cl^air. 

Sir  ffiiliam  Hotve  obferved,  that  the  queftion  for*calling  in  su  miSm 
Lord  Corwallis  ought  to  be  enlarged,  by  adding  the  words  J%w«. 
*^  a  general  and  particular  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
American  war." 

Lord  North  inftantlv  caught  the  words,  and  moved  ^tiLotdNerth. 
an»endment  in  ^arly  the  very  terms.  The  motion  ^ith  his 
Lorrflhip^s  amendment  run  thus.  ♦*  That  Lord  Cornwalls 
be  callea  in  and  examined  relative  to  general  and  particular 
military  points^  touching  the  general  conduft  of  thp  Ameri- 
can war.-? 

♦  On  the  sTth  of  November  1778,  on  the  report  of  the  addrcfs, 
the  noBle  Lord  atifened  the  dire£t  contrary.  He  affirmed  upon  his 
hoaour^  l>e  khew  oothiog  of  the  order,  till  he  received  it  from  the 
fecretary  9c  war.  He  enquired  of  Lord  Amhcrft,  whether  it  was 
a  icfolution  of  cabinet,  who  anfwered  him,  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  matter,  not  b«ng  confuh^  in  military  matters,  refpedmg 
America  ;  he  was  commander  in  chief  in  England  only.  Here« 
ceived'the  order  from  his  Majefty,  and  cranfinkted  it,  to  the  fecit- 
taryacwar, 
tr/         ..  ^  •  The 
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Tke  chairman '^a8'«tA»I,  putthe^ueftonomthfi  amcod* 
ymthu 
MuTox,        Mr.  ^vifakly  thatthe.  InMidcd  effeft  of  thrmotioq,  was 
:fi  public  avowal  of  •  Ainiftersr  to  fupi^reis  all  enquiiy  inta  their 
conduft. .  -How  was  it  poflible  to  judge  whether  tl^ej  a&qd 
rrightor  wrong,  tiU.itrWere'iirft  known  whether  their  plans 
and  inftruftions  wercfoanded  inwifilom,  or  were  in  thcm- 
.'ftlves  prafticable  ?    How  could  that  be  known' but  b]r  the 
jopinion^ofofilcers^ervingon  the  fpot)   who  werp'^he  beft 
•i^g^s  how  far  the  plans  were  pi>a&icable,  -or  the  force,  adc- 
-towtc  ?   America  ;Was  loft  ;  forty  millions  and  thirty  thou- 
sand lives  had  been  already  expended  and  loft ;  the  oorrcipon- 
•ilvifce  <in  the  tabic  contained  opinions  dtametrically  oppofite 
I  to  tach  other ;  the  commander  in  chief  fays  in  his  letters  xo 
,ahQ  noble  Loid,  fecretary  to  the  An^rican  department,  ^^  I 
.  want  ^aOyOQO  men  ibr  the  enfaing  campaign,  and  I  cannot 
fa»e£b  to  fuoceed  with  >a  lefs  reinforcement/'    No^  fays,  the 
noble  Lord  in  his  anfwKri  *^.  I  cannot  let  you  hav^  fb  many : 

•  I  Qa»  let. you  have  6  or  7000,  You  are  going  to  Penfylva- 
nia,  where  gfeat  mimbturf  mil  refort  to  Uie  royal  ftandud ; 

•  you  may  by  diat  maans  recnut  your  army  to  the  neceflacy 
cMnpl«i|cnt»'*    Well,  the.  konourabl^  commander  prooteds, 

•  at  the  head  of  a  for^e  he  deems  inadequate ;  his  army  is  not 
recruited  ii^  the  manaerjferetold  by  the  noble  Lord ;  the  ope* 
ifatiom  mifcarvy*  How  then  can  the  Houfe  judgeon  this  af- 
firmative and  this  negative  ?  Only  by  knowing  from  officers 

^  of  rank  oq  the  fpot,  'Which' «of  the  two  honourable  pcrfoos 
was  in  the  right ;  he  that  faid  (uch  a  force  was  adequate,  or 
he  that  faid  fuch  a  fpr^e  was  not?  It  put  him  in  mind  of 
two  lines  in  an  old  fong,  *  '  ^ 

You  know-  yQ|]  are  in  the  rightj^ 

I  think  you  in  the  wrong. 
After;  examining  feveral  other  pafTag^s  in  Uie  corre^n-. 
1  donee,  in  the  fame  qna^ner,  and  deoonftrating  in  feveral  ia- 
fiaoces  a  contrariety  of  opinioi>  between  tliofewho  planaed, 
and  the  peribn  who  was  to  execute,  he  laid  it  down  as  the 
only  left  to  lead  to  a^uxiper  judgment,  on  the  whole  of  the 
coiidu£tof  minifters  wd  generis,  to  exatniAe  witneile&ifi^it'a 
VQC€^  to  prove  to  the  Houfe  who  was  wrp9g..and  who. was 
right.  A  refufat  on  *  the  part  of  ^drntoiftvatiqa  to  admit 
fuch  evidence,  he  contended  was  a  deat  acl^nowkdgmeat  of 
guilt ;  they  dare  not  face  the  enquiry,  becanfe  they  4itew]t 
would  lead  to  their  conviftion ;  and  Afff  new  by  the  moft 
fiiameful  evafion^ .  and  a  mere  trick  of  Vd^te^  tndeivdtntd 
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to  avoid  it^  under  the  pretence,  the  moft^feaadalotif'p^Mtte^y 
thiit  the  Houfe  was  not  competem  to  ret^ive  or  decide  tipon* 
evidence  refpeftkig  the  condof^'  of  military  commanders^ 
The  noble  Lord  in  the  bloe^  ribbon  who  had  recoarfe,  becanfc 
he  was  driven,  to  this  pJtiftat^ift,  well  knew  that  the  qacf- 
tiori  fairly  before  the  committee  was,  whether  the  plans'  were 
prafticablc,  or  the  inftrufti(g)fns  fuch  as  could  be  defended? 
Afraid  to  meet  theifine,  his  Lordfhip  raifed  an  objedion, 
which  he  knew,  if  carried  by  the  amendment,  woirid  amount' 
to  a  diifolution  of  the  committee; 

What  did  the  papers  on  the  table  prefent?  a  ftring'of  con** 
tradi&ion»'betw«en  the  general  and  the  cabinet.     The  tnihi- 
fter  at  the  head  of>tI^  iinanees,  after  feveral  breaches  of  pro-- 
nitfe  and  falfe'  predictions,  telk  th&t'Houfe,  that  the  whole 
llrength  of  thie  nation «ftiaH  be  exerted  ;  that  70,000  men  and* 
a  fuitable  navy  {ball  be  the  confequence  of  thofe  exertions. 
The  general  attd-  admiral  accept  ti{n>n  th^e  cohditions ;  the 
men  and  fhips*  are  voted;  70,600  men  appear  on  paper,  while- 
little  more  than  half  the  number  of  thtm  ever  aprpear  in  ar-^ 
ray,     America  is  lofl ;  the  general  is  blftned  for  not  per- 
forming* 4mpoffibilitiesy   and  in»poiBbilities  jpreviotrflyand' 
timely  ftated  by  him ;   but  when  «  propofition  is  made,  to* 
know  which  party  is  wrongs  or  which  is'^right :    No,  fay  tbtf. 
offenders  and  authors  of  our  misfortunes^  the  truth  can  only 
be  known  in  one^  mode  by  the  tneails  of  a  particular  fpeciea 
of  proof,  and  that  we  are  determined  you  (haH  not  hrfve, 

Si3ch  was  the*  cafe  of '  his  honourable  friend  near  him- 
[General  Burgoyne.]  That  gentleman  undertakes  a  cer- 
tain fervite  with  a  xrertain  force;  he  never  gets  half  thar 
force  ;  he  defires  difcrctionary  powers  ;  he  is  reftifcd  them. 
By  a  Ictteron  the  table,  he  disapproves  of  employing  favages ; 
he  is  coifipetied  to  employ  them.  The  noble  Lord,  who  ap- 
proved of  the  ^original  phn,  wbonegleAed  to  perform  his 
part  of  it^  Who^ftruck  out  of  it  the.  difcrctionary  power  de-' 
fifed,  who  forced  favages  inftead  of  veteran  trdopsupon  the 
commander,  refufifce  the  tcftimony  of  military  men,  for  the  . 
beft  reafon  irf  the  world,  becaufe  he  is  convinced,  that  if  ' 
military  men  were  to  give  their  opinions  on  thofe  particulars, 
they  would  aiid  ihJJtft  decide  againft  him.  The  officers  who 
ferved  under  bis  command  wouW,  he  knew,  bear  teftitaony^ 
that  faVages,'  independent  of  the  barbarity*  and  horrid  cru- 
elty of  employing  Aem,  were  rrot  to  be  depended  upon; 
that  the  force  Sva<!f  t6taliy  inadequate  to  the  felrvice;  and  that 
air  the  difficulties  and  misfortunes  that  followed,  to  the  fur- 
.    ' ..       .  render 
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tender  at  Saratega^  were  inipuuble  folely  to  the  peremptory 
coders  iidiich  the  general  undetftood  himfelf  h6ond  to  obey,* 
by  the  fkriking  ou^  of  his  original  plan  the  difcrecionary  po- 
wer prOpofedy  which  would  hare  left  him  at  liberty  to  vary 
his  operations^  according  to  tinielG^ad  circumftarices; 
^         In  th9  cdurie  of  a  fpeech  of  ^pnfiderable  length,  he  in- 
trodnced  a  great  variety  of  other  matter.     He  atttsKrked  the 
noble. Lord  af  the  head  of  the  American  departidetit,'  atfd 
the  whole  cabinet  refpe&idg  their  iniidious  condafi  .towards 
tiie  honourable  general  near  him  [Burgoynet]    He  called 
upon  the  fubordinate  inftruments  of  adminiftrdtion  td  ftand 
forth  like  men^  and  avow  their  fentioicdts.    One  learned 
gentleman  [Lord  Advdc'ate]  oh  the  firft  propofitiori  for  a 
committee,  had  fpoke  of  the  expedition  from  uanadatn  rc^ 
ry  Rrong  and  decided  termsy  and  had,  wttltt>ut  i  tittle  of 
proof,  cenfuted  the  conduct  of  the  honourable .  genefal  w&O 
commanded  it ;  the  ikme  learned  gentleman  Mad ^  more  tbaii 
a  year  fince,  found  fault  with  the  operations  of  the  grand 
army  to  the  fouthwan}*     An  honourable  friend  of  his  near 
him  rGovemor  johnftone]  had  not  been  backward  or  fhy^ 
in  pubiiciy  declaring  his  opinioits  upon  bpth  the  naval  and 
military  condu£t  of  the  American  War,  f6  had  (fcveral  odier 
gentlemen  in  that  Hottf<;&     lie  fliotild  forbear  to  lay  any  ftreis 
on  the  pamphleteers^  runners,  whifperers,  and  coSee-Houfe 
cmiiTaries  of  adminiftration ;  they  had  all  received  the  lie 
direct  from  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon.     It  Was  now 
ncetty  .clear  that  his  Lordlhip  was  not  their  employer ; 
out  as  to  thofe  gentlemen,  members  of  that  Houfe^  wh<^ 
by  their  refpeftable  fituations  and  independent  fpirit,  had 
publicly  avowed  their  opinions,  he  expe^ed  that  they  would 
have  the  candour  to  either  renounce  them  from  ccmvifiHon, 
or  maintain  them  upon  thofe  laudable  principles  on  which 
they  had  affefted  to  adopt,  or  were  willing  ftill  to  adhere  to 
them.     They  were  fpccially  called  upon  to  forward  the  en- 
quiry in  its  fulieft  extent,  or  honeftly  recant,  and  ibblcribd 
to  the  creed  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  |  <<  diat 
the  noble  admiral  and  the  honourable  general  had  acqnit* 
ted  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  fidelity  and  ikillj 
that  the  honourable  generals  narrative  brought  home  con^ 
virion  to  every  impartial  mind ;    and,  that  it  would  be 
wafting  the  time  of  the  committee  to  no  manner  of  pnrpofe^ 
unlets  the  objeft  of  future  enquiry  was  meant  to  be  dtrefted 
to   an  examinination   into  the   conduct  of  miniftars;     If 
therefore  the  noble  Lord  Ihould  objflinately  perfift  in  his 
motion^  he  made  no  doubt  but  fuch  gentlemen  as  had  ceii* 

fured 
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fuTBd  the  wSllnrf  eondurft  of  eottimsiiders  in  itidr  abfeMe' 
•«rould  be  the  ftrft,  if  they  flicndd  not  hare  changed  their 
former  Ofnnions,  to  give  an  Opfxiitnnity  to  thofe  gentlemen 
CO  exeiii|>ate  tkemfeWes,  and  of  coune  vote  agajnft  l^e 
amendment  ptxxpofed  by  the  noble  Lord. 

He  dwrett  fooie  time  on  the  great  praiies  beftowed 
on  tbe  commander  in  chief  by  the  minifters  ;  there  was 
fcarcely  a  letter  yiAktch  did  not  contain  the  moft  flatterifljg 
exprelKons,  B«t  he  mentioned  tkat  eircnmftance  only  fo 
fliew  the  treachery  of  one^  if  not  all  of  them«  The  noble 
fecretary^  while  he  was  loading  the  general  with  encomr- 
nma  on  his  zeal^  adi?ity  and  talents,  was  fecretly  undcN 
mining  bim ;  for  the  whole  correfpondehce  (hewed  that  he 
never  had,  his  coniidcnce..  When  the  genera!  gave  an  opi- 
nion, the  fecretary  anfwered  him  in  the  negative ;  he  had 
-bts  fpics  and  informers  on  the  fpot;  he  trnfted  to  theit 
information*  not  to  that  of  the  commander  in  chief;  {b 
that  while  he  made  the  general  refponfible  for  the  events 
of  the  war,  he  was^  by  means  as  fooliifa  and  prepofterous 
«a  they  were  bafe,  endeavonrii^  all  in  his  power,  to  defeat 
the  very  meaflire#  be  ieemed  &  anxions  Co  carry  ^into 
execution^ 

He  faid,  die  noble  Lord's  amendment  went  to  an  aftudT 
diflblationof  the  committee,  and  an  implied  acknowledg- 
ment of  guiH  in  adminiftration,  by  putting  a  flop  to  an 
enquiry,  which  they  dare  noc  meet ;  he  faid^  he  could  not 
fit  down  without  ftating  an  jnftance  of  their  groifeft  foi- 
ty  and  aUbrdity,  in  which  the  moft  palpable  art  had  been 
blandetf. 

They  ^rtt  approve  of  (he  operations  to  the  fouthward  ; 
t^iey  after  that  deem  to  give  a  preference  to  the  northf ep 
expedition;  and  before  tl^y  were  acqnainted  wh*ich  of  theoi 
oii^TCfdrrhe  beft  profpeA  of  fuccefs,  they  give  a  preference 
to  the  fon^hern;  and  lay  the  motives  of  their  refufal  to 
eomply  with  tl^e  requifition  made  by  tbe  general,  for  a. 
greater  foikre,  not  upon  tlje  probability,  bat  the  certainty 
of  bis  being  able  to  recruit  his  army,  to  the  deiired  com- 
plement, in  the  loyal  province  of  Penfylvanla  ! 

Lord  Hcwe  faid,  that  the  accufations  made  againft  him  Ld.  HotMt 
and  his  brother,  were  not,  as  had  been  aflcrted  by  the 
oobie  Lord  who  moved. that  the  chairman  do  leave  the 
ehair,  and  Ae  other  two  noble  Lords  in  high  office,  con- 
fined to  newfpaper  attacks,  to  convcrfations  \Vithout  doors, 
i!0  fhe  eeibe-honie  nmanrs,  and-  emiiTaries  of  adminiftration. 

Vol;  XL  Bi^b       .  Thcii        ^ 
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Their  co^duft  bad  been  publicly  armgned  io  pamphkts 
WrUten  by  perfons  in  high  credit  and  confidence  widi  nu* 
pifiers ;  by  feveral  inepibers  of  ths^t  Hc^ufe,  in  thai:  Houfe, 
|n  the  face  of  the  nauop ;  ^nd  hj  fome  of  gitat  credit  ajad 
refpe£t  in  their  public  charadf^rs^  known  to  be  counte* 
nanced  by  adnjiniftration  [alluding  to  Governor  Johnftooc 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland^  &c.]  Ooeof  ihemin 
particular  [I^Ir.  Tohnilone]  had  made  the  moft  diicft  fpedfic 
charges^  and  had  in  a  ipanner  pledged  himfelf  tP  }^  Houfc 
f  o  briijg  them  for^ard^  at  le^ft  tp  fepoqd  a  motipn  for  an 
enquiry.  Miniflers,  though  their  di4>atches  were  filled 
yvith  the  fullcft  tcftimqny  of  approhatipQ  of  their  conduft^ 
femained  filent,  lyhen  general  ccnfufcs  ver^  pafled  up- 
pq  bin)»  and  his  bix>th^r  in  their  abfepce;  find  finco 
their  return,  never  ^ofe  (o  coptradi^l  them  in  their  pie- 
fence.  They  fiiade  general  anf^yers^  that  they  did  pot  se- 
cure the  cc^mmandersy  but  that  th^y  ircre  res^ly  to  meet  an 
enquiry  at  finy  time ;  yet  the  firft  ii^ftant  ap  enquiry  into 
the  conduit  of  bimfclf  ^nd  the  honoprable  gpnepil  nfar  him 
is  propofecl^  they  ^y  from  it^  and  reif))|fe  the  oply  means 
]9iat  the  nature  of  the  bu^e{^  adpiits^  fpr  the  difcoyery  am4 
clifcuffion  of  truth.     . 

•  The  noble  Lord  in  the  Ijltie  ribbop^  it  is  true,  pafled 
Tome  commendations  on  the  condu^  of  the  commander  ixk 
chief;  but  cautioufly  qualified  theip  by  filiying,  that  though 
ho  perfon  appeared  to  accufe  hipi,  it  did  nqt  fplloiy  that  he 
ilood  acquitted  ip  t^e  opinion  of  his  pountiy.  That  circum- 
ftance  wiped  off  no  Aj^in  nor  crime  that  he  might  b^  ac- 
cuftd  of;  that  was  the  proper  bulinefs  of  another  (ribunaU 
He  joined  in  opinion  with  the  poble  Lord,  but  be,  at  the 
fame  time,  looked  upon  it  tq  be  a  ipoft  cniel  circumftance, 
^o  keep  a  man  in  a  fituation  where  he  itopd  accufed  be- 
fore the  public,  and  deny  hi^  the  means  pf  prpvipg  bis  in- 
poccncc.  The  objeft  of  the  enquiry  was  to  pifcovey  if  there 
was  any  ground  for  an  accufation  of  hini  or  his  brother* 
*tf  it  ihould  be  flopped,  they  mufl  continue  under  a  load  of 

i>pblic  obloquy,  without  a  poflibility  of  ever  clearing  them- 
elves  froin  the  various  imputations  m^e  againft  them,  or 
t^ey  muf^  have  their  condu^  enquired  into  by  a  military 
tribunal,  •  *  ' 
M'-  P«w/-  •  ^i-;  Demfjier^  after  fpeaking  Xo  the  general  queftiqn,  con* 
^*  tepdcd,   tliat  the  prefent  vva!s  the  firu  inftance  known   in 

the  annals  o^  Parliament,  that  a  reference  of  an  pr<ler  of 
thp  Houie  to  a  committee  was  clogged  with  an  amendment 

made 
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inadp  in  libit  cammittee:  The  order  6f  the  Hoiife  ms  td 
examine  witiieiTes ;  the  amendment  imported  a  negative 
tothatorder^  at^ofcourfe  invent  to  1^  fuhuantial  cphtradic* 
tibn  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe.  Lord  C^rriwallis  had; 
with  GQnfent  of  the  other.  Honfe^  becri  ordered  to  be  exlmin- 
fed.  The  aniendmeiit,  if  carried^  which  was  in  efFcAane^ 
gatiye df  the. main  queftion^  and  wonld  prove  fo,  would 
thentont^ift  the  order  for  examining  the  t^oble  Lord: 

Right  Hon;  T.  tawr^hcnd  faid,  that  the  condnft  of  ^^^*^^\ 
noble  Li^rd  who  moved  for  the  difloiutioif  of.  the  coinmittce,' Aiit  '* 
Was  much  more  open^  fair;  and  explicit^^  thah  that  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  bine  ribboii,  who,  meadin^  the  fame 
'  thing,  wa»  afhamed  to  «vow  it,  yet  by  his  oKotion  ftrovet  to 
defeat  the  enquiry  ay  effednalty  sis  the  other. 

Colcfncl  Biorri  dcfired  that  the  otirinat  order  for  the  at-  Cal.  kitri. 
tendance  0f  Lord  Cornwaliis  might  d$  read/bv  the  clerk/^ 
which  l^iiig  reful  aCcdfdinglyj  the  order  fpecified,  '*  That 
Lord  Cornwalli*  be  ordered  to  atten(|  this  Home  on  thdr 
29th  of  April,  to.  be  examined  on  the  fubje£t  matter  of  the 

Bpersi  &c/'  Here  wa^  ai)  exprefs|  general  otdbr  Of  the 
oufe,  whtch^  if  the  noble  Lord^s  amendriient  fhould  pafs^^ 
and  the  amended  qucftioti  recfeive  8^  negative^  the  confe*^^ 
^uence  t^ould  be.  that  the  ord?r^  of  the  Houfe  would  be  fk^' 
trificed  in  order  to  Iqreen  mihiftefs  from  puhifliment;  be<!^ 
taufe  the  order  for  Lord  Cornv^allb's  e^aminatiori  wduld 
be  prevented  by  a  rcfolmipn  come  to  in  the  cotnniitteei 

The  Lord  Jdvocau  of  Scotland  prefaced  his  fpccch  with  The  Urd 
two  obfervation^ ;  firft^  that  the  Hoiife  had  no  jurifdiAion  ^fd^oett^  / 
whatever^  for  they  cpuld  neitJier  condemn  hor  acquit ;  fc-  ^^^^"^' 
condly,  ^at  He  (nouid  hot  have  fpol^e  at' all,  were  it  not 
^or  allufionl  made  to  expreifiohs  ^hicU   bad   fallen  frodi 
him  in  former  debates;     Ht  rofe  to  a^ow  th9fe  fehtiments 
imputed  to  .him,'  which,  be  ffill  retained;    He  faid  then^ 
that  as  loon  as  the  grand  army  went  to  the  fouthward,  he 
gav^  up  all  hopes  of  fuccei^^    rie  believed  that  to  be  the 
cafe,*  and  that  the  mifcarnage  of  the  nortixerti  'army  wad 
the  caufe  of  all  our  fubfeqpent  dif^pointmehts  and  ittisfor-^ 
tunes  which  happened;     He  then  proceeded  to  anfWef,  in  ji 
very   dtilin£k  manner^  fuch  parts  of  General    Burgoyne'^ 
fjpeech  as  related  to  hi$  juftiiication;     His  Chief  argument* 
was,  that  the  general  looked  upon  himfelf  to  be  peremp* 
torily  borund  to  force  his  way  to  Albany ;  but  it  wal  plain 
that  could  not   be,   becaufe  hi^   correfppiiidence  with  Sit 
Henry  Clintoil  plainly  deiiionftrated^  that  ht  looked  upoa 
£ib  z.  himfeiyf 
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hfmfdf  mvcftid  with  %  diftrctioiwry  p(Wer;  otftefwifelie 
eaotd  never  have  advifed  with  Sir  Hcfiry  whether  he  (kould 
attempt  to  make  Iiifi  way  to  Albany^  or  endeavour  to  effec- 
tuate a  retreat  to  Ticonderoga. 

t^i^^rih^  Lofd  fl^tb  made  a  fhort  reply,  recurring  to  hrt  former  ar- 
fi;uinent  reipeSing  the  incompetency  of  that  H<)u!c  to  de- 
cide upon  miiitfry  matters.  Hvs  Lordfbip  an(Vrfered  Lord 
Howe  and  Mr,  Fox,  upon  his  foppcfed  approbation  aiwl 
acquittal  of  the  boflooraMo  commander  in  chief*  He  Wa<  no 
jrUcfge,  nor  did  not  by  any  'means  undertake  or  prcfhme  to  de- 
cide any  fartber  Aan  bis  private  c^imon  on  the  papers  on 
the  tabk,' which  could  fignify  very  little  one  way  or  the  oAer, 
uninformed  aa.tae  wa^  and  unequal  as  faemuft  be  todietafk* 
There  was  a  iegal  andr  proper  tribunal,  wBere  fbch  en* 
'  quiries  couki  be  legally  or  property  entertained.  The  opi- 
Dtion  of  tl^t  Houfe,  in  favour  of  the  honourable  con^manders, 
was  a  very  honourable  teftimony,  but  fttll  it  was  no  more* 
It  was  no  acquittal ;  tbat  c<>uld  onljr  be  tfS^td'  by  a  de-^ 
eificvi  of  their  peers,  in  the  n^nner  and  by  the  mode 
which  the  conftitutlon  had  prefcribed.  As  far  asha'cdoid 
yoitute  to  pronounce,  no  fueh  enquiry'  was  ptccfkryj  but 
i£  the  parlies  concerned  [Lditl  and  Oiftieral  Hi6weJ  fttouM 
prefs  for  if,  he  mside  no  d6ubt  that  they  would  be  fcnmd 
to  have  performed  their  duty  like  able  and  giiHttnr  officers. 

Sir  EJward  •    Sbt  EHwurd  jijltiy  fpoke  for  the  enquiry,  contending  tfcat 

4fikf\     ^  it  could  not  be  defeated,  without  being  guilty  of  the  moft 
'  maai  fcft  injuftice. 

^uonftvr.  Colonel  Onjhw  &id,  he  was  one  of  the  perfom  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gemlcmart  [Mr.  Fox]  whofiwfcc  fonte  time 
ftnce;  anid  as  he  vvas  called  upon,  he  tofe  to  avow  bf^ 
former  opinions,  that  going  to  the  fouthward,  bad  b^A  ifie 
caafe.of  the  misfortune  wbicb*  happened  at  Saratoga,  and 
the  mifcarrkgc  of  tlie  Arncrican  war.  Nfty  more^  he  vra* 
jiot  unwiKinff  to  affirm,  tliat  the  war  might  havebeen  cruih- 
ed  in  the  Arft  inftance,  if,  on  the  day  the  rebcU  hjrf  been 
defeated  on  Loiiglfland,  the  23d  f^imentof  foot  andtbc 
greiaaidiers  of  the  army  oh  the  riglit,  under  vnat  very  gal- 
kint  and  diftinguiibed  officer,  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  bad"  not 
been  prevented  from  forcing  the  tenemy^s  lines.  Be  was 
an  honeft  man';  he  would  r{xrak  his^  mind;  be  was  a  wbtg^; 
aod  if  an  enqui/ylhould  rake  place,  he  hoped  it  woufd^  bein- 
ftitmed  before  a  proper  tribunaL  '  ' 

^Sir  wmam      "^^  William  JHf&we  (aid,  he  thou^t  fheb^mouraUe  g<atbs- 

Jinct.  tuimJ^<^h9CU  i^adM- premature  tnbts dMervsftioos,  and cfon^ 
*;...-.  I  •  tradiftory- 
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tradiftdry  in  the  conelufion.  29o  proof  relftri^Qtothc  faftr 
waa  before  the  conimtttee,  The  honourable  gentlehiaii 
i^idy  the  Houfe  was  not  competent  to  enqmre  and  decidb  ; 
and  jet  as  an  individual  .of  that  badjf  he  vefitared  to  decide 
upon  his  condud.  He  afibred  the  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  that  be  was  gtofistjr  mifinformed ;  and  that  as  foch 
a  dired  charge  had  boiRi  made  in  that  Houfe,  he  thought 
it  aA  additional  reafbn  ,  that  that  Houfe  (hould  imrdUgate 
it  and  fee  whether  it  was  well  or  ilUfotinded. 

Sir  WfWiam  A^i£fb  contended,  that  there  was  not «  pof(>  sir  mi&tm. 
filMtttyof  feparating  the  two  objefts,  the  oonduft  cf  mini^iUcriifo^. 
fters  and   of  miUtacj  cocnniaiider^.     The   former  cotdd 
not  be  judged,  without  knowing  how  far  their  pbnt  went 
or  were  not  prafiKcable ;  nor  the  latter  without  knomng 
and  meafuring  the  means  which  had  been  pot  into  their 
hands.    He  fpoke  likewife  to  the  pmnt  of  order,  and  la- 
ment^ that  the-  particular  iltuation  of  anjr  iet  of  men, 
ihotiM  obUge  thefld  to  empiof  their  influence  over  the  Houfe, 
in  fiich  a  manner  a»  to  maka  a  furrender  of  their  own- 
privileges  ;  and  inftead  of  order  and  regulation^  imrodiiee  bjn 
To  ill-founded  a  precedent.  In  their  place,  what  muft  be 
inevitably  introdvAorjr  of  anarchy  and  confufion^ 

Sir  George  Savik  promifid  admioifkration,  in  cafe  of  a-Siri^^rit 
fuccefsful  divifion,  that  they  would  be  welcome  to  his  vote^^'>'>^ 
to  totally  diflblve  the  Committee ;  for  hi  bis  opinion,  any 
farther  inveftigation  would  be  to  do  purpoie^  He  (poke 
very  fully,  and  laughed  at  the  flimfy  pretence  of  the  nobto^ 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  fuppoftd,  that  the  pfe- 
fent  was  a  military  enquiry  Or  trial;  wbefeaa  his  Lord«^ 
fbip  knew'  that  the  objefi  in  l4ew  was,  whether  the  evi-^ 
dence  to  be  deliveied  at  the  bar  waa  fueb  as  might  rdn^ 
der  a  military  enquiry  neceflary. 

Mr.  :^rAr  fsud,  the  noblft  Lofd^ih  &e  Mue  ribbon  would  Mr.  JM*. 
'not  accufe  i:  the  other  nobid  Lord,  the  Atnerican  fecreury, 
would  'not  aecuie*  What  »  ridieutous  farce  it  Was !  Had 
not  a  leatiitd  gentleman,  daily  making  rapid  ftrides  to 
the  primate  of  miniflerial  fstvoufj  accufed,  and  With  great 
^an<feur,  ipecifically  accnfid  ?  It  is  true  the  learned  gen- 
.  tlcman  had  charged  his  fiSe  of  the  Houfe  with  want  of 
meafon  and  arguitient;  the  charge  might  be  true,  but  of 
aH  perfi^ns  in  th;at  quarter^  he  expeded  6ich  a  charge  iekflr 
of  all  from  the,  learned  gehdeman ;  becaufe,  with  catid^cw^ 
sQMf  optiitiers^  aild  in  a*  dkeft  careef  to  hTs.  p<HQi:,  he  t^ 
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ttr  kfiiw  ao  honourable  gentlcmaii  d<^  or  inCUi^  bSm* 
iclf  lefty  with  either  reafon  or  airguiiieDt. 

Geaeni         General  Cmwo^  called  upon  miniftera.  to  dectait  .whe- 

^^^'^^'  XbtT  they  dfsnied  the  competency  of  the  Hbdfe^  to  infUtute , 
or  proceed  upon  fuch  an  en<iuir7  i  Ht  dated  them  )to  .the 
aflertion ;  and  protefted,  during*  the  thirty  y^artf  be  had  fat 
in  Parliament,  he  never  faw  fo  grofft  ait  atteoipt  ta  vi6^ 
late  the  inherent  and  conftitotional  privileges  Of  that  Houfe  ;. 
'  whetlxer  in  refpeft  to  the  breach  of  order^  or  which  was  of 

infinitely  greater  coniequence,  the  denying  diat  diat  Honfe 
had  a  right  of  inquifitorial  jurifilidion  over  every  depart-^ 
ment  in  the  ftate,  every  efiabliflunent|  civile  military,  and 
criminal*. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Lord    Nortn's   amendmcni^ 
and 'the  Houie  divided,  ayes  189,  noes  155. 
The  debate  recommenced  on  the  main  queftion; 

Co),  ian/.  Colonel  Barri  moved,  in  the  very  terms  of  the  order  of 
tlxe  Houfe,  ^'  That  Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in,  and  ex* 
amined  refpeAing  die  fubjeft  matter  of  the  papers  referred 
to  faid  committee.' '  The  colonel  faid,  that  the  committee 
could  not,  without  a  direfl:  violation  of  the  eftablifhed 
and  incontrovertable  ufages  of  Parliament,  contradid,  by 
a  vote  ip  committee,  an  order  of  reference  made  to  it  by 
the  Houfc. 

But  nothing  new  was  offered,  and  the  Houfe,  after  about 
half  an  hour^  difcuflioB,.  divided  a  fecond  time,  ayes  158,- 
^         noes  1 8b. 

ItirA  Ntrti.  Jjq^  North  faid,  that  the  Houfe  could  not,  omiiftently 
with  juftice,  and  the  nature  of  the  confticudon  of  fucti 
an  auembly,  hear  or  determine  upon  military  matters^  the 
proper  cognizance  of  which  could  only  be  decided  upooi 
by  profeflional  men. 

Mr.  JRv.  ■  Mr.  Sox  difapprovcd  of  every  thing  urged  by  the  noble 
Lord.  He  brought  the  whole  contvoveriy  to  this  iftoe* 
The  commanders  have  done  theic  duty ;  they  want  to  prove 
it,  Minifter&  arc  confcious  of  their  incapacity  and  guilt; 
they  attempt  to  evade;  they  Ihrink  add  fly  from  the  en- 
quiry, confcious,  that  if  gone  into,  it  muft  terminate  in 
thfeir  difmiffion  and  coafequent  punifliment. 

ViuBurLi.  Mr.  Burkt  inftanced  a  great  number  of  particulars  wfiere 
the  commanders  had  been  blamed,  that  called  for.  the  evi- 
dence of  military  men,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  trntfi^  not 
of  th^  piiopriety  of  military  mancsuvres  of  a  jej^iipj^at,  aco- 
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lttlnll^  a  detachment,  or  efen  the  manoeuvres  of  the-  i>holc 
army,  but  refpefiing  points  merely  delibenttve  and  political  ^ 
fuch  as,  whether  it  was  better  to  attack  Wafliington  when 
ftrongly  pofted  in  the  Jerfies  i  to  go  up  the  North  River,  or 
to  go  to  Penfylvania  ? '  to  pufh  the  provincials  at  Long  Ifland  } 
whether  to  ftop  farther  purfuit  at  the  White  Plains,  ice  t 
Thefe  were  matters,  none  of  which  could  be  cjecided  upon 
^thont  taking  the  opinions  of  profeflional  men  on  the  fpot, 
who  knew  the  country,  were  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
refiftance  expeAed  to  be  made,  and  the  real  motives  which 
gave,  oi;  did  not  give,  the  preference  to  the  meafures  adoptrd 
pn  thofe  feverai  occafions.  To  ftop  fuch  information,  there* 
fore,  bv  a  vote  of  that  Houfe,  was,  in  faA,  ftoppiiig  an  en- 
c^uiry  into  the  conduA  of  adminiftration  ;  for  if  the  com* 
blander  had  aded  right,  it  followed,  that  the  meafures  of 
policy  were  dilated  by  weaknefs  and  ignorance,  and  how  at- 
tempted to  l>e  covered  and  fcreened  by  the  moft  (hameful  and 
criminal  evafion  and  impofition. 

Sir  Gtorgi  Tinge  fpoke  to  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  and  ex-  Sir  Cmrff 
preiled a  mixture  of  contempt  and  pity  for  the  fituation  the  ^•V* 
noble  Lord  had  been  forced  into  by  venturing  to  ftake  his 
credit  a'nid  cbarader,  in  r«ip[>ort  of  a  fet  of  men  in  office,  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  utterly  ^lefpicable  and  detefted  even 
by  a  majority  of  that  Houfe. 

'  Lord  Ndrth  felt  $ir  GeoVge^s  expreffions  very  fenfibly ;  and  u.  NtrO. 
faid,  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe  and  the  public  for  the  juftifi- 
cation  of  his'cbndudi'and  the  reAitude  of  his  intentions. 

The  queftion  was  put  upon  Colonel  Barrels  motion,  and 
was  negatived  without  a  dtvifion. 

April  lo. 

Order  of  the  day  to  go  into  a  committer  on  the  judges*  fa- 
laries. 

Sir  Geirgi  Saviti  took  the  lead  in  the  bufinefs,  and  having  sir  Gmgi 
acquainted  the  Houfe  why  he  thought  it  expedfcnt  that  an  ^*w>''* 
augmen^tion  (hould  be  made  tp  the  judges'  falaries  (particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  £ngli(h  judges)  moved,  that  the  feverai  ac- 
counts of  the  net  falaries,  and  pierquifites  of  the  twelve  £n- 
gliih  judges  might  be  read,  which  being  done,  an  account  of 
the  annual  inbomes  of  the  Welch  and  Scotch  were  alfo  read. 

This  bi^dght  on  a  debate,  confined  chiefly  to  Sir  George 
Savile's  motion,  •*  That  the  fumof  3600I.  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty  in  order  to  enabelhim  to  augment  the  falaries 
of  the  nine  i)u}fne  judges  of  England/'  ^ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Gru*  Mr.  Cnmnth^  ilicr  proMKiig  •  fijieere  rtg^i  fcr  that  moft 
^^*  r«(peA«ble  and  louti^  krvich  et  tkm  law,-  ckdarod,  it  wu 
chiffl]^  from  tlie  priaciplft  of  ii^^ic  oDCOfioaiy,  iwftiUcd  into 
hit  ntiui  Vy  bit  father, « and  bia  fcnfe  of  the  duty  be  owed 
hit  cooftituenta,  that  he  felt  it  ineunbent  00  bioa  tooppofe 
the  motion  of  bit  honourable  frieod  ^  tbit,  be  faid,  waj  not 
A  time  for  <hch  augamitatioiit  and,  at  he  (kw  no  jiiA  grouad 
I  fat  the  appliouioa,  he  thought  it  wouM  be  very  indelicate  in 
llian  to  diftinguifli  any  particular  fee  of  learned  ^eiitlemeo 
•a  more  wotthy  than  the  reft  ;  he  fliould  therefore,  mthe  firft 
inftapice,  vote  for  givUig  a  general  fweep  to  the  qveftton  at 
large,  by  oiovtog  for  the  chairman  to  leave  tbe  chair.  Mr. 
Grcnville  dated  the  ffilariet  of  the  dilFerent  judgea  as  follov : 
Chief  Jttftice  of  the  King*a  Beach,  clear  of 

.  all  dedoAions,  per  annum    .  *—       £.  4000    o    0 

Chief  Jtiftice  of  the  Common  Pleat,  dear  of 
.    al)  MttAiont,  per  annum  -*^  300Q   o   0 

Places  in  the  gift  of  each  (generally  fold] 

per  annam  '  ■■  •    1500    o  0 

The  falariea  of  the  puifiie  judges,  clear  mo* 

ney'  — ^  i6op   o  0 

Welch  tad  get,  according  to  their  abiliiiea  al  the  bar,  and  i 

(^idTfof  Sool.  per  annum* 
Stotch  judges,  quantum  fuff. 

A  mocioA  was  then  made  that  the  chairman  do  leave  the 
chair* 
McTn»i>/*     lAt.TvwMfhini  fecoaded  Mr.  Granville,  and  highl]r  con- 
•^*  mended  the  noble  and  independent  ^Uit  of  that  gcstleman  ; 

he  called  it  one  of  the  boldeft  parliamentary  mps  be  ever 
knew  to  oppofe  the  wifiics  of  ib  many  lawyers  and  friends  of 
the  law  to  their  faces.  His  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of 
the  propofitions  at  this  time  was  the  fame  as  his  friend's,  but 
be  thcew  a  new  light  upon  tbe  fubjeA.  He  called  upon  the 
miniflors,  if  it  was  neeeflary  to  encreafe  the  fabriet  of  the 
judges,,  it  ought  to  be  done  out  of  the  civil  lift,  and  not  ouc 
of  tbe  puhlic  purfe  ^  but  the  eiinifter,  be  (aid,  waa  oecono- 
mic^  wbon  >ny  thing  waaaiked  from  the  civil  lift,  as  he  w» 
lavifli  of  the  public  money. 
Bir  Gwrit  Sic  Gt9rg4  Twge  acknowledged  his  intenuoa  of  voting  for 
Ttngt.  ih^  augmentation  when  be  came  down  la  the  Houf^f,  but 
.  faid,  he  now  really  thought  the  reafon  given  by  the  two  gentle- 
men were  unanfwerable;  he{hould,therefore,  moft  heartily  join 
them  in  opinion,  efpecially  upon  lecolk^Uon^  that  wbenevef 
a  vacancy  happened  in  either  of  our  courts  at  Wcftminfter- 
hall,  or  an  appointment  to  a  Welch  oif  Scotch  judgefhip,  the 
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casvas  amdngft  t!be!r  friends,  was  as  eager  as  to  ^n  arclibt« ' 
ibopridc^  which  fuiEcientiy  proved^  that  the  gobdnefs  of  the 
falaries  was  a  very  defiraMe  objed. 

The  Lford  Adv9tattj  the  Attorney  General.,  and  others,  fpoke  Lora  Mm* 
in  favour  of  the  augmehtations  ;  the  queftion  wais  put  again  ^tf''»  ^^ 
to  leave  the  chsrir  and  report  a  progrefs^ 

Queftion-  ^  leave*  the  chair  put,-  and  carried  in  the  nega<* 
tive  ;  aftevwhi^h  ttie  mainqueftron  was  put  and  agreed  to. 
Another  CdtiveWUrion  then  took  plate,  another  motion  WHS 
foon  after  made,  **  -  That  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair 
and  re|x>rt  the  refoltrtion  to  the  Houfe/'  Queftion  was  put 
and  the  Houfe  dii^ded. 

Tellers  Mr*  QreAviUe  and  Mu  Dempfter ;  aye^  33  \  noes 
50.  '  ' 

A  motion  wgs  next  made  and  the  queftion  put,  that  the 
fum  of  500I.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty^  tojcnable  his  Maje*' 
fty  to  augment  the  falary  of 'the  chief  baron  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  ;  a  few  metnbers  fpoke  in  favour  of  this  motion^ 
begging  the  Houfe  to  confider,  that  there  were  no  places 
of  aAifequenc^  in  the  gift  of  the  chief  baron,' as  had  been 
arHedged  as  a  reafoh  for  not  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the 
two  other  chiefs,  and  his  character  for  ability,  honour,  and 
integrity,  was  well  known  to  the  Houfe ;  they,  upon  that 
ground,  agreed  that  the  motion  was  fair  and  reafonabie,  and 
cherefdi'e  voted  accordingly. 

Another  motion  was  then  made^  and  the  queftion  put^ 
**  that  the  Chairman -do  now  leave  the  chair,"  atld'the  Houfe 
again  divided. 

Tellers  Mr.  Townflied  and  Mr.  Rice  \  ayes  40  \  noes  39. 

The  following  refolutions  were  cpme  to  by  the  committee : 

ift.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
fumdf  36^01.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  augmehting  the 
fataries  of  the  puifne  judges  of  the  court  of  King's-bcnch,;^ 
commoh-'pleas,  and  barons  of  exchequer,  being  after  the  rate- 
of  40&1.  per  annum  to  each. 

2d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  fum 
of  500I;  be  granted  to  his  Ms^efty  as   an  augmentation  of 
the  falary  of  the  chief  baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer* 
'  Adjourtied  to  May  3. 

May  3, 

This  day,  as  foon  as  the  private  buflnefs  was  over,  Colonef  CoL  M^niit 
Barrii  repeated  his  motion  of  April  29,  which,  he  obfervcd,' 
had  been  negatived  without  a  divifidii.     It  Was  conceived  in 
Ihe  terms  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  made  before  the  Ekfter 
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rccrfs,  for  a  nwflagc  to  be  fcnt  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  defirtng 
t^at  that  Houfc  would  give  leave  to  Earl  CornwalHs,  one  of 
their  members,  to  attend  a  conunittee  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  fubj:£b  matter  of  the  American  papers,  in 
confequence  of  this  order,  he  faid,  his  Lordlhip  had,  with 
the  confent  of  the  Houfe  of  which  he  is  a  member,  com- 
plied with  that  order.  He  waa  in  waiting  the  laft  day 
the  committee  fat  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  committee  was  form- 
ed, a  motion  was  made  by  a  noble  Lord  over  the  .way  [Lord 
Nugent]  that  the  chairman  do  leav^?  the  chair,  which,  in 
fad,  went  to  a  direct  diiToIution  of  the  committee,  and  was 
of  courfe  an  avowed  declaration  on  the  part  {of  the  noble 
Lord,  that  no  fuch  enquiry  ought  to  be  farther  proceeded  up- 
on. This  was  open  and  explicit,  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  To  far  as  it  referred  to  the  nature  aqd  objeA  of  the  en- 
quiry itfelf* 

Another  noble  Lord,  who  meant  exaSly  the  fame  thing, 
but  who  had  not  the  courage  to  avow  it,  pretended  to  difa- 
gree  with  his  noble  friend.  No,  fays  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  *^  I  will  not  fecond  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
moved  for  the  diiToIutton  of  the  committee.  We  ought  to 
have  an  enquiry,  there  ought  to  be  an  enquiry  into  the  con- 
dud 'o^minifters,  but  it  mall  be  on  a  fpecific  charge,  and 
no  evidence  Ihall  be  received  refpeding  military  matters  ;" 
that  is,  you  may  enquire  into  any  thing,  but  the  fubje£l 
matter  of  the  papers-;  the  papers,  fa  far  as  they  apply  to  the 
conduct  of  the  ijvar,  fplcly  refped  military  matters— <he 
committee  may,  however,  proceed  upon  any  fubjed  they 
pleafc,  but  what  they  were  exprefsly.  convened  to  enquire 
into. 

Having  fhewn  what  he  called  the  fallacy  and  abfurdi- 
ty  of  fuch  language,  he  entered  into  a  (hort  narrative  of 
what  pafled  in  the  committee  the  laft  night,  and  ibewcd,  by 
arguments  fuch  as  thefe,  the  noble  Lord  had  been  able  to 
defeat  the  enquiry  much  more  fuccefsfully,  than  if  be  had 
fupported  his  uobie  friend  in  his  motion  for  the  chairman's 
leaving  the  chair. 

He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  difcufEon,  how  far  the 
noble  Lord's  arguments  were  or  were  not  joftifiable  j  the  pb- 
jedof  his  intended  motion  was  merely  to  fupport  the  order 
of  proceeding.  The  order  as  above  ftated,  was  for  the  at- 
tendance of  Lord  ^  Cornwallis  ;  when  this  order  came  ta  be 
carrit^d  into  execution,  the  committee  refufed  to  obey  what 
the.Hpufc  had  previoufly  determined.  He  did  not,  it  was  true, 
.Cake  tlie  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  regularly  by  dividing  it;  but 
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from  the  fate  of  the  two  other  queftions,  which  amounted  in 
fubftance  and  effed  to  the  faine  thing,  and  from  the  general 
and  evident  complexion  of  the  Houfe,  he  avoided  a  oivifion 
to  prevent  unnecefiary  trouble.  It  was  then  a  very  late 
hour  ;  the  committee  was  fatigued  ;  the  queftion  had  been 
artfully  entangled  and  buried  m  fubtilty  and  extraneous  mat* 
ter,  &c«  He  could,  therefore,  eafily  make  allowances  for 
honourable  gentlemen  being  mifled  into  a  refolution,  to 
which  they  would  not  have  confented  in  a  cooler  moment 
after  having  ttme  to  rcfleft.  The  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  the 
order,  and  rule  of  its  proceedings,  and  its  credit  and  repu* 
tation  without  doors,  were  the  motives  far  his  prefcnt  trou* 
ble.  Every  individual  member  of  that  Houfe,  the  Houfe  ' 
itfeir,  and  the  public  at  large,  were  eiTentially  concerned  in 
the  queftion.  He  therefore  begged  leave  to  move,  ^*  That 
Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in  and  examined,  touching  the 
fubjed  matter  of  the  papers  on  the  table,  refpeding  the  con- 
dua  of  the  American  war." 

Mr*  Dunning  feconded  the  motioii,  who  faid,  he  had  not  ^'»  ^n** 
been  prefent  at  the  former  debate,  in  which  the  niotioA  now  "*'• 
made  by  his<  honourable  friend  had  received  a  negative.  It 
would  be  therefore  underftood,  that  he  did  not  rite  to  fpeak 
to  the  merits  of  the  queftion,  but '  merely  to  the  point  of 
order.  It  might  be  competent  to  the  noble  Lord  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  as  iirft  propofed,  or  it  might 
not;  it  might  be  very  proper  to  prevent  witnefles  to  be 
heard  refpe£tmg  military  points  ;  but  being  abfent  on  par^^ 
ticular  buiinefs  it  was  not  fit  for  him  to  preuime  to  determine 
one  way  or  the  other ;  he  only  rofc  to  the  point  of  order, 
and  he  ihould  not  offer  a  fingle  fyllaUe  refpefting  the  pro-* 
priety  or  impropriety  of  receiving  military  evidence,  till  by 
jeicmding  the  refolution  come  to  in  the  committee,  he  (hould 
make  his  way  fairly  to  the  main  queftion. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  the  Honfe,  in  the  exercife  of 
its  authority,  ordered,  on  the  neceiTary  conditions  ufual  oa 
fuch  occaiiohs,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  do  attend,  in  order  to 
be  examined  touching  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  papers  then 
lying  on  the  table.  The  papers  are  accordingly  read,  and 
when  a  motion  is  made  for  calling  in  the  noble  -Lord,  the 
committee  fays^  No  i  it  is  true,  we  have  been  appointed  by  a 

Eower  competent  to  direA  and  controul  our  proceedings, 
ttt  we  win  not  obey  y  we  will  not  examine  Lord  Corn- 
wallis. 

Ccc  a  ^  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


379  PARLIAMENTARY      A,  ^1J% 

The  point,  therefore,  which  the  Houfe  was  cidlecl  tipon  to 
'      deckto  wal  limply  this ;  Shall  the  Houfe  contronl  and  direA 
a  committee  appointed  by  itfclf,  or  fhall  tlw  comoiittoe  con- 
troul  and  dircft  the  Houfe  ? 

He  hoped  he  had  ftated  the  matter  fairly  before  he  fat 
fJown  ;  however,  he  recommended  to  the  Houfe,  to  ferioafly 
jconfider  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  giving  a  negative 
to  the  motion  propofed  by  his  honourable  friend ;  in  his  opi- 
nion, no.thing  (hort  of  a  total  fubvcrfion  of  th«  tew  of  Par- 
liament, (b  far  as  it  rcfpcfted  the  proceedings  of  that  Houfe, 
and  the  introduftion  confcquently  of  diforder  and  confn- 
fion,"  ^ 

td.l^orth.  Lord  North  faid,  as  to  the  point  of  order,  he  was  appa* 
rently  not  prcpaired  to  fpcak,  for  his  argument  was  this  ;  that 
committees  ot  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe  itfelf,  were 
almoft  analogous,  and  their  powers  co-extenfive ;  fo  that 
in  reality  the  difFcrcnce  between  the  orders  of  one,  and  the 
refoUitions  of  the  other,  fubftantially  imported  the  fame  thing. 
They  were,  on  queftions  of  importance,  equally  well  attend* 
ed ;  the  diflfcrcnce,  in  his  appreheniion,  was  little  more  than 
whether  the  fpeaker  was  in  the  chair,  or  whether -one  of  the 
piembcrs  prcfided  pro  tempore  in  his  place.  As  to  the  point 
pf  order  therefore,  which  was,  the  only  objeftion  ftated  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  or  his 
learned  friend  who  rofe  to  fecond  it,  he  heard  nothing  urged 
fufficient  ]to  induce  the  Houfe  to  refcind  or  contradift  the  re- 
folution  in  the  committee. 

The  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  acknowledged,  he 
had  not  been  prefent  at  the  preceding  debate  ;  it  might  be 
the  cafe  of  feveral  other  honourable  members ;  he  would, 
with  the  confentof  the  Houfe,  ftate  the  tranfaftions  of  that 
evening ;  for  in  faft,  though  the  motion  made  by  tjie  ho- 
pourable  gentleman  profeiled  nothing  more  than  the  refto* 
ration  of  the  order  of  proceeding  of  that  Houfe,  the  event 
would  involve  in  it  a  qucftion  of  the  firft  importance. 

The  order  for  the  attendance  of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  the 
point  from  which  the  miftake  originated.  It  was  worded  in 
the  cuftomary  manner,  by  way  of  meflage  to  the  other  Houfe, 
which  prefcribes  the  terms  in  which  the  meiTage  ought  to  be 
worded^  wherein  the  reafon  and  objeft  of  the  application 
muft  be  fet  forth ;  firft,  that  the  other  Houfe  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  matter  to  which  one  of  their  body  is  to  be 
examined,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of- the  reqoeft; 
fecondly,  that  in  cafe  the  Houfe  (hould  giv^  leave^  die  noble 
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Lord  whofe  attendance  is  called  for,  may  be  at  Uberty  to    , 
attend  or  refufe. 

This  was  the  original  zsiVtSt  of  the  prefcnt  embarraflmcnt ; 
the  other  witneflR»  ordend  «  attend,  had  a  common  order  of 
attendance  ferved  upon  them ;  which  plainly  (hewed,  that 
the  Houfe  made  no  fpeci6c  order  to  examine  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  the  fubjeft  matter  of  Jhe  papers,  farther  than  they 
were  obliged  to  comply  with  the  forms  of  communication, 
^ftabliftied  on  fuch  occafions  between  both  Houfes.  • 

Having  laid  down  this,  as  the  bafis  x>f  his  future  argii* 
ments,  his  Lordlhip  proceeded  to  fhcw  the  impropriety  of 
examining  witneffcs  to  military  points.  The  objeA  of  the 
enquiry,  at  Icaft  the  profeffedonc,  was  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  two  military  commanders  oJF  high  rank  and 
great  reputation.  Papers  refpefting  the  conduft  of  another 
military  commander  [General  Burgoyne]  werejikewife  mov»^ 
pd  and  ordered,  and,  he  thought,  very  improperly,  becaule 
j'^^^^gcntlcman  was  at  prefcnt  m  a  fituation  which  prevented, 
inUs  opinion,  any  enquiry  into  his  conduft  ;  for  if  cenfu-* 
yable,  he  muft  be  acquitted  ;  nor  indeed  could  he  be  brought 
before  any  military  tribunal  whatever,  till  freed  or  releafed  . 
from  the  terms  impofed  upon  him  by  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga. But  to  return.  The  honourable  general  entrufted  with 
the  command  in  chief  in  America,  moved  for,  and  inftituted 
the  enquiry  himfelf ;  he  moved  for  the  attendance  of  certain 
witnefles.  Without  debating  the  point  at  prefent,  as  to  the 
competency  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  military  matters,  he 
ihould  only  obftrve,  that  the  evidence  muft  be  ex  parts^  and 
could  never  be  deemed  by  any  rule  of  reafon,  common  fenfe, 
or  regular  proceeding,  fufEciently  full  and  conclufive  to  ac- 
guit  the  honourable  general,.  It  might  furnifh  a  good  ground 
for  belief  or  perfuafion,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence, 
as  well  as  the  manner  it  would  be  delivered,  no  man  in  that 
Houfe,  or  without  doors,  could  lay  any  other  ftrefs  or  give  it 
an  higher  degree  of  credit,  than  what  ex-parte  evidence  was 
entitled  to  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  what  teftimony,  not  de- 
livered upon  oath,  was  entitled  to  in  the  fecond.  So  that 
taking  the  competency  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  ground  of  pro- 
ceeding perfeftly  applicable  to  the  fuhjeft  matter  of  the  en- 
quiry, fuch  evidence  as  that  defcribed  could  not  operate  to. 
the  conviSion  of  any  man.  If  the  honourable  general  fhould 
be  cenfured  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe  (which,  he  hoped,  would 
not  be  the  cale)  it  would  not  change  a  fingle  opinion  cnter- 
fcrtjincd  ty  tbofc  wbo  at  prefcnt  think  favourably  of  hit 
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condud ;  (bould  be  be,  on  the  contrary,  honourably  acquitted, 
^^ry  perfon  (he  believed  they  were  very  few)  would  retain 
their  former  fcntimcnis  ;  taking  The  event  of  the  enquiry, 
therefore  either  way,  he  faw  no  pofible  good  fuch  a  proceeds 
ing  could  anfwer. 

For  his  part,  he  thought,  and  believed  he  ever  fhould,  that  that 
lioufe  was  a  very  iovproper  place  in  which  to  have  the  conduA 
of  military  men  enquired  into.  When  occafion  made  it  ne- 
ceflkry  to  examine  how  far  military  men  had  or  bad  not  per- 
formed, their  duty,  he  looked  upon  a  court  martial  to  be  the 
only  tribunal  where  the  party  accufed  could  procure  fubftan* 
ttal  reparation  for  his  injured  honour^  and  where,  in  cafe  of 
failure  and  neglcfi,  the  Juftice  of  the  nation  could  be  legally 
or  ConftitutionaMy  fatished  :  there  and  there  only,  the  nation 
or  the  injured  officer  could  obtain  or  regularly  feek  fuch  legal 
and  fabftantialjuftice. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  under  the  appearance  of  enquiring 
into  the  condu£t  of  military  officers,  it  was  intended  to  bring 
charges  of  negledl  or  incapacity  ngainft  minifters,  it  was  in 
his  opinion  a  very  unfair  mode  of  proceeding. — The  honoura- 
ble general  as  far  as  that  Houfe  were  competent  to  deter- 
mine, had  juftified  his  conduct  by  the  correfpondence  on  the 
table.  The  Houfe  were  almoft  unanimous  in  that  refpe£L — 
If  a  few  individuals  entertained  different  fentiments,  tbofe 
fentiments  were  precluded  by  a  verv  great  majprity,  who 
declared  thcmfeJves  perfed^Iy  pleafed  with  his  fcrviccs.  But 
he  had  no  right  to  prefume  there  were  any  of  that  defcrip. 
tfon  ;  becaufe  no  accufation  had  been  made,  not  a  fingle 
charge  fpecificd.  What  then  were  or  could  be  the  motives 
for  urging  the  prefent  enquiry,  unlefs  the  objed  was  ulti- 
mately intended  againft  minifters? — But  as  yet  no  man  had 
avowed  that. 

If  any  fuch  intention  was  in  contemplation,  he  had  a  right 
to  fay,  he  was  ignorant  of  it,  becaufe  no  one  perfon  bad  de- 
clared that  he  meant  to  do  fo.  He  allowed,  that  the  Houfe 
was  competent  to 'enquire  into  the  condu£l  of  minifters.  It 
had  an  inquifitorial  power ;  they  had  a  right  to  enquire  into, 
to  cenfure,  but  not  to  punifti ;  fo  far  he  was  re^dy  toacknow- 
ledge ;  but  he  trufted  their  condufl  was  not  to  be  decided  up- 
on by  the  evidence  of  military  men  :  he  believed  it  wasnot, 
when  that  evidence  was  profefledly  given  on  military  mea- 
fures,  which  they  neither  planned  or  execu  cd.  . 

If,  however,  any  fpecific  accufation  was  made  againft  mi- 
nifters, as  one  of  his  Majefty's  confidential  fervants,  he  was 
ready  that  inftantto  have  wimefTes  called  to  the  bar,  provided 
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the  matter  oft  w^ich  the  witnefs  was  to  be  examined  wai 
previoufly  dated,  and  was  fuch  as  diredly  and  fpecificklly 
pointed  to  any  one  particular  meafure  of  adminiftration • 

On  the  whole,  he  concluded,  that  the  eftabltfhed  order  and 
rule  of  proceeding  of  that  Houfe^  had  not  been  violated ; 
that  if  even  the  committee  had  .exceeded  their  powers,  which 
he  was  convinced  they  had  not^  it  was  to  prevent  an  tncon- 
veniency  of  mucli  greater  msfchief  and  extent ;  and,  that  fuch 
being  his  fentiments,  in  every  point  of  view  the  queftion  prc- 
fented  itfelf  to  him,  he  ihuft  adhere  to  his  former  oj>inioa,  and 
of  courfe  meet  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  with  a  di- 
rcd  negative. 

RightHon.  T,  T'^tw^^wrfrepliedvery  fully  to thcnobleLord,Itt.HoD.r. 
faid,  be  was  adoniihed  at  his  total   want  of  memory.     Was  ^o^ij^fw^. 
the  noble  Lord  aflecp  on  every  occafion  in  that  Houfe,  when 
the  moft  dired  and  fpeciiic  accufations  were  made  againft  the 
honourable  general,  and  his  noble  brother  the  vice  adniiral  i  . 
Was  his  Lordfhip  afleep,  when  the  noble  Lord  commanding 
thefqnadrpn  in  America,  was  impliedly  cenfured  by  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  [Governor  Johnuone]  for  returning  to 
New   York,  with  an   equal  force,  and  thereby  pecmittlng 
D*£ftaing  to  efcape  from  him  into  Bofton  ?  Did  the  noble 
Lord  forget  the  dired  charges,  made  by  the  fame  honourable 
gentleman  againft  the  commander  in  chief,  for  going  to  the  - 
Southward,  infiead  of  favouring  another  generaPs  operations 
from  Canada  P  Did  the  noble  Lord  not  hear  the  very  laft 
night,  a  learned  gentleman  near  him,  high  in  his  Lordihip's 
confidence,  [Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland]  avow  his  former 
fentiments,  refpeding  the  general's  retreat  from  the  Jerfies, 
and.  bis  going  to  fea  inft^ad  of  forcing  his  way  to  Philadel- 
phia by  laod  ?    In  ibort,  was  there  hardly  a  debate  in  that    . 
Houfe  of  any  confequence  during  the  {effion,  in  which  fome 
dired  or  implied  cenfure,  had  not  been  pafled  on  the  honou* 
rable  general  or  his  noble  brother  ? 

What  then  could  the  noble  Lord  mean  ?  Was  he  in  earned         • 
when  he  made  fuch  aflertions  ?   or  did  his  Lordlhip  and  the 
other  noble  Lord  near  him,  the  American  fecretary,  intend  to 
ihield  themfelves  from  the  confequences  of  their  own  mi f- 
carriages  and  incapacity,  under  general  loofe  expreffions  of 
approbation  of  the  conduS  of  the  honourable  general,  while  * 
they  were  fecretly  endeavouring  to  whifper  away  his  reputa-- 
tton,  and  to  reprefent  him  and  the  other  honourable  general 
as  the  real  authors  of  all  our  prefent  national  diftrefs,  and  of 
the  lofs  of  America  ?  Were  not  the  runners  of  adminiftration, 
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their  took  and  eiMflaries,  in  that  Houfe  and  out  of  it,  oonftandy 
employed  in  thit  dirty  treacherous  and  infidious  occupation* 
'  Were  not  a  whole  legion  of  newTpaper  writers  and  pam- 
phleteers inconftant  miniAeriAl  pay,  for  theeffeding  this  bafe 
and  aflaflinate  purpofle  ?  For  his  part  there  was  not  a  week 
hutfooie  fcurrllous  pamphlet,  compofei)  of  a  mixture  of  plau- 
fible  reafoning)  pompous  expreffions,  mifreprefentations,  and  • 
artful  invcdives  a^aini^  the  condud  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  was  left  at  his  hoiife. 

The  authors  were  known,  and  were  known  to  be  under  the 
wing  of  government ;  paid  and  caiefled,  placed  and  penfion^ 
ed  by  them ;'  one  in  particular  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  for  his 
fpirit  of  adventure,  thaa  his  various  fervices,  he  meant  a 
worthv  northern  baronet,  who  occafionally  aAcd  in  the  charac- 
terof  judge^  hiftorian,  pamphleteer,  and  recruiting  officer*— ^ 
Such  were  the  men,  fuch  were  the  means,  employed  to  blaft 
thecharader  of  gceat  and  meritorious  officers; — fuch  were 
the.  affeAed  language  and  infidious  arcs  of  adminifln^ion. 
They  baiely  endeavoured  to  effed  in  private,  what  the  dare 
not  own  in  public.  They  leaped  cortimendations  in  that 
Houfe  on  the  honourable  commander  in  chief,  while  they  ex- 
erted every  effort  by  indired  means,  to  difrobe  him^f  his  ho- 
nour and  reputation  out  of  it ;  and  permitted  daily,  without 
contradidion  or  even  pretending  to  fupport  their  own  opioi- 
onsyaocuCalions  to  be  made  againft  him,  in  the  faceof  the  na- 
tion. 

Afaer  putting  thefe  feveral  fa£b  in  various  points  of  view, 
and  concluding,  that  the  enquiry  ought  for  tbefe  reafons  to  be 
pnMceded  upon ;  he  fpoke  a  few  words  to  the  point  of  order,  in 
which  he  laid  it  down  as  a  clear  indifputaUe  rule  of  proceed- 
]i^  in  thai  Houfo,  that  a  cmnmittee  was  always  boo<id  by  the 
order  t>f  reference  Aiade  to  it ;  otherwiie  there  would  be  two 
coBtradiiQory  powers  and  ckfliing  jurifdidions  in  the  fame 
body,  a  dodrine  too  abfurd  and  monftrous  to  be  heard  with 
patience  or  iiftened  to,  A  great  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  that 
Hotifewas  tranfaded  by  committees,  particularly '  bf  com- 
mittte^of  the  whole  Houie  |  if,  therefore,  itflioulo  be  adopt- 
ed as  parliamentary  law,  that  what  the  Houfe  enwrtained  in 
one  inAanee  and  referred  to  a  committee,  was  fo  far  contraul- 
able  by  that  committee,  as  that  the  latter  had  an  option  to 
difebey  the  order  of  rtrference,-  all  boftnefs  would  be  at  an 
ead>;  aiid  as  often  as  circumftances  afforded  a  prateooe,  the 
pjiocecdings  of  that  Houfe  would  be  involved  in  endlefs  con- 
fufion  and'Contefts  with  itfelf.  He  fpoke  to  feveral  other 
particulars ;  and  begged  before  he  lat  down^  that  the  Houfe 
3  would 
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would  .fcriouJly  reflet  and  confider  how  fatal  it  itllgbt  prove, 
if  it  did  not  preferve  a  proper  controul  over  its  feveral  con- 
Aituenc  parts.  He  obferved  be&de^,  th^t  it  would  be  treating 
the  other  Houfe  with  cantempt,  to  fend  a  meiTage  for  leave 
to  examine  one  of  its  memixirs,  to  t)ie  fubje(^  matter  of  cer-^ 
tain  papers  then  before  a  comn^ttqe^  and  for  the  confent  of 
the  member  him&lf,  and  yet,  after  both  requefts  were  granted^ 
lefufe  to  hear  him. 

Sir  Gr$y  Cwpgr  fpoke  to  the  queftion  of  order.  He  con-  Sir  Grep 
tended  that  the  order  of  the  Houfe  and  the  fenfeof  the  com-  ^'^* 
mittee,  were  by  no  meant  incompatible  with  each  othe;r,  pr 
contradidory  y  that  the  cpn^itte^  i^as  ftill  in  beings  and  had 
reported  nothing;  that  it  might  report  it9  reatons  to  the 
Houfe,  why  Lord  Cornwallist  could  not  be  e^amiqed ;  and 
that  confequently,  either  in  point  of  form  or  fubj^ce^  the 
committee  had  not  exceeded  its  powers* 

£arl  Nugent  declared  bimfelf  in  favour  of  the  proceedings  2arlAix«r» 
of  the  committee.  He  never  beard,  till  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  and  the  other  night,  that  a  committee  was  boumd  ^o 
literally  obey  the  order  of  the  Hpuie,  or  to  report,  if  they  did 
not  think  proper.  Hia  memory  did  not  at  prefent  help  hiin 
to  any  particular  inftanceto  fupport  his  opmion^  but  if  the 
Journals  were  fearched,  he  made  |io  doubt,  but  a  |;reat  num* 
ber  of  precedents  would  be  found  in.fupportof  his  ap^rine. 
He  recurred  to  bis  arguments  of  the  preceding  Tbur/day  ; 
faid  that  matters  of  great  confequence  were  yet  to  be  brought 
into  Parliament ;  that  the  attention  of  mmifters  would  be 
drawn  not  only  from  them,  by  diftraAing  it  with  fuch  a  va« 
/iety  of  obje^s,  but  that  the  very  being  and  prefervation  of 
the  nation,  from  the  hoftjle  attacks  of  a  powerful  foreign  foe, 
muft  be  neglefled,  while  the  whole  time  of  minifters  wad 
fpent  in  that  Houfe,  upon  a  fruitlefs  enquiry ;  which^  let  it 
terminate  as  it  might,  could  aofwjsr  no  other  purpofe,  but 
that  of  laying  the  foundation  of-  greater  embarraflfments,  and 
the  giving  a  fuperiority  to  our  etk^ants^  which  they  were  un* 
ftble  to  obtain  by  any  other  means.  He  fmcerdy  believed 
there  was  not  a  fingle  perfon  in  that  Hpufe  who  wilhed  any 
fuch  thing  \  nor  one  who  faw  the  proteeding  upon  the  pre-^ 
fent  enquiry  in  the  light  that  be  did,  who  would  join  with 
him  in  a  vote  for  it^  diflulution.  Beddes,  though  the  particu* 
Jars  mentionedj^  an  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lately 
£Mr.  T.  Towninend]  had  been  exafily  aa  ftated,  he  nev^r 
could  l^  perfuaded,  that  the  particular  feelinga  of  any  nuui 
or  in^n^  for  their  perfonal  honour,  afforded  ground  fufficient 
f<}r  riA^uif^  tfac  Aifety  of  the  ftate^  to  the  gratificatwn  of 
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hofe  fetlings,  be  their  rank,  charafter,  or  public  ftations 
ever  Co  refpc^table.  He  was  alwaways  againft  enquiries^  as 
long  as  he  knew  any  thing  of  Parliament ;  he  was  frequently 
a  witnefs  to  their  baleful  and  pernicious  cfFcAs*  He  was 
.  againft  the  late  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  his  honou- 
rable friend,  the  admiral  of  the  blue  [Mr.  Kcppch]  He  was 
againft  the  enquiry  into  the  conduSof  the  noble  Lord,  the 
vice-admiral,  and  the  honourable  commander;  and  fo  much 
fo,that  he  Would  fodner,  if  the  matttet  came  faifly  to  be 
weighed,  between  the  irttcteft  and  honour  of  the  nation  and 
the  intcrtffts  and  honour  of  his  old  and  intimate  friend  the 
didmfral  of  the  blue,  foonef  confent  to  have  his  feelings  hurt, 
than  hazard  the  moft  eflential  intcrefts,  perhaps  rifque  the 
fate  of  this  country,  in  order  to  hare  them  fatisfied.  ' 
Mr.F«r.  •  Mr.  Fox  anfwered  that  pArt  of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech, 
which  retted  the  impropriety  of  the  prefent  enquiry,  upon 
the  {bt)po(ed  interruption  it  would  give  his  Majefty's  confiden- 
tial fervants^  in  planning  and  executing  mcafurcs  for  the  good 
of  their  country.  He  believed  that  the  noble  Lord,  and 
every  other  perfon  in  that  Houfe  who  had  the  honour  or  inte-^ 
tcreft  bfhis  country  at  heart,  were  perfeftly  convinced^  that 
they  had  very  ftrong  and  cogent  reafons  to  lament  that  the 
prefent  minffters  had  ever  planed  or  ever  executed.  It  would 
•  have  been  a  moft  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  nation,  that 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  noble  Amcricaa 
fecretary  ncaf  him,  had  been  in  the  fituation  fuppofed  by  his 
honourable  friend ;  that  they  were  afleep  in  that  Houfe  or 
out  of  it,  the  day  one  or  both  of  them  planned  this  accurfed 
American  war;  that  they. had  been  embarrafled  with  debates 
in  that  Houfe,  while  they  were  deliberating  upon  meafures  of 
ruin,  folly  and  national  difgrace.  He  believed  in  his  con- 
fcience,  that  it  would  have  been  happy  for  their  country  that 
they  had  never  been  born,  ^ 

But  furely,  the  noble  Lord  is  not  ferious  in  the  motives  he 
has  aiSgned  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  prefent  enquiry  ?  Docs 
his  Lordftiip  pretend  to  believe  or  foretel,  ftiould  the  prefent 
enquiry  go  oft,  that  mlntfters  will  be  Icfs  indolent,  lefs  inca- 
pable, or  regardlefs  of  the  public  concerns.  Kis  LorAih'ip  is 
better  informed ;  experience  has  long  finqc  convinced  him  of 
^e  contrary.  He  fccretly  fmiles,  when  he  talks  in  this  ftrain. 
The  reafoning  built  on  fuch  a  fuppofition,  is  indeed  highly 
laughable,  and  can  make  no  impreflion  on  thofc  who  hear  the 
poble  Lord  rife  in  that  Houfe  and  gravely  urge  fuch  an  ar^u- 
inent,b«ttocxcitefentimcnt8ofmirthandgoodhumourj  fona- 
fteed  cf  being  in  (sown,  when  cfi€aivcm!eaf«reif,dircaed  to  vigo- 
rous 
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rou<exertioii9,and  aproper  employin^ntof  oumational  ftrength 
and  refources,  ought  to  fteadily  engage  their  attention,  the 
two  noble  Lords  and  the  reft  of  their  brethren  in  the  cabinet 
will  ij  from  the  fatigues  of  this  office ;  they  will  be  amufing 
tbemielves  at  their  country-feats,  for  weeks,  perhaps  months 
together ;  and  the  great  bufinefs  of  the  nation  will  be  left  to 
the  care  of  >  a  few  clerks  in  office ;  or  if  they  (bould  in  their 
Tcfpci^ive  retreats  turn  their  attention  at  all  to  public  affairs, 
it  will  be  only  to  devife  means,  not  for  the  defeat  of  their  enc- 
mies,  but  to  defeat  enquiries  into  their  blunders,  incapacity 
and  negle£k  in  Parliament.  The  laft  fummer  in  particular, 
when  the  very  fate  of  this  country  was  at  ftake,  when  we 
were  threatened  with  an  invafion,  he  was  well  informed,  that 
for  weeks  together,  there  was  not  a  lingle  cabinet  minifter  fo 
near  to  town  as  fitty  miles  ;  but  if  they  hid  been  nearer,  wa^ 
St  not  prepofterous  and  ridiculous,  and  impoffible  to  fuppofe. 
that  perfonswho  were  to  confult,  deliberate,  and  determine  by 
common  confentonly,  could  confultydeliberate,  and  advifetheir 
Sovereign,  when  they  were  thus  feparate  ?  If  any  man  could 
fuppofe,  that  any  good  could  proceed  from  Aich  counfels,  he 
pitied  him,  if  he  was  fincere ;  if  not  he  would  forbear  to 
give  his  opinion  of  the  principles  of  fuch  a  man. 

He  then  ftated  the  neceffity  there  was  for  going  into  an  env 
quiry.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  repeatedly 
ftaked  himfelf  to  that  Houfe  on  die  iflfue  of  the  American 
war.  He  had  called  for  a  large  fleet  and  numerous  army  ; 
they  were  granted  ;  but  America  was  loft,  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  lives  had  been  thrown  away,  and  upW4rds  of  thirty  mil* 
lions  of  money  had  been  expended.  But  to  come  diredly  to  a 
later  period,  the  other  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
department,  when  he  came  into  office,  had  fpecially  pledged 
himfelf  to  that  Houfe,  not  merely  to  a  general  promife  of  fuc* 
cefs,  but  afterwards,  in  different  ftages  of  the  bufinefs,  pointed 
out  the  means.  Such  an  army  under  Sir  William  Howe ; 
fuch  an  army  under  General  Burgoyne,  from  Canada,  to 
co-operate  with  the  grand  ;  the  people  in  the  colonies 
were  loyally  difpofed  ;  Wafliington  could  not  recruit ;  he 
had  offered  thirty  pounds  a  man,  but  he  could  procure  none  to 
enlift,  even  upon  fuch  exorbitant  terms.  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
would  have  a  force  under  his  command  fufficient  to  protect 
and  defend  the  provifice  of  Quebec  ^  and  afterwads  the  ex- 
pedition down  the  North  River  would  confift  of  a  chofen 
corps  of  veterans  of  12,000  efiFeAtve  men  ;  bcfides  the  great 
advantages  which  would  be  derived  from  the  affiftance  and 
fri^ndlbip  of  the  Indians  in  the  neighboqri^ood  of  his  iu- 
D  ddz  t^nd- 
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tended "rbiite,    Whdn  qtiefttoncd  upon  die  gntt  Kiieof  psb« 
lie  i9)e»rttrtt,(bfiving  tiedsred  his  mtention,  to  braolitt  a  diffe- 
rent fpirit  into  cbofe  which  prevmHed  when  he  ira  calM 
into  hHi  Majefty^t  coitncfb)  what  force  be  meant  to  employ? 
Ills  ^nfwer  was,  "  Whatever  force  the  general  thinks  mbjr  bo 
udeqqate/'    After  the  firft  campaign,  when  aiked  what  ap^ 
pearaocet  of  fuccefs  there  were  i  his  Lordihip  anfwerni, 
*^  every  appearance  of  a  fuccefsfnl  ai^  dectfive  campaign." 
Nowt  if   neither  the  force  was  adequate,  and    his  L^rd« 
fiiip  knew    that  he  could  not  expeA  a  fuccfsful  campaign» 
it  will    follow,  that  he  not  only  deceived  the    geaeral, 
and  concealed    his  fentiments,  but  by  fe  doing,  he  adod 
fi  moft  criminal   part,  and  is  refponfible  to  that  Houfe  and 
the  nation,  for  all  the  blood  and  treafure  we  have  already  fpent 
and  thrown  away.     What  is  one  of  the  obje£b  of  this  en- 
quiry }  To  hear  the  evidence  of  men  on  the  fpot,  in  high 
commandf;  to  ihew  in  the  firft  inftance  that  the  general  was 
not  culpable,  becaufe  his  force  was  not  adequate,  and  that 
the  noble  Lord  deceived  the  Houfe,   becaufe  vrhen  he  told 
them  that  he  hjid  every  profped  of  a  fuccefsful  campaign,  he 
bad   a  letter  in  his  pocket  from  the  general,-telling  him,  **  that 
no  fuccefsful  campaign,  nor  an  end  to  the  war,  cOuld  be  ex- 
pe(£ted,  unlefs  the  noble  Lord  fent  out  a  very  confiderable 
reinforcement  to  his  ai&ftancc,''  which  reinforcement,  at  the 
lime  he  promifed  a  fuccefsful  and  decifive  campaign,  he  was 
pr^-determined  not  to  fend. 

The  evidence  contained  in  the  papers  went  dire£b1y  to  thoTo 
facts.  The  noble  Lord's  correfpondence  (hewed,  that  he 
entertained  opinions  diametrically  oppoilte  to  thofc  ftated  in 
the  general's  letter.  How  then  was  it  poffible  to  come  at  the 
.truth  without  examining  thofe  who  wvre  in  high  command, 
and  were  prefent  on  the  fpot?  The  teftimony  of  Lord  Corn- 
wains  was  neceflary  to  prove  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  tboie  con- 
tradt£lory  aflenions.  He  could  dcfcribe  the  country,  the  ob- 
firudions  and  difRculties  the  commander  in  chief  had  to  con- 
tend withf  In  fad,  he  and  his  brother  officers,  fo  far  as  their 
teftimony  applied  to  the  force  requifire  to  infure  a  fuccefsful 
campaign,  were  competent,  and  the  only  prpper  evidence  to 
determine  the  opinion'of  the  Houfe  on  the  meafures  of  mini- 
i^ers,  and  the  means  they  furnifhed  for  carrying  them  into 
execution,  and  of  thepoffibility  or  impoffiUli^  of  executing 
then>. 
Centra)  General  Burgoym^  in  anfwer  to  the  two  noble  Lords  [Nu- 

9nrg^nt,    gent  and  North  J  who  fpoke  on  the  other  fide,  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  inquifitoria)  powers  vefled  in  that  Houfe, 
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TIm  noble  iMd  kk  the  blue  ribbon  hid  acknowleffed^  that 
the  Hotife  WM  oompetent  to  enquire  into  certain  pouttt,  and 
for  certain  purpofes ;  that  is  had  a  ri^ht  to  enquire  into  the 
condu  A  of  mtniftera,  but  not  of  military  men ;  of  meafuret 
of  ftate,  but  not  of  their  execution, 

Xhis  acknowledgement^  in  his  apprebenfion,  amounted  to 
juft  nothing ;  for  if  the  end  of  the  enquiry  prefented  a  com* 
plex  objeA,  refpefiinf  meafures  of  ftate  and  meafures  of  exe« 
cution,  either  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to  judge  of,  but 
through  the  medium  of  the  other ;  then  the  conclufion  was 
deiTionftrably  clear,  that  the  conduft  of  mintfters  could  not 
be  decided  upon»  without  knowing  bow  far  their  military 
plans  had  been  well  or  ill  executed  ;  nor,  viceverfa^  could  tbofe 
plans  be  judged  of,  without  being  firft  informed  how  far  their 
plans  had  or  bad  not  been  praSicable*  This  was  the  light 
the  matter  ftruck  him  in,  nor  did  he  fee  how  it  Was  poffible  to 
avoid  the  alternative ;  cpnfequently  the  noble  Lord's  argu* 
ment,  taken  as  relative  to  one  great  tranfaAion,  was  a  fub«» 
ftantial  negative  upon  the  whole  of  anv  further  proceeding  in 
an  enquiry  into  the  cQndiidl  of  minifters  and  generals  ;  and 
his  acknowledgement  of  an  inherent  inquifitorial  power  be- 
ing veiled  in  that  Houfe,  amounted  to  the  acknowledgement 
of  a  power  which  was  never  to  be  exercifed  ;  or  if  exercifed, 
could  not  be  dire£led  to  any  fubftantial  purpofe ;  becaufe,  if 
the  Houfe  had  no  right  to  call  for  the  neceflary  proofs,  on 
which  only  it  could  determine,  it  was  all  as  one  as  faying, 
that  it  iht>uld  not  determine. 

The  other  noble  Lord  [Nugent]  had  been  more  fair  and 
open  ;  his  l^ordlhip  denied  that  any  fuch  inherent  power  ex- 
ifted  ;  he  avowed  diredly  that  the  Houfe  had  no  right  toen-^ 
quire  into  military  matters,  to  efFe£^  a  civil  purpofe,  or  any 
purpofe;  and  pulhed  his  argument  ftill  farther  upon  the  prin- 
ciple thus  avowed  ;  for  when  by  referring  to  former  enqui- 
ries, he  feemed  to  allbw  that  they  were  founded  in  precedents ; 
he  drew  an  argument  from  the  implied  fad,  ag'ainfl  the  pro- 
priety of  exercifing  fuch  a  power.  His  Lordfliip  faid^  he  ne- 
ver knew  any  benefit  derived  from  enquiries,  as  long  as  he  had 
fat  in  Parliament ;  they  might  be  produAive  of  great  mifchief, 
they  could  be  produ£tive  of  no  good. 

The  queftion,  fo  far  as  thofe  arguments  applied  to  parliamen- 
tary inquiries,  was  thus  :  has  fuch  an  inquifitorial  power  ex- 
ifted  coeval  with  the  conftitution  ? 

To  prove  that  fuch  a  power  was  vefted  in  theHoufc  of  Com^      ^ 
xnons,  he  be^ed  leave  to  ftate  to  the  committee  a  few  in- 
ftances  in  fupport  of  bis  doctrine,  from  the  records  on  the  ta- . 

bk, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


388  PARLIAMENTARY  A;  ^779- 

He,  the  journals  of  that  Houfe.  He  •  ihonld  liot  go  into 
remote  periods  of  our  hiftory,  to  fliew  that  his  doQaine 
was  wc!!-fonndcd. 

He  believed,  there  had  not  been  a  finglc  Parliament,  fincc 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  which  fomc  fuch  power  as 
that  now  contended  for  by  him,  had  not  been  cxcrcifrd  in 
fome  ftiape  or  other.  It  was  frequently  excrcifcd  during  the 
reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  particularly  in  that  of  Charles  the  Se- 
cond. The  pcnfioned  Parliament  of  that  prince  had,  in  the 
year  1667,  enquired  into  the  mifcarriage  of  the  Dutch  war, 
'  the  burning  of  our  fleet  at  Chatham,  and  the  caufc  why  the 
vlftory  obtained  by  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  the 
Second,  was  not  more  complete  and  dccilivc. 

Early  in  King  William's  reign,  before  that  prince  was 
fcatcd  nrmly  on  me  throne,  an  addrefs  to  the  crown  was  prc- 
fented,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  defeat^  of 
the  Englilh  fleet  under  Lord  Torrington,  at  Beachy-head. 

In  a  few  years  after,  an  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot^^  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  Ireland. 

Even  after  the  glorious  viftory  gained  at  La  Hogue,  by 
Vrhich  the  marine  power  of  France  was  broken,  an  enquiry 
was  ordered  to  be  made  into  the  behaviour  of  fopie  of  the 
officers  in  that  aflion. 

In  Queen  Ann's  reign,  the  affair  at  Malaga  and  the  con- 
du£k  of  the  war  in  Spain,  were  made  the  fubjefts  of  enquiry. 

The  fame  fpirit  prevailed  in  that  Houfe,  relative  to  the 
mifcarriage  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  ye^r  17439  under 
the  command  of  Mathews  and  Leftock  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
exercifc  of  the  inquifitorial  powers  of  that  Houfe,  in  rrfatioq 
to  the  conduft  of  the  late  Admiral  Byng, 

Every  one  of  thcfe  were  military  enquiries,  properly  fo 
called  ;  and  were  likewiie,  applicable  to  tlip  conduft  of  mi- 
nifters. 

If  then  the  inquifitorial  power  of  that  Houfe,  was  unde- 
niably proved  by  the  precedents  referred  to,  no  doubt  what- 
ever could  arife,  but  two  :  firft,  whether  it  was  proper  to  ex- 
ercifc it  in  the  prefent  inftance  ?  fecondly,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  ufe  it  in  any  inftance  ? 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  was  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  not,  fo  far  as  it  refpefted  military  points  ;  the  other 
noble  Lord  was  of  opinion  that  no  enquiry  fliould  be  had  ia 
that  Houfe,  which  was  at  all  relative  or  conncfled  with  mi- 
litary matters. 

Having  proved  that  the  Houfe  had  the  power  contended 
(or,  he  obfcrvcd  thai  there  was  only  one  queftion  more  to 
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be  decided,  and  that  was  the  quefttoa  before  the  Houft* 
Has  this  been  an  improper  power,  improperly  exercifed  ?  and 
as  fuch,  iTiall  we  from  this  day  forward  diveft.  ourfelves  of 
it  }  If  it  fhould  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houlc'thatit  was^ 
all  argument  was  at  an  end  ;  or  is  there  anycircumftance 
hioved  in  the  prefent  enquiry,  which  may  take  it  out  of  the 
general  rufe,  and  make  it  an  exception  }  He  believed,  ex- 
cept the  noble  Lord  who  fpokc  laft  [Earl  Nugent]  there 

•  was  not  a  perfon  in  the  Houfc,  who  would  contend  for  tbie 
firft  ;  and  as  to  the  fecond,  he  had  not  heard  a  iingle  acgu^ 
ment,  to  fhew  t^at  a  fufpeniion  of  this  inquiiitorial  power 
ought  to  be  adopted  on  the  prefent  occaiion. 

Here  he  begged  leave  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
caufe  and  objeft  of  the  prefent  enquiry,  fo  far  as  it  af- 
feded  himfelf,  or  might  afFe6t  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  American  department. 

That  noble  Lord  had  planned  an  expedition  from  Canada^ 
in  order  to  favour  and  co-operate  with  the  grand  army  un- 
der SirW.  Howe.  The  execution  of  that  plan  fell  to  his  fliare. 
Being  called  upon  for  apian,  he  delivered  one  to  the  noble  Lord. 
His  Lordfhip,  after  confidering  it  for  fome  time,  returned  it ; 
and  ftruckout  the  difcretionary  power  he  rcferved,  to  aft  as 
times  and  circumftances  might  require.  The  force  propofed  by 
him  was  coniiderably  reduced  when  he  received  his  plan ;  and, 
reduced  as  it  was,  he  never  had  above  two-thirds  of  the 
force  promifed  by  the  noble  Lord,  under  his  command,  and  the 
difcretionary  power  being  ftruck  out  of  it,  the  inftruftions 
were  peremptory  to  make  his  way  to  Albany. 

Under' this  plan  he  afted,  bocaufe  he  .thought  it  was  his 
duty  to  obey,  and  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution.  The 
confequence  of  which  was,  after  encountering  a  great  num- 
ber of  difficulties,  arifing  from  his  force  being  inadequate,  he 
^as  at  laft  compelled  to  furrender  to  the  enemy  at  Saratoga. 

How  then  did  the  matter  reft  between  him  and  the  noble 
Lord  ?  The  noble  Lord  contends,  tliat  he  did  not  aft  un- 
der peremptory  orders  ;•  that  his  force  was  adequate  to  the 
fervicehewas  to  perform;  and  that  confequently  the  mif- 
carriage  lay  at  his  door.  This  was  a  fair  ftate  of  the  quef- 
tion,  he  believed,  a^d  was  a  very  proper  matter  for  the 
Houfe  to  determine  upon. 

•  If  the  prefent  committee  was  diflblved,  is  it,  not  plain, 
that  minifters  fhrink  from  the  enquiry  ?  The  only  pre- 
tence or  colour  they  urge  is,  the  commander  in  chief *s 
£Sir  Willisun  Howe]   conduft  cannot  be  the  fubjeft  of 
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any  enquiry  io  this  -Hoofe,  becau&  there  is  no  accu&tioo 
flude  againn  him  ;  though  the  Houfe  was  ccHDpeteat  to  en- 
qutpe,  his  own  oondtift  cannot  be  enquired  into^  becaofe  he 
cannot  be  tried  tiO  releafed  from  his  military  engagements  to 
die  rebel  Congress  ;  and  when  he  ikaU  be  frf ed  from  that 
engagement,  a  military  tribunal,  not  that  Houfe,  will  be  the 
-proper  place  to  have  his  conduft  enquired  into  i  for  if  he 
fiiould  be  found  blamest)le,  it  is  only  a  court-martial  that 
can  pa&  any  cenfore  or  inflid  any  punifhment  upon  him. 

He  denied  every  one  of  the  premifes.  The  commander 
in  chief,  as  well  as  himieif,  had  been  accufed  both  within 
%nd  without  that  Houfe.  He  had  been  moft  unjuftiy  and 
crudiiy  accufed  hy  a  learned  gentleman  [Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland]  over  the  way,  the  laft  night  the  committee  fat. 
The  noble  Lord  ia  the  blue  ribbon  faid,  the  only  purpofe 
the  committee  could  fit  for,  would  be  to  hear  accufations 
againft  minifters;  none  had  been  made,  coniequently  the 
committee,  for  the  reafons  affigned  before,  could  fit  to  no 
purpofe.  He  denied  it :  minifters,  if  they-  refufed  to  pro- 
ceed, were  accufed. 

He  was  accufed  by  the  learned  gentleman  with  the  lofs  of 
an  army  ;  he  demanded  juftice  ;  and,,  he  trufted,  would  ob* 
tain  it  from  that  Houfe  and  his  country. 

He  was  criminated  in  the  face  of  the  nation  ;  and  he  de-» 
mended  and  intreated  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  that,  thus 
publicly  accufed,  he  might  be  permitted  to  exculpate  him- 
felf.  If  the  noble  Lond,  or  minifters  in  general,  called  for 
fpecific  charges  againft  themfelveSythey  would  find  them  coup- 
led with  the  juftification  of  his  condudl.  He  was  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  a  meafure ;  he  failed  in  the  execution. 
His  juftification  was,  diat  the  force  was  inadequate  to  what  was 
neoefifary.  The  blame,  as  it  had  been  often  repeated  in  that 
Houfe,  muft  lie  fomewliere.  If  he  proved  that  he  afted  under 
peremptory  orders,  and  that  he  had  done  every  thin^to  execute 
them  in  his  power;  that  the  plan  was  impraAicable  in  itfelf,  for 
want  of  the  co-operation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  which 
was  underftood  to  form  apart  of  it ;  or  if  prafticable^  that 
the  force  was  inadequate  ;  it  would  then  reft  with  the  noble 
Lord  at  the- head  of  the  American  department,  and  thoSs 
who  by  their  counfels  gave  birth  to  the  meafure,  to  exculpate 
themfrtves.  Thefeconfiderations  contained  every  thing.ne- 
ceffary  to  juftify  an  enquiry,  and  if  minifters  fhunaed  or 
fhruok  from  it,  the  deduction  was  equal  to  the  evidence  ari- 
fing  fcom  mathematical  demonftration,  th^L  they  Were  conr 
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fcious  of  their  own  guilt  or  incapacity.  He  wifhcd,  there- 
fore, before  he  iat  down,-  to  imprefs  this  material  and  im- 
portant confideration  on  the  Houfe^  that  he  was  earneftly 
defirous  of  having  an  opportunity  to  juftify  himfelf,  which 
if  he  Ihould  be  fo  happy  to  doj  it  would  involve  in  it  ground 
ftfficient  to  enquire  into  the  motives  of  their  conduft.  He 
did  not,  however,  ftand  forth  as  an  accufer;  he  wiftied  to 
prove  his  own  innocence  •  let  minifters  then  look  forward  to 
the  inference,  and  fee  how  far  it  behoved  them  to  account 
to  that  Houfe  and  the  public,  for  the  lofs  of  the  northern 
armyi 

Lord  Oeorge  Germain  denied  that  he  had  ever  acctifed  the  U.  Cw^ 
honourable  general,  either  in  that  afferabiy  or  out  of  it,  ^"'«^«' 
with  the  failure  of  the  expedition  ;  but  fince  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  provoked  an  enquiry^  he  had  no  manner 
of  obje&ion  ;  knd  hoped  to  be  able  to  prove  the  contrary  of 
what  had  been  afTerted,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  tliat  Houfe  and 
the  public,  he  meant,  when  the  honourable  gefitleman  Ihould 
be  amenable  to  a  military  tribunal* 

~An  honound^le  gentleman  who  fpoke  lately  with  great  , 
energy,  and  with  his  nfual  ability  [Mr.  Fox]  faid,  that  he  had 
withdrawn  his  confidence  from  the  commander  in  chief,  long 
before  his  relignation  ;  that  he  fhould  fay  in  that  Houfe^ 
that  the  force  fent  to  America  would  be  adequate  to  the  fer- 
vice,  and  that  he  had  deceived  that  Houfe  by  promifing  a 
fuccefsful  iflue  to  the  enfuing  campaign.  He  always  fpok« 
with  grtat  caution  wden  he  rofe  ;  he  often  declined  to  fpeak^  , 

but  was  firongly  urged  by  his  feelings,  when  he  did  rife,  t 
there  were  fome  utuations  in  which  it  would  be  neither  wife 
nor  prudent  to  remain  iilent.  Such  he  looked  upon  the 
prefent  moment  to  be.  He  did  not  merely  rife  to  anfwer  the 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeedi,  the  fads  he  fhoukl  particu- 
larly fpeak  to  having  be«i  urged  in  the  narrative  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  the  firft  day  the  committee  met. 

He  trufted,'that,  without  offence,  he  might  anfwer  fuch 
of  them  as  particularly  related  to  himfelf.  Whatever  tie 
faid  in  Parliament,  refpeding  his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  he  was 
well  warranted  to  fay  by  the  honourable  commander's  own 
letters,-  copies  of  which  were  on  the  table.  He  had  given 
him  the  flrongefl  hopes  of  fuccefs,  previous  to  the  furprife 
of  the  cantonment  at  Trenton.  It  was  true,  that  after  the 
afiairat  White  Plains,  when  the  rebel  army  was  all  one 
as  annihilated,  he  demanded  a  large  reinforceiaent,  fifteen 
or  twenty  thoufiiQjd  men  ;  but  for  his  part,  againfl  an  ene«> 
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my  flying  oa  eveir  Mc^  icarcdy  a  btttalton  in  any  one  boij^ 
and  at  the  head  of  a  vi£lorious  wtll-di&riplined  amy^  com- 
bined with  the  information  of  peribnt  vvell  informed  om  Ae 
fpor,  and  on  his  own  judgmenC,  he  thought  then,  and  noor^ 
that  fuch  a  requiiition  on  the  pait  of  the  comfflander  in 
chief,  ought  not  to  be  complied  with  ;  "tod  toihcw  that  his 
opinion  was  not  peculiar  to  him  and  the  reft  of  his  Maje<- 
fty's  fenrants,  it  was  well  knoivn,  tftat  at  ths  veqr  period  al- 
luded to,  fuch  was  the  low,  defperate  ftate  of  the  rebek^diat 
they  lecretly  fent  a  deputation  of  three  perCbns  to  the  gene* 
ral,  to  inform  him  that  they  had  confulted  the  Congrefa  on 
the  OGcafion,  who  had  coniented  to  permit  them  to  receive 
the  King's  troops  into  Philadelphia*  '  Thia  circunifllaiice 
was,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  a  very  ftrong  one  in  fiipporCof 
his  opinion,  for  if  the  general  in  the  tide  of  fuccefi,  which 
run  fo  itrongly  in  his  favour,  had  fdlowed  his  advantages 
properly  up,  by  croffiog  the  Delaware,  and  had  poflefled 
himiblf  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania,  which  at  that  time 
would  have  been  the  confequence  of  the  pofleffion  of  Phila- 
delphia, he  thoueht  both  now  and  then,  that  he  was  well 
warranted  and  juftified  in  aiTuring  that  Houile,  that  we  had 
a  fair  profpe£k  of  a  fuccefsful  campaign^  aad  of  the  ha{^y 
termination  of  the  war  in  the  courfe  of  it»  But  all  our 
hopes  were  blafted  by  that  unha|q>y  affair  at  Trcttfton  ;  and 
that  event  began  in  the  firft  inftance,  what  the  furreader  at 
Saratoga  fatally  completed  in  the  laft. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  alloded  to,  duit 
of  1777,  it  was  impoffible  to  fend  tbercinfioicemBnt  de* 
fired.  Not  prepared ;  the  time  was  too  ihort.  B«t  Aippo- 
ling  that  the  force  was  inadequate  to  efieA  the  p«rpefes  of 
Mtting  ati  end  to  the  rebellion  in  one  campaign,  it  was  not 
inadequate  to  every  purpofe  ;  at  leait  minifters  had  a  right 
to  think  and  fay  fo.  After  marchiflig  up  to  Wafliiagton's 
entrenchments,  and  abandoning  every  meafofe  for  con<« 
pelling  htm  to  leave  that  ftroog  pofitioa ;  a  montk  was 
toft  by  that  unfuccefsful  attempt,  and  vetuming  to  New* 
*  York.  The  next  ftep  taken  by  the  general  was  to  pioceod 
to  fea,  where  he  continued  another  month  ;  and  ioAead  of 
going  up  the  Delaware,  and  landing  at  Wilmingtieii  or  New* 
caftle  in  the  Delaware,  another  month  was  lofl ;  €a  that 
vAicti  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  oonaMmeod^  it 
was  almoft  time  to  think  of  going  into  winter  quarters.  In^ 
deed  the  event  proved  it ;  for  with  a  fertes  of  fbccefo  it 
was  too  late  in  the  feaibn  to  contiune  opeiations  of  any  real 
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confeqoeiKe  m  the  fiekl ;  and  there  was  nothing  be  had 
more  at  heart,  or  more  warmly  urged  and  prcffed  on  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  than  that  of  commencing  his  operations  at 
early  a«  paffible« 

In  fad,  he  could  eafily  allow  for  accidents  in  war ;  the 
furprire  of  the  poft  at  Trenton  came  within  that  defcription  } 
the  return  from  the  White  Plains  might  be  juftified  from 
the  difficulty  of  carrying  on  military  operations  in  an  hdtile 
Sfld  uninhabited  country  ;  bat  as  to  the  fouthern  expedition, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  two  delays  alluded  to,  he  confefled 
be  did  not  at  the  time  underftand  it,  nor  did  he  to  this  mi- 
nute underftand  it. 

It  muft  have  been  that  circumftance  alone  the  honouraUd 
Mntleman  [Mr.  Fox]  alluded  to,  when  he  faid  he  had  with- 
drawn hrs  confidence  from  the  commander  in  chief ;  for  it 
was  the  only  one  on  which  he  had  been  filent.  He  took  no 
notice,  he  exprefied  no  approbation  of  the  meafure,  becauie 
he  neither  at  the  time,  nor  to  the  moment  he  was  fpeaking^ 
could  even  gu^fs  at  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to 
undertake  the  fouthern  expedition  in  the  manner  now  de^ 
fcribed.  Nay,  when  afked  where  the  general  was,  or  what 
he  was  doing,  he  fiiid,  he  knew  no  more  of  either  than  any 
perfon  in  the  ftreet.  He  hoped  that  the  honourable  general 
would  not  be  furprifed  at  the  expreffion,  when  by  the  papers 
on  the  table  it  appeared  that  he  had  not  received  a  Angle  line 
from  him  for  two  months  and  fix  days,  from  Auguft  the 
22c)  till  Odober  the  28th. 

When  the  honourable  general  firft  propofed  the  expedition 
to  the  fouthward  (8th  of  May,  1777)  it  was  true  he  talked 
of  landing  in  the  Delaware  ;  but  by  the  laft  difpatcb,  be  de-  . 
clared  his  intention  of  debarking  in  the  Cheafapeak,  ( 16th  of 
July)  which  he  faid  he  preferred  to  that  of  the  Delaware. 
He  would  therefore  fubmit  it  to  the  candid  judgment  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  receiving  a  letter  dated  in  the  middlcof  July, 
of  an  intended  operation  which  within  eytry  common  rule  of 
probability,  muft  have  taken  place  at  leaft  in  the  firft  inftance, 
within  a  very  few  days,  he  had  not  a  right  to  be  altoniOied  at 
a  filenee  of  two  mouths.    > 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Fox]  wanted  to  knouf( 
<vrhy  he  had  withdrawn  what  he  called  his  confidence  from  the 
commander  in  chief,'  he  informed  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that  that  was  the  reafon  ;  though  he  did  not  withdraw  it  in 
any  other  manner,  than  forbearing  to  applaud  a  meafure 
which  he  could  not  approve,  becaufe  he  did  not  under(i:and 
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'e.  He  did  not  mean  to  prejudgethe  honourable  commander. 
He  made  no  doubt'but  he  aded  very  properly  ;  but  in  juftt- 
fication  of  himfelf,  he  thought  that  it  wa5  incumbent  upon 
him,  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  and  the  public^  why  he  wfth<- 
held  his  approbation  (not  his  confidence)  of  a  meafure,  which 
till  he  heard  it  accounted  for,  he  was  utterly  ata  lofs  to  recon<» 
cile. 

After  dwelling  upon  this  fubjeft  for  fome  time,  bis  Lord-r 
{hip  proceeded  to  fpeak  to  the  qucftion.  He  faid  that  he  faw 
no  good  reafoR  for  proceeding  4rther  in  the  prefent  enquiry  | 
he  approved  of  every  other  part  of  the  honourable  comman-* 
der*s  condud.  He  might  have  hisreafons  and  very  good  one^ 
for  a&ing  in  the  manner  he  did.  The  Houfe  teemed  to  be 
fatisfied  with  his  condu6l  throughout ;  and  he  chearfully  ac<p 
quiefced  in  the  opinion.  If  it  had  not,  he  thought  that  this 
Houfe  vfds  not  the  proper  tribunal  to  enquire  into  and  decide 
upon  fuch  matters.  The  other  honourable  general  had  accu* 
fed  him  ^  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  charge,  and  defend  himfelf« 
He  did  not  accufe  the  honourable  general^  but  whenever  he 
was  in  a  proper  fituation  to  make  a  charge,  and  to  fubmic  his 
military  condud  to  any  tribunal,  he  ploiged  himielf  that  he 
would  not  (brink  from  an  enquiry  into  his  owf|  condud.  It 
w^sa  duty  due  to  that  Houfe  and  the  nation,  to  give  every 
,  poffible  fatisfa^lion^  in  order  to  know  to  whom  the  \o($  of  jht 
northern  army  was  imputable.  It  was  a  fubjoA  of  the  very 
firft  importance ;  but  the  period  was  not  arrived,  nor  would» 
till  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  be  releafed  from  theoUf^ 
gations  impofcd  upon  him  by  the  fonvention  agreed  to  with 
the  rebel  general  at  Saratoga. 

Of.courfe,  as  no  charge  had  bteen  made  againft  the  com-? 
mander  in^hief  and  the  noble  Lord  the  vice-admiral ;  and 
as  the  honourable  general,  who  commanded  the  northern  ex- 
pedition, was  amenable  to  no  judicature.  Parliamentary,  ci? 
vil,  or  military,  in  this  country,  tie  ihould  give  bia  diQent 
againft  refumin?  the  enquiry. 
Sir  U^i/lkm      Sir  fFilliam  Hbws^  after  referring  to  fome  letter?  on  the  tar* 
H^i'        ble  in  which  be  had  acquainted  the  noble  Lord  in  the  begin- 
ning, that  a  greater  force  would,  be. neceflary  to  carry  on  efr 
*fe£tiye  opcratioth,  leading  to  any  thing  like  a  decifive  cam* 
paign  ;  and  in  the  further  progrefs  lamenting  that  it  was  fo 
inadequate  to  what  he  had  a  right  to  exped  at  jin  earlier  per 
riod,  being  difappoinf^il  even  in  the  inadequate  reinforcements 
promifcd  by  the  noble  Lord  ;  he  anfwered  the  fa£b  refpediag 
the  pretended  invitation  from  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia, 
which  he  raid^  had  been  fabricated  by  himfelf,  in  order  to  de- 
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cetve  the  enemy.  He  forged  the  invitation,  and  fcnt  a  peifoa 
with  it.  To  as  that  the  contratt  mi^ht  fall  into  the  handt  of 
the  rebels,  in  order  to  deceive  GeneralWafhington,  and  alarm 
bim  for  his  own  fafety,  on  account  of  traitors  within^  and 
a  powerful  enemy  from  without* 

Lord  Norths  in  reply  to  General  Burgoyne,  faid  he  never  U.  Abtil. 
denied  that  an  inquifitorial  power  was  vefted  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  he  was  fully  perfuaded  pf  the  contrary :  what 
be  contended  for,  was,  that  fuch  a  power  was  never  exercifed 
upon  any  occafion,  or  in  any  reign,  but  when  a  jealoufy  arofe 
in  Parliament  that  the  executive  power  waa  remifs  in  its  du* 
ty,  and  fupprefied  enquiry  in  order  to  fcreen  great  ftatp  cri* 
Qiinals  *,  then  and  then  only,  it  was,  that  Parliament  interpo«  ^ 
fed  between  the  executive  power  and  the  nation,  in  order  to 
^ring  perfons  fo  favoured  or  fcreened  to  public  juftice. 

JSo  one  had  dated  fuch  a  ground  for  the  prefent  enquiry  ; 
till  it  was  ftated  and  proved,  all  argumenta  for  the  exercife 
of  a  power,  not  (railed  for  upon  that  account,  was  in  bis  opi- 
nion contending  diredly  for  the  abfolute  exercife  of  a  condi- 
tional right,  not  dif-)uted  nor  denied  in.any  inftanoe,  in  which 
it  was  accompanied  with  that  condition,  that  of  a  willingnefs 
and  defire  not  to  call  favourite  officers  to  account  for  their 
military  conduft. 

■  Mr.  Rigby  now  arofe,  and  fpoke  firft  to  the  point  of  order.  Mr.  ttighy. 
He  faid  it  was  not  only  competent  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  to  refufe  to  proceed  upon  an  order  of  reference,  but 
to  the  loweft  committee  up  ftairs,  upon  road,  navigation,  and 
endofing  bills,  Evei^  day's  experience  proved  it ;  for  no- 
thing was  more  ufual  than  for  committees  to  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  h&s  ftated  in  petitions,  and  to  report,  and  thofe 
committees  diflblving  themfelves,  and  never  taking  any  notice 
pf  the  matters  fo  referred,  and  that  even  without  ftating 
a  fingle  reafgn. 

He  then  proceeded  to  anfwer  General  Burgoyne,  on  the 
fubje£l  of  his  complaints  againft  the  noble  Lord,  at  the  head 
pf  the  American  department*  He  faid  that  he  was  againil 
any  enquiry  into  the  honourable  general's  condu^  in 
bis  abfence  1  but  thinking  that  a  fault  muft  have  happened 
£>mewhefe,  pledged  himfelf,  that  whenever  that  gentleman 
returned  to  E^ngland^  that  he  would  probe  the  matter  to  the 
)x)ttom,  or  endeavour  to  do  it  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power.  He 
was  of  the  fame  opinion  ftill ;  but  when  be  found,  that  all  en- 
quiry fo  far  as  i^  related  to  the  honourable  general,  and  of  courfe 
^o  every  otl^r  perfo^  concerned  in  the  disgraceful  convention 
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of  Saratoga,  wa»  fy^jpendcAy  till  the  coniiiutider  was  releaferf 
A^ai  M»  cngagrment  to  tlic  re^l  Ongpefaj  he  faur  at  once 
ilM  ult«r  irfvpofi^itity  of  proceeding  further  in  that  bufiAcfs  ; 
:i  eon^ntion  in  ita  nacur«y  manner  and  confequences,  more 
pernicious  lilifhonourable  and  ddhradrve^  tlM»  (hit  couACry 
0Mr  belbre  expei^itnced. 

Tbt  koAoarable  genfrat  had  tomphiined  of  the  peWbaaf 
Craeky  AMn»  hinf  in  that  iio«ift>  and  hMnenittd  Ae  Attr  of 
lihe  gallant  army  under  his  eommand. 

A9  to  the  firft,  her  coold  nor  fee  anv  erudfjr  whatever  (hat 
bad  been  (hewn  htm*  Had  not  he  toft  one  off  the  beft  difcr- 
jyfined  and  appointed  armies  that  was  ever  fent  from  this  coua^ 
trj  ?  Had  not  he,  hy  his  rafttnefii  and  imprudence,  led  them 
htto  infarmoantable  difScuities  f  Had  not  be  been  the  oeca« 
fion  of  hiAi6Mng  a  greater  punifhment  on  the  Britifli  fotdiery, 
tfian  any  other  which  could  have  poffibly  befallen  them  i 
Had  not  he  led  them  into  the  arms  of  ignominious  captivity, 
by  orderhlig  them  to  pile  op  their  arms  in  the  face  of  a  dcf* 
pTcaMe  enemy,  an  undifciplined  militia  :  a  militia  compofed 
of  the  worft  o(F  all  enemies,  a  rebsl:  militia,  armed  againft  their 
Sovereign  and  the  conftitutional  rights  of  this  country  i 

The  Honourable  general  pretienM  to  lament  the  fitte  of  the 
unhappy  (barers  of  his  misfortunes,  of  which  he  himftlf  had 
been  the  caufe ;  but  what  proofs  could  he  adduce  uiilefs  mere 
words  might  pafs  for  proofs,  that  his  feelings  were  correfpon-* 
dent  to  hrs  profeffions  ?  Had  not  he  left  them  to  their  fitte, 
,to  the  refentment  and  enmity  of  a  perfidious  and  Implacable 
enemy  ?  Why  did  not  he,  like  a  man  and  a  foldier,  (hare  their 
misfortunes  and  their  fote  ?  While  they  vrere  confined,  infult* 
ed  and  fuiiering  under  every  fpeciesof  indignity  and  morti« 
iication,  wat  not  he  enjoying  himfelf  in  all  the  amufemeats 
and  pleafures  of  the  firft  metropolis  on  the  globe?  or  confciout 
of  prefent  impunity,  was  not  he,  day  after  day,  by  faftious  ef« 
forts,  and  unfair  and  ^Ife  mifreprefentations,  endeavouring 
to  clog  the  wheels  of  government,  and  thereby  attempting 
to  throw  that  blame  upon  mintflers,  which  folely  originated 
With  himfelf  ? 

He  added,  if  the  honourable  general  was  permitted  to  be 
heard  in  his  defence,  before  he  was  in  a  fituation  to  be 
puni(hed,  rt  would  amount  to  this  ;  that  however  eriminal 
he  might  appear,  no  one  Acp  could  be  taken  againft  him, 
unlefs  at  the  pleafure  of  the  rebel  Congrefs,  while  mifii<- 
fters  would,  if  found  incapable  or  negledful^  be  liable  to  inr 
(tantcenfurc. 
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After  liavinjg;  gone  langdy  into  tbefe  Ciicumftanca,  ke  Cid^ 
Uiww  with  wrmiie  reluiftance,  Jie  foun^  hifinkU  ^hUgfd  M  ' 
defer  from  the  noble  Lor4  in  the  blue  i-ibbon^  aAd  ^bc  oChf  r 
Qoble  Lord  at  tbe  head  of  the  Anoerican  dfiparCfneiut.  He  was 
pre&n^  the  other  nigj^t  when  the  queibion  was  carried  agaHift 
callthji  in  Ix>rd  Corawallis.  He  neither  tpoke  nor  voied« 
becauK  no  accufation  had  been  made  againft  the  commandeer  i^ 
chief :  not  but  he  thought  the  proceeding  a  very  extraordinary 
one  to  move  for  a  committee  to  order  papers  to  be  re&rrod  to  > 
it  ^  to  order  witneflcfi  to  attend  ;  to  apply  to  the  other  Hopfe 
for  the  Utendance  of  one  of  its  members  to  be  examin^  cx* 
prefsly  to  the  fubjeft  matter  of  thofe  papcr.^,  and  yet  after- 
ward3  refufe  to  hear  him. 

He  had  neverlhelers  bis  doubts  in  what  manner  tocondu^ 
himfelfj  and  for  thai  rcafon  went  away  without  voting;  but 
now  they  bad  all  vanifiied,  as  foon  as  he  beard  the  noble  Lord^ 
the  American  Secretary,  rife  in  his  place,  and  make  a  fpecir 
fie  and  direft  accufajtion  ap;ainft  the  commander  in  chief;  andi 
avowing  openly,  that  he  bad  withdrawn  his  confidence,  and 
withlield  his  approbation,  on  account  of  trtofe  fpeciiic  charges, 
his  operations  to  tiie  fouthward  ^  thccarrying  them  by  Cheafa- 
peak^  and  his  not  correfponding  with  him,  for  two  months 
and  lix  days. 

After  fuch  a  charge,  fo  made,  in  fuch  an  aflembly.  In  the 
face  of  the  nation,  it  would  indeed  be  cruelty  and  the  laft  Ipc- 
cies  of  injuftice,  not  to  hear  the  honourable  general  in  his  de- 
fence ;  for  which  reafon,  he  (hould  vote  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
be  called  in*  in  purfuance  of  the  order  made  by  the  Houfe,  re- 
peated in  the  motion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  to  be 
examined  to  the  fubjcft  matter  of  thofe  papers. 

General  Burgoyne  replied  warmly  to  Mr,  Rigby's  infinua-  General 
tions  of  defcrting  his  army  in  their  captivity.     He  was  here^MTJ*** 
for  die  purpofe  of  vindicating,  their  behaviour  and  hrs  own 
honour^  both  which  had  been  fcandaloufly  afperfed.     To  fee 
hNnfelf  di(graced  without  a  hearing;,  tiie  moft  abominable 
falfthciods  circulated  againft  him,  denied  a  (hare  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  country,  fho'  no  circumftance  of  his  fituacion 
prciMnttd  hkn  that  honour ;  thefe  were  the  luxuries  he  en* 
joyed ;  and  if  there  was  a  man  who  thought  them  enviable, 
5iPlio  thought  that  they  did  not  give  thorns  tp  the  pillow  and 
bitiemeft  eothecup,  he  had  more  pbilofdphy  or  lefs  fentiment 
thaa  had  been  allotted  to  himfelf.     He  concluded  with  in* 
fifting,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  after  fuoh  a  fpeecfa 
waa  bound  m  honour  to  continue  his  fupport  to  the  enquiry.* 

Lord 
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h^iJmh*  Lord  Ninrtb  rofe,  he  faid,  to  defend  his  former  opinioAj 
but  the  Houfe  would  not  hear  him,  though  he  rofe  five  or 
fix  dmes ;  and  his  Lordflitp  was  at  length  obliged  to  iit 
down.  The  debate  principally  lay  between  the  foremen'* 
tioned  fpeakers ;  and  the  queftion  being  put  upon  Colo« 
nel  Barry's  motion,  it  was  carried  almoft  unanimoufly,  whb*' 
out  a  divifion. 

iSay  4* 

Order  of  the  day  for  committing  a  bill  to  prevent  adultery* 

I«1JV»-         Earl  A^tf^/if/ began  with  observing  the  gallery  was   not 

f^*  filled  with  ladies.     The  other  day,   when   a  queftion  re- 

fpefting   the  church  was   agitated,    the    members   thereof 

flocked  to  hear  it ;  and  when  a  debate  of  a  military  motion 

came  before  the  Houfe,   the  gallery  was  full  of  foldiers ; 

he  therefore  was  furprizeJ  ladies  did  not  come  to  hear  the 

prcfcnt  queftion,  as  he  thought  their  welfare  of  infinite  more 

confequence  than  either  the  church  or  the  army,  or  both 

{mt  together.  However  he  did  pot  think  the  bill  would  entire- 
y  prevent  adultery  ;  for  though  that  crime  Ihould  be  made 
capital,  and  punimed  with  death,  adultery  he  maintained 
would  ftill  be  in  fafliion,  and  cart-loads  of  women  would 
be  brought  to  fufFer  martyrdom.  This  he  roundly  aflerted, 
for  he  knew  a  woman's  heart ;  indeed,  the  noble  Lord  owned 
that  he  never  did  any  tiling  now  without  firft  confulting 
them. 

Sir  Adam  '     Sir  JJam  FerguJJhn  faid,  it  was  nothing  new  to  prevent 

Tttiujjfvm.  the  adulterer  from  marrying  the  adultrefs,  that  it  was  a  law 
with  tlie  Romans,  a  law  at  this  time  almoft  diroughout 
Europe,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  be 
committed. 

Ms.  Tut.         Lord  Bcauchamp  was  againft  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fqx  was  againft  it  alfo;  becaufc  it  prevented  the 
adulterer  from  doing  the  adultrefs  the  only  juftice  in  his 
power,  which  was  to  marry  her;  and  he  faid  that. the  mar- 
riage aft  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  many  divorces ;  there 
having  been  more  fince  that  time  than  before. 

Lbrd  Ongly,  Lord  Ongly  was  againft  the  bill,  but  denied  the  marriage 
a&  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  fo  many  divorces. 

The  French  had  contributed  not  a  little  to  it,  by  the  in* 
trodu£lion  of  their  petit  maltres,  fidlers  and  dancing*ma« 
fters,  who  had  been  allowed  to  teach  our  wives  and  mifies 
to  allmandi,  and  to  twift  and  turn  them  about  at  their  plea- 
ftHre.    The  noble  Lord  condemned  tliat  daufe  of  the  bill, 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1779.  DEBATES.  399 

which  goes  to  prevent  an  adulterous  wife  from  marrying 
at  all  one  twelvemonth  after  a  divorce,  as  it  could  only 
oblige  her  to  live  for  a  year  in  a  ftate  of  fornication ;  and 
he  was  farther  of  opinion  with  another  noble  Lord  [Nugent] 
that  the  occafion  of  adultery  was  in  the  men,  and  not  in 
the  women,  and  that  the  former,  if  any,  were  the  obje£t  of 
puniihment* 

Lord  Beauchamp  oppofed  the  principle  of  the  bill.  lati  Btrnt* 

Mr,  Moyfey  fupported  the  bill :  he  infilled  this  was  not  fo  fj*^- 
much  a  qucftion  of  fpcculation  as  df  public  jufticc;  that  the  ''*W7* 
bill  had  no  farther  objed  in  view  than  was  intended  by  every 
divorce  bill  that  ever  pafled,  if  the  legiflature  could  have 
been  afked  their  intentions,  which  was  to  difgrace  the  offend- 
ing party ;  that  fuch  tScA  having  lately  been  defeated,  it  was 
become  ablblutely  necefiary  to  put  divorces  on  a  better  foot- 
ing,  or  to  flop  them  entirely.  That  it  never  could  be,  nor 
ought  it  to  be,  (he  intent  of  the  legiflature  in  pai&ng  a  divorce 
bill  to  benefit  the  adulterefs,  and  put  her  in  a  better  fituation 
than  Ihe  was  in  before  fuch  bill  pafled.  That  by  marrying 
the  adulterer  ihe  did  put  herfelf  in  a  better  condition,  and 
fheltered  herfelf  from  that  difgrace  in  which  the  legiflature 
found  her ;  for  before  fuch  bill  paflfes  fhe  is  a  divorced  woman, 
for  adultery,  by  fentence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  deprived  of 
alimony  and  unable  to  marry  at  all  ;  but  the  divorce  bills  in 
the  prefent  mode  of  pafling  them,  enable  her  to  run  into  the 
arm  of  the  adulterer,  in  defiance  of  the  old  law  of  this  coun- 
try, with  her  dower  at  her  back ;  for  (he  was  always  fure  of 
a  provifion  from  the  legiflature,  and  frequently  too  great  a  one. 
He  ihewcd  the  idea  of  permitting  the  innocent  party  alone  to 
marry  was  not  new,  but  founded  in  the  old  canon  law,  and 
had  been  adopted  by  our  own  a6ls  of  parliament ;  and  he 
cited  the  canon  law  to  (hew  that  a  woman  was  not  formerly 
permitted  to  marry  the  adulterer,  even  after  the  death  of  her 
hufband.     He  an(wered  many  of  the  obje£lions  that  had  been  , 

made  to  this  bill^  and  in  particular  to  that  of  the  partiality  of 
the  law  in  puniflitng  the  woman  and  not  the  male  offender ;  he 
faid  it  had  been  the  pra£tice  of  all  ages,  and  almoft  all  coun* 
tries,  and  that  of  confining  the  difgrace  of  incontinence  fo 
much  to  the  woman  was  founded  in  neceffity,  and  not  in- 
compatible with  the  true  intent  of  the  fex  ;  for  all  penal  laws 
upon  the  men^muft  ultimately  depend  for  their  effecacy  upon 
'the  women.  And  as  to  the  latter,  if  the  reproach  of  incon- 
tinence was  confined  to  them,  the  palm  of  virtue  and  chaftity 
was  confined  to  them  likewife. 
Vol.  XI,  Fff  That 
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That  the  trial  is  not  upon  their  ftrengtb,  and  whilft  they 
ire  proteded  againft  force,  they  would  be  ready  and  willing  on 
their  parts  to  guard  them&lves  againft  intrigue  and  fedudion. 
That  penalties  upon  the  male  offenders  in  fuch  cafes  would 
be  an  injury  to  every  virtuous  woman  in  the  kingdom,  and 
would  detrad  from  her  merit  j  neither  would  it  it  be  a  bit 
more  defirable  to  the  hufband,  who  would  wi(h  to  owe  his  fe- 
curity  and  happincfs  to  his  wife  alone,  not  the  forbearance  of 
men,  or  penal  reftri£lions  put  upon  that  fex.  He  concluded 
ftroniOy  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  divided,  for  the  bill  40,  againft  it  51. 

May  5. 
The  Houfe  having  difpatched  a  great  deal  of  private  bu- 
Lird  C99rg%  finefs,  was  preparing  to  rife,  when  Lord  George  Gordon  rofc, 
iSTikn.       j^jjj  made  a  fpecch  refpefting  the  difpofition  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  and  defcribed  them  as  ripe  for  infurreftion  and  re- 
bellion ;   affirmed  that  the  inhabitants  fit  to  bear  arms,  a  few 
Roman  Catholics  excepted,  were  ready  to  refift  the  powers 
of  government,  and  had  invited  him  to  be  their  leader  or  pri- 
vy counfellor. 

He  ftated  the  religious  conftitution  of  Scotland  as  ren- 
dered facrcd  againft  any  law  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain might  cnaft  for  its  alteration.  The  prefcrving  it  free 
from  any  innovation  whatever,  unlefs  the  fame  was  done 
by  the  joint  confent  of  the  provincial  fynods  and  die  people 
at  large  in  their  eleftivc  and  corporate  capacities,  would  be 
aaa£tual  breach  of  the  fundamental  conditions  on  which 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  was  entered  into  and  con- 
firmed ;  and  that  without  fuch  a  previous  confent  of  the 
people  of  Scotland,  no  power  on  earth  was  competent  to 
interfere,  or  break  into,  or  defeat,  the  conditions  on  which 
only  the  union  was  to  take  cifeft. 

This  was  the  ground  the  people  of  Scotland  took ;  they 
retained  certain  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  deemed 
inherent  and  inalienable ;  fuch  in  particular  was  the  reli- 
gious cftablifhment,  and  the  municipal  laws  of  that  country, 
fecured  by  the  treaty  of  union.  They  were  an  indepen- 
dent nation  when  they  entered  into  that  treaty,  fo  was 
England ;  they  had  their  laws  and  their  religious  eftablifh- 
ment,  wlxich  they  deemed  facred ;  and  he  was  certain  that 
Scotland  would  never  fubmit  to  the  arbitrary  or  opprefiivc 
afts  of  a  Britifti  Parliament.  They  would  prefer  death  to 
ilavery,  and  perifh  with  arms  in  their  hands,  or  prevail  in 
the  coYiteft. 

I  His 
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His  Lordfhip  read  two  motions,  but  no  perfon  appearing 
to  fecond  them,  the  Speaker  refufing  to  read  them ;  confe- 
quently  no  queftion  could  be  put  mpon  them. 

Firn,  "  It  appearing  to  this  Houfe  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  being  juftly  and  conftitutionally  alarmed  by  the 
encouragement  given  to  popery  by  the  King's  recommen- 
dation to  this  Houfe  through  the  Lord  North  (as  it  may  be 
feen  in  our  votes  of  the  1 8th  of  March  laft)  of  a  petition 
from  the  Popifh  Lords,  Linto  and  the  bifhopof  Daulis;  as 
alfo  by  the  repeated  alTurances,  both  public  and  private,  gi- 
ven to  the  papifis  in  Scotland  by  his  Majefty's  officers  and 
men  in  authority  (which  may  be  feen  likewife  in  the  two 
different  editions  of  the  memorial  diftributed  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe  by  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Daulis  jufl  before 
the  faid  petition  was  prefented)  that  whatevei:  was  granted 
laft  year  to  the  Englifh  Catholics  Ihould  this  prefent  feffion 
of  Parliament  be  extended  to  Scotland  ;  this  Houfe  refolves, 
in  order  to  quiet  thofe  jufl  alarms,  that  the  faid  popifh  pe- 
tition be  thrown  over  the  table." 

Second,  **  That  all  further  proceedings  on  the  faid  pe- 
tition be  poflponed  to  this  day  three  montlis," 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply. 

In  this  committee  Lord  North  6ioved,  that  the  Houfe 
tax  of  laft  year  fhould  ceafe  after  the  firft  of  July  next,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  a  tax  be  laid  of  fixpence  in  the  pound  on 
all  houfes  let  for  five  pounds  a  year  and  under  twenty  ; 
ninepence  on  houfes  from  twenty  pounds  to  forty  ;  and  one 
/hilling  on  all  houfes  above  forty.  The  refolutions  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  being  relumed,  they  were  reported, 
and  immediately  agreed  to. 
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.    in  the  debate  on  the  new  taxes  21 
ComwalKs,'£arl,  debates  on  themo> 
tion  for  calling  that  ilobkaian  to 
the  bar  354 

Conrt-martial  bill,  debatea  thereon 

10 
Crooklhanks,  Capt.  copy  of  his  let- 
ter to  Mr*  Corbett,  lecretary  of 
' « the  admiralty  US 

•       •      Daw 
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Dawfon,  George,  Efq*  ezsimiAed  at 
tke  bar,   relative  to  the, cafe  of 

>  ^  Lord  Pigot  268 
Debates  on  Mr*  Fox's  motion  for  the 
'  papers  cDOCef  fling  the  fleet  x 
I  I M  on  the  budget  4 
.         ■■  on  the  court-martial  bill    10 

■ 0  on  the  neiv  taxes  ■     ^       12 

I  on  Mr.  Fox's    motion   on 

fending  out  Admiral  Keppel  with 
too  fmall  a  force  23 

m'  I  ■  !>■  I  on  SirOeorge  8avilo*s  firft 
motipn  to  augment  the  {ai$Mt^  of 
the  judges  63 

I  r  I.  '■■■  <M»  Mr.  Fox's  motion  on  the 
ftateof  the  navy  64 

>  on  Sir  Henry-  HoughtonS 
motion  for  a  bill  for  the  relM  of 
PrOteftsnt  Diffentertf  lOO 

n.  I  on  ptdering  a  committet  to 
coniider  on  importing  fugars  kito 
Ireland  to6 

■  on  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey's  mo- 

tion on  Lord  Georj^  Germain's 
fitting  in  PariiamcDt  loy 

,.  on  ^e  contmftors  bill     127 

I  ■  »  on  the  report  of  the  refolu^ 
tions  of  the  committee  of  ftipply 

130 

— -^--^  on  Mr.  Dunning's  motion 
on  die  power  and  ufage  of  the 
board  of  admiralty  to  grant  and 
iifafe  courts-martial  143 

^.  ■  ■*  Oft  Mr.  Lnttrell's  motion  on 
the  decay  of  the  na^  160 

•M.^.^  on  brinpag  in  the  IXAn- 
ters'bill  .  i7t 

»■  ■       on  the  petition  from  the  Ro- 
iC«lhdlicsofSoothind        172 


rica,  and  not  fendling  a  fleet^tSfhe 
Mediterranean  ^        '229 

Debate  on  n^ving  an  ii31ni6Hon  to 
the  committee,  not  to  provide  for 
one  of  the  articles  in  the  armjjr  ^x- 
traordinar^s  2gi 

-*■< —  in  the  tommittce  on*the  at» 
my  extraordinaries  357 

'V  '  >  .  on  the  report  of  the  army  ^ap* 
traordinaries '  *^i* 

^  "I  on  bringing  in  thie  Alaiknack 
bill  26% 

*  n,  on  Admiral  Pigot's  flDtfotv 
'  rsfpedtin^  the  cafe  of  hir  brottfer^ 
•  Lord  Pigot.      ,  '*66 

■  ■■   ■■  ■  on'Mr.  Fox's  mbticnTTO  t«i 

I  taove  LoiPd  San&trich  274 

■■'■        id  the  committee  on  the  Dn^ 

•  fentersbHl    ' 308 

■■■  oh  the  reading  of  the  Atiha« 

nack  bill  J^ 

*,  cotmit* 


on  the  imporUtion  of  fugars 
into  Ireland  ;    178 

— —  on  the  army  extraordinaries 

179 
!-•— on  Mr.' Fox's  motions  <m  not 
mufbrdDg  IfOrd  Howe  tn  Amc« 


on  the  report  of  the  < 


:a- 


ttt  on  the  Diflentcrs  bin 

■  on  the  firft  motion  to 
mitae  Lord  Corn waltis  354 

I  on  Lord  Nugent*s  mmoa 
for  thf  chairman  to  leave  dA 
chair  ib. 

■  on  the  bin  for  encreafiug  thft 
ialaries  cf  the  judges  *  3  7  5 

■■    on  Col.  Barn's  motion  for 
calUng  in  Lord  Comurallis       57c 
— — —  on  the  adultery  bill  396 

De  Orey,  Mr.  fpeaks  to  Shr  Jofeph 
•  Mawbey's    motion,     relative-*  to 
LordGeom  Germain's  ri|;ht  to 
fit  in  the  Houfe  isf 

Dempfler^  Mr.  is  warm  in  the  de* 
bate  on  the  motion  relative  to  Ad- 
miral Keppel's  fleet  37 
■  ■    I  "■  ■  fpeaks  to  the  motion  for 
encieafing  the  falaries  of  the  fudges 

64 
■    1  objects  to  the  motion  for 


bringing  in  the  Almanacl^bin  265 
•  moves  for  putting  off  the 


Almanack  biH  for  three  months 

— -»— -  fpeika  to  the  motion  Tor 
G{g  a  a;i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N       D      B      Xl 


#a  en^iurjf  latp  4be  tfminl3t  of  the 

Amencan  war  568 

Pering»  Sir  Edward,  J9iat  an  cbf 

•  Qt^t  Adraif al  Ktpjfcl  with  too  finaU 
.  I  force  4 J 

{K%Bftnk   Prouftaar.    Stet  Prou* 
.    ilant  Dt(rente;8« 

PuQdati  Mr.  Hord  advocau  of  Scou 

land)  oppous  Mr.  Poaaiag's  mo- 

ticiii^  Klaove  to  tbe  pow^r  oif  the 

admiralty.board  164 

fwj'^ip  dcf Hno  ^ringi«g in  the  biU 

;  ^IfycMtf  Qftl^$c9(€bO«tbolKa 

141 

M»    *y'  opp<>fe*  Wrv  P9*>  motioo, 

felatiTe  to  Lord  Uowf.  .         #)C 

>»■'  I  T"^  rnakt^  a  fymsch  m  the  m£ 

,    t><»>  ^or  ^'^  enqairy  into  i^c-con* 

doA  of  the  Ameri^ao  waf        369 

|)iiiuitng»  Mr*  moTcs  for  tho  papen 

.<'lv4f^tng*toCapuPr^(h4nka.   64 

fin  ni^M  <t  nio(aK)ii  on  the 

fp^r,  and  ufago  of  th4  board  of 

admiralty   jfp    graat    uyd  lefufe 

toifti^artiai  141 

^.t    »  >  1-    (ttpport#   t|i«   Diiiaaiers 


#»f 


bill  153 

HMwfij*.-!  facoodi  the  motion  ior 

caliing  in  ^1  Corn wiUia        {77 


,£dem  Ma.   |o|n»  m  tht  defrnte  on 

...  tjierppor;  of  t^e  anny  e utraordi- 
.    naries  ^  tf6i 

.'^Um*'  Mr*  Welbose,  ifwaks  of  the 
.  ^  wva^tagea  an  abigl^cc  mooAMchy 
.  had  over  a  Umitvd  one  ii^  times 
-,  *  o/f  war  ^ 


•  F 


J^erfini&n,   Sir  A^jtam,  icons  in  the 
.d.«h^tc  qn  |h?  mcition  tpr  a  bill  for 
y    the  relief  oi  ProteiUnt  DilTcnccrs 


FergvSNi,  Sir  Adam*  difiyipRifCf  of 

Mr.  Hartley^  motion,  relatiTe  to 

the  army  cxtraordioarica  250 

■  ■  fpeaks  in  fupport  of  the 

^Ufty  I^U  3^ 

f'oxg  Mr.  morei  fpr  the  papers  con- 
cerning the  Breft  ficef  I 

^— rifet  to.expofc  the  fotility  of 
Lord  North**  argumanla  in  the 
debate  on  tha  budget  9 

-n— ^  nak^  a  motion  on  fcndinfe  out 
Admiral  Keppel  with  too  {maU  a 
foace  13 

•«-*-  pnta  fiimo  quiftiont  ta  Admiral 
Keppc!  54 

w-rr  eonttadi,  that  kit  motioa  con- 
lainfd  00  m«tcar  of  criaMaal  ^- 
cufation  ib. 

«»^-i*  makes  amRDis^.w  tiie  ftata  of 
the  navy  64 

vii««r«^  rifet  in  daffiqco  of  iW  bill  far 
thataelnfi^aof  cDotra^^ora  •  150 
-r-  fupppru  Mr*  Qunasag'a  mo- 
lioa»  valatife  to  iH  power  of  the 
admiralty  b^rd  167 

•-^  fpeaks  in  favour  of  the  petition 
4r«^  tht  Roman  PfethoUoi  inScou 
land  177 

-1^  fupporta  the  motion  for  an  en- 
quiry into  the  army  e^ftraorctina- 
riea  iSi 

r-Tf  maket  a  molioa  on  Lord 
Mowe-8  not  being  properly  Aip- 
poitcd  in  America-  227 

->-«  op|Mde«  the  briaging  a^the  re- 
port  on  the  army  eauaardiaaries 

.258 
'-I-*  makea  a   motHm  to  semove 
Lord  sandwich  274 

-r-  replies  to  Lord  M>i1gaave,  who 
opppfes  the  removal  of  Lord  Sami* 
wich  a8j 

-r—  cflaort  the  dahaia  mi  tha  mo- 
tion iof  an  ao^uiry  imta  the  con- 
dud  of  the  American  war  364 
—  dtfafiipffo^t  of  fintry  thmg 
urged  by  Lord  North  in  the  coarfe 
Oi  «hf  4bovadafoata     '  379 

•*««-  fat«a  i«|o  tta  dolaie  on  ibc 

motion 
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F#K,  Mr»  oft^ote  tl»  nOnltary  bill 

f  IttfUMd,  Bir  Th(imm$  fytaHu  in 
Support  of  the  bili  for  dif  ^prain- 
fion  of  pofitra^iora  1 39 


permain.  Lord  George,  fpeaks  in 
4^(|0c«  of  bU  right  to  auiauin 
his  Un  m  VwF&mtnt  tzg 

m  .1  I  ;^\i  joins  in  the  debace.  oa  Mr^ 
Fo3c>  motioOf  r^Uiire.lo  Lord 
ilowe's  not  being  properlf  reiii* 
forced  in  Albericii  aji 

rifes  i»  defcnoe  of  his  own 

oAftioiis  in  the  debtts  on  the  ar« 
imy  estmordinariffs 

-joins  in  th^  dfbtte 


the 


motion  for  enqniring  into  the  con- 
dud  of  the  American  war        361 
»i  denies  haVing  ever  accafed 

Gen.  Howe  either  in  or  out  of  the 
iioVfe  391 

Goodrieke*  Sir,  fpeaks  in  fupport  of 
the  motion  ior  a  biU  in  favour  of 
ProteAantDtflTeaters  108 

'V.!'"  '  "  "  expatiates  on  tho  ncceffity 
•  and  found  poiicjr  of  froaiotft  in  re« 
ligion  553 

Gordooy  Lofd  Gtorgo,  op|K>fes  the 
petition  oi  the  Ronuio  Catholics 
in  Gootland  177 

<iM>nn     makes  a  fpeech  refpe^ing 

.  the  difpolition  of  tiio  pa^W  of 

Scotiand  400 

Chreimllei  Mr«  eoctn  into  the  de 
bate  on  Mr.  Foai*s  mottoo  on  the 
iEateofthctiaTy  91 

Gfara,.  Mf4  3<Mt>»'  itt  the  debatt  on 

'   ithecOQrt-martial  btU  xi 

Pregoi^,  Mr.  nntt^  tnm  the  debate 
Q»&iil-Indiaiiffaifs  271 

fBreuTtlle,  Mr.  JaMes,  joina  in  the 
debate  on  Mr.  Pox's  qMlioii  to 


Otdavilltf  Mh  JcnM»  tffbtet  4lii 
motion  lo  taoraaifip  the  hituj  of 
Ihe  judges  *         574 


Harley,  Mr,  fpeaks  m  defiMce  of  the 
coatra^ra  m^H 

Hartley,  Mr.  David,  joins  in  Ihe 
debate  on  the  budget  $ 

■  "  fpeaks  in  the  debitte  on  the 

new  loans  133 

'    ■  moves  an  inflnidion  to  the 

^thmictee^^  not  to  provide  dfor  on^ 

of  the  articles  in  Ihe  army  extra- 

■ .  ordinaries  *^    .      a) j 

Hoaghton,^  Sir  Hennr,  movea  for  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Prottftant 
Difientert  106 

Howe,  Lord,  fopfiottf  Mr«  Fox's 
motion  on  fending  our  Adaniral 
Keppal  wkh  toe  fmall  a  fbree    $6 

*i' ' "  enters  itito  the  debate  on 
Mr.  Pox's  meiien  M  ihc  tee  of 
the  navy  76 

.-  M.I, I  M  replies  to  Lord  NMlh*a  oh- 
fervatiotts  in  the  above  debate   98 

■>  M*  ■  joins  in  the  debate  on  M«w 
Dunning's  viotiDo,  rekrtivetothe 
power  of  the  adminilty  aboard  154 
»■  ■  ■  ■  replies  to  Admiral  Pigoc  in 
the  courieof  the  above  debate  t66 
"*■  "  ■  fpeaks  to  Mr*  Fox's  motion, 
relative  to  his  Lord(hip  not  bdng 
properly  leinfetccd  in  America 

>"  ■*'"  replies  to  Gov.  Johnflon  in 
the  courfe  of  the  above  debate  art 

*     joins  in  the  debate  00  Mr. 

Fox's  motion   to  remove   Lord 
Sandwich  zgi 

■  ■/  rifes  to  fnpport  his  own  and 
his  brother's  character  367 

Howe,  Sir  William,  moves  that  hie 
eorrefpondence  with  the  ieci^tary 
o£  jftate  be  taken  into  confideration 

263 

*"»•   "  moves  for  Eeri  Cornwallis  to 

be  cei)^  to  (he  bar  354 

Howe, 
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Wmc; '^t  Wa^xB\  replies  to/ Mr.' 
:•  Onttov  id  the  c«iirfe  of  the  above 
4.  Rebate  .     .    ,    370 

accuses  the  mtniftry  of  not 

properly   fupporting  him  in  the 

American  war  39^1^ 

Hiiftyv  Mr.  makes  ibmr  ob)e66oii8 

t  -  to  the  refolutions  of  the  committee 

.  ^f  fapply.    -  I  is 


J 


Ja^ott,  Mr.-  fpeaks  in  the  debate 
^  on  the  new  .l6aiis  '     r32 

»  ■  fopports  Lord  North's  mo- 
»•  tkn  for  brijsguig  in  the  Almanack 

M*     .   w    .  265 

fsmkinfon,  Mr.  moves  for  the  ex* 

traofdinarics  of  the  army         2  cy 

JohnjUone,  Gov.  (peaks  in  the  de- 

i    hatc'oti'  Mr«  Fosc's  motion,  lela- 

I    five  to  Lord  Howe's  not  being 

V  poperlgr  sonftuced  ih  America 

II.  ■  ■  ■  replies  to  Lord  Howe  in 
>  the  GOiirfe.of  the  above  debate  |i ^3 
-  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 


army  extraor4inaries  260 

■    I  in  the  courfe  of  the  de* 

bate   for  the  removal   of   Lord 

•     Saodwichf  enters  into  a  long  jufli* 

fication  of  hjs  former  fpeeeh    s^ 

]reiami>  debates  on  the  importation 
offugars  from  the  Weft  .Indies  in- 
to that  kingcom  179 

Ju^S  debates  on  the  mottoato 
augment  their  falaries  63 

i*  ■  debases  in  the  further  pso- 

cecdings  oa  that  bufine^  .373 


Keppd,  Admiral*  difdaims  having 
miy  fliare  in  the  motion  ofj^ft 
Fox  for  the  Brefi' papers  3 

>■  conitders  htmieif  as  tfl«iit- 

ed  cooUy  by.ltf'cd  Muigrarc       4 


Kepptli  JPdmini^  exprMeS  his  etn- 

.  barrafled  iltuation  on  Mr.  Fox's 
>  mbtio»  da-fending  hinik  oaH  wSt& 
too  fmall  a  force  32 

■  ■■■■T>'  dcifends  biroielf  agdoft  the 
uttack^'O^Lord  Molgrave         41 

'  replies  to  Lord  Norths  •  as 

far  as  hisifpeech  related  to  the  Ad<r 
miral's  condu^  47 

engagea^n  the  debate  oh 


Mr.  Fox's  motion  on  the  ilate  of 

the  navy  '    ^         78 

replies, to  Lord  Nortii'a 

remarks  in  the  above  debate      98 

.  fpeaks  to  Mr.  Fox's  mo- 


tion ior  the  reoioval  of  Lord  Sand- 
wich a86 

■    '■  replies  to  Lord  North  in 

the  courfrof  the  above  debate  399 

King,  fends  a  mefiage  to  the  Hbuie, 
to  pay  the  aimy  in  Ireland  -by 
Great  Britain  177 


Lift  of  the  divifion  on  Mr.  Foot's  1 
tion,  on  Admiral  Keppel  being 
feoc  out  with  too  fmall  a  force    $a 

— ^-  of  ^hoie,   beitdes  the  above, 

who  voted;  forMr«  Fox'rmoCkMi 

ontbeteeof  the  navy  99 

■  '  ■  of  tnembers  abfent       1        xoq 

Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland*  See 
Dnadas,  •Mr* . 

'Lowther,  Sir  James,  Ipeiduto^e 

.motion  for  encteaftogthe  iiiMnoa 

ofthejnd^./   .  63 

I^sttrell,  Hon.  J.  joins  indus  de- 
bate on  tbe.molum  refpedii^  the 
decay  of  the.  navy  -    170 

■»  fpeaks  in  fnpport  of  the 

bill  fibr  tHs  esckfion  ot  ooQtoAaiB 

'»» 

Lnttellf  Hbn.  Temple^  joins  in  tbc 
debate  on«lkfr.  E<ix's  aolioa'  on 
the  ibue  5of  <hc  aaviy     .         •    .d$ 

■  ..19,.  ieeottls  Sir  Jofepk  Maw- 
bey's  motioAJn^eAiDg  Locd  Geo. 

Gttm 
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Cermain  fitting  til  tbeHptite   no 

I^attrell,  HdA*  Temple,  makes  a  nio- 

tioitoa  the  decay,  of  the  na^y  ^69 

■      M 

Mann,  Sir  Horace,  jorns  ifi  the  d2^- 
bate  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion  on  the 
ftate  of  the  navy "  82 

Aiawbey,  Sir  JolV^h,  makes  a  mo- 
tion reipe6ting  Lord  George  Ger- 
main fitting  in  Barlhmieiit  *      109 

Meredith,  Sir  William,  joins  in  the 
debate  on  the  motioti  rehtime  to 
fending  out  Admiral  Keppcl  too 
weak  3^ 

'■  fpeaks  to  the  propbfed  5m- 

porution  of  fugars  into  Ireland 

t78 
-joins  in  the  debate  on  the 


motion  for  an  enijuiry  into  the 
cond  uA  of  the  American  war   3  7 1 
Montagu,  Mr.  fecond^  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Protel^ant  Diifenters 

lot 
replies  to  Sir  WilUam  Ba- 


got's  argument^  in  the  above  de- 
bate 102 
I  ■  makes  a  motion  for  bring.- 
ing  in  the  Difleater^f  bilf  171 
fnpports  the  motion  '  for 


'  bringing  in  the  Almanack' bill' 266 
>  joins  in  the  debate  on  an 


enquiry  into  the  American  war  3  C9 
Mo}^y,  Mr.  oppofes  the  motion  K»r 
bringing  in  the  Diilenters  bill  ifi 
— —  fjpeaks  in  fupport  of  the  adul- 
tery bill  399 
Mnlgravey     Lord,     denies    having 
ihewn    any  coolrieii  to  Aditiiral 
Keppel               *  3 
^              makes    a    long   defence 
agalaift  the  attacks  of  Mr.  Fox  ^^9 
enters  into  the  debste  on 


Mr.  Fox's  motion  on'  the  ftate  of 
'the  navy  74 

'  I  oppoies   Mr.  Dimning's 

motion,  relative  to  the  power  of 
^  adfflinlty*botn|    '  *-         %ji 


Mnlgravlf^  Lord,  <A{«^  to^  Mt* 
'  -Luttrell's  motion,  relative  to  the 
*  -decay  6i  the  navjr  t^ 

■  ■*"*'■■  ■■'  replicfs  io'Mf^  Pox -en  his 
'-'ihotion  relative  to  Lord  Howe*a 
*'  -not    being  properly   reiilforee4~ 

'oppbies  Ma'  F<M»^BOtioft  * 


to  remove  Lord  Saild#iell'  *  -  sito 


N' 


\ 


■  ^  i 


Na^,  debates  on  Mr.  Lottt^Vmo- 
tion  on  the  decay  of  *  •  '-460 
N^digate,  Sir  Roger,  fpeaks  in  fa* 
•  vour  of  the  motion  t#  encreafe  the 
- '  falaries  of  the  jadges  64 

-  *  «  oppofes  the  tnotionfdr  s 
•  biU  for  the  relief  of  Piroteftant  Dif- 
Tfcnta'S  fo6 

1 ^  >  "'feconds  Shr  Wi^am  Ba* 

get's  tootkm  to  poftjpon^  •ihat  Hiat* 

ter  172 

Newhaven,   Lord,    fak^  -a  -cnrfory 

view  of  the  trade  of  Ireland     1 08 

■    '■  ■»'■  ■  moves  for  the  impomttott 

'   of  fugars  from  the  Weft^Ihdies  in- 

'  to  Ireland  109 

Worth,   Lord,   opjJdfes  Mf.  Fax*a 

'  motioft  for  papers  coacermng  the 

^  .Brefl?  fleet  x 

-*i— —  fpeaks  to  My.  Bnrke  in  the 

:  '  debate  on  the  budget  $ 

'— —  urges  the  ncccffity  of  recti  v- 

'"'  ing  the  report  from  the  committee 

/offupply  IX 

■  -ipeaks  in  fupport  of  the  new 

taxes  ib. 

■  1^    replies  to  Mr.*  Burke  is  the 

courfe  of  the  debate  on  the  new 

taxes  20 

—    ■  -dreflcs  up  Lord  Mttlgrave's 

fpeech  in  ditferent  words  44 

■— —  makes  no  objedion  to  the 

motion  for  encreafing  the  Salaries 

of  the  judges  *  65 
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A    P     P     EN     D    IX 

T  O    T  H  K 

CAN  A  DA    PA  PE  R  S,     ■ 

Relating  principally  to  the  Cdiiy;cntion  Army  aftet  its 
Arrival  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Boiton,  in  the 
Years  .1777  and  4778, ' 


Dear  Sir,  Pbiladelpbta,  Sib  Nov.  1777. 

By  Lieutenant  Vellancy^  who.arrivcd  here  on  the  3zft  of 
OAober  with  your  difpatches  from  Albany,  I  received  with 
infinite  concern  the  particular  account  of  your  misfortune. 

The  lofs  of  your  fcrvloca  with  the  fcrvlccs  of  General 
PhiUipc  in  thla  country,  I  exceedingly  regret,  and  fince  the 
fortune  of  war  has  thrown  you  both  out  of  that  line,  I  fhall 
requeft  the  Admiral  to  fena  a  frigate  for  you,  and  neceffary 
tranfports  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops,  as  foon  as  they 
can  be  got  ready  and  viaualled :  but  as  there  is  little  proipe^ 
of  light  tranfports  being  able  to  get  round  to  Bofton  at  this 
late  feafon'of  the  year,  it  i»  thought  moft  advifeable  to  fend 
them  with  the  fngate  to  Rhode  Ifland,  from  whence  yoa 
will  be  adUtfed  of  their  arrival,  and  I  hope,  on  the  al)ovo 
eonfideration,  ,you  will  get  permiilion  to  embark  from  New- 
port or  feme  convenient  port  in  the  found;  other  wife  it  will 
be  impofffiUe  for  the  troops  to  be  embarked  before  the  ipring.  » 
With  the  moft  perfed  refpea, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  .1 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
>  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

Umn.  Cm.  Bwrg€yfii,  W.  Howe.    . 

'•.      .,.•-.  t 

SIR»  Pbiladflpbiay  l^fbUwenAer  i^n^ 

THEicafimof  die  year  not  permitting  the  tranfports  to  pro- 
ceed to  Poftoo^  they  axe  dtl|>atcbed  to  Rhode  JUlaml^  at  Which 
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plice  I  flatter  myfelf  yon  mVL  obttin  petniffion  ^'enAiii 
with  your  troops,  as  the  fpirit  of  the  Conventioa  will  not  be 
infringed  in  die  fmalleft  degree  by  tb^ir  embarking  at  that  port 
inftead  of  Bofton;  and  under  theie  circomftances  I  am  hope* 
fbl you  will  readily  prevailin your  applicauon.  Bat flurald 
it  be  iFcfufe^  I  can  by  no  meai»  olje^  ¥Ky^  ri^pr^iug  to 
Europe,  leaving  your  troops  under  die  direftion  of  Major 
0.ener»l  Phillips,  with  ordeok  for  the  foceim  tcoopt  to  pro* 
ceed  from  thence  to  Plymonth,  tsA  die  Brid^  to  Fortf* 
xnooth  in^  Great  Britatn,  wkb  all  ooovenieat  diipatck  after 
the  arrival  of  the  tranfporu.  And  if  you  fli^]0.net  obtain 
permiffion  to  go  to  Rhode  liland,  where  you  will  find  a  fri* 
gate  to  receive,  you,,  bx  ftnduig  a  letter  to  Sit  Peter  Parker^ 
commanding  his  Majefty's  fhips  at  that  place,  the  frigate 
will  be  fent  round  to  Bofton. 

Widi  the  moft  perfefi  refpeft, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
SIR, 

Your  moftobedieQt^ 

'and  naoft  humble  fervant^' 
Unit.  Gin.  Burgtfm.  W,  Howu 

'         atMo/lofi. 

Si  me  rf  Mal&rhwfet^i  Bof^ 

Headquarters^  Bf/km^  ?bv.^bj  Vjyj^ 
ffiA]Ok  General  Heath  commanding  the  Eifteai;  depart- 
ment  ticinp^  diQxjfed  to  treat  Lieutenant  General,  Bui^yne 
and  his  officers  with  potttene&  and  gencrofilf,  and  the  M* 
diery  with  humanity  and  care,  cxpefts  die  otmofr  attntioa 
of  Ue^eral  Burgoyne  and  his  officers  to  ccddvale  aad  xAh 
ferve  ftn  A  order  and  difinplinc  among  the  BntUh  and  Foreign 
troops,  efpecially  in  di^  following  particuba%  which  are  laid 
down  as  ftandtng  orders,  viz« 

ift.  That  if  any  o$cer  fliall  eiccecd  the  limits  q{  his  pa- 
role, it  being  a  forfeiture  of  his  honour,  he  is  to  be  irnme- 
diately  confined  within  the  limits  aiBgi^ed  for  privale.  SKni 
or  if  the  General  (hall  think  proper,  on  board  Ae  gttainiihip. 

2d,  All  officers  under  the  rank  of  Field  Officers  are  to 
repair  to  their  quarters,  and  not  to  abfeht  them  after  nine 
e*!clock  in  the'evening* 

'  3d,  As  the  tegiilature  of  this  State,  inorder  toaocDOmlo- 
date  the.  Officers  and- to  prevent  UBpofitioo,  Ifg^m  a^pfoimoi 

w.  corn- 
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4Bommifl«rie»  to  fi^ly  the  officers  and  foldiers  with  yariou* 
tons  of  provifions  brought  to  Bofton  market,  which  are  to  be 
ibid  to  diem  at  the  lame  prices  as  wete  given  for  them,  and 
care  has  been  alio  taken  that  ^e  officers  Ibould  be  fupplied 
with  liquors  at  the  market  price,  until  they  can  be  procured 
By  themfelves  frboi  the  town  of  Newport  on  the  ifland  of 
Khode  liland,  or  fuch  other  place  as  may  be  fixed  upon  for 
that  purpofe  ;  no  officer  or  foldier  is  to  purchafe  any  article 
whatever  eidier  by  him&lf  or  others,  except  of  the  com* 
miflkries  and  erand  futler,  who  are  appointed  as  aforefaid. 
But  in  cafe  the  Council  or  General  Aflci^ibly  fhall  think 
proper  to  diicontinue  the  fupplying  the  officers  and  foldiery 
in  die  manner  above-mentioned,  or  (hall  diink  fit  to  mak6 
any  alterations  in  the  mode  of  fupplying  them,  this  article 
to  oe  void  as  far  as  their  order  may  extend. 

4lh9  The  officers  will  carefully  avoid  difputes  with  and 
eyeiy  kind  of  infult  or  abufe  to  the  inhabitants ;  fhould  they 
fcccive  any  they  are  to  enter  regular  complaints. 

5th^  The  fervants  belonging  to  the  officers  who  are  oa 
parole  are  not  to  ftroU  from  their  mafter^s  quarters ;  they 
may  be  ient  to  the  commiflaries  or  to  the  grand  fuller,  or 
Tide  to  wait  on  their  niafters  when  they  ihall  think  proper  to 
ride  out,  if  they  (hall  be  fouad  otherwiie^  they  will  be  taken 
«p  and  confined, 

J.  Kbith,  D,  a,  Q\ 


*WE  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  under 
die  reftri&ions  of  the  Convention  made  on  the  i6th  of 
OAober  lafl,  between  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  and 
Major  Grenend  Gates,  do  promife  and  engage  on  our  word 
and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  gendemen,  to  remain  in 
the  quarters  affigned  us  for  our  relidence  in  Cambridge, 
Charles  Town,  and  Medford  in  the  States  of  Maifachuret's 
Bay,  and  at  no  times  to  exceed  or  pais  the  following  limits, 
^yiz#  Charles  Town  Neck  at  Swanks  Shop,  from  thence  the 
Cambride  road  to  the  croflway  which  communicates  with  the 
iaid  road  between  Mr.  Codman^s  houfe  and  fort.  No.  3.  the 
iaid  croffway  out  to  the  road  by  Mr.  Inman's  houfe,  faid 
joad  up  by  Mr.  Dana^s  houfe,  and  Captain  Stedman^s  tavern 
round  the  comer  down  to  Cambridge  bridge,  the  bridge  from 
the  North  end  of  Cambridge  caufeway  by  Mr.  Welfn's  Ihop 
the  Water  Town  road  to  the  firft  turn  beyond  the  late 
Lictttcnanft  GoTemos  Oliver's  faoufe^  from  Deacon  Mills^ 

a  z  ho^iis 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX    TOTHE 

houfc  down  the  Charles  Town  road  on  to  Cambridc  Common, 
to  the  Mcnotomy  road,  faid  road  up  to  Copper's  tavern,  from 
Snow's  tavern,  the  road  down  by  the  ftone  magazine.  Med- 
ford  [)n(''gc,  and  Charles  Towa  road  by  Winter  Hill  down 
to  the  Hrft  mentioned  bounds  (the  intermediate  roads  arc 
x.irnin  the  parole)  during  our  continuance  in  this  State,  or 
Ainril  rhe  continental  General,  commanding  this  State,  Coun- 
cil of  faid  State,  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  or 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  (hall  order  otheiiJeifc ;  and 
'  l.Ht  wc  will  not  dircftly  nor  indircftly  give  any  intelligence 
.  ba^^rocver  lo  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  or  do  or  fay 
:  Tv  ihing  in  oppofitlon  to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  measures  and 
redings  of  any  Congrefs  for  the  faid  States  during  onr 
:  i.Tuancc  here  as  aforefaid,  or  until  we  are  duly  exchanged 

.    arged  ;  and  that  we  will  alfo  at  all  times  duly  obferve 

i  '-y  ihe  rules  and  regulations  already  eflablifbed  for  the 

: T  iTient  of  the  camp. 

.rii  under  our  hands  at  Cambridge  in  the  State  of 
.iarhnfci's  Bay,  this  9th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
V     )hT  Lord  1777. 


SIR,  •  Camhrldge^  Nov.  lO/i,  1 777* 

1  AM  under  the  ncceflity,  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  win 
partake  niy  concern  of  returning  to  you  the  parole  uniigned, 
the  Britifh  regiments  having  unanimoufly  mfifted  that  the 
Convention  is  infringed  in  fcveral  circumftances,  .but  parti* 
cularly  in  the  article  expreffing  that  every  officer  fhall  be 
quartered  according  to  his  rank.  I  am  aware.  Sir,  of  your 
intentions  to  remove  the  field  officers  as  a  remedy  to  the 
prefent  inconveniencies,  and  when  I  had  the  honour  to  fee 
you  X  apprehended  that  meafure  might  have  been  of  confi- 
dcrable  avail,  otherwife  I  (hould  not  have  troubled  you  to 
tranfmit  the  paper.  But  fince  I  have  had"  Occafion  to  vifit 
the  barracks  myfelf,  I  am  in  honour  and  duty,  and  fialleft 
conviflion  compelled  to  join  my  voice  with  thej>tbcr  officers, 
and  aifert  that  the  quarters  allotted  to  them  would  be  ktld 
unfit  for  gentlemen  in  their  fituation  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
1  have  feen  many  jails  preferable,  and  in  the  worft  of  them 
a  man  willing  to  purchafc  fpace  may  generally  be  indulged 
fo  far  as  not  to  cook,  cat,  and  lie  at  the  rate  of  fix  and  eight 
perfons  in  a  room  about  eight  feet  fcjuare.  The  officers  feci 
thefe  hardfhips  the  more  grievoufly  as  they  have  reafon  to 
believe  there  are  many  i^iabiunts,  within  die  limits  pro- 
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fo/Eais  'mlling  to  receive  tbem  as  lodgers  were  thejr  at  BbeitT* 

ib  to  do.  .  '  *,-f: 

The  foldiers  apartments  are  likewife  much  out  of  repair  ,^,  V4^  * 
in  many  parts.    There  are  many  other  comjJaints  and  cir-'^*^       ^x.*-^*^ 
cttmfiances  in  the  regulations^want  farther  explaliatioiiy  that /^  ^  j 
I  will  not  trouble  jou  with.  Sir,  becaufe  it  is  my  hope  and   V^*  '^  "^ 
belief,  if  leafonabie  men  take  them  into  confideratton,  thejT 
will  be  eafily  redieficd ;  but  that  the  article  regarding  qnar^     ^^  ^^[j  \ 
ters  ihall  be  properly  fulfilled  before  any  parole  is  figned,  w 
a  fei^tifiignt  which  no  individual  will  depart  from.     In  regard     j^^  ^:j^h  ^ 
to  myfelf,  Sir,  and  General  Phillips,  I  fhall  fay  little;  our  . 
treatment  is  new  to  us,  though  we  are  not  ftrangers  to  wh^ 
it  is  to  be  in  the  .hands  of  xwr  enemies.  ^  ^^  '-^  * ' 

We  are  fully  convinced,  Sir,  we  fhould  have  no  cauie  of 
C(»nplaint  were  the  power  J^  redrefs  ^  ito  yoo;  btit  if  the     ^f    '  ■:  • 
bodies  in  which  the  ^eat  authorities  of  your  ftate  are  vefted^       ^ 
have  not  means  or  inclinations  to  inforce,  nor  the  people 
Ihpfpitality  >ad  civilization  voluntarily  to  grant  complianoi     rv^,~^ 
in  matters  of  public  faith,  we  have  only  to  proteft  and  tQ 
tIaJm  a  removal  to  Ibme  olher  diftriA,  not  ima^ning  it 
poiBble  that  the  fame  ideas  fhould  fubfift  in  two  parts  of 
Aineriea. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  perfonal  refpeA, 
and  fenfe  of  your  attention/ 
SIR,  &c. 
Ti  Afi^  Gat,  Heath.  J.  B. 

SIR,  Hiail^uarters^  Boft(mj  Nov.  tub,  1777. 

'I  HAD  the  hoitourto  receive  yours  of  yefterday^s dato 
'€he  laft  evening**-was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  the  parole 
retttvned  unligned,  as  I  thought  every  obje£tion  had  been  ob* 
iriated  on'Sattnday^'  -and  your  Excellency  had  afiored  nie 
that  if  the  parole  was  fent  up  on  Sunday  morning  it  fhould 
be  returned  figned  in  the  afternoon. 

I  can  by  no  means  admit  that  the  Convention  is  infringed 
in  any  inflance,  Neceility  has  compelled  me  to  quarter  a 
larger  number  of  captains  and  fubalterns  in  a  room  than 
ufual,  but  this  was  by  jio  means  to  remain.  The  procuring 
new  quarters  for  the  field  officers  woul<l  make  room  for  others; 
and  as  I  aflured  your  Excellency  no  care  or  attention  fhould 
be  wanting  in  me  to  make  the  fituation  of  the  officers  as 
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mfjf  WA  a^veabie  as  drcumilaiioea  would  admit  o^  I  „ 
b^n  endeavouring  to  effe£^  it»  and  hope  I  Ihall  fuccecd« 

As  to  the  qilartMTS  allottod  to  the  officers  being  fudf  as 
would  not  be  held  &  for  gentlemen  in  their  iituation  in  ai^ 
part  of  the  world ;  and  although  your  Excellency  ta^j  have 
ftoi  jails  preferable^  yet  I  can  afTure  you  that  the  iame  quar- 
tsrrs  were  built  for,  allotted  to^  and  occupied  by^  our  owa 
officers  of  the  fame  rank  for  their  winter  quarters^  and  tkey 
were  eafy  and  contented  in  them* 

f  The  officers  boarding  promifcuouily  in  families^  wbm 
they  can  prevail  upon  &e  inhabitants  to  take  them  mi,  will 
be  eftabltthing  that  intercourfe  which  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  le*- 
giflature  as  much  as  poffible  to  avoid* 

Am  to  complaints  of  grievances  couched  in  rerulatioo^  t 
know  not  of  any,  the  r^ulations  were  intended  for  the  good 
pf  the  inhabitants  and  foldiety,  and  for  eftablifhiiig  that  ocder 
isid  regularity  fo  eflentiaUy  neceffary  under  circumftances 
like  the  prefent. 

That  the  article  regarding  the  officers  quarters  fball  be 
fHrraerly  fulfilled  is  my  determination,  and  that  as  iboo  a9 
|>oiBble|  but  that  they  ihall  npt  take  the  liberty  of  the  limiu 
of  a  parole  before  they  have  (igned  it,  is  a  retoiutiQii  that  I 
will  not  depart  from,  a^d  I  e^cpeft  that  they  govern  them- 
selves accordingly  • 

I  am  exceedingly  unhappy  that  your  Excellency  and  Ge* 
neral  Phillips  have  not  as  yet  furh  quarters  as  1  fiocerely 
wifh  of  you  dcfire;  no  endeavours  of  mine  ihall  be  wanting 
to  efFeA  it,  and  X  can  afTure  you  it  is  the  defire  of  the 
Council  alfo. 

I  muft  defire  your  Exosllency  to  move  into  one  of  the 
befl  houfes  that  have  been  taken  up,  viz.  Mrs.  Y aflaH V  or 
Mr.  Inman's.  It  will  be  much  more  comfortable  to  yoorielf 
and  agreeable  to  others,  than  being  ih  a  public  houfe^  ani 
fiKh  removal  fhall  not  in  the  leafl  abate  our  todeavours  tm 
ptocure  you  better  quarters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

with^reat  perfonal  reijpeft^ 
'   Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fcrvant^ 

Bis  ExctlUney  .  W.  H£ATH« 

'Xiiut.Gctt^Burgoynem    * 


SIR, 
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1  HAVE  the  hoocmr  oF  yodr  letter  6t  tiiis  day^MkH^ 
«Mi lunrd  OAly  to  rettini  'in'  anftirer,  that  till  the'  infrmgtt* 
ments  of  tlie  Coofetfcii^A  ant  redrei&d,  in  regard  to  tll9 
^aneriiig  of  ofikets  poUtknilarty,  I  cannot  coofifteiit;inl& 
Itiy  duty  .or  principles^  accept  perfonaUy  of  any  othef*  ad 
coinnniodations  than  Inch  as  I  ana  nowr  fubjefted  to^*^ihoiil(i|l^ 
(Icaft  the  wUl  of  yoW  government  ^  malBe  them  wbffe^' 
1  peiriftMdo  oiyielf  r  fliall  eoAtinue  to  perfevere  as:  bcedniet 
nev  .•;..:;.•: 

I  h«V€  tike  hmoQr  tobej^  iflio.  <  ' 

.  Jfotk  f i«fry  f777*       '       :  ^  J.  B*  ' 

Miyor  Gcjural  Aasb^ 


Ccjff  tf  liitmnam  General  Burgoyn^s  LefUr  to  Major  Gnurei 

'■*  'Mmib^ 

SIR,  Nov.  t2ihf  iy77* 

NO  alteration  having  yet  been  made  refpefting  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  troops/  vqu  wiH  nerl%  furprifed  at  tho 
increafeof  my  anxiety,  and  I  am  perfaaded  you  will  readily 
^xcttle  th^  trouble  it  occa&MU^  yoo^ 

The  time  elapfed  muft  have  been  ibfficneitt  to  dhermint 
wiMitthe government,  civil  andmilitarr,  i«  able  ordtfpofed 
to4o^ -aiid  Irequeft  from  yoi3,  Sir^  as ip^edy  a' coramonica- 
tion  as  may  be  of  their  final  decifion.  -  .  i  " 

On  the  part  of  the  troops,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
the  oflloers  are  ready  to  figti  the  parole  propofed,  as  fbon  a$ 
the  teraM  n^eeffiirity  previous  tb  thkt  obligation  are  fulfilled^ 
tmi'tlKitt  proper  explanation  is  given  relative  to  fome  circunw 
ftances  of  the  regulations*  I  am  confident  the  latter  are  of  at 
nature  that  will  admit  of  no  difficulty  when  laid  before  you«^ 

Having  intimated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  yeftcrday,  my 
intention  of  not  feparatin^  my  lot  from  that  of  the  army,  I 
ihould  not  trouble  you  with  any  word  at  prefbnt  upon  riio 
fubjcd  of  quarters,  were  it  not  that  the  arrival  of  my  ba^ 
gage  and  that  of  Major -Oeneral  Phillips,  and  the  pi^nt 
fituation  of  it  upon  Cambridge  Common,  expofe  any  men 
deftinecl  to  the  care  of. it,. to  great  hardOiips  in  point  of 
weather,  afnd  without  a  guard  I  luppofe  ,the  fecurity  of  our 
Jm>perty  would  be  fmall'.  Thc'houfts  you  liMfhlliontd  jretf cr- 
day  arc  fe  exceed  tnghr  inconvenient,  the  one  ift  point  >tff 
Sze^  and  ibe  oiher  ia  oeing  detent  i&  evefy^  tniele  of  laffr 
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•  Diture^  that  to  occupy  either  would  make  my  con^dD  %orfe 
littii  it  is.  The  houfe  6f  Mr.  Temple  Would  certainly  fiiit 
me  exceedingly  well,  aod  ihould  the  grett  eflenrial  mattera 
of  public  faith  agnin  take  fuch  a  .tara  as  mig|it  'j^ttifj  me 
ib  accepting  a  favour,  I  (hduld  certainly  h6ld  my felf  obliged 
to  .you  for  your  good  offices  to  procure  me  that  partitnlac 

,  That  nothing  may  be  left  undone  by  me  to  accommodate 
•11  the  knatters  in  agiution,  I  wiU.4efire  Mafor  General 
Phillips  to  attend  you  to-morrow  morning,  if  you  apprpre 
of  it,  in  .order  ta difciKs. and » regulate  every  point  upon 
which,  difficulties  have  already  arile%  or  upon  whidi  tiuj 
may  be  forefeen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  perfooal  reipeft, 
SIR, 

Your  nMift  obedient  (enrant, 
M^or  Giiural  Heatb.  J.  Bo&coTNE. 

SiM  cf  MaJJicbMfilfs  Bay. 

Head^uarttrs,  BofioHy  Ntv.  Wbf  1777. 

PERMIT  the     .  to  proceed  to 

Ae  eaftem  parts  of  this  State,  and  return  widi  a  load 

of  wood  for  the  ufe  pf  the  troops  of  Lieutenant  General 

fiurgoyne's  army.  . 

I  do  Jiereby  certify  that  if  the  '  or  wood 

is  detained  the  faid  troops  only  will  be  fofierers* 
To  th0  Commarulers  ofibe  Briti/h  W.  HsA.TRy  M.  G. 

.    Veffeis  crmixiHg  on  tbe  Ccaft  of^ 
.  Majfachufefi  Bay. 

Lieutenant  General  JBur^oyne  concurs  in  the  aboye  po^ 
Major  General  Heath  having  engaged  his  faith  that  k  (hall 
not  be  employed  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  foecified. 

CmnbriJ^e^fiV.  I4ib^  1777.    J*  BuRGOYNS,  Lieut*  Geo. 


SIR,  OwncilChmkr^  Nov.  istb^  1777. 

MR.Auftin  and  myielf  were  to  lay  the  inciofed  paperi 

^before  yov^  laft  evening^  but  the  other  important  bufineft 

.pi^lhcd  it  out  of  my  muid*»-7he  b^a^rd  ai^  the  favour  of 
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yw  t#  l^y  tbi9.9)4t$e^  before  General^  Burgojne,  and  if  he. 
caa  furnifli  thep)  with  cloathing,  perhaps  a  blanket  or  a 
triflp-  mofc  9iay  anfwer^  tl^e  Cponcil  will  dilcbarge  them 
on  paroWf  and  fuffer  them  to  return  to  Qudbec :  they  are  all 
Canadians  and  in  number  about  thi^y-4vc,  were  taken  with 
Colonel  3aum's  party ;  if  any  thing  can  be  done^  plcafc  to. 
ioforin  the  Board  by  one  of  your  aid-de^'Camps,  or  afiy  other^ 
way  more  agreeable  to  your  honovry  . 
I  am,. 
SIR, 

very  rcfpcftfully, 

ypvjr  humble  fervant, 

R,  Derby,  jun. 


To  the  Commlffary  of'Priforurs. 

SIR, 
SINCE  we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  vou,  wc  have  flat* 
tcred  ourfelves  that  your  promife  would  nave  been  efFefted, 
that  is  to  fay,  that  we  fhould  be  relieved  from  this  fhip  to  be 
better,  but  we  fee  with  anxiety  that  nothing  is  done — for 
which  reafon  we  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  yoiT,  that 
our  fituation  is  too  difagreeable  to  continue  long,  the  far-^ 
tber  we  go  -the  worfe  we  are ;  being  reduced  to  lay  one 
ppoa  the  other,  the  vermin  devouring  us,  without  adding 
more  of  the  mif^ries  of  men,  all  of  which  wc  have. 

Make  us  all  the  proportion,  or  any  you  pleafe,  to  obtain 
pur  releaferaent  we  will  confent  to  any  thing. 

We  beg  you  will  pay  a  little  attention  to  our  re^ueft,  and 
believe  us, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  humble 

and  obedient  fervants. 

The  Canapians* 


SIR, 
SEVERAtf  days  are  pow  paft  fince  we  have  been  in«», 
fonped  of  your  arrival.  Judge  of  the  joy  of  all  the  poor 
Canadians,  who  as  well  as  ourfelves  are  flattered  you  nave 
obtsuned  them  leave  to  return  to  our  homes:  you  can't 
uqagiile  in  what  a  difagreeable  fituation  we  are  in,  no  men 
on  earth  were  ever  worfe ;  we  are  devoured  mth  vermin^ 
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and  three  parts  in  a  manner  naked ;  we  are  perfuaded  if  thofe 
gentlemen  (meaning  the  Council)  faw  our  diftreis,  they 
certainly  would  ferl  for  us.  We  are  convinted  you  will 
do  every  thing  in  Jfouf  power  to  obtain  our  removal  from 
this  (hip,  for  we  give  yoo  our  honours  that  marc  than  half 
will  never  live  to  fee  fpnng  if  they  are  not  removed. 

Is  it  poffiWe  thofe  gentlemen  do  not  feel  for  fo  many 
poor  fatheis  of  families,  who  beg  and  pray  them  to  h^ve 
corapailion  on  them.  We  requcft  you  to  intcreft  yourtclf  in 
our  behalf;  endeavour  to  obtain  our  releafement;  come  and 
fde  us  in  the  miicrable  liCuation  we  are  in ;  we  place  great 
coufiJ^nce  in  you  as  well  as  in  Mr.  M*Carty,  to  whom  we 
have  the  honour  te  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Cleancoux^ 

Our  rcfpcQs  to  )Ouc  Ladies.  fiL£U&Y« 

To  Mr.  Price. 


SIR,  Cambrtd?t^  Kov.  l9 thy  1 777. 

TI^E  inclement  feafon  adaocing  faft,  and  the  cold  the 
foldiers  endure  by  the  expofurc  and  conltruftion  of  the  bar- 
racks being  already  extreme,  it  becomes  an  objed  of  the 
grcat(?ft  concern  with  me  to  provide  for  their  relief.  I 
therefore  requeft  you^  Sir,  and  I  am  periuaded  your  difpo* 
fition  will  intereft  you  in  my  application,  to  order  enquiry 
to  be  made  in  what  quantity,  and  at  \vha«  price,  blanketing, 
or  waim  mittens,  or  cloth  proper  to  mako  foldiers  leggings, 
can  be  purchafcd  at  Bofton. 

From  what  I  have  been  able  to  gather  in  converfation,  I 
apprehend  uiLch  eKpeftation  cannot  be  placed  upon  any  of 
thtTe  fuppUct  in  Bofton  at  prefont  ;  I  therefore,  as  the  next 
rdburcc  defi.c  your  protection  to  forward  the  Ipttcr  inclofed 
to  General  Pigut  at  Rhode  liland  by  exprelk,  and  to  grant 
fuch  pHlTports  -as  may  fccure  the  expeditious  conveyance 
of  fucli^nuuerials  as  cap  be  furnilhcd  there  at  the  ptfcient,  or 
be  af.crWards  rrnnrporred  thither  from  New  York." 

I  confide.  Sir,  to  your  hpnour  not  to  make  poblic  un- 
nccetfarily  wHnt  I  have  written  to  General  Pigot  cooceming 
tM  fate  of  the  army  and  inyfelf;  at  the  Tame  time,  if  there 
i:j  a  fentence  or  h  word  xliiit  upon  peruial  you  ftiall  think 
'  '  improper 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C  A  N  A  D  A    P  A  P  S  R  S.^  xi 

imprdpcf  to  let  pafs,  I  will  change  or  effact  it.  My  only 
views  are  to  remove  mifreprcfentations  tbat  may  cffeA  my 
reputation,  and  to  fccure  a  fafc  conveyance,  for  my  letten 
I  requfcft  the  meffage  may  be  of  your  own  ordering,  and  1 
will  readily  pay  the  expencc  that  may  bcft  infurc  his  quick 
return. 

I  Ihnll  have  to  beg  the  fame  fort  of  favour  of  you  in 
JL  few  days,  to  pafs  an  open  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 

Your  obe<|icnt  fcrvafit, 
To  M.G*  Hemhi  J.  Burgoyne. 

SIR,  CUmbrtJge^  Nov:  i8f*,  1777^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  yours  with  papers  inclofed  from 
the  Council,  refpefting  about  thirty-five  Canadian  prifoners. 
It  is  with  great  pain  I  learn  that  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  the 
King,  taken  as  I  underftand  in  arms,  fliould  be  expofed  to 
the  treatment  they  reprefeot^  which  the  Council  do  not 
ieem  to  contradift. 

The  Board  being  now  difpofed  to  difcha/'ge  them  Jon  pa- 
role, I  ihould  be  happy  to  contribute  any  thing  in  my  power 
to  their  further  comfort ;  and  if  blankets  or  any  other  fe- 
curities  againft  the  inclemency  of  «the  feaibn  could  be  pur* 
chafed  ift  Softon  at  a  price  within  reafon,  I  -fhould  certainly 
confider  thefe  poor  men  among  the  reft  of  the  army* 

I  tranfmit  to  you.  Sir,  in  a  feparate  letter,  what  has  oc- 
curred to  me  relative  to  fupplying  the  foldiers  with  indif- 
penfable  necellarics,  and  I  doubt  not  of  your  concurrence  for 
carrying  any  plan  of  humanity  into  fpeedy  cffeft. 
I  am, 
SIR, 
♦  Your  obedient  fcrvant, 

Myor  Gen.  Heath.  J*  BuKGOYi^TE,- 


SIR,  Cambnd^ei  Nov*  iStb,  1777* 

HAVING  already  troubled  you  with  two  letters  of  this 

date,  I  Ihould  not  intrude  farther  upoa  your  time,  were  it  not 

that  I  think  the  occaiion  particular,  both  ii>  point  of  pro* 

priety  and  of  juftice. 

Several  Britilh  foldiers  haVe  abfconded  within  thefe  few 
Jt^j^i  letlen  have  been  received  from  fcme^  ietting  fortfa^ 

b  a  tibat 
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th^t  they  had  no  intention  to  deftit,  bat  that  fhcy  had  hdrh 
induced  to  feek  (belter  in  the  country,  from  the  great  bard- 
ihips  they  endured  by  the  fearcity  of  wood,  and  the  incon- 
venieace  of  the  barracks :  others  have  made  known  to  their 
officers  that  they  were  decoyed  away,  made  drunk,  and  af» 
terwards  engaged  in  yourfcrvice,  when  not  maftersof  their 
reafon.  To  confirm  this  aiTcrtion,  it  is  reported  to  me  fliat 
a  houfe  of  reception  is  opened  at  the  foot  of  the  Barrack 
Hill,  where  liquor  is  diftributed  gratis  to  the  foldiery,  and 
where  dcferters  from  us,  of  lefs  {>enitent  fpirit  than  thofe 
above  defcribed,  are  hourly  appearing  in  new  regimentals  of 
yQurfervice,  ofiering  promifes  and  money. to  invogle  their 
former  comrades,  and  m  the  groflcft  manner  infultiog  their 
former  officers. 

.  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  you  will  be  concerned. <6  hear  the 
.firil  excufe  ftated  for  the  abfcondiag  of  foldiers;  btit  it  is 
upon  the  latter  grievance  I  mean  to  make  my  particular 
complaint,  and  1  am  confident  I  need  only  racntioii  it  to 
induce  you  to  give  you  fuch  orders  as  may  moft  cSk&xaHBj 
difcountenance  what  is  paft,  and  prevent  any  future  attempts 
of  fo  unfair  a  kind.  In  the  mean  time  I  mall  eadeavoor  to 
make  proper  examples  of  fuch  offenders  of  our  own  as  have 
beea  dctefied.) 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 

Your  obedient  fcrvant, 
Major  Gen.  Heath.  J«  BuRCOTN£» 


GENERAL    ORDER S* 

Head  garters,  Rdfion^  Nov.  20,  1777. 
IN  confcquence  of  exprcfs  orders  from  the  honourable 
Continental  Congrefs,  received  on  yefterday,  the  name  and 
rank  of  every  commiffioned  officer,  and  the  name,  for* 
mer  place  of  abode,  and  occupation,  fize,  age  and  defcription 
of  every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  private  foldier,  and  all 
other  perfons  comprehended  in  the  Convention  madie  between 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  and  Major  General  Gatds,  on 
the  1 6th  day  of  Oiftober,  1777,  arc  to  he  careftiUv  taken  down 
in  writiiig.-*— Lieutenant  General  Buigoyne' will  pleafe  im- 
mediately to  order  his  Deputy  Adjutant  Gent^ral  to  prepare 
the  hfts  accordihgly  ;  '^d  Major  Andrew  Brown  i»diiteded 
to  receive  iifta^  ana  :io  ^afs  the  aon-oommiffi^acdi  cficer»  and 

£>I^en. 
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ftMiers,  tttiSAy  ikfcrnng  that  the  d«feriptioiis  are  ngjMf 
noted,  and  correA  them  where  there  are  any  miftakes.  '  - 

Thit^ifiaefsis  iiumediately  tp  be  attended  to. 

S'l  R,  Cdmifidgey  Nw.  20, 1777. 

I  HAVE  lekwu^d  a  paper,  dated  Head  Quatters,  BoftM^ 
Nov.  20th,  pttrpbfiiki^tobe  founded  upon  enprefe  orders!  frote 
the  honoamble  Cbntinetital  CongreTs^  which  pj^per  I  r^mrtc 
^  lAadfiriifible,  beeaiyfe  extending  t6  matter 'in  which  lUk 
Cotigrrfs  have  no  right  of  interference. 

A  ttjft  of  the  natties  and  rank  of  every  OMiaiHlion  oflik^tir, 
-'and  the  nttnabert'^f  the  nan-commiffion  ^iicers  and  fpldietii 
'may  be  necefiary  to  yon,  Sir,  for  the  purp6fe  of  fiilfilltng  the 
4>>nvta«ion  in  the^quartertikg  c^cers^  and  the  re|;ulardeiivei^ir 
of  pfovifions,  fuel,  &c.    Such  lift»  ihall  be  prepared  attyMr 
Tbqneft  ;  but  before  2iny  other  lifts  can'  be  granted,  I  muft  Mc 
-affored  of  the  purpofes  for  which  they  ate  intended,  tnd  tbc 
-word  Order  muft  neither  be  mentioned  nor  ioiplied. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
Your  obedient  (ervant^ 
IFoM^ot  General  Ikatb.  J.  B. 


SI  R,.  Head  garters,  Btflm^  Nov.  21, 1777. 

YOUR  fevcral  letters  of  the  i8th  inftant  were  duly  re- 
'  ceiv^d.     A  multipKcity  of  preffing  avocations  has  prevented 
afty  anftrering  of  them  tboncr. 

BKihketing  or  other  articles  neceffaty  for  the  comfort  6{ 
your  troops  cannot  be  obtained  in  Bofton  ;  and  I  think  yodr 
plan  of  procuring  them  from  Rhode^-lfknd  eligible.  You 
may  depend  -  upon  my  affiftance  in  facilitating  any  a  As  of 
'  humanity.  It  will  be  beft  that  the  cloathing  (hould  be  land- 
ed at  Providence,  Swanfey,  or  Taunton  (unlefs  you  would  nln 
the  rifle  of  tranfportiiig  of  ihem  to  this  place  by  water)  to  ei- 
Aer  of  Whith  places  I  will  give  free  p2riijk>rtsi  and  one  of  your 
quarter-ntafters  fhall  have  my  permiffion  to  go  up  upon  their 
arrival,  to  procure  teams  and  lee  them  fafe  down,  in  whkh  he 
fhall  have  the  affifkance  of  one  of  my  conduflors. 

Your  packet-to  General  Pigot  fhall  befentby  a  faithful 

snellenger,  perha^'by^n&of  my  own  family  ;  andalthowgh 

your  narrative  ot  ealuakies  is  rafher  more  particular  tharris 

t'  -      '  cufUmaiy 
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ctifiomary,  in  like  cafes,  yet  I  fiiall  aot  infift  upon  any  ahtf« 
rations. 

In  another  of  your  letters  of  the  fame  date,  you  enumerate 
feveral  allegations  new  and  furprifing  to  me.  I  have  repeat 
tedly  and  moft  ftriAly,  in  general  orders,  forbid  the  foldiery 
of  the  Convention  pamilg  the  chain  of  {entries ;  an^i  to  prevent 
impoiition,  by  pretence  of  being  officeili'  icrvants,  bavc  or- 
dered printed  pafles  to  be  given  lo  thofe  who  are  really  fucb, 
and  if  any  others  pafs,  ic  is  a  brqach .(^orders,  which  1  expe& 
your  officers  as  well  as  the  guards  and  centinels  will  ciLert 
themfelves  to  prevent*  .  I  cannot  admit  tb^t  the  fcarcity  of 
wood,  or  inconvenience  of  the  barracks,  has  been  the  induce- 
jnent  todefcrtion  ;  for  although  (notwithftapdingour  utmoft 
exertion)  the  troop$  might  fuffer  for  want  of  fuel,  yet  tbey 
have  fince  a  fupply  e^al  to  that  allowed  our  own  tfoopa, 
who,  while  performing  hard  duty,  liave  worfc  barracks,  and 
are  more  expofed  to .  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon.  I  have 
ftriAly  forbid  intercourfe  or  converiation  betweeii  the  troops, 
and  inftead  of  their, having  liquor  offered  them  gratis^  I  ievo- 
ral  days  fince  di  redded  that  fmall  parlies  (hould  vifit  the  pu- 
blic houfcs,  and  take  up  and  confine  fuch  foldiers  as  they 
might  find  in  them.  As  to  tiieir  inlifting  into  our  fcrvice,  it 
is  diredly  contrary  to  an  exprefs  order  of  Congrefs,  a^od  du- 
ring my  command  here,  I  have  ilriftly  enjoined  on  the  re- 
cruiting officers  not  to  inlift  pri  Toners  or  deferters  from  the 
Britifh  army,  who  have  deferred  during  this  campaigpi,  and 
have  obliged  them  to  releafe  many.  After  all,  you  will  rea- 
dily admit  that  dcfertions  will  happen  in  all  armies,  and  it 
will  be  no  wonder  if  they  fhould  be  contideraUe  from  one 
*  circumftanccd  like  yours  ;  and  while  I  am  determined  to  dif- 
coiintcnance  and  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  all  unfair  prac- 
tices, and  you  endeavour  to  make  proper  examples  of  any  of 
your  own  foldiers  who  may  be  detefled,  I  muft  defire  you 
.  will  pleafc  to  avoid  any  capital  punifhments  during  your  con- 
tinuance in  this  ftate. 

Year  other  letter,  refpcAing  the  Can^ians,  I  have  fentto 
council,  from  whom  I  received  the  papers  I  traolmicted  yoa 
rcfpedling  them. 

I  am, 
with  fentiments  of  efteem. 

Your  £xcellency*«  obedient  fervaoty 

H!s  Excellency  W.  HfiATH,  M.  G, 

,  General  Burgoync^ 

SIRj 
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SIR,  Hcad^artersj  Boffon,  Nov.  ai,  1777, 

YOURS  of  ycftctday  is  before  me,  'arid  altho'  you  might 
at  iirft  imagine  that  the  honourable  Continental  Congrefs 
have  no  right  of  interference  in  matters  of  the  Convention, 
yet  I  conclude,  upon  further  refle£iion,  you  muft  be  convinced 
that  as  that  body  are  the  rcprclentativcs  of  that  people  wl;o 
are  to  reap  the  advantages  or  difadvantages  of  the  Convention, 
and  as  all  coiittnental  officers  »re  ading  by  virtue  of  their  au- 
thority, and  under  their  direftion,  they  affuredly  have  ariglit 
of  interference,  and  to  give  fuch  orders  to  their  officers  as  tliey 
msiy  think  piroper,  for  the  full  completion  of  the  Convention, 
and  for  the  fafety  and  good  of  the  people. 
•  The  paragraph  of  my  orders  of  the  20th  inftant,  refpefting 
the  troops  cl  the  Convention,  is  founded  in  reafon  and  juftice, 
being  deiigned  only  to  afcertain  the  officers  and  foldiers  who 
are  comprehended  in  tlie  Convention,  that  in  cafe  any  of 
them  (contrary  to  their  faith  and  honour)  fhould  hereafter  be 
found  in  arms  againft  thefe  States  in  North  America,  durins 
the  ppcfent  conteft,  they  may  beconvifted  of  the  offence  ana 
fuffer  thepunifhmentin  fuch  cal'ts  inflided  by  the  law  of  na^ 
tioii&  :  I  mnA  therefore  iniift  that  you  furnilh  me  with  prow 
per  tifb  of  names  and  defcriptions,  for  the  purpofes  before- 
mencioned,  as  foon  as  may  be. 

The  other  iifts  of  the  names  and  rank  of  the  commiffion 
officers,  and  the  number  of  non- commiffion  officefrs  and  fol-« 
diers,  fo  eflentially  ncceflary  for  the  feveral  purpofes  of  re- 
gularity with  quarter-mafters  and  commiiTaries  (and  which 
flionld  be  frequently  renewed  as  circumflances  may  vary) 
Should  long  ere  this  have  been  exhibited.  Some  days  iince 
I  directed  my  Deputy  Adjutant  General  to  call  for  them, 
and  LexpeA  they  will  be  fent  in  without  delay,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  abovementioned, 

I  fhall  at  all  times  endeavour  to  found  my  orders' on  the 
principles  of  honour,  reafon  and  juftice,  and  not  to  infringe 
tboCetdeliaite  principles  in  others ;  but  my  orders  for  the  pur* 
pofes  of  wder  and  r^idarity  rauft  be  .obeyed  by  every  man 
and  all  bodies  of  men  placed  under  my  direftion,  and  fnUy 
deton&ined  I  am  that  offenders  fhall  not  pafs  vrith  impunity. 
I  am, 

with  great  perfonal  regard. 
Your  Excellency's 
moft  obedient  fervant 
2i^;«  QcM.  Surgyitff  W,  Heath,  M.  G. 
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;         SI  R,  CamkUge^  Nov.  23,  1777, 

YOUR  kttcr,  datfid  Boftop,  Nov.  aifk,  tjendwiagtbefiib* 
jeAof  a  formtr  letter  which  refpeAed  ordecs  from  the  Conti- 
nental CongreCfi  for  fjornilbing  defcripdve  lifta  of  the  iioe» 
caouniffi^nod  officfln  znikMxen,  came  t»  lay  bund  ctd^  on 
tke  23d. 

,  I  rely  upon  yoi9k  ^  enquire  in^o  the  caiiAs  of  dehy  ia  the 
deHvery  of  kttQrs,  that  fiiould  ibei>e  be  any  wmt  of  puajbo.'* 
lity  m  tber  aaftf  ei»»  that  io^tention  may  not  be  iaaipgtffid  to 

I  am  ibrry^  you  fliootd  have  fuppoTcd  me  of  fb  Hg^  a  cba- 
rader  as  to  have  aQed  ia  a  fenous  matter  of  ftafie  upoa  4 
fwlden  impreffion  ;  be  aflbred,  I  very  well*  weighed  mjr  aa« 
fvver  before  I  gave  it  ;  and  having  done  fi>^  you  wiU  IM  bi^ 
fomrifed  that  I  am  d^eimined  to  abide  by  k. 

I  am  not  fo  ignorant  of  the  rights  and  cuftoms  of  the  civi- 
lized world  as  to  difpulo  that  the  kgiflative  powers  of  everj 
community  have^  and  ought  to  have^  juft  conuoul  over  tha 
aAions  of  all  perlbm  fbond  lo  tbeUmits  o(  their  juiifdiAioOy 
as  £ar  as  re^rds  the  obfervanoe  of  their  ^easral  promid|pteA 
kwii  IA  criminal  or  civil  polke.  But  this  acknowledi^nt 
does  not  at  all  apply  to  the  cafe  in  qoeftion,  whereribcfGofi<< 
grefs^  as  the  executive  power  of  the  ftatc^  think  proper  to  if- 
Sie  ah  order  to  pevfona,  not  their  fubjeds,  in  a  matl3er>  ao  way 
relating  to  the  ciy,tl  goverpmcat  of  the  ooantrr,  bat  a^amieg 
a  right  to  ia^pf^e  new  Gonditieiis  on  a  tiaaty  or  public  faith. 

Feriiaps,  sir,  you  will  not  find,  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  mi* 
litary  cooveniioas  or  even  capitulations,  ifuu^  snfiaaco 
whtreia  there  is  not  an  article  biadiM  upon  one  of  the  parties 
pat  to  &rve  fior  a  limited  time  ;  but  I  defy  you  lofiada^^lr 
inft^nce  vrhere  any  other  fecmrity  was  demanded  for  tkit 
oliligation  than  the  pledge  of  national  faith. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  look  upon  die  reafoos  jtna  giye.for 
demanding  deftiriptixe  lifts,  via.  ^^  to  afcectain  the  offloers  and 
tfeUievs  in  cafe  they  (hovld  bereaftev  take  aonafiootnay 
to  thtir  faith  and  hononr,*'  as  s^i  unpf^oedeated  iafak-apop 
fay  country. 

. ..  Jf  |«a  mfiitoddbcad  fiomaeoecalhifioryjio  pankai^aaod 
recent  fa£t$  upon  this  fubjeA,  I  beg  leaime  to  call  your  rebol- 
Icftion  to  the  .condnft  of  Sir  Gny  Carieton  and  niyfelf  (for 
he  did  me  the  honour  to.confult  aae)  when  laft  year  we  re- 
leafed  from  Cimada  snaay  hiuubadqprilbners  of  the  Continen- 
tal troqps,  ApDA  >d^  bareparole  of  not^ervii^g  againft  the 
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King  till  exchanged.  We  have  fince  had  no  other  depen- 
dence ^an  that  of  public  &ith,  that  thofe  men  have  not  been 
indifcriminately  employed  in  arms.  We  have  rcftcd  eafj^ 
tinder  this  dependence,  it  is  true,  becaufe  we  fuppofe  every 
officer  in  the  Continental  amiy  would  be  ready  to  poniih  the 
offbnders^  '^  we  fbould  be;  in  tne  like  cafe, 

I  have  b^n  drawn  unawares  into  a  long  explanation ;  but 
I  truft  it  will  have  efleft  to  prevent  any  farther  trouble  npon^ 
this  fubieft  either  to  you,  or  to, 

SIR, 
Your  oioft  obedient  fervant^   • 

MaJ.  Gen.  Heath.  }.  B. 


SIR,     '  Camhri^e^  Nov.  24^  177^. 

SINCE  I  faw  your  officer  this  morning,  I  have  received  z 
difpatch  from  Sir  William  Howe,  informing  me  that  tran^ 
fports  were  preparing  with  all  poifible  expedition,  to  convey 
the  troops  under  the  convention  to  England. 

Matter  arifes,  in  regard  to  the  embarkation,  which  I  con- 
ceive it  may'  be  the  intereft  of  both  parties  to  adjufl  fo  as  to 
prevent  delays;  and  as  it  (nay  become  neceflary  to  have  com* 
munication  with  Genera!  Wafhington,  or  pcmbly  with  the 
Continental  CongreTs,  I  beg  the  favour  of  an  interview  m«h 
you  as  fbon  a^  may  be,  vfhpn  I  (Kail  lay  the  whole  matter  be* 
fore  you. 

It  is  an  additional  reafon  to  defite  to  fee  you  in'peHbn,  that 

I  fhall  think*  the  fame  occafion  may  ftrve  to  difcufs,  and  I 

hbpe  cordially  and  finally  to  fettle,  fevcral  matters  at  prefent 

'  in  agitation  between  us,  fome  of  which  certainly  want  expla- 

nation  alone.  . 

If  you  will  njjme  any  hour  to-morrow,  I  will  have  the  ho- 
nour to  wait  upon  you  eilher  at  Boflon  or  at  Cambridge^  and 
I  conclude  you  will  not  objeft  to  my  bringing  Major  General 
Phillips  with  me.    •!  am, 

SIR, 

Your  mofl  obedient  fervant^ 

Maj.  Gen.  Heath.  J.  BynGOYNEit 


SIR,  Cambridge^  Nw,  2X9  1777*  . 

YOUR  Excellency  will  have  obferved  by  the  di^atdi  from 
Sir  William  Howe  to  me,  which  paiTed  through  your  hands, 
that  it  waa  matter  of  great  doubt  whether  the  traoip<»ts  de- 

c  ftiu^ 
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Aioed  to  .cai;ry  the  troops.  ^£DgIai^^  aocordbg  to  tbc  con«» 
veniiQO,  woif|il  be  able  to  iwke'ue  port  of  fioiloD  in  i^is  ad- 
vapr^  icalbn  of  the  year  ;  aqd  therefore,  that  it  might  be 
adviijible  to  ilnd  them  to  Rhode  Illand,  upon  the  fuppo&tion 
that.a  ipere  change  of  place,  which  made  no  alteration  in  the 
intent  and  meaning  of\ihe  conventioiii^  would  be  readily 
agreed  to,.  »  . 

IfifM  gp  ,tiine  may  be  Ipil  in  an  cmlmrkation  v^hicb  I  con* 
ccive  will  be  equally  defirable  to  the  tropps  and  to  this  coun- 
try in  point  of  convenicncyj^  I  take  the  earlieft  occaiioo  to  ap- 
ply to  your  Excellency 9  or  through  your  means,  if  you  judge 
ncceitary,  to  the  Continental  Cungrefs,  for  CQofeQt  to  march 
the  troops  to  i^iovidcncc,  or  fuch  other  place  as  may  be  com- 
modious to  pafs  them  by  fmall  craft  to  Newport.  Ihis  march 
to  ^ak^  plsfdc  whenever  advice  (hall  be  received  of  the  arrival 
of  the  tr^i^rpp^tsw— ShouUl  any  objeftion  be  aga'mft  Rhode* 
Iil«(^).  fl9y..conveuieM(.  port  in  the  found  would  equally  an- 
fwc|.Uiei»purpofe^ 

Should  any  coniiderations  arifc,  which  I  do  not  fbrdee,  to 
]p;iakethc  vyholc  proposal  objectionable  to  yourfelf  or  tlie  Coo- 
gti^y  ^Hilifhp  trqop»  fhould  bp  obliged  to  wait  the  paflage  of 
ttif  iran^^^  ro<|nd  Cape  Cod  ;  I  in  tbatcalc  requeft  paiT- 
port|  (or  iiiyfelf  and  my  fuite  to  Khode^-IfUnd^  in  order  to 
€pg^(k  CmV  bs^rd'^a  lepars^e  frigate  ;  pot  ooly  matters  of  gres^ 
'  privatf:  pqncf^rn  in  tHi^pcfsj^but  alfo  mj  ftate  of  hcaith,  re- 
quiring my  fpeedy  return  to  England, 

I:have.(\9  jpruple^  iii^y  ip  ailung  this  favour  at  f  cm-  hands, 
nor  -^all  I  have  a»y  in  acknowlcciging  i  t,  confident  that  no  duty 
n  impaired  by  an  intcrcourfe  of  perlbaal'  civilities  in  o&atters 
iviiere  t]^e  ,pv»lpJiic  ca^fe  cannot  poffibly  l;»e  committed  or  af  • 
fefted, 

Ti^^.RfVkct;  dirq£l^,ta  Sjr  William  Howe,  tndofed  here- 
lyith^  ct^t^ins  recQ^ifpfsiM^tian^  in'  which  the  preferment  of 
(iiany  i9«i;itQrk>%ls  individuals  is  deeply  interefted.  ]  am  per* 
fuaded,  Sir^  that  deicription  will  Ijm:  a  full  apology  for  troa« 
bling  you  to  pafs  it  by  a  trumpet.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
•      -     ••'....    •  -SIR,    •  ■  ••    ■ 

Your  moft  obe4it nc 
His  Excellency  and  moft  humble  iervanr^ 

C^fi.  Pfybington,  Ufc.  W^.  J.  Burgotn£>  Lt,  Gen, 
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SIR,  CarAbrtdgfy  Dec.  4. 

HAVING  received  information  that  Cornet  Grant  of  the 
16th  regiment  of  dragoons  is  prifoner  on  board  a  guardfhip, 
and  very  feverely  treated  ;  1  beg  leave,  through -your  means, 
to  make  enquiry  into  the  caufe,  and  alio  to  repreftnt  to  you, 
that  he  was  exchanged  by  Major  General  Gates,  and  that  you 
will  find  his  name  in  the  lift  tranfmittcd  to  you  from  that  ge- 
neral. I  have  therefore  to  require  his  immediate  rclcafc,  I 
take  the  fame  occafion  to  requeft  a  lift  of  all  officers  and  fol- 
diers  nowprifonersof  war  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufet's,  fpe* 
clfying  thetimeswhen  and  the  places  where  they  were  taken, 
in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  grant  relief  in  money  and 
neceffaries  to  fuch  as  may  have  occahon,  and  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  know  the  proj^reft  method  of  diftributing  fuch  relief. 

I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  yours  may  not  be  the  proper  channel 
for  this  application  ;  but  in  a  matter  of  humanity  I  am  con- 
fident you  will  not  think  it  a  trouble  to  give  it  due  dire£tioa 
and  fupport.    I  am, 

SIK,  ^ 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Mtij.  Gen.  Heath.  J.  B. 


SIR,  ^  ,  . 

BY  an  exprefs  received  this  morning  from  Major  Gene* 
ral  Pigot,  forwarcfed  by  order  of  Major  General  Spencer,  I 
am  iniormed  that  tranfports  are  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland,  fuf-  i 
ficient  to  convey  the  troops  under  the  Convention  to  Great 
Britain.  The  fcafon  of  the  year  makes  the  paffage  of  the 
tranfports  to  the  port  of  Bofton  very  hazardous,  if  not  im* 
prafticable.  | 

The  letter  and  fpirij  of  the  treaty  being  exprefs  upon  the 
purpole  of  a  free  and  f{)cedy  paffage  to  Great  Britain,  I  con- 
ceive no  objeftion  can^arife  to  my  application  for  pafTports 
and  efcort  to  march  the  troops i to  Providence,  and  for  admif- 
fion  of  fuch  fmall  craft  there  as  may  be  neceffary  to  convey 
them  immediately  on  board  their  re1pe£tivcftiips  without  go- 
ing on  Ihorc  in  Rhode  Ifland,  the  expenccs  for  the  convey- 
ance of  ba^age  and  other  articles  incident  upon  the  march 
aad  for  the  embarkation,  to  be  paid  by  the  troops  under  the 
fame  regulations  as  .qpon  the  march  from  Albany* 

Beiides  the  general,  propriety  of  this  meafure,  refpe£^\ng  the 
troops,  nuft  be,  I  am  perfuaded,  particularly  acceptable  to  all 

€  7,  who 
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who  ad  on  the 'part  of  America,  as  it  relieves  th§  country 
from  the  prefent  trouble  and  burthen  of  fupply  accommoda- 
tion, and  all  other  difficulties.  I  addrefs  piyfelf  to  you.  Sir, 
to  accomplifli  thefe  purpofes,  as  fuppofing  that  all  matters  re« 
fpeding  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  determinable  at  Bo- 
lion,  are  now  under  your  dire£lion« 

I  reqdeft  the  favour  of  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  convenient, 
and  am,  &c,  &c. 

Afaj.  G/n*  Heath •  J*  B« 


SIR,  Head-Barters^  Bofton^  Dec.  10,  1777- 

I  RECEIVED  your  favour  of  yefterday's  date  the  laft 
evening,  jn  which  you  requcft  pafipotts  and  an  efcort  to  march 
the  troops  of  the  Convention  to  Providence. 

Although  Congrefs  have  honoured  me  with  the  command 
of  the  eaftern  department,  yet  I  fhould  not  venture  fo  greatlyr 
to  alter  the  place  of  embarkatioo  as  is  propofed,  without  the 
knowledge  or  direction  of  that  honourable  body  :  and  his  Ex- 
cellency, General  Waihington,  having  not  long  fince  been  plea- 
fed  to  ngnify  as  much  tome,  as  his  opinion,  viz.  that  Congrefs 
only  had  the  right  of  altering  the  place;  this,  I  believe,  was al(b 
your  opinion,  when  you  defired  me  to  forward  your  difpatch 
to  General  \Vafliington,  that,  if  it  appeared  nccefliry  to  bim, 
he  might  obtain  the  opinion  of  Congrefs ;  that  difpatch  I 
forwarded,  agreeable  to  your  requeft,  by  a  faithful  hand  ;  I 
hope  foon  to  have  an  anfwer,  which  without  delay  (hall  be 
Communicated  to  you  \  my  own  cbnjedures,  however,  are, 
that  objections  will  be  made  to  the  troops  marching  to  the 
fouthwardy  and  I  mention  it,  that  you  may  endeavour  to  have 
the  tranfports  ordered  round,  if  you  fhould  think  proper. 
Every  exertion  in  my  power  fliall  be  aiForded  to  you  ;  but  I 
cannot^  in  any  inftance,  deviate  from  the  Convention,  with- 
out the  permiffion  of  Congrefs. 

Your  other  letters  have  not  paficd  fo  long  unanfwcred  for 
want  of  attention  ;  all  the  prifoners  of  war  are  under  the  di- 
reAlon  of  council,  and  after  I  receive  your  letters  I  am  obliged 
to  addrefs  them  on  the  fubieAs  which  you  requeft,  and  fome- 
times  feveral  days  elapfc  before  I  can  obtain  their  anfwcn 
This  trouble,  however.  Sir,  gives  me  pleafure,  if  I  can 
thereby  obviate  the  neceffitiesbf  the  officers  or  foldiery,  and  I 
would  not  have  it  in  the  leaft  leflen  your  applications  to  mt; 
but  you  will  not  attribute  the  procraftinatiofi  of  the  anfwers 
to  me* 

Congreft 
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Congrefs  having  pafled  fome  refolves  rcfpcfling  Colonel 
Campbell  and  fojne  Heflian  officeris^  in  reference  to  General 
Lee,  I  am  informed  that  he  cannot  be  exchanged  until  that 
matter  is  fettled.  Council  have  ordered  their  commiflary  of 
prifoners  to  make  me  out  a  lift  of  all  officers  and  foldiers  in 
this  ftate  who  areprifoners  of  war,  and  the  time  when  and 
where  taken ;  when  I  receive  it,  it  £hall  be  communicated  to* 
you  ;  they  alfo  inform  me,  that,  upon  having  the  proper 
evidence  of  the  exchange  of  Cornet  Grant,  he  fhall  be  re- 
leafed,  I  requeft  you  to  fend  me  down  a  copy  of  the  ex- 
change, lam,  £1R,  , 

Your  mo&  obedient  fervant, 

Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne.  W.  Heath,  M.  G. 


S  I  R*  Cambridge^  Dec.  12,  I777» 

I  DID  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  write  to  you  by  the  officer  of 
dragoons  who  lefr  this  place  for  Albany  about  three  weeks 
ago,  and  I  fent  you,  by  the  fame  occafion,  the  corred  lift  you 
defired  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention,  which  I  hope  you 
received  fafe. 

The  furgeon,  who  has  the  charge  of  thehofpttal  at  Albany, 
reports  to  me  that  your  commiflary  refufes  to  receive  the  pa* 
per  currency  of  the  country,  and  infifts  upon  hard  money  for 
all  the  expenditure.  A  proceeding  fo  diredly  againft  your 
own  laws,  will,  I  an>  perfuaded,  be  ftrongly  reprehended  by 
you,  and  f  have  .dirc^ed  the  furgeon  to  make  reprefentations 
to  you  for  rcdrefs. 

I  equally  rely.  Sic,  upon  your  juftice,  to  difcountenance 
flich  perfons  as  inveigle  difcharged  men  from  the  hofpital  to 
defert.  I  am  fure  you  will  think  it  an  unfair  dealing,  in  any 
inftances  -,  but  when  it  is  farther  employed  to  enlift  the  de-^ 
ferters  into  the  continental  troops,  it  becomes  a  breach,  as  I 
underftand,  of  a  refolution  of  the  Congrefs,  enforced  by  the 
orders  of  General  Waftiington. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  whether  the  delay  of  my  embarka* 
tion  may  be  long  enough  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  receiv- 
ing any  anfwer  to  this,  or  of  writing  to  you  again.  I  beg 
you  to  believe  me,  at  all  time.>,  and  in  all  places,  mindful  of 
your  perfonal  civilities,  and  ant, 

SIR, 
Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Maj.  Gini  Gules.  (Signed)        J.  Bu&goynb. 


SIR^ 
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SIR,  Head  ^uarUru  Boft&^  Dee.  i6,  1777. 

YESTERDAY  T  received/  by  exprefs,  a  refolution  of  the 
honourable  Continental  Congrefs,  p?fied  tbe  firft  of  this  in- 
ftant  dircduig  that  when  the  troops  of  the  Convention  'm- 
kirk,  it  be  at  the  port  fttpulaced  by  the  Convention  of  S^ra- 
toga,  and  no  other.  I  thought  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you 
to  have  the  earlieft  notice  of  it. 

I  am 
Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient  fervanr, 
Lieut.  Gen,  Burgoyne^  W.  H^ath. 


SIR,  Head-Barters^  Dec,  17,  1777. 

I  WAS,  a  few  days  ago,  honoured  with  yours  of  the  a5rh 

of  November.     The  packets  for  Sir  William  Howe,  and  the 

letters  for  gentlemen  in  his  army,  weieioMnediately  forwarded 

to  Philadelphia. 

As  1  did  not  coniMer  myfelf  at  liberty  to  anfwer  either  of 
your  rcquefts  without  firft  confulting  Congrefs,  I  have  tranf- 
mitted  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  them,  and  have  defired  their 
determination  as  fpeedily  ti  potfible»  As  foon  as  I  know  the 
refult,  I  (hall  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  acquainting  you 
with  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  f^frvant, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burg^ym.  G.  Washington. 


•/«  Cdti^refsy  Dec.  17/4,^777. 
RESOLVED,  that  General  Waftiington  be  dircded  to 
irtform  (jeneral  Burgoync,  the  Contjrefs  will  not  receive  nor 
confidcr  any  propofition  for  indulgence  or  altering  the  terms 
of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  unlefs  immediately  direded  to 
their  own  body. 

£xtra£l  from  the  Minuter, 
(Copy.)  Ch ARIES  Thompson,  Sec. 


SIR,  Head' Barters^  Dec.  20,  177?. 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  you,  on  the  17th 
inftant,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  cranfmitted  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  Cbngrcls.  The  inclofcd  copy  of  their  refolution 
pafTed  upon  that  fubjed,  which  I  fend  in  purfuance  of  their 
direction,  will  ihew  you  the  only  anfwer  1  have  obtained  to 

I  your 
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your  propofuionfi.  It  remains  folcly  ^itb  Coa^refs  to  grant 
ihe  indulgenjces  which  you  requdl.  The  bearer  will  im- 
mediately return,  by  whom  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
writing  to  them. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  , 

With  due  refpeft, 
SIR, 
Your  mbft  ©bedjwj  ftivant,   . 
Lieutini^nt  General  Burgoynf,  (j.  Wy\sHiNOT;OIC^ 

S  I  R,  Headquarters,  Bofiw^  Dec.  22,  I777« 

AS  ihe  purc^hafc  of  provifions,  fuel,  &c,  for  .your  troeps, 
pccafions  a  very  confidcrable  ex  pence  to  this  departinet>t,  I 
ibould  take  it  ^s  a  .favour  to  be  informed,  by  you,  whether  k 
will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  make  monthly  payments  for  the 
Fupplies  which  are  furnifhed  to  your  troops^  or^  if  you  can* 
not  conveniently  make  monthly  payments,  that  you  would 
advance  fuch  a  fumof  money  as  your  circumftanccs  will  ad«- 
mJt  of,  and  that  you  would  pieafe  to  inform  axe  on  what  day 
it  Ih^Il  be  paid,  if  practicable. 

1  obfcrved,*  W  General  Pigot^s  letter,  which  I  tranfmittcd 

Jou  the  laft  wees,  that  a  floop  load  of  flour  had  arrived  at 
Lhode-lfland  for  the  ufe  of  your  troops* 
I  am,  SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervai\t, 
LieutM  Gen.  Bkrg^yne*  W.  Hbath, 


SIR*  Camiridgey  Jan.  3,  1778. 

AS  you  made  no  objedlloi^  to  my  piropofal  of  fending  a  pro- 
per perfon  to  Rhode-lfland  for  a.  fupp)y  of  money  for  the  ufe 
of  the  troops  of  the  Convention,  I  direi^ed  preparation  acr 
^cordrngly,  and  have  expe(^ed  yefterday  and  this  morning  to 
hear  from  you,  according  to  your  engagement.  To  avoid 
any  farther  delays,  I  now  make  %  requifition  to  you  thai  Mr. 
Oeddes,  adding  paymafter  to  the  troops  of  the  Convention^  be 
jfurniflied  with  a  paiTport  to,  Rhode-Ifland^  upon  his  parole-*  to 
return  at  a  proper  limited  time,  and  Ukcwife  that  mean»  may 
be  taken  to  proevre  him  a  proper  efcort^  upoa  bis  return  ta 
Proyidenqc,  for  hia  fafe  coniixSt  to  Caoibridge,  with  fuch 
jfums  as  he  (hall  be  able  to  obtain.  1  beg  the  favour  of  your 
*  iuifwer  this  evening,  and  Mr.  Geddes.ihaU  be  ready  to  wait 
.  U(K>n  you  to-morrow  morning  (if  ypu  tliink  it  nece^y)  to 
fliew  you  the  letters  he  is  charged  with. 
^^  "  / '  '  Ifliall 
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I  Ihall  be  obliged  t<>  you  for  inforini^ion  when  your  mefien- 
ger  fets  out  bn*  his  return  to  General  WaOiington. 
•'   .     •  I  am,  SIR,  &(^  &c. 

Maj.  Gm.  Heath.  J.  Burooyne, 

SIR,  Head-Barters^  Bo/Ion^  Jan.  3,  1778* 

YOURS  of  tVis  date  is  juft  come  to  hand.  Mr.  Geddea 
(hall  have  a  paflport  to  Rhode-Ifland  upon  calling  to-morrovr 
at  my  quarters,  giving  his  parole,  &c« 

My  exprefs  will  rc^turn  to  the  foi|thward  on  Monday  or 
Tucrday  next  at  fartheft. 

•  You  was  pjcafed  to  mention,  the  other  day,  a  man  of  war's 
coming  round  to  take  you  to  England,  The  refolve,  whic|i 
I  fent'  you  a  copy  of  this  day,  fettles  the  matter  as  to  your 
going  before  the  .troops  ;  and,  upon  farther  confideration,  I 
think  it  would  be  rather  improper  for  a  man  of  war  to  come, 
sn  a  flag,  either  before  or  with  the  tranfports,  and  your  Ex- 
cellency can  be  equally  accommodated  on  boai-d  a  convenient 
tranfport :  I  thrnk  that  fuch  a  one  will  be  moft  proper,  an4 
a  man  of  war  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  harbour, 

I  am 
Your  Excelkncy's  obedient  fervant, 
Lieut,  (^en.  Btirgoyne.  W.  Hbath. 


SIR,  Head' Barters^  Bejlon^  Jan.  3, 177  8. 

I  RECEIVED,  the  laft  evening,  p^r  exprefs,  a  refolve  of 
the  honourable  Congrefs,  of  the  19th  ult.  direfting  *•  That 
the  accounts  of  all  provisions  and  other  neceflaries  which  al- 
ready have  been,  or  which  hereafter  may  be,  fupplicd  by  the 
public  to  prifoners  in  the  power  of  thefc  ftates,  fiiall  be  difi 
charged,  by  cither  receiving  from  the  Britifh  commiffary  of 
•prifoners,  or  any  of  his  agentSj^  provifions  or  other  neceflaries, 
equal inquality  and  kind  to  what  have  b.een  fupplied,  or  the 
amount  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  at  the  rate  of  four  {hillings 
andfbcpence  fterling  for  every  dollar  of  the  currency  of  theii 
ftates,  and  that  all  thefe  accounts  be  liquidated  and  difcbarged 
previous  to  the  reJeafeofany  prifoners  to  whom  provifiona 
or  other  neceflaries  (hall  have  been  fuppjield.** 

This  refolve  is  prefaced  upon  Sir  WilKam  Howe's  requi« 

fit'ion-fbr  provifions  to  be  fcnt  in  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 

American  prifoners  ih  his  pofleffion,  and  for  the  purchafe  of 

fuch  neceflaries  as  they'ftand  in  need  of,  and  die  fraudulency 

•  •'  of 
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of  thofe  ivbo  hMfP  CQVLtkWfint^  the  cohtii^eiital  bills  of  cre- 
diti  largie  Aiots  o^  irhicb  b^tl^  b«en  iflijed. 

1  am  adfo  diredcd  to  tcp  ^^  tliac  all  accounts  with  you  are 
Ibtded  aod  fuHj  naidt  in  the  AliQC  manner,  before  the  eqa- 
harkatioa  of  your^Jf^  or  other  oiRcers  aod  tropps  ioclude4 
in  tbp  Cooventioo  of  Saratojga. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  tp  ^ive  your  Excellency  the  earlSefl 
intiouitioAof  this  ordier*  that  you  may  take  Aich  fteps  as  may 
be  neceiTary  for  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  accounts,  which  cannot 
te  fettled  hy  19^  in  my  other  way  than  as  above  directed, 
lam 
Youjr  Excellency's 

M.Qft  obedient  fervant, 
JU0tf.  GffM.  Bmi^yu^  W.  Bbativ 


SIR,  CambrUge^.Jan.  4,  1778, 

YOUR  If  tter,  dated  yefterday,  is  only  now  come  to  hand. 
Mr.  Geddes  attends  for  your  pailport. 

Though  I  do  not  pretend  to  fee  all  that  may  be  meant  in 
tiie  Befolve  ifou  tranfmitted^  me,  there  is  certainly  nothing  in 
the  words  ot  it  which  implies  i^hc  f:.oiiftrufiion  you  put  in  re- 
^ar4  to  my  perfonal  cmbarisation. 

As  to  your  allptmciit  of  t  <^  ^nvenient  tranfport*'  for 
my  paflagf  9  if  it  is  from  yomrfelf,  I  am  to  thank  you,  Sir> 
lor  a  fort  of  infult  which  the  moft  haughty  man  of  office 
would  be  aflumed  of  in  any  other  country. 

However,  as  I  am  determiaed  every  tranfadion  concerning 
this  Convention  (hall  be  notorious,  and  beyond  the  power  of 
fubterfuge  Co  explain  away,  I  have  direded  the  frigate,  toge- 
ther with  the  tranfports,  to  come  round,  and  it  will  then  be 
for  youy  Sir,  to  prohibit  the  entry  of  Bofton  harbour  to  any 
ihips  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  and  declaring  they  are  fent  for 
the  exjprefs  purpofe  of  conveying  to  Great  Britain  any  part  of 
the  troops  of  the  Convention. 

I  am,  &c. 

T$  M^.  Gim.  HiMtb. 

SIR,  Hiad^^artirs^  Bi/tctt,  Jan.  5,  1778. 

YOUX  Excelleney's  favour  of  yefterday  came  duly  to 
hand,  and  I  muft  confefs  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  fome 
expreffions  in  it. 

As,  by  the  Convention,  tranfports  only  are  ftipulated  tolre« 
ceivethe  troops,  I  fubmitto  you.  Sir,  whether  a  hint  (if  you 
wot  even  fure  that  it  came  from  me)  that  you  fliould'  take  a 
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convenient  one,  ratr  er  th^n  mtrod ace  a  frigate,  ^ich  is  nei 
tbcr  cxpreQed  or  impli  d  in  the  Convention,  merits  tbofe  cpi 
thets  which  you  a^c  pleafed  to  bcftow  on  me.    . 

1  have  ever  meant  to  treat  you  with  politenefs ;  and  the 
plighted  faith  and  honour  of  my  country  require  mc  to  pay 
ftriA  attention  to  the  Convehtion  on  their  part;  of  courfc, 
when  tranrporcs  arrive  to  receive  the  troops,  they  will  en- 
ter the  harbour ;  and  if  you  can  find  by  the  Convention  that  a 
frigate  is  to  enter  for  the  particular  reception  of  yourfelf,  fhe 
will  riot  be  prohibited  ;  but  if  it  is  rather  uncommon  for 
(hips  of  war  to  bear  flags  of  truce,  and  confentingto  it  ia  the 
prcfcnt  cafe  (hould  ap  >e3r  rither  to  be  an  ad  of  poJitcneft 
aj)d  gcnerofity  than  otherwife,  1  leave  you  to  your  own, re- 
llt'dlon.  Whether  ynu  have  made  choice  of  the  nioft  happy 
expreffi  ^ns  to  obtain  it. 
,    i  am 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  fervant, 

Lt.  Genl' Byrgoyne.  •      W.  Heath, 


SIR,  CamWidgiy  Jan.  5,  xy*fi.      \ 

H  A*VlNQ  confidered  the  refolution  ot  the  Congrefs,  which 
you  iranirpitttd  to  me  in  joiir  letter  t)f  Tan u a ry  3,  refpeftj* 
ing  the  payment  of  provifions*;  I  have  alfo  attended  to  the 
ifubftqutnt  paragraph,  whcfcm  you  ihform'  mcyouaredi- 
reftcd  to  fee  all  accouius'with  nhe  fettled  and  fully  paid,  in 
the  fame  manner*  as  rcfoUed  in  cafe'df  prifoners,  before' the 
embaikation  of  myftlf,  or  other  ^  fRctTs  and  troops  included 
in  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  can  take  place. 

I  am  deciilcd  in  my  fentiitietit,  that,  Alould  this  refolve 
and  dirccUon  be  puc  in  execution,  the  Convention  will  be 
grofsly  violated  in  three  feparate  drtfclef^,  viz.* articles  the  2d 
and  4th,  by  which  the  tjopps  ha^e  an  uncondrtional  right  to 
'  a  free  paflage,  and  without  delay,  whenever  ftips  arrive  to 
rece've  them  ;  and  in  article  5(t),  whercm  it  is  ftipulated,  the 
trof^ps  (hall  be  fuppiicd' with  rations  at  the  fame  ra^e, with  Ge- 
neral Gaicb's  own  army.  *        • 

],t  Ls  undeniable  this  rate  is  entirely  altered  by  the  mode 
now  prcfcribtrd  for  the  payment.  •  i 

Th<.  impr'ifllons  which  a  violation  of  publiie'faith  never  fail 
to  n*ake*upr>n  ihe  world,  and  theconfequctiices  that  inevitably 
enfut,  .in  ail  political  negotiations,  when  chaVafter  and  con- 
fidence, as  required,  would  be  ample  revenge  to  Great  Bri<- 
tain^  andt^ie  individuals  ooncefned^  for  the  temporary  incon- 
venience 
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-C  AK  Ai?  A.P  A>,^ 

Venience  that  an  undue  detention  in  this  counhy 

cafion.  i  ,  '        •^Ki^  xxvii 

Neverthelefs,  beinfe  defirpus  to  pfove  that  I  am'nefthcj^^l^ 
nor'vindidlive  upon  this  f6bj(*6t,  I  am  willing  to  unite  with 
jou  in  znj  meaftire*  that' 'may  ftill  prevent  evilfifof  th«  moft 
ferious  nature;  for  ^his  purpofe,  I  deflre  you  {o  furnifh  »• 
paflport  to  fuch  officer  as  I  (hall  appoint,  td  pfocoed  to  Gene- 
tzl  Gates',  who^  1  am  informed,  is  now  with  the  Congjeft*     « 

Bearing  full  in  memory  what  were  the  fentiments«of  that 
cAccr,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
ftipulations  of  the  treaty,  but  alfo  in  regard  to  the  dut^,  coni<* 
pleatly,  and  liberally*  to  fulfiF  thefci.  It  may  be  a  fortunate 
circUm{tan(^e  for  all  parties  that  he  is  now  on  *the  fpotwhere^ 
he  cah  give  his  Own  explanation,  and  thereby  fave  a  treaty,* 
in  which  his  perfonal' honour  is  blended  with  that  of  the 
ftate,  an(f  in  which,Mn  confcience)  I  believe  be  never  meant 
infradlion  or  prevarication. 

It  might  likewife  very  much  conduce  to  conciliatory  mea« 
fures  in  paffing  the  accounts,  if  a  paflport  was  ^granted  to  Mr. 
Clarke,  adding  cbmmiffary-general,  to  proceed  tO'  General 
Howe,  in  order  to  lay  before  him  the  account  (hted  by  your 
commifTary,  and  to  receive  his  pleafure  thereupon  ;  the  refolvtf^ 
of  the  Gongrefs,  according  to  your  letter,  being  prefaced  upon 
a  requifition  of  his  Excellency. 

*  I  wllh'tb'have  your  anfwerasfoon  as  poflible,  and  that  you' 
would. detain  your  mefTenger  till  you  hear  from  me  in  return 
to  that  anfwer.  ' 

I  have  made  thefe  propofah  upon  a  juft,  and  what  I  thinlt 
a  generous,  principle,  ahd  upon  a  fuppofition  that,  by  the 
chances  of  the  feafon,  full  anfwers  may  return  ftom  the  fouth 
in  time  to  prevent  difputbs;  but  Imuft  not  be  underftood  as 
precluding  myfelf  from  what  I  hold  my  duty,  (hould  (hips 
arrive  fboner, '  Viz.  to  deniand  means  for  immediate  embarka- 
lion.  Iam,SiR,  &c. 

(Signed)  ,     J.  Burgoyne* 


81  R,  Head'^ariers^  Bofton^  Jan.  6^  1778. 

YOUR  favour  of  ycftcrday  I  duly  received,  and  note  the 
contents.'  It  is  my  decided  fentiment,  that  the  arcicles  to 
which  you  refer  to  prove  that  the  Convention  is  violated  by 
the  late  refolution  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congrefs 
are  not  the  point,  as  it  has  no  tendency  to  caufe  an  undue 
dctentic^n  of  yonrfelf  and  troops ;  it  only  requires  the  pay- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


pt^t>tt  r  o  r  H  t 

%tb  tttdependent  ftatet,  I  prefume,  arenot  iolciilible  of 
tlte  iniWUiii^  4f  that  clura&r  wbidi  depends  apoii  the 
ftriAeft  tf^rd  to  public  faiAi,  and  t  afiure  myfelf  that  thej 
Htvor  kivd^  BOr  ever  wUl  be  giiilt;  of  the  km  bfriogement 
ef  le. 

I  aril  eoMeat  tliat  an  oflker  of  fonn  ihoidd  proceed  to  Ge- 
neral GaM«  and  will  fUitnltk  him  with  a  paiTport  for  the 
pnrpofi^ 

Mr.  Qarke  otay  alfe  have  my  periniffion  to  proceed  an 
General  Hbwt« 

But  as  yon  conceive  it  lo  be  your  duty^  flftonld  the  tnb- 
ippria  arrive  in  the  interim,  *'  to.  demand  means  for  imme- 
diate embarkation/'  you  will  pkafe  to  obfervei  that  on  my 
part  I  ftall  alfo  demand,  previous  to  foch  embarkation^  the 
(eitlement  and  payment  of  all  accounts^  agreeable  lo  the  or« 
ders  of  the  Congrefs. 

Iam,SIIl» 

Your  £xcelleocy*s  obedient  fervantt 

SIR*  Junumy  jtb^  1778. 

1K  confequence  of  your  letter  of  yefterday,  confenting  to 
the  propofals  made  by  me  of  di(patchiog  an  officer  to  Gtne- 
ral  Gates,  and  Mr^  Commiflary  Clarke  to  his  Excellency  Ge* 
neral  Howe,  I  have  direded  Mr.  Clarke  to  pitis  your  com* 
miflkry  to  deliver  in  his  account  ^  and  I  beg  the  favour  of  you 
to  add  fuch  orders  as  may  prevent  del^s.  The  officer  is  alfo 
preparing  for  his  journey)  and  1  ihould  hope  both  thefe  gen- 
tiemen  will  be  ready  to  fet  out  on  Friday  next. 

I  am,  SIR,  kc. 

A^.  Gtn.  H40itm  J.  fiu&ooYtfs. 

SIR,  Camkridgi^  Jm.  7,  lyyS. 

M.OEK.  Reidefel  has  requ^fted  me  to  apply  to  you  for  per* 
miffion  to  Captain  Wliloe,  who  has  aded  as  his  aid  decamp  du* 
ring  thecampaign,  to  eeturn  SoCanada,  where  his  iWimenMu^w 
iSi  but  Upon  his  psirele  not  toad  until  exchanged.  This^entle- 
man  is  captain  in  jtbeiUh  regiment  Britilh,  and  it  would  be 
much  more  convenient  to  his  private  affairs  to  p^s  fome  time 
in  that  country  than  to  r^um  to  Briuin.  I  imagine.  Sir, 
this  application  cannot  be  attended  with  diffictflty,  as  Captain 
Willoe,  belonging  to  the  army  in  Canada,  b^d  a.  right,  ^y  the 
Convention,  to  return  thither,  and  the  only  reafon  he  w  not 
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ixiatc^  life  of  it  at  the  rime  others  Hi  wa«,  ttiM  hi  thought 
it  an  Attention  to  Oenerzl  Rctdefel  tQ  accompany  him  to 
Cambridge. 

I  am^  S1K9 

Your  moft  obedient  fijrvant, 
M<^.  Gut.  Meatlh  J.  BuftcoTiTB. 

SIR,  ffead  jfuarters,  Bo/Ion^  Jan.  9th,  1778. 

YOUR  two  favours  of  ycftcrday  I  have  juft  received,  I 
find  ypnf  £itceHeficy  was  milinformed  as  to  General  Gates'k 
being  at  Congrefs,  he  was  not  at  the  time  of  my  laft  in-** 
tdligence,  and  whether  he  is  now  at  Albany  or  Fi(h  HUi 
I  cannot  fay;  yon  will  therefore  pleafe  to  determine  what 
n)tit  ttit  officer  who  n  direfted  to  him  fhall  take,  an  officer 
of  mine  ^iH  attend  htm,  and  anodier  will  attend  Mr* 
Ctarke,  t$rlio  mnft  firft  wait  upon  his  Excellency  General 
Wafhington  before  he  goes  into  Philadelphia.  The  officera 
muft  gi^e  their  Ipectal  paroles,  and  all  letters  and  papers  be 
examiDcd  before  they  fet  ont— whether  it  will  be  moft  pro- 
per  for  Jtlr.  Clarice  to  carry  the  ori^al  accounts,  or  du- 
plicates of  them  is  for  your  determination ;  but  (hould  tran(^ 
ports  arrive  to-morrow,  the  accounts,  as  I  have  obferv«d 
in  a  former  letter,  muft  be  fettled  and  paid  before  yoa 
^batk. 

I  mendon  this  that  you  may  not  be  ^mbarrafled  fliould 
Mr,  Clark  be  abfent  with  the  original  accounts. 

As  I  am  not  quite  clear  with  refpeft  to  Captain  Willoc*» ' 
teqtieft,  t  tramiot  now  give  my  anfwer  theretp* 
I  am. 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fervaht, 
UeuuGen.BurgopK.  W.  Heath* 

SIR,  Cambridge  J  Jan.  %ih,  1778* 

I  Have  your  letter  of  to-day,  and  have  no  objcftioa 
to  the  officer  and  Mr,  Clarke  giving  the  parole  you  require, 
I  am  Ibrprized  you  ftiould  again  repeat  the  matter  relatitig 
to  the  payment  of  accounts  previous  to  embarkation,  when 
fiotwrthftanding  my  requiirtions  to  yourielf,  and  repeated 
thirou^h  Colonel  Henly,  I  cannot  yet  obtain  a  ftate  of  the 
demands  you  have  againft  the  troops  of  the  Convention. 
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I  fhall  wave  giving  any  anfwcr  to  this  at  prcfcnt ;  wbci 
the  (hips  arrive  I  (hall  know  what  to  demand,  and  you  will 
judge  what  you  are  to  rcfufe, 

Mr,  Clarke  fhall  be  direfted  to  take  the  duplicates  of  the 
accounts,  which  I  (liould  hope  might  be  very  foon  made 
put,  without  creating  any  further  delays,  and  that  he  and 
the  officer  migHt  fct  out  on  their  journies  the  day  after  to- 
morrow. 

I  am, 

SIR,  &c, 
M.  G.  Heaths  J.  BuKGOYNE* 


SIR,  Uead^arterfj  Bofton^  Jan.  3tb,  1 778. 

MR.  Blodget  has  complained  to  me  of  havmg  three  build- 
ings fituate  on  Winter  Hill,  and  his  property,  demoli(hed 
and  carried  off  by  'fome  of  the  foreign  troops  who  are  in 
barracks  on  that  hill,  and  the  documents  which  he  Will  lay 
before  you,  will  be  convincing  that  his  complaint  is  not  ill 
founded  :  I  am  therefore  as  the  fervant  and  guardian  of  the 
public,  to  recommend  it  to  your  Excellency  to  pay  that  at- 
tention to  Mr.  Blodget's  reprefentation,  which  the  confi- 
derable  lofs  he  has  met  with  intitles  him  to,  and  I  doubt 
not  your  Excellency  will  afford  him  the  redrcfs  which  ju- 
ftice  requires. 

I  am, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fervant, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Bur^oyne.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Cambridge^  Jan.^tk,   1778, 

A  REPORT  has  been  made  to  me  of  a  difturbance  which 
happened  at  the  barracks  Wedneiday  afternoon,  for  which  I 
am  much  concerned;  and  though  the  provocations  from  your 
foldiers  which  originally  produced  it,  were  of  the  moft  atro- 
cious nature,  I  was  dcfirous  the  offender  on  our  part  ihould 
be  properly  punilhcd  (the  fufpcfted  perfon  was  confined' ac- 
cordingly) but  Colonel  Henley  thought  proper  to  make  pri- 
foners  eighteen  innocent  men,  and  to  rejeft  the  guilty  one. 
The  innocent  men  arc  fent  on  board  guardlhips,  as  alicdged 
by  your  order. 

It  is  not  only  a  duty  to  my  (ituation  to  demand  the  im- 
IBediate  difcharge  of  tliefe  men,  together  with  a  fatisfaSory 
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apology,  but  I  alfo  mean  it  as  an.  attention  tO'  yoii,  Sir, 
that  1  give  you  an  immediate  opportunity  to  difavow  fd 
unjuftifiable  a  proceeding,  as  committing  men  to  the  worft 
of  priibns  upon  vague  report,  caprice,  and  paffion. 

Infults  and  provocations,  at  which  the  moll  placid  difpofi- 
tions  would  revolt,  are  daily  exercifed  by  your  troops  againft 
thc'officers  and  foldiers  of  this  army — regular,  decent  cora-^ 
plaihts  are  received  by  your  officers  fometimes  "with  haugh- 
tinefs,  fometimes  with  derifion,  but  always  without "redrefe. 
Thefe  evils  flow.  Sir,  from  the  general  tenor  of.  language 
and  of  conduft  held  by  Colonel  Henley,  which  encodrageb 
his  inferiors,  and  feems  calculated  to  excite  them  to  the  mofl: 
tloody  purpofes.  .-..   / 

For  want  of  fufEcient  information,  and  not  bringing  my- 
felf  to  believe  it  poffible  the  fafts  as  related  by  commot 
report  could  be  true,  I  have  hitherto  declined  taking  public 
notice  of  this  man.  But  upon  pofitlve  ground  i  now,  and 
•hereby,  formally  accufe  Colonel  Henley  of  behaviour  hei- 
^oufly  criminal  as  an  officer,  and  unbecoming  a. man,  of 
the  moft  indecent,'  violent,  vindiftive  feverity  againft  un- 
armed men,  and  of  intentional  murdfer. 
-  I  demand  prompt  and  fatisfaftory  juftice,  and  I  will  not 
'doubt  your  readinefs  to  give  it.  Whenever  you  will  inform 
ipe  a  proper  tribunal  is  appointed,  I  will  take  cace>  that 
undeniable  evidence  fhall  be  produced  to  fupport  the  above 
charges, 

I  am, 

SIR,  &c..  , 

To  Major  Gen*  Heath,  J,  Burgoyne. 

SIR,  Head^artersj  Bq/lon^  Jan.  <)ib^  177R. 

IT  is  with  no  fmall  concern  that  I  inform  your  Excellency  . 
of  the  abuiive  behaviour  of  the  Britifli  foidiery  towards 
the  guards  and  centinels  at  Profpcft  Hill,  which  has  for 
fome  time  been  increaiing,  and  has  at  length  arrived  at  a 
height  no  longer  to  be  borne.  Sentries  have  been  repeatedly 
infulted  on  their  pofts,  and  at  (ome  times  beat  and  difarmcd 
(this  I  muft  confefs  reflefts  difhonour  on  themfelves,  for  a 
fen  try  is  never  to  allow  himfelf  to  be  infulted  or  abufed) 
prifoncrs  have  been  frequently  rcfcued  from  the  guards,  and 
the  behaviour  of  the  foidiery  mutinous  and  diforderly  in  the 
•  ^treme^  of  which  there  was  a  moft  iingular  iuftance  the 
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night  before  laft-^  number  of  the  noteo  art  ftat  oa  bou4 
the  prifon  (hip. 
,  Ai  your  Excellency  iAA>rmed  me  fooo  after  your  arrival, 
that  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  lo  pcelerve  ocder 
among  the  troops,  I  muftcall  upon  you.  Sir,  to  eacrt  your- 
ftlf  for  that  purpoTe;  for  if  the  prde&t  dilorderly  behaviour 
of  fo  many  of  the  ibldiery  coQtuuet,  the  coniequeacai  vril} 
be  ferioQi,  for  the  g«ard$  and  leatrics  ihaU  ap  longer  fas 
infulted. 

A  mott  fcandalooi  pradice  of  counlerfeiting  poflca  hsn 
blely  been  detcAed,  I  rouft  deiire  you  vroold  eoouiic  iato 
the  mauer,  or  the  iaoocent  will  uaavoidably  (offer  uico»- 
veniences« 

A  fentry  wai  knocked  down  the  night  before  lafi,  anJ 
ills  firelock  carried  off,  I  cxpeA  that  effeAual  meafues 
will  be  Ukeo  for  the  return  of  the  firelock  imaicdiately;  I 
mail  defire  your  attention,  Sir,  to  thit  matter. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  favour  of  ye(krday; 
I  have  repeatedly  dircAed  the  CommUTary  to  ftate  hit  ac^ 
counts.  He  hat  been  endeavouriae  to  compleat  them,  bat 
has  been  delayed  on  account  of  tome  bilk  in  the  hands  of 
fome  of  the  purchafers  of  cattle  who  are  at  fome  diltance. 
1  have  ordered  him  again  to  complete  them,  beksg  asaaxioal 
as  your  Excellency  for  their  adju(lmeot« 
I  am. 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  iervant, 
Lieuu  Gen.  Burgoync.  W.  Heath. 


SIR, 
I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  ft^bftance  of 
the  examination  of  a  Geriuan  confined  for  drawing  his  fword 
on  a  fentinel  of  our  army ;  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  an- 
fwer  it  yefterday.  As  I  have  General  Heath's  order  not  to 
approve  of  any  puntfliraent  for  crimes  againft  our  troops  or 
the  inhabitants,  but  to  confine  them  on  board  guardihips,  fo 
Iball  I  obey  thoie  orders. 

D.  Henley. 
Cmmhrid^e^  gtli  Jau.  1 7  78,  Commanding  Officer. 

SIR, 
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SIR,  Head^aners^  Bofton^  Jan.  lOii,  1778. 

YOURS  of  yefterday*s  date  I  received  the  laft  evening. 
What  provocation  you  allude  to,  as  having  been  offered  by 
my  troops,  I  am  at  a  lo(s  to  determine;  the  infults  and 
abufes  which  they  have  received,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  un* 
Icfe  I  have  been  raoft  groflly  mifinformcd,  are  unparalleled, 
and  whether  you  are  willing  or  unwilling,  Sir,  offenders 
fhall  no  longer  pafs  with  impupity. 

If  it  can  be  made  to  appear,  that  any  of  thofe  foldters 
feht  to  the  guardfhip  by  my  orders  are  innocent,  they  (hall 
be  releafed  from  their  confinement.  But  with  refpcft  to  fuch 
as  have  been  guilty  of  violating  my  ftanding  orders  of  the 
garriibn,  inftead  of  dtfavowing  or  making  any  apology  for 
the  confinement  of  fuch,  be  altered,  Sir,  that  I  do  moft  ex« 
plicitly  avow  it. 

And  as  I  have  before  obferved  to  your  Excellency  in  a 
former  letter,  of  which  you  may  be  affured,  I  fhall  at  all 
times  endeavour  to  foui)d  my  orders  upon  the  principles  of 
^^  honour,  reafon,  and  juftice,  and  not  to  infnnge  thofe 
delicate  principles  in  others;**  fo  alfo  be  afftfred,  that 
fuch  nay  orders  fhall  be  obeyed  by  every  officer  and  foldier 
placed  under  my  direftion,  and  fuch  as  have  the  hardinefs  to 
tranf^refs  them  fhall  abide  the  confequences. 

I  have  beeii  informed  of  late  that  fbme  liave  hinted 
that  fuch  of  y^ur  troops  as  break  my  orders,  ought  to  be 
tried  and  punifhed  by  your  orders ;  even  the  mention  of 
fuch  a  thing,  Sir,  I  conceive  to  be  fto  ufe  your  own  words 
in  a  late  letter  with  a  little  variation)  a  fort  of  infult  that  a 
man  of  military  erudition  in  any  country,  would  be  afhamed 
of,  as  being  repugnant  to  every  idea  ot  military  difcipline; 
and  from  my  opinion  of  your  military  knowledge,  I  cannot 
admit  than  you  ever  hinted  it* 

To  convince  you  that  it  is  my  fixed  determination  to  en- 
quire into  all  abufes,  whether  committed  by  my  own  troops 
or  thofe  of  the  Convention,  whilfl  they  remain  within  my* 
department,  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Henley  under  arrefH, 
and  appointed  a  court  of  enquiry,  whereof  Brigadier  General 
Glover  i%  prefident,  to  examine  into  the  grounds  of  your 
complaint,  on  Wednefday  next  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M*  at 
Cambridge;  and  if  any  complaints  hav^  heretofore  pafled 
vnredreflSd,  it  is  becanfe  they  have  not  been  bid  before  me« 

You  hinted  to  mc  when  1  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
laft  ^t  Cambridge^  that  one  of  my  officers  had  been  en? 
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ticing  fome  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention  to  enter  our 
fcrvice,  I  then -informed  you^  that  if  you  would  fend  the 
complaint,  I  would  immediately  bring  the  officer  to  triaU 
You  promifcd  to  do  it ;  but  I  have  not  as  yet  received  it. 
I  now  call  upon  you,  Sir,  to  exhibit  that  charge,  or  any 
other  that  you  have  to  make  againft  any  officer  under  ray 
command,  for  pra£tices  of  that  kind,  or  any  other,  being 
with  yourfelf  determined,  **  that  ail  my  conduft  rcfpefting 
the  Convention  fhall  be  notorious,  and  bbyond  the  powers 
of  fubterfuge  to  explain  away." 

Complaints  of  moft  enormous  abufes  have  lately  been  made 
to  me.  One,  of  the  condufl  of  a  number  of  officers  on  the 
evening  or  night  of  the  25th  of  December  laft  at  Bradilhcs* 
tavern;  others,  of  perfons  being  refcued  from  the  guards-*- 
fcntries  abufed  and  infultcd  on  their  poft — paffcs  counter- 
feited, and  others  filled  up  in  the  moft  affrontive  manner, 
and  of  late  feveral  highway  robberies  committed  in  the  en- 
virons of  the  garrifon;  one  the  lift  evening,  in  which  a 
Sentleman  was  robbed  of  between  fcvtn  and  eight  hundred 
ollars,  and  a  watch.  The  robberies  t  do  not  charge  on 
your  people,  as  it  is  unknown  who  were  the  perpetrators, 
but  there  are  feveral  reafons  to  fufpeft  it. 

All  thefe.  Sir,  tend  not  only  to  exafperatc  the  troops, 
but  to  enrage  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  who  view  fuch 
abufes  as  unfufferable.  I  therefore  call  upon  you  to  exert 
your  endeavours  to  fupprefs  all  abufes  as  far  as  in  your 
power*  I  am, 

SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 
hieut.Gen.  Burgoyne.  W.  Heath, 


SIR,  Cambridge^  Jan.  12/i,  1778. 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter  January  loih,  you 
are  pleafed  to  enter  into  much  recrimination,  which  I  mall 
anfwer  apart,  becaufe  I  am  not  to  be  diverted  by  collateral 
itiatter  from  the  great  point  depending  between  us  refpe£^ing 
Colonel  Henley's  conduft. 

The  night  and  indifferent  manner  in  which  you  take  up 
matters  of  fuch  magnitude,  makes  me  appreheniive  I  was 
deficient  in  my  former  attempt  to  ftatc  it  clearly;  as  expla- 
natory therefore  of  the  original  words  of  my  complaint,  I 
now  add  that  I  accufe  Colonel  Henley  (by  your  appoint- 
ment the  late  commanding  officer  of  the  Provincials  at  Cam* 
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bridge)  of  unprovoked,  unmanly,  wanton  feverity;  of  wilful, 
deliberate,  and  malicious  bloodfhcd  in  the  fcveral  inftancc* 
wherein  he  made  himfelf  party,  judge,  and  executioner ;  and 
thefe  charges  I  have  already  pledged  myfelf  to  prove  upon 
inconteftibte  evidence. 

Is  it  poiEble,  Sir,  that  after  comprehending  and  confi- 
dering  thefe  allegations,  you  can  ferioufly  mean  to  put  me 
off  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  in  which  neither  the  judges  nor 
the  witncffes  are  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath  ?  A  court 
of  enquiry,  if  I  have  any  underftanding  of  fo  plain,  expreffive 
a  term,  is  applicable  only  to  cafes  of  doubt  and  fufpicion. 
It  a£ts  upon  a  principle  of  commendable  jealoufy,  left 
public  juftice  fliould  be  eluded,  and  its  bulinefs  is  to  in- 
vcftigate  reported,  fuppofed  circumftantial  fafts,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  there  is  matter  for  folemn  trial—, 
but  was  it  ever  heard  of  in  martial  law  or  cuftom,  when  a 
profecutor  ftood  forth  and  bound  himfelf  to  adduce  pofitive 
evidence  to  the  matter  of  charge,  that  any  intermediate  in- 
queft  was  ncceffary  like  a  grand  jury  to  find  a  bill  ?  If  you 
adopt  fuch  do£trine,  and  proceed  upon  fuch  analogy  you 
will  at  leaft,  Sir,  refleft  that  to  make  it  hold,  the  court 
inuft  firft  examine  upon  oath,  and  next  hear  witneflcs  only 
ix  parte  on  the. fide  of  the  profecution. 

Weigh  this  matter  more  deeply,  it  is  not  the  advice  of 
an  enemy  I  give  you.  The  injury  requires  an  immediate 
example  ;  to  delay  juftice  longer  than  may  be  ncccflary  for 
regularity  and  folcmnity  of  proceeding,  is  at  all  timet  a 
dilhonour  to  government,  but  what  will  that  procraftinatioa 
be  eftcemcd  which  combined  with  the  ferment  of  party, 
malicious  fuggeftions,  and  falfe  fufpicions,  tends  to  excite 
roea  to  horrid  and  extenUve  maiTacre  of  thofe  whom  it  is 
their  duty  to  guard.  We  are  here  under  the  fanftion  of  a 
truce,  and  the  public  faith  is  pledged  for  our  fafeconduft; 
by  the  univerfal  law  of  nations  we  have  a  right  to  perfonal 
proteftion— "among  generous  ones,  we  Ihould  have  found 
hofpitality. 

Upon  this  right,  and  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Great 
Briuin,  I  proteft  againft  a  court  of  inquiry,  as  inadequate, 
dilatory,  and  nugatory,  and  demand  a  court  martial  pro- 
perly conftituted  for  criminal  jurifdiftion  in  cafes  of  the  moft 
atrocious  nature,  to  pafs  judgment  upon  the  conduft  of  Co* 
lonel  Henley. 

Jam,  &c. 
Major  Gen.  Hfoth.  ].  Burcoyne. 

c  2  SIR, 
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SIR,  Head^arters^  Bojlotiy  Jan.  lyb,  177 J. 

YOURS  of  this  date  I  received  by  Colonel  Lcc  ;  upon 
the  receipt  of  your  complaint  againft  Colonel  Henley,  I 
immediately  ordered  him  under  arreft,  and  appointed  a  court 
of  enquiry,  compofed  of  judicious  officers,  to  examine  into 
the  grounds  of  your  complaint.  And  although  you  may- 
view  a  court  of  enquiry  as  inadequate,  dilatory,  and  nuga- 
tory, it  has  been  the  firft  ftcp  commonly  taken  in  our  army  ; 
and  indeed  is  no  .more  than  a  delicacy  due  to  the  chara6ler 
of  an  officer,  efpecially  one  who  has  the  command  of  a 
poft* 

You  may  be  aiTured  that  whilft  you  remain  here  under 
the  fan£tion  of  a  truce,  as  you  are  intitled  to,  fb  you  ihali 
enjoy  perfonal  prote£iit}n.  And  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
as  much  gencrolity  and  hofpitality  may  be  found  in. my 
country  as  in  any,  and  I  will  ;idd  more  than  in  {bme 
others,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  treatment  of  the  unfor- 
tunate* 

I  am, 

Your  Excellency's 
obedient  fervant, 
fjUut.Gen.  Bur^oyne^  W.  Heath* 


Sift,  CambnJgey  Jan.  lyb,  1778, 

HAVING  confined  myfelf  in  the  letter  tranUnitted  to 
vou  yefterday  entirely  to  the  profccution  of  Colonel  Henley, 
I  have  now  to  take  notice  of  the  other  matters  contained 
in  )rour  favour  of  the  loth  inftant.  You  ftate.  Sir,  that 
the  infults  and  abufes  offered  to  your  troops  have  been  un- 
paralleled, "  unlefs  you  have  been  groflly  mifinfonncd,"  Con- 
lider  the  cbarafter  and  conduft  of  Colonel  Henley,  from 
whom  I  am  to  fuppofe  your  reports  have  come,  and  then 
fay  whether  you  have  not  reafon  to  fufpeft  miiinformation ; 
nor  is  he  the  only  perfon  to*  impofe  upon  you,  Cambridge 
and  Bofton  abound  with  ill-defigning  men,  who  propagate 
calumny  in  order  to  colour  perfecution ;  the  whole  air  is 
contaminated  with  lies.  Beware,  Sir,  of  fuch  reporters,  they 
arc  your  enemies  as  well  as  mine;  they  ftrike  at  the  cha- 
rafter  of  your  State.  The  difference  of  our  conduft  gives 
me  a  right  to  make  this  expoftulation;  when  I  comjSain, 
I  offer  pjoof  of  tlie  grievance^— you  recriminate  upon  hcar- 
fay, 

3  Yoa 
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You  next  inform  me,  Sir,  that  if  it  can  be  made  appear 
that  any  of  the  foldiers  fent  to  the  guardfhips  by  your  order 
arc  innocent,  they  fhall  be  releaied. 

By  what  means  Ihall  we  make  innocence  appear,  when 
men  are  dragged  to  imprifonment  at  a  long  diftance,  and 
without  any  poffibility  of  appeal  or  communication  of  their 
«afe? 

In  the  preient  inftance  however,  I  take  you  at  your  word; 
innocence  (hall  appear,  and  you  fhall  be  the  judge.  Eigh- 
teen men  are  under  confinement  for  an  infult,  in  which 
Qn€  man  alone  was  concerned  :  this  is  an  undil^uted  faft. 
It  necefTarily  follows  to  phyfical  demonftration,  that  feven- 
teen  are  innocent.  Now  fhew  me  upon  what  principle  you 
detaiin  them;  implicitly  avow  the  a£t,  and  refute  to  make  aa 
apology. 

You  treat  with  fingular  contempt  thp  idea  that  fuch  of 
the  troops  of  the  Convention  as  break  your  orders  ought 
to  be  tried  and  punifhed  by  mine.  In  the  firft  place.  Sir,  . 
though  my  poof  military  erudition  muft  be  brought  to  (hame 
in  your  opinion,  I  muft  avow  that  idea,  and  with  all  due 
refpe£t  to  your  erudition,  I  muft  next  requeft,  that  if  you 
again  quote  my  words,  you  will  do  fo  without  violation  or 
amendation.  I  do  contend  that  to  commit  oflenders  to  the 
punifhment  of  their  own  officers  in  the  firft  inftance,  and 
in  every  cafe  that  will  allow  it,  is  confonant  to  reafon  and 
juftice ;  I  do  not  mea,n  to  deny  that  if,  upon  experience,  it 
was  found  we  were  partial  in  our  judgments,  or  in  our 
punifhments,  you  have  a  right  to  take  juftice  into  your 
hands;  but  you  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  remember  that 
you  make  yourfelf  refponfible  to  God  and  man  that  the  inno- 
cent do  not.  fufier* 

I  do  aiTure  you  it  never  was  my  intentipn  to  let  drop  the 
complaint  for  which  you  call  upon  me  againft  your  officers, 
for  inlifting  men  into  your  fervice.  I  inclofe  you  copies  of 
agreement  and  a  certificate  of  a  mufter  mafter ;  I  have  the 
originals  ready  if  you  require  them. 

To  the  pohtive  teftimony  in  thefe  few  cafes,  I  could  add 
the  ftrongeft  circumftantial  proof,  that  till  very  lately  the 
pra£lice  was  pul)licly  countenanced  by  your  officers  in  ge-» 
nvral. 

I  add.  Sir,  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Defcbambeau,  as  ftated  ki 
a  letter  to  me,  and  the  depofition  of  Lieutenant  Wilkin- 
fon^  concerning  the  aflault  committed  on  him  on  Thurfday 
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laft;  and  I  can  colic  A  many  other  enormities  of  the  iame 
fort, 

I  come  now  to  the  laft  paragraph  of  your  letter,  in  which 
you  recapitulate  and  fum  up  all  abufes,  riets^  refiroes,  in- 
folts,  &c.  that  you  are  informed  have  been  committed  by 
thefe  troops,  and  you  conclude  with  a  fufpicion  of  highway 
robbery.  It  nliglu:  have  been  more  decent,  Sir,  to  have  left 
that  infinuation  to  your  printers  in  Bofton,'and  indeed  it 
would  have  better  anfwered  your  purpofe,  for  I  obferve  in 
the  paper  of  yefterday  it  is  not  fufpefted,  but  boldly  and 
ppfitively  aflerted  that  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  by 
three  regular  foldiers. 

My  anfwer  to  all  this  is  that  moft  of  the  accufations  are 
falfe,  others  are  exaggerated,  and  none  are  countenanced  by 
me.  That  there  have  been  levities,  indifcretions,  faults  of 
omillion,  of  neglcA,  and  of  liquor,  I  am  readv  to  believe  ; 
but  I  have  never  fpared  my  efforts  to  correft  them,  and 
they  have  been  pretty  well  atoned  by  the  beating,  impri- 
fonment,  and  death,  received  at  the  hands  of  your  people. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  with  fatisfaftion  and  pride  I  refleft, 
that  were  all  thefe  complaints  verified  and  compounded  into 
one  mafs,  they  ftill  would  not,  from  their  nature,  weigh  a 
feather  in  the  eftimation  of  juftice,  againft  the  articlea  of 
grievance  in  the  oppofite  fcale. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 
Major  Gen.  Hcatb.  J.  Bu&goyne. 


Articles  of  agreement  for  a  mufician  to  ierve  in  Cdonel 
Lee*s  re^ment. 

Captain  Marlden  of  the  Provincials  inliftment  of  Britiih 
foldien  under  the  Convention. 

Mufter  mafter's  certificate* 

Aiiault  upon  Mr.  Defchambeau  unredrefted. 

AlTault  upon  Captain  Swettenham. 

Infult  committed  on  Lieutenant  Wilkinibn  unredrefied. 

Names  of  men  on  board  a  guardflup  who  can  be  proved 
innocent. 

,  A".  B.  IndoM  with  the  letter  fent  to  General  Heath,  30th 
January  1778. 

LIEU^ 
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LIEUTENANT  General  Burgoync  has  direacd  me  tQ 
afk  on  hU  part  tl^e  following  queftions  of  this  court  of  en^ 
quiry. 

|ft.  Arc  jhe  menjbers  under  the  obligation  of  an  Cfath  ? 

ad.  Arc  the  witncffcs  {worn  ? 

3d,  Is  this  court  only  to  diamine  tfie  matter  of  charge, 
or  docs  it  enter  into  the  defence  of  the  perfpn  accufed  ?  ' 

4th,  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  protefts  againft  any 
decifion  of  a  court  of  enquiry  being  final,  aod  has  only  di* 
refted  the  witnelfes  to  attend  in  compliance  wit)i  what  he  it 
informed  is  the  cuftom  with  the  American  troops,  viz.  tQ 
hold  courts  of  enquiry  in  all  cafes  previous  to  trials,  and 
he  hereby  declares  that  whatever  may  be  the  iflue  of  the 
pre/ent  court  of  enquiry,  he  perfifts  in  his  demand  of  a  re^ 
gular  trial  in  a  court  ot  criminaljurifdiftion. 

5th,  I  am  alfo  direded  by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoync 
to  requeft  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  court  of  enquiry. 

Can^ridge^  Jan.  14/i,  1778, 


IN  anfwer  to  the  firft  qqeftion  of  General  Burgoyne 
The  court  anfwer,  they  are  not. 

To  the  fecond — ^The  court  anfwer,  the  witnelHes  are  not» 
In  anfwer  to  the  third— The  court  anfwer,  both* 
To  the  fourth — The;  court  are  of  opinion  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  any  proteft  of  General  Burgoyne — but  are  bound 
to  follow  the  order  of  General  Heath,  founded  on  a  cuftom 
of  the  American  army,  which  countenances  courts  of  en- 
quiry in  fome  cafes  which  the  commandite  officer  is  the  fole 
judge  of. 

The  concluding  requifition  of  General  Burgoyne  will  be 
Complied  wtth  as  a  matter  of  courfe. 
(Signed) 
J.  Glover,  Brigadier  General,  Prefident* 


SIR,  Head Sluartersy  Bo/ton^  Jan.i^by  lyjrS, 

THE  probability  that  tranfports  will  arrive  foon  to  receive 
the  troops  of  the  Convention,  the  apparent  propriety  of  the 
meafure ;  the  iimilar  conduft  of  the  Britifh  commanders 
towards  fuch  of  our  troops  as  have  fallen  into  their  hands, 
before  they  are  permitted  on  parole  to  return  home,  and  my 
expe£lation  that  the  honourable  Congrefs  will  direft  it,  in- 
duces me  to  repeat  my  caU  for  the  names,  former  place  o£ 
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j^bode  and  occupation,  fize,  age  and  dcfcription  of  every  non- 
conjmiffioned  officer  and  private  foldier,  and  all  other  per- 
fons  comprehended  in  the  Convention  of  Saratoga, 

As  Major  Maffaraw  is  now  here,  and  will  take  down  the 
names,  the  objeftion  you  before  made  to  Major  Brown  is 
obviated. 

I  am,  SIR, 

YoTjr  obedient  fervant, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burg^yric.  W.  Heath. 


S  I  R^  .  January  15,  1778. 

YOU  will  readily  believe  that  it  is  as  painful  to  me  as  it 
can  be  troublefome  to  you  to  find  matter  of  complaint  the 
continual  fuhgeft  of  our  correfpondence — I  am,  neverthclcfi, 
under  the  neceffity  of  laying  before  you  two  reports  from 
the  commiffary  general  of  the  Convention  troops.  I  am 
pcrfuaded  you  will  take  immediate  meafures  to  rcdrefs  that 
which  concerns  the  badnefs  of  provifion ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  not  fpare  a  reprimand  to  your  commiffary  for  malung 
but  an  account  which,  I  am  confident,  you  meant  to  be  ge- 
nuine, clear,  and  conclufive,  in  a  manner  that  will  appear 
to  any  impartial  perfon  as  purpofely  ambiguous,  and  deugned 
to  leave  an  opening  for  difputes.and  to  create  delays. 

You  will  confider.  Sir,  that  in  waitine  for  this  account, 
nine  or  ten  days  have  been  already  loft  nnce  you  confoited 
to  Mr.  Clarke's  journey  to  Sir  William  Howe. 

I  will  now  reduce  this  matter  to  a  very  ftiort  compafi,  and 
have  only  to  requcft,  that  you  will  furnifh  me  with  the  price 
demanded  for  the  ration,  luppofins;  it  to  be  paid  in  gold  or 
filver,  and  likewife  the  price  of  tEe  cord  of  wood,  candles, 
and  other  articles  not  belonging  to  the  ration;  and  I  ami 
willing  to  leave  the  quantities  received  to  be  fettled  by  tbe 
refpe£tive  commiffaries  at  more  leifure.  As  this  cannot  pof- 
fibly  require  time,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  prepare  paf- 
ports  for  Mr.  Clarke  to  fet  out  th?  day  ^fter  to-morrow. 

I  return  you  my  perfonal  thanks  for  fending  Captain  Pi- 
per here,  and  affure  you  no  inoproper  ufe  Ihall  be  made  of 
that  civility. 

I  am^  &c. 

To  Major  Gmeral  Heath.  J.  Burcoyne, 


SIR, 
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SIR,  Hea^^uartcnj  Bofton,  Jan.  X5,  1778. 

YOURS  of  the  13th  inftant  n  before  me.  If  Cam- 
bridge and  BoftoQ  abound  with  iU-defigning  men,  I  hope  I 
fliall  be  able  todiftinguilh  my  enemies  ;  but  I  can  fcarcely 
believe  that  one  who  is  frequently  bellowing  inveflives, 
either  on  my  country,  its  laws,  officers,  or  inhabitants  (I 
need  not  fay  myfelf)  can  be  a  friend,  and  I  wi(h  you.  Sir, 
carefully  to  avoid  fuch  expreffiotis  in  your  letters,  unlefs  you 
mean  to  give  offence, 

I  fhall  in  a  few  days  appoint  a  court,  of  which  you  fhall 
have  notice,  to  make  prpper  enquiry  into  the  feveral  com- 
plaints exhibited  by  you,  and  fome  others  founded  on  more 
than  hearfay. 

The  ferjeant  who  infulted  Lieutenant  Wilkinfon  is  undet 
guard  and  will  be  brought  to  trial. 

Captain  Sweethenham's  cafe  will  alfo  be  coniidered,  for 
which  there  is  an  additional  reafon,  and  1  obferve  in  his 
complaint,  that  his  abufe  was  received  between  ten  and  ele- 
ven o^clock  at  night,  going  to  the  barracks,  when  by  his  pa« 
fole,  facredly  given,  he  was  not  to  be  out  after  nine* 

,1  am,  SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JJiUt.  Gen.  Burgoyne.  W.  HEATJfl. 


SIR,  Head-^urtersj  BoJioKy Jan.  i6yijj9. 

I  RECEIVED  your  favour  of  yefterday  the  laft  even- 
ing. I  have  directed  Mr.  Miller  to  repair  to  Cambridge 
immediately,  in  order,  with  Mr.  Clarke,  to  fatisfy  you  re- 
fpe£ting  the  ftating  of  his  account,  which  was  by  no  means 
intended  to  leave  an  opening  for  any  difpuie,  or  tocaufc  de- 
lay, as  I  ani  confident  Mr.  Miller  and  myfelf  arc  as  anxious 
to  have  the  accounts  fpeedily  fettled  as  your  Excellency 
can  be. 

I  am  exceedingly  forry  to  hear  the  complaint  of  the  bad** 
nefsof  the  flour,  and  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  af- 
ford that  redrefs  Immediately  which  is  your  deiire  and  my 
wilh— Mr.  Miller  will  alfo  acqtiaint  you  farther  on  this 
head. 

I  imagine  it  will  be  difficult  to  fix  the  price  of  a  ration, 
cue  of  the  cord  wood,  as  the  price  is  (hifting  continually  ; 
our  contracts  are  not  made  for  any  flipulated  price  ;  th« 
CQOimiflaries  purchafe  on  the  befl  terms  they  can. 

f  Mr. 
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Mr.  Clark's  paffjports  ihall  be  prepared.  He  muftglTe 
bis  parole,  which  will  be  fcnt  up,  and  all  his  letters  and  pa- 
pers muft  be  fent  here  for  infpeftion.  I  would  not  have  Mr. 
Clark  carry  many,  if  any,  letters  for  officers  of  the  modj^ 
as  it  will  take  up  much  time  to  examine  them,  Oiptun 
Gooch  is  to  attend  Mr.  Clark. 
T  am. 
Your  Excdlency's  obedient  fenrant, 

W.  Heath. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Miller  now  comes  in— he  is  very  unwell  this 
morning,  and  begs  that  he  maj  be  excufed  gomg  to  Cam- 
bridge until  to-morrow  morixmg.  I  hope  this  will  not  de- 
lay Mr.  Clark,  at  leafl  more  than  one  day  longer, 

Lieut.  Gen.  Burgtyne. 


SIR,  CambridgCy  Jan.  17,  1778. 

YOUR  commiffary,  Mr.  Miller,  has  met  Mr.  Commif« 
fary  Clark,  and  I  inclofc  you  the  report  made  to  me  in 
confcquence  of  that  conference,  in  order  that  you  may  fee 
whether  Mr.  Clark  has  made  any  miftake,  lod  determine 
whether  you  abide  by  the  demand  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Clark* 

I  rcqueft  the  favour  of  your  anfwer  in  the  courfeof  the  day, 
and  Mr.  Clark  wiH  be  ready  to  fet  out  to-morrow.  If  you 
thought  proper  to  depute  any  perfon  at  Cambridge  to  take 
his  parole  and  examine  his  letters,  which,  at  your  defire,  will 
be  very  few,  it  will  be  an  obligation  to  him,  otherwife,  he 
will  wait  upon  you  at  any  time  you  fbaU  appoint  to-morrow 
mprning. 

I  fubmit  to  yoUf  whether  it  would  not  be  a  circumftance 
of  convenience  and  ditpatch  for  the  officer  that  goes  to  Ge- 
neral Gates  to  fet  out  with  Mr.  Clark,  if  fo,  he  (hall  alio 
wait  upon  you  with  his  letters  and  give  his  parole. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  lad  night,  repeating^  your  call  of  the  names,  fize,  s^, 
&c»  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention  ^  my  opinion  not  bc« 
ing  changed,  1  am  under  the  neceffity  of  referring  you  to 
my  former  letter  upon  that  fubjeA,  atturins  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  you  will  point  out  to  me  the  inftances  you  al* 
lude  to  where  fimilar  demands  hav«  been  made  by  Britifti 
officers,  and  complied  with,  I  will  give  the  matter  farther 
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coniideration  and  further  anfwer  ;  in  Canada^.  I  know  the  cafe 
was  dircdly  the  rcverfc, 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
A£ii.  Gen.  Heath.  J.  BuhgoyKE. 

P»  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Colonel  Chace  has  deli- 
Tcred  in  an  account,  amounting  to  13175K  6s.  iid.  (com- 
miiBon  money  at  five  per  cent,  included)  and  he  informs  me, 
that  he  has  orders  to  demand  the  payment  in  hard  moneys 
I  mufl  defire  jou  to  let  me  know  whether  this  is  a  determina- 
tion you  mean  to  abide  by. 

Head  Suartersy  B^ftimy  January  18,  1778. 
PAROLE,  C.  Sign. 

THE  Court  whereof  Brigadier  General  Glover  was  pre- 
fident,  appointed  by  the  orders  of  the  loth  inftant,  to  enquire 
into  the  grounds  of  a  complaint  exhibited  by  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  againft  Clolooel  Henley,  late  commanding 
oiBcer  of  the  American  troops  at  Cambridge,  after  mature 
confideration,  are  of  opinion,  that  from  the  evidence  offered 
on  the  fide  of  General  Burgoyne  againft  Colonel  Henley,  it 
will  be  moft  for  the  honour  of  Colonel  Henley,  as  well  as  for 
the  fatisfadion  of  all  interefted,  that  the  judgment  of  a  court  * 
martial  fhould  be  taken  oahis  conduct,  during  his  command 
at  Cambridge.  The  General  approving  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  orders,  &c.  that  a  fpecial  general  court  martial  fit  on 
Tueifday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  at  the  court  Houfe  in 
Cambridge,  for  the  trialof  Colonel  David  Henley,  late  com- 
manding officer  at  that  poft,  accufed  by  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne  of  a  general  tenor  of  language  and  conduA,  hei^ 
noufly  criminal  as  an  officer,  and  unbecoming  a  maa;  of 
the  moft  indecent,  violent,  vindi£tive  feverity  againft  unarmed 
men,  and  intentional  murder. 

Brigadier  General  Glovbh,  Prcfident, 
Colonel  Wilson,  Lieutenant  Col.  Popkin, 

Colonel  M.  Jacksok,  Major  Curtis, 

Colonel  Lee,  Captain  Randall,     . 

Colonel  H.  Jackson,  Captain  Langdon, 

Lieutenant  Col.  Colman,      Captain  Sewall, 
LieutenaatCoL  Badlam,      Captain  Hastings, 
Members. 
'  i  %  Lieu- 
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Ltetitonant  CoIqikI  Tudor  it  dffiml  to  aft  as  judge  advo* 
cate.  All  evidences  and  perfons  concerned  to  attend  the 
Court. 

ExtraA  from  gpneral  order, 

J.  Keith,  D.  A.  G. 

SIR,  Head  ^arursy  Bqfton^  Jam.  i8,  1 778, 

YOUR*  favour  of  yefterday\  date,  came  to  hand  {<^  late  the 
laft  evening,  that  it  was  irnpradicable  to  return  you  aa 
anfw^r.  All  accounts  with  you.  Sir,  oiuft  be  fettled  and 
paid  in  ni^noer  as  is  exprelfed  in  my  letter  of  the  3d.Tnftant, 
as  I  am  explicitly  direftcd  fo  to  fettle  them,  I  b^  leave  to 
refer  your  Excellency  to  that  my  letter. 

Yeii  will  pleafe  to  fend  down,  under  cover,  all  fuch  letters 
and  papers  as  are  intended  to  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Clark  to 
Sir  William  Howe,  or  others,  as  1  chofe  rather  to  fee  them 
myfelf  than  refer,  the  infpcAion  of  them  to  any  other  officer* 

The  letters  and  papers  fhall  be  returned  this  evening,  if  I 
receive  them  in  feafon,  or  eat-ijf  to-morrow  morning>  by  Cap- 
tain Gooch,  who  is  to  acgompany  Mr.  Clark  y  I  have  fcnt 
tip  his  parole.  His  paflport  will  be  fent  by  Captain  Gooch« 
I  am  content,  that  the  officer  who  is  to  proceed  to  General 
Gates,  ihould  fet  out  with  Mr.  Clark.  His  letters  and  papers 
inuft  be  fenr  down  this  day  for  infpedion.  If  you^r  ExceU 
lency  will  pleafe  to  fend  his  name^  a  parole  and  paifport  (hall 
be  fent  up. 

That  part  of  your  letter,  refpe£tlng  the  names  and  de<- 
icriptioils  of  the  troops,  I  will  aofwer  apart,  that  Mr. 
Clark  may  not  be  detained  by  lengthening  this. 
'  Colonel  Chace^s  charging  commiiSons  was  unknown  to  aie» 
«nd  is  to  be  takien  out  of  (he  acrcount.  But  as  Major  Hop- 
kins, and  feveral  other  ftiliftants  in  that  department,  have 
been  fi^ly  employed  in  Iferying  your  troops  fince  at  Cam* 
bridge,  I  doubt  not,  but  you  will  tl^ink  it  reaibnable  that 
you  fhould  pay  them.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  {o  lit- 
tle importance,  as  not  tot  be  wqrtl^y  of  difpute* 
lam, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fervant,. 
Li€utcnar^  Gentr^l  Burgo^„  W.  H»ATH. 


SIR, 
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SIR,  Head ^iortersy  Bo/Ion^  Jem.  19,  177?. 

YOUR  packet  of  letters,  papers,  &c.  were  handed  to  me 
the  laft  evening  per  Colonel  Keith.  I  think  that  the  fecond 
paragraph  of  your  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe,  does  not  fland 
quite  fairly  cxpreflcd.  You  are  pleafed  to  ftate  it,  that  you 
are  to  pay  the  accounts  in  ^old  or  filver,  or  yourfelf  and 
troops  be  detained.  I  think  it  would  be  but  jufl  to  have  in- 
lerted  or  replace  the  provifions  and  necejjariesy  with  which  your 
troops  have  heenfupplied^  which  is  the  mode,  in  which  1  inform* 
cd  you,  your  accounts  were  to  be  fettled,  and  I  muft  defirt 
you  to  make  that  addition  in  your  letter. 

I  find  among  the  letters  one  wrote  by  Colonel  Kingfton  to 
Lord  Hanpourt,  which  I  have  detained.  I  fhaU  ever  take 
pleafure  in  gratifying  any  officer,  when  I  can  do  it  confifieia 
with  the  honour  and  fafety  of  my  country  ;  and  thofe  c^en** 
tlemen  who  write  fhould  be  very  cautious  what  expremons 
they  make  ufe  of!  and  although  the  exceptional  expreffions 
in  Colonel  Kingfton^s  letter  are  rather  oblique  than  direft^ 
yet  they  are  fo  much  pointed,  that  I  am  not  certain  whether 
they  do  not  in  fome  degree  touch  his  parole,  of  which!  fhajl 
confider  farther, 

As  I  am  informed,  your  Excellency  is  defirous  that  Lieur 
tenant  J.  Vallency  fhould  go  with  Mr.  Clark,  I  fuppofp  they 
muft  be  necelTarily  detained  until  to-morrow  morning, 
lam, 
Your  Excellency's    . 

moft  obedient  fervant, 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  HeadS^arterSy  Bojon,  Jan.  21,  1778. 

THAT  part  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  inftant,  which  re* 
fpe&ed  the  taking  the  names  and  defcriptions  of  the  foldiery 
of  tlie  Convention,  I  informed  your  Excellency  in  mine  of 
the  1 8th,  I  would  aniwer  apart. 

You  are  plealed  to  obfervc,  that  in  regard  to  giving  th« 
names,  fizc,  &c.  &c.  your  opinion  not  being  .changed,  you  arjB 
imder  the  neceffity  of  referring  me  to  your  former  letter 
upon  that  fubje£t. ;  but  at  the  fame  time  aiTure  me,  that  if  I 
will  point  out  to  you  the  inftances  I  alluded  to,  where  Cmilar 
demands  have  been  made  by  Britifh  officers,  and  complied 
with,  you  will  give  the  matter  farther  confideration  and  far- 
4  ther 
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tfacr  anrwcr,  and  then  conclude,  that  ^^  in  Canada  I  know  the 
cafe  was  direftly  the  reverie." 

As  your  Excellency  appears  inclined  to  appeal  to  the  oon- 
duft  of  the  officers  in  Canada,  I  will  give  yon  an  inftaoce, 
and  a  recent  one  too,  frottl  that  quarter^  which,  I  think,  will 
be  fully  fufficient  without  mentioning  others.  The  Ameri- 
can officers  and  Ibldiers,.  taken  by  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand at  and  near  Ticonderoga,  and  fent  down  to  Canada,  arc 
now  returned  home  under  parole.  Their  treatment  was  as 
follows,  which  I  have  from  a  Captain  Walcott  of  Colonel 
MarlhalPs  regiment.  When  they  got  to  Quebec,  the  officers 
gavic  their  paroles,  and  direftly  afterwards  they  were  all  fent 
on  board  the  men  of  war  indiicriminately  with  the  privates^ 
and  were  told  by  the  officers  on  board,  that  they  knew  no 
difference  between  them,  as  they  looked  upon  the  government 
that  made  them  to  be  nothing;  and  before  they  were  fent 
home,  the  following  de<crij)tions  were  taken  of  the  fbldiery, 
'viz.  their  names,  the  province,  county,  and  town  they  be- 
longed to,  age,  fize,  and  complexion— officers  and  men  being 
intermixed  together  had  two  thirds  of  a  ration  per  day,  with* 
out  diftinAion.  After  mentioning  thefe  inftances,  Sir,  I 
hope  you  will  have  no  farther  obje&ion  in  complying  with 
the  requilition  fent  you,  for  taking  the  defcriptions  of  the 
troops  of  the  Convention. 
I  ^m, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fervant, 
Ueutitiant  Gen.  Burgqyne.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Head^arters^  BoJioHy  Jan.  22,  1778. 

I  HAVE  repeatedly  mentioned  to  you  verbally  a  jealoufy 
and  uncafincfs  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  on  account  of.  an 
apprehenfion,  that  there  are  in  the  hands  of  your  officers  a 
number  of  fufees ;  fojr  my  own  part,  I  have  no  apprehenfion 
of  an  ill  ufc  being  made  of  them  ;  but  the  minds  of  the 
people  ooght  moft  certainly  to  be  made  cafy,  which  will  not 
T)e,  until  they  are  fati&fieil  that  the  arms  are  colleAed  and  de- 
pofitcd.  And  as  your  Excellency  has  repeatedly  alTured  me, 
that  they  Ihould  be  colIeQcd  and  put  into  my  hands,  I  muft 
dcfire  that  it  may  be  done  immediately,  and  would  propoic, 
that  a  label  l^  nxed  to  the  guard  of  each  piece,  with  the 
number,  together  with  the  officer's  name,  rank,  and  regiment, 
'which  ihalL  l>e  entered* on  a  fchedule,  the  arms  then  put  inro 
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a  cheft^  and  delivered  to  fuch  officer  as  I  fhall  appoint.  I 
will  give  my  Itononr  for  the  return  of  them,  when  the  officers 
refpmivcly  embark.  A  copy  of  the  fchedule  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  fnch  officer  as  you  may  order. 

As  I  conceive  this  to  be  but  reafonable^  I  defire  a  com- 
pliance may  not  be  delayed. 

I  congratulate  you,  oir,  on  the  fafe  arrival  of  your  rkv 
ney,  &c. 

I  am, 

Ypur  Excellency's 

obedient  iervant. 
Lieutenant  Gmtral  Bur gopu.  W,  Hbath. 

SIR,  Cambridge^  Jan.  24,  1778, 

I  SHOULD  have  anfwered  your  letters  received  the  day 
before  ^efterday  foooer,  but  the  bufinefs  of  the  court  martial 
has  taken  up  my  whole  time.  The  officers'  fufees  have  been 
ordered  in ;  they  will  be  fafely  kept  at  my  quarters,  and  I  will 
be  refponfible  for  their  not  being  returned  to  the  officers, 
while  they  remain  here.  Theie  fufees  are  no  part  of  the 
public  ftores,  they  are  private  property,  if  you  make  a  point 
of  their  being  given  into  your  cuftody,  I  muft  beg  a  little 
time  to  refled  upon  it. 

>  With  refpeft  to  the  other  matter  concerning  the  peribnal 
deicriptions  of  the  troops,  I  muft  give  it  ferious  confideration, 
and  I  conceive  the  delay  cannot  be  attended  with  any  difap- 
pointmbnt,  as  any  time  before  the  embarkation  will  equally 
anfwer  the  purpole  for  Which  you  require. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Me^or  General  Heaths     .  J.  Bu&goyn£4 


EXTRACT  FROM  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  garters,  Boflony  Jan.  28,  1778. 
COMPLAINT  has  been  made  to  the  General,  that  fomc 
of  the  officers  of  the  Convention  have  fet  up  a  billiard  table 
in  an  houfe  near  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  and 
that  company  is  frequently  there  at  very  nnfeafonable  hours^ 
to  the  difqttietude  and  uneafineTs  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
General  meani  not  to  prohibit  innocent  diverfioos  to  thofc 
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officeiB)  bvt  forbidi  the  cxercife  of  them  at  thofe  boon  tfait 
dHcompofe  othcre. 

All  officers  of  die  Convention  ape  to. be  at  dieir  qoarten, 
and  not  to  be  abroad  after  nine  o'clock  io  the  eTcning,  nalefii 
€Hi  fome  very  fpecial  occafiony  and  then  not  withoat  expreis 
leave  in  writing  from  the  commandant  of  the  poft ;  ftrift 
obedience  is  expefted  to  this  order.  TJie  patroles  are  to  take 
up  fuch  as  are  found  contrary  thereto,  and  report  them  to  the 
commandant,  who  will  tranfmit  fudh  report  to  the  general. 

J.  Keith,  D.  A*  &• 


SIR,  Headquarters^  Bojlon,  Jan.  30,  1778. 

I  SHOULD  have  anfwered  yours  of  die  24th  iboner,  but 
a  multiplicity  of  buiinefs  has  prevented. 

As  I  obferved  to  your  Excellency,  in  mine  of  the  22d  in- 
ftant,  that  I  had  no  apprehenfion  myfelf  of  ao  ill  ufe  being 
made  of  the  officers*  fufees ;  but  that  tt  was  to  fatisfy  the 
minds  of  the  people,  who  were  uneafy,  that  I  defired  Acj 
might  be  colleded  and  depofited;  and  although  your  declaring 
that  you  will  be  refponfible  for  their  not  bein^  returned  to  the 
officers,  while  they  remain  here,  would  fatisfy  myfelf,  yef 
you  fo  well  know  mankind,  that  I  need  not  obferve  to  you, 
that  it  would  not  fatisfy  the  people,  and  I  am  confident,  that 
it  wilt  be  both  for  the  comfort  of  your  mind  and  my  own, 
to  have  them^  depofited,  as  I  propofed  to  you,  and  yoii  nay 
be  aflured,  that  private  property  will  ever  be  held  mod  facred 
by  me.  I  muft  therefore  defire,  that  you  would  depofit 
them  agreeable  to  my  propofel,  as  fooA  as  may  be. 

As  to  the  perfonal  defcri^tions  of  the  troops,  I  conceive 
that  there  is  more  leifure  to  take  them  now,  than  in  the  hurry 
diat  will  naturally  arife  juft  before  the  troops  embark,  and  I 
fttbmit  to  yourffplf,  whether  it  will  not  be  le»  embamffing  to 
you, 

I  am, 
SIRr 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Bwrgcyne.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Head^^MfterSj  Bp/lon^  Feb.  4,  1778. 

INCT^OSED  it  a  refolve  of  the  honounbte  Continen- 
tal Congrefs,  which  I  received  pmr  exprcfs  the  laft  evening. 
As  this  reiblvlwill  caufo  your  continuance  with  us  longer 

than 
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than  was  expeded,  you  may  be  afTured,  Sir,  that  no  endea- 
vours of  mine,  jfhall  be  wanting  to  make  your  ficuation  as 
agreeable  as  pofflble* 
laiii 

Your  fexceilency^s  moft  obedient  lerv^il't, 
LUui.  Gin.  Butg9ffui.  W.  HuatU. 

[The  reroiution  of  the  Congref$,  with  the  papers  relative 
to  it,  are  already  printed  io  the  Parlianientary  Regifter,  See 
ihi  Dihaiis  of  tbi  Houfi  iff  Commons  for  iTjSf  from  Page 
SO4/0  Page  217*] 

SIR,  February  4,  1778. 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter,  and  the  refolvcs  of 
Cdngrefs  inclofed, 

I  propofe  fendine  an  oi&cerj  with  a  letter  to  Congrefs,  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  thofi  refolves,  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  appoint  fome  officer  or  other  proper 
perfon  to  conduft  him. 

I  likewife  think  it  right  Lord  Howe  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  thefe  refolutions,  and  therefore  you  will  pleafe  to  name 
fuch  perfon  as  you,  think  proper  to  condud  an  officer  of  mine  ^ 

to  his  Lordfhip  with  a  copy  of  the  refolves,  and  would  wi(h  thi^ 
gentleman  might  fet  out  to*morrow  morning. 

I  am,  SIR,  &c. 

Maj.  Cen.  tieatK  J«  B« 


S  I  R^  Head'^ariersy  Bo/ton^  Feb.  4»  i?7*. 

Your  favour  of  this  day's  date  I  have  juft  received.  I 
have  no  obje£lion  to  your  fending  an  officer  to  Congrefs,  and 
will  appoint  a  perfon  to  conduS  him,  agreeable  to  your  re- 
queft,  but  fear  they  will  fcarcely  be  able  to  proceed  fo  foon  as 
the  day  after  to-morrow. 

I  am  forry  that  I  cannot  grant  your  requeft  of  fending  to 
Lord  Howe  fo  foon  as  you  wim,  as  I  muft  firft  certify  Congrefs 
that  I  have  delivered  you  the  refolve,  before  I  confent  to  your 
tranfmitting  it  to  any  public  officer. 

Your  letter  to  the  honourable  Meflrs.  Hancock  and  Adams 
1  immediately  tranfmitted  to  them, 
.     I  am,  SIR, 
.    ^  '  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Lieut,  Gen*  Burgoyne.  W.  Heath. 

g  SIR, 
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SIR,  Camhridge,  Frf.  6,  f 77^ . 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter,  in  whrch  you  fay  jom 
could  not  furnilh  an  officer  to  go  with  a  gentleman  from  me 
to  CoDgrefs  fo  foon  ds  to-day. 

I  aflc  it  as  a  favour  of  you  to  expedite  that  matter,  t»  let 
me  know  how  foon  a  gentleman  from  you  wiU  be  ready  for 
that  journey.  1  am,  SIR,  &c.  &c, 

Aiaj.  Gen.  Htath,  (Signed)  J.  B. 

S  I  R,  Head^^arUrs^  Bi^n,  Feb,  6,  1778. 

YOUR  favour  of  this  date  is  juft  come  to  hand.  A  gen- 
tleman is  now  ready,  agreeable  to  your  requeft,  to  attend 
your  officer  to  Congrefs,aud  might  proceed  to- morrow  morn- 
ing ;  but,  as  my  dilpitches  cannot  )^e  compleated,  I  mtift  de- 
tain.him  until  Sunday  morning,  when  he  {haft  proceed  as 
early  as  you  pTeafe. 

You  wi'Il  pleafc  to  tranfmit  me  the  name  of  the  officer 
whom  you  propofe  to  fend,  that  a  pafTport,  parole,  &c«  fliay 
be  prepared;^  I  am,  SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

LUut^  Gin.  Burgojm*  W.  Hkath. 

SIR,  Btftm^  Feb.  6,  irjS. 

I  i^HOULD  not  have  failed  yefterday  to  have  returned  an 
anfwer  to  your  letter,  which  was  broughl!  to  me  the  preceding 
evening,  had  it  not  been  for  the  violence  of  a  diforder  which 
had  feized  me  near  a  weeic  before ;  that  diforder  ftill  continues 
to  affii<St  me  much,  and  prevents  my  feeing  any  one  but  my  phy- 
fician,  or  doing  any  bufmefs,  even  of  the  moft  trifling  nature. 
Under  fuch  circumftane^s,  you  will  excufe  me,  if  I  de- 
cline to  engage  with  you  in  converfation  upon  a  fiibjed  fn 
which  you  think  the  general  ciufe  of  humanity,  and  poffiblj 
the  cflcntial  interefts  of  both  our  countries,  arc  concerned. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR,  • 
Your  moft  humble  lerrant, 
Lieut,  Gen,  Burgopif.  S.  Al>Ails« 


S  I  R,  Cambfidie^  Feb.  7,  1778. 

AT  the  fame  time  I  received  your  anfwer,  yeikc4ay  evening, 

I  h^d  a  note  from  Mr.  Hancock,  that  Infgrmedme  I  ftottid 
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have  the  honour  of  reeing  k'm  ibw  4py,  if  bis  txe^lth  per- 
-mitcedv  othcrwiic  on  Monday  oext,  I  uke  for  granted  the 
barfnefs  of  the  weather  will  make  it  Monday.  Impatient  as  t 
am  to  forowd  my  dtijpatcb  to  Coogrefs,  you  will  readily  con- 
ceive my  wiih  to  poftpooe  it  till  afier  that  interview.  My 
•id  decimp,  Mr.  Wilford,  (hall  be  ready  to  fet  out  on  Tuei^ 
day  morning,  and  I  beg  the  engage meot  may  hold  for  that 
Ctme,  at  all  events.  1  am',  Sift,  iic^  &c* 

Mij.  Ggn.  HMk.  J.  B. 


SIR,  Head^^aritn^  B$fion^  Feb.  7,  1778. 

YOUR  favour  of  this  date  i»  juft  come  to  hand,  i  moil 
readily  confent  to  the  {>oftpapiog  Mr.  WiIford*s  journey  un- 
til Tuefday  morning. 

[  have  thi9  moment  received  feveral  lettrra  from  Providence, 
which  I  do  myfclf  the  pleafure  to  inclofe. 
I  am,  SIR, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Liiu$^  Gitu  BurgofWi.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Hiod-^^irs^  Bofi$n^Fft.  la,  1778. 

I  HAVE  juft  received  a  complaint  a^inft  a  Captain  Ather* 
ten  beion^ng  to  the  troope  of  the  Conventioo.  I  am  in- 
formed,  iince  the  complaint  was  exhibited,  that  he  had  de« 
clared  he  has  not  figmrd  hit  parole.  I  defire  to  be  informed, 
immediately,  why  this  ofiker  has  not  figned  his  parole,  after 
tie  bei»g  k^t  at  Cambridge  fo  long  a  time,  for  th^t  purpofe ; 
and  alfo  whether  there  are  any  other  officers  belonging  to  the 
troops  of  the  Convention  who  have  not  given  their  parole,  and 
the  reafon  for  their  negled. 

lam,  SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 
'    Lhttt.  Gift;  Burgpynt.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Cambridie,  Feh.  U,  1778* 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  conceived 
in  terms  more  abrupt  and  peremptory  that  lihovld  have  ima- 
gined theoccafion  required,  relative  ^  a  oomplaiAt  to  you^ 
not  fpecifying  of  what  natsre,  *^  againft  a  Captain  Atherton 
of  the  troops  of  the  Convention," 

I  know  of  no  fuch  officer  in  thia  army  aa  «..Ciptiio 
Atherton* 

ga  If 
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If  you  metn  Mr.  Atfaerton  the  proved,  fliould  he  not  have 
given  bis  parole,  you  profefs  to  have  the  authoruy,  and,  by  fa^ 
tal  experience,  you  know  you  have  the  meant,  to  puni(h  any 
delinquent  upon  whom  you  fliall  fix  or  fuppofe  a  fault. 

I  defire  to  be  excufed  from  giving  any  reafons  why  perfons 
have  not  figned  a  parole ;  Bricilh  officers  not  profeffing  to 
havenny  controul  over  the  cpnfcience. 

I  know  of  no  officers^  properly  fo  called  (what  the  cooi- 
miflariate  may  have  done  I  cannot  fay)  who  have  refufed, 
except  the  three  gentlemen  whofe  names  weic  Itft  here  by 
Major  Sweafy,  viz.  Captain  Jones,  Lieutenant  Spencer,  and 
Enfign  Forftcr,  of  the  24th  regiment.  I  take  this  occaflon 
to  inform  you  they  ftill  perfevere  in  their  refufal.  The  a& 
is  their  own,  and  it  is  for  you  to  take  the  courfe  you  may 
think  proper. 

Mnj. Gen.  Heath.  (Signed)  J.  B, 


EXTRACT  FROM  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  garters ^  Bofton^  Feb.  14,  1778. 
A  COURT  of  Enquiry  to  fit  at  Cambridge  on  Monday 
next,  at  ten  o'clock  (A.  M«)  at  fuch  place  as  ibe  prefident 
ihall  appoint,  to  examine  into  the  grounds  of  feveral  com- 
plaints which  will  be  laid  before  them  ;  in  particular,  a  com* 
plaint  of  Mr.  William  Warren  againft  Captain  Athenon,  a 
Britifii  officer,  for  threatening  his  perfon,  fcapdalizing  the 
country,  and  eoing  beyond  the  limits  affigned  the  officers— 
The  reafon  of  a  folJier  of  the  guards  pricking  or  ftabbiog  a 
Britifh  foldier,  in  attempting  to  make  his  efcapc,  on  i>aturday 
the  7ih  inflant,  on  Profped  Hill— A  complaint  .of  Lieute- 
nant Wilkin  Ton  of  the  6 2d  regiment,  BricKh,  of  abufe  offered 
to  him  on  the  evening  of  the  8ch  ulr,  by  Serjeant  Sweat 
snd  a  p«*rty  of  Colonel  Brooke's  regiment  of  guarcls-r-A  com-f 
plaint  of  Captain  Sweatenham,  a  Britifh  officer,  of  abufe  re- 
ciMved  on  the  4th  of  January,  going  to  the  barracks,  and  alfo 
of  his  ci:)ndu<E^  towards  the  fcntry  near  the  commiflTary's  ftore, 
and  whether  he  had  any  ffieciai  written  permiffioo  for  being 
out  that  night  after  the  time  ftipulated  in  his.  parole  for  his 
being  «i  xjuartcra— And  a  complaint  of  Mr.  Ephraim 
Mullet  sgaii\ft  Enfign  Gwin,  a  Britiffi  officer,  for  following 
him  with  a  drawn  bayonet,  to  be  his  death,  alfo  fwcaring  to 
bum  hii  father's  houfe. 

Col, 
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Golonel  GfeK^msH,  Frefidenu 
Lieut.  CoU  Wild,  Captain  Gr££nwooi>» 

Major  GAQ^y  Capuin  Hall. 

.  Members, 
Capjtaiii  Waflibum  to  aA  as  Judge  Ad  vQca^ — all  evidences 
and  perlbns  concerned  to  attend  the  court. 

J,  Keith,  D,  A.G. 
jf  copy  (^'tbis  wasfent  I4ti  February  to 
Mfi^or  of  Brigade  Kxkman  to  cim^ 
■  '  munieate  to  all  concnned* 


SIR,  Cambridgij  March %thy  177*. 

HAVING  juft  nowveq^ived  through  your  hands,  aictto: 
from  Captain  Dalrymple,  commanding  the 'Juno  fi:igat€« 
d^ted  Cape  Cod  Harbour,  4th  March. 177S,.  and  informii^ 
me  that  8930  tonnage  of  tranfport  is  arrived  under  his  or- 
ders, to  convey  the  troops  of  the  Convention  to  England,  / 
rejjueji  to  hi  informed  what  fart  you  mean  to  take  in  regard  to  the 
smbarkation. 

I.fhall  be  obliged  to  you  for  your  ianAyer  as  ibon  z» 
VEHKf  be,  becaufe  jq  coniequence  of  your  determination  I 
fliali  defire  your  affiftance  to  convey  an  open  letter  to  Cap- 
tain Dalrymple. 

lam, 

SIR, 

Your  nooft  obedient  feryant, 
TV  Major  Gen.  Heath  J.  B. 


SIR,  Head  ^uartersy  Bojion,  March  Zth,  1 778. 

YOURS  of  this  date  isjuftcome  to  hand,  in  which  you 
obferve  that  8930  tonnage  of  tranfport  is  arrived  at  Uape 
Cod  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Dalrymple,  defigned  to 
convey  the  troops  of  the  Convention  to  England,  and  requeft 
that  I  would  inform  yop  what  part  I  mean  to  take  in  regard 
t9  the  embarkation. 

As  the  honourable  Congrefs  were  pleafed  by  their  refo* 
lutions  of  the  8th  of  January  lafl  (copy  of  which  I  did 
myfelf •  the  honour  to  tracfmit  to  your  Excellency)  fully  to 
/lecermine  th^t  matter,  I  can  take  no  other  part  than  fuch 
as  they  are  pleafed  to  point  out  as  my  duty,  to  which  I 
ibaU  itri^ly  coofgnx).  Any  afEilaQc^  in  my  power  in  con- 
veying 
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rejiog  your  ktter  to  Captain  DaliTtfipb  fhail  be  moft 
chcainiUy  afforded  by 

-   Ymit  Exccllcncy'f     . 

noft  hunible  fenrant^ 
Xjwr.  Ctn.  Bvrgepii.  W.  Heath. 

SIR,  CawMJ^i^  Manb^h^  177S. 

FINDING  by  your  anfwcp  u»  aun»  of  ycfterday,  that 
you  can  take  no  other  part  at  prefMt  thrnn  fiich  aa  the  Con- 
grefs  pointed  out  in  their  refolution  of  Stb  January  ;  I  have 
to  requcft  you  to  convey  the  packet  tranfisitted  herewith, 
as  foon  at  may  be  to  the  officer  commanding  the  flag  of 
truce,  in  order  that  he  may  return  with  it  oa  board  the 
Judo.  As  yoo  conftnttd  fome-daya  paft  to  my  fending 
to  Lord  Howe,  copies  of  the  veibkittOAf  of  CongfcTs,  and 
of  ray  difpatches  inanfwer.  I  eondode,  Sir,  yon  can 
have  no  objeAicn  to  my  fending  dupttcatea,  one  by  fea, 
the  other  by  the  exchanged  officer^  who  are  to  go  by  hiMJi. 

You  will  have  obferved  in  Captain  Dalrympk's  letter  to 
me,  that  he  has  many  private  letters  for  me  and-  for  the 
-army  in  his  poflMBon;  I  ihootd  hope  yon  would  permit 
them  to  he  Mivered  unopened,  i  adfmt  there  wouM  be 
an  impropriety  in  making  the  fame  requcft  >c^t^ag4«tters 
to  pafs  from  hencfe,  but  as  no  intell^nce  we  can  receive^ 
can  in  our  prcfcnt  fituation  poffibty  affefi:  the  interefl  of 
America,  yon  have  it  in  yo«r  power  to  lay  this  army  under 
obligation  for  me  of  the  greateft  pleafnfo  of  life^  that  of 
^  hearing  from  their  friends. 

Whatever  may  be  your  determination  in  this  reipeA,  I 
beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  fignifying  it  by  aline  to 
Captain  Dalrymple,  whom  I  have  debred  to  m  dipe&ed 
by  it. 

I  am, 
S  I  R, 
Your  moft  obedient  ftrvant, 
Alar^r  General  Heath.  J.  BnnooYHir* 

SIR,  Htad  Shunters^  Bojhn^  Mof^th^  17*8. 

I  OBSERVED  onthelffiof  tran^oits  whseh  pafied 

through  my  hands  to  your  Excettcficy  on  yefi«frday,  that  a 

large  quantity  of  flour  was  cm  board  feme  -of  the  tran^jortaat 
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Cape  Cod,  and  perhaps  a  large  quantity  of  other  proyifiont 
may  be  on  txNurd  alfo/ 

As  yottr  ExctUcncjr  has  coroplftiocd  of  the  high  price  of 
]>roviiions  here,  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  take  out  thoft 
piovifions  for  the  afe  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention,  and 
think  a  iaving  may  he  made  in  the  expence  of  fupplies  ta 
Great  Britain  thtitby,  I  (hall  have  no  objeAlon  to  your 
doing  of  it,  and  will  afibrd  you  as  mueh  affiftance  as  yon     - 
nay  ftand  in  need  of  to  get  them  up. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

VtMir  nsoft  obedieiit^ 
humble  fenrant^ 
Li€m.  Gen.  Bwrgpfm.  .  :  .  W.  Hkatiu 


SIR,  Hemd  ^wartirs^  Bijftofh  Mmrcb  i6tb,  i  yjd. 

IN  mine  of  the  aad  January  laft,  I  ol^rved  to  youf 
Excellency,  as  I  had.  done  repeatedly  before  verbally,  the 
yealoufy  and  uneafinefa  that  fubiifbd  Uk .  the  minds  of  the 
peopk  veijpefting  the  ofteers  fiizees,  and  did  therein  propofe 
to  Ton  that  diey  Ihoukl  be  put  into  the  bands.of  fuch  officer 
as  i  (hould  appoint  to  receive  them,  and  pledged  my  honovc 
that  they  ihduld  be  fiufe  kept,  and  returned  to  the  officets  t» 
whom  diey  belong;  you  was  plea&d  to  ohferve  in  yours  of 
the  a4th  of  the  &nis  mbftth,  that  the  officers  fnzees  wcfft 
ordered  to  your  quarters,  and  that  you  would  be  refponfible 
for  their  not  being  returned  to  them  while  they  remain  here; 
and  in  mine  of  the  50th,  I  observed  that  fuch  a  pledge  would 
iattsfy  me,  but  Ait  ia  would  not  fati«fy  the  miim  of  die 
people.  Thdr  uneafitie6  has  tncreafed,  and  at  length  led 
the  General  Afibmbly  10  oaake  a  roprefentation  to  me^  by 
^hich  I  am  confbauied  to  defire  your  Exoelleocy  to  put 
them  into  die  faaodr  of  Major  P^ard,  >mj  aid*de-camp^ 
whom  I  have  appoiMed  to  receive  them  in  the  naanntt  pr#» 

fofed  in  mine  of  the  22d  January;  and  I  again  pledge  my 
onour  for  the-fafe  keeping  and  return  of  them,  agreeable  to 
my  promile  m  that  Irtcer.  I  aflure  n^yfelf  that  under  tbefe 
circumftances  you  will  not  hefitate  a  moment  deporting  of 
them,  or  think  my  prefling  this  matter  is  in  the  leaft  un-* 
reafoBabie*  I  ahi. 

Your  Exodlency's 

muA  cbodicat  ftrvunt, 

Usut.  Gm.  Bvrnyne^ W.  Heath. 

S  I  R, 
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SIR,  HeaJ  Quarters,  B^fitOL,  March  Jjth,  17^8^ 

THE  General  AflemUx  of  the  Stace  of  Mafiachiriti's 
fiay  having  by  their  refolve  of  the  13th  inftant,  cxprcffed 
their  apprehensions  that  there  11  great  reafbri  to  iijfpeA  that 
fome  coniidetable  part  of  the  troops  of  the  Contention  have 
by  fooie  means  fupplied  themfelTes  with  fire'^anns,  and  that 
tfiere  is  a  neceflity  tha^  the  matter  ihoitld  be  immediately 
examined  into,  «nd  fuck  mcafiires  purAied  aa  mayfecare  thie 
fafety  of  the  State  in  that  refpefi. 

In  order,  therefove,  that  the  reqaeft  of  the  General  Af-^ 
fembly  may  b&  cirried  -  into  exectttion,  you  will  pleafe  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock,  A^  M.  to  make  a  ftrift  fearch  in  all ' 
the  barracks  occupied  by  the  Britifli  and  Foreign  trteps  on 
ProfpeA  and  Winter  Hills.  If  any  fuzees  belonging  to  the 
officers  (hould  be'  found  in  any  of  die  barracks,  they  are  not 
to  b#  taken  away,  the  officer's  name  and  rank  to.iMiom  they 
belong,  and  the  barracfk  and  room  where  they  are  foond,  are 
«o  be  taken  down  in  writing ;  but  if  any  mu&ets  are  found 
in  the  barracks  witk  the  private  men,  tfaty  are  to  be  taken 
into  cvftody,  and  a  receipt  given  to  the  perfon  who  daims 
them,  and  a  fair  entry  made  of  the  perfan's  name  and  arms 
in  a  book. 

*  You  will  plea(e  to  conduA  this  iluitter  with  great  pro^ 
priety  and  good  order ;  no  infult  or  abufe  is  to  be  ofiered. 
^  >The  guards  are  to  behave  in  a  foldier-lake  manner,  yoa  will 
order  the  whole  garrifon  to  be  under  arms  on  their  parades, 
and  fo  to  remain  until  the  fearch  is  over. 

You  will  keep  the  matter  a  profound  fecret  tmtil  you 
liave  made  your  difpofition  for  the  feacch,  yon  will  dien  wait 
on  General  Burgoyne,  and  acquaint  htm  with  your  orders, 
and  then  proceed  and  make  yow  ftarch.  The  fearch  is  to 
'be  carefully  made  in  the  barracks  and  fuch  places  as  are  moft 
Jikelv  to  have  arms  concealed ;  but  yoa  are  not  to  learch 
the  baggage.  For  all  which  this  fhaii  be  your  fufficicot 
warrant. 

(Signed) 
Lifut.  Ca.  Knth^  D.  A.  G.  W.  Heath,  M.  G. 

LIEUTENANT  Colonel  Keith,  Deputy  Adjutant  Gc 

neral  to  the  Provincials,  after  ieardiing  all  the  barracks, 

made  a  report  to  General  Burgoyne  that  there  were  neither 

.  fir^'arms  nof  officers  fuzees  in  any  of  the  barracks  occupied 
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hj  die  E^gUfh  troops,  and  oQly  a  few  fuxees,  alK>uVte%  bc« 
muging  tot  |bc  (^efs  in  the  barracks  occupied  by  the  Ger-i 
loaa  troops. 


SIR,  .   ^  Cambrid^ei^  March  17/A,  njrS. 

,  I  HAY^  ^  J^ypvr  of  yours  of  March  i6th,  refpeaing 
the  delivery  of  the  officers  fuzees  into  your  hands,  I  ac« 
knowledge  that  the  application  has  been  repeatedly  made, 
andmy  anfwer  h^t  beeQ  unifonn,  that  a  furrender  of  this 
property  fhould  be  made  to  the  public  tranquility  whenever 

Jfq9.ijn^  j^  p^jnt  of  it.  Since  the  30th  Jai^uary,  when  the 
aft  letter  upon  this  fubjed  pafied,  I  really  imagined  that 
the  people  had  refumed  fufficient  confidence  in  their  owa 
A^pec^th  cq  be  free  from  appreheniion,  and  that  no  perfon 
.WDu}d  prefs  a  sneafure  that  marked  fo  uncon^on,  and  per* 
jQtt  pf>e  to  add,  as  it  applies  not  in  the  remoteft  degree  tp 
,yourfclf,  {9  indecent  a  w^nt  of  truft  in  the  parole  of  the 
jBritifh  oj^icers,  and  particularly  of  xxKjidi  who  had  anfwered 
Sox  the  care  of  theijo, 

I  ftill  adhere  to  my  former  line  of  condufi,  and  whenever 
Major  Poiiard  or  any  other  officer  fhall  come  to  my  quarter* 
for  this  piirpofe,  they  Ihall  be  fhewn  the  place  where  thefe 
aims  ^re  depoiked  (I  think  they  amount  to  about  forty, 
Tufty  and  without  locks)  and  I  afTure  you  no  obftruftion 
ihall  be  given  to  their  being  carried  away,  but  the  trouble 
of  marking  the  feveral  officers  n^mes  will  be  unneceffary, 
as  I  believe  no, officer  means  ever  to  receive  them  again. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Maj,  Q^n^JIfath.  (Signed)         J.  Burgoyne. 

SIR,  Hcad^artcrs^  Boftony  March  i%thj  l^^^. 

I  HAVE  received  a  refolve  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Aflembly 
of  this  ^\^X^%  ps^ffed  pn  the  13th  inftant,  in  which  is  the  fol- 
lowing pjtragraph, 

^'  Whereas  there  is  great  rcafon  to  fufpeft  that-  fomc  con- 
fiderabl^  part  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention  have  by  fome 
xpeaos  .fppplied  thcaiCelv^  witti  iire  arms,  it  is  therefore 
neoeflary  inquiry  be, made  thereinto  ;  it  is  therefore  defircd 
that  (hp  Council  figiaiify  ^o  General  Heath  the  neceffity  of 

.  h  that 


Digitizeel  by 


Google 


hriii  A  P  P  E  N  b  I  3(    T  O    T  H  E 

that  matter  being  immediately  ^xamioed^  and  fucfa  meaAire^ 
parfned  by  htm  as  may  ftecttre  the  iafety  efthk  State  ia  dia^ 
refpea." 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing,  I  hare  dixefted  Ldcmc- 
oant  Colonel  Keith  to  make  a  fearch  throogh  die  bamcka 
this  naorning,  in  order  that  the  General  Awmbly  and  peo- 
ple may  be  &tisfied,  and  all  fnfpicion  removed.  Ai  theft 
are  the  only  mottres  for  the  ftar,  I  flatter  mjftlf  that  it  will 
Mt  gire  yon  umbraee. 
I  ttn. 

Your  Excdlency'a 
obedient  fenrant, 
Liiitt.  Gen.  Burgqpu.  W.  HSATH. 

SIR,  CamM^e^  March  itli,  1778^ 

COLONEL  Keith  delivered  to  me  ^our  favour  of  diii 
day,  containing  a  refolve  of  the  two  Honfi^  of  Afiembl^» 
and  be  likewife  communicated  to  me  your  warrant  for  ma 
proceedings4  He  will  inform  you  that  he  met  with  no 
obftruftion,  but  on  the  contrary,  every  attention  and  affift- 
ance  to  facflitate  the  viiionary  purfuit  upon  which  he  waa 
employed. 

It  would  be  fuperfltious  and  uncivil  towards  you.  Sr^  to 
conunent  upon  an  aft  which  is  not  your  own.  I  mall  ooly 
fay  I  have  been  lately  too  much  habituated  to  extraordiiiary 
events,  to  feel  furprize  or  agitation  at  any,  and  in  thp 
prefent  inftance,  I  fincerely  aifure  you,  I  find  myfelf  mudi 
nore  inclined  to  fmile  than  to  take  mabrage. 
'  I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 
Major  Gen.  Heaib.  J.  BuaGOYN£» 

*         SIR,  CambrUge^Marcbl^b,  ifl^. 

MR.  Witford,  my  aid-de-camp,  is  juft  now  returned;  I 
'  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  yoo  copies  of  all  the  refidves 
9f  the  Congrcfs  that  I  have  received. 

As  the  Congrefs  have  been  fo  obliging  to  leave  me  a  la- 
titude for  the  place  of  embarkation,  I  propofe  to  go  by 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  fliall  requeft  your  pafiports  to  fet  out 
with  my  family  in  about  three  days.  In  the  OAean  time, 
Sir|  I  Ihould  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  wrald  paiam  dia 
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eCcer  cemaMdiiig  the  flag  of  troee  to  come  on  fiiore  fir 
a  few  hours.  By  converfation  with  him  upon  the  provi^ 
ficnt  m  tbt  'tstMfporty  the  meant  of  landing  it,  fhoakl  it  be 
thought  proper,  and  the  expediency  of  fparing  it  from  the 
fliips,  agreatdealof  timem^htbefitved,  andconvenienciet 
to  our  inutoal  accxnint  might  enfnc;  I  mean  the  Officer  to  be 
under  pafok  not  to  convey  any  unopened  letters* 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  there  is  a  military  cheft  on  board 
tiie  Juno  for  the  uie  of  thefe  troops,  I  requeft  to  know  whe- 
ther you  will  permit  it  to  be  landed  and  delivered  to  Major 
General  Phillips,  parole  bein^  g^ven  that  there  are  no  letters 
nor  other  papers  therein  contained. 

I  (hall  be  obliged  to  you  fof  an  anfwer  to  this  u  ibon  at 
may  be,  and  fhould  wiui  alfo  to  have  an  interview  with  you 
«t  Cambridge  or  Bofton,  as  you  may  think  proper* 

I  am, 

SIR,  &c. 
To  Afqjcr  Gtmrml  Hemb.  J.  Burcoyns^ 


InCongre/sy  March  ad,  1778. 
THE  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Lieutenant 
General  Burgoyne  to  the  prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  dat<4 
die  nth  February,  No.  i»  with  the  papers  inclpied  was  re- 
ferred, report 

**  That  they  have  carefully  perufed  and  duly  confidered 
liie  letter  and  papers,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  is  fufficient  to  induce  Congrefs  to  recede  from  tipiir 
refolves  of  the  8th  of  January  laft,  refpeding  the  Convention 
ef  Saratoga.^    Whereupon 

Retbdved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
Extraft  from  the  Minutes. 

Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


In  Congrefsy  Marth  3//,  1778. 

THE  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Wilford,  aid-de-camp  to  General  Burgoyne,  was  referred, 
report, 

«*  That  Lieutenant  Wilford  be  permitted  to  deliver  to 
the  board  of  war,  duplicates  of  the  papers  by  him  preiented 
tx>  Congreft,  and  that  the  board  be  directed  to  forward  them 
to  General  Wafhiogton,  to  be  tranfmitted  by  a  flag  to  Ge- 
AQral  Hov?e  without  delay;  bat  that  Lieutenant  wilford  be 
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not  permhtcd  perfootHy  to  cdtivey  tlie  dvplioiees 
General  Wafhington  or  General  Howe** 

Rcfdved^  That  Coogrefii  agree  to  eke  report  of  Ac 
iBiCtee. 

Extraft  from  the  MiolH£s. 
(A  true  Copy )  Ch ▲•  Th^m Ftoir^  Sec* 

Horatio  Gates^  Major  Gat^ 


itOm^fif  A4areb^  1778. 

THE  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ittttr  No.  »•  ♦ 
from  Lieutenant  General  Borgoyne,  February  i  iiii,  with  a 
paper  inclofed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  idto 
consideration.     Whereupon 

Rcfolvcd,  That  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  dm  afc- 
count  of  his  ill-ftate  of  health,  with  the  officers  of  his  fa- 
mily and  his  fervaots,  be  permitted  to  embark  /or  Great 
Britain  ;  that  General  Heath  furnifti  the  nece'dary  paff- 
ports,  accepting  a  parole  from  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goync.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kingfton,  and  Do&or  Wood, 
**  that  fhcfuld  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  of  the  Convention 
of  Saratoga  be  hy  any  means  prolonged  bejrond  the  time 
apprehended,  thole  officeTs  will  return  to  America  opoa 
demand  and  due  notice  given,  and  will  deliver  cbemfelves 
into  the  power  of  Congrefs,  unlcfs  regularly  exchanged." 

Rcfolvcd,  That  Captain 'Wiiloc  of  the  8th  Ttgiment  be 
furtiiihed  with  a  pafiport  to  return  to  Canada  by  Way  df 
Hallifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  reftridioii  of  the  patote 
given  by  the  Canadian  troops  in  the  Convention  of  Samc^a, 
till  he  fhall  be  regularly  exchanged.  '*. 

Rcfolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to 'grant  the  po^sorts 
requcfted  by  General  Borppyne  for  Captain  Vigors  of  the 
29th  regimertt,  Lieutcnfant  Wheat  of  the  20th,  or  Lieutenant 
Bibby  of  the  24th. 

Ext  raft  from  the  Minutes. 

Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


SIR,  Tirk  Town^  in  Penfvlvania,  6th  March^  1778* 

BY  the  hands  of  Lieotetiant  Wilford  6n  'tie' 26th  Fe- 
bruary, I  received  the  honour  of  your  Excdlei>cy*$  teCter 
of  the  nth  of  that  month.  No.  u  and  tipon  the  ad  inftaut 
x)f  another  letter  from  your  Excellency  of  the  former  date. 
No.  2.  thele  in  due  courfe  i  piefeaied  to  Con^fs,  and  I 
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lilnrdTMMtrcd  in  thatge  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excelie&cy  the 
three  b&s  uadeni\eBti<Mied,  which  will  be  foand  within  the 
prefcnt  cover. 

ift.  An  aft  of  the  2d  March^  confirming  the  aft  of  Ja- 
nuary 8th,  for  Tuft>csiding  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  in 
the  Convention  oc.Saratc^a. 

ady  An  aft  of  the  3d  March  for  enabling  Lieutenant  Wil* 
ford  to  tranfmit  certain  papers  to  General  Howe.    . 

3d,  An  aft  of  the  fame  date  for  granting  paflports  for 
your  Excellency  with  the  officers  of  your  Excellency's  family^ 
and  fervants,  to  embark  for  Great  Britain,  and  lor  other 
purpoTes  therein  reiblved,^ 

To  thcfe  feveral  afts,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  particularly  to 
refer,  as  containing  all  that  Congrefs  have  judged  neceflarj 
for  me  to  return  to  your  Excellency's  letters  above  recited. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  all  proper  coniideration^ 
SIR, 

Your  Excellency's 

obedient  and  moft  hnmbte  fervant^ 
Nis  Excelkney  Lieut.  Gen.  Henry  Laurens, 

S^rgoyney  Cambridgey  Majfachufets^         Prefident  of  Congr^fi. 


SIR,  Camhrtdge^  March  lOth^  l-y^g. 

SINCE  I  had  the  pleafure  of  fteing  you  it  has  occurred 
to  me  and  General  Reidefel,  that  Captain  Willoe  going  bj 
Halifax  to  Canada,  may  arrive  too  late  at  Qacbcc  to  pre- 
vent the  clothing  dcftined  for  the  troops  of  the  Convention 
being  fent  to  England,  upon  the  belief  that  they  would  bo 
failed  from  hencfc  before  this  time. 

I  have  therefore  to  alk  you.  Sir,  whether  you  have  any" 
objeftion  to  grant  a  pafiport  for  a  German  officer  to  go  to  , 
Canada  by  the  Lakes,  and  return  with  the  cloathing  by  fea) 
and  whether  you  will  give  fafe  conduft  for  the  ihips  con* 
veyrng  the  cloathing  and  other  ncccflaries  for  the  troops  of 
the  Convention,' and  for  the  fafe  delivery  of  thofe  articles 
into  the  hands  of  the  General  commanding  thofe  troops  for 
the  time  being. 

Should  you  not  confent  to  a  German  officer  going,  I 

have  to  apply  to  you  to  convey  by  a  flag  of  truce  of  your 

own,  a  letter  for  the  above  purpofe  from  me  to  Sir  Guy 

CarktoA  or  general  officer  commandinjg  in  Canada^  ihould 
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alfo  be  glad  to  know  at  what  time  Captaia  WiUw  is  M^hoM 
himfdf  in  readinefs  to  canbark  for  Halifax. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Yoor  moft  obedient  fenrant, 
Mtj.  Gen.  Hiotb.  J.  Burgoyke. 


S  I  H,  Head  ^uwrters^  Bojhm^  March  22,  1778- 

IMMEDIATELY  upon  my  return  to  this  place,  on  Fri- 
day laft,  I  forwarded  your  letters  to  the  CafUe,  to  be  ient  on 
board  the  cartel,  the  wind  blowing  yefterday  almoft  a  horri- 
cane,  no  intelligence  could  be  obtained  from  thence,  and  al- 
though it  ftill  blows  freOi,  a  boat  has  this  moment  come  up 
(one  o'clock  P.  M.).  The  iuclofed  is  the  report  which  I 
have  received  from  Lieatenaut  Colonel  Revere,  I  very  much 
fear,  that  the  fchooner,  called  the  Lady  Waihington,  is  ei- 
ther drove  on  ihore,  and  beat  to  pieces,  or  out  to  (ea^  in 
whidi  cafe^  the  hands  apd  guard  who  were  on  board,  muft 
pcrilh.  As  yoor,  letters  were  on  board  that  fchooner,  they 
will  probably  be  loft,  I  have  therefore  difpatched  a  ti^t 
horfeman  to  your  Excellency,  that  you  may  forward  new 
difpatches,  without  lofs  of  time.  Having  a  copy  of  your  let- 
ter, I  have  feat  it,  that  you  may  fee  what  were  its  contents, 
as  I  obierved  you  did  not  uke  a  copy.  The  light  horfeman 
Will  wait  for  your  letters,  and  I  will  detain  the  boat  imtil  he 
returns.  Would  aik  the  favour,  that  tlie  enclded  papers  may 
he  returned  by  the  bearer  hereof. 

I   dXCii 

Your  Excellency's, 

moft  obedient  fcrvant, 
liiuu  Gin*  Bwrgiym.  W.  Heath. 


SIR,  Cambrit^e^  A£arcb  22,  1778. 

I  HOLD  mvfclf  exceedingly  obliged  by  your  attoinon  to 
my  latedifpatch,  and  Ihall  feel  a  very  finceiei^ret,  if  any 
lols  of  mca  is  iuftained  on  your  part. 

I  return  a  new  lett  .r,  word  for  word  with  the  old  one,  and 
have  only  .to  requeft  you  will  add  thereto  duplicates  of  your 
parole  to  Ca]>tain  Dairy  mple  for  the  fecurity  of  the  traniports, 
and  the  fecurity  and  conveyance  of  the  money.  I  very  much 
wiili  tlie  cartel  to  be  difpatched  tp-nigfat^  and  Ihall  hope  to 
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hear  from  youto-morrow  rcfpeftiog  my  applications  by  tny 
lener'of  Ftida^yeveoiog, 

I  am.  with  many  thanks  for  your  laft  favoar. 
SIR, 
Yoar  moft  obeditnt  fenran^ 

[Signtd]  J.B. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Qarke  has  Dot  yet  heani  fitmi  your  Commiflary. 

S  I  Ry  Cambridge^  Marehj  23,  K  778« 

*    I.  AM  forry,  ib  iboo  after  my  laft  difpatch  to  Captain'Dal* 

2mple  to  trouble  you  again,  but  miuft  particularly  rcqueft 
e  farour  of  you  to  fend  off  the  incloied,  without  anv  loft 
of  time ;  a*d  if  you  will  be  fo  obtiging  to  order  a  good^* 
ing  boat  to  go  all  the  way  to  Cape  Cod,  I  will  readily  pay  aay 
•xpeiice  that  may  bt  uecefiary  upon  that  occafioo. 
1  am, 

SIR, 

Your  vKi^  (Aedient  fervant, 
MitfrOemrmlUMb.  {Signed]  J.  & 

SIR,  Hiod ^uanersy  Bofhrn^  March 23,  1778. 

YOtiRftTOur  of  the  20Chinftant  came  fafe  to  hand,  but 
being  exceedingly  prefled  with  bufinefi,  J  have  not  been  able 
fooner  to  anfwer  it« 

I  apprehend  that  Congrefg  could  halve  no  more  objeftioo  to. 
-Captain  Willoe^s  £^^°S  ^^  Canada  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes, 
than  any  other  omcer,  and  that  as  they  dif^proved  of  bis 
going,  they  would  equally  difapprove  of.  a  German  officer** 
going  I^  that  rout,  1  cannot  therefore  grant  your  requeft  ia 
that  reipeft.  If  your  Excellency  Ihould  think  proper  to 
write  to  Sir  Guy  Uarleton,  or  general  commander  in  Canada, 
i  will,  with  great  pleafure,  forward  it  to  the  commanding 
<^Hicer  at  Albany,  and  defire  him,  as  foon  as  pollible,  to  con- 
vey it  by  a  flag  to  the  firft  poft  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Britifk 
troops  in  Canada. 

I  fhall  alfo  with  pleafure  grant  proteftion  to  fuch  flag  as 
may  arrive  with  the  clothing  and  other  necefiaries,  for  the 
troops  of  the  Convention,  and  as  far  as  is  in  my  power^  fa- 
cilitate the  delivery  of  the  articles  (after  proper  examinatioo) 
'  into  the  hands  of  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  troops  of 
*  die  Coflvention  for  the  time  being.    Captain  Willoe  fhall,  itf:. 
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any  time,  hare  hit  ptflport  to  procMi  toHayiaz,  b«l  i 

not  fay,  when  a  flag  will  fail  for  that  fAaoo^    I  h^vp  gjiven 
orden  for  the  oioft  diligent  preparation  pf  accpnnts  JFor  fct- 
tlemcnt,  they  will  foon  be  ready.     Mr.  Comnuflary  Clarke 
willy  I  belin^  hear  from  Mr*  Coowaitfary  MiUer  thu  day. 
lam, 

YourEzcellency't 

jBoft  pMdiei|t  (ervaott 
Ueut.  GfH.  Bwrgdgnt.  W.  Hbath. 


SIR,  Hml^uaner^  B^ft^  Mntibnf^  ^778. 

THE  inclofed  I  recetteduie  laft  eveniog,  am  cibceedingly 

lorry  %o  imd  that  the  fleet  have  returned  tp  Rhode  Iflaod,  as 

a  vdTel  arrived  this  morning,  reporta  to  haTefeeAthem  uiider 

(aid  on  yefterday* 

After  logidng  over  Capuin  Dalrymple'i  letter  of  the  15th 
inftanty  I  am  at  a  loft  for  the  reafoa  of  the  viduallers  re- 
turningi  to  Rhode  Ifland  with  the  provifions,  as  it  appears 
from  his  letter^  that  they  were  dcfinied  for  the  trocm  of  the 
.Convention.  The  accounts  muft  be  ft^ttkd^  apd  1  (hall  be 
happy  in  facilitating  them  all  in  my  power.  . 
I  am, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  fervant^ 
Liwu  Gin.  Burgtfm.  W,  Hsath. 


SIR,  PhUoMpUoy  FA.  j,  1778. 

BY  advices  received  from  Rhode  liland,  tranimittii^  to 
me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Heath  to  Lieutenant 
General  Burgoyne  (copy  of  which  is  inclofed)  I  aqi  infonn- 
ed  that  it  is  determined  to  detain  General  Burgoyne's  troops 
in  New  England,  until  all  demands  for  their  proviiions,'  and 
other  neceilaries,  are  fatisfied,  and  that  this  determination  is 
grounded,  not  only  upon  a  requifition  of  mine  for  provifions 
to  be  fent  in  for  the  fubliftence  of  the  prifoners  in  my  pof- 
fcflioa,  and  for  the  purchafc  of  other  necefiaries,  but  upon  a 
forgery  by  my  agents,  emifTanes,  and  abettors,  of  wh^t  are 
called  continental  bills  of  credit.  This  laft  allegatioa  is  too 
illiberal  to  deferve  a  ferious  anfwer.  With  r^ard  'to  the 
other,  I  know  not  from  what  expreffion,  in  any  of  my  letters  to 
yoa,  it  has  been  underftood,  that  I  made  the  requifition  al- 
luded to.   You  know  that  the  allowance  of  provifioos  to  pfifo- 
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Jicfs  froQithe  beginning  of  my  comnMiiid,  has  been'  e^dll  in 
qyantity  and  qualit^r  to.  what  is  given  to  oor  own  troops  not  on 
tervice.  If  you  had  thought  this' infufficient,  you  might  have 
dire£ied  a  farther  fupply*  from  the  markets,  and  were  likewife 
at  liberty  to  fend  in  whatever  articles  you  thought  proper  fro^ 
the  country.  The  allowance  of  fuel  has  been  alfo  regulated, 
as  well  as  our  means  would  admit,  and  a  fimilar  permiffion 
of  purchafe  or  fupply  from  you,  has  never  been  refufed. 
My  letter  of  the  21ft  of  April  laft,  explained  to  you  the  ex- 
tent afforded  to  the  prifoners ;  cloathing,  and  fome  other  no- 
€eflaries,  they  had  a  right  to  expeft  from  thofe  who  had  been 
the  occafion  of  their  being  expofed  to  the  chance  of  captivity, 
and  that  idea  I  have  ever  underftood  to  be  mutual.  But  not- 
withftanding  the  remonftrances  I  made  to  you  upon  that 
point,  finding  that  fupplies  were  not  fent  in,  my  humanity 
interpofed  on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  men  in  our  pofleffion ; 
and  on  a  late  reprefentation  of  their  difireis,  I  permitted  in 
this  city,  the  purchafe  of  blanketting,  and  fuch  other  necef<- 
faries  as  the  feverity  of  the  winter  required,  and  without 
which  they  muft  abfolutely  have  perifhed. 

Confident,  as  I  am,  that  you  will  acknowledge  this  to  be  a 
juil  recital  of  fads,  I  cannot  but  think  it  unnccefiary  to  fay  - 
any  thing  farther,  either  upon  the  cruelty  falfely  alledged  to 
have  been  exercilcd  againft  the  prifohers,  or  the  unjuft  re- 
flexions you  have  been  fo  often  induced  to  tranfmit  to  me 
upon-that  head. 

.  In  confideration,  however,  of  the  real  and  unavoidable  di- 
ftreifes  of  the  prifoners  on  both  fides,  as  well  as  to  put  an  end 
to  all  fruitleis  altercation  on  the  fubjefV,  1  (hall  cohfent  to  an 
immediate  exchange  of  all  prifoners  now  in  our  poflelBon,  as 
well  officers  as  private  men,  fo  far  as  the  number  of  the  lat- 
ler,  and  parity  of  the  rank  of  the  former,  will  admit.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  (hall  wait  the  arrival  here  of  the  firitifh 
ofBcers,  whom  you  have  releafed  upon  their  paroles,  and  ihall^ 
without  delay,  fend  an.  equal  number  to  you  in  return. 

Widi  regard  to  the  accompt  for  provinons  and  other  neceC- 
jaries,  which  I  find  by  General  Heath's  letter,  is  become  a 
pretext  for  infringing,  if  it  is  not  intended  as  an  abfolute 
breach  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  I  do  readily  agree  to 
Ihe  immediate  appointment  of  commiflioners,  on  your  part 
and  oil  mine,  to  fettle  that  accompt,  t«^tber  with  aH  other 
accompts  for  provifions,  &c.  fumilhed  Sxt  prifbners  ter  either 
fide,  aiid  toumke  paynwnt  of-  the  balance* 
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Yoa  have  only  to  name  your  commiffioners  (two  will,  I 
think,  be  fufficient)  and  appoint  a  convenient  place  aod  tim^ 
for  their  meeting  two  gentlemen  on  my  part,  to  terminate  the 
buiinefs.  The  exchange  of  prilbners,  and  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  difference  that  has  fo  long  iubtifted  between  us 
upon  that  fcOre,  may  be  adjufted  at  the  fame  time  by  the 
fapie  commif&oners,  upon  an  equitable  ]4an  as  formerly  pro- 
•poTed  by  yourfelf, 

Thefe  propofitions,  founded  as  they  in  great ^meafare  are, 
tipon  your  own  fuggeftions,  I  confider  as  now  motuallya  greed 
vpon  Detwe^n  us,  and  therefore  I  muft  hope  to  find,  that  yoa 
aire  capable  of  carrying  them  finally  into  execution,  without 
-permitting  any  fet  of  men  to  interfere,  at  their  pleafure,  widi 
fuch  authority  as  has  be'en  vefted  in  you,  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  and  for  the  deciiion  of  all  matters  relating  to 
them. 

As  I  have  no  obje^ion  to  the  earlieft  meetirig  of  the  com- 
miflioners  for  completing  the  exchange  and  liquidating  the 
accounts,  I  trofl  there  will  be  no  new  impediment  to  the  re- 
leafe  of  General  Burgoyne's  troops,  but  that  you  will  give 
immediately  fuch  orders  for  their  embarkation  upon  the  ar- 
rival of  the  tranfports  at  Bofton^  as  will  remove  every  diffi- 
culty. 

With  due  refpcft,  I  am^ 
SIR, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 
Gen.  PfyhiMgtoM,  f^c.  lie.  (Signed)         W.  Howe* 

P.  S.  Your  letters  of  the  aoth  and  30th  January  arc  re- 
ceived, and  Ihall  be  anfwered  in  a  few  days, 

SIR,  HioJ garters,  Feb.  10,  1778. 

I  RECEIVED  ycfterday  the  favour  of  your  letter  <rf  the 
.5th  inftant. 

In  anfwer  to  whatever  it  contains  concerning  General 
Bui^oyne's  army,  and  the  meafures  adopted  relative  to  it,  I 
have  only  to  inform  you,  this  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have 
never  had  the  leaft  dircAion.  It  lies  wholly  with  Con« 
grefs,  and  the  propofak  yon  make  on  this  head  muft  be  fiib- 
mitted  to  them.  1  have  accordingly  trantmitted  a  copy  of 
your  letter,  and  I  fhall  be  ready  to  forward  yoa  any  fcfdo- 
tions  they  may  take  in  conicquence. 

I  (hall  omit  aoimad verting  on  yonr  obfervatioM,  with  re- 
gacd  to  the  allpwancc  and  treatment  to  prt&ncfa  in  your 
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hands ;  it  is  a  (bbjeA  which  has  been  freely  difcufied  in  tfa# 
progrefs  of  our  correfpondcncc,  and  the  necefiity  of  a  further 
ioveftigation  is  fuperfeded,  by  your  now  meeting  me  on  the 
ground  i  have  fo  long  wifhed. 

The  powers  under  which  I  aft,  are  entirely  derived  from 
Congrefs,  and  muft  of  courfe  be  fubjefted  to  fuch  modifica* 
tions  as  they  may  think  proper,  according  to  the  circum*^ 
ftances,  to  prefcribe.  But  holding  myfelf  fully  authorifed  by 
their  inftruftions  and  intentions,  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  rea- 
fonabie  terms  you  are  at  this  time  willing  to  adopt  for  the 
ihutD^d  relief  of  prifoners,  I  fhall  explicitly  clofe  with  your 
propoittions  to  the  following  tfkSt^ 

That  an  exchange  of  all  prifoners  now  in  our  paflTeffion^ 
officer  for  officer,  foldicr  for  feldier,  citizen  for  citizen,  fo 
far  as  number  and  rank  will  apply,  be  carried  into  execution 
as  expeditiooily  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit,  and 
without  regard  to  any  controverted  point,  which  might  prove 
an  impediment  to  fedefirable  an  end*  And  here,  as  I  may 
not  Clearly  underftand  your  meaning,  when  you  fay,  **  la 
die  mean  time  I  ihaH  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Britiih  officers, 
whom  you  have  rel'eafed  upon  their. paroles,  and  fhall,  with<^ 
out  delay,  fend  an  equal  number  to  you  in  return.'*  I  tak» 
occafion  to  requeil  you  will  be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  an 
explanation,  whether  you  intend  to  confider  fuch  officers  oa, 
both  fides,  as  (tiW  continuing  under  the  obligation  of  a  parole, 
or  as  abfolutely  exchanged,  in  purfuaace  of  the  general  car* 
teh  I  fee  no  reafon  why  an  effeftual  exchange  fiiould  net 
at  once  operate  with  reijpcft  to  diem. 

I  alfo  agree,  thar  two  commiffioners  from  me,  fhall  meet* 
like  number  from  you,  on  the  tenth  day  of  March,  in  Ger- 
man Town,  at  the  King  of  Pruffia  Tavern,  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  to  adjofl  upon  equitable  terms  the  difference  you 
mention,  and  fuch  other  matters  as  they  may  be  feverally  em- 
powered to  determine. 

With  refpeft  to  a  general  fettlement  of  accounts,  as  it 
comprehends  points  with  which  I  have  no  authority  to  inter- 
fere, it  is  not  in  my  power  to  concur  in  the  meafure  yott 
foggeft  for  that  purpofe.  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  remv 
ring  it  to  the  decifion  of  Congrcfs,  • 

Confidering  a  general  exchange  as  finally  agreed  on  be-      * 
twcen  us,  I  fhall,  without  delay,  order  the  prifoners,  in  ou^ 
hands,  to  places  in  the  vicinity  of  your  different  pofts,  as 
tkeir  re^peftfvc  fituatiofii  may  render  moft  cooYenicnt^  «ii4 
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ftall  give  you  notice  as  they  arriTe^  that  yoa  may  teM»  m 
nmnber  equal  to  thofe  £bnt  in  from  time  to  time. 
I  am«  with  due  refpeA, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervaot, 
(Signed)  G£o.  Washington. 
General  Howe,  fgfc.  d/c^ 


SI  R,  PhibuUpbiaj  Feh.  14,  1778* 

I  tiAVE  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  lotb 
liiftant,  in  coufequence  of  which  I  mall  fend  two  conunif- 
fioners  to  meet  thofe  on  yout  part  of  Germm  Town^  on  ilie 
day  appointed* 

The  diikeflea  which  from  too  good  authority  I  under* 
ftand  the  lower  dafs  of  prtfonerft  labour  under^  induce  me  to 
requeil  you  will  give  fuch  dtreftioos  as  may  e^^edtte  the  ex-. 
diange  of  the  non-commiilioned  officers  and  private  men,  in 
the  mode  you  have  prapofed ;  and  as  the  foreigners  and  Bri- 
tifli  muft  be  equally  defirods  of  their  liberty^  and  equally 
eonfi<fered.in  the  geaeral  xcleafe^  I  truft  you  will  direct  that 
due  prifeners  ient  in,  are  proportioned  as  nearly  as  the  num- 
bers of  each  in  your  poffeffion  and  their  fituatioa  will  admit. 

With  refpeft  to.the  exchange  of  commiiBoned  officers,  yoo 
will  permit  me  to  premife,  that  this  muft  be  governed  by  tho 
refeafe  of  the  Heffian  fidd  officers  taken  at  Trenton^  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Archit>ald  Campbell  of  the  71ft  regimeaty 
who  have  not  only  been  longeft  confined,  but  have  hidicrto 
been  the  objeAs  of  particular  exceptioo,  the  exchange  for 
thofe  gentlemen,  as  well  as  for  the  other  dfficers^  will  then 
fake  p4ace,  as  is  agreed  upon.  This  will  explain  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  paragraph  in  my  letter  quoted  by  you,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  releafe  6f  officers  upon  parole,  prior  to  the  anri*- 
val  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  and  the  Heffian  field 
officers — I  defire  to  be  underftood,  that  in  Uiis  general  ex^ 
change,  the  officers  and  ibldiors  belonging  to  the  army  com* 
maaded  by  Lieulxrnant  General  Burgoyne,  who  were  taken, 
prior  to  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  are  to  be  oonfidenod 
within  the  deicription  of  priibners,  equally  with.tholeof  the 
army  more  immediately  under  my  coiinmancl. 

It  feems  neceflary,  with  regard  tocitieeos,  topoftpooe  the 
exchange  of  them,  until  the  meeting  of  the  comoufioners, 
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wkQ  bjr  ]k  perfonaL  difit^ffioo,  snay  finally  afcertain  the  di« 
fiiodions  and  equality  of  the  pcrlby^  to  be  exchanged* 
With  due  refpeA,  I  auv 
SIR, 
»     .     Your  moft  obedient  fervanty 
G<w*  ffyhtHpcHyi^c.  i^c*  (Signed)         W.  Howjb. 

•   .  ^  ■■  • 

S  I  R^  Camkridge^  March  %f^^  ,1778.^ 

THE  commanding  officer  of  your  troops  not  being  a^  Cam« 
bridge,  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  troubling  you  with  the 
indoied  Qomplaint^'ffoaiiLieuteQMt  Batterfby,  an  officer  of 
the  Coiiveotioiu  Mf^M  QP^  lA  the  guard-houfe,  which  I 
t]ii|ik>  yoUr  vvfUl'argee  with  me,  is  an  imjiiroper  place  /qr  an 
officer,  though  he  might,  in  the  firft  mftaiice,  be  in  the 
wrong. 

.  SfapuMr  ao  aAcgr  ^odaoger  his  parole,  by  being  out  at  an 
improper  hour^  hi&  being  put  in  afreft,  or  confined  to  the.  li- 
VttCsof  the  bai^diA,  tUlthe  affair  was  eiujuiretj  into,  I  Ihould 
tbiak  the  weriS:  that  Gould  haq>pen  to  bim  \n  ^ny  i^ouiitry  • 

Lihould  beobliged^  Sir;  if  youiwould  njeaie  Mr.  Batteri^ 
by  from  his  preiii^iit  difagreeable  fiti^tiaii;. 
.1  ani> 

Your  xooft  obedient  fervant,. 
Aictjur  Gen^Hfmbm  J.  Burcoyke. 


SIR,      ...  Htad^artiTSy  Boftcn^  March  2^^  1778, 

YOUK  favour  .o4  yefterday,.  enclofing  a  complaint  0/ 

Lieutenant  Batteriby,  came  to  hand  the  Uft  evening,  and  wap 

new  aod  furprifing  tQ<  me,  as  the  leaft  hint  of  it  had  not  beeo 

GQHunuoicated  by.  my  officers. 

Stri£k  order  and  diicipline  ate  conftantljr  inculcated  ai\d  re- 
hired in  my  oiders^  ^d  always  where  it  refpeCts  oi^ccrs^ 
whether  Cpocioental  or  of  the  Convention,  that  delicacy 
which  is  due  to  the  charaAer  of  the  officer  and  thegentleniaii, 
is  ftridly  enjoined.  The  time  of  night  when  the  lieute- 
•int  was  taken  up,'  aod  the  tc^rms  of  his  parole,  might  pro- 
perty fubje^  ^im  to  confinement  until  the  morning.  This^ 
Jiowetv^,  ought  to. havic  been  in  the  officer's  room,  and  not 
with  common  priionc^s*.  But  yoii  are  fenfible  that  the  officers 
ol  the  guardi,  althov^  men  of  the  befl  charaders,  are  not  lb 
folly  acquainted  with,  the  refinements  of  npilitary  difcipline 
as^wcrc  tabe.wiihcd.    It  muft^  ther6fo(9>  be  confidexed  as  an 
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error  of  judgmeot,  and  frotn  the  bcft  intell^iic^  it  is  atf 
error  which  hat  been  frequently  committed  doring  the  pre* 
feat  war,  efpecially  at  New  York,  where  our  unfortunate 
officers  are  often  fent  to  the  provoft  for  the  fmalleft  trifles^ 
and  fomettmet  they  know  not  for  what,  and  there  remain  for 
weeks.  It  it  a  proceeding,  however,  which  I  equally  dereft, 
both  there  and  here,  and  have  ordered  Colonel  Keitih  to  re- 
leafe  Lieutenant  Batteriby  immediately,  which  fhould  have 
been  done  the  next  morning  after  his  confinement,  had  it 
keen  reported  to  me. 

I  am, 

Your  Excelteney*t 

moft  obedient  ienrant, 
Utm.  Gin.  Burgofm.  W.  H£ATR. 


SIR,  Cambridge^  Mtnbu^j  1778. 

1  HAVE  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  26di,  together  with 
a  letter  from  Captain  Brathwaite,  and  am  concenied  at  die 
precipitate  departure  of  the  fleet,  which  I  take  for  graatftd, 
proceeded  from  Captain  Braithwaite  not  thinking  himfetf 
autlioriled  to  delay  the  execution  of  Lord  Howe*s  orders.  I 
am  the  more  concerned,  as  I  find  by  Mr.  Mefereau,  who  is 
juft  returned  from  Rhode  liland,  that  Lord  Howe  and  Gene- 
ral Pigot  cxpeded  the  provifion  would  be  landed.  There  u 
no  mvftciy  in  the  particular  departure  of  the  vi&uallers 
loaded  with  flour,  they  being  clearly  intended  as  an  additional 
ftorc  for  the  troops  upon  their  pai£ige,  and  could  neifer  be 
originally  defigned  for  their  ii(e  on  ihore,  becaufe  at  the  time 
the)  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet  failed  from  Rhode  liland,  it  conid 
not  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  Lord  Howe,  diat  the 
troops  would  be  deuined  on  fhoie  a  fingle  day  afer  their  ar« 
rival. 

In  anfwer  to  the  paragraph,  which  &ys  the  accounts  moft 
be  fettled,  I  am  induced  to  ftate  to  you  fi>me  remarks  upon 
my  fituation,  and  I  beg  you  toconfiderthem  as  a  very  folenm 
remonflrance. 

1  he  refolve  of  Congrels,  refpefting  my  departure  for 
England,  is  framed  mofc  accurately  and  moft  attentively,  ia 
favour  of  my  journey ;  it  takes  the  very  words  of  my  ap- 
plication, in  the  mention  of  my  health,  and  of  my  going  by 
Rhode  Ifland,  or  other  noore  expeditious  route  ;  both  thefecir- 
cumftances  clearly  demonftrate,  the  Congrefs  meant  no  delay, 
and  their  directions  to  you  to  f  urniih  pafiports  are  expitls  aod 

uncon- 
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tinconditional,  except  in  the  circomftance  of  receiving  from 
me  a  parole  to  return  to  America,  upon  the  call  of  the  Con* 
grcfs,  &c.  &c. 

Had  other  conditions  been  necelTary,  it  is  nor  to  be  fup« 
pofed,  they  would  have  been  overlooked ;  but  the  plain  con- 
Aru£^ion  of  the -vote  proves  yet  more,  for  the  conditional  pa* 
role  required,  if  it  docs  not  in  cfFeft  cancel  the  vote  of  the 
19th  of  December,  "  it  at  Icaft  puts  an  end  to  all  pretence 
of  neceffity  for  it  at  this  time,  becaufe  I  fhall  be  as  much 
under  the  controul  of  the  Congrefs  in  England  as  in  Cam-' 
bridge,  and  as  liable  to  be  brought  back  upon  any  difputes  ia 
fett  I  i  ng  the  accounts,  as  upon  any  other  circumftance,  which  you 
will  obferve^  is  a  fituation  quite  different  from  that  I  flood  io 
at  the  time  the  vote  was  paflcd  for  my  detention  in  December, 
The  fuppofition  that  the  Congrefs  meant  to  releafe  me  with 
one  hand  and  to  fetter  roe  with  the  other,  is  an  idea  too  in- 
jurious for  me  to  conceive.  Upon  thefe  confiderations,  I 
again  claim  of  you  my  pafTports  for  Rhode  Ifland,  in  yirtue 
of  the  refolve,  of  which  you  have  a  copy,  and  I  am  with  the 
other  gentlemen  coticerned,  ready  to  fign  the  parole  therein 
reqlrircd.  To  this  claim  I  muft  adhere,  but  being  flill  de- 
firous  to  accommodate  matters  according  to  your  wifhes,  if- 
poflible,  I  will  confent  to  poflponc  my  journey  till  Wcdnef- 
day,  f>rovided  you  will  compel  your  commiffary  (for  no  fo- 
licitationf  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Clarke  has  any  tSeSt)  to  de- 
liver his  account  to-morrow. 

The  account  of  wood  is  likewife  flill  withheld,  and  I  cannot 
but  obfcrve  to  you.  Sir,  that  while  you  have  been  expreffing 
to  me  your  inclination  to  facilitate  this  bufinefs,  eight  days  are 
already  elapfed,  by  the  negleft  of  your  commiflaries  ;  and  I 
at  prefent  labour  under  %hat  flrange  fpecies  of  perfecution,  to 
have  a  meafure  infifted  upon,  and  yet  to  be  prevented  all  pof* 
fible  means  of  complying  with  it. 

Though  the  fleet  is  failed,  I  fee  no  obfbru£tion  to  liquida- 
ting the  provifion-account  upon  the  principle  firfl  propofed  : 
and  for  this  purpoie,  a  commiffary  of  yours  might  attend  me  * 

to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  I  will  make  myfelf  rcfponSble  to  you  to 
convey  to  the  Port  of  Bofton  by  veuels,  in  which  your  com- 
miffary may  return,  fuch  a  quantity  of  provifions,  as  (hall 
replace  what  the  troops  have  confumed  ;  or  in  cafe  of  defl- 
ciericy,'  an  equivalent  depofit  of  money  fhall  be  fent  to  you 
by  yotd^  eommiffary,  that  depofit  to  be  refunded  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  ^e  Convedtion  troops  for  the  time  being, 
Mr  wheii« 
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whenever  the  cc»nplete  balance  of  the  provifioiu  ihall  ar- 
rivc. 
The  propofal  muft  furely  remove  all  material  difficulties. 
I  am, 

S  I  R,  &c 

J.  BURGOYME. 

P,  S.  I  have  received  your  letter  of  thi»  day's  date,  re- 
fpefting  Lieixtenaot  Batterlby,  and  am  obliged  to  yoa  for 
your  attention. 
Major  General  Heath. 

SIR,  Cambridgey  March  ^%  1778. 

I  SHOULD  be  glad  to  know  if  a  fmall  veiTel  could  be  got 

to  carry  Captain  Willoe  to  Halifax^  and  what  the  expence 

would  be,  and  am  todefire  you  will  pleafe  to  order  pafT- 

£ort^  to  be  taken  by  Captain  Willoe  to  Canada^  and  duplicates 
y  the  Hag  of  truce  that  goes  by  the  way  of  Albanv,  for  the 
lafe  conduA  of  the  vefiels  that  are  to  bring  the  cioathing^  and 
other  articles  for  ihe  Convention  troops,   to  the    port  of 
'  Bojfton.    The  difpatchcs  are  ready  to  go  by  the  flag^of  laiice 
to  Albany  as  feoo  as  you  pkafe. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  obedient  fervant. 
Major  Gen.  Heath.  J.  BuRGOYKE. 


SIR,  Head$tiarursy  Boftoa^  March  28, 1 778, 

YOUR  favour  of  yefterday  I  duly  received  :  having  taken 
every  ftep  in  my  power,  fince  I  bad  the  pieafure  to  fee  you, 
to  <]uicken  my  ouarter  mafter  and  commiflary,  I  yefterday, 
before  I  received  your  favour,  had  their  alTurances  that  the 
accounts  (hould  be  exhibited  this  day,  and  1  am  confident 
chat  they  will.  As  the  examination  of  the  accounts,,  and 
reporting  them  to  you,  will  take  up  the  greateft  part  di  this 
day,  I  fliall  poftpone  ieeing  you  until  Monday  morning, 
when  I  intend  to  participate  that  pleafofe.  And  I  again 
aifure  you,  that  1  will  not  throw  any  unnec^ary  objeSion 
in  the  way,  to  delay  your  departure,  meaning  nothing  but  a 
jttftificacion  of  my  conduA  to  Congrefa,  I  ihall  on  Monday 
ihew  YOU  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  infiant,  which  I 
have  had  the  hQW>ir  to  receive  from  ibe  Prefideat  of  Coa- 
grefs..  » 

In 
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-e>  In  anfvver  to  your  other  favour,  I  belicve,^  a  finall  vcflel 
inay  be  procured  to  carry  Captain  Willoc  to  Halifax,  thp 
expence,  I  apprehend^  would  be  from  1501.  to  200I.  Any 
paflports  which  you  defire  to  ^c  fcnt  bv  Captain  WUloe,  qr 
t>y  the  flag  of  truce,  fhall  be  granted.  1  wifh  to  be.informefi 
Jiow  many  vcffeU  will  be  necedary  for  the  purpofe.  Thje 
difp^Khes  ihall  be  forwarded  to  Albany,  as  foon  as  I  receivp 
them,  and  can  complete  the  neceiiary  papers  to  be  forwarded 
with  them. 

I  have  felt  myfelf  the  laft  night  and  this  morning,  m\?ch 
indiijpoled,  >v]^ich  prevents  my  writing  you  on  fome  other 
matters* 

I  am, 
*  -    Your  E^ellency't 

obedient  Icrvapt, 
fJiut.  Gen.  Burgcyne.  W.  Heath* 


SIR,  Cambridge^  March  29. 

SINCE  i:ccclvjng  tUe  favour  of  yours.of  ycfterday,  I  havd 
toniidered  maturely  the  fubjc£t  of  the  accounts,  and  find,  I 
can,  confiftently  with  my  duty,  meet  you  fo  very  nearly  upqix 
your  own  terois,  that  nothing  but  fuicerity  in  the  engage- 
ments made  to  me,  which  I  will  not  fufpcft,  can  prevent  my 
immediate  departure. 

I  am  induced  to  give  you  this  information  to-day,  that  no 
vnpediment  may  arife  to  finifhing  the  whol^  buiinefs  to  mor- 
row, when  I  exped,  in  confequence  of  your  engagement,  the 
favour  of  feeing  you. 

I  have  a  new  motive  for  \fc\ng  thus  preffing,  having  laft 
night  fufFered  a;n  attack  from  the  gout  .in  .my  ftomach,  of  a 
much  more  ferious  natureahan  I  have  ever  before  experienced. 
I  am  convinced,  every  day's  detention  in  this  country  endan- 
gers my  life ;  and  I  am  confident,  you  would  be  forry  to  re« 
Heft  hejeafter,  that  any  unneceflary,  not  to  lay  unwarrantable 
delay»8,  had  contributed  to  foch  a  fituation.  My  propofal;in 
regard  to  paying  provifions  in  kind,  and  of  fuch  quality ;as 
your  CommiiTary  (hall  approve,  I  underftand  to  be  fina}ly 
fettled  betwe^  us. 

In  r^^d^to  the.viroed.account,  and  the  account  given  in  by 
General  Glover,  there -^ii^  certainly  feveral  articles  that  ac- 
quire more  difcuifion  and  examination,  than  can  poffibly  he 
fivejn.them  within  the  time  I  have  named  for  my  departure  ; 
ttt  in  order  to  remove  every  difficulty  from  your  mind,  I 
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wUt  give  you  whatever  fums  you  (hall  require  within  tB€ 
charge,  for  the  rcccript,  uppn  account :  thefc  fums  I  will  alf6 
engage,  upon  roy  parole,  to  put  into  the  hands  of  your  com^ 
miffary  at  Rhode  Ifland,  or  if  you  prefer  it,  I  will  give  you 
the  pay mafter  general's  bills,  which  I  will  indorfe  upon  the 
public  account,  and  will  pledge  myfelf  for  their  being  dif- 
counted  at  par  at  Rhode  Ifland,  if  you  do  not  chooie  to  ne- 
gotiate them  at  Bofton. 

After  going  fo  far  to  accommodate  your  inclination,-  I  haVc 
only  to  add  my  reliance  that  you  will  bring  t;t^ltli  you  tb  mor- 
row my  paflports  and  a  parole,  according  to  the  reiblve  of  the 
Congrefs« 

I  am^ 

SlR,  &c. 
To  Major  Gin.  Heatb.  J,  Burcoyne. 


SIR,  Canilfridge^  March  30,  1778. 

IF  the  weather  prevented  your  coming  to  Cambridge  Ala 

morning,  I  would  readily  have  attended  you  in  Bofton,  had 

you  thought  proper  to  have  fcnt  me  fafe  conduft  by  an  aid- 

dc-camp. 

Upon  every  reafon  that  I  alledged  to  yon  in  toy  laft  letter, 
J  am  to  deiire  an  immediate  and  deciiive  anfi^et  in  regard  to 
my  requifition  of  paflfports,  conformable  to  the  vote  of  the 
Congrefs,  and  am  perfuaded  from  the  ?ittention  you  have  pro- 
fclfctl,  that  you  will  feel  for  my  iituation  in  point  of  health. 
I  am, 

SIR, 

Y  our  moft  obedient 
7o  Major  General  Heatb.  (Signed)  J«  B. 


S  I  R,   ^  Cambridge^  March  3r,  1778* 

I  HEREWITH  inclofc  you, two  copies  of  the  articles 
agreed  upon  l)ctween  us,  one  I  have  iigned,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  (end  me  back  die  other  as  foon  as^you  have  figned  it, 
»nd  alfo  Uie  palTports  for  me  and  my  family  to  Rhode  Ifland. 
I  pi'opofc  waiting  upon  you  at  Bofton  on  Thuriday  mom* 
ing,  at  the  hour  moft  convenient  to  youriielf,  and  muft  dcfire 
you  to  fend  an  officer  locondiiAme. 

1  mean  to  lend  off  my  fervants  and  baggage  on  Tburfilay 
morning,  and  would  take  it  as  a  fiavouri  if  you  would  inform 
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ne  t9  whom  I  am  to  applly  for  carriages,  and  whether  It  it 
necefiary  to  have  any  Separate  paflports  or  efcort  for  theq). 

You  will  obTerve,  Sir,  in  the  account  of  fuel,  I  have  (e- 
parated  the  wood  from  the  other  charges,  which  fhall  be  fet- 
tled and  paid  here,  according  to  our  agreement. 

I  have  alfo  left  a  blank  for  General  Glover's  account,  the 
fum  may  be  anferted  after  his  major  of  brt^de  has  (ettled  the 
particulars. 

.  I  think,  if  Mr.  Geddes  and  Mr.  Con^mtflfary  Clarke  went 
with  mV  to  Rhode  Ifland,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  all  the 
bulinef$  in  hand,  and  they  n^ight  return  with  your  officer. 
I  am,  S  I  R,  fcc. 

Your  obedient  fetvant, 
Majw  Gen.  Heath,  J.  BuRGOYNH. 


AR^TICLES  of  agreement  between  his  Excellency  Lieutcr 
nant  General  Burgoyne  and  Major  General  Heath,  refpcft- 
ing  the  payment  of  proviflons,  fuel,  &c.  furnifhed  to  die 
froops-of  the  Convention. 

I.  It  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Genc^^l  Bur- 
goyne, that  a  quantity  of  barrel  provifions,  equal  to  the 
quantity  charged  to  General  Burgoyne  by  Mr.  CommilTafy 
Miller,  in  his  account,  dated  i^th  and  21ft  January*,  and 
20tb  February,  fliall  be  fent  to.Bofton  as  fpecdjly  as  circum- 
jlances  will  permit ;  that  is  to  fay,  one  haff  of  diefaid  pro- 
vifions  from  Rhode  Ifland,  within  twenty  days  after  tbp  arri- 
val of  General  Burgoyne  in  the  faid  Ifland^  The  reii4ue^ 
fhould  it  be  neceflary  tq  fend  for  it  from  New  York,  in  forty 
days  after  the  faid  arrival. 

It  is  alfo  agreed  on  the  part  of  Geqeral  Burgoyne  to  depo- 
sit fuch  fums  as  (hall  be  equivalent  to  the  provilion  not  fer\t 
from  Rhode  Ifland  within  twenty  days,  tbefe  fums  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  ofi^cer  or  commiflary,  who  Geneql 
Heath  fliall  appoint  to  accqmpany  Geners^l  Burgoyne  to 
Rhode  Ifland, 

II.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  if  the  provifion  fliould 
not  be  delivered,  according  to  the  aix>ve  terms,  the  depofit^ 
in  as  much  as  is  equivalent  to  the  proviflon  fo  failing,  fliall 
remain  with  General  Heath  as  payment  of  the  account. 

.  •  And  it  k  further  eng^ed  by  Generid  Burgoyne  to  pay  into 

the  hands  of'  the  faid  o&er  appointed  by  General  Heath  to 

^  accompany  the  ^e^ieral  to  Rhode  lllandL  the  fum  of  thirty 

^2t  ^  '         '  ^Qufawl 
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thourand  two  Hundred  and  (ixty^tlim  pounds,  fbmteeii  •ftii*^ 
]ing5,  lawful  money,  being  the  amount  of  the  aecotnc  char- 
ged to  the  troops  for  fuel, 

.  And  it  is  nlfo  engaged,  by  General  Burgoyne,  to  pwf  tutor 
the  hands  of  the  faid  officer  the  fum  of  ' 

oa  account  9f  the  charges 
made  by  General  Glover,  for  the  expenditure  «poa  the 
inarch,  upon  account  of  the  troops,  eight  thoufand  two  k«n* 
4red  and  fifiy-two  pounds^  feven  fliilltng^,  and  ibcfence, 
llcrling. 

I(  is  engaged)  on  the  part  of  Major  General  Heath,  to  re- 
fund to  Major  General  Phflliptf,  or  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops  of  the  Convention  fgr  the  time  being,  the  fum 
depofited  as  above  agreed,  or  fuch  parts  of  them  IS  Cha!)  be  tt^ 
deemed  by.  the  delivery  of  provifions  within  the  time  above 
limited. 

.  IV;  ft  is  mutuary  sgreed^  between  the  Ci»mraAifi|^  lArties^ 
that  everything  herein  contained  ihai]  beconftrued  in  a  Liberal 
fenft;;  and  particularly,  that  no  advantage  ihall  be  taken  of 
any  deUys  beyond  the  time  limited  for  the  tJeliyery  of  provt- 
fions,  provided  fuch  delayi  appear  to  arife  frooi  accidents  oC 
the  fea  or  weather. 

To  this  agreement  we  have  mutually  pledged  Our  faitli  an^ 
.words  of  honotifi  this  zd  day  of  April,  lyfl*    • ' ' 

BxtraSi  tf  a  Letttr  to  his  ExiilUncy  Sir  JVilliam  Hev)t.^ 

*  E  l.'R,  ^  .     Khde-tjlani,  April x^^  177^ 

'^  **  Afrer  mucTi  duplicity,  and^  I  believe,  fome  debate,  in 
•*  the* Council  of  Bofton,  upon  th«  expediency  of  detaining 
f*  me  in  defiance  of  the  vote  of  the  Congrefs,  I  am  arrived 

*•*  at  a  place  where  1  can  wri^c  to  your  ExccHcncy'wltliout 
«  rc'flraint."' 

.  Maj.  G^n.  Heath  iiififted  that  all  theexpehcea  incurred 
bythe  Convehlion  troops  (hould  be  difcharged  m  folid  coiiv, 
-according  to  the  i-efftlve  6f  Congrcfs.     Had  the  refufal  of 

.this. demand  affected  only  my  departure,  I  fhouJd  not  have 
fufFered  any'perfona!  confidefarions  to  have  interfered  with 
the  interefts  of  government,  but  ftiould,  at  !eaft,*have  Waited 
It  further' explanation  of  your  ple^ure  than  I  cdiird  utider^^ 


♦  The  three  piaragraphs  dlftinguiflied  by  inverted  commas  were 
'  not  inferLed  'iii  fllVc&py  feilt  toLotd  Deorge  Gtfraaih* 
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^nd  from  Mr.  Comintirary  Clarke,  But  Generid  fhtt&  ex- 
tended Chtr  matter  to  mudi  more  fortous  ground,  dedariag  tk^ 
delay  of  payment  muft  neeefiariljr  eoh^ce  the  pri^  of  pre«i 
vifeont  to  ihe  troops »  and  intimating  that  it  was  not  cemaiii- 
that  a  fupply  could  be  Md  at  all,  the  ftock  of  iMttiey  ja  th^* 
treafcry  being  exhaufted,  and  the  purchafmg  contcaAers  fmd'* 
ing  freqawnt  d^iftcuiticsr in  otoinixig  cattle  upottciedit, «vea 
sit  ni^utei  pricea. 

I  waa  c)e«r  in  my  opinion^  that  4he  dircdioo  of  yew  £x«^ 
cellency^  fecit  me  yerbally  by  Mr.  Clarke,  to  declare  againft> 
paymem  for  anyproyifiont)  in  cafe  the  Cottventton  was  broke,' 
taking  it  for  granted  they  wouidno^  dare  ftar? e  the  troops^ 
did  not  kpplv  to  this  cafe;  becaufe,  wbateter  may  be  the  pri*f 
vate  and  juft  femimenta  of  every  perfim  ivho  coimders'thc  re« 
iblvie  ^  fo4>^nfion^  todeehm  it  broken  mw^  would  be  play* 
ing  their  own  gjamc;  tbey  Would  iifirrfediately  make  ufe  vP 
|hat  dcchration  as  conclufive,  «nd  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
jgotermonent  at  home  either  to  ratify  and  enforce  the^catecu^' 
tion  o£  she  Convention,  fluMjld  they  find  means  fo  to  do,  con«* 
fiflelitw^ith  thedignity  of  the  ftate,  or  torxzSt  &  full  a  repa^ 
Mioh  ffor  the  Tiolation,  (hould  that  betkereielntion  at  home^ 
as  they  may  do,-provided  thdre  exifts  not  a  eoioiir  of  Viofaticvi 
(Ml  oiir  part.  What  they  have  hitherto  alledgedyas  rcdfons  for 
their  reiblves,  muft  he  judged  by  the  world,  >noC  only  to  bai 
without  colour,  but  fbort  dF-«-moon(hine  ihadow. 

Upon  the(e  circumftances,  I  ftudidi  for  expedients  to  (e-» 
cui«  the  troop  from  ^e  dangers  tiiroateived  by  jKNi-paymcnr,* 
and  at  the  fame  tiaMf  eMuie  the  exorbitancy  of  tfaedemand^ 
I  availtdmyfeif  of  thealteraatire  grven  by  the  Congrds  to 
return  provifioAs  in  kind,  aiid,  after  fome  thmUe,  mryitip«i« 
)atil>n  was  accepted  for  ^  procuring  provifiens  Aom  Rhefle« 
}fl*ftd,  or  New-York,  it  limited  periods,  a  fum  of  mooef 
equivalent  to  the  quantity  diat  flK>uld  not  li^  forth«conung  im* 
hncfdiatdy  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  General  Heathy  as  a 
ilepofit, '  and  to  be  refunded  to  the  eftcer  commanding  the 
Convention  troops  fer  the  time  behsg,  whenever  the  provi* 
fions^fliould  arrive.  Fortunately  the  flbres  l»re  are  in  ctm* 
dition  to  liquidate  the  whole  accoant;  therefore  the  depofic 
is*<vliWctfflary,  Many  tboufand  pounds-are  faved  to  govern- 
inent,  and' no  difpute  irt  regard  to  what  is  paft  remains,  I  fob^ 
mtt  to  your  Excellency,  ^a^iether  a  continuance  of  this  method 
to.  dilkbfffge  the  provifion  accounts  will  not  be  the  moft  defi^ 
Wble  fet  theTutore,  provided  the  King's  ildraa  in  America 
can  afford  it,  and  whether,  for  that  purpofe,  it  might  not  im 
^pedient  to  augment  tho  fiores  At  RMe^'t^sad  i 
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Th>  above  difficulty  thu»  removed,  there  remained  a  hctrf 
Recount  in  regard  to  fuel  for  the  troops  from  ihe  time  of  their 
^MTival,  and  the  provifton,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  eatpence^ 
upon  the  march  from  Saratoga,  and  advanced  by  Brieadter« 
iGeneral  Glover.  1  had  the  good  fortune,  after  much  alterca- 
tion, to  make  a  great  abatement  upon  thefe  demands,  by  pay** 
ingonly  the  original  coft  of  things^  in  fpecie,  according  to  the 
price  of  the  country,  and  all  the  contingencies  of  carriage, 
ddiycries,  &c.  Ace.  which  vrenc  to  grieat  amount  in  paper.  1 
conceived  no  further  difficulty  in  ftiifilting  the  agreement,  as 
yoQT  Excellency  had  informed  me  an  hund^  thoufaiid 
poinds  were  fent  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  under  my  orders^ 
A  commiflary  of  the  enemy,  therefore,  accompanied  nie  to 
Rhode-ifland  to  receive  the  (urns, 

1  he  reft  of  the  one  Jiundred  thoitiand  pounds  I  pmpofed  to 
fend  to  Major  General  t^hillips,  by  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter,  whom  I  brought- with  me  for  that  purpofe,  bavii^firft 
engaged  a  parole  and  efcort  for  the  fecure  paffage  of  my  milita* 
ry  cheft,  to  be  fent  to  the  army  unopened,  i  think  a  bm  to 
Shis  amount  tndifpenfibly  expedient  io  the  bands  of  that  Ge^ 
peral,  not  only  to  difcharge  the  fubfiftenceto  the  army,  feme 
oF  which  is  in  at  rears,  particularly  the  Germans,  b|it  ajfo  for 
fucb  other  contingent  purpofes  Is  were  explained  bttween 

r>ur  Excellency  and  Mr.  Clarke,  ^*.  and  cooccrising  which 
lately  fent -a  meflage  by  ■  w,'* 
•  i  think  it  the  next  duty  to  th^  army  lately  under  my  orders, 
to  ftate  tp  you,  3ir,  the  very  extraordinary  cxpence  the  oA^ 
cers  are  expofed  to  in  their  prefeot  iituation.  Exaftiop  is 
added  tp  fcarcicy  at  Cambridge,  and  every  article  of  Hf&  is  at 
an  unprecedented  price.  I  are  confident  in  your  Excellency's 
iuftice  and  goodnefs,  to  include  thofe  troofM  in  the  order  of 
oat  and  forage,  money  for  this  year,  though  they  do  not  take 
the  field.  I'he  officers  will  be  ruined  or  ft^rved,  if  they  have 
Bot  that  gratuity.  If  lodging  money  is  allowed  to  the  other 
fiarts  of  your  army,  I  truft  alio  they  will  he  comprifed  in  the 
order.  General  Phillips  requeued  me.to  lay  before  you  the 
fieceffity  of  his  having  a  fecretary,  aod  hisi  nopcs  you  would 
allow  his  pay  as  a  contingency. 

"    I  have  now.  Sir,  to  report  to  yon  a  matter  upon  which  I 
4iave  been  very  much  embarrafTed* 

The  day  I  parted  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  be  pmt  into  my 
Jiands  a  letter  from  Lord  Barrington,  fignifyif^g  the  King's 
approbation  of  tlie  appoilktment  of  brigadiers  in  Canada  the 
^preceding  year,  but  flating  the  expediency^ of  their  ferving  ^ 
fuch  in  yout  ar^y^  there  being  fenior  lieutenant  cotooela 
tVithout  that  rank  -,  and  therefore  oxd^tng  that  thoife  gentk« 
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men  {hould  revert  to  their  former  fituations  as  lieutenant  co^* 
loods  immediately  ul>on  their  marching  out  of  Canada. 

Had  Lord  Barrrngton  thought  proper  to  communicate  tof 
me  this  idea  before  1  left  London,  I  think  I  (hould  have  been, 
able  to  convince  him  of  the  impropriety  of  removing;  them  at 
the  very  time  of  the  fcrvice  for  the  purpofe  of  which  they 
had  been  created,  and  of  the  impoflibility  of  condu'iin^  an 
army  without  regularity,  with  an  entire  vacuum  of  ftaff  be- 
'  twecn  the  lieutenant  general  and  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  for 
Major  .General  Phillips  being  confidered  as  appropriated  to 
the  artillery^  fuch  was  the  c&fe.     As  it  was,  I  thought  myfelf 
jufti£ed  in  taking  Uie  fpirit,  not  the  letter,  of  his  Lordibip'a 
order ;  and  it  being  clearly  explained,  that  the  only  reafon  for 
diflblving  the  appointment  of  brigadiers  was  to  prevent  the 
claifing  of  rank  after  a  iundiion  of  the  armies,  I  judged  t 
could  not  be  blameable  /or  withholding  the  notification  of 
the  order  till  the  jundion  was  made,  inftead  of  putting  it  in 
force  geographically  upon  quitting  Canada.    Since  my  arrival 
here,  1  have  found  a  letcer  from  General  Harvey,  approving 
the- above  meafure,  and  I  truft,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  difapproved 
by  you.     The  only  Briti(h  brigadier  with  the  troops  is  Ha- 
milton, ;  there  are  two  Germans,  Specht  and  Gall.     It  will 
be  for  your  Excellency  to  decide  what  (hall  now  be  their  fate^ 
and  to  write  your  pleafure  thereupon,  as  well  as  upon  all      r 
other  articles  refpedling  the  troops,  toMajor  General  Phillips, 
**  Xiord   Howe  Will  have  informed  you,  Sir,  of  my  ideas 
•  <<  communicated  to  him  (in  order  to  be  fubmitted  to  you)  . 
«(  by  means  of  Captain  Green,  refpeding  the  exchange  of 
,'^  the-<}onvention  troops.    My  ideas  were  formed  upon  the 
^<  knowledge  I  have  of  the  feelings  of  the  men  in  generals 
^f  They  are  not  only  in  a  high  ftate,  as  foldiers,  by  the  ex* 
^'  perience  and  trials  of  the  lafl  campaign,  but  have  a  zeal 
^<  in  their  caiilie,  and  a  refentment  againft  the  enemy,  that 
^<  would  give  them  double  ftrehgth.     Should  you  not  find  it 
'*  advifeable  or  pra&icable  to  exchange  the  whole,  I  would    , 
<*  next  fubmit  the  great  acquifition  it  would  be  to  the  ftrength 
^^  of  Canada^  to  exchange  the  flank .  companies  of  the  29th, 
^'  3tft»  34^9  2nd  53d  regiments,  which  regiments  are  now 
^^  in  diac  country,  inftead  of  fending  thofe  companies  to 
^  Britain,  in  cafe  the  creaty  ihould  be  at  laft  ratified, 

^^  Having  mentioned  the  fubjed  of  exchanges,"  permit  m(S» 
•Sir,  to  offer  to  your  confideration  the  great  merit  of  ^  Major 
General  Phillips.  He  properly  belongs  to  Canada  ;  his  seat 
made  him  folicitous  to  come  forward  and  purfue  the  whole 
•ourfeof  .the  campaign ;  his  fcrvices  b4iv^  been  confpicuous  ; 
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amif  all  tbinfi  confifcred^  I  would  fubmic,  whether  a  feoio« 
ricy  of  cafHivity,  vcUing  from  the  accident  by  which  Major 
General  Prefcott  was  taken,  give$  that  officer  a  p;e£eren£x  of 
pretenfion  in  point  of  exchaAge  i 

I  bcjg  leave  alfo  to  recommend  to  your  notice  Captain  Leche 
•f  my  regiment,  who  was  taken  upon  the  pafTage  of  the  re* 
giment  from  England,  and  has  been  ever  fince  in  the  pro^ 
viflce  of  the  MaSachufets.  The  commliTary  thinks  ^e  di- 
finnce,  and  his  bang  the  only  officer  of  that  corps,  has  occa<> 
lioDed  his  being  overkx^d  by  your  commiflajries^  as  younger 
prifianers,  he  thinks,  have  been  exchanged. 

I  fee  ibe  difficulty  of  effcding  Che  exchange  of  individuals 
l»f  the  Convention  troops  ;  but  1  dare  (ay  I  Ihall  intSneat  your 
^oodnefs  by  the  bajre  mention  of  the  cafe  of  Lieut;  Wheete, 
of  the  loth  regiment.  An  eftate  of  aocbl*  per  aniutm  ac* 
tuaUy  depends  upon  his  perfonal  appearance  in  the  court  c£ 
Chanoery,  I  ftatedehis  matter  to  the  Congrefs,  but  they  voted 
ins  return  inexpedient.  I  requeft  vou.  Sir,  if  you  find  it 
confiflent  with  propriety,  to  make  a  frefh  application  to  Ge- 
neral Waiiington,  for  leave  for  his  return  upon  his  parole. 

Captain  Strangways,  brother  to  Lord  Ilchefter,  has  alfo 
Cftlis  of  family  bufinefs  of  a  very  important  nature ;  and  I 
ihould  be  much  obliged  for  any  affiflance  of  the  fame  nature 
you  might  think  proper  to  give. 

I  muft  clofe  this  long  feries  of  bufinefs  with  a  report  of  the 
conduct  of  Knfign  Bcvil  of  the  62d  regiment,  in  whoTe  cha« 
rafier  I  was  deceived,  when  I  reoommended  him  to  your  £x- 
ceUency  for  a  commiffion.  .He  has  abfconded  from  the  army, 
in  breach  of  his  parole,  and  in  debt,  ton  confiderable  amount, 
at  Cambridge. 

There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  meant  to  go  to  Philaddphia 
or  New-Yoik.  I  think  it  probable.  Sir,  you  may, fend  hioi 
•back  a  prifonento  the  enemy ;  at  aU  events^  I  conclude  you 
•will  fufpend /him;  and,  in  that  cafe,  I  would  recommend  to 
his^vacancy  Mr.  Higgins,.  if  you  have  ^noc  already  been  fo 
good  to  place  himelfewhere. 

I  have  avoided  to  mention  myfelf,  in  fpeaking  of  exchatige9« 
An  idea  has  obtained  among  the  enemy  that  Lae  vvas.to  be 
«  snade  a  lieutenant  general ;  I  have  been  alfb  told  that  a  ma- 
^or  general  and  a  colonel  might  be  accepted  for.a  lieutenant 
.  'general,  in  all  cafes,  I  put  myfelf  into  your  hands,  and 
wifli  to  add,  as  an  appendix  to  myfelf,  my  fecretsuy  and  depu- 
ty adjutant-general,  Lieut.  Col.  Kingfton,  confident  that  I 
fiecd  not  expatiate  upon  the  fatfsfadion  I  ihould tfcel  at  being 
•fut  agjiin  inaiituatioA  to  ferve  und^  you  aa  foon  as  my 
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health  wUI  enable  me.    I  truft  that  a  very  (hort  time  at  Bath 
will  efFed  that  purpofe, 

'  I  have  only  to  add  my  trnft  that  you  will  continue  to  me 

the  friendihip  and  confidence  with  which  you  have  always 

honoured  tae,  and  that  you  will  write  to  meat  full,  by  the 

&T&  opportunity,  how  I  c^n  be;employed  toferve  your  views. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  refpeS,  and  inviolable  attachment, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and  moft  obedient  (ervant, 

(Signed)  J,  Burgoynk* 

ARTICLES  of  agreement,'  entered  into  at  Newport,  on 
Rhode-lfland,  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  jfnno  Domini^  one 
thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  between  John 
Morrifon,  Efq.  deputy  commiflary- general,  on  behalf  of 
Major  General  Pigot,  and  Samuel  Barrett,  Efq.  agent  for 
fupplies,  on  behalf  of  Major  General  Heath. 

Whereas  there  is  not  a  fufficiency  of  beef  in  the  ftores  at 
Newport  to  fatisfy  and  pay  the  demand  made  by  Mr.  Com- 
mifiskry  Miller,  for  his  fupply  of  that  fpecie  to  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  ;  it  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Morrifon, 
that  a  quantity  of  pork,  equal  to  the  deficiency  of  beef,  at  the 
rate  of  eighteen  ounces  of  pork  for  twenty- four  ounces  of  beef, 
Aall  be  depofited  on  board  the  vidtuallers  now  bound  to  Bo- 
fton,and  fent  there  forthwith,  under  the  care  of  Mr,  George 
Leonard,  affiftant  deputy  commifTary,  and  to  remain  in  his 
cuftody  forty  days  from  the  feventh  of  this  inftant,  April,  be- 
ing (he  day  of  the  arrival  of  hi^  Excellency,  Lieutenant  Gene« 
ralBurgoyne,  at  Newport,  before  a  demand  (hall  be  paid  there 
for,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Commiflary  Miller. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  oh  the  part  of  Mr.  Barrett,  that, 
in  cafe  a  quantity  of  beef,  fuflicient  to  difcharge  the  balance 
due  to  Mr,  Commiflary  Miller,  for  fupplies  to  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  to  the  firft  of  March  laft,  fhall  arrive  at  Bo- 
fton  within  the  forty  days  ftipulated  as  aforefaid,  addrefled  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Commiflary  Leonard,  then,  in  that  cafe,  tht 
faid  George  Leonard  (hall  fatisfy  and  pay  the  faid  balance  in 
beef,  and  be  permitted  to  return  with  the  pork  aforefaid  to 
Newport. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  th^t  if  the  faid  Mr.  Commiflary 
Miller  will  agree  to  receive  four  pounds  of  pork  for  fcvea 
pounds  of  beef,  in  chat  cafe,  Mr.  Leonard  iball  deliver  the 
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pork  in  payment  for  faid  beef»  witbtn  the  time  Itmiied  as 
aforefaid. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Morrifony  that, 
if  a  quantity  of  beef,  fufficient  to  pay  the  balance  due  to  Mr. 
CommiiTary  Miller,  for  fupplies  to  the  period  aforefaid,  (hould 
not  arrive  and  be  delivered  by  Mr,  Commiflary  Leonard  to 
Mr.  Commiilary  MlIKr,  in  full  of  cbe  deficiency  aforefaid,  or 
a  quantity  of  pork  be  accepted  by  him  in  lieu  thereof^  in  the 
proportion  fpecified  in  the  article  next  preceding  within  the 
faid  term  of  forty  days,  then,  in  that  cafe,  the  quantity  of 
pork  fpecified  in  the  firft  article  ihall  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mil* 
ler,  in  the  proportion  therein  ftsfted,  for  faid  deficiency. 

And  it  is  alfo  further  agreed,  as  the  true  intent  and  mean* 
ing  of  the  parties  herein  named,  that,  if  Mr.  Commifiary 
Leonard  (hould  not  have  a  fufficiency  of  beef  addreiled 
to  his  care,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  faid  forty 
days,  to  fatisfy  the  whole  demand  that  Mr.  Commifiary  Mil- 
ler has  made,  /or  his  fupply  of  that  fpecie  to  the  troops  of  the 
Convention,  to  the  28th  qf  February,  Mr.  Commiflfary  Mil« 
ler  will,  in  that  cafe,  receive  fuch  quantities  of  beef  as  Mr. 
Commiflary  Leonard  m*ay  deliver  him,  towards  difcharging 
,  his  demand  for  that  article,  and  the  deficiency  in  pork,  ac- 

cording to  the  proportion  fettled  in  the  firft  article  of  this 
agreement. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  on  b6th  fides,  that  a  quantity  of 
bread  and  flour,  equal  (at  the  rates  of  the  prices  fpecified  in 
Mr.  Commiilary  Miller's  account  of  fupplies  to  the  troops 
of  the  Convention)  to  the  quantity  of  beef  which  may  be  de«- 
ficient,  (hall  be  put  on  board  the  victuallers,  and  fent  to  fio* 
fion,  totheadJrefs  of  Mr.  Leonard,  in  addition  to  the  quan- 
tities fent  to  repay  thofe  fupplied,  in  the  refpedive  fpecies,  to 
remain  as  a  depofit  during  the  aforefaid  term  of  forty  days. 
And  that,  in  cafe  the  deficient  quantities  of  beef  aforefaid  do 
not  arrive  and  be  delivered  to  Mr,  Commiflary  Miller  within 
faid  time,  or  a  quantity  of  pork  equivalent  to  the  fame,  in 
conformity  to  the  firft  article,  then  the  faid  bread  and  flour 
be  paid  and  received  in  payment  for  the  fime,  at  the  rates 
aforefaid. 

And,  to  prevent  all  poffible  mifunderftanding,  refpeding 
the  quantities  of  provifions  refpe£lively  demanded  and  to  be 
ihipped  for  payment,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  demand  made  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  CommiiTary  Miller  is  as  follows^  to  wit^  fix 
hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufandpne  hundred  and  thirty* 
four  pounds  of  bread,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven  thou* 
famd  feven  hundred  and  nfty  pounds  of  beef,  thirteen  thoufanJ 
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Ceven  hundred  and  ninety^fix  pounds  of  .poric,  one  hundred  attd. 
four  thoufand  and  twenty-eight  pounds  of  rice,  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  of  foap,  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  i|nd  £fty*nrne  pounds  of  candles,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds  of  flour,  twenty- nine  and  one  quarter  gallons  of 
rum,  one  hundred  arid  eighty  four  quarts  of  fah  :  and  that  the 
providons  (hipped  and  to  be  (hipped  towards  fatisfying  faid 
demand^  fubjeft  to  the  regulations  of  the  preceding  articles, 
ihall  be  as  follows  j  viz.  one  hundred  and  feventy-four  thou- 
fand and  forty  pounds  of  beef,  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  of  porlc,  nine  hundred 
and  fixty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds 
of  bread  and  flour,  a  quantity  of  rice  and  peas,  equal,  at  Mr. 
Com  miliary  MHlcr's  rate  and  mode  of  iflfuing  thofe*  feveral 
fpecies,  to  one  hundred  and  four  thoufand  and  twenty-eight 
pounds  of  rice,  twenty-eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds 
of  foap,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  of  candles, 
twenty-nine  and  one  quarter  gallons  of  rum,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  quarts  of  fait :  and  that,  as  there  will 
ftill  be  a  deficiency  in  the  arti'cle  of  beef,  equal,  by  calcula- 
tion, exclufive  of  accidental  deficiency  in  weight  and  quality 
of  the  provifions  fent  for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  the  demand 
aforefatd,  at  the  rate  of  prices  charged  by  Mn  Commifliary 
Miller,  for  that  fpecie,  in  his  account  of  fupplies  to  the  troops 
of  the  Convention,  from  the  fixth  of  November,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  to  the  firft  of  March, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy*eight,  to  the  amount 
of  four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds,  lawful 
money  of  MafTachufefs-Bay,  at  the  rate  of  fix  (biilings  per 
dollar  ;  which  faid  fum  of  four  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-three  pounds,  lawful  money,  as  aforefaid,  is  to  be  paid 
by  Major  General  Pigot  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Barrett, 
Efquire,  and  Major  Jonathan  Pollard,  to  remsiin  as  a  depofic 
for  faid  deficiency  with  Major  General  Heath,  for  the  afore* 
faid  term  ,of  forty  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  term, 
£hould  the  deficie;ncy  aforefaid  be  paid  in  beef,  or  fuch  other 
fpecie  as  is  before  agreed  to  be  taken  in  lieu  thereof;  faid  fum 
to  be  refunded  into  the  hands  of  Major  General « Phillips, 
otherwife  to  remain  and  be  received  in  payment  for  beef  and 
fuch  other  articles  as  may  be  deficient  after  delivery  of 
the  provifions  ihipped  and  to  be  ihipped,  as  aforefaid,  con* 
formably  to  the  agreement  entered  into  between  his  Excellen- 
cy Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  and  Major  General  Heath, 
«n  the  (econd  of  this  inftant  ApriU 
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And  fcrthe  due  performance  and  fulfilment  of  each  and 
every  the  foregoing  articles,  we,  the  fubfcrioers  do  feverally 
and  muttially  pledge  our  faith  and  honour,  hereunto  inter- 
changeably fetting  our  bands  and  feats,  this  tenth  day  of 
April,  Anno  Domini^  one  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  fcTCa* 
ty.cigbt. 

^«"*^^'Uamuei.  Barrett,  (I..  S.) 
Atteft,  Witnefi, 

Jonathan  Pollard,  James  Clarki, 

James  Clark£. 

(A  true  Copy,) 


Jnfru^tons  from  Major  General  Pigot  to  Major  Morrifm^ 
Deputy  Commiffcfry^  about  fufplying  the  Convention  Troops 
xvitb  Prcvijion. 

SIR,  Netvporty  jfpnl  JX,  JfjS* 

AS  the  prefent  mode  of  vidualling  che  troops  of  Lieute- 
nant General' Burgoync  in  the  Maflachufets-Bay  is  attended 
%i;ich  many  difficulties,  you  will  bold  yourfelf  in  readinefs  to 
proceed  with  the  flag  that  returns  with  Major  Pollard,  aid  de 
canr^p  to  Major  General  Heath,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Barrett, 
Sigcnt  for  fupplies  ;  and,  upon  your  arrival  at  Bofton,  you 
will  immediately  wait  upon  Major  General  Heath,  and  en- 
deavotrr  to  fettle  with  him  the  proportion  of  one  fpecic  for 
another,  which  may  fervc  as  a  rule  in  paying  for  fqch  provi- 
fions  as  may  have  been  furnifted  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  Ge* 
peral  Burgoyne's  troops.  In  riie  accomplifliment  of  this  bu- 
fincfs,  you  will  adhere  to  the  rules  by  which  the  army  under 
Sir  William  Howe  are  vidualled,  and  ufe  your  bcft  endea- 
vours that  thofe  rules  and  regulations  be  adopted  and  admitr 
ted,  or  as  nearly  as  may  be,  on  the  part  of  General  Heath,  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  provifions  as  may  have  been,  or  hereaf- 
ter may  be,  furnifced  to  the  troops  of  General  Burgoyne, 
that  in  futurt  there  ipay  be  no  difficulty  iii  adjufting  thofc 
accounts. 

As  it  is  neceflary  that  thofe  troops  ihoald  be  viAifalled  in 
the  fanrse  manner  as  the  other  Britifli  troops  in  America  are, 
you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  from  General  Heath  his  per- 
miffion  for  the  admittance  of  fuch  viduallers  into  the  harbour 
of  Bofton,  as  may  hereafter  be  neceflary  for  fumifhing  the 
proper  fupplres  of.  provifions  for  the  fubfiftenoeof  the  afore* 
fai4  troops,  fo  long  as  they  may  rcmaiii  in  the  province  of 

M^fl^cbqftti- 
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Maflachiifets-Bay ;  thcfe  provifions  to  be  (ahjeSt  to  the  ia- 
fpedion  of  fuch  officer  as  General  Heath  may  appoint,  to 
prevent  the  ihtroduftion  of  any  article  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  permiffion  he  may  grant  for  the 
admittance  of  fuch  viduallers  as  may  be  neceflary  for  tbQ 
purpofes  aforefaid. 

In  cafe  you  ihould  accomplilh  this  agreement  with  Gene* 
ral  Heathy  you  will  likewife  obtain  from  him  the  fulleft  af-' 
fvrances,  that  the  provifion  hereafter  to  be  (hipped  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  and  truly  and  honourably 
delivered  to  the  commiflary  of  provifions,  or  his  deputy,  ii^ 
General  Burgoyne^s  army,  and  that  he  (hall  have  free  libtfty, 
without  any  hindrance  or  moleftation,  to  ifliie  the  falne  to  thm 
aitny,  according  to  fuch  rules  and  regulations  as  are  efta^ 
bliflied,  or  may  hereafter  be  dlabliflied,  by  Major  Geneiai 
Phillips,  or  the  o^er  commanding  thofe  troops, 
I  am,  SIR, 

Your  humble  fcrvant, 

Rd.  PiooT,  M»G» 
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SIR,  Rhode^IJIdndy  April  il,  1778. 

THE  agreement  refpeding  the  provifions  is  fulfilled. 

It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  the  mode  of  vidualling 
the  troops  of  the  Convention  has  been  varied  lately,  viz, 
that,  inftead  of  pieat,  fifli  had  been  fubftituted,  I  am  under 
the  neceffity  of  obferving,  fifli  is  not  a  cuftomary  vidualling 
for  our  troops ;  and  as  the  fcarcity  of  meat  will  be  removed 
by  the  quantity  fent  from  hence,  I  muft  defire  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  may  be  fupplied  with  £ngli(h  provifions  :  the 
propriety  of  this  is  fo  evident,  that  I  am  perfuaded  no  objec* 
tion  can  lieagainft  it;  befides,  it  will  eflFedually  prevent  all 
cavil  between  the  commiiTaries  about  the  goodnefs  of  the 
provifions.  I  thought  it  might  be  a  mutual  convenience  to 
fend  a  commifTary  to  regulate  the  future  fupply  for  the  troops 
of  the  Convention,  that  neither  difficulty  nor  difpute  may 
arife.     Major  Morrifon  goes  upon  this  bufinefs. 

I  am  obliged  to  you.  Sir,  for  the  accommodations  I  re* 
ceived  on  my  journey,  which  were  very  much  to  my  fatisfac^ 
tion,  and  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Maj.  Gtn,  Heath.  J.  Burgoyne« 

N.  B.  A  copy  of  this  letter  was  fent  to  Major  Geoerdi 
Phillips. 


SIR,  Rhode-Iflandy  April  13,  1778. 

IN  .Older  to  fettle  every  thing  relative  to  fupplyin^  the 
troops  of  the  Convention  with  provifions,  I. have  direded 
Major  Morrifon,  commiirary  general,  to  accompany  Major 
Pollard  and  Mr.  Barrett  to  Major  General  Heath,  and  fhalt 
be  obliged  to  you  for  furnilhing  him  with  the  neceflary  paff* 
ports.  I  am  alfo  to  thank  you.  Sir,  for  ycur  attention  to* 
wards  me,  and  the  accommodations  I  met  with  upon  my 
journey,  in  confequence  of  your  orders. 

Maj.  Qen.  Spencer,  (SigneJ)  J.  BuRCOYNjt 
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